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INTRODUCTION

A crew from Denver Chapter, Colorado Archaeological
Society, surveyed the northeast one-third of Forest
Canyon Pass, Rocky Mountain National Park during the
week of August 14-19, 1987. The field work was done under
Federal Resources Protection Act Permit #87-ROMO-1.

The area surveyed is located in Larimer County,
Colorado, Township 5N, Range 75W, Section 3. (See
map included here).

The purpose of the study was to document human usage
of Forest Canyon Pass over time, to broaden the base of
evidence from high altitude archaeological sites, to re-
verify and further investigate sites previously recorded
by W. Husted in the 1960's, and if warranted, to nomin-
ate Forest Canyon Pass to be placed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Time and working conditions did not allow for the
crew to cover the entire length of Forest Canyon Pass.
Beginning at the junction of the Ute Trail and the
Gore Range Overlook Trail, a segment 1.5 kilo. in length
was investigated, working from northeast to southwest.
The width of the segment varied, dictated by topography
and heavy vegetation, but was approximately 150m. max-
imum. The survey team stayed on the Pass and did not
work down over steep slopes or penetrate heavy vegeta-
tion. Diagnostic projectile points and other prehis-
toric artifacts in danger of vandalism were collected,
as well as historic artifacts of a representative nature.
No excavation was done.

Other work related to the survey and subsequent
report took place at the Rocky Mountain Park Museum
in the winter of 1986-87, and analysis of the artifacts
and report preparation has continued since the date of
the survey.

Fred Rathbun served as Field Supervisor, Marie
Mayer as Co-ordinator and Report Editor. Crews were
as follows: (See next page).



FOREST CANYON PASS SURVEY CREW ROSTERS

ROCKY MOUNTAIN PARK MUSEUM, Winter 1986-87

Charlotte Bechtold, Ivol Hagar, Ed Iannacito,
Carolyn Kurtz, Ray Lyons, Marie Mayer, Don Nordstrom,
Fred Rathbun, Shirley Rathbun, Bill Tate

FLORAL RESOURCES CREW, July 1987

Frank Adkins, Ray Lyons, Fred Rathbun

IN-FIELD SURVEY CREW, August 1987

Frank Adkins, Charlotte Bechtold, Norma Boslough,
Minerva Canavan, Denise Eidlen, Paul Friedman, Linda
Groth, Brett Hill, Ed Iannacito, Jack Keables, Jodie
Levine, Hope Littlejohn, Marie Mayer, Diana Mullineaux,
Don Nordstrom, Chris Prillwitz, Fred Rathbun, Shirley
Rathbun

LAB CREW, Spring 1988, Rathbun Home

Charlotte Bechtold, Norma Boslough, Linda Groth,
Jack Keables, Ivol Hagar, Andrew Hopkins, Marie Mayer,
Diana Mullineaux, Chris Prillwitz, Fred Rathbun, Shirley
Rathbun, Don Sontag, Jim Curran

The MUSEUM crew made cards on the artifacts from
the Forest Canyon Pass area previously acquired by the
Museum, did curation, analysis, drawings, and photo-
graphy at the ROCKY MOUNTAIN PARK MUSEUM.

The FLORAL crew visited the Pass in mid-summer
to list and identify plant resources.

SURVEY members did the actual field work, extending
a transit line into the Pass from a USGS benchmark at
the Alpine Visitor Center, recording, mapping, collect-
ing artifacts, transporting of equipment into and out
of the work area each day.



The LAB crew catalogued Forest Canyon artifacts,
did preliminary analysis, and drafted early gener-
ations of the maps.

The Forest Canyon artifacts have been numbered,
catalogued, measured, analyzed, described, etc. and
packaged for storage at the Rocky Mountain Park Museum.

An estimated 37.5% of the length of Forest Canyon
Pass was surveyed by Denver Chapter in August, 1987,
which constitutes approximately 26 acres.



SITE S5LR2 GENEALOGY

A file search of Colorado Historical Society,
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation re-
cords, and records at the University of Colorado,
Henderson Museum, reveals that the 5LR2 number has
been used several times before. No reason for this
is known.

The number was perhaps appropriated because
succeeding finds were believed to be the same site,
or so near the same site as to be practical to use
the same number. Locations recorded in the past
have been incomplete or ambiguous, or the maps were
oriented incorrectly. Dates are usually missing,
but it is believed that these sites were recorded
before 1960 when methods were not as precise as
those of today.

The 5LR2 designation has been used or assigned
by four different surveyors in the past. (Next pages)

In 1987, the Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation recommended that Denver Chapter also
use the 5LR2 site number to further validate the
archaeological importance of Forest Canyon Pass.

Prehistorically, the Pass was a general use
East-West passage over the Continental Divide, used
by Utes and Arapahos for ingress-egress between the
plains and Middle Park, and historically was used
by trappers, prospectors, adventurers and explorers,
then became the route of the western section of 01d
Fall River Road.

NOTE: RE: Following pages. Some pencil sketch maps
on original site cards were so faint as
to be almost illegible and did not copy
well.
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Husted, 1959. Site number changed
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Believed recorded by Moomaw,

possibly 1950's. Map is

mis-oriented re: Forest Canyon Pass
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Wheat. ©No date. Good map
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ROCKY MCOUNTAIN REGION
INVENTORY OF ARCEEOLOGICAL SITES
SITE SPECIFIC DATA /.

General Iafnr=ation

(1)
(2)
(3)

- (8)

(5)

(7N
(8)

(9)

Park Rocky Mountain National Park

‘Other Designations for Site TL-14(;;;i2;t)23, Forest Canyon Pass

Site Type open camp

Cult. Affl.___unknown

Tize Period .unknown (6) Method of Determization
Reported by Husted site card (15 September 1959) Informant: Jack Moor

o Joe Ben |
National Register Status Formal Determinaticns: Listed Nominated

Eligible Tneligible
Professional Recomamendations: Recocrmended Not Reccmmerded

Indetermiracte X Unevaluated

Statament of Significance:

NRHP Criteria 36CFR800.4 Archeological Research Potential

Tegal Locaticer

(10) State _ Colorado County Larimer NW 1 of che SW I of the
Section 3 Towanship SN Range 75W

(11) UTM Zone 13  Easting 433000 . Northing 4475250

(12) Lacitude _ Longitude

(13) USGS Quad Map Refarence Rocky Mountain National Park, 15 min, 1961

Fall River Pass 7.5'

(14) Verbal Location

Open, west-facing ridge; Poudre Lakes approximately L mile SW of
the site; Forest Canyon to the east. In pass at head of Forest
Canyon ca. 1 mi.‘ of Gore Range sign on Trail Ridge Road.

Wwe:=
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IV. Eanvironmental Setting

(15) Elevatiom 11,250'

(17) Topographic Setting Open ridge

(16) Nearest Named Drainage Big Th
11,000' Cache la Po

Forest Creek

T

(18) Coments: Small conifers mostly on ecast side; at timberline; surround

by high ridges and peaks; very stoney gray soil with large roc

v. (19) Site Description

VI.

(20)
(22)
(23)

(24)

(25)

Open camp; on old Ute Trail.

