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Longs Peak and Chasm Lake, Rocky Mountain National Park
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The Continental Dizide Across Denver’s Civic Center

COLORADO

high rank as a mining and agricul-
tural state, owes its widest fame
to those unsurpassed recreational qualifi-
cations and scenic splendors which
annually attract many thousands of
visitors to its wonderful mountain play-
grounds. The irresistible appeal of this
state is not difficult to analyze. The high
and varied character of its scenic grandeur,
the majestic snowy peaks, rugged can-
yons, musical mountain streams, spark-
ling cascades, romantic lakes, living,
gleaming glaciers and exquisite wild-flower
gardens of astonishing variety and pro-
fusion brightening mountainside, grove
and glade, are some of the important
natural elements which produce it.
The primeval formations that became
the Rocky Mountain System and built
North America’s mighty watershed were
long ages in the making. The profound
canyons of this region were carved and
hollowed by glaciers and rivers during
periods that we can measure only by
guesswork. Today we have an upland
playground without like on earth. Mlile
upon mile cf excellent roads and trails

C OLORADO, notwithstanding its

offer unbounded opportunity for recrea-
tion amid healthful surroundings. High-
ways and pathways lead to its loftiest
peaks and through its deepest chasms.
Cool, dewless summer nights and dry,
clear, sunny days make it a favorite holi-
day-home among America’s ever-growing
tourist family.

Mountain valleys of amazing beauty lie
between the giant ranges, the celebrated
natural “parks,” where resorts rustic and
luxurious care for sight-seer, fisherman,
hunter, mountaineer, hiker, horseman and
naturalist. During midsummer perpetual
snow and ice may be reached in a few
hours from populous cities. Yet scarcely
more than a generation ago this highland
pleasure-ground, planted and terraced
before mankind appeared on earth, was
practically unknown.

Of Colorado’s vast area at least two-
thirds ranges from 6,000 to 14,000 feet
above sea level, giving the state a higher
average elevation than any other; it has
1,029 named peaks over 10.000 feet high,
and contains 46 out of the 59 peaks in the
United States that exceed 14,000 feet.

An outstanding feature of Colorado’s
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Eclo Lake, on the Mt, Evans Highway

great mountains is their friendliness and
casy accessibility. Motor ways or safe
trails lead to the summits of many of
them. Two towns of early-day mining
fame, picturesque Leadville and Cripple
Creek, are at altitudes of approximately
10,000 feet. This is in striking contrast to
conditions in the Alps where real danger
often attends an ascent to that elevation.

This state, without a rival in the mag-
nificence and extent of its wonderland
scenery, lies just west of the geographical
center of the nation and is to the greater
part of the population of the United States
the most easily accessible of the nation’s
playgrounds. The fast on-time trains of
the Union Pacific System from Chicago
and Omaha and from St. Louis and
Kansas City to Denver carry the latest
type of all-steel equipment and the jour-
ney requires but one night spent in the
sleeping car.

The number of visitors has been an-
nually increasing until Colorado has
become the greatest of American outdoor
recreation regions, where the vacationist
finds all of the conditions for an ideal
mountain outing.

Climate, Season, Recreations

The climate of Colorado is noted for
freedom from sudden changes. During

the summer months sparkling sunshine,
never oppressive, is the usual order of the
day, and the nights are cool, restful and
invigorating. The average summer
temperature throughout the state is ap-
proximately 60 degrees.

The sojourner in the mountains finds
that each hour transforms the aspects of
the lofty snow-capped ranges. Dawn
brushes the cloud-kissed summits with rose
and lavender and at midday grays and
blues predominate. Then, occasionally, a
drab snow cloud clings about some peak
which emerges, later on, white with fresh-
fallen snow. A brief shower may descend
in a distant canyon, but the normal day
is overspread by a sky of clearest blue,
with every object bathed in brilliant sun-
light. Evening brings lengthening purple
shadows, which add to the peaks an
indefinable perspective of greater beauty
and the day ends with a sunset of such
splendor as only the Rockies can present.

