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SUGGESTED INTERNATIONAL PARK AT POINT ROBERTS, WASHINGTON

INTRODUCTION

Much of the informstion for the following report was obtained from

Mr. Kenneth Decker, an economist from Berkeley, California, who made a
trip to Point Roberts during September 1964 in connection with an
economic base study of that area. The study is being financed two thirds
by the Housing and Home Finance Agency under an urban planning assistance
grant and one third by the State and local governments. The epproximate
completion dete for the study is April 1965.

Brief trips had previously been made to the area by National Park Service
Plamner Mark Pike in April 1962 and Assistant Regional Director George
Collins in May 1955.

FINDINGS

It appears that at the present time Point Roberts is economically
dependent on adjacent Vancouver, British Columbia and that it is
becoming a suburban development of that expanding metropolitan area.

Although there are some historic values present, these are not deemed
to be of national significance. In addition much of the story which
might be told here can be better told at the nearby proposed San Juan
Island National Historical Park.

Recreation values exist and expansion of existing public parks may be
advisable but potential users are almost all Canadian due to the
physical location of the peninsula. Similar nearby areas, some perhaps
with greater potential, are more easily accessible to United States
citizens.

RECOMMENDATTION

That, on the basis of present information, Point Roberts not be further
considered as an addition to the Netional Parxlk System.
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BACKGROUND

The following is a resume of previous action taken on park and recreation

matiers at Point Roberts:

February 20, 1961 - The Legislature of the State of Washington
passed House Joint Memorial No. 4O to President Kennedy and to
both Houses of Congress, urging establishment of a National
Monument at Point Roberts.

March 31, 1961 - Senator Magnuson requésted comments from the
Department of the Interior on Joint Memorial No. LO.

April 27, 1961 - Assistant Secretary Kenneth Holum advised
Senator Magnuson, by letter, that the Department could not
lend its support to.Joint Memorial No. LO.

March 10, 1962 - An application (Serial Washington 0L399) was
filed under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act for 8.17
acres of land along the west coast of Point Roberts. The
application was the result of a cooperative endeavor by the
Weshington State Parks and Recreation Commission and Whatcom
County.

April 23, 1962 - Mark Pike, Park Planner with the Portland, Oregon
Office of the National Park Service, investigated the area covered
by the March 10, 1962 application.

June 28, 1962 - Memorandum from Mr. Burroughs, Chief, Columbia
River Recreation Survey Branch, recommended favorable action
on the State's application of March 10,

November 21, 1962 - Application No. 03077 filed several years
previous under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act for land
in the vicinity of Point Roberts Lighthouse was approved for
patent., The land was patented to Point Roberts Towmship.

March 10, 1964 - Application No. O399 was approved. This land
was also patented to Point Roberts Township.

e B I T

May 6, 1964 - Secretary of the Interior Udall wrote to Mr. G. Edward

Meade of the British Columbia Federation of Fish and Game Clubs
concerning the suggested International Park at Point Roberts and
commenting that the National Park Service will be asked for their
comments on the suggested park.
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April 19, 196k - Mr. Barry Mather, Member of Parliament of the
Canadian House of Commons from New Westminister, British Columbia,
wrote to Director of Vancouver Parks Board on April 19 suggesting
that a John F. Kennedy International Park be established at Point
Roberts.

April 27, 1964 - Vancouver Board of Parks and Public Recreation
passed resolution thanking Mr. Mather for his letter and informed
him that the letter appeared to receive favorable consideration
and would be referred to the Lower Mainland Parks Advisory
Association.

April 10, 1964 - Mr. G. Edward Meade of British Columbia Federation
of Fish and Game Clubs wrote to Secretary Udall suggesting
International Park at Point Roberts.

May 6, 1964 - Secretary Udall's reply thanked Mr. Meade for
suggestion and advised that the National Park Service would be
asked for their comments on the suggested park proposal.

August 31, 1964 - Mr. Gerald E. Shannon of the Canadian Embassy
discussed this subject with Sharon E. Erdkampt, Economic Canadian
Desk Officer.

September 1964 - Economic base study of area made by Mr. Kenneth
Decker, economist from Berkeley, California financed by Housing
and Home Finance Agency under an urban planning assistance grant
and State and local governments.

2a



Authoilty

.&:EC:NWMJNM@2Ll

DESCRIPTION

Point Roberts is a small peninsula consisting of approximately 6.5
square miles extending into the Strait of Georgia from the Canadian
Mainlend. (See attached map.)

Distances by road from nearby cities are as follows:

Vancouver, Biitish Columbia - 22 miles
Blaine, Washington (nearest
U. S. border) - 25 miles
Seattle, Washington - 150 miles
Climate

The climate is typical of the coestal regions in the Pacific Northwest