Material Collected flakes, pottery (21) Material Observed

Est. surface area of site 1 Mmile N-S x ) mile E-W

Est. depch of fill appears to be surfare only

Disvosition of Site Collections

Type Location(sy
Survey Collections Pottery, flakes ROMO fuseum
Excavation Collections
Records Xerox copy of site cards MWAC
Photographs not given
Other
Ccmments:

12



VIiI. Site Conditicn

(26) General Condition: Excellent Good Tair ?o0r Unkn. X

(27) Yatural Disturbance: None Ercsion 'Deposition

Animal Disturbance Root Disturbance Uakanown X

— —_—

(28) Cultural Disturbance: Nome Collected X Excavated Tested

——

Backfilled/Buried Vandalized Iaundated

——— . e

Daraged by Construction Domaged by Cultivatiom  Uokn.

(R — —

(29) Potential Impact, direct and indirect, if kzown:
(30) Co——ents:

VIII. Adminiscrative Conceras

(31) Archeological site is located in Existing Mznagement and Use Zcne:

?? Wilderness Subzone (Statement for Mgmt 3/20/78)

(32) Current Use: Not Interpreted X Interpreted
Unstabilized Stabilizad Restored Reconst.

——— ———— —

Native American Use/Clainms:

(33) Accessibility of site:

(34) Mznagemeat Reccmmendations:
___No management action recommended.
_X Protect through ranger patrol and general educaticnm.
___Preserve/stabilize and protect.
___Implement cyclical zaintenance.
(35) Managenent Requirements:

Site is listed nominated or eligible for the Nationmal Register of

Historic Places. Anticipated park actiom rzquires Secticm 106 prcced
_X Site currently is either not evaluated or cznnot be determiced eligit

prior to further investigations. Anticipated park acticm zust be pre

by archeological Iinvestigatioms authorized by Service policies znd

legislacive mandates.
Site has been judged ineligible or not recommended for inclusion om ¢
T Natiomal Register of distoric Placas. Yevertheless, site protacted :
Service policies and legislative zmandate. Anticipated park acticm =2:
raquire archeological izvestigaticms prior to lznd-zodilyizg activi:i:
____No m=nagement action required.
__Ioplezent NR e&valuations/acminaticns procedures.

13



(36) Trearment Recommended

Cost Date

None
Feacing
Preservaticn/Stabilization
Backfillifg
Emergency Stabilization
Basic Stzbilizatipn
Structural
" Cosmetic
Ccaprehensive
Data Recovery
Other
Restoration
Reconstruction

(37) Comments:

(38) Studies Needed

(39) Photographs

Numbers Photogravnher Dste

B/W
Color

(40) Cccments:

Not given.

(41) IAS Report Preparad by: Feg Johnson

. Date: October 11, 1978

14



II.

ROCXY MOUNTAIN REGION
INVENTORY OF ARCEZE=EQOLOGICAL SIT=
£, 2
SITE SPECIFIC DATA _ /L’A_ i

General Infnormation ////

(1) Park Rocky Mountain National Park

Py
(2) Other Designatioms for Site  Y6-296 (Yelm 1935) D:9:1-5LR326

(3) Site Type Lookout, Scattered Finds

(4) Cult. Affl. unknown

(S) Time Period unknown (6) Method of Determination

(7) Reported by Yelm (1935:112)

(8) Naticnal Register Status Formal Determinations: Listed Nominated

Eligible Ineligible

Professional Recormendations: Recommended Not Reccmmended

Indeterminate X Unevaluated

(9) Statexzent of Significance:
NRHP Criteria 36CFR800.4 Archeological Research Potential

P
Lagal could this also be 5LR2)
//
(10) State (Colorado County Larimer Y% of the Y of the
Section_ 3 Towunship SN Range 75W
(11) UTY Zome __1 _3 Easting 433600 Northing 4475620
(12) Lacitude Longitude

(13) USGS Quad Map Reference Fall River Pass, 7.5 min, 1958

(14) Verbal Location

Head of Forest Canyon, about 1.4 miles SW of Fall River Pass.

Jvieur Shy YEs |, TANE STE AC SCR2 | BE CAuT AUSTED
RECC2s 1O YUm (A Bi1s 7277 j) 750, = oy FetE SAnte
SITE . (Use Huefed Sl41§ e w0 | v, e Ra /928
wontd el Yelonts it oo, - :
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IV. Eoviroomental Setting

(15) Elevation not given

(17) Topographic Setting top of plateau

(16) Nearest Named Drainage Cache la

(18) Cocments:

v. (19) Site Description

VI.

(20)
(22)
(23)

(28)

(25)

surface scatter

Material Collected pottery, lithic

Est. surface area of site ©ne square block

(21) Material Observed

Est. depth of £i11 not given

Disposition of Site Collections

Survey Collections not given

Type

Location(s)

Excavation Collections:

Records ™MaPs, manuscripts, site forms

MWAC

Photographs _ N°ot siven

Other

Cctments:

16



VIII.

S{ite Corndition

(26) General Condition: Excellent Good Fair Poor Takn. X

(27) Natural Disturbance: None Erosion Deposition
Animal Disturbance Root Disturbance Unknownx

(28) Cultural Disturbance: None Collected  Excavated _ Tested

Backfilled/Buried Vandali-ed Inundated
Damaged by Constr ~ction Danged by Cult‘:acion ann X

(29) Potential Izpact, direct and indirect, if kaownm:
(30) Coxxents:

Adoinistrative Concermns

(31) Archeological site is located in Existing Manage:ent and Use Zone:

Outstanding Natural Feature Subzone within Wilderness
(Statement for Mgmt 3/20/78)
(32) Current Use: Not Interpreted X Interpreted
Unstabilized Stabilized Restored Recomst._
Native American Use/Claims:

(33) Accessibility of site:

(34) Macagement Recommendations:
__No manaée:ent action recommended.
_X Protect through ranger patrol and general educatien.
___Preserve/stabilize and protect.
___Ioplement cyclical maintenance.
(35) Management Requirements:

Site is listed,nominated or eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places. Anticipated park acrion requires Sectiom 106 proc:

X Site currently 1is either not evaluated or cannot be determined eligible

prior to further investigations. Anticipated park actiom must be p
by archeological investigations authorizZed by Service policies and
legislative mandates.
ite has been judged ineligible or not recommended for inclusion con
National Register of Historic Placas. Nevertheless, site protected
Service policies and legislative adandate. Anticipated park acticnm is
require archeological investigaticns prior to land-modilyiag activi
___Yo manzgement action required.
__Implement NR evaluations/nmominaticns procaduras.

17



(36) Treatment Recor=ended

Cost Date

None

Fencing

Preservation/Stabilization
Backfillidg

- ___Emergency Stabilization
Basic Stabilizatipn
Structural
" Cosmetic

Comprehensive
Data Recovery
Other

Restoration

Reconstruction

(37) Cczments:

(38) Studies Needed -

(39) Photographs

Numbers rhotographer Date

B/W

Color
(40) Corments:

Not given.

