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H__roEwoan

Extondig over conidemb1ia period of tie an ezaumtive

noarci in end about ihmond for informathm ro3ting to the bintry

of the 1att oizno han now been cozp3.ntcd Recognizing the neocrnity

of cloate docum7ntnry and otographio evidence in dradng plane for

the rentortion end ntabiliaation of thin hintorlo atruotuio no

enon an nparod in the ufTort Xt in regret1thblo but ia inunt report

at the conolizaten of thin etudy that onij acant recorod evidnco

cnafna to nubetantiate the raiii1 apparent wvoitioruar character

of thin buU4ing

The deponitorlee ernrched in Iuiohnond included nU Uational

Vark 3orvice filon the Virginia State Librarr end Archivrn including

Dr IckcnrodeO filei the Valentine Awrnu ludin the Cook

CoUeation the l3attle Abbot the Vite floune of the Confederny and

the collection ci .zivata npom of Ur Abl4r Johnnton arehitect

and engineer

Thin neaeh oxtondei throuih nuch publtnhed VQ1UsI an ____

and Lcaer3 iUerc Thotorrcwhic lliatory the Civil tr Lcwlir

IUuztratod wpar llarpera Ulutrathd flitor of the Civil irn.j pç

The 5ldiora in on Civil fln and eU the 4zceornioned photogrtpha in
__________

varioun deponitorion

flone of the foregoing nourcee lieted produced oven elight

reference to the Vatt fara



Ztththt at the bo thia project it iould rire

only ncral ort to thd photogmph ot the zpcrtuit flainea U11 ttla

which i.iwo picturc the att flowe ari1y we

would cçeot to find 3ra photcgreth There ii direct icatten

hoovar that Drady never saw the TIatt ifouce flie biorqher flo Mordith

aayns For 13ray the Sevan yn had been harxadng eten The nXçht

rnarchee end conatent fighting of an a.ny puchud b7 rolent1sn foe all

added to the tLVtioultioa of pictureastaking Thit he wan able to obtatn

sconce of the fortificationa at Yorktann Fair Cake rapevirze 3xidge

Savages Station and of Lowen ettnt at aerial obsorvutian at

eonioovju1o Thning the woeka that toUavmd at flarrirona landing

1rad and Woodbuzy busied themoolvea botcgraphing activiUcin at the

bose Since flz Lowes aerial station wan located on Willient Oa.tne

farm whith ajoina the %att Pam ticulir attention was ivan to this

group of photoraphn but none ravoalod lartarka indicating thc voro

tocrn within sight dintanca of the Watt ilcuac inco the Confederates

xlied hoaviIy on ckotchen in tany instnnces all avnilblo rhatchea

depicting Ittobmond and its curroundinga were studied Thin study

rioldod anly the jainting bi Prince du JoimtiUe which ehow the

tatt fana and portion of one of the outbuildinge

Available private lottxe of noldiere rho fought in the 3even

Dan J3attle were read with the hopa of finding written deecriptton

of the iarQ but withoit definite euceaca



tit in the Comtr 1Iouirn arioior Virginia

ae t.tbliBhd the fact tht aU county recorda exc1ding th9 ronal

prpert and s.tat tax records were deatrorei by fire in J6
Mn1 doed desorition detail conoidembla structural etures of

builtinga situated on laMe covered by sd There were no recor3sd

deeds of this property in the oourt house jricr to

AU the known living deacondants of flugb and sarah tatt

the original owners of the hoiuon were poroonalr contactcc ani the

same negative reapcnse was received in each instance It seamed

reasonable to asaume that one nber of the family ould have boon

interos ted in keeping caplete fmfly record AU the older living

iaeiubora of the faaily had personal Zanily papero but none had any

donce zolat4ug to the Watt Houze and farm

Other than ago this structure gained its pr1iary historical

significance in few hours on Jis 27 US2 by being the huartera

of Union Corps CouMer in chare ct the troops north of the

Chiokahciny Rivei during the rattle of Jiriei iU and ite m.ibrequcnt

uns as iold hopithl This rao cliht cause to accord the house any

particultr importance at the tine nino moat of the farm bui1digs in

this sparsely settled section of relatively largo in1ividual land

holdings were used an headquarters tar sorno general coand.tng or

e3.o as hcapitala Indeed It is sale to aennno thit neat of the

structures in the path and ake of the iedsral retreat fron echnicsi

viUe to the James T1ir during the $oven tkye Battle were ucd as

howiqucrtora and/cr hospitals



lb iu cn1 ttr ape zmp ycrzs rnd co1rb1e etuy

that Btt1 oi Cameo iU tt 1r crgsd to t.oko it piece

an one uS thi battlàà ót the ineular ouraS.gn The loeel

iubitnta barc1 know the Fedorel oticcr coianthg the nintu1r

caipain atteetcd bt Mrs Ew.i 1tO did not r1te witi1 two

rare 1j.tor how blócaod we ore in hdng an CThUndCrQf thie invding

arnr chriiithm gont12nnn.3

inoo thin obnoire An1 rtote Atrez boue with no prrtiO

ulAr nignificnCa or iAorthnc.o attaciet to it nti1 1.ctr there

san no manon to roncrve photo phic or nrthiu1 rtcorde conceinp

itu oar2 hiotort Thororor the atdo nfcriation r1ating to the

att Huie provided in thin nurvoy wiU 1orgoly c1opon on one contoornr1

dozcrption the ratt rnn before nnd jur.t itor the 2.%2 bitt1u

found in the 1.910 edition oS the rithui rror Uj Viit \ith

Gtciothux bi 1A of Snrth Wattj

t1i tz recordu houod in the state LibrA2y 1ilc1iM pzti inIr

vicie md nii1.y pepre

At thie point the writoz cono vitheut epology thitb he

han not hact the net cnary rofcoiona1 trnining or orce to mn1e

definite dotoritnattonn ro rdinj the exiotirig atrteture an4 roccinMs

that en architect iericd in hietoric struaturen chottid et.idj the

bttilding and record hin flndingn
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Aiitrattye rate

