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. FOREWORD

&mmdme over a‘c&mi&emble period of tize, an exhaustive .
pearch in end about Richmond for information relating to the history
of the Vatt House has now been completad. Rmcgniszing the neceanity
of adoquate documentary and photogrophic ovidence in draving plans for
the restoration and stabilization of this historie struoture, no
enoryy was sparcd in the efforts It is reugretiabls, but we munt report
at tho conclusion of this study that only scant mcMezi evidonce
yemaing to mawnnu the readily apperent evolutionary charactor
of this bullding.

The depenitories seaxched in Richimond included all National

" Park Service files, the Virginia State Library and Archives (4ncluding

Tre Fekonrodets files), the Valentine Mugoun (ineluding the Cook
Collention), the Battle Abbey, the Vhite House of the Confederncy, and
the colleetion of private rapern of lre Je Anbler Johinston, nrehitach

and enginoor,

This gsearch extendad through puch published volumea ap Datlles

and Leaders, Miller'o Photoprashic Hiatory of the Civil ¥Var, leslin's

Illustrated Hewspapers, Harper's Illustrated Hdotory of tha 0ivil Yinr,

The Soldiers in cur Clvil For, and all the accessionnd photogrophs in

varicus depositories.
Hone of tho foregoing sources listed produced even slight

roference to the Viatt farme
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1% wapsidwight ot the bogimng. 04 this projest, it would reguire
.cfnl,y normal effort to find a photograph of the important Caines? Hill Pattle’
vihich would pmbably inaluda & ploture of the ¥ast sto. Ordinarily, wo
would expect to find & Brady photogruphe There ig a direot implicatden,
homover, that Brudy nevor san the Vatt Houses Hie Llographer, Roy Keredith,
sayss "For Brady the Seven Tmys had buen a harroming experienced. The nighd
marches and constant fizhting of an amy pushed by a velentless foe all
added to the difficultien of pieture«taking. Dubd he wam able to obtaln
sconos of the fortificatlonn at Yorktevm, Fair Oake, Crapevine Bridge,
Savapge's Station and of Lowe's attampt ab asrial observation at
Vochanlosvilloe During the wecks that followed at Harrizon's Lending,
Brady and Voodbury busied themsolves pholographing activities at ﬁha
basa." (1) Since Dr. lowe's corial station was located on Willlam CGainen!
farm, which adjoins the Vatt Farm, particular attention was piven to this
group of photographn, but none revoaled landmarka indicating they wore
tokon within sipht diniance of the Vatbt Houso., Oinco the Confedorates
rolied hoavily on skutches in many instances, all available shetchos
dépint.ing Richmond and its surroundings vere studled. This stuly
yieldad only the painting by Prines de Joinville®, which shows the
Yatt farm and a portion of ono of the cut~-buildinge.

Available private letters of soldiere who foucht in the leven
Dayn Dattle were read with tho hopo of finding @ writ'bm dencription
of the farm, but without definite succesa,
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A m.ﬁ‘*sﬂ‘lmh in the County bourt House, Hanover, Virginia,
, 09 tublished the fact that a.ll cmu'xt,y revords, excluding the personal
prapertw and m}. ﬁamw tux mcorrdn, were destroyed by fire in 1868,
Uany dood dusoriptions dotall conoidarable stiuctural features of
buildings situvated on lands covered by & doed, ' Thera were no recorded
doods of this property in the cowrt house prior to 1065.

All the knomn living descondants of Hugh and Sarah B. Vatt,
the original owners of the houses, were personally eontacted and the
J sano he@nuve response was received in each instance, I& soonmod
reascnable 0 agsume that one member of the family would have been
interested In keeping & camplete family record, All the older living
menbors of the fumily had personal fanmily papers, but none had any
ovidence relating to the Watt House and farme

Othor than age, this structure pgained its primary historical
pignificance in a few houra on Juns 27, 1862, by belng the headguarters
of a Union Corps Comannder in charge of tho %roops north of the
Chickahominy Kiver during the atile of Caines' Mill, end 4ts cubsoquond
uze an A Flold hompital. Thin vas slight cause to accord the houno any
pax'tim;.’bw Importance at the tino sineo most of the famm bulldings in
this sparaely setilad section of relatively large individual land
holdings were uned as headgnarters for some general eommanding or
elno as hospitals. Indeed, 1t in safe to assume that most of the
gtrmctures in the path and woke of the Faderal retront from Hechanlone
ville to the Jamen River, during the Seven Doyo Iattle, wero used oy

hoadquarters and/or hospitala,.
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1t vaa ou}.y after a lapse of wany years and cmsidnmbm gtudy
“'ihat the Battls of Cainsa' Mill (Vatt Farm) emrgad to Wa its placa .
as ong of the p’iwbmi battled of the Peninsular campaign. The looal
mmamm barely know the Federal officer coomanding the Fendnsular
campaign as attested by Mroe e Je Haw, Mia did not realize wntil two
years lustor, how Lléscsed wo were in having as commonder of this invading
army & Christdan gmtlemn.'a |

Singe this was an obacure and remote faim houne with no portide
ular significance or importance attached to it until later years, there
vags noe reason to preserve photographic er archiwal records concarning
its early history. Therofore, the basic infermation relating to the
Vatt Housal provided in this aurvey will lavgely depend on one contamporary
dezeription of the Tatt Farm, before and just aftor the 1862 battle,
found in tho May 1910 edition of the Christisn Chooivor, My Visito ch

Granduothor," by Xree Ms Jo Vav, grand-danghber of droe taranh Ds ¥ally
16 tax records howsod in the ftate Iibrary Pullding; pbidonsl dnbers
vioua; and Lfanily pupordge |

. Ab thin point the writor cencsdes, without apology, that bhe
has nob had the neceszary profeosional training or exporlence 10 maln
definite detorminations regarding the eximting strveture and rocomrnis
that an architeet experienced in historic strmolures should stuly tho
bwilding and record ‘his findingo,

R - . . Y PR
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SURVEE1kr VT FOR JESTORARLOH- 43D REVADILITATION
| @ HISTORIC STRUCTURES

FO=11-56, Plasi Pitcodures, Paragraph 32, Febwuary 16, 1956

Aninictrative T'ata

1l Duilding or strustiwre Vatt House, Bullding Yo, 5,
2. DBullding Report File Mo, 5. .
3« #hotographe end fllustrative plang, if possible, of eignificant

features of the building.

