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I. Critical AE.alysis 

A. Synopsis 

The Place of Refuge, often erroneously called the City of 

Refuge, is located at Htmaunau in the South Kana area of t.he 

Island of Hawaii. Established prior to 1700, it served as a 

sanctuary for the weak and the aged, the oppressed, the 

criminal, and the political or military fugitive. The royaJ 

tomb of Hale o Keawe, built about 1690 by Kanuha, a son of 

Keawe II, was connected with it, and ho~sed the bones of 

Hawaiian royalty until 1829, when they were r emoved by order 

of Queens Kaahumanu and Kapiolani to a secret cave near 

Kaawaloa. They were later r emoved t o Honolulu in 1858. 

The movement to preserve thi s siVlificont site of Havmiian 

history goes back for over half a century, when in the late 

18001 s the property Tias acquir ed by the Bishop Estate. In 

1902 it vms partially r estored with private funds by Mr. S. 

M. Damrn, and further r estoration work was done in 1919 by 

Dr. J. F. G. Stokes of the Bishop Aiuseum of Honolulu. Now 

a county park, it has been proposed by the people of Hawaii 

that it be r cognized as of national sil?'Ilificnnco. 

As a r esult of r esolutions and nctions of loading civic 

nnd patriotic organizations of Hawaii, the Notional Park 

Service was asked to investigate the Place of Refuge as a 

possibility for national monument or nationf11 historic site 



status. Consequently, during September 18-19, 1949, an 

investigation of tho nrec wcs mnde on the ground by officials 

of this Service. These included Mr. Hillery A. Tolson, 

Assistant Director; ~1r. T. C. Vint, Chief of Development; 

Dr. Aubrey Nenshnm, Regional Historian, Region Four; Mr. 

Frank Oberhnnsley, Superintendent, Hawaii Natjonnl Perk; 

nnd Mr. Ignvcio Castro, Assistant Superintendent, Hawoii 

Untional Park. After meeting with Mr. Lester Alar ks, Lond 

Conunissioner of tho Territory of Hawaii, and members of the 

Konn Civic and Improvement Club on September 19, it was the 

concensus of these officials thnt the site merited full inves­

tigation as to its historical significnnce, and that every 

step should be tnken to encourage its proper preservation, 

interpretation, r.nd dcvoloprncnt. 

The historicnl inturost of the PlPce of Refuge centers 

nround impressive stone structures, whor e nll Hmmiiens, 

rep~rdlcss of their str.tus, could find clemency and a haven. 

As such, it is repre sent~ tivc of Hawoiien life befor the 

nrri val of the 1."'hi t e man. It is nlso P. part of the historicr.l 

Kona Const. It is difficult t o sepc.rete cny on pRrt of Kone 

from nnother, historically. C ertninl~·, the vill, ge of Honaunnu, 

vestiE!es of 'i'hich remnin, . na otht:rs like it have irnportnnt 

historical bnckgrounds. f;.nciont tr.:i ils, vmlls, bottlcgronnds, 

burinl c~ves, hcinus (temples), :ind othor Hv.v11iir:n structures, 

includinr- 11 Hulihee, 11 the suinPJcr pnlace of the lnter Knmehamchos 

nt Knilu~, nre here in nbundnnce. 
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The Konn Const wns also the scene of the first importnnt 

impnct betv.oen the cultures of the notive Hawaiinn ~nd the 

rhite mnn. This is represented nt Kenlakekua Bny, some four 

miles north of the Ploce of Refuge, rrhere Cnptnin Jnme s Cook, 

the discoverer of the Hawaiicn Isl~nds, met on untimely death 

at tho hnnds of the Howaiicns in 1779. There, olso, as repre ­

sented by tho first structures built by American missionarie s 

in the 18201 s, wos ;-rhere these cultures fused to become v1hP.t 

we knoi'! as the Hnvmii of todcy. 

Nation::il recofnition of the Plt1ce of Refuge would do more 

thnn preserve an j_ntrrestinp phciso of Hmmiinn histor:r. By 

using this site as a focal point, cm opr::orti..mi ty would be 

pn.suntcd here to iut e:rpret the life of old Hnwnii Emd the 

e.rrbr!'l of the v·hite mnn. Taken nor.", proper steps of pr s cr­

vation, intorpr(:1t ri tion, r:nd development vrould insure the 

opprocintion rmd cnj oyment of the area by- this ond future 

gener~t:l.ons. 

B. Description of the Site 

Locr tcd nt Honaunau on the: \7ost coest of the Island of 

Hnv.ro.ii, the Pl.qco of Refuge is s:ltuot.ed midwny between the 

tov!ns of lilluR on t.he north and Milolii on the south. A 

narrow paved road, cbout n mile in length, connects it with 

the Maranlahoa Highway, the oain "belt rood" which extends 

around the island. A. siI!lilnr road (·xter.ds northward 3 .8 miles 

to lfapoopoo on Kealakekua Bay. Hilo, the lnrrust city on the 

islcnd, is so~c 80 nilcs ~wny on tho eastern shore. 
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The Place of Refuge, which is south and west of the tovm 

of Honaunau, is a large semi-walled enclosure. In reality, 

it consists of two en~losures--the Place of Refuge proper, and 

a smaller enclosure to the east. The east and south walls of 

the Place of ~efuge, constructed of pohoehoe lava, are 15 feet 

thick and 12 feet high and measure respectively 700 and 404 

feet in length. The north side is open to the bay, and the 

west iw the sea except for traces of ancient walls, 1Ihich have 

been battered do~~ by .t1dal waves. 

Within the '?lalled Plr.ce of Refuge are the remains of 

several structures, of which the Hale o Kea'l'le, the Alealea 

Heiau, and the Akahipapa or Women's Heiau, all pertially 

restored, are the most imr.ortant. Traces of stone pAvement, 

two stone idols, a konnne stone (for the ancient game of 

checkers), a fishermanls stone, an astronomical stone, and two 

huge altnr stones, one s3id to hnve been used for hiding under 

by Queen Kaahumanu and the other for ceremonial purposes by 

the chief, Keoua, can still be found near the Alealea Heiau. 

Unlike tho small hidden entrance in tho well west of the 

Akohipapa Heiau, the present open entrcnce to the Plnce of 

Refuge is nt the northeast corner of the main enclosure, near 

the site of Hale o Keawe. This lattor structure, no longer 

st~nding excGpt for tho stone platform on ~hich it was built, 

vms constructed of kauilo wood. Its hnrdwood timbers T·•ere 

removed ea stvrard in 1829 into r.rhat is nov; the smnllc·r enclosure, 
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where it stood for M3ny ye~rs in its reconstructed form ns the 

Hale Kauiln. Nothing r emains of the Hale Knuila today, however. 

T\'!O of King- Ko.mohnmeha's fishponds only occupy tho place of honor 

in th~ smriller enclosure. A pleasant bnthing nnd bonting bench, 

f lf'nkcd by greceful p~1 lm trees, also lie within t' tis cron, o.11 

of 11hich hnve made this o fnvorite gnthering pl[' CO for the 

locnl inhnbitants, es well as for visitors. Brackish springs, 

which formed the brsis of n water supply, are to bo found in 

tho cove nearby. 