liuliding or 8truatur Vatt Uouze Building No

Building Repori Pile lo

otogiwph and iliuctrative plane it osnible of Eigniflclrnt

featuree of the building

Attached after the narratii dccripticn

tarratic at.tncnt of the 1oiow hitoriea3 itpcrLaneo or c4ricoc1tica

of the building

u1Ticiuut dociont1r7 orionco zciaine to fizr1y enttbUvh the

hiotorical cinificence of the %att flowe ar4 farm ao it reltco to the

etubborn ansi b1ooy opuiin haee of the cvon tayu i1ttlo

Just aftcr firot narngtc Proitt 4nooin i1lcd on Coore

13 McClell4m to take coand of tao Aunr of the rotam.a Then he took

control of the intj it wa rcat dinorganid mob ritrained srnrl

dicouraed In fom nonthe Clol1zn had cötablichecl orgnitation

trzino4 and dieciplined tho mtn and prncc doprtdablc irlt of

mplr On lovcnbcr 3CL tho eo4 len inftold 3cott ia rotirL

and cCle11an wa nado condor th..ehiot of all the aniei of the

Uniteti itaton MoClollan poctponnt the ziipanrting ineuler oanp fn

until epring The z.tbora of the iinietzstion in 7a hington bone



thro14hly diid th ikLeUanz OrRttQn tw1 he rOss UOi to

thr ccrntnd of only the Army of the Pototo FiZWUy in April l32

tjo Jd9r ay cunce4 the ulow and bozioua march trtxn Fortreeo

Monroe tnttr Richmond up the peniwula fornod by the Jemee and Tork

Rivrt Thin peninuir epatn iinatu it the sewn Ty TatIlen

of June and July

The roderal troops had iarchod to point uithin ix ntlon of

Riohtond before they hnlteri The Confoorate Army wiTh ito back to

Riohmancl wan rnutndei by cn Joeeph Johnnton

1cCle1rno campzirn ntratoy wan douolopnd on the rttee

that SAj Ion UcPowcUn Firet Corpa encamped at Frorickntr

would be eont to join him before Rithmortd Thoreforu an ho artvnoed

up the pentrrnu1i ho nMftd the rairht of hiti force to the riht

both to cover hia base at the Thito floue on the anunkey tter n4

to cnab.e him to join oTotofl vtho me to move ornd fren

Fdrtckobux

The Chichoitny Tivor cute the pcnl.nnuln on burn frozn the

northieet to the nouthoet Tt headn up not far from the tnkry on

which ToClollan wan benod pmn few mien eixnt of ichmm ernd thn

f1ovn noiithnantmtvd Into the Jon flenrno of non .Thckne

frihtoning utroken in the nrn4oah Valley IctondUo ortri to join

cC1nl1an were crncoiled Johnnton not hnnin thin nec piAnn to

the Fedoril forcon boforo onforcomontn could coote up

UoClellano five corpe were dividod three corpe etretohing along to



flcrth bank of 1c3thouiy fruit i1bz to the arpev1no 1rice

whro the line orod the river nd the zciMrzg two corpa dep1oyd

southward to the Ttit Swap

Jotce p1n ae to criaah the Federal forcee eouUi of the

river The fS.xt battle the outeldrtn of the capital wer touht

31 1862 en4 ie knoin an Fair Oka or Soven Pinui In this battle

Johnnton was zevero1r wounded and the oowmd of the Ariy of Horthern

Virginia paneed into the haMa of 1n Lee

oClo11an altar avon Pinei clzifted all hie army ecopt the

corps of a4 Gen Lt ortez couth of the Chickahiny and

antnhed

Lee dlep tohed Cion 3tuarte cwva3.ry to dotorrtino

oC1e11ana relatii poattion After receiving Stuarto rport be

decided on uvzilt aocret ooncentrttton of alnoot hie entire nrmr on the

north bsank of the Chic cniny to crh Portc.r Jackon recoivd orfer

to leave the hcimndooh VaLley approath fron the nrthwat aM

the Union right f1mc on Jima thereby e1erin the north bank of

the Chickaha4ny The niain edorite foDco ocne by Le
stretching a1a the eoith bank of the Chi hotthy wae to co the