Attached after the narrative description,
be "Narrative statament of the known historienl importance or nscociation

of the dbullding. |

fufficient docunontary ovidence remains to firmly estadblish the
hiotorical nigxﬁ.i‘icnnca of the Vatt Houpe ard farm 25 4t relates %0 the
stubborn and bloody opening ghase of the Soven Nays Dattles,

Just after firet Monansas, President Lincoln ealled fon, Cuorge
Be HeClellan $o take ocunand of the Ammy of the volomace VYhen hs took
control of the mrwy, 1t wag a preat diporpanized mob, untrained nnd
digcourageds In fowr menthe IeClellan had egtablished organization,
troined and diseiplined the mon, and cpened dopendable ehamneln of
eupplys  On Hovember 1, 1061, the agad'(m. Winfield Scott wan retired
and ¥¢Glellan was made commander-in-chief of all the armies of tha
United States. McClollan postponad the impending poninsular eampaisn
until spring. Tho members of the adminigtretion in Vashington bocama

Y
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thoroughly dim‘!wmijﬁ.ed vith HcGlellan ks mﬁ‘mt&m and he wa redusnd to
v':t.lm comunnd ‘of only the Army of tho Potomnte Fiﬁally, in Aprdl, 1042,
" the Federsl araw cmmmd t.he almv ami 1nberious mruh Iron Fortroun
Konroo toward Richmcmd up the peninmla formod by the Jamea and York
Rivers, Thin peninsular campaim culminated in tha Seven Nayn Natiles
of June and July, |

The I‘wderal troops had marched t0 & point within six miles of
Riohmond before thay halted, The Confedorate Army with its back to
Rohmond wan comanded by (en. Jomeph Ee Jchaston.

HeClollante ¢ampairn stratery was developed on tho premine
that n&:. Oene Io MeDowell's First Corpm, encamped at Fredericksbhurg,
would be sent to join him bofore Richmend. Thorefore, an o advanced
w the peninsulna, ho shifted the 'm&i;;ht of his foree to the rirht,
both to cover hig bame at the Fhite Houss on the Fammkey Niver and
to enable him to join HeNowell who was to move overland from
Frodorickaburg,

The Chickahomiry Hiver cuts the peninamula on a blag, from the
northmst o the southeast, It heads up not far from f,hé Pammliey, on
vhich HoClellan wae baveds pasnoa o fow milos eant of Nichmond end then
fiomm sovthanatmard into tho Jomes, Detsune of nj. Cene Te Je Jackeoon's
frightening atrokes 4in tho Themandozh Vallay, MceDouoll's orders to jJoin
MeClellan wore cancelled, Jolmoton, not knowlng this, made plana to
attaok the Fedoral forces before ro-~enforcomonts could come up.

¥oClellan's five corps were divided: thrve eorps siretching along the

L
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north bank of Wee-<dickahoming from Kethanldovilla to the Orapevine Bridpe

i ' -

, ':'ahmw the lino omzmrad the river and the remaining two etrpa deployod
| southmard to um’fuiw Gek Swsmpe

AL P

Johnston's plan wag %o cmh the ?odaral fwmn gouth of the
rivor, The first battle on the outakiris of the capitel wan foupht
May 31, 1862, and 1o known as Falr Caks or Sevan fines. In thin batile,
Johnsten was geveroly wounded and the cammand of the Army of Horthern
Virginia pasesd into the hands of Gene Re Ee lee,

MoCleullan, after Soven Pines, shifted &ll his army oxcopt the
corps of Yaje Uane Fitg-John Portor south of the Chickahouiny and
entrenshod.

les dispatchod Gon. Je Le Do Stuart's cavalry to detorine
I&ociallm'a rolative position. After recoiving Stwart's report, ho
deeldad on o cmiﬁ gocret concentration of almost hie entire amy on the
nerth bank of tho Chickahoiny to oxrush Porters Jacknon recelved orders
to loave the Shenandooh Valley, approach from the northwest and strike
tho Union's right flank on June 26, therely elearing ths novth bank of
the Chickahominye Tho main Confedornts force, commanded by loe,
'utmt;hing along the south bank of the Chickahouiny was to eross tho

‘piver at Nechaniesville when the front was clearcde The eommand nlemal

to opon the hattls bevsme confused, allowing the Fedorals time e
eloay Mochanicsville after a brief siismish and to ovcoupy a atrong
position behind Deaverdsm Crecl, a small stream that flowa into the
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Chinknhoming az;ih-iwai'a the Union farves ‘m:%&-ja datoralnad otande That nipght,
Jackaon, moving dosn from the north, passed beyond the Unlon right £flank
- and Torter f»}lﬂ?ﬂgk ta eeé;ond prepared position on & curving ridge sanst
of Pomhite Cmt»k. ¥£2§wm, on the tmenby-soventh, m foupht the second of
the Soven Days Battles, known ap Calnes' MHill,

It was two o'clock in the afternoon before the Confederats
attaok began. AL that hour, Ae Pe Hill'a division desporatoly sasauited
Porter's centor and left flank for two hours and was repulsed, At four,
Longatreet to his right and eloaser to tha river, went in to relievs the
prensure on Hill and tumed his foint into a real attacke Thila left half
of the federal line extended across the Watt Form with the Vatt Houge
eituated alnost in the centor of the ontirs Union lins. D. He HAlL
Joinod Jackson and thay marched dovn fraa the north over woods ronds go
winding that mmﬁ tine was lost getiing into the battle on Yorterts right,
Yhen they did join the fray, their forces were badly scatiered. In the
mrantine, Portor hed roceived a fow ro-enforcoments from the maln body
acrons the river,

