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Introduction

The Richmond Civil War Centennial Committee presents this folio of maps as its contribution to 
the Centennial of the Battle of Cold Harbor.

The Cold Harbor Campaign began on 31 May 1864 , and lasted  until 13 June. But the f ie rce st  
fighting took place 1 June to 3 June.

The Army of the Potomac now under General Grant (110 ,000 ) men and the Army of Northern Vir­
ginia under General Lee (5 8 ,0 0 0  men), had opposed each other in many battles for nearly three years . 
This engagement was the beginning of the end for the Confederacy, and the la s t  in which the Army of 
Northern Virginia fought its adversary to a s tan d stil l .  It was one of the few great engagements in which 
Lee had no reserv es .  He had put every man in his army into action .

In the bitterly cold winter of 1 8 6 3 -6 4 ,  the two armies faced each other along a line running 
generally westwardly from Fredericksburg to Gordonsville on either side of the Rapidan River.

In March 1 8 64 , General U ly sses S .  Grant was put in charge of the Union forces and proceeded 
southwardly. In May he crossed  the Rapidan and w as , in the Battle of the W ild erness , abruptly turned
in direction. Thereafter Grant always extended his left in an attempt to turn the right flank of Lee.

From the W ilderness Grant went to Spotsylvania Court House, where he was again met by L ee , 
from there to the North Anna River [ Battle of North Anna] , then down the river and across  the Pamunkey 
River at Hanovertown. Grant continued to extend his l e f t ,  keeping in touch with navigable water with its 
advantages of transportation and mobility. Upon crossing the Pamunkey, he pushed southwardly to the 
important crossroads at Cold Harbor, where two years previously M cClellan and Lee fought the Battle of 
G aines' Mill [2 7  June 1 8 6 2 ] ,  about eight miles northeast from Richmond.

L ee 's  advance cavalry reached Cold Harbor only a few minutes ahead of G ran t's . The battle 
lines were formed, and for the fourth time in 30 days Grant a ttack ed , continuing his campaign of attri­
tion . Again he was prepared to take fearful lo s s e s .

These maps show troop movements from 31 May to 13 June, when Grant su cce ss fu lly  withdrew 
his whole army from the front lines and crossed  the James River. The maps them selves te ll  the story of 
Cold Harbor. Unlike the "d e c is iv e "  battles of Vicksburg, Gettysburg, or N ashville , Cold Harbor did not 
end a campaign. But it saved Richmond for the Confederacy for almost another year. And indeed, Cold 
Harbor was one of the most sanguinary battles of the war. The two major armies faced each other on a 
relatively  narrow front; in one small sector of that front, some 7 ,0 0 0  Union soldiers fell within 30 min­
utes .

The Richmond Civil War Centennial Committee has based th ese  contemporary interpretive maps on 
an original se t  prepared by the National Park S erv ice , Department of the Interior, and thanks the National 
Park Service for making the master maps available to u s . We express our appreciation to Richmond's City 
Manager, Horace H. Edwards, and to Director of Public Works Robert S . Hopson for their approval of this 
undertaking; and we particularly wish to commend the work of the sta ff  of the Division of Preliminary En­
gineering, Department of Public W orks, City of Richmond, who delineated the maps in this fo lio :

C hester Gratz William S. Pregnall M rs. Lela R. Pizzuto William W. Stillwagon
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