(41) IAS Report Prepared by: Peg Johnson
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PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ASPECTS OF FOREST CANYON PASS

19




WEATHER

Wind is the all-pervasive feature of alpine/
tundra climate. Velocities increase as elevation
increases, so that treeless tundras are the most
wind-ridden areas of mountainous country. Gusts
often exceed 100 miles per hour, the most extreme
gusts occuring between October and February, but
even in summer, high winds are common. The higher
the elevation, the faster winds blow and wind speeds
also increase with height above ground. High el-
evation winds are often erratic and can change from
a light breeze to a freezing gale in a matter of
minutes, creating drastic wind-chill factors that
become more severe in wet or snowy conditions.

The average mean temperature above tree-limit
(on tundra) is below freezing and the frost-free
season is only 6-8 weeks long. Tundra "spring"”
occurs in June and July. Summer daytime tempera-
tures do not rise above the low 60's, even though
the sun shines most of the time. Air temperatures
drop the higher the altitude, normally at the rate
of 3°F. with each thousand feet of gain. In the
thin air of high elevations, air heats and cools
more rapidly. Average temperatures for summer are
44-48°F, and winter brings months of severe cold.

Air chills as it rises, causing water vapor
to condense and precipitate rain or snow. This
also causes convection (lightning) storms almost
every day in spring and summer months. The storms
begin to form in the morning and intensify during
the day. They have the capability of producing
violent thunderstorms with heavy sleet, rain, hail,
or even snow during any month of summer. While
these storms pose discomfort and even danger to
human life, at high elevations they are usually
short-lived. Starting as early as September, fall
storms can produce several feet of snow. Precipi-
tation amounts vary at high altitudes and tundra
and high mountain passes may be clear of snow in
April some years and not until July in others.
Annual precipitation is about 40 inches above tree-
limit, falling partially as snow in winter. The
"effective precipitation"is much below that how-
ever, as high winds blow snow off high barren
tundra ridges and drop it in subalpine forests
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and valleys below.

Tundra can be described as a high-altitude des-
ert where conditions are so harsh that every living
thing hangs on the brink of survival. Many trees and
other plants are excluded from tundra environments by
cold, drought, and wind. Forest Canyon Pass lies just
at the dividing elevation between tundra and subalpine
forests, with the eastern and mid-portion of the Pass
being tundra with krummholz tree islands, and near the
western end, conditions are conducive to the beginning
of subalpine forests. Typical tundra plants grow on
Forest Canyon Pass; they include low shrubs, cushion
plants, forbs, sedges and grasses. Rock surfaces may
be covered with colonies of lichens and mosses. Tundra
plants produce flowers and fruits within weeks due to a
shortened growing season. Tree-limit trees usually
do not set seed or cones. A 3-inch tree at 11,500 ft.
may be 300 years old or a 3-inch clover plant may be
200 years old. Because of extremely slow generation
and re-generation rates, damaged tundra can take 400 to
1000 years to recover.

Wind, temperatures and precipitation all interact
at 11,000 foot elevations to place severe stress and
limitations on all living organisms.



WEATHER/CLIMATE OBSERVATIONS
MADE BY SURVEY CREW, AUGUST 1987

Hiking across open tundra from the Alpine Visi-
tor Center toward Forest Canyon Pass required facing
into very strong cold winds which created difficulty
and discomfort in packing necessary equipment, food,
and water to the work-site.

For even minimum comfort, ski jackets, ear muffs,
hats, scarves, gloves, thermal underwear, wool sweaters,
and "layering" were required.

At 7am the first survey day, heavy gray clouds
filled the sky and winds estimated to be from 40-60
mph were blowing. The wind chill-factor was estim-
ated to be well below zero.

Even during the middle of the day, under clear
sun-1lit skies, winds continued and temperatures re-
quired warm clothing. Photos of the crew at work and
a photo of the crew lined up for a group picture show
people huddled against the cold.

Some layers of clothing could be shed at lunch-
time when the crew sat on the ground in direct sun and
protected from the wind by krummholz or other vege-
tation. Pack-frames also provided some wind-respite
in areas of no vegetation.

No thunderstorms or lightning were noted the week
of the survey, it was cloudy and showery a few brief
times.

When leaving Forest Canyon Pass and heading to-
ward the Milner Pass staging area, the trail dropped
into subalpine forest where the trees afforded pro-
tection from the winds and conditions were much more
pleasant. From a modern-day perspective, choosing
a campsite in the forest would have been more attrac-
tive than on the bare tundra.

No snowbanks remained on the Pass but spring
run-off was still taking place in the sub-alpine for-
est.

At the same time, most tundra plants were finish-
ed blooming, and fall "browning" was taking place.

High winds literally shredded plastic survey
flags, cutting them to ribbons.

22



FLORAL RESOURCES OF THE FOREST CANYON PASS VICINITY
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK, COLORADO

Ray D. Lyons

Forest Canyon Pass lies approximately two and
a half miles southwest of the Alpine Visitor's
Center at Fall River Pass in Rocky Mountain National
Park. It is in the near foreground, viewed from the
Gore Range Overlook. Elevation of the area studied
varies from 11,796 feet at the Visitor's Center to
approximately 11,200 feet in the vicinity of Forest
Canyon Pass.

I visited the area on July 23, 1987 with Colo-
rado Archaeological Society members J. Frank Adkins
and Fred Rathbun, who assisted in locating the plant
species. Most of the alpine forbs were in bloom
stage at this time. I revisited the area on August
18, 1987 while the archaeological survey was in pro-
gress. On this trip, most of the grasses, sedges,
other grass-like plants and late-blooming forbs were
in indentifiable stages.

The plants encountered and identified included
three coniferous tree species, five shrubs, eight
grass and grasslike species and sixty forbs. I ex-
pect that some of these identifications must be tenuous
due to incomplete or conflicting data in the available
literature, being unable to collect specimens for
further study, time restraints, and my unfamiliarity
with alpine and subalpine species in northern Colorado,
where they differ from more southern varieties.

A review of the literature on Indian usage of
plant materials leaves many gquestions unanswered.
I found no study directly applicable to an alpine
or subalpine environment. Neither is there a complete
study made in Colorado. H. D. Harrington's "Edible
Native Plants of the Rocky Mountains", lists only
fourteen of the sixty-one genera in our plant list.
Indian usage of these fourteen genera is not in-
dicated.

Most of the species we found in the alpine and
subalpine have closely related species and genera
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FLORAL RESOURCES OF FOREST CANYON PASS---page 2

within the Rocky Mountain and adjacent plains areas.
Although not universally true, most species within a
genera have many similar qualities. This assumption
is supported by the common usage of plants in the
same genera for the same uses by several different
researchers from divergent areas.

The alpine and subalpine areas within the Rocky
Mountain National Park could have been used only during
a relatively shortperiod such as crossing to the east
or to the west, to escape the summer heat, for hunting,
or procurement of other foods or medicines. This means
that the Indians involved would have been familiar with
and were doubtless users of at least some of the low-
land species of the genera found within the study area.

With the dearth of directly usable studies, this
common usage of plants within a genus supports our
determination of "probable use" but it does not support
a positive statement of use.
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FOREST CANYON PASS

Generic Name

VICINITY PLANTS

Common Name

Probable Use/Remarks

TREES

Abies Lasiocarpa

Picea Engelmannii

Pinus contorta

SHRUBS
Salix Arctica

Salix Nivalis Var.
Saximontana

Salix branchycarpa

Salix planifolia
Var. nelsonii

Vaccinium scoparium

GRASSES AND GRASSLIKE

Agropyron scribneri

Alopecurus alpinus
Carex spp.