Shertly before dark, Vortor's lino broke ncar the Vats Houpe
and the Union forces retreated through the woods, crossed the Chickohonlng,
and joined the main Fedeml army in a gengral retreat vhich ultimately
ended on the James Piver, near Harrdson's Landing.h

, Forterte at.awment establiched the Vatt Hougo as tha acimnnnd
headquartera during this battle; "I fixed my headquarters at first st



tho Adomsg Iwﬁmw early in the badtle thwt locality becene a howpllal,
. and & advanced to tha Vatt House, on :r;ora elovated ground, ...."5

Aftor the battle scone shifted aorose the Chickshoniny, & tres
mendous mmbef of cagualtics were left in the wake of the armlon., The
Viatt jloune was taken over as & hospital. "{Vatt Houre)s » o had beon
the mcono of the fiercest fighting of the day, and wan & totnl wrecks
It wns now being used as a hospital, and every building on the place
was orowded with the enomy'e wounded"® ,
5, Vhat 1e¢ the proposed use of the Historic Struoture?

After being restored, it is propoeed that this ‘buildsng bo
uned for HFS employeo quarters.

land holdinge administered by the Richmond Hational Pattlefield
Park, north of the Jmmes River, includs six widely weparated parcels on
a periphery apmﬁing northeast Richmonds A distance of twenty-five milea
poparatea the northernmoat section (Cold Harbor avea) and the scuthernmont
gection (Fort Herrison arca) where the superintondont!sn residence io
locatod. A% the prosemt timo, the Cold larbor mrea is undeveloped and
1ackn adequate facilities and personnel for administiation, protectilion,
and interpretation. Rental housing in tho rwral section of Gold Harbop
is at a promiuva since tho population is made up of emall homes, privately
omnd.-

The MISSIGH 66 progcrem proposmes the location of a nowm Visitor
© Centoy in the viéinity of Hachanicoville near the boginning of the park
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tove.  The MaMJ&att House will prc;vmw.zauzsmiz for the ranperehistorisn
gard, ned to this szatdon of ﬂie parke 7This arrangemend will provide botter
protection, administration, and interpretation for this sestion of the jark
with no aMﬁ@l ;:oat to the p:mmnént. |
6. If the Bullding is %o be refurnished and exhibited an a Hictorie House
Juseun, whab funds are programmed for the refmnishing or vhat cocperative
agrecnonts have been axvcuted or projosed for furnishing and operating the
house?

8ince the building is propozed to be used as employne housing,
no funda have been appropriated for this purpose nor has there been

sorious considoration given to this possible usagoe

ANCHITECTINAL DATA

1-2, lome of fiz;at owner and date of construction.

Huch Vatt from Flensinm, Antrim County, Ireland, warried
Kargarot Mills, Thoy had two somn, George and liugh Watte 'iMw widow and
her two sons cnigratod from Ireland to Richmond, Virginia, in 1750,
Ceorge Viatt was a merchant and his younger brother, lugh, clerked in his
é‘wm. : George vw.a" s charter mombhor end elder of the First Presbylerisn
Church, Richmonde He married Margaret Dunn and had eix daughters and
tho sons,

Hugh Yatt, the elder Ilugh Watt's youngoer san and brother of
Oeorge, married Sarah Dohanncn Kidd on April 5, 100ls Ghe was the
daughter of Pittman Kidd and his wife Mary Austin, daughter of John
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Avplin to whom éo;w..ﬁleﬂm nade pne veryi-nx‘m}miva granta of land principally
1n Hanover Countye Sareh Be Kidd inhoxited from hor fathor, Fitiman Kidd,
’ r‘tha farm ealhd"ﬂnymadalc" .’m Hanover about thirteen miloas f{rom Mchﬁond.
Thie vian the ’k*mtt. farn on which they lived with thelr £ive childron,

Ceorge Watt, the son of lugh and Jarah, acquired the farm in
1665, The youngest of five children, he was bera Aupuet 11, 1815, at
ngpringfield®, Hanover County, Virginia, the battleground of June 27, 1%62.
"At the age of fiftesn, he was taken from mchool and put with villlam
fmythe, doaler in chinaware, Richuond, He did not like thin vocation and
for five yearg worked with his brothurein-law, John Haw, wakcr of all kinds
of machinary. Ho moved West, then wont South where he engaged in businnos
with hig brother, In 1840 he began menwfacturing plowse In 1943 hs moved
from Alsbama end went into buciness with his brotherwin-law, John Haw,
making plows end machinerye. In 1046 he moved to Richmond where he mas in
business at the Vatt I'low Ccma;mn:,r."7

A careful review of Caorpe Vatt's business aotivitien perme to
ixi*évwe_ﬁ;sﬂ he never 1ived on the ¥att Famm ézi’ter reaching edulthoods It
appoars that his primary interest in the farm wae simply keepine the old
home placs in the family, DUy virtue of the difficulty of travel, he could
nod have lived on the fams and conducted a business in Richmend, £ince he
ormod the famm until his death in Richmond in the year 1805, the farm
undoubtedly was worksd and tho bullding ccoupled by tenant fnmcrs.ﬂ