As mentioned n bove , there are many interesting and his­

torically importnnt s i t es ncnr the City of Refuge. Honr.:unr.u, 

once tho frequent r ( s i dence of Hevraiian Kings, is composed 

primnril;}r now of smnll houses and stores, the number of 1•1bich 

hns declined consider ably duri np the lnst century. A mi l o to 

the south of Honnunnu nrc burtc.1 crwes v•hich line tho cliffs 

of the see, as they do at Konlnkokua Bf'y to the north. l\.t the 

north side of Kenlakekuo Boy tho situ of the death of Capkin 

Cook is marked by 3 large shaft of stone. The frmous Hikinu 

Heir.u (r~stored in 1917), ~here Cook participrted inn nrtive 

ceremony and hnd his observntor~r, is on the eest side of tho 

bay. Betveon Keal~kekun Bny ~nd Honcunnu Bay is the battle­

ground of Mokuohai, where, near Koei, mounds of l['VO mark the 

grnves of K~mehnmeha I's vnrriors nnc oneriics rrho fell in the 

bEJ ttle of 1782. This battle resulted in tho consolidntion of 

Kamehameha' s povmr over tho Ishmd of Hmraii • 
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The entire Konl' Const is nnrked by lnvn flor•s, lnrgc-ly 

fro::i Mnuna Lon. One of these forms the smnll pcninsulr· upon 

ilhich the Place of Refuge is built. Its pnhoohoe lnvo vms 

used for the rocks of the sanctuary, the quarrying of which 

is still evident. The dry-laying of these walls 1•ras of 

superior 1'-Torkmanship. Some of the stones, weighing more than 

two tons, were lifted to a height of over six feet, thus 

attesting to the labor needed to build the massive structures. 

Whereas lava is the predominant characteristic at sea 

level, and the shore is not conducive to agriculture, this 

condition does not apply a mile inland. There the foliage is 

heavy, because of a more abundant rainfall and f ertile, de­

composed lava. Here ras one of the best rogioPs of Hawaiian 

agriculture. Ancient holdings are still marked by the walls 

of lava rock "hich lined tteir bo~ndaries. How fertile this 

aroa can be is to be s eon in the heavy crops of coffee, cotton, 

.::ivocados, papayo s, and other tropicnl crops rrhich a re grovrn 

hr-re. 

C. Identificat i on of the Site and Rolated Areas 

The Place of Rd UfC is cdequntely idt..ntified b~y Howaiion 

tradition and historicnl evidence . Tho first white mon to 

identify it fully r es V! illinm Ellis, "."ho in 1823 accompanied 

several r epresentatives of the Bonrd of Colllrlissioners for 

Foreign .M issions to the site . His EJ.ccount, mode shortly :::.fter 

the snnctusry1 s decline, is most cornpnhonsive :.md detailed. 

6 



Included 't'!ith his description is o dra1dng of Halo o Keawe, 

the royal tomb. Members of Lord Byron's expedition of 1824-

1825 also visited Honaunnu and l eft a pictorial representation 

of Hale o Keawe. Later visitors hcve given vflrious descriptions 

of the site, of ~hich those of Thomas G. Thrum in 1907 9.nd Rev. 

Albert S. Boker in 1921 ere the most detniled. 

Nearby historic sites are nlso well-authenticnted. The 

villnge of Honaunau, mnrked Tiell on old maps of Hnwoii, is an 

ancient site ~hich is still occupied. Ellis end others describe 

this, ns V'ell as the Battlefield of ffokuoh~d near Koei, and 

the sites of Konlak~kua Bay. C~pt~in Cook's deathplace and 

the Hikfau Heiau there were identified by Captain George Vnn­

couver in 1792, and later by Ellis end Lord Byron. Lt. Charles 

Wilkes of the United Stet.es Exploring Expedition in 1840 nlso 

visited the sitG, cs did Mrrk Twain in 1866. A monument 

m['intAined by the Cook Monument Trust marks the site of Cook's 

death, cs do rnerkors nt Hikiau Hdau. At this latter plnce 

is one erected to the mer.10ry of Henry Opuknhaia, one of tho 

first Hnwaiio.ns to visit -t:.he east cor\st of the United Stntes. 

As a result of ~is visit to Connecticut, the first Ar.10ricon 

Plission, ries v1cre sent to Hawaii in 1820. Another l!ll'lrker nt 

this si to is erected to John Young and Isnoc Dnvis, v1ho v:erc 

nmong tho first v;hite mon to settle in the Havmiir.n Islands. 

They, who had come to Ke~lakekua Bay in 1790, became cloRe 
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advisers of Kamehameha I, nnd '!Jere grently responsible for the 

success of his conauest of the Hawaiian Isl~nds. 

D. Historicol Narrntivc rmd BibJ.iogrephy 

A Place of S~nctity 

Tho dnte of the establishment of tho Place of Refuge at 

• 
Honnunou is uncertoin. Its importance, honever, dFJtos from 

the construction there of the Hele o Keawe nbout 1690 by 

Knnuhn, a son of Keawe II, for the safe-keeping of the deified 

bones of his fcthor nnd those of his descendcnts. So .grort 

Tias the sanctity of H~le o Keawe that it reMained undisturbed 

for nE.:nrly ten years ofter the abolition of idolntry and the 

general destruction of idol temples in 1819. 

Hole o Keawe's SP.nctity to th0 Ho~aiians is further 

illustrAted by VJ. D. Alexander, vrho, V\Ti ting in tho J ou.rnlll 

At the aetting of ovcry post ond tho plncing 
of Gvory rnfter, nnd nt the thntching of every 111 
(or intervening space), n humnn sacrifice hnd been 
offer ed. Human sacrifices had r. lso been offered 
for cnch chief t"'hosc rennins v1Cre deposited there, 
nt or.ch stnge of the process of consecration, viz., 
~t the, r enoval of the flesh, nt the putting up of 
the bones, nt the putting on of/the tapn, Pt the 
windine on of the sennit, etc.1 

By 1800, sone 23 chiefs of roycl rank had been interred 

nt Hale o Keene. Their bones, rel!loved in 1829 in two coffins 

lf W. D. Alcxnnder, 11Tho H~le o K c $'JWO nt Honaunau, H::iwaii, 11 

in Journal .9f the f,Qlyncsin,n Socie~, III, 160. 
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by order of Queens Kapiolani and Kaahumanu, the wives of 

Kamehameha I, were interred for a time in a secret cave at 

Kaawaloa, near Kealakekua Bay, from which they were taken 

by Kamehameha V to Honolu~u in 1858 aboard the British 

sloop-of-war, ~. Consigned to the governor, Kekuanaoa, 

they were later interred in the Royal Mausoleum in Nuuanu 

on the night of October 5, 1865. The names of the chiefs 

whose bones uere removed included: coffin No. 1 - Keohokuma, 

Okua, Umi-oopa, Keawe-Lulaole, Kaleioku, Kalaimamahu, 

Kaolcioku, Keawe-aka peleaumoku, Kuaialii, Kaaloa, and 

Lonoiko-lii; and coffin No. 2 - Keawe, Kumokoa, Lonoikahaupu, 

Hnkike , Kekoamano, Keawe-akanuha, Niula, Ko~ainiulani, 

Lonoamoana, Lonohonuakini, Ahaula, and Okanaloaikniwilevm .2/ 

The history of the Place of Refuge at Honaunau Y1os 

indelibly tied up with thct of Hole o Keawe. Whore the royal 

tomb was loceted, it is not surprising t.hot a plnce of 

sanctuary should be recofnized, v:hcre all subjects of the 

king could find n haven ~nd clemency. That this place of 

refuge v.ns irn~ortnnt is to be seen in its sizc--nt times it 

held hundreds of people within its walls. Only one other 

11 puuhonun" or place of refuge is knovm to hr've existed on 

the Island of Hem:i.ii. This, .']t Woipio, aprenrs to h~ve 

been not as important as thct at Honaunau, probably becnuse 

of the lrtter 1 s location on tho popu.lous Koru:i Const, ':rhich 

was the native home of tho Knmehamehes. 