river at echanicsviUe whcn the front waz cleared The cuiM inal

to open the battle becaao coiiwod a1laing the Fedorala tne to

clear ocuzniosviUe after brief skirmiah and to ornpy trong

position behind Beaverdi Creek anall stream that flows Into the



Ct the Union Loreca J44QJa doternind othnd Thnt n1ht

ckoon novin down frz the north1 paed bcrjond the Union zight flank

and rortor fell back to cecond prepared poeitti on cwvin ridge seat

of Pethite Crk There on the twontywenth waa touht the second of

the Seven Days Battlei known as inoa Ull

It was tixo oclock in the afternoon before the Confederate

attack began that hour /t flilia division denporntczy aaulted

center and loft flank for tro hours and was puleel At tonr

Lan street to his ziht anc oloeer to the river innt in to rnlicve the

pronnure on Hill end turned hie feint into real attack Thie loft half

of the Federal line extended aoroc the Watt Fea with the ratt Homo

oitwitcid a3iaoot in the center of the entire Union line ri II Hill

joined Jackson and th.y rarchd down from the north over ioods roado co

windiftg that much tine was lost getting into The battle on Portvrn rirht

hon the7 did join the fray thcir orco.e were bwL1j aeaterod Th the

ineantjno Porter had received it few roonforcements ircn the rnin body

arors the river

hcvrtly before dtrk ortors line broke near the Tatt 01

and tha Union forces retreated throih the woods croeed the ChicJwthoiin.y

and joined the xzain rodoinl arlny in genemi retreat which ultimately

ended on the James Piver near Harrions Lending

Portcru statenont estnblithod the Watt 1iouc an the conind

headquarters during thin battle fixed ry headquarters at fl ret at



the Mztma ouf-t arl.y in the batt leea1tt becna hoepttL

and advanced to the Tatt flawrn on nero elovated çroont

att3.o scone ohifted aercee the Chickahoeiny txs

mendoun nunber of caeualtioa wcro left in the rako oI the armiev The

Watt floun wsa taken over an hospital Yatt Howe had bn
the scene of the fio2ceat fighting of the day and an tottl wreck

Xt iaa now being uaod an hospital and every building on the place

ii cxanded rith the ees noundod6

%hat in the propoaod use of the Hietoric tiuotuio

After being restored it in proponed that thin bulidli be

used for N3 nployeo quarters

land holdinge adzdnietorad by the Richnond Iationol Lattlefild

lark north of the Janice River inoludo nix widely perutod iarcel on

pcrihcry spanning northeast Richxiiond distance of nty.five milra

separates the noxtherzost aection Cold thrbor area end the southcrnnot

section Fort flarrieon area vhcro the rrce
located At the preeont time the Cold ilerbor area to in velope and

lacks ate facilities and eraennol for administration prototicn

and interpretation Rental housing in the rural aection of Cold crhr

is at premiua since the population in niade up of nmafl hoia pivetcly

owned

The UIIOU 66 projr propocos the location of no Viritoi

Center in the vioinitr of lochanicaviUe near the beginning of the pnrk



tc Th rct 4att oie will prd doiourin for tho znhtntorn

nid to this esotion of the park Thin aruoicenb will botter

prottion ation and tatioxi for thin otion ot the

uith no edditiocnal coat to the overnment

It the Building ts to be rofurnished and othibited an Hictoria Honon

unoi what tunda are ogrsmed for the roAzrninhin or iihat ooperatIvct

agrecientn have been oxocuted or projioced for urn.tshing and operating the

hou3e

Since the builtU.ng in proposed to ho used an emp1oa houxing

no Amda have boat appropriated for thin ptrpooo nor han there been

soriouc condduration given to thin iossiW.a uaago

rtcuImc TWLTA

1.2 Uaae of first oimor and date of conztruction

Rush 1att froi Flonniiin Antrim Countq Irolani xarricd

argarot Mills Thoi had two oonn George and lluch Watt The widov and

her two none onigratod fran Ireland to Jtiohnond Virginia 1790

oorge Watt wai rohnnt and hin outgor brothor1 Uugh c1er1od in his

toro George vae rter nnbor and elder of the irat Irebytrri.n

Church richmond Ito uarried 1.araret Thum and had nix daughters and

two sons

1ugh 7att the eldor fluh Watt yoxngor non and broUicr oi

George xrried sarah 1ohannon Kidd on April 1601 1ie was the

daughter of Pittausn I.td4 and hin wire Marr Austin daughter of John

10



Awtt to whom iade rcme J4.cxtOb1ivo grnto of land pzircipally

in ztovor Counf Sarah Xi1 inherited trod hor father ittan Xicd

the iu called SrSngdal in Hanover about thirteen miles from Richnond

Thie uae the 1tatt tam on hich they lived with their five children

Coerge Ttatt the eon of Huh end Sarth acquired the farn tn

136 The roungeet of five children ho wae born Auiuct 11 l8l at

pringtield Hanover Counts Virinda the batt3.around of Juno 27 lPt2

At the an of tittecm he woe taken from uchool end put with rilliem

tmythe dealer in chixutraro Uchaond to tttd not like thir vootion wd

for five yearc worked with hia brothor.tnlaw John flai naker of nil kIMe

of nachinery Be moved eet then went uth hre ho aned in bucineet

with hia brother In 310 he began manufacturing p3cwe In l3143 movnd

from Alabaiua and wnb into bwineos with hio brotherwinini John il
making p3xw end maohinxy In lCh6 ho moved to 1tchznond where he nao in