 In 1832, SarehB, ¥att inherited this property (360 acreo in

one traot and 171 acras in another) fyonm hor familyy and in 1633, cho
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had Horh Vatd, l&a&iimbwd, declared fdw-al¥ leral purponosn, an Joint
m'mar of the prOperty. Evidnntly, they bad Xived on the farm for a
i nunbor of years priov to uwnerahip boouuse the family vecords 11sted
George V'aw: aa‘ h;win{' beecn born at "Springﬂcm," Avguct 11, 1&13.
Also, they must have lived 4in a less yretentious dwolling than the
Vatt Houno before 1036 since the acsersed value for tax purpoesns
against the buildim-s on this trect was only $150.00. It seems
reaaonable to sssune that aftor thoy scquired feoa aimpla titla thay
cunstruected & more camfortable homs dbogcaupse the asaesned value for
tax purposes against the buildings on the 300-ncre tract wan advanced
in 1835 from $150.00 to 2920,90. There were no buwdldings listod on
the 171 asres. The assessed value for tax purposes afainat the
buildingo never exvacded $1,000,00. tThis fact is acooptod as proof
that the Vatt Hoﬁso was constrnoted between 1033 to 1836.10
3elie Yame of architeot and docuremt narrative of the constyuction,

Vre Je Amblar Johnston, notad sarchitect and enpivecr of
Richmond, Virginia, stated his opinfon relative to the Vait Fouse aw
follomas “All through the Tidevater repion, and, I noppose othor
sootiona as well, most farm houses wore construsted by local labor,
Thore wac in most overy cormunity a skilled craftaman in the bnll ing
trade. It was ougtomary, when constroting s farm homo, o employ a
man of this type and detnil to him nn idea as to the dosired oire end
chape of ths hane one wishad to bulld, plus the kind of materinl to ba

usad, After recruiting local labor, the contraotor would begin
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conatmntiche %Ti:m't. beliove it wuld"ﬁba' ‘t’érwaom‘mld o say that mnny
. 1af tha builé:'sm of that day, vorking on this type structure, could nob
even read blusprintsy much less realise .tho roliance sowe of the oute
standing contamporary builders placed on thome |
"I have not porsonally studied the details of this bullding to
approximate ite age otheor than to detormine the fact 1t was standing
intact during the Gainea' Mill Battla. Somolines, a otudy of this sort
is mielondinge Usmmlly, & country controctor would inherit his profession
from his father. It would then soam reasonable that he would be using
building techniques that would have been in common wsags & numbor of years.
nl think the Yatt Houss was contracted by a local conlractor
and that he employed loval neighborhood lebore If all tho funily rocords
wore pregorved, I doubt they would reveal more construction data than
matorial and labor cont."n
This interview, plus the rescarch effort, tonds to indicats no
conatrustion information i pressrved reozonding tho Vatt Houne,
Se Changes and Add tions since construction, with documentation,
Evidenos from interviews and goont deowmentation lends mupport
to the meliat that no major asdditions or changes have occwrrod affaching
or altering the present day appearance of this atructuree The passing
yoars and total neplect have obliteratod all tho outhvildinga,
The first raecord of need for major repairs is notad eoon efter

the 1862 Catnoe' Mill Battle. The condition of the building wan aptly
desoribod an "a wrecki" by Mroe Me Jeo Hawe She further statsd that,
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"Tha walls and Peof-mre torn by shob mwd ehull, the weather-bearding
honaoycanbed by ninde ballse, md evaery pand of glans shmmmd.“w
'mia amo‘m by Hra. Haw nlna atawd ﬂmt u cannon ball "tore

afdobt et

thmug;h tha roof of the stebls, and amthur lmoemd crff the top of the
kitohen ei;i:mey.

Vra. Haw was writing for pwlic conswmption and it moy woll
be that ehe was carried away with emotion. But, even s0, her account
does not seem to indcate the Wuilding was in noed of major alterations
nor wag any section of the house totally destroyeds

Pogsibly some of the material in the fremowork of the building
will show evidence during restoration and miabilization indicating the
oxtent of damage and of vepaira immediately following the battle.

‘A near-vacuun exists in relovant information from the date of
the narrative desoription vritten by Hrs. Faw until the yoar 1901, with
this ona notable axception: Mr. Tine. Hubbard, a local resident, vho is
uﬁmty—tm years of age, statear "To my knowladre, the exterior appearanno
of this bvuilding has not been changed during my lifotime. Had there boen
major altorations to the sive and ehape of the bullding, I would certainly
have noticed, The place had what outbuildings thot were necennary for nn
ordinary famm house, Those buildings gradually \disam‘mmd throvgh a lack
of wkeeps I would not attempt te polnt cut thelr looats oma.":u‘

Ag ﬁmviaumly astatad, during the years after the vattle miil
1907 when tho Vatt farm left the amerchip of the VWatt family, in all



] ! 4
_ J.iml:lhouﬁ the hougs wip oauupmd Yy a tonant famore Thin being Yrue,

a onle/ vawyu:implm f:::% oconamiaal mpaim were wmada to the bullding.

Additional reliable ovidance of the buuding'a condition wan
rocently uncovered @s the result ¢f a feature artlele publishnd in &
local newspaperss After vesding the gtory, three pecpls who had rented
and 1ived in this hovss in tho carly 1900's cams formmrd with firethand
jnformation on the suvbjecte They arer Mra., Ve Re Martin, 22 V, Hose Avinve,
fiichland Springs, Virginia (1901-1902); Mro. Carl Campbell Velker, Toule 1,
Dox 55, Pichmond, Virginia (1904); and Mra. fareh Csvlddng, 1902 Yast
Nine Mile Road, Highland Springs, Virrinia (1906-1912)s After a cone
duoted tour through the houze, they all agreed that the stroturs etill
stands as it did at the turn of tho century, Thoy wore all sadrinned by
the vory poor conditicon of the building, particularly the interior,.