While there are official summer seasons
at the parks and resorts, most of the re-
gions are accessible throughout the year.
Many visitors remain to enjoy the glory
of autumn’s tints upon the aspens; and in
winter, tobogganing, skiing, skating and
snowshoe trips attract numbers whose love
of active outdoor life does not depend
upon the seasons.



A Beazer and His House, Rocky Mountain National Park

Some form of outdoor activity usually
tempts even the most indolent sojourner.
There are miles of excellent motor roads
and many of the finest scenes may be
viewed from the cushions of an automobile.
The Fall River Road in Rocky Mountain
National Park has opened the scenic
regions west of the Continental Divide to
the motorist. A number of the hotels and
resorts have tennis and croquet courts.
Several of the country clubs have golf
courses which are open to the public, and
some of the resort hotels have private
courses.

The angler will find lively sport in
practically all of the mountain regions, as
rainbow, brook and native trout are caught
in most of the lakes and streams.

The most popular diversions, however,
are hiking, mountain climbing and horse-
back riding. Choose the most convenient
hotel or resort and make excursions to the
adjacent scenic regions. Fnchanting lakes,
lovely wild-flower gardens and impressive
glaciers may, in most localities, be reached
with but little effort in a one-day trip.
In the evening those who enjoy dancing
find opportunities for this pastime at most
of the hotels and resorts. And one who
wishes to loaf in the midst of scenic gran-
deur will find his desires no less than one
who wishes to fish, climb mountains or

explore glaciers. Geologist, botanist,zodl-
ogist and ornithologist will find subjects
to tempt them.

A visit to this great playground requires
no elaborate special preparation. There is
such a variety of outdoor amusements that
any inclination can be satisfied. Prac-
tically any vacation equipment or cloth-
ing that one may require and may have
overlooked can be obtained at the larger
towns or cities on his itinerary. Be sure
to bring your camera.

Wild Flowers

The primeval wildernesses of the state
are softened by the profusion and beauty
of the wild flowers, which are, perhaps,
next to the magnificent scenery, Colorado’s
chief attraction. The wide range of alti-
tude gives a great diversity of climate
which in turn produces a varied and ex-
tensive flora. The aggregate for the state
is more than 3,000 species, at least two-
thirds of which are found in the foothills
and high mountains. Many have fragrance
as well as beauty. Among those to be seen
will be found the familiar lily, rose, gen-
tian, gilia, yucca, phlox, lupine, violet,
honeyvsuckle, bluebell, larkspur, geranium,
iris, orchid, pink; and their species include
buttercups, sunflowers, goldenrod, anem-
ones, marigolds, larkspur, wallflowers,



Aspen Trail to Longs Peak



Greek Theatre, Denzer Civic Center

asters, daisies, wild peas, mountain laurel,
shooting stars, chiming bells, clover, dan-
delions, twinflowers, harebells, spring-
beauties and water lilies. The Indian
paint-brush splashes the flower beds with
pink, old rose and scarlet. The classic
mariposa lily, the queenly silver-and-blue
columbine, Colorado’s state flower, and
the wee, scented forget-me-not probably
rank among the highest in popular favor.

Wild Life

Forests and streams have many inhabi-
tants which are, in the national parks, now
safe from trapper and hunter. The beaver
has countless dome-shaped tenements in
the streams, where he may be seen by
patient watching. The foremost mountain
climber on the globe, the bighorn sheep,
roams the precipices of the highest peaks.
A sight of this spectacular animal is well
worth a trip along secluded trails to
his lofty haunts. Deer are often encount-
ered; bears, mountain lions, bob-cats, elk
and antelope are rarely seen; marmots,
woodchucks, rabbits and conies are
common.