buainceo the att now

careful revier of oore Wattn buinoo acttvitioe ven to

iôve ie never lived on the att Farm after reaching adulthood it

ppcar9 that bin rimar1 intoret in the farm 0i111p17 kec1nt Vie old

Jioio place in the family 13y virtue of the difficult7 trv3l hO Could

not have lived on the farvi trnd conchictod bunineoe in Ttichrond Sftce ha

eiirtod the Lam until bin death in ichaond in the year the farm

undoutedly vorked and the lin occupied by tenant

In 1532 arthfl Watt inherited thin property 360 o.crhn in

one tract and 171 acme in another from her family and in 1333 olin



watt kband dcclard rd 2gtl prJO at joint

rncr of they property Evidontly Thcy had liurcd on th fera for

nwibor of years rio to ncrch bocause the family records listed

George Vatt an haviu been born at tSpringficldn Auguet 11 loiS

Also they must hwca lived in ctrn retentiow thiollinr than the

Watt Houno before 186 since the ed value for tax purpono

ainot the buildings this tract was only lO.OO It eeee

reaonablo to aeeto that after they acquired Lea sftle title thny

orzstruotecI ora ccufotab1o hone bocauGo the ated v1uo for

tax puzpoeee against the buildings on the 36O-aore tract wa advanced

in 1836 Lrcsa 2$O.OO to 120.90 There wore no buildinpn listed on

the 171 acres The assenod vnlue for tax purposes sgninnt the

buildingo never exoodcd l0O0.0O This fact in accepted as proof

that the Watt House is construoted btieen 1813 to

344 Name of architect and docuint narrative of the construction

Mr AnLblnr Johnston notM rthitect snd 1er of

Richmond Virginia stated his opinion relative to the rr.tt 3owe

foUa WAll through the rvrtMr rsion and stippoas other

veotlcnn an well moot tarn hoi mmre construc4ed by local labor

Thcrr was in most every comur1ty skilled craft.azn in the bni1iit

trade It was oustaiarj when constructing tarn hce to cpoy

nan of thin type and detail to him an ioa as to the desired sire nd

shape of the hcucm one wirhnd to build plus the kind of ratoriil to

used After recruiting local labor the contractor would begin



corLltrwztion tWt believe it ioul4b reAsonable to mj t-at nny

of b4lder of that day working on thie typo etuotwe could not

rwd luaprinte much bce realia the ralience cre of the out

etanding contemporary buildore placed en them

rx have not poreorml3r mtwed the details of this buildth to

approxtate ito ago other Uum to dotozdne the tact it vas ntandir

intact during the Gaines Mill Battle SaAoUaeo study of thic eort

is rdelcading UsaUy country contctor would inherit him jroAaii

from his father It would then oo raasonabbo that he woulf be u9ing

building techniques that would have been in ccom usace rnbor of yra
think the att oua was contrictocI by local contrc tar

and that he employed local naihborood labor If all the AULy records

wore preserved dot they would iovea1 acre cenatruction data than

material end labor cot
This interview plus the recenrch effort tcnth to indicate no

coiwtrution infornntion in prenorved rzin the Y%tt flcye

Changes artd Additions cinco construotion with doewnentation

rjdeno from intervirne and scant documentation lndo tuport

to the belief That no wjoz additions or fl05 hnTO OCCWXOd LftOtin

or altering the present day appearance of this structure The pin
marn and total neglect have oblitertod all the cutbuildine

The first record of need for major rqairn is noted soon eWr

the 1862 Gaines Mill l3attle The condition of the building was

described as wreok by Mrs aw he further stated that

13



rz1le ad et1ro torn b3r shot td the wthr.bording

honconbod kvl minie balle end ovary pano of g1u

bj 4ra hew a3.sa etated that cannon ball tor

through the roof of the tblo and notber knocked off the top of the

kitchen ch2oney.U

hra hax wwz writing for plio conaumptton end it ny well

be that oho wa carried awn with emotion But evon eio her account

does not ae to indicate the %iuil1ng -tvaa in need of major alt rotione

nor waa anj eeotioa of the house totally dcntroed

Povinibly ecmo of the matoria3 in the franovork of the buil3ing

will ehow r$.nca during toztion and rtab1liration indicntir the

extent of dnme and of ropaire inuc1iatoly fo1lorXn the bett1

nearcuwn oxiate in re1avznt iafornation fron the 3ato of

the narrative deicription vrittha by 1ts Raw until the year 1901 with

Thie one notable exceptions Ta flubard local ident tho

nincty4no yaro of age etetoes To my knacrlode the extorior apperuno

of thin building hen not boon ned during ny lifathne aJ thora boon

major eltoratione to the aio end hapo of the building would corthiniy

have noticed The place had that outhuiltttnga that were neoeoarr for on

ordmnery farm howcz Thoae buildings raduarLy dieapard thzh lack

of upkeep would not attpt to point out their 3.ooatl

Au ply etttO dt13i14 the years ftor the battle trntfl

1937 when the 1att farm left the omerthip of the ntt Armilzy in all



1ik31ihood the hoe wan ocupid brj tonant uw.r Thin being true

oe1jr vezi p1e end eoonical repaira were made to the buildingtW
Additional reliable oidonoo of the buildine condition was

recently mcovorod an the ronlt of feature article pubthhcd Sn

local mewepaper After redix the story throo peo1o who had rcntd

end lived in thie house Sn the ar3 1900s oeo foronrd with firatbana

infonnation on the cubjoct Thy aret Sr MArtin 22 on kvnus

Ilichiand pringv Virginia 1901.4$02 Ire Cw1 CnpbeU Woiker Tut

Dox ichaond virginia l9o and Iiis areb aulding 1902 flEet

ino ZU.lo Road Highland pringn Viriuia l9o19l2 After con

duet4d tour through the houc thcty all ngrccd that the ntrottre etill

etAn4n an it did at the turn of tho centurr Thoy inro all dronfc1 by

the yorp poor condition of the build.thg perticularl.y the interior

ptatenent in which thoy all conourrot in woith

eop1o were prone to viit thrir nihb9r on Siindu tn nrny of the

oldtiraern htcI knatrn the houno durini the 1vil Par Thin ww

general topic of cony ation beck in thoci dryn in thin jrt of the

xnintzy more than it is todel Ve uced to diecuan the Yatt 1ouen r.M

Ltn use an hoepittl to one evor eeted it ia ny d1 ffrrnt than

it in today Thore night rnvo buim crv minor repfrn hut ncio ot th
altered the overall ep arenos of the house enough to be noticwblo