Ona ptatement in which they sll concwred $s worth memtioning,
"pgople were prono to vielt their neiphbors on Sunday and meny of the
oldtiners had known thoe houvse during the (ivil War, 7This wase m].nz;ym @
general toplo of conversation back 4n those days 4n this part of the
emmtr} more than 1t ia today. We uged to dipeuns the ¥alt Vouse exud
ite use ao & hogpitale o ono ewver suppested it was any different than
it 4o today. There micht havo boen a few minoy ropairs, but nopo of thom

altored the overall spposrance of the house enough to be noticanblo.
Houses back then wers made of pood material and made to lapt."
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mé f%’éﬁ:aomﬁl account och'tnﬁl repsirs to the hovre oge
tmrr“'! in 1933 after 1t had been purchased by the Dattlefield iaxk
Ccrmemucn and @Mgd:ad to thm vmam State Conpsrvation and Develope
mont Cormission. The Commission turned thoe recently scguired park
properties over 1o the National Park Servies snd the Civilion Conpmrvas
ticn Corps to dovelop, reserving, hovover, the Yatt House, The
adninistration of thins budllding remained under the Consorvation snd
Dovolopment Cormigsion until titlo to all Richmond Matlonal Dattlefiold
ravk preperty wae accopted by the Federal govermment on July 1h, I9hle
The reagon for this roservation vms to have a caretaker living noay
e other trannforrod lands to keop the sowierdon informod as to the
protection being riven their invastmont. "The Vatt House remiinod
under tho :mpewinim of the chainman of the Conservation Corminsiom
and a local man who had lived on the propor‘c.y for several yoars wns
amployed ae omwmr."w
The CCC workeras nover ropaired this buwildings The work in

1035 vas dono by, "Owr mitual friend, Nre Henry Taylor of Claiborne end
Taglor, Ina,"30

The filsa of Claibtome and Taylor, Tnoe, Richmond contraelora,
cczx't;uin no mention of the ropairs pinca the job, exeopt for ratorisd
coste, way donateds Mre Johnaton, who exployed the contmotors, sald,
"ihis work conglaoted of otrictly emorpency repalirs. W wore tryring to
keep the bullding émudiw mtil 1t could bo transforred to Fodoral
omorshipe Front and back entrance steps were conotrusted, rotten

P Y e
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mhling mplaeem.ﬁi":w fallen brioks rcLz,lmﬁ:ﬂ, and & glate roof was takmm
from o yased budlding 4n tom and placed over a tarpaper roof that was on
tho bulldinge ;..; . |

#iha Sotal cost of the repairs was §209.00. I might add here
that my carliost recollection of the building in 1915 was that it had a
wood ghingle roai‘.“r’

In 1542 the building was in dire need of repalire Dre Lckomrode
that year informed Mp, Johnwtan "I wrote Freeman in ropards to the Fatb
Housol [Tt/ seems to me to be preatly in need of yepaire I think that
wnloos pomathing is done pretty =con the budlding will beaame genorally
duapidabed,l"m Tha repsira, howsver, were not mede end the properly was
trennferred to Federal omership on July 1, 19k, The caretaker continued
to 1ive in the building wmtdl 1547,

The firat ropalrs by the ¥ational Park Servies wore made Hovember,
195, and conaisted of replnoing sovem windmmw

T™he house, M®QW’iﬁd, wag noglected until 1?51; wvhen an allotoeond
of §1,500 naa made avalilable for emurgency mmim, ami woxk boron with
ro-gotting the bunoklineg foundation walls and replacing some of the fravaing

and nhea thimg.ao

In May, 1975, an additdonal 4325.00 wao apprepriated o
' pravide sufficient lsber for replacing the old slate roof with treatod
cedar phinglos e&nd now flashings which wore olresdy on ham!.n

#18,020.00 was alloeated in 1556 for reostormidon, Work will

comnonos gomg tine during the 1957 fiscal yoare
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6, 1:ab of éozj:mxw)le pbructures in v&omu',y or elzanhiord,

All or the cmmbma on tho north and south side of the Janaes
" Rivor conumw:?’ to mmcnd, and the clty, wore visited in an atiempt
to locato & howe of campareble architectural dntail and desipn, bub
none wes founde It Ss the aspumption that nond exists in the viclinity
of the Vatt louse, |
T¢ Necommendation as 10 the period to which structurs is to be restored

| and dezeription of conditioms at that period,

Tt in recomended by the park staff thnt the buillin: be
rentorod to the Civil Yar period, principally 1062 during the Sevon Toys
Rattle, when this bulldny achieved historieal fzportans and afgnificances

The first recorded #ccmmt concoxning the ap; arance of the
honge yprior to and during the battls of 1062 war as fallorsr "As we
cane in elrht, héw cony and hewr-like the old gguare, gray farms house
looked o -..."22 This in precisoly the inpression one pots todny whon
enorring from tho Noatowiin Croek bottam, owipeeldng that thore were
nevor large porches spanning the frond and rear of the bwiliing nince
thoy would hava digbtorted the "cld srquore” lmprassicne Thia ptatonmnd
eertaiﬂl;f eliminatey gspeoculation cencorning tha color,

8ince thora ave front and rear entraneas with tho botbom of
tho framing about § foot from tha pround, thore mush have beon ahopn
vith‘mmxpa srall pletfoma at boath ontrencens Thooo entrances avo
gonnooted with & kall extroding the full length of ‘tha builMapr,  fAnother
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1 | L |
door lending 01‘?“@’13‘@) gouthoast Liret L1002 ’“f’tm ragt have had ebens. It
:H‘..fw boelleoved that this enbry, plus the basement entrance, vas vnoed by the
doeotis holpe :.ﬁmmy ﬂia front and roar stops wore of sinilar ¢one
ptruction end the side entamnce, if ussd by the damestlic help, was pLTT
conypicuouse .