"S:/ Aloxnnder, "The Hl.! lc o Kem"c nt Honnunnu, Hawaii," 161. 
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The Rise of Kamehaneha I 

The Place of Refuge at Honaunau assumed considerable 

importance during the rise to power of Kamehameha I, who was 

also known as Kamehameha the Great. The first evidence of 

this is t o be seen ~1 the events connected with the death 

in 1782 of Kalaniopuu, who had been king of Hawaii at the 

time of Captain Cook's visit and death at Kealakekua Bay in 

1779. After the bonss of Kalaniopuu had been prepared for 

deposition at Hale o Keawe, his son, the young king, 

Kiwalao, called on Kamehameha, ~ho hnd been designated 

to the second place of the kingdom. The non day; after 

the funeral ceremonies r:ere finished, Kivrnlao apneared on 

a platform adjoining the H1:1lc o Keawe, where he declared 

the last \"'ill e.nd tcstar.iont of his father. This confirmed 

tho decisions of n council held earlier at Waipio. However, 

it did not suit the chiefs of Kana, primarily because the 

lion's shore of lands was given to Kcawe-mauhili ond his 

fnvoritcs of Hilo.2/ 

Among other dissidents vras Kcoua, the ht=1lf-broth0r of 

Kirclao, vrho hed boen largely n~glected in tho nbove proceed-

ings. After flying into a rcgc, he armed his retainers nnd 

went to Koomo, nherc he cut dovm tho coconnut trees. This 

'j/ W. B. Alexander, A Brief filstory of 1h£ Hm:niion Pcoole, 
109-120, summnrizes these events vnd those thnt follow. 
It is not kno'\"m. whether tho bones of Hafoniopuu were 
moved to Honolulu in 1858. 
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constituted a declaration of ~ar. He then went to the village 

of Koei, about n mile north of Honauneu, where he and his 

followers killed several of Kamehameha's people. Their bodies 

were then token to Honaunau, where they were offered in sacri­

fice to Kiwalao, the new king. By this act Kiwalao was burdened 

>.ith the responsibility of the ~ar. After skirmishing f or 

sevC>ro l dnys, the Battle of Mokuohni wns fought. During the 

battle the Place of Refuge at Honaunau was crowded with men, 

women, nnd children of both groups. Thus wns demonstrnt ed ~mew 

the nncient purpose of the sanctuary, wher e a haven was 

provided for the weak Bnd aged during n time of war. 

Tho Bi11ttlc of Mokuohoi, fought nco!' Keei, r esultca in a 

complete victory for Kamehameha and his forces, Kiwal ao was 

killed and his warriors rcuted. Kooun escaped in hi s c~noo 

to .Kciu, vrhere the people for n time r.cknowl edged him as 

the successor to his brother. Tho effect of the bottle 

rosul t cd i n the incrollsed pov10r of Kamehnmeh::i , hm:revcr. By 

his marriage in 1785 to Kanhumcnu, the doubhter of the Konn 

crief, Keeuumoku, he fur her consolidated his control over 

the Island of Hawaii. 

The coming of tho White Man 

After Cook' s death at Kc::afokelru.n Boy in 1779, E: D in­

crensing numb~r of white men visited tho Hawniicn Islands 

es i;;hnlc~rs, traders, explorers, and l il t r as Missionaries 
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and permanent settlers. The Kana Coast became a center of 

their activities, largely because of the activities there of 

Kamehameha I. Portlock, Dixon, and La Perouse in 1786, 

Douglass in 1788, and Metcalf in 1789 appeared at Kealakekua 

Bay during the decade after Cook's death. Isaac Davis and 

John Young were among the first white settlc-·rs in the aren , 

1•rhen they were detained by kamehameha in 1790 from Douglasst 

ship, the Eleanor. Both of these men, raised to the rank of 

chief and given lands, became valuoble counsellors to the 

king. Larrely throuf.!h their advice, and v1i th tho help of 

muskets, cannon, and ammunition supplied b<J visiting soa 

captains, the power of Kamehameha v•as extended over all of 

the Hawaiian Islands. 

Kamehameha 1 s full pov.'cr over the Island of Hewn ii was 

brought about in 1791 with the assassination of Keoua by 

Keenumoku. Shortly, thor eaftor, Captain George Vencouvcr 

visited the islands in 1792, 1793, and 1794. On the arrival 

of Vnncouver 1 s vessels, the Discovery ond the Chatham, on 

Fobrunry 21, 1793, at Kealnkeku~ Bny, he was visited by 

Kamehameha and Kaahtunonu, his favorite nife. Dressed in his 

feather cloak and helmet, and accomp~nied by 11 double canoes, 

Kamehameha mas tho personification of Hawaiian roynlty ns we 

know it. 

During Vancouver's visit to Kealnkokua Bay in 1793, the 

first ccttlc were introduced to tho Hnwniicn Islnnds from 
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California. A third visit of Vancouver in January 1794 

resulted in the introductiflll of more cattle, sheep, and 

goats. While sta:ring at I~ealakelrua Bay for six weeks, Van-

couver placed Hawaii U'l'lder the protection of Great Britain 

on February 25, 1794. In addition to bis other blessings, 

the English explorer was able to bring about the reconcili-

ation of Kamehameha and Kaahumanu, who had quarreled. The 

Place of Refuge at Honaunau had been used 'b; her as a 

sanctuary from her husband. ?t is said that, having r eached 

the sanctuary, she successfully hid from her wrathful husband 

under the preat stone, no'tl',' cnlled Kaaht1manu 1 s stone. 

Kamehameha I remained on the island of Hawaii until 

1802, living variousl:r at I\ailua and Hilo, •!Jhere his successor 

and heir, Liholiho , later Kamehameha II, was born in 1797. 

After moving to Lchaino on the Island of ii~ aui and then to 

Oahu in 1803, he srcnt the last years of his life on tho Kono 

Coast. He died at Kailua on hay 8, 1819, at the age of 66 

years; and his bones were concealed in c. secret cave in north 

Kana, the location of nhich has never been rev~aloa.Lt/ 

The Abolishment of Idolatry 

The death of KCJmchomoha I in 1819 r esulted in the abolish-

ment of idolatry by Kr.meh2r.i E:ha II, le>rfclY at the instig-c- tion 

of his mother, Kapiol ani, and Kaohumnnu, who hf' d been tho 

Y Alexender, A Brief History of the Enwniinn People, 
121-165. 
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favorite wives of Kamehameha I. Ten dnys after the death of 

Kamehameha I, Liholiho was formally vested v1i th sovere ign power 

at Kailua. Finally, at the main insistence of Kaahumanu, he 

broke the ancient tabu by allowing women to eat \"Jith him. 

This l ed to the Battle of Kaumoo, four miles north of KaGr.nloa, 

which v:rcs fourht on December 20, 1819. There, tho f orces of 

Kaahumnnu nnd her general, Kalanimoku, defeated those of the 

opposing chief, Kekuankolani, who desired the continunnce of 

idol worship. The def cated forces once ogAin used the Place 

of Refuge ~t Honaunau as a haven from their pursuerers. This 

and the Hole o Konwe escaped the swift destruction of ido]s 

and hoinus which follormd the Battle of Kuamoo. 

The arrival of the first American missionaries at Koilua 

on April 4, 1820, found idolatry in Hawaii definitely on the 

wnne. Fortunat ely for mission endeavors, Knahumanu ~ecnmo the 

refent of tho ld ngdom in 1825 for. tho nenr kjng, Kauikeauli 

(Kamehnmehr! III), T·:ho hf:d succeeded Kamehameha II on tho death 

of the l atter and his vrifc, Knmar.wlu, in London in 1823 of 

measles. 