Deschampsia caes-
pitosa

Festuca ovina var.
Brachyphylla

Juncus spp.
Phleum alpinum

Poa epilis

FORBS

Achillea lanulosa

Subalpine fir

Engelmann Spruce

Lodgepole pine

Arctic willow

Round lead willow

Mat willow

Nelson's willow

Grouse whortle-
berry

Spreading wheat-
grass

Alpine foxtail
Several species

Tufted hairgrass
Alpine fescue

Wiregrass

Alpine timothy

Skyline bluegrass

Yarrow
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Fuel, Sap-Wounds,
Tea-Colds, Medicine-
Headaches

Fuel, Young Cone-Throat
Fuel

Tiny

Medicine-Stomach, Tea
Aspirin-Headaches

As above

As above and fuel

Berries-Food

Seed-Food

Seed-Food

Large-seeded-Food

Tiny

Brown dye
Seed-Food
Seed-Food

Food-Salad, Tea, Med-
icine-Coagulant,

Headache, Burns



FOREST CANYON PASS VICINITY PLANTS

Generic Name

Common Name

(cont'd)

Probable Use/Remarks

Agoseris aurantica
Androsace chame-
jasme ssp carinata

Anemone narcissi-
flora

Antennaria alpina
Arenaria fendleri
Artemisia scopulorum

Aster foliaceous
var. apricus

Caltha leptosepala

Campanula rotundi-
folia

Castilleja
occidentalis

Castilleja
rhexifolia

Cerastium
beeringianum

Chanactus alpina

Chionophila jamesii

Claytonia lanceolata

Dryas octopetala
ssp. hookeriana

Epilobium angust-
ifolium

Erigeron melano-
cephalus

Erigeron pinnati-
sectus

False dandelion
Alpine rock-jasmine
Alpine anemone
Alpine pussytoes

Fendler sandwort

Alpine mountain sage Flavor,

Sun-loving aster

Marsh marigold

Common harebell

Western yellow
paintbrush

Rosy paintbrush

Alpine mouse-ear

Alpine dusty maiden

Snowlover

Lanceleaf spring
beauty

Mountain dryad

Common Fireweed

Black headed daisy

Pinnate-leaved daisy
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Wounds,

Food, Gum,

Food-Leaves,

Leaves-Food

ulcers,
poultice

Med-
icine

Medicine-Eyes, Poul-

tice for swelling

Tea, Med-

icine
Tonic,
Tea

Medicine-Sores

Medicine-Rheumatism
Food-Flowers

As above

Bulbs-Food

Medicine-Bruises,
Diarrhea
Food-Tips,

Flavor

Tea,

Medicine-Stomach,
Women's

As above



FOREST CANYON PASS VICINITY PLANTS

Generic Name

Common Name

(cont'd)

Probable Use/Remarks

Gentiana algida

Gentiana fremontii

Arctic gentian

Fremont gentian

Medicine-Cathartic,

Emetic, Tonic,
Food-Roots

As above

(This may be white color phase of moss gentian)

Gentiana tenella
Gentiana parryi

Gentiana prostrata
Geum rossii

Hymenoxis acaulis
var. caespitosa

Hymenoxis grandi-
flora

Koenigia islandica
Mertensia alpina
Mertensia viridis
Minuartia obtusiloba

Paronychi sessil-
iflora

Pedicularis groen-
landica

Pedicularis sudetica

Penstemon whippleanus

Phlox condensata

Plantago tweedyi

Polemonium viscosum

One-flowered gentian

Mountain gentian

Moss gentian

Alpine avens

Alpine actinia
Rhydbergia
Koenigia

Alpine mertensia

Green-leaf mertensia

Alpine sandwort

Rocky Mountain
nailwort

Little red elephant

Alpine lousewort

Dark penstemon

Alpine phlox

Tweedy plantain

sky pilot
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As above
As above
Tiny, blue. As

above

Medicine-Women's,
Roots-Tea

Medicine-Laxative,
Eyewash, Colds,
Stomach-ache, I ¢

Mat plant

Tea-Liver, Worms
Wounds



FOREST CANYON PASS VICINITY PLANTS

Generic Name

Common Name

(cont'd)

Probable Use/Remarks

Polygonum bistort-
oides

Potentilla effusa

Ranunculus esch-
scholtzii

Saxifraga flagell-
aris

Sedum lanceolatum

Sedum rhodanthum

Sedum rosea
Senecio atratus

Senecio fremonti
var. blitoides

Senecio triangul-
aris

Senecio wootonii
Sibbaldia procumbens

Silene acaulis

Solidago decumbens

Swertia perennis

Taraxacum officinale

Thlaspe alpestre

American bistort

Silver cinquefoil

Subalpine butter-
cup

Whiplash saxifrage
Yellow stonecrop

Rose crown

Kings crown
Black tipped senecio

Rock senecio

Arrowleaf senecio
Wooten senecio
Sibbaldia

Moss campion

Dwarf goldenrod

Star gentina

Dandelion

Mountain candytuft
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Food-Roots,

Tea-Astringent,

Diuretic

Medicine,
Fevers, Laxative,
Diarrhea, Eyewash,
Astringent, Toothache

Food-Roots and seed,
Medicine-Toothache,
Sore eyes, Fever,
Juice-Yellow dye

Medicine-Diuretic

Food-Young tips,
Salad or cook

As above

As above

Mat

Yellow dye, Food-
Seed. Leaves-
Medicine-Stimulant,
Wounds, Colic, Bow-

el and Bladder,

Sores, Sore Throat,
Wounds
Tea
Food-Salad, Cooked
Tea, Gum, Women's
Food-Salad



FOREST CANYON PASS VICINITY PLANTS

Generic Name

Common Name

(cont'd)

Probable Use/Remarks

Trifolium dasyphyllum

Trifolium parryii
Vicia sp.

Viola adunce ssp.
bellidifolia

Alpine clover

Parry clover
Vetch

Mountain blue
violet
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Food-Leaves, Blossoms
Tea, Flavor, Medi-
cines-Sores, Burns,
Ulcers, Coughs

As above
Food-Roots

Medicine-Laxative,
Emetic, Pleurisy,
Headache, Lungs
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BIRDS

The most common birds noted at Forest Canyon
Pass were "sparrow or finch-like" with brownish and
grayish coloration. Some had two black horizontal
lines behind the eyes. These birds stayed close to
the ground, including during flight. Their flight
pattern was low and darting, they most often flew
into low willow bushes, where they probably were
nesting, though no nests were noted. Their call is
a one-note "chip". Most likely identification possi-
bilities include: Gray-capped Rosy Finch, White-
Crowned Sparrow or Lincoln Sparrow. Another sparrow-
finch type bird with a rust-colored cap and brown back
and gray underbody was observed in a grassy area. It
could not be positively identified either. The color
variations in August could have included juveniles.

