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YELLOWSTONE AND 

Old Faithful, most fa mous of geysers; 
with its power, volume, regularity and the beauty of its graceful column, 

it never fails to delight the beholder. 
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GRflflD TETOn RHTIOnflL PARKS 

The Teton Range includes some of America's most 
striking mountain scenery. This view shows one of 

the peaks across Leigh Lake. 
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n fl T U R E ' S P L R Y G R O U n D 
• Ask any group to name one of our National Parks and the response will be almost 

unanimously—"YELLOWSTONE!" • It is the oldest of our National Parks and by all 

odds the largest and it holds a unique place in the affections of the American people. 

It is, in every sense of the word, a Wonder-land, filled with more genuine natural wonders 

than any other region on earth. In fact, so amazing are its geysers, hot springs, paint pots, 

mud volcanoes, petrified forests, mighty canyon and falls that for several generations people 

absolutely refused to believe that such things existed. • The first reports of its marvels 

and beauties came from John Colter, who discovered and explored the Yellowstone region 

in 1807. People were skeptical and facetiously dubbed his discovery "Colter's Hell." 

Twenty years later Jim Bridger's descriptions were called "yarns." Only the merest hand­

ful of frontiersmen visited the region in the sixty years following its discovery, because it 

lies atop the Continental Divide in a valley that is snowbound for seven months of every 

normal year. So, while the old West was being settled rapidly, Yellowstone was an un­

known and inaccessible wilderness. Public skepticism continued and when the first actual 

exploring party arrived in 1870 and caught a glimpse of Old Faithful through the trees 

they mistook its billowy cloud of vapor for the smoke from a forest fire. • This first party 

came upon so many wonders that even Colter, Bridger and other explorers had missed 

that they vowed that this Yellowstone region must be preserved in all its primeval glory 

for the permanent enjoyment of all people. So great was their enthusiasm that they were 

able to get a bill through Congress, and on March 1, 1872 the region was set aside as 

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. • We owe a great debt of gratitude to those men 

who saw and acted. Because of them we now have not only one, but many National Parks— 

vast unspoiled regions jointly owned by all Americans, where we can go each year for a 

period to shed the cares and fatigues and monotonies of our everyday lives and enjoy 

thrilling outdoor sports and wholesome rest amid the most inspiring scenes in the West. 

• None of our great Parks offers more in interest and recreation. It is here that nature 

puts on her grandest show. With weird subterranean thunders to form the drum corps, 

and a galaxy of geysers as the star attraction, no one ever wearies of the performance. • It 

is a show unique on the American continent; indeed, you'll find geysers in only a few places 

in the known world—Iceland, New Zealand and—Yellowstone Park! Yellowstone's collec­

tion is by far the largest and most magnificent—headed by famous Old Faithful "the geyser 
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Cascades of the Yelloustone River just above the Upper Falls. 
Famed Chittenden Bridge in distance. 
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that carries a clock." • But, after all, the geysers, fascinating as they are, represent only 

the sideshow. There are more than 400 hot springs, their steaming mineral-laden waters 

tinting the rocky hillsides with rainbow hues; all manner of violently boiling ponds and 

pools; uncanny caverns that hiss and steam like a witch's cauldron; a mountain that roars; 

and a lake that seems to burn with fires of the Inferno; a waterfall nearly as high as two 