Rouses beok then era made of ood material and made to laoi



4-

The 7ccored account actu1 repdrt to the herze oe

curri in 3$ aftcr it had ben pu thu3od by the l1attlefield ar

Ccaertton 141d to the Vfrglnia tato ConrvUon and Peve
mont Cnieaion The deeon turud the rocnt1y acquircd park

p2rtieO OVeI to the 7ationa3 Park forvice nd the Ciir1licn Ccnerva

tIon Corpe to ewlop orving ho iver the utt oune 1ie

nietration of thle bu1thg rtnained under the Concrvztton cud

Tovo1opnont deion until tit.o to aU flichmond Vational Ltt1th1

Park property- vms accepted br the Focera1 iornitent on July l1 l9Iih

The raon for this roervation mc to have oarctiker liviu nrr

the other trnrDorrod landt to keep the ocmniion infuod ae to the

prot4ction boin ivrn their invoctziont The Watt floune rciinod

unccr the porviion of the c1wintan of the Conoration Crneion

and Local xnn ho had lived on the prcpert for 8evtral ycara rae

nployed Oarotaicor

The CCQ oere nvrnr repaired thie Lrlino The ork in

l93 ae done by Our a11tWl friond 7r Uenzy Tayloz of Clnlxrno and

ralor Xnc.1

The tilet of C1Mbornc an Tiylor Tno ctn1 onntrittore

contain no rnt1.on of the rpir cince the job excopt for rtr5l

cetc ctw domtcd Lr Johncton iho eplood the contrnotor

Thie rot-Ic co itoi of etrictly eronor ropntr worc trr1r to

Iccp the builring atnciinr nntil it could be traneferred to Feral

amorahip ront and baclc enthmoe etepe roro conotrwto4 rotten

1f



Un p1Ôc fallen brtoka r$d and elate roof rne taken

fr rated biln in tcwn and placed over tarpaper roof that ve on

thobuilding

WTho total cuet of the reaire ae 2O9.QO might add hero

carlioat recollection of the building in 191$ ran that it had

wood cinglo roof.47

In 1912 the bui1din an in dire ned of repair flr tckcmrode

Uwt ar inforied 4r .lahrnticn rrota .Fnan in rogazde to the fltt

ioune1 een to nio to be ercatly in need of repair think th4Rt

Lce nonethiii in done prott coon the building will beocre onoralIy

dpidLh1 The repaim hcnmvor were not niade end the oport rnu

trenntorrod to odora1 onnerrMp on Juli lh 19Ji The carotakor continued

to live in the building znti1 l97

The firtt rop4ltlr the TatiuLi ark 1orvice wore made Uvbr
anti crneinte or ztcinp eoven

The houeo ooupied wao gloctod until hon an uflothint

of l5OO made available for 2OrgOnC7 ropatre eM work bon with

re..cetting the buoklin foundation waile and roplacing eco of the frtti1ng

and nheathiniy in Mc 19.5 en additional 2.OO wao apjropriatod to

provide ettffioient labor for replacing the old elate roof rrith tratcd

cedar ehinglee and now nth1nn Which wore already on

8O.oo wai allocated in 1956 for roetoxztion vork will

catranog eo tine during the 1957 fincal roar



s4b co4a otrtrnturoa or 1oro
Afl of the comthi on tha norti nd south nida of thi Je