Positive identifications include:

White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus leucurus). No
birds were actually seen, but eggshells and droppings
were observed at Areas E and H. Ptarmigan is the only
bird that lives on the tundra all year long. They are
common in the Rockies above timberline. They eat
Dwarf Willow and also the needles of Alpine fir. They
nest, produce young and mature at a quickened rate be-
cause of the shortened summer at tundra elevations.

Water pipit (Anthus spinoletta). Water pipits
nest above timberline, on tundra and alpine meadows.
It prefers pond borders and feeds on caddis fly larvae.
Seen at pond, Area P.

Gray or Canada Jay (Perisoreus canadensis). Two
individuals were seen at Area H.

Brown-capped Rosy Finch (Leucosticte australis).
These birds were common on Forest Canyon Pass. They
breed above timberline in the Rockies, and eat insects
off snow surfaces.

Broad-tailed Humming-Bird (Selasphorus platycercus)
Most common hummingbird breeder in the Rockies. Crew
members reported them attracted to red kerchiefs and red
survey flags.

Gray-headed Junco (Junco caniceps). Commonly seen
at the areas nearest sub-alpine forest.
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BIRDS (cont'd)

Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana). Nests
in conifers at timberline. One individual reported on
the Pass.

Other possible sightings:

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus)

Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius)
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FAUNA

The fauna recorded at Forest Canyon Pass sites were

all mammals. They were elusive and not seen in great
numbers.
Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus). Mule deer were the

most numerous animals seen at 5LR2 sites. Tracks and

droppings were seen in great numbers however.

Elk (Cervus canadensis) Fresh elk tracks and dfoppings

were observed throughout the Forest Canyon Pass/S5LR2

site area, especially in early morning. The animals
themselves were only seen at the edges of subalpine
forest and in small meadows below the trail between

Station 11 and Milner Pass/Poudre Lake and at a

distance downslope north into the Cache la Poudre

drainage.

Pika (Ochotona princeps). One pika sighting was re-
corded. Forest Canyon Pass itself does not have the
rock slides and talus slopes favored by pika, however

such conditions exist nearby.

Snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus). One individual was

reported at 5LR2, Area C. It was in brown summer pelt.

Coyote (Canis latrans). Droppings recorded.

NOTE: On at least one occasion, a station marker
disappeared overnight. Fresh elk tracks
at the marker area led crew members to be-
lieve the elk had eaten it, other marker
flags appeared to have been chewed, also
by elk (fresh tracks).
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GEOLOGY

Forest Canyon Pass 1is bracketed on one side by
the headwater drainage of the Cache la Poudre River
and on the other side by the headwater drainage of
the Big Thompson River where it lies within Forest
Canyon.

The southwest-northeast trending Pass is above
timberline, all elevations being above 3444 meters
(11,300 ft.), and is vegetated by patches of krumm-
holz spruce, fir, and willow with open areas which
may be rocky or tundra-covered. Topographic features
of the Pass include ponds, marshes and meadows, and
rocky knobs and ridges, with slump features abounding
on the adjacent steep slopes. Good ground visibility
is present over much of the area. Nearby cirques drain
into the Big Thompson River.

Bedrock in the Pass and northeast is a Pre-Cam-
brian metamorphic complex of gneiss, migmatite, and
amphibolite, intruded locally by a quartz-orthoclase
pegmatite body which forms conspicuous knobs. The
southwest part of the Pass is in volcanic ejecta of
probable Tertiary age, and probably fault-bounded;
the ejecta includes pumice, glass, silicified ash,
and fragments of lithic and crystal tuff. Prelimin-
ary reconnaissance suggests that the ejecta deposit
is associated with Specimen Mountain volcanics to the
west.

Two unusual groundstones were noted, and a
trail-marker gneissic boulder with epidote was mapped
near the southwest end of the survey; the boulder
appears to be of glacial origin, and its presence 1is
unexplained. Lithic materials appear to be mainly
derived from the assorted agates and quartzites. Some
tuffaceous materials were probably obtained at the
southwest end of the Pass.

In a personal communication(1989), James Benedict
stated: "Reddish and grayish rhyolites occur on Forest
Canyon Pass, not as outcrops, but are present as
boulders in glacial till deposited in the lowest part
of the saddle. Glacial ice must have flowed from the
Specimen Mountain area where it picked up these rock
types".
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GREENSTONE BOULDER

A possible "glacial erratic" or "trail-marker"
boulder was noted 47.5m, S56°W of Station 10. It
is located southwest of the Ute Trail near the quarry,
(Area Q) and at the southwestern boundary of the sur-
vey area. (See map next page).

The boulder is of gneissic texture, layered and
laminated green and gray with bands of black. Dark
green epidote crystals occur in vugs. The surface
is damaged as if an attempt has been made by unknown
parties to remove epidote crystals.

The stone is 55cm x 60cm in size and is deeply
embedded in loose gravel. Clumps of tundra clover
have grown over its edges. Small patches of the
lichen Rhizocarpon geographicum have colonized the
surface.

A "glacial erratic" is described as a large
rock carried by glacial ice and deposited, when the
ice melted, far from its original source. This
boulder is of non-local material and the surface is
polished and faceted, with some corners showing pol-
ish, as if by glacial action.

It can also be hypothesized that the boulder
was placed as a "marker" of some sort, or carried
to its location for an unknown reason.

It is impossible to establish the source of
the boulder, or by which agency, geologic or human,
it arrived at this destination.
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LOCAL GEOLOGICAL PHENOMENA
OF INTEREST TO THIS REPORT

Table Mountain, el 8830', located on the western
side of Lake Granby is considered by archaeologists
to be one of the most important sources of lithic mat-
erials in Northern Colorado. The flat-topped mountains
are littered with the debris of tool-making. The"1914
Arapahos"called this place "The Lungs" because the color
of the jasper and agate found there reminded them of
the color of freshly killed animal lungs. Table Moun-
tain is also a source of petrified wood and chalcedony.

Frost-heaving, a geologic phenomenom, can create
"patterned ground"”, including polygons, stripes, and
other forms that can easily confuse archaeological in-
terpretations. RE: Areas M and W this report.

The "1914 Arapahos" knew Specimen Mountain as the
"Mountain Smokes". Using eight stones to represent
eight generations, one told that people of the eighth
generation back saw smoke coming from the mountain.
This legend is based on fact, but it was much further
back in time that Specimen Mountain was formed by re-
peated episodes of volcanic activity. The Mountain
is a local source of obsidian, agate, opal, chalcedony
and other tool materials. Big-horn sheep are still
drawn to the "crater" area of Specimen Mountain to lick
the mineral deposits found there, as they doubtless
were in prehistoric times. Hunters of the day surely
exploited such a concentration of game.

A new lake in Rocky Mountain National Park was
named Fan Lake because it is adjacent to a fan of
boulders and sediment washed aside by the Lawn Lake
flood of 1982. It is across the road from Convict's
Cabin, built to house state convicts who helped build
Fall River Road.