A r emarkable description of Hnle o Kea 'l'."'e and the Place 

of Refuge nt Honnunnu is provided for us, as n result of the 

visit ther e of Rev. Willi~n Ellis, one of the missionDries 

who arrived on the Konl! Const in 1823. Accol!lDflnied by Revs. 

Thurston, Bishop, find Goodrich, his j ou:i:-ney led hir.1 to the 
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village of Honounnu '.-:hich at thnt til"le hrd 14 7 houses. Only 

four yenrs h;;d passed since the nbolition of idolatry, nnd 

the roy~l bones hnd not yet been removed from the Hnl~ o Keawe. 

So reveoling is Ellis' accovnt of H~le o Keawe nt that tir.ie 

thnt it is recorded here in full: 

The monuments and relics of the cncient 
ido l ntry Y:i th which this place a bounds, were, fror:i 
sane cause unknoV7!1 to us, spered amidst the general 
destruction of the idols, etc., that followed the 
abolition of the oitubu, in the suo~er of 1819. 

The principal object that attracted our 
attention, rms the 'Hare o Keave' Lsic;J (the House 
of Keave), n sacred depository of the bones of de­
p~rted kings nnd princes, probr-bly erected for 
the r eception of th0 bones of the king Tihose none 
it bears, and \'Tho re i.gned in Hav1nii o bout eight 
fCncnt i ons brrck. It is a conp!wt building, twenty­
four f eet by sixteen, constructed with the most 
dur;hle tinber, and thatched with 1 ti 1 leaves, 
strnding on a bed of lmrn that runs out a con-
side· ·~blo distt"!nce into the sea . It is surrounded 
by [I 8trong f ence or pnling, l eavinf an nren in 
the f ront: ~nd nt each end nbout twenty-four feet 
v·i de . The p:ivu1ent is of sr.iooth fr11 e-;ients of lovo, 
l nirl c1.o·. 01 ;;·j:'.:. h cons i dora blo skill. Several 
rudely c.::rved mt:>.le and f emale imo.gos of wood \'Tore 
plr'.ced on tho outside of the enclosure; sane on 
low pedestals under the shnde of on ndjnccnt tree, 
others on high posts on the jutting rocks that 
hung over the edge of the v·ater. A nunbc;r stood 
on tho f once at unequal d.:i.stnncos nll £1round; but 
the pr1ncipnl assemblage of these- frightful rep:r:e­
sontntives of these forner de ities was at the south­
east end of the enclosed space, 1-:here, forming c. 
sonicircle, twelve of then stood in grim orrny, 
as if perpetual gu~rdinns of 'tho ~ighty deod 1 

re pr sing in the house adjoining. f1 pile of stones 
l''t:!S ;i,eatly lnid up i n the forn of a crescent, obout 
three f eet 1'7ide , ['Hd two fe ;.Jt higher than the. 
pcverwnt, and in this pile the ir.mges were fixed. 
They stood on sMnll ~cdostnls, three or four f eet 
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high, thoue;h some 1-..oro plncod 011 pillurs, ei~ht or 
ten feet in height, end curiously c;).rved. The 
pril1cip::i.l idol stood in the center, the others on 
either hm;d; the most powerful boinz; plnced neo.r­
est to h:i_rn: he wc.s not so lurgo n.s some of the 
ot:1ors, but distinguishablG by tho variety and 
superior cnrvings of his body, c.nd ospocially of 
his h•Jnd. Once they had evide!1.tly boon clothed, 
but now they appeared in the most indigent naked­
ness. A few tottered shrods n.round tho neck of 
the one 1thn.t stood on the loft hci..nd side of tho 
do or, rottod by tho rcdn nnd blca.chcd by tho sun, 
wore c..11 th£»t romc..inod of numerous ·md e;F udy 
Gt:.rmcnts, with which their votc.rios hc.d formurly 
c.rrc..yod them. A largo pile of broken cnlubnshos 
rmd cocou-nut shells l ::.y in tho centre, and n 
considerable hoC'..p of dri ed, ::md pc.rtly rotten, 
vrror:.ths of flo....-mrs, brr.ncho s of s hrubs r,nd bushes, 
~ :1cl frugmc~its of t ::-.pn (tho r.ccumulr,tod offerings 
of f ormer dr.ys) forme d r.n unsightly mound immo­
di.::toly boforc or:ch cf tho imq;cs. Tho horrid 
stnro of these idols, o.n d tC'..ttorod gc.rmonts upon 
sor:ie of them, r.nd tho heaps of r otten offerings 
boforo them, seeme d to us no improper emblems of 
tho system they Yroro de signed t o sup_Jcrt; dis-
ti:1g ui shod nliko by its er uo 1 ty, folly, mid 
-r:rotcho dr-_oss. 

We O:l.do: .vorod t o gr.in r.dmission to tho in­
side of thu house, but wore told it Yrus •tr.bu ron' 
( -stri ctl~,r prohibi tod) ['.nd thnt nnthing but o. di r ::J ct 
r.,rdcr from tho king or Eo.rt:.imoku, could open tho 
do'Jr. Hmrovor, by pushing one of t ho bor:.rds r:.cros s 
tl1u docr-v:o.y n little to one sido, ue lookod in, 
a.nd scxr mnny lo.rgo imngos, somo of .-rood very much 
c!:'.rvcd, othors of rod for.th ::J rs ni th distond0d 
m0~uths, l r.rgo rans of shr.rks 1 tooth, f'.:41d po'Lrl­
sh0ll <ros. Wo c.lso S!:'Xf sove rc,l bundlos, c.ppnr­
ontly of humo.n bones, clonnod, cnrofully tiod up 
T~ith cinct mo.de of c0coc.-nut fibres, nnd placed 
in different pr-.rts of tho house, t oc;othor v:i th 
soma ric!1 sho.wls o.nd other vr:.lur.blo r-.rticlos, 
probr.bly Yrorn by those to whom tho bones bolon~od, 
c.s tbc 1·10 r.ring ['.ppr.rol r.nd other porscn~l property 
cf tho chiefs is gonordly buried ui th them. 
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When we had gratified our curiosity, 
taken a drawing of the building, and some 
a;::ipendages, we proceegeji to examine other 
objects of the place.~. 

and I had 
of its 
remarkable 

Ellis' description of the Place of Refue;e, which adjoined 

the Hale o Keawe, is no less revealing. Of it he says: 

Adjoining the Hare o ICeave to the southward, we 
found a 'Pahu ta.bu' (sacred enclosure) of consider­
able extent, and were informed b~r our e;uide that it 
vms one of the 'puhonuns' of Havre.ii, of which vre had 
so often heard the chiefs and others speak. There 
are only tv10 on the island, the one which we were 
then examining, and another at - .-aipio, on the north­
east part of the island, in the district of Kohala. 