Niagaras; majestic lakes; petrified forests; and a glacier at its borders . . . The full list is 

indeed a long one. • Yet even without these phenomena Yellowstone would still be a 

fascinating place, because of its scenic beauty and great natural zoo. Nowhere else can 

you observe in such profusion and variety wild animal life as it was on this continent a 

century ago. Yellowstone bears, of course, are of keen interest to all visitors. But in addi­

tion there are elk, deer, mountain sheep, antelope, moose and bison. • Grand Teton, to 

the south, is one of our newest National Parks, but old in fame because of the area's asso­

ciation with notorious Jackson Hole. It is not a part of the Yellowstone, and a full extra 

day or more is required on a Yellowstone tour to see the soaring crests of the Teton Range 

and the beautiful canyons, lakes and forests of the new Park. • These Parks belong to 

you. They have been provided with fine roads and comfortable hotels and lodges, in order 

that the thousands of people who visit them every year may do so in comfort. You are wel­

come to come and stay as long as you like. Bring your camera if you wish. Roam the trails 

alone, or with an experienced guide, as you prefer. Enjoy yourself in your own way—and 

take home memories that will last a lifetime. 

SEEIEIG Y E L L 0 W S T 0 E 1 E PARK 
• There are many ways to see Yellowstone. You could easily spend the whole summer 

discovering its beauties and never exhaust it. But, on the other hand, you can see all the 

principal points of interest in the ordinary vacation period. • If you wish, you may "do" 

the Park alone or with chosen companions, going where you like and staying as long as 

you like, traveling by motor-bus with other Park visitors, or by yourself in a private auto­

mobile—selecting the style of accommodations that appeals to you, for you can live as 

modestly or as lavishly as you choose in Yellowstone. There are excellent camping sites in 

all parts of the Park and at the main centers of interest there are cabins, lodges and hotels— 

all comfortable, cozy and clean. The hotels provide genuinely de luxe accommodations. 

• For most people time is an important element and, naturally, they want to see as much 

as possible while in Yellowstone. They will especially appreciate the pre-arranged tours 
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Daisy Geyser in the Upper {Old Faithful) Geyser Basin is in frequent activity 
and always makes an interesting display. 
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by motor-bus, three and one-half days in length. Stops are made at all points worthy of 

attention, and adequate time is allowed to view them at leisure. • These tours will meet 

the approval especially of those who realize the difficulties of driving their own cars over 

strange mountain roads, and who want to avoid the inconvenience and worry of checking dis­

tances and following road-direction signs when they might be enjoying the scenery. They 

find it more satisfactory to leave those details to a bus driver, who not only is thoroughly 

familiar with the roads in Yellowstone, but who is also a virtual encyclopedia on the Park 

and can point out and explain things of interest along the way! • We have attempted, in 

the succeeding pages, to follow in a general fashion the route of the most popular of these 

escorted circle tours, the one beginning at West Yellowstone Station and ending at the same 

place. In a book of this length it is not possible to give much more than just the "high lights" 

of a trip through Yellowstone. We can do little more than to suggest something of the gran­

deur and nobility of the scenery and the atmosphere of strangeness and wonder you feel here. 

THE W E S T Y E L L O U J S T O n E E n T R R H C E 
• The Union Pacific route to Yellowstone National Park takes visitors to West Yellowstone, 

Montana, directly on Yellowstone's western boundary. • Here, on the edge of the age-old 

pine forests of Yellowstone, the railroad has a station and a beautiful new dining lodge. 

There are dressing rooms and shower baths with a maid and a porter in attendance. Here 

the Yellowstone traveler gets his first impression of the exceptional comforts that may be 

found in this strange country. • After arrival at the station you have a short time for refresh­

ments, a brief view of the village, mailing letters or making a few purchases before entering 

a comfortable motor-bus for the ride to Old Faithful. • The first day's ride is indeed a pleas­

ant preliminary to the Yellowstone tour. Green forests . . . glimpses of the Madison River 

. . . the spicy fragrance of Christmas Tree Park (three miles wide where the road crosses 

its needle-strewn aisles) and charming views of distant mountains greet you along the way. 

• Near here, at Madison Junction at the foot of National Park Mountain, is a fine historical 

museum on the spot where Yellowstone "was born." The first exploring party was com­

pleting its study of the region and had camped here on September 19, 1870. Around the 

campfire that night it was first suggested that Yellowstone be made a National Park. • Soon 

the Cascades of the Firehole River come into sight. This is one of the Yellowstone's most 

beautiful waterfalls. Its waters are warmed by the drainage from the geysers and other hot 

water formations, yet are alive with trout. 
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Above—Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone 
with the incomparable Great Falls at its head 

is one of Nature's supreme masterpieces. 