Note: Information abstracted from Arps and Kingery,
THE DENVER POST, and Zwinger, see Bibliography
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OBJECTIVES

The purpose of the Denver Chapter, Colorado Arch-
aeology Society research project shall be to enhance
the data base of known prehistoric high-altitude occup-
ation of the Colorado Front Range in the following ways:
Site 5LR2 has previously been recorded at various lo-
cations in Forest Canyon Pass, Rocky Mountain Park.
Current knowledge regarding cultural occupation and/or
usage 1is brief, fragmented, and there is a minimum of
reported information available. This survey will doc-
ument prehistoric and historic human use of Forest
Canyon Pass and draw all available 5LR2 data together.
In addition, an attempt will be made to verify other
nearby high-altitude sites previously reported.

Survey methods will consist.of surface mapping,
collection of diagnostic artifacts, and a represenative
sampling of historic artifacts. Only non-destructive
techniques- will be applied.

Forest Canyon Pass is located in Rocky Mountain
National Park, Larimer County, Colorado, T5N, R75W,
Sec. 3, at 11,500 feet in elevation, and located approx-
imately halfway between the Alpine Visitor Center and
Milner Pass/Poudre Lake, south of, and near to Trail
Ridge Road.

Forest Canyon Pass was not included in the RP3
"Colorado Mountains Prehistoric Context", nor were the
adjacent drainages of the Cache la Poudre or Big Thomp-
son River drainages included.

The survey will encompass the length of Forest
Canyon Pass itself, and a width of approximately 75m
(more or less) on each side of the Ute Trail/Old Fall
River Road where they progress through the Pass.

A site will be described as any concentration of
cultural materials that appear related, such as a hearth
with associated artifacts, or shall be described as an
historical structure. The limits of any artifact scatter
will be a site boundary.

An isolated find shall be described as an artifact
separated physically by significant distance from other
features or concentrations of cultural materials.

Archival research will include relevant publica-
tions from the Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation, Colorado Historical Society, National
Park Service publications, Rocky Mountain National Park
records and publications and artifacts in storage,
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University of Colorado Henderson Museum records and
artifact storage pertaining to sites in the Forest
Canyon Pass area, and all known and accessible publi-
cations related to high-altitude sites in the Front
Range of the Colorado mountains.

It is expected that a survey of Forest Canyon Pass
will reveal not only historic use but long-term prehis-
toric usage as well. Known historical facts, such as
construction of the western portion of Fall River Road
through the Pass will be researched.

If Forest Canyon Pass has been one of the major
"highways" over the Continental Divide for eons, and
legends are true that Indians congregated there in great
numbers in summer, there shoud be evidence remaining
to verify that fact.
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FIELD METHODS

Forest Canyon Pass Survey datums were initiated
at the USGS benchmark, elevation 3594m, located at the
corner of the store at the Alpine Visitor's Center,
Rocky Mountain National Park on August 13, 1987.

The transit used was a Teledyne Gurley, Catalog
#62-20, Serial #TU2379, on loan from Powers Elevation
Company, Aurora, Colorado. The transit telescope has
+5' error, ie: subtract 5' from (+) angles, add 5'
to (-) angles.

All bearings True; set off East declination
11°50.0'obtained from the USGS for 105°47'30"W,
40°25N on August 12, 1987, 3352.8m SL elevation.

Starting at the junction of the Gore Range Over-
look Trail and 0ld Fall River Road/Ute Trail, eleven
stations were set along a 2700m segment of the Trail,
to the slope just past the quarry area. Elevations in
the Pass were controlled from the 3503m peak in the
Pass.

Distance from the Alpine Visitor Center to Station
1 is 2.25 km, distance from Station 1 to Station 11 is
1.5km, distance from Station 11 to Milner Pass/Poudre
Lake is 3.8km.

The transit was used for detailed mapping of
individual areas, using the survey stations as refer-
ence points. Some local areas were surveyed using
a tape and Brunton compass. A metric rod was used.

The crew was divided into teams with each team
working under an assigned leader. The team leaders
were under the supervision of Fred Rathbun, Field
Foreman. An approximate length of 1.5 km of Forest
Canyon Pass (5LR2) was surveyed during this project.

Colorado Cultural Resource Forms provided by the
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 1300
Broadway, Denver, Colorado, were used throughout.

Crew members were familiarized with these forms before
the survey, and each team leader carried a set of in-
structions for proper recordation in the field.

Open ground on the tundra was surveyed as sys-
tematically as possible. No attempt was made to in-
vestigate under clumps of krummholz, scrub willow or
other vegetation. Pin flags were used to mark art-
ifacts and features. Areas that displayed high con-
centrations of flags were then scrutinized more
closely.
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"Areas" were assigned temporary designations 1in
the field, and all artifacts given temporary numbers.
Those to be collected were recovered and bagged only
after all transit readings were finished. Artifacts
remained in the possession of the Survey Foreman or
his designees until the survey was completed.

Each "area" was mapped, very few photos and slides
were taken.

Crew members each hiked a minimum of five miles a
day above 11,000 feet, carrying loaded packs, dressed
in many layers of clothing as wind-chill factors were
at or below freezing most of the time, even on sunny
August days. Wind velocities were not recorded but
were extreme for most of each work day.

The survey crew can attest to spectacular scenery,
the fatigue and exhilaration of high places, the rel-
ative comfort of eating lunch in the shelter on the lee
side of a krummholz island, and to the difficulty of
surveying and mapping above 11,000 feet.
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SLR2, AREA A
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ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA A

Prehistoric:

#1 Broken projectile point. (Base and one side
missing). Heavy opalization obscures flaking
pattern. Tan jasper

Historic:

No historic artifacts were collected. Historic
debris noted included:

Broken glass (clear and brown), rusted tin cans
of various sizes and shapes, sheet metal fragments,
metal strips, rusted tire chain, pieces of 3mm
diameter rusted wire twisted together, rotted wood
pole, 470 cm long, believed to be a telephone pole.
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SITE DISCUSSION, AREA A

Area A is partially tundra, with an abundance
of scrub willow growth and the most "flat" terrain
of the survey area. It is near the historic habit-
ation area (P) and the pond and was probably used as
a "turn-around® for horses and wagons, possibly a
tether area for horses overnight, and a place to park
the wagons overnight. No information is available but
the same area may have been used as a parking lot when
Fall River Road was open and travelers stopped at the
head of Forest Canyon.

It also encompasses a junction of the Ute Trail
system: Old Fall River Road, present-day Ute Trail
and the trail to the Gore Range Overlook, so has been
a thoroughfare for much prehistoric as well as hist-
oric travel through Forest Canyon Pass.

Lithic debitage concentrations located near
Station 1 consisted almost entirely of two materials:
red jasper and gray quartzite. A number of the flakes
had been worked and/or utilized, indicating, along
with a broken projectile point, a prehistoric activity
area that was probably the scene of tool manufacture
and resharpening, and food preparation.

Remnants of the historic telephone line were
found on the northern perimeter of Area A in the
form of rotting poles and rusted guy wire. (See
TELEPHONE LINE section, this report).

Two hearths were noted:

Feature 1. 1Isolated. Probably prehistoric;
Approximately 60x70 cm. in size.
Made of 7 pegmatite stones, all of
which were submerged in the soil,
overgrown with grasses and covered
with lichens. Largest colony, 8mm.

Feature 2. Probably historic, displays latest
use. Rusted tin can embedded in soil
of the hearth. A piece of charcoal
was also noted. Located within 20m
of the Trail.