These 'Puhonuas' ·were the Ira1;1aiian 'cities of 
refuge, 1 and afforded an invici>lable sanctuary to 
the ['.;Lli 1 ty fugitive, nh o, uhen flyine; fr om the 
av.JI1ging speo.r, i:ms so favoured a.s to enter their 
pre cine ts. This hv.d several nide on trances, some 
on tho side next the sea, o.nd otr.ers f::i.cing the 
mountains. I-Ii ther the m£.nslayer, the man who ho.d 
broken a to.bu, or failod in the obsorv2.nce of its 
rigid requirements, the thief, o.nd ovon the murde rer, 
flod from his incensed pursuers, and was secure. 
To 1;homaoover ho belonged, rnd f rom vrhatevor pnrt 
ho came, ho vms equr.lly certo.in of c.dmi ttancu, 
thoug:1 liable to be pursued even to the gn.tes of 
th..; onclosuro. Happily for hiM, those g::..te s ;re re 
perpetuc,lly open; nnd us soon o.s the fugitive ho.d 
0nterod, he repa.ired to tho prosenco of the idol, 
nnd mo.de n short ejQculutory ~ddross, expressive 
of his obliga.tions to him in roc.chini; tho plo.ce 
vTith security. 1'.Thonovor war vms proclo.imod, r..nd 
during ·\;h~ p0riod of o.ctua.l hostili tics, c. white 
i'la.g 1 ro.s unfurled £•_t tho top of a. ta.11 spoi:-.r, o.t 
unch ond of' the onclosuro, o.nd until tho conclu-
sion of pea.co, unvod tho s~nnbol of hope to those 
uho, va.nquishod in fight, might floe thither for 
protection. It wa.s fixed n short disto.nco from 
tho 1ra.lls on tho outside, c..nd to tho spot on 
n!:lich tho bcnnor i:ms unfurled, tho vi ctorious 
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v1c.rrior might chnso his routed foos; but hara, he 
L'.ust himso lf fnll bn.ck; beyond it ho must not nd­
v ro .. 100 ono stop, 011 pnin of forfoi ting his life. 
Tho priosts, nnd their c.dhorcnts, ~muld inuoodi a toly 
?Ut to doc.th ruiyono who should hc.vo tho fomori ty 
to follow or mole st those YTho uoro once 1~·i thin tho 
pc.le c.,f tho 1 P£1.hu tubu'; r.nd ns they o:x:prosscd it, 
under tho shPdo or protection of tho spirit of 
Kenve, tho tutolnr doity of tho plr.co. 

In ono prtrt of tho onclosuro, houses v1oro fer­
n.orly oroctcd for tho priests, c..nd othors for tho 
rofu;;oos, who nf'tor C'. ccrtnin poriod, or c.t tho 
c ::ssntion of vmr, v1oro dismissed by tho priests, 
nn d returned unmolostod to their dr10llinr;s nnd 
fC'Jnilios; no one venturing to injur e those, who, 
whon they fled to tho gods, hc.d boon by thom pro ­
t e cted. ~·;o could not lo c: rn tho length of timo it 
tft .s neccssnr:>' for thorn to romnin in t ho Puhont.m.; 
but it did not C:ppor.r to bo more t hnn two or throe 
dnys. After thr..t, thoy ei thor nttc.ched themselve s 
t o tho services of tho pri0sts, or returned to 
their homos. 

Tho puhonur. n t Honnunnu is cnpncious, cnpr.blo 
of c ontaining n vnst multitudo of poopl o . In time 
cf wnr, tho fomr.los, children, o.nd old pooplo of 
th0 ne ighboring districts, wuro e;onorr.lly loft 
Yri thin it, v!hilo tho men 1wnt to bnttlo . Hor e 
thoy cn-rr.i tod in sctfoty tho is s ue of tho conflict, 
rn1d wore socuro o.gc.inst surpriso a.rtd d e struction, 
in tho ovc:.1t of rt do font. 

The form of it was an irregular pare.lle lo­
Gram, walled up on one side an d at both ends, 
t~1e other being formed by the sea-beach, except 
on the north-west end, v1:1ere t :rnre i!O.s a low 
fence. On measuring it, we fotmd it to be 715 
feet in length, and 404 feet wide. The walls 
were tvrelvo feet high and i'ifteen thick. Holes 
·were still visible in the top of the wall, whera 
larc;e images had formerly stood, about for fsiy 
rods npart throughout its \7holo e:;.,.."tont. iJi thin 
the enclosure 1;oro throe largo heio.us, ti.·•o of 
·which nore considerably doJT1ol i shod while the 
other was nearly entire. It uas o. compact pile 
of stenos, laid up in a solid massJ 126 feet by 
65, mid ten foot hig:h. Many fro.gmunts of rock, 
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or piocos of lava, of tvro or more tons each, v:or '3 
se•Jn in sovoral pe.rts of tho y:all, r::i.isod at lo o.st 
six foot from tho ground. Tho erection of such n 
place o.s the puhonuo. nt Honaunnu, under tho circum­
stances o.nd with tho means by 1'lhich e.lonc it 1-:as 
roi:trod, (as thoy ho.d no machinery) must have been 
an horculo.noo.n task, nnd could not ho.vo boon com­
~lotod but by the lo.hour of mruJ.y hc.nds. We could 
not lor.rn hov; long it ha.d been sto.nding, but VlOro 
informed it i:ro.s built for K:eo.vo, nho reignod in 
I-Io.we.ii about 250 yours ago. Tho ;.ml ls und he in.us, 
indeed, looked o.s if it mieht claim such antiquity; 
but tho house of Koave r.nd th~ }mo.gos must have 
boon rononod sincu tho.t time .2/ 

Ellis also described tho si ta of lCoo.lnkokuo. Bay which hnd 

boon connected vd th tho visit and do .'.'.. th of Co.ptrdn Cook in 

1779. Tho Hikinu Hoi::i..u, thoro, 1·;horo Cook hnd his obsorvntory 

cmd nhoro ho po.rticipo.tod in n nc.tivc ceremony, wo.s doscribod 

nlso, ::i.s y:o.s tho si to of tho Bo.ttlo of Hokuohni whoro 

Krunohwnoho. I dofoo.tod his onomios in 1782.1/ 

Other Visitors to llontuno.u 

Otl1ors visited IIonuunnu shortly o.ftor Ellis. Among tho so 

wore crmr members of tho Blonde:, tho ship of Lord Byron, which 

visi tad Koa.lo.1:okun Bo.y in 1825, o.ft•Jr l 1 aturning the bodi e s of 

I~c.mohl'.lllcho. II l~nd Kamc:mulu from London. Their description, 

osscntially tho scJ110 ns Ellis', nlso ?rovidod a pictorial 

ropr0s0nto.tion of Ho.lo o Kcnwo .Y 

b"/ Ellis·~--155-157. 
7/ Ibid., 51-52, 130-132. 
TI/ Vo~rC.-:;o of tho Blonde to tho So.nduich Is 11mds in the 
- r0~:s-~1~24-_~:g~. i95-201-. - -- -- · · -- -- - ---
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A lat.er visitor was llrs. E. P. Judd, tho wifo of tho mis-

sionary, i;1ho, in company with Kapiolani and Naihe, her husband, 

in 1829 was the f'irst white woman to visit tho Hale o Keawe. 

At that time it was still surrounded by the enclosure of wooden 

idols. Although the wrapped bones of' departed chiefs were still 

a.rrant;ed a.round the main room, the idols vrhich had f'ormerly been 

inside were gone. These had been taken by the crew members of 

the B~_o_?_d~. in 1825. Prequent old offerings were strewn a.bout 

the room. So affected was Kapiolani by the neglect and sadness 

of the tomb, that she with Kaahtnnanu resolved to put an end to 

the suporstitions connected with the place. As a result of 

their offorts, therefore, the bones were romovod to the secret 

cave neo.r Kaaualoa during this srune ·-:,roar.9/ 

Visitors of the middle part of tho nineteenth century 

also loft doscriptions of tho Place of Refuge and the site 

of Hale o ICcnwe, which no longer 1ias stun ding. Rev. Henry 

T. ChGovor in 1849 visit0d tho arcfl.. Of it he says: 

11Tho grim idols that received tho mnn slayer 
vti thin their strnngo ly-friondly pln.co, like n 
uolf turning his don into n shoc9fold, n.ro gone. 
Tho high priosts of idolatry o.ro ull dond, o.nd 
thoro ure few· r•.minining who co.n toll you anything, 
of tho trOllfll.ctions the..t lm'Vo to.ken place hero. 11:=! 