Below—Mountain-rimmed Yellowstone Lake, 
a mile and a half above sea level, with 139 

square miles of surface, is a scene of enchanting beauty. 
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F I R S T VIE111 OF THE G E Y S E R S 
• Five miles more . . . and then comes the first view of the geysers, in the Lower Geyser 

Basin. The re they are . . . plumes of steam and pillars of water shoot ing skyward—dazzling 

white against the green forest background and the deep blue of the sky. For number, size 

and power , for variety in action and formation, no geysers equal those of Yellowstone. 

• T h e r e are six geyser basins, all lying in the west and south central parts of the Park . . . 

each containing a number of geysers, pools and spr ings . You will find a strange contrast 

between the sublime, calm a tmosphere of the canyons, forests and valleys—and the spec­

tacular, intermittent play of the geysers. The re is almost an Alice-in-Wonderland quality 

about this section of Yel lowstone that is extremely fascinating. • Many of the famous 

geysers and curious phenomena are to be found in the Lower Basin, but Old Faithful Geyser, 

in the Upper Basin, is deserving of your first attention. Furthermore, it is adjacent to your 

dest inat ion—Old Faithful Inn or Lodge, where you will spend one or more days and nights 

amid the most delightful sur roundings . • At Old Faithful is an interesting exhibit prepared 

by the Park Ranger Natural is ts . It shows the how and why of geysers. A miniature geyser 

has been artificially constructed and set up in such a way that its work ing parts can be seen. 

• A geyser is really a hot spr ing that has developed into a fountain—except that no fountain 

on earth can begin to compare either in size or beauty with the five or six leading geysers 

in Yel lowstone. • T h e jet of water that shoots skyward is a mass of water almost at boil ing 

temperatures. Steam gives it force and the hot volcanic rocks beneath the earth's surface 

create the steam. In Yel lowstone the subterranean volcanic heat is nearer to the surface 

than in most places. T h e geysers help to drain off this excess energy and act much as safety 

valves on a steam boiler. 

OLD F A I T H F U L G E Y S E R 
• Old Faithful is best known of all geysers. It combines all the desirable attributes that we 

expect of a well-behaved geyser,—if you could speak of a geyser in that sense. • You can 

count upon its staging a performance within a few minutes of a specified time; every fifty 

to eighty minutes to be exact. Its impressive volume . . . the great height of its column, are 

other factors contr ibut ing to its well-earned fame. • What a splendid showman Old Faithful 

is! It precedes its performance with a rumbl ing prologue, like the roll of bass drums. Then 

an immense column of hissing, boi l ing water soars gracefully skyward. Quickly it gains 
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Observation platform on the brink of the Lower Falls of the Yellowstone 
is a viewpoint of most intense interest. 
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velocity until it reaches a height of 140 feet or more . • For four minutes it continues a 

display and then gradually dies away; a few wisps of steam hover an instant and then dis­

appear. • In each one of these spectacular performances, Old Faithful hurls skyward a volume 

of water that is difficult to conceive. It has been estimated that, in a single day, this geyser 

discharges an amount of water sufficient for the needs of a small city. • T o see Old Faithful 

at night, its steaming plume caught in the vivid white blaze of a giant searchlight, th rown 

from the roof of Old Faithful Inn, is a sight that becomes one of the vivid memories of a 

Yellowstone tr ip. 