tivox ooitiguoua tO XU.aond and the citr ere viatted in en attexpt

to locato houeó of ozreblo arthitectura detail and doaign but

orua ua found It in the aenunption that nonO exiata in the vioin.ttr

of the Tatt Iloune

floeenenthtion to the period to which etrueture to be retorcc1

and decriptton of eonditonn sit that period

It in eornEYndod by the pnrk otaff thut the builin- be

vozit.omd to the Civil tar pcriod rineipaU7 l2 diuthg the ovrn ye

attle1 thin ldln sichiavd Kistorieil portiin nri4 finee

The firzt oried aeount aoornig the Rp flf1 the

houee prior to un4 duriri the battli of i62 no Uo we

aene in niht how ccnr enri hcm-liica the olr1 nqro sray Thm

looked Thie in precfnclr tha irprnirn one to4ny rhoi

onorgng tro thu 31t1w%tn eek bottom noti that thro were

never rge porcthoo epwininr thn fron nci roar of te bud1g .tnce

they would vve citortOc the old qiara ip ici Thi nttrivt

certnir1p ten coLotion nin tha

Since thoro tre front tnd ronr entrncee with t1rn hattot o1

the franing about font from the rcuM thor mit Mve bcn

ith4uio znall pisitforrw tt both trncon Th entren uo

onnccted with hafl nxtnrllnr tho fufl 1nth of the builr1tiç thr

18



lending itoaet firet dooa .itwt have ha1 vWn Xt

ip bolievod that thin rntry plua the bazertnt cntrgnco ian nr1 by the

daetio help zaby the front and roar steps woz of sinil.ar con

strtion end the aide cntrnnco if need br the daostic help ree less

contpimious

The kitohon apre to have been in the froflt rocn of th bno

mont Xn her ecription of the 3.362 battle Sra flaw etateth ... cannon

baflt 1aookod oft the top of the kitchen chiie Thin van apitrntiy

the rear or south chimney of the houso since it in conairnbly shorter

thnn the one on the north A1thouch the large bationt iro3itea in

tlto front ch1.nmr it it au not iL3c for cooking it diICi cult to

lain its presence irs flaw ean irStinr manr yearn after her prioee

eM could have been mistaken about the particuliax ch1inuey inc thin in

ovidonco that there rae no outoio kitehen it does not eper likely That

she iouli have mentioned t.hn chinner of an outsico kitchen nn Jtiter1

montionin em of tho two chknicye of the iain hounó which bn becn one

thir4 dsmolinhcd

flaw tinuns with her dencription of the houc Ao ttoon

As the grect1no uoro over ... one of the first plaon to be viite

brick floored baz%emont roor where we alwye fotrnd of rocth

dark re Jkson terlone flanked by yuan of reenioh yollov nwk

ie3.ncwj cantaloupes 1rn not then cone tnto fahion Thie erent that

the back roon of the basccunt ran root cellar

19



4bjcot of itcrst te o4 fahin corncr

cupbctrd hore WpLiyt4 the blue nd thito dinxior zot of the

Cbinee Wi.Uaw pttorn thO uIntr gilt.borderod tee ijet nd on the

top vhelf collection of tor nuge end pitcthore .. .unSn that

Lire wa ettl3. on the ubjvot of the baeocnt elnce Urn quote

folloo the one eoncoining the root collar thie iueoto that the

thg OOt tfl loCated there

eektn of Awit hyUie fozr 1r Ttw quoted

her rM or Lfl aarinr cent her nrnale frn the t2b10 ...

flad there been eatinr faoilttieti in the iLiv quartere it iauid

hardiy ho deemed iooouary to nond food fron the main houoo cnvt it

ix rarrnnble to eote th.t all vrere fed fron the ezne kitchen At

flOon the cook oul1 blcm the horn to call Unl Peter and the hne

fru the field and coon after thie dinner eou1 be eerve.1 ...

No additional kncmn reoordcd intortion ie recorved oon

cernin the otxueturo itnolt

io on1r riible cviconco of the outoide facilitien rwt1nthg

today Ic the well ehaft It he hein otped dth concrete an1 hnnd

purr n8tlled at 1ato not yt doterined

ro Han made no nention of eny of the etbi2thtr but

did ofA te-i helpful Mute ehout the len ccpo Ad hon

ie turned off frca the hihriiy into private road Mch led throh

etrip of noode xd an open f3.OI1 to the houQa quarter of mile

20



iht th -hue looked eberod

nnable loouat at thou Gct aprad aooth green turf

The slthoa hedc whio ecremed kitchen the back rar iiae

in full b2.oct and the hedge or acotch roc bordirin the cppoeita

end of the yard wee full of pale pink ax1iko b1oor

3oon aftoi dinnor the corvante would pile amful of molon8

u1or tb1a etandin boneth bi tros in the back yard

Mt1qt3 1O eOU1d cit on the ra in the rnck yr4

The ooaon idwtnc the turf ica Ltke enoreld the roci

blozed mid the old locuntc dth their ma11 pale trcon loavr3 and

pharqera of now blonsoo

pcAch and apple orchard bordered the tppzcQch road ince

ire etht.eth Ae vie Ui orohstr on our rlvht the breoe

wafted to us the rnc of ripo rp1s and peaches

The peech rcsa nwzt birve bocn along the rotd and in front

of the hQueO inco hu ent4.oted uontLy OflG or 1eo of ue

would adjtnzrn ith platoa nnd kmivoa to the peao orehzci tt1ngl

in aiht

idontl1y the apiio troee grci ilwg the p1ateat 1ntrc2n

of 13oatawin Creek rz flooJe breakthrotiih 9oro hAd ben the f1IrcOCt

fihting of the day when cte Texans clmrged iihore th pertch

vrdiazd joincd the apple orchard ...

AU the inioma.tion eoncerTUnr tht location of thc outbnil5nr-e

Lo eanec1 froi interviews with persons ho had kn lodge of the farn

21



2O to i9..Jha oUowing cttag h%ma raihicaU the prxi-

mate z3itoe of the building The three peraona tervieied were arord

en the 1Oot3OA Qf these eiteu

Xt uld so qiiite poooible to diitv4y locate the foundai

tiona and to got an idea of the thtenione of the builaina bi eea.