91- Aloxcndcr, 11 Tho Ho.le o Komm ut IIono.uno.u, 11 160. 
10/ H. T. Choovor, Lifo _ _!~ ,!,!1,?_ S~~~~J..?}1 . .!_s_1:.E~ds, 23. 
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c:10over shed soma light on t he last humC".!l sacrifices held 

t~"Joro in 1213, Aceording to him, 0 110 i:o.:.1 was sacrificed fc,r 

}UttL1::; on the no.lo, or ::;irdl0 oi' u chiei'; ~>J.othor f or anting 

~- forl1iurlo11 nrticl0 of food; and ::'. third for loriving u house 

trd~t i.-nts tc.bu f'.lld ·mtorinr: one t~1:1t Tm.s not. At the smne time 

>or '.1usbr~1d H:1an intoxicatod. On t ho o.ut h-:1rity of nQtivos, 

til·s :ioro a t on,:i tiriv.;, r.s in t~10 days 01' lli.i, "~vhosc blood-

thirst~: :~ otl, :!ftor 0110 of his Victories, ~. 'J]lt c a lling frOP1 

tho cl cuds, 'Give, ::'.;iv., , 1 until t :1.:i ~n·iost ~.;1d hi.:ns .: lf ~:r.:i ro 

11 ~ ' t . ~ fh" t. nll/ ~ G •le. rum::\inou o is rni.11. -

S. s. Eill, r, trc.volor of tho 1C50's, c;ivos im a dditi cnnl 

~ictnr0 of tho site nftur i. ts :'.bnnclonr:cm t. Tho villago of 

:,ori a.ix1~u hnd doclin·J d considorr.bly 3incu Ellis 1 visit, ns it 

contr.i11.:.d o::ily 40 huts t·.nd !lot r.ioro t ho.n 100 r ·~ sidonts. Ifo 

dJscribos tl1e ai to of :·c.lc o L •nwo ns i'ollc1;;s: 

Ai'tor pn.ssinc; around th0 slloro bono!:'.th tho vil­
lo.go, wo ccuno to tho point forming tho oxtromi ty of 
tho south sido of tho bny, nhich nus tho site of tho 
c.ncicnt tombs. Tho ground horo -:w .. s nlmost ontiroly 
formed by bods o.nd blocks of lr:-.vc.; c.nd nll tho.t ro-
mr .. incd to shn1T to i:rhnt purposo it m1.s formerly uppro­
prir~tod .-mro some rough wnlls 1 constructed of lnvu, 
broken into irrcgulnr mo.ssos, o. f'ow docr:.ying stEkos, 
nnd r.. co.vorn imporf'octly covered by o.n enormous block 
of lnvn, but in which, we woro informod, still remninod 
tho bones of scvornl of tho nnciont kings of tho islc .. nd. 
ls/ 
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T~1a.t there is some doubt us to the c-.ccurucy of Hill's 

informo.tion concerning the bones of several of the ancient 

kings is' obvious, in view of their romova.l in 1829. 13/ The 

sigiificance of the cavern mentioned is uncertain. Perhaps 

such a cave exists, the entrance of which is covered by one 

of the lare;e stones in the area. The determination of this, 

however, must o.vm.it further confirmation. 

Hill's description of the Place of Refuge reveals the 

deterioration of this site: 

Hour this spot ther'3 is a ramm•lmble enclosure, 
of about two acres in extent, of which the rude 
no.lls, of three or four feet only in height, are 
formed of the srun.o materio.l as those of the tombs •• . 
The plo.ce wo.s now· full of cocoa··nut trees, thickly 
sovm, £'.nd no longer rotained c>.n;y- of its former vir­
tue. JJer.~r to, or forminr:; a. pr.rt of its vmlls, our 
guide pointod out to us a block of hewn luva, t hc,t 
we j udgcd to be c..bout thirtoon foot in J.ongth, which 
1;r_g,s proserved in remembrance of a.n fl.nciont chiof 
/Keouo.7 uho is so.id to lmve boon t ho lcnt;th of tho 
blocl~~;:.rl1en lyine; ·with outstretched o.rnis upon its 
surf<!ce. If this be no exac;gor::ttion, th~, qhiof must 
ha.ve boon of enormous dimi.:msions i ndood.lblf 

IIill 1 s doscription is important, o.s it indico.to s the 

hoi~ht of tho walls of t he enclosure in tho 1850's, boforo 

rostorc..tion c.nd ropo.ir. Appc,rontly e.t this tir.lo tho hale 

ko.uilu, ~ .-hich had boon constructed in 1829 from tho timbers 

of tho Un.lo o Konno, co.stvmrd of tho.. t si to, wus occupied by 

Ho.ckfiolcl C.: Co. Its first uso hr,d boon r.s o. government houso .::2/ 

13""/ lio..rk-'Tl-m.in, : rho visited tho site in 1366, also "\rc..s told thn.t 
- somo of tho bones of chiefs wore b uried thorG. This logond 

oxi sts to thG pro sont tL':lo. 
J.4/ Hill, 183-185. 
15/ Alo:~n.,.-:i.dor, aTho Iir.lo o Kori.we ct ~fonuuno.u, 11 160. 
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MC'..rk Twa.in 1 s visit in 1866 to tho si to, a.lthough ontor-

tnining, .'.'.dds li ttlo to our informt.tion on tho He.l o o Koo.v10 

n.ntl tho Pln.co of Hcfuge. Liko Hil 1, ho found it h a.rd to 

believe tlmt Koouu' s stone donotod tho sizo of tho mnn. 16/ 

Steps to Prosorvo tho Sito 

Th·J dotorioration of tho si tos of Halo o Konvro t'-"1.d tho 

Plc.co of Rcfue;o continued. Howovor, C'.11 importc..nt stop nets 

tr;ken to prusorvo tho a r o r\ in tho l nto 1800 1 s, when the Bishop 

Estc.to c.cquirod it. Fino.Hy, J.!r. S. K. Drunon, nftor lousing 

it from tho Bishop Esto.t o , nttomptod 'Go restore tho mo.in struc-

turos in 1902. With tho help of W. A. ~-1£'.ll, surveyor, his 

mo.in Yrork ...-rc..s the r c pc..ir l'nd r c storc.tion of tho Alco.loo. Ho ic..u 

c..nd tho 1'J.::c.hipc.pa. Hcic.u, c.s woll ns s omo of tho wc.lls of tho 

main enclosure. A plcm of tho Pb.co of l?.ofugo nnd rol e.t a d 

si tos, drL'.wn by rln.11, \'ll'.. S roproducod Yri th photogrr.phs nnd dos­

cribod in Tl10_ ?~c.~~-i!-~ Anf1u£',l, 19_98.
17/ 

J?urthor ropr.ir nnd r u storntion of tho Plnco of Rofugo and 

II£'.lo o 1\oc..wc ·1ra.s dono undur the diroction of Dr. C. F. G. Stokes 

0f tho Bishop Iluscum in 1919. For the most pnrt this consistod 

in thu ro store.ti on of tho stone pl:xbform oi' Hr.lo o Kern.we c.nd 

tho rcpc.ir of i:tc..11 s. A dic.g;rfl.m produc::id by r.ov. A. S. Bo.kc r in 

1921 shows tho dotc..ils of tho structures '-'..t tlrn.t time • .!§/ 

For tho most pf'..rt, tho die'..(';r['.ms of Tfall r..r.d Br'..kor, D.nd tho 

d ..-: scriptions of Thrum, ngrc0 ossontinll:r vrith tho description of 

liST-~-r .-F,-. · Fronr, 
17/ T. G. Thrum, 
W/ A. S. Bf'kur, 

Mr.rk T\n.in nnd HQTmii, 395-396. 
Tho-Ifowc..iTnn- An.ri u-c.-i-, ···1908, 75-77. 
m-· ------- -- -- .- -.- II 7. Hovr to Spond r. D::i.y in I1.on::i., 2:i. 
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Ellis in 1823, Trith tho exce ption of tho Ifale o Koo.wo, Yrhich ho. s 