O T H E R G E Y S E R S 
• T h e r e are a number of geysers that equal or excel Old Faithful in volume or height, but 

lack its regularity. • The Giant Geyser, as its name would imply, exceeds all others in the 

height of its eruption. Its magnificent column sometimes attains 2 50 feet, and plays for an 

entire hour, but one never knows in advance when the show will begin. • Others have earned 

descriptive names by reason of their peculiarities or fantastic formations, such as the Beehive, 

the Riverside, the Grot to , the Sponge and Sawmill. • Among those worthy of attention 

because of their individual splendor are the Grand, Giantess, and Fountain. • What an 

interesting experience it must have been for those w h o were present in 1909 when the 

Fountain decided to leave its old home for an adjoining crater! • For two days preceding its 

appearance in the new location—after having become entirely inactive—loud rumblings and 

thumpings were heard in the underground regions. They alarmed even those accustomed to 

the strange doings of the vicinity. Then the geyser suddenly burst through the earth's 

surface, th rowing masses of rock for more than 200 feet. 

POOEG RRO S P R I R G G 
9 You will see other weird sights in the basins—as interesting as the geysers. There are 

such oddities as the Fountain Paint Pot, like a boi l ing pot of paint, which in reality is colored 

clay . . . Morn ing Glory Pool , so named because of its flower-like rim and delicate color 

. . . Black Sand Pool , a hot spr ing described by its own name . . . Sapphire Pool , as 

intensely blue as the gem for which it is named. • Peer deeply into Firehole Lake and you 

can easily imagine that underneath the water are blue flames, jetting from some mysterious 

underground smithy. 
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Above—Thefishing bridge at Yellowstone Lake 
where devotees of the angler's art 

can always be found. 

Below—This view, with Firebole Spring in the 
loreground, shows the general character of the 

Lower Geyser Basin. 
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A View in Upper Geyser Basin 
Liberty Cap at Mammoth Hot Springs 

A Hot Springs Terrace at Mammoth 

THE COnTiriETlTHL 
DIVIDE 
• For those who are following 

the tour, the road now leads from 

Old Faithful Inn and Lodge to 

Yellowstone Lake, about 38 

miles distant over an interesting 

mountain highway. • Less than 

two miles from the Upper Geyser 

Basin is Kepler Cascade, whose 

waters form a series of enchant­

ing falls, the whole d rop being 

about 80 feet, the waters sing­

ing as they descend. • Along 

the way you will cross and re-

cross the Continental Divide, 

"backbone"of the Rockies, where 

the waters on one slope even­

tually flow into the Pacific and 

those on the other at last find 

their way into the Atlantic. 

• You will welcome the stop 

made at Shoshone Point with 

the beauty of Shoshone Lake in 

the foreground and the snow­

capped crests of the Teton Range 

in the Grand Teton National 

Park, seen clearly above the 

southern horizon. So clear is the 

air that it almost seems as if you 

could touch them—yet they are 

50 miles away. 
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fll Y E L L O U J S T O n E 
LAKE 
• Yellowstone Lake is among 

the largest mountain lakes in 

the world and the beauty of its 

intensely blue waters and its 

majestic mountain bordered 

shore line is second to none. 

Its surface covers approximately 

139 square miles. Its shore line 

is 100 miles long. Its area is 

surprising when you consider 

that it is a mile and a half above 

sea level. To the east of the lake 

are the jagged snowy peaks of 

the Absarokas. To the south lies 

Mt. Sheridan, all that remains of 

a huge, extinct volcano. • On 

the West Thumb shore there are 

a number of brilliant "paint 

pots," the active Lake Shore 

Geyser, and the Fishing Cone, a 

boiling spring that rises from 

the Lake bottom. • Many visi­

tors to Yellowstone will wish to 

spend some time at the Lake. 

It is a place for the most exhila­

rating enjoyment, being almost 

perfectly ideal for campers and 

fishers. The invigorating air, at 

7,731 feet above sea level, is cool 

and refreshing, a quick cure for 

Excelsior Ceyser Overflows into Eirehole River 
The Crater of Old Faithful Ceyser 

Visitors Examine the Crater of Crotto Ceyser 
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