This large open area at a junction of the Ute
Trail system would have been an ideal meeting and camp-
ing spot for prehistoric peoples, it is flat and has
a nearby water supply.

NOTE: Station 1A was established as an alternate
datum for an adjoining area. A day later, fresh elk
tracks and droppings at the flag site and shreds of the
flag led the survey crew to believe elk had eaten or
chewed the flag. Datum 1B was then set to replace the
missing 1A.
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PREHISTORIC ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA B

#2 Biface knife fragment. White chert (poor guality
because of inclusions). Flaking crude.

#5 Projectile point. Red jasper. See POINT TYPOLOGY
section for analysis results.

#8 Tool material. Silicified, welded tuff, dark gray
crystal. 985.5 gram chunk. Not local to survey area.

#9 Probable moccasin-last (Leather-forming tool) .Black
amphibolite. Not local to survey area. Brownish
polished section was underground, dark weathered
portion exposed above ground.

Not collected: Two cores of tool material. One brown
jasper, one red jasper.

Lithic concentrations: Two. One was 1 meter across, the
other a 1m x 3m scatter (with a steel bolt within
the concentration). Both concentrations consisted of
a mixture of tool materials.



HISTORIC ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA B

#3 Milk-glass sherd, probably from cosmetic
cold-cream jar

#4 Brass ring fragment, probable winch plate
for mining equipment. Deformed by use.

#6 Clear glass bottle-neck fragment from molded
bottle. Probable use: Soda, medicinal,
condiments or liquor

#7 Plate glass shard with lichen growth. Glass
is % inch thick, probably from a car win-
dow. "Windows and windshields of early cars
were all made of plate glass which was all
3 inch thick. Lamination started in the

mid-30s" (Personal communication, Mike Richter,
1987).

#7: Dr. James B. Benedict has identified the lichen
growth on this glass as one of the Rhizocarpons. It
would require chemical tests to positively identify
the species. Benedict measures the thallus as 12mm
in size and believes it to be a minimum of 40 years
of age, assuming it grew under optimum conditions.
(Personal communication, James B. Benedict, 1987.)

k% k%%

()symbols on map were identified in the field as wire
hoops from nail kegs.

Other historic debris was common tin cans, broken glass,
and assorted rusted hardware.
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#3 Milk-glass sherd

#4 Brass ring
fragment

#6 Clear glass
bottle-neck
fragment
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#5 Projectile point

#7 Plate glass fragment

(Arrows denote lichen growth)
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#8 Tool material
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SITE DISCUSSION, AREA B

Area B lies adjacent to the Ute Trail and the
historic habitation site (P). It is open, with
patches of scrub willow on gently sloping terrain
and has disturbed gravels.

Here, as in other areas of this survey, part-
icularly P and Q, there is a mixture of prehistoric
and historic artifacts on the ground, some lying
near each other.

One hearth was recorded. The stones had no
lichen growth. It was approximately 90cm x 90cm in
size, and may be historic. No detailed mapping of
the hearth was done.

The presence of a projectile point, knife frag-
ment, tool material, a leather-forming tool that may
be a moccasin-last, two cores of different materials
and two lithic flake concentrations, plus scattered
lithic debitage all suggest intense prehistoric
activity that may have included camping, hunting, food
preparation, tool manufacture and resharpening, and
working of leather to produce items of clothing.

Artifact #9, the probable moccasin-last, was
embedded half-in and half-out of the ground at an
angle, with the rough end above ground. The survey
foreman, a professional geologist, recognized the
material as not local to the area, and on investi-
gation, discovered the artifact. The same is also
true of artifact #8, a chunk of tool material.
Prehistoric people had apparently transported the
items (both fairly heavy) into this area from unde-
termined sources.

Area B seems to exhibit evidence of the broadest
range of early human industries in the survey area.
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ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA C

Prehistoric:

3 Utilized flakes, gray quartzite

1 secondary flake, Kremmling chert

Historic:

3 rotting telephone poles.

P1l. 510cm length with 3m of 3/8 in. copper
guide-wire with dead-man still in ground.

P2. Disintegrating pole with 5 in. spike.

P3. Pole with supporter, with approximately
2m heavy copper guide wire and 2 ft.
other wire. This pole is shown off

the map. It is located N33°0'E, dist-
ance 23.75m from Area C datum.

No artifacts were collected.

SITE DISCUSSION, AREA C

The remains of three historic telephone poles
and related hardware are found in this section. No
other artifacts were noted except for a minor scatter
of lithic flakes, too dispersed to be of consequence.
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5LR2,
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SITE AND ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA D

Area D is a site where concentrated lithic tool
manufacture took place and where eight distinctly
identifiable materials were utilized. Other debitage,
much of it micro-flakes, could not be identified.

Materials identified are: Red jasper, brown
jasper, white quartzite, Kremmling chert, gray chert,
red chert, white agate, and pink agate, with red jas-
per accounting for a larger percentage (as much as 75%)
than all the other materials added together.

8 flakes were over 2.5cm in size. Dozens of flakes
were 1.5-2.5cm in size. 1In the spots of highest lithic
concentration, there were hundreds of micro-flakes (or
finishing flakes).

One core of red jasper was recorded. (Not collected).

The portion of the site immediately on the north
side of the large outcropping was a steep vertical drop
of approximately 1.5 meters. The flakes shown near the
top of the map (Area D) were on a more gently sloping
space below the sharp vertical area. Flake locations
downhill from the out-cropping may be the result of
slope wash from the concentration around the core.

Warmed by the sun and sheltered from the wind,
Area D would have been a pleasant place to work, manu-
facturing tools from materials that had been procured
elsewhere, as they are not local to the survey area.

71



5LR2, Area E
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PREHISTORIC ARTIFACTS, AREA E

#10 Projectile point, large. See 5LR2 POINT
TYPOLOGY AND ANALYSIS for details.

#11 Small biface knife, Gray Kremming chert.
#12 Biface knife, tan oolitic breccia.

#13 Knife. Much lichen growth on ventral
side. Kremmling chert.

#14 Projectile point mid-section. Non-diag-
nostic. Red Jasper. Bifacial flaking.

#15 Projectile point base, opal. See 5LR2
POINT TYPOLOGY AND ANALYSIS.

#16 Projectile point, white Kremmling chert.
See 5LR2 POINT TYPOLOGY AND ANALYSIS
for details.

#80 Scraper/Knife, irregqular shape; brown
metaquartzite, has 8mmx15mm lichen
growth

Other: One red jasper core was noted in the Station 6
area.

Lithic flake concentrations: A total of eight were
noted. The concentration nearest Station 5
had all flakes of one material: opal. All
other concentrations contained a wide range
of tool materials. Many of the flakes had
been utilized, (none were collected). A
lump of charcoal was noted with one of the
concentrations in the Station 6 area.

Lithic flakes scattered: A significant amount of
debitage was noted over Area E. Artifacts
#11 and #12 were found in close proximity
to much lithic debitage.
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#10 Projectile point

(Arrows denote
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#11 Biface knife

#12 Biface knife

£13 Knife

5LR2, Area E




#14 Projectile point mid-section
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#15 Projectile point base

#16 Projectile point
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#80 Scraper/knife

5LR2, Area E (Station 5)
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FEATURES, AREA E, 5LR2

Feature l--Hearth. Probably Archaic? All rocks are
submerged 5cm in the ground. Rocks are
gneiss. Tin can found at hearth.