The kitohan opjoars 40 hamﬁ boun in the front room of the bante
mente In her deseription of the 1862 battle, ¥ra. How statods "esss carmon
balls knocked off the top of the kitchen chirmeye” ¥hin wan apyrnrently
the rear or south chimney of tho houso since 4t is considerably shorter
then the orme on tha northe Althourh the larpo basouent Piroploca o in
the front chimmey, if 3% was not used for cooking 44 e 440ficvdt %o
explain its presoncas krae Haw wag writing vany yearn after hor exporisnce

" ond could have been mistaken sbout the particular chimmay, Since this lo
ovidonoo that thém vag no oubnide kitchen, it does not appear likely that
she would ha% mentionod the chiimey of an outside kitchon and omltied
montioming one of the two chimneys of the mein housé vhich had becn ono-
third demoliched. ‘ '

) Vrse Haw continues with hor deseription of the houno, "Ap roon
an the grectings WOTO OVET esee o of the Iirst places to be visited was
a brick £loored basement roon where wo always found & yow of leonz, rmoolhy
dark precn Jackaon watermelons flanked by pilen of groenich yollow nusk-
melming @ntaloums had not then oo Anto fashiond”  This ewrgeats that

the back room of the baagnent wan @ root oellsr,
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Yaneihnn Jb,}ect of interest t,mt’le old fachioned somor

cusboard, whore we displayod the blue and vhite dimer got of the

' '”‘Ghinwo willow pattern, the dainty gilt-bordered tea aet; and on the
e e th '

b g

top shelf a colloction of toy muge end pitchors ".‘.‘.}.'- l." Aomuming that
Mrsr. Haw wag stlll on the subjeot of the basmnentl, eince the guote
follovs the one canceradns the root cellar, this surreste that the
dining room wes locaterd thero.
| 5: caking of Aunt Phyllda, a former alave, lirs, Haw quoted
her prentuother as sayinc, "I eent her meals fran the t2ble ceee o
Nad there been eating facilities in the slave quarters, 1% would
hardly be deamed neceanary to sond food frrom the main house, and 1%
is reasonable to sesume thut all wore fed from the samo kitcohen, "At
nocn the vook would blow the horn to call Unele Poter and the hands
fram the fi0ldy and roon after this, dinner would ba 65ETVO0 seee o
Po additional knovm recorded information 19 preserved cone
cerning the structure Jtoslf,
| She only visible evldenco of the outside facilitien remaining
todoy 48 the well shafte It hao berm enprod with conorote and a hand '
pump installed at a date not yet determined. |
Nroes Haw nade no mention of any of the cuthulldings, bub
did offer a few helpful hints sbout the lendsenpe e « « "Ard whon
vo turned off from the highway into & yrivate rond, which lad through

a gtrip of wooda and an upﬁn field to the houre a quarter of a mile

20
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ey - An va'aa;w-bj sleht R S Liven -héuae lookad entowercd in
. h'fnmm»x;acmiw logusts, at whone foobl sproad a amooth, green turf e « o
the slthoa hedge, fq‘l};nb ccx"e;amd the kitehen from the back yard, wae
in full blocm; m;m the hedpe of scoteh roses bordeying the oprosite
end of the yard vas full of pale pink, waxlike biwaomm.
vSoon aftor dinnor the sexrvants would pile amfuls of nelons
wxlor & table stending boneath a big tree in the back yard,
"Somebingas we would it on the grosg In tho back yerd o o »
"the peason advanced, the turf was like emorald, the rosea
blooned, and the old locusts with thair muall, pale groen leaves and
phowors of snowy L1OSEONS seee o
A peach and apple orchord bowiered the approach road ninee
Yroe Haw stateds "Ao wo passed the orchard on our richt, tho breere
vafted to us the ‘fraarenne of ripe arples and poaches,”
| ihé pemﬁ trens must have bem along the road and in front
of the house since che mentioned, "Frequently, ong or o of 0 + « »
would adjvwrn with platon and knivea to the poach orchard temptingly
in sight."

p fvidently tho apple troes grew alone the platean domatroanm
of Hoatawain Creck fram lleod's brenkthrough, "Here had baon the {laroent
fightdng of the day, when ifeod's Tomans ocharged « « o Whore tha peach
orchard joined the apple orchard ceve o

All the information conceming the location of the cutbnildinra

wig g-luai.xed fram interviews with perzons who had lnuwledge of the farm

21
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Lrom 1500 4o ’191&. dne following éiaﬁl‘&)m gigras praphically the approxie
mate sites of the building. The three persons interviewed were agrued
on the looatian of theso sitem. | |

Tt would seem quite possidle to definitely looate the foundae
tdons and to got an idea of the dimensions of the buildings by exca-
vating the aves indicated on the diagrame Alsoy a Low artifacts mipht
bo uncovered indlcating the usge of each of the bulldingse

Includad in tho growp wure geriainly a smcke house, privy, and
probably a chicken houses

8, Statement of work to be undertaken and illustrative plans of

<

restoration end yehabilitation within the limite of avallable
information, |
this statomont should be writton by en architoct of historie
st turade
A1l the evidenon unoovercd in this pbudy indieates that the
bullding, intericr and exterior, ramaing casentially the sane as 1t
did in 1862, The only excoptions are the three entrance ways which
will have to be roptered, The gonoral etiustural condition of the
building 18 torribly weak and deterlorated.
| the major problems in rehabilitation will be to moke tho
building structurally sound, Tn renovating this structure, it ssemg
rossonable to agmme thad all unable woodwork end hardware, if orisiml,
will be galvaged and whoro replacemcnts are nocsssary, thoy will follow
the existing pattern used in the bullding,.

22
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An 'i’chtl“zm‘bmmw' plang, th .zszmmd drauvinge for the bnilding
_,are attached, following the photographic pecticn, Thero mipht be cortain
R minor altarg}dcgngﬁggaasarf a;fbﬁr an hiutm*ioal architoot has made &
datailed study .of ﬁm structure. “ |
A tontative list of jobs that meem necessary in making the
structure sound and appropriate for employes housing will Le dotailed,
The cost of doing thess itemised jobs gould jerhapo bost bo estimated
by the EODC, 5o far es ia known, this project must gtay within the
available £18,020.00 appropriateds
1. Point up brick and repaly foundution wallse

2. Repoint chimmeys, reatore chimney, and install flve
dining ‘for furnaoo.

3. The yoof repair will require additional study and
perhape winor altorallons.

he Replace and/or repair exterior sash, doors, framing, otce
5, Painting of the oxterior.