never boon reproduced in full. All c.gro o tho.t tho wo.lls of tho 

mr:.in enclosure noro 12 fe a t high r.nd 15 fo ot thick, 1.1hich they 

c.ro toduy. Tl.o St> uth wo.11 ns given b:,r ~Tnll Ctnd Bc..kor is 660 

feet in lont;th. Thrum 1 s stc.tomont, honcvor, give s it c..s 404 

fout, uhich is thu figuro of Ellis in 1823. l9/ Th::; difforonco 

is ::'.ccountcd for porht.ps bj- tho wire fence which forms c.n oxton-

sior;, t o tho south vc.11. Tho on.st wa.11 in tho dio.grr.ms of rrc.11 

nnd D c.l~o r shon it to be 700 foot in lur.gth, uheroc.s Ellis ruid 

Thrum st:'.to thC'.t it wns 715 foot in l ongth. Tho north ...-rr:.11, 

cxist,Jnt in Ellis' time, is gone • Both Ellis o.nd Thrum ngrco 

o ssontic.lly on tho dimensions of tho Alor,lon Hcinu, ·which vms 

125 fo ot long, 65 foot wide, ::.nd 10 foot high. Tho Ako.hipnpn 

Hofr..u VTC'..S 24 x 28 foot, end tho dimc11sio11s of tho wood supor-

str ucturo of' Hr.lo o Koc.:wo n.s gi v0n b;~r Ellis vioro 16 x 24 foot. 

Recant stops tnkon to prosorvo t ho Plo.co of Rofugo o.nd 

its rol l"'.tod si to of Hnle o Konwo fino.lly culminntcd in tho 

loc,so of t:10 si to by tho Bishop Esta to to tho County of Hnvmii 

us n pc..rk. This loo.so, duo to expire in 1961, nssuros the 

prosurvntion of tho c,roc.., pondi!1g f'urthor notion to gi vo tho 

si to nc,ti1J11c.l rucogni tion. Monnwhilu :- custodinn is giving 

minimum protuction to tho nroc... For mnny yoc.rs tho sito 

h c. s boon usod by lncc.l poo:1lo c.s ~ gc.thorini:; plnco, whero 



fishii:.r:;, b o::-.tinG, sninmlinr;, r:-.nd p i cnick ing, c.11 c.nci-Jnt Hl:'.wrdinn 

e..ctivitios, e..r o continued. 

Dibliogrr'..p!-licnl mntorfo.l on Hnuc,ii, including tho Konn Coe.st, is 

e.bundc..nt. To list c.11 importm1t Yrcrks nould tc.l::o n ccnsidore..b lo run ount 

of tLl!lo c..nd spe..co. Tho a.rchivo s of mwmii, tho Pc.cific Coo.st, Now 

Ene;lo.nd, ::uid 1 in.shinc;t on, D. C., ospocio.lly, conte..in voluminous r •:rnords 

of ov,:::nts c onnoctod nith Hr.11c.ii nnd tho riso of tho Kr.mehamohns. Nows-

pc.pars r"1-:. d poriodico.ls nftor tho 1830' s ha.vo boon wcll-prosorvod. Por-

hr.ps tho mcst usuful bibliogro.phicc.l :-tid for tho purpose of this na.rro.-

f ord University, 1942. Brc.dloy covers primc..rily the period nftor tho 

visit c.nd doo.th of Cc.ptc.in Jrunos Cook, tho diacoverer of the Hmmiia.n 

Islrmds, r.nd thoroughly lists tho ::tuthoritios v1hc hri.vo dva.lt vdth Ha:wnii. 

Tho f oll oYTing c.ro roprosentr.tivo of tho most importr...11t doding with tho 

Pluco of P..ofugc :md surrounding nrer .• 

Librnry of Cangross, List of Books Rela ting to Hcwe..ii, 
Including Rcforo~cos to. (fo1.To-cted T.or'ks-nnd 
Po r_iod_icnl ~i:--Yfo.shingt"oii, - ti; c.-;--1898 • 

.Amoricc.n Br !.'.rd of Commissicnors for Foreign Missi ns, 
11Lottcrs c.nd Pc.pars," Hss., in Libr:-.ry of H::trvo.rd 
Thoolo[;ica.l Schoc·l, CcmbridGo, :Mnss. 

Judd, Clmrlos II , "Affairs in Hl".nc.ii, 11 Ms., in 
tho Brmcr oft Librc.ry, Uni v orsi ty of Cnliforniu, 
Borkuloy, C~l if'. 
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1. Bcoks, prunphlots, documo:r.:.ts, ate. 

Aloxnndor, Will iron D 

the Hc.waiim~ ~-?_cplo. 
, A Briof History of 
Now York, 1891. 

lmdorson, Rui'us, History of the Mission to tho 
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E. Conclusion and Evaluation 

Representative of a larger story of the Hawaiian People, the 

Place of Refu'.;e at Honaunau retains much of the flavor of its 

ancient setting and purpose. Here all groups of Hawaiian society··-

common people, priests, chiefs, and royalty--took pa.rt in tho 

drama of Hn.vm.ii before the comine; of t:1e ~·~hi te man. Tho story 

portrayed here is symbolic of the best qualities of HaYmiian life, 

in which every human could find n haven from fear and oppression. 

Perhaps Bllis summed it up ns iilell us nny when he i;,rrotc: 

'Ye ha.d often passed over the ruins of dosorted 
hon.then temples, a.nd the vosti r.;e s of demolished nltnrs, 
in the Sandwich Isl0.nds, and I hc.d froquently visited 
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those in other groups of tho Pacific; but t~1e feol­
ings oxci tod on these occc.sions had n.lwn.ys been 
those of deep melnncholy and horror, at the humo.n 
i1mnola.tions end shocking cruel tics which thoy so 
often exhibited. Here, hoy;ever, idolo.try uppeo.rod 
nt least in tho form 0£ clemoacy, o.nd the snored 
enclosure presented o. scene uniquo among the ruins 
of po.gnnism, which we contomplo.ted vrith unusuc.l 
intorost. ~7h~thor its estc.blishmont wns originally 
projoctod by tho priests, to c.ttc.ch to t he ir inter­
ests nll who might owe their livos to its institu­
tion, or by soma mild o.nd humeno prince, unxious to 
dL~inish tho barbarous cruoltios of idolatry, nnd 
s ofton the c.ngui shing chl".retctcr of sc.vngc wa.rfo.re; 
or i:rhothor dorived tri:-.ditionally from tho Isro.oli­
tish cities of refuge, to which somo of its features 
t'.ro strikinr;ly c.nnlogous--wo do not protond to 
determine • • • * 

Tho qun.litiGs which muko the star,{ of the Plo.ce of Refuge 

t\!ld tho Ho.lo o Konwe o.n outst1111ding eno, plus the remnrko.blo 

stnte of prosorv~.tion of tho structuros there, qua.lifios t his 

site ns of moro thnn local interost. It typii'ios old Ii :vmii. 

i~s such it is n purt of our nntiono.l horitngo c.nd cnnnot bo 

duplicnted. It is rocommendod, thorc f ore, thc.t it bo given 

recognition as ~ nc.tionnl monumont or nutionnl historic site. 