vating the area indicated en the diagrt Also Low artifacte riht

be uncovered icating the use of oath of the buildinge

Included in the group wozo certsiny witoke house priv1/ an4

probably chicken house

tatencnt of work to be undertaken and iUwitrative pisne of

toration end rehabilitation within the lixits of aoi3blo

infcmi4ion

This statement ehould be written bI an architect of hintorlo

etrw tuos

All the eidenoe unooverod in this study inlicatos Uut the

building interior and otetior romaine oentiaUy the etue as it

did in 1862 The on1zy options are the three entrance wti ihich

will have to be restored The noral etruotural condition of the

building torrib tcoak and dot ioratd

The major prebls in rthnbilittion wili be to imeko the

building etrioturall sound In renouthig this etruoture it neew

reasonable to asrnnc that all wablo oodvork end hdro if or1irl

will be ralveed and whore rcplaconcszits are noceswiy tho iU Lollui

the existing pattern used in the building

22
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fotrat pnne drne fr ie

are izttacthod foUoiing the photographic uecticn There uiht be ortairi

minor atianenccesxay after an biotQriCal azchiteot ha made

detailed tudr of the etructura

tentative list of jobs that scorn necesearr in atkin the

structure sound and eppDopriate for o2nployeG bosing will be dotJlnd

The cost of doing these itonied jobs could .ozhapo bnnt be es1Atated

by the 0DC So far as is known this project uust at within the

aya4jbla 1I300.00 appropz.tatcd

Point up brick and ropair foundation walls

Repaint nj1 restore chimney and intall finc

lining for furnace

The roof repair wil.t require additional atury and
perhaps ziinor alterations

Replace and/or repair exterior sash douri training etc

Paint.ing of the otorior

kiri entrance etopim and platforms

Grading vocW and planting

lteplzice laths and pamtr

Repair and reinThh woo floors inotnfl additional

ouports linoleun kitchen and bath

10 lie1aco the bascnt flooring

11 Replace all naxy hardware

12 aintthg of the interior

13 Repair and/or raplaco interior doors and traxatng

i1 Zastall now slsct$o syctora end fixtures

21j



plumbing eM

16 mtn orttrl htint orstoi3

3.7 Install dtchen equiaent

18 Inrnlation

19 Ecctrio snrvice end oonncotion

20 atez system veU pump preuro tank and connciotton

21 toptia tank Ltnrl tile aiTmgo field

Stataent of how use will a.ffeot pxovision for electric wiring

p3.wnbing heat4n nnd iiitor facilities

Sire the plem oafl for using this building for cnnp1oa

housing utilities wLU be enential

E1eotrioit and telephone lines ure xrndfly availbio from

povr lines app thatol 1O yarfls in xeex of the bourn Tt wmll be

prto toal for this short din thncfl to use uMorgrounrl conhiit rhich voild

asnieti in reeorvin the hintortca3 netting All e1e3tric3 iiring and

outlots ahou1i be as irpicuiu1y ploed ns p.b1e
ottra3 illitr7 hcting pLnt rtiU be noesaz to snt

the ti p3.wi d1JIg CrtOmO17 Cold J1r effort sbol4 rMn to

place the rngitere in the leant noticeabla places and yst rotin the

zzecixrnza utilit of the hatin systemi The ossibi1ity of mng radiant

heat should be thoroughly inntiratecL

3.mbing will be cmnary rogardloes of the purpono for Thith

the building in used In ordcr to have suffiCient supply of at It

will be noeensarj to dig well and at the nene Uio provide

field



_____
eieetL .Jieh ntAU ba1roorn

oqnipraont nd kitoioi tixtwoe
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flciy Zoi ith Lincotni CvrA an am Corlc 19i6 111___ -.-----r -----.--

Ltt1e nd Indez oX tho Civtl ir voth Ziew rork 1837 Ix--

izo IL Mi Vir1t wtth Crandnother Chrirtiai Ocvr
Luirvillo XCVIII 11 39lO Cor.1
idnUflcd in to rticlo btx ui1y ecorii orLfy that th
3uth fl watt

ThQ flr of thAi bo1li ofiicl Zor of._ ___t ____
nd rats Arni 130 voltz Vazhington 130O4Ol

Sex Vol XX1 -to 1.IU

ictt1o nd 33g

flair 100 cit

Xtai1 records 4r Jcph Call 1910 flmnovr Acntie Tichond
Virginia dtrot devorzdant ot George tttt

hind Thx nM Perona1 Proport hecord8 8tat ArcbivofJ rn1 Libnr
Richiond Virginia l88

Ibid 383

10 Ibid 4907
13. Lr ithlo Johmton nctd ncur nd trohifot it.nto Lifo

Uir1in Pc 3r Thr ine Ui three non oniUr
rmtrurncrtta.1 in in bhc hzond 2tt1ofiold ark Cevj Lton .n

1927 Lr Johnnton born 70 yo.r in one of th coi11ttoi

djoiiiin uond md bn roiod one of orthm1n
hiorial rthiteot 1n ichrnond up to the priont tIme ra
rinnor of tho coittoo i.i roc id th xu1tion nd quiaition
of tho Watt Howzo or prin i1d witi tia opu a.f evntwiUy dorttng
it to thi tiont1 park zvice

3.2 flaii cit

13 Ibid

11k tr Wi131 Uubbiwd E1orun ii11 Virinth torr ithn
of the VtAtt llc ia nint4o mr of ae rind 3tv h1
ontire lite thrnit ith1n t1ht oi that itrtuturc Then intrvii
ha und in good health and quito luaid dsite hft ftdvnoci



ir fl to frc Lari 12
rirAto lile state Archivot nd 14brr Richmond

16 1rth..iz.ton to c1curirode April 19h2nde 7ile 1o
17 4r Mh1ex Johnt wu ocrot trairr of tho flithmonc

iztt1ui1d Coratioz in 3$ ihom the rairu mrc ack

18 Dr 13 1ckzwoce to Mzblor h1nston March 16 3$I2 ckcmro1o
File bc cit

19 ntcztdcntn onth1y- trratbo rport Richmcrtd Nction1Xi1 aj 195

20 1id tiUruary bh
21 LLid 1$
22 haw boa cit

23 Peona1 interviewe pith Eoe tnrtin Wa1kr in4 1iin
detiilcd on paru 15 of ncript
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Tim Uour th 1930 ThTh t1t r1it