6. THoa entrance oteps and platforns.

7. Grading, soeding, and plantinge

8s Replace lathe and plaster.

9. FRepair and refinich wood floors, instnll additional
supports, ldnolewn (kitchen and bath)e

10, lieplaco the basanent flooringe
1l. Reoplace all necessary hardwarde
12. Painting of the intordicr.
' 13. Repalr and/or roplace interior doors and framinge
1o Install & noew eloctric aystem and fixtures.

2h
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15 "m J“.L plurbing and riyLzmm

164 Inﬂtmll & omtrsl hoating oystome

17. .. Inatadl ¥ tohen equipmmt.

28, Tasulation. "

19. Flectric gervice and gcomeotion. ‘

20, Tater system = well, pump, pressure tank, and eonnactiong,

21, Septic tank and tile drainage flelde
9. Statement of how uge will affest provision for elestrie wiring,

| plunbing, heating, and visit;ar facilitics,

Sinse the plang oall for uveing this bullding for onployes
houaing, ﬁmit;ea wlll be ecnentinl.

Elsotricity and telsphone linss are readily avalleble from
Mer lines approximately 150 yards in rear of tho housos T4 would ba
practical for this ehort distance to use wdarground comduit, which would
asnim; in jresorving the historical sottinge A1l electrical wiring and
outlots should ba as inconspicunualy placed ap poselble

4_ A umaml auwxilinry heating plant w11l be neceasery to masplemend

the fireplaces during ertremcly cold weather. An effort should ba made to
place the reristors in the leant noticeable places and yob rotaln the |
maximum wtility of the heating syateme The pommibs.):ity of using radiant
heat should be thoroughly investipated.

Plumbing will be necoozary mg;ardléns of the purpeope for which
the building is used. In order to have o sufficlent pupply of wabor, 1%
will be necessary to dig & well and, at the some time, provide a dralnage

" f£161d,

25
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Raamzi.xd.wj hove to be welecisd injubich to install bathroom
eguipmdnt and kitchon fixtures,

" V«ndhi.»r.”-.- . b . ,‘ll .
! g e .
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loy Neredith, Yr. Lincoln's Comora Nan (iew York, 1946), 11l.

Battles end leadors of ‘the Civil Yar (is volae New York, 1807), 1I, 33%.

Kroe Me Jo Haw, "My Visite with Crandmother," Chriatisn Obnervor
(Louisville, Ky.), YOVIII (May 1R, 1910), ROranmO o A8 Nt
identified in the ariicle, but faaily wecords vorify that she waa

- Sarah Be Watt.

The Ver of tho Tiebolliome A Cmpﬂaum of the Ufficlal liecordn of

the Unien and Confoderate Armics (130 vols., Washington, 1000-1901),

Sore I, Vole Xi, t18. I=111, passise

Datiles and londers, 335e

Haw, locs 0ite

Femily recomda of kr. Josoph e Call, 1910 Hanover Avenue, Tidetmond,
Virgining direct doscendant of Ceorge Vails

1and Tex and Porsonal Property hecords, State Archives and Library,
Richmond, Virginia, 1065

Toide, 1833
Ibide, 1033~1907.

Vire Jo Atibler Johinoton, & noted engincor and architeet, Atiantlc life
DudlMnog; Ricmend, Virginle; wos ene of the three non ovlyinally
instrumental in fownddng the Richsond Zattlefield Farlk Corporation In
1927, Lire Johnston was born 70 years a;po in one of the counties
edjoining Kichmond and Lias been recopnired as one of the outatanding
historiecal srchitecta in Richmond up to the presemt time, Ho mae a8
nembor of the committos which rocomminded the solestlon snd nenuinition
of tho Watt Houoo, or "Springfield" with the hepe of evintually denatdng
1% t0 the lationad Vavrk Servicee

Haw, _%o ﬁg«_‘t_‘w

Tbide

lre Villlam Mubbard, Ellersen's 141l, Virpinia, wns born within 2 niles
of tho “att Houze"e lo is ninety-iwo years of ape and has 1llvoed bln
entire 1ife alsost within sizht of that structures When Intorvigrod,
he soemed in good health and gulte lueid, dospite hie advanced yonrde
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tire He Jo Dekemiude to Yre De Se Freemna, Varch 2h, 15h2, e

nekanroda’y private file, State Archives and ldbraxy, Hichmond,

'»'ir‘ggi.lia. T

J. inblep-sotmsian to Dre He 4 Eelonrode, April 12, 1942,
 Bokomzude File, log, cite

e Jo Anbler Johnston mas secrotavy-treasurer of the nichmond
vattleficld Faxk Corperation ia 1935 when the repairs worn nadoe

Dre He Jo Igkanrode to Je Ambley Johmgton, Kaxch 1»6' 19[&2’ ickenrodo
Tila, 10Ca &i&

Superintendent's menthly narrative repoxt, Richmond National
Batbtlufiedd iaxk, Kayy 1995 |

1bade, Yavruary, AS5ke
Ibid. » m » 1955‘
;i»ﬁ"ﬂ' loge ¢ita

personal interviews with lmos. Martdn, Valker, and Gaulding ap
detailed on pame 15 of mwnuseript. ,
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Appendix I

ILLUSYTRATIONSGS
in
Chronologlcal Sequenco

1930 - 1956
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Illusvragion L

The Yoty House in 1930, Tids 1s the eurliang
known viow of thn Sbrﬁctnrm. The nopativoe
photograph 18 in the Virginla deato Libeary

and Arcihives, fRichmond, Virginia

(Frong View)
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Llustracion 2

The Vatb House in 193C. Thioc ds thr ecarliroy
known vimw of thn structurrs The napative
photoreapn 1s in the Vireginia State Libvrary

and " Archives, lichmond, Virginia.