Colorado has also a greater wealth of
bird life than any other inland state.
405 species and more than 50 subspecies
have been identified. Many of them are

well-known species found generally
throughout the country and may be seen
in and around Denver and on the plains
below the foothills; more than half of them
inhabit the hilis and the higher elevations
in the mountains. Strange as it may seem,
a few very interesting birds make their
homesin that barren and windswept region
above timberline. The more conspicuous
and less timid species may be seen along
the roadsides, but to enjoy a real wide
acquaintance with Colorado’s feathered
inhabitants it is necessary to leave the
noisy highways and seek the seclusion of
the more quiet places.

Characteristic birds are the robin, Rocky
Mountain jay, spurred towhee, hairy
woodpecker, chickadee, nuthatch, pipit,
rosy finch, water ouzel, ptarmigan, white-
crowned sparrow, solitaire, dusky grouse
and other game birds, and some very
interesting owls and hawks.

Timberline Scenes

All of the loftier mountains have a tim-
berline or limit of tree growth. This
usually occurs at an altitude of about
10,000 feet. There the struggle of the
trees with wind, frost and snow is par-
ticularly striking. At this point the arbo-
real pioneers have been halted and become



Wildcat Point, Denver Mountain Parks

scarred, twisted and deformed by the irre-
sistible forces that oppose them. Trees
that lift stately plumes more than 150
feet on the hospitable slopes lower down,
creep, likeimmense vines, upon the ground.
Others are bent into fantastic, agonized
shapes by wind and snow. Upon many,
branches grow only to leeward, giving the
trees the appearance of fleeing with frantic
outstretched arms from the persistent pun-
ishment of the wind. The greater number,
however, are merely stunted. Some ma-

ture and perfectly symmetrical specimens,
although 100 vears old, are but a few
inches high.

Accommodations for the Tourist

The accommodations in Colorado’s va-
rious cities, parks and resorts range from
the luxurious service found in metropoli-
tan hotels to rustic lodges, log cabins and
tent-cottages. All tastes may be suited,
as well as all purses.

Denver, the Gateway

Denver, the handsome capital and com-
mercial center of Colorado, is the natural
gateway to the vast mountain wonder-
land. Situated 15 miles from the eastern
base of the Rockies, it is the starting point
for dozens of sight-seeing trips—by train,
trolley and motor—all of them of absorb-
ing interest; while most of them, if time
be limited, may be made in one day or
even less, few persons will voluntarily be
content with such fleeting glimpses of the
picturesque scenes they include.

Denver’s elevation is one mile above
‘sea level and its summer climate is notable
for bright, clear days and cool, refreshing
nights. The winter climate is mild and
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sunny, inviting many outdoor activities.

Denver is a cosmopolitan city, with a
population, estimated in 1925, of 293.891.
It has many fine public buildings, includ-
ing the State Capitol, the Federal Building,
United States Mint, Public Library, Mu-
nicipal Auditorium, Stock-show Stadium,
two museums and many attractive thea-
ters. The Colorado Museum of Natural
History in the City Park contains a mil-
lion-dollar exhibit of fauna, minerals, fos-
sils and other specimens of surpassing
interest. Denver’s Civic Center is a mag-
nificent example of municipal foresight.
In the Municipal Auditorium, which seats
12,000 persons, free organ recitals are
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Golden from Castle Rock, Denver Mountain Parks

12



DV

Camp at Mirror Lake, Mt. Evans Trail

given at noon during the summer. Denver
has 40 parks. City Park contains a well-
stocked zoblogical garden and an electric
fountain; free concerts are given there dur-
ing the summer. From Cheesman Park,
on a clear day, the front range of the
Rockies from Pikes to Longs Peaks, and
northward toward Wyoming, may be seen.

Denver has more than 200 hotels, with
accommodations for 50,000 persons daily;
for those who wish accommodations at
lower rates, there are approximately 1,000
rooming houses. In addition to the hotel
dining rooms and cafes, there are numer-
ous restaurants. A bureau of informa-
tion is maintained at the Union Station
for assisting visitors to find suitable lodg-
ings; useful suggestions are given there to
those who wish to keep down expenses,
and also to those whose time for sight-
seeing is limited.