known VIrW Of uctr Tt itiv
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I1iuttrt1ori

jhr WQtL in 1930 ThIQ th rciit

knOrtfl V1W 01 th 3trueiurr Th ntiv
photo n.pr in t.h V.Lrg.thia tot Libzry

Archivr 1ichtonr7 Virini





Th Uatt How in 1930 hi3 tb

1rnon viw of th tructuro Tho ItIVO

pitOOjirph thr Vir1rini Stit L1brLy

an-1 Arc1tiv3 R1iiOid Virg3.nia

Frort Virw



4-
%-



zr1c
TLi photograph ppr1 in th

1chroir1 Viririio June 22 1932 Thic yin

taken bforr t- buiiriing WXC3 by

thr Virginia 3tat Conrvation aw

p1 rjn
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I11uctrticn

This potogiph wa acquirrr ñcm Ga7 flwd

forth Confrvrtn Avrnu an1ctor V1rçini

photojrphr iho took th shot In 1936 jU-t

fr thc buiiling was rpaird by th Vip.b

3tatc Con3rvation v1opttrnt CoriiiLuion

ront Viz
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us riti or

ichrnow itionu1 1Jattifiir rirk T1

of ttic viw is unk21ozn it is 3uspct

jru jz taken tftr th buiiriii

xa rrpLirr by tir Virjinia Corvr.ton

an Ve1oIrrnnt Cori1on in 1935 iiice te

front ri ntl rrr ertranm tep Llvorably ccr
to the retord tep of hai cue

ric
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VV rat Of thiF phOtOC1tTh 1or1 in th
iiohrnonr1 tonuil 1tt1fir1r1 Pnrk rii-

unkrown It rut hv brn t.krii ii

1932lIIn
thr oiii ifl tI OrOUrL .1a3

orctc1 anr bfora 1947 hn th hour ait

vacatr1 It 1icvod th.4t thi v1w sui

rfcorriri aftr th ou rb 1rrri by L1r

1/irginLa trtr Coirrvtion ann tov1oitr.vt

COnrII133ion in 1935 fnc cor th 1omo im

vacatri for th 1at tirri in 1947



--

------ ---

__

ii

i-
CAIESSMiL

-- i.-
-S



trt1Qj

ThIQ t1vt in tir ichmori aticna1 flatt1S.i r1l

Par1 fiii is unchtoci It ppir to hzivr brn

tknn ift rr th Iiotir was vact ri unri rark ivi

cutoUa11Iiip flot th rnnail protcotiwt ci
thrf rout oor
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utia
North hnnt roozii looking prr

rtortion niourc1 drawtn aht
arir 11
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I1

north bacrmnt room loolcing woit iro

prr13tOrati0fl rnea$Urd dzawinii het
laM
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1itatior
south br voor 1obkiri act So
prc..rtoration nvaQurci rain c1iit
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i1itt3t rabion 12---a- wet
South bzwnt room looking co
prCxctolaation rnur rntdiig ilictu
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I%rt

I11utration

Steps 1aring to basernnt on the west cide

of the house See prerestoration measured

drawing sheets and



Li

I11u3trat1Oii

Step3 1aiing to bascrnerit on thcwst oi3e

of the housr See prerP8tOration murer

drawing $heet and



--

--\

I7
k- --

-The

--



LJ

1irGt floor north room 1oo1c1n rat

prrrtortin it curcct r1iin thnrt
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ririt floor north roon loold.ng ost

3cm jjrtorti0i rn jurrr rUWiiC

ohrcto .nri 10
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Iliutrat1on 16
------.a

Fir3t floor south room looking

Sc prrs.rtoraiion mrsuroci irwing

sho1t3 mii 10
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LJ

I11urtrior

First floor south looking ust

Seo prt_rtorati on rlasurod drawing

icct3 X1 10
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E1itiQP
11rt floor hail looking north

Snn pr1rrtoration r1rQ1irIg

hrrts ann 10
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Ii1utrri3 2Q

First floor ciüiro lai1g iown from cow1

floor cu prtrc3toration drawing

ant 100
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____________ 20

Scon f1oor hail looking couth

pr..rrtoration murri aiinc
an
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X1iw3trtior 21

3ccn floor hnll nr3 wnut roiii rrttranc

oem pr rtorat ion aurrr1 rIxauing

Qht aM 10
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Ii1uz3trt.ion 22-n

Srconi floor north room looking ract

prn..ritoratton zn1c3urrd rw1n
ahtt3 aM 10





IflwtrrWion

3cconi floor north room looking nrh$
$eo prrt orat on ure

ohrt
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Illuttration

Cconi floor scuth room looking

pr.rntoration maur draving

chet3
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Iliutroi

3cconr1 floor south oow 1oàkin wtut

pr.r3toration xtvasur irting

1ct 10
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flittiori

Attic looking ait Soe prertoration

m33ur irauin ht
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Ilitjtjo

Attic 1ookinj northc3t pri-ct ortion

rnrasuxi drawing cht





flluntration

Tcterior wcst cidevj 5e
rrstoration ac3urri rlrawing cht3
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u3trat4c
xtrrior cajt oic view 3n prr.

rtoration rnracur cri drauin DItnet3

.1fldi
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I11ucrtin

1bc.nrior north front viow

pr..r-it ora on msur r.wi
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