(Rnar Vieu)
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IMusteation 3

The Vabtt House in 1930. This is tha curlirst
known vi~w of the structura, The negative
phovopraph 4o in the Virginla Svate Library

and Archives, idchmond, Virginiae

(Front Vims)
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Illnstration 4

ihis photograph appoared in the Timis Diepstch,

3
3, ¢
A ELI A ] )

v

nichmond, Virginia, June 22, 1932. This vinw
was taken baforn thn bullding wos repalend by
the Virginia State Concervation and Navnlopm=iid

Commivsion in 1935,

{(Front View)
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Illustration 5

This photograph was acquired fran Gary Il Danks
P , Y ’

1 horth Confederate Avonus, Jandston, Virginia,

photopraphar, who took tha shot in 1936 jusy

coafter the budlling was repsired by the Vieginia

A4

- Spate Conaervation and Development Commidsnilone

(¥ront View)
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ILustration &

iichmond lHaclonal Dawvlefield Park filee Tho
dat~ of this viow i unknovn. 1t 46 auspret o
ﬁl_m‘t' Lhin view was taken after thie bullding

was repalesd by the Virgiunla Suavn Conarrvnudon
and Neynlopmmb Co:rmi:a;;lon in 1935 aince o
front and roar outrance sLopo fovorably coapnen

to the rastored steps of that doite

(Tast Side Viow)
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I lustration 7

Tha Aate of thils photograph, located in the
fehmond Nationnl Datolefield Pork filos,
45 unlmown, It must huve been takon aftor
1932, (when the oim in ghe foraground vias
m*adteﬂ, and befora 1947 when tho housn Ulg

vacatade It 1g bvolicved thut thn view vag

 pocorded aftar the houge vias repalred by the

Virpginia Svato Consorvabtion and Dovalopmnub
commtoaion in 1935 and before e houne wug

vacated for the last timo in 1947
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Illustration 8

This negative, in t.\m iWlehmond Haticnal Davtlefi~lad
I"’ar'kl files, is undated, It app=ars o hove boon
taken after the housn vas vacatnd wrlrr Pavk Soevien
custodlanshipe lNote the small protcetion sipn o

the £ ront door,
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Illustration 9

Worth basem-nt room looking east- (ano proe
pastoration moasured drawing, shests 1, O,

’ and 11).
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Illustration 10O
Vorth basomant room looking weste
pre-rastoration measured drawing,
1 and 6).
}
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: Ilwstration 1L
South bas~ment room lobking cust, (See
pre-restoration mrasured draving, chact 6).
i
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Illustraclion 12

we.fy"

South basemant room looking esst, (Hea.
pre~eastoration measured Jdraving, sheots

i a.n"j 6)'
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Illustration 13

Steps leading to basement on the west side
of the house, (See preerestoration measured

drawing, sheets 2 and 6).



Illustration 13
Steps leading to basemert on the vest cide

of the housr, (See preerestoration measurecd

drawing, sheets 2 and 6).
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Ilustrotlion 14

First floor north room looking racts (Bee
pra=restoration monsured Arawing, shoobo

2 ant 7).
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Illustration 15

miree £loor north room looking woste
(See pre-restoration measured drawing,

shrata 2 and 10).
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Illustration 16

First floor south room looking west.
(See”prnfrosto"mtion mnasured draving,

sheots 2 and 10),
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Illustration 17

First floor south looking east.

(Sen pro-restoration measured drawing,

v

' ‘ sheets 2, 7, ond 10),
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Illustration 18

irst floor hall lookinpg northe -
(3nn prosrvestoration draving,

shaots 6 and 10},
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Illugtrotion 19

Frst {loor stalrs leading down from sacond
floor. (Sem pro-restoration drawing, sheats

2, 6, and 10),
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CIllustravion 20

Second floor hall looking southe
(ded preernstoration measurnd draving,

shants 2 and 0).
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. Nlustration 21
Second floor hall and wast room enLIranco.
(8o pre-restoration measured draving,
' shoets 3, 6, and 10).
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Illustrution 22
3acond floor north room loocking euast.
_ {Sea pre-restoration measured draving,
gheets 3, 7, and 10).
&
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Ilustration 23

Second floor north room looking northwest .

(See pra~restoratvlion measured draving,

: f shoat 3)0
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Tllustration 24

Sacond floor scuth room looking easte
(See preoerestoration measured draving,

gheets 3 and 7)e
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Illuseration 25

Jocond {loor nouth room loéking voute
(Son pre-restoration mrasured draving

gheets 2, 3, #nd 10),



o A O T0) g i

s a e et

i
i
i
i
i

L

. : KAse sy % 4
M!ii....é%s:. st s N AR A NG s
. 4 ”

i



PRON

Illusttion 26

Attic looking east, (Ser pree-rastoration

measured Arauing, sheat 6.
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Illustration 27
Attle looking northesst. (See pre-roscoragion
meagsumd drawing, shest 6)e
\
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Illustration 28
Txterior west side view., (See pro-
restoration mrasured drawing, shoets

’ L and 9).
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Illustration 29

"wgorior cast sido view, (Sea proe

resgoration measwed drawving, shoots

5 and 9) .
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Illustration 30

Mxverior north front viow, (See
- preoeracgtoravion moasured droving,

sheate 4 and Q).
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Illustration 31

Resv
Txterior south fwesnt view, (See pree

rostoration measured drawing, sheets

5 and 9)»
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Appendix aTIT

PRT-RESTORATION

t

MEASUR DRAWINGS

November, 1956
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