The varied attractions of Denver may
be seen most quickly and conveniently by
sight-seeing automobiles or trolley cars,
which operate on regular schedules that
include the principal places of interest.
The sight-seeing automobiles of the
Denver Cab Company traverse the beau-
tiful residential section, boulevards and
parks, making the trip in one and one-half
hours, at cost of $1.00, and calling at the

13
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leading hotels for passengers. The street
car service, which is more economical,
reaches most points of interest.

“The Twilight Trip” made in the large
passenger automobiles of the Denver Cab
Company, which calls at the leading hotels
for passengers, covers 15 miles over the
splendid boulevards of the city; this trip
starts at 7.00 p.m., lasts two and one-
half hours and costs $1.00.

Denver has a number of sporty, well-
kept golf courses and each summer there
is held an Annual Invitation Golf Tour-
nament sponsored by the Denver Golf
Tournament Association.

Denver Mountain Parks

In the Rocky Mountains, within 35
miles of its corporate limits, Denver owns
parks comprising 7,380 acres, between
7,000 and 12,800 feet in elevation, con-
nected with the city by 100 miles of fine
roadways; these parks contain camp sites,
open-air ovens, shelter houses and rustic
lodges. In one of them, Genesee Park,
800 acres have been set aside and fenced
in for a game preserve. The area confines
buffalo, mountain sheep, elk and deer and
is of surpassing interest to those con-

cerned with the preservation of our native
wild life.



Idaho Springs, a Famous ot Springs Resort

A very recent addition to the Denver
Mountain Parks system is Summit Lake
and surrounding land on the northern
shoulder of lofty Mt. Evans.

The Denver Cab Company takes visitors
to the Denver NMountain Parks by a 65-
mile motor trip that includes all of the
principal points of interest, and by shorter
trips to specific localities.

Golden and Vicinity

Historic Gelden, former capital of the
state and the seat of the Colorado School
of Mines, is 15 miles west of Denver, on
the road to Lookout Mountain, and may
be reached by automobile or trolley.
Trolley fare, 58 cents.

Lookout Mountain

A most comprehensive tour of the
Mountain Parks and one that affords fine
views of the lofty peaks of the Rockies,
the deep canyvons, forests and wild-flower
gardens is the 65-mile automobile trip
including Golden, Lookout MNlountain,
Wildcat Point, Col. W. F. Cody’s (Buffalo
Bill’s) grave, Bergen Park, Genesee Park,
Evergreen, Bear Creek Canvon, the Park
of the Red Rocks and Morrison. Near
the summit of Lookout Nountain, 7,342

feet high, is the Cody Nuscum, conducted
by Johnny Baker, formerly Cody’s crack
marksman. Among many historic relics
and curios the tourist is shown Cody’s
famous breech-loading rifle, “Lucretia
Borgia,” with which he killed more than
4,000 buffalo for the construction gangs
employed on the railroad that became the
Kansas Division of the Union Pacific Sys-
tem. The cost is $4.00 per passenger.

Echo Lake—Mt. Evans Region

Another tour covers 105 miles through
a variety of mountain scenery that in-
cludes nearly every type. Itis known as
the Echo Lake-Mt. Evans Tour, and is
completed between nine in the morning
and five in the afternoon, lunch being
taken at Echo Lake. The route is over the
shoulders of Squaw Mountain and Chicf
Mountain to Echo Lake, reaches a height
of 11,000 feet, and presents views of most
of the highest Colorado peaks from Pikes
to Longs. This trip, via Denver Cab Co.,
costs $8.00. An automobile highway to
the summit of Mt. Evans, elevation
14,260 feet, is nearing completion, and
will soon give ready access to further
panoramas of high grandeur.



Grays and Torreys Peaks, in Pike National Forest, West of Denver
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