Feature 2--Pit. Tar-paper fragments associated. Prob-
able outhouse or storage shed ruin. Drawing
created from rough sketch and measurements,
may not be exactly to scale.

Features 3, 4, 5-- Three hearths clustered nearby. All
constructed of granite and gneiss blocks, all
have colonies of lichen (probably several
species of Rhizocarpon) up to 33mm. Same
materials and same lichens suggest the hearths
were constructed at the same time. All sunken.

Feature 6--Hearth. Stones are half-buried. Large
rock at center right is 15cm high. "Leafy"
lichens occur on the stones as well as
several species of Rhizocarpon up to 15mm in
size. Probably Archaic due to extent of
subsidence, needs dating to be sure.

Feature 7--Arc of stones, 2.5m long. Made of gneiss
and pegmatite stones 6-10 inches in dia-
meter and placed almost touching each other.
Subsidence in the soil 1-2cm. The arc
appears to be part of a stone circle, but
heavy growth of willow and spruce obscured
any further view. Artifacts #10, a large
projectile point,and #13 were found near
the arc.
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SITE DISCUSSION, AREA E

The presence of heavy lithic debitage and several
fire hearths in this area are probable indicators of
long-term prehistoric activity. Also present is a
2.5m length segment of a possible stone circle. The
stones are subsided several centimeters into the soil.
Thick vegetation obscures any further continuation of
the circle. This stone arc (Feature 7) was not mapped
separately.

Four diagnostic projectile points were collected
from this area, the highest concentration of points
from any locality of the survey. Three lithic knives
were also recovered here. The relatively large amount
of lithic debitage scattered throughout Area E may
indicate a long-term camp/manufacturing/butchering
site used on successive summers or that a large group
gathered here at least once. The probable stone cir-
cle gives some validity to the suggestion of a favored
or long-term campsite.

The age of the hearths, Features 1,3,4,5, and 6
cannot be stated conclusively without carbon-dating.
The stones are subsided to varying depths and over-
grown with grasses. Most of them have extensive lichen
growth. If the hearth-stones were laid on ground sur-
face at the time of construction they could possibly
be of Archaic origin. Features 1 and 6 appear to be of
the greatest age.

Eight separate intense concentrations of lithic
flakes were noted. The materials represented at each
place are diverse except for the one nearest Station 5,
where only opal was found. Lithic flakes of a broad
range of materials were noted throughout Area E, with
red jasper and Kremmling chert together accounting for
more than 50% of the total, and all other materials
accounting for the remainder. Many of the flakes had
been utilized.

A trail segment with four cairn markers shows in-
termittently through grassy patches and disappears on
bare rocky ground. It runs roughly parallel to the
Ute Trail. It may stem from prehistoric use but doubt-
less is also used today by Park visitors who leave
the Ute Trail.

Area E was not wet at the time of the survey but
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the vegetation indicates marshy-boggy conditions exist
at* times. Road construction may have damned the original
drainage which slopes down from Station 6, so that during
prehistoric times the marshy conditions may not have
existed.

#15, a Paleo point base, which is blackened and
appears to be fire-pocked was recovered 20 meters from
the nearest fire hearth.

A historic pit, located far removed from this area
and all others gives no clue as to its usage. Excava-
tion could possibly yield more information. ©No historic
artifacts, all minor in nature, were collected from
Area E.

90






LEGEND
Trail Junction- @

Ute Trail e+~
Transit stations-0O

Area Perimeters o

0 40 80

°
Q
W),
L]
'S
"06<0
fo)
',-'
&
¥
g ©
® .-~
AREA F —->O 3
® ®
’1
@ ,-'
L&
@
INDEX MAP

OF AREAS AND
TRANSIT STATIONS
ALONG UTE TRAIL,
FOREST CANYON PASS

SLR2

120 160 200m




5LR2, Area F
2 4 6 10m
L esmsss  ceesssss. |

93

LEGEND
"F" Area Datum-- A

N

Krummholz--cgz;f
Willow--jt@
Lithic flake-- g9
Hearth—-Qz




SITE DISCUSSION, AREA F

"F" datum is on the top of a bare hill. A
hearth was noted at an opening in the surrounding
krummholz and willows. One lithic flake was lo-
cated outside the main clearing.

The hearth could be excavated and carbon-dated
for assignment of cultural affiliation.
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5LR2, Area G
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ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA G

Prehistoric:

7 lithic flakes. 4 white chert, 1 brown jasper,
1 purple jasper, 1 gray quartzite. (Not collected)
Historic:

#76 Bottle-lip fragment (sun-purpled). Metallic
oxides added to glass account for certain colors.
Manganese or nickel create purple colors; particularly
after exposure to sunlight the color intensifies. This
artifact was probably a machine-made bottle with a hand-
applied neck, creating what is called a double-collared
mouth. This style "mouth" was used on peppersauce (or
condiment) bottles and bitters (medicinal) bottles.

#79 Round metal tag with small hole for wire or
string attachment. Rusted. 2.5cm diameter. "12" is
stamped or embossed. Probably a commercial or indus-
trial identification tag.
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#76 Bottle-lip fragment

#79 Metal tag

S5LR2, Area G




SITE DISCUSSION, AREA G

Only a scatter of lithic flakes were found here,
none of the seven noted were collected. Four lithic
materials were represented: white chert, brown jas-
per, purple jasper, and gray quartzite. The flakes
are an indication of prehistoric tool manufacture
or resharpening.

Historic debris was minor, with only two items

found, unusual perhaps because of the close proximity
to the historic habitation and quarrying sites.
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ARTIFACT AND SITE DESCRIPTION, AREA H

This site was littered with concentrations of
small finishing flakes with a wide range of materials
represented. Kremmling chert, yellow-brown jasper
and white chalcedony were the most numerous. Only one
flake of red jasper was recorded, a marked contrast
to the lithic debitage at Area D.

This manufacturing site is well protected from
wind, as is Area D. It is on a saddle between two
pegmatite knobs. A trail goes through the saddle,
(not the Ute Trail).

The hearth is near the trail, both of which could
be prehistoric or historic. Pegmatite fragments lie
over the hearth. Though the hearth scale (see drawing)
is approximate, it is about 100 by 100cm in size.

Prehistoric:

#17 Projectile-point base. White chert. See
POINT TYPOLOGY section for further analysis

Historic:
Rusted springs from a car seat, bits of burned
wood, and a piece of asphalt roofing material were

noted at Area H but no definitive locations were re-
corded, they are not shown on the map.
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ARTIFACT DESCRIPTIONS, AREA J

Prehistoric:

#48 Projectile point. (See 5LR2 POINT TYPOLOGY
section for details.)

#49 Worked flake, salmon-pink agate

#50 Scraper fragment, crazed and pocked, salmon
opal

#51 Worked flake, very small, rose-colored opal

#52 Worked flake. Fire cracked. Straight edge
may be ground. Opal

#53 Worked flake, very small. May have been

used as graver. Red jasper.
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