By so doing it will be prosorvod, i nt c r p rotod, ::i.nd developed 

to tho hi[;hest degree for tho inspir Q.tion ::md cmjoymont of 

this nnd future bcnorntions. 
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II. Pc.. rk Dnt n. . 
A. 

The Place of Refuge Bnd the site of Hnle o Keawe nt 

Honaunnu nre owned by the Bishop Estr~ te, nnd l eased t o the 

County of Hnwoii ns a park. Should this beconc a notionF.!l 

nonuncnt or historic site, it is conteoplnted thet the 

Territory of Hawaii will exchr nge ui th the Bishop Estat e 

sufficient lFnds for the trf!nsfer of the nrco t n the Nnticnnl 

Park Service. The County of Hnwaii is ngrecoble t o this 

prop, snl, as are the locnl people, provided their ~ncicnt 

rights of fishing, bo~ting, ~nd swimming ore protected, nnd 

private 11 kulcnnos 11 (smell in~ividunl Jtmd holdings) nre not ' 

incorpcr nt ed ~ithin the monument. 

B. ~ppreised Value 

Most of the land suggested f or acquisition by the N~t ion~l 

Pork Service is n0~ used f or park purposes. Boer.use of the 

' chnracter of lovn hero, it hns little vr lue ns ogriculturnl 

lend. Its npprniscd value, therefcre, is smnll. 

C • Condi ti on nnd Previous Developnent 

For the most port, the ruins nt the Place of Refuge nre 

in r.i goo<'l state of preservrti0n, largely bccousc of the 

repnir nnc rostorntiln work tnhich vms r1onc on the wolls and 

main structures in 1902 onn 1919. This work wos in the nnture 

of r ep1:iir r.im1 partial restoration of strne wnlls ~:inn heious 

only. No attempt wns mnr'le to c1uplic!lte the wnod superstructure 

of Hale o Ken we. The urea r·f the snaller enclosure, where 
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Kamehm:icha 1 s fish ponds nnd the Hale Kauila wore situntcd, has 

been used for picnicking, l:'nd for boating and swimming. Fishing 

sites, of an oncient nciture, aro situated along the shore of 

tb:~ Main enc]osure. These nre still used by native Hnv:miians. 

D. Care 

A custcdiAn n<lministers tho area for the county. To tho 

best of his ability, an attempt is made to supply sanitnry 

facilities £md to keep the area presentable. This is difficult, 

becnuse of limi tea. funds rmd the large number of people v1ho 

visit tho site, especially on week ends. 

E. Accessibility 

ti. narrow roe~ runs westward thrc1ugh the town of Honauneu 

to the Place of Refuge. Frora there it branches to r oughly 

skirt tho enclosures to approximately the southonst corner of 

the s r:mctuary wall, \'!hero it then turns southv:ard. ~11 irn­

port•mt ruh1s nnd structures lie tn the '\'1est of this road. 

The road is c0nnocted with the Me.nclahon Highwny, thus r.taking 

it onsily accessible to ell p~rts of the Konn Const and the 

Isl '"tnd of Hnwcii. An airport at Kailuc, which is only a fev! 

r.1ilos tL: the rC'rth, ~nd shipping fncilities nake tho Plncc of 

Refuge further accessible t o Hilo and nther islands of the 

Hawaiian group. 

F. Possible Bresorvntion 

Prcservntj on nnd sto. bilizatinn of rui..'t'ls nnd not further 

restorntion or rocr-nstruction shculd bo stressed in this nren. 
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The site contnins a dromntic display of ancient structures, 

which, if properly preserved, interpreted, and developed, arc 

adequate t o stimulate interest in the story which is here. 

Intorpr~tive fncilities in the form of literature, guide 

service , and r.mseum presentotion vmuld do much to enhnnce the 

inherent historicnl values of the site. The scenic velues 

of the site , which nre considerable, should also be protected 

to the fullest degree. Few places in the Hawaiian Isl~nds 

havG a nore interesting r.icetinr of land, palm trees, sea nnd 

the works of man. 

G. Sug~estcd Developr.:eni 

Should the Place of Refuge and the site of Hale o Keawe 

becooe n nnt ionnl monument or historic site, it is rccomr.iended 

that adequcte boundaries be provided to fully protect the 

histnricnl c.nd scenic vol ues of the site. Ii. t the mooting 

of Septcnber 19 between Nationnl Park Service officials, the 

Land Com'"issionor of the Territory of Hawaii, nnd rr:el"lbers 0f 

the Kono Civic and Improvcr.:ont Club, it wns SUf.@'C:lstcd tlutt 

nost of tho present county pnrk south of the r.irin bent hnrbnr 

on Honnunnu Bny be includec'!, ns •:ell ns londs to the east of 

the Pl8CC of Refuge for an entrAnce r8nd nn~ parking, nnd for 

ndministrntive, interpretive, and sanitary fncilities. An 

additional area to tho south, vrhich 1-;ould not include private 

kulonnos, should also be acq1drod for picnic f acilities. This 

wrnlr. nake it possible thus to re!:lrve picnicking fron r.ithin 

32 



the vmlled on closures, v;here it t ends to detmct frofll the 

historical fentures of the area. 

The above progrn~ would assure the greatest preservction, 

interpretation, nnd development at the Place of Refuge, and, 

nt the snne time, would protect the ancient Hawaiian rights 

of booting, swi!1lming, fishing, and picnicking \'7hich in 

ther:iselves arc historicRl. A map is nttnched to this r sport, 

which indicntes generally the pro~osod boundaries nnd 

dcvelnpments. 

H. Rolation ~.Q. other National Park Service Areas 

The ~Jnuno Loa and Kilnuea sections of Havroii Nntional 

P~rk are nbout 20 and 35 niles east respectively of the Ploce 

of Refuge on tho Island of Hnvmii. These can be reached 

readily by the Mnmalnhoa Highwvy. The Haleaknla section of 

Hawaii Nntionel Park, which is on the odjncent Island of 

Maui, is the ne~re st other aren administered by tho Notional 

Park Service. This con be reached by air ':ithin a few 

hours, and by ship within a day. 
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III. Photographs 

1. '!he Place of Refuge at Homumau, from the Northeast. 
Note outer and inner enclosures and site of Hale o KeaJre 
at extreme right. · 
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9. Messrs. Tolson, Vint, Castro, and Neasha.m at Alealea 
Heiau, Place of Refuge, September 18, 1949. 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 

10. Messrs. Tolson and Neasham Inspecting Area to South 
of Place of Refuge, September 18, 1949. 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 
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11. Picnic Crowd in Outer Ehclosure, Place of Ref\Jge, 
September 18, 1949. 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 

12. Bathing Beach, Place of Refuge, Honmmau. 
(Photo, Courtesy Hawaiian Airlines) 
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13. Approach to Kealakekua Bay from the Sea, 
September 19, 1949. nie cliffs are lined with 
Burial Caves. Captain Cook was killed on the 
shores of this bay in 1779. 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 

14. Close-up of Cliffs at Kealakekua Bay, 
September 19, 1949. Note Small Openings 
to Burial C~ves in Cliffs. 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 
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15. The Cook Monument, Kealakekua Bay. 
He was killed by the Natives Near This 
Spot in 1779. 
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16. Approach to Site Where Captain Cook was Killed 
at Kealakekua Bay in 1779. '.lbe Monument is Main­
tained by the Cook MomDllent Trust. 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 

17. Placque at Hikiau Heiau, Kealakekua Bay, Placed 
in Memory of J!'lirst R'ecomed .Christian_._S.ervice i.I11the. 
Hawaiian Islands in 1779" .. ~ 

(Photo by F. Oberhansley) 
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IV. Mnp (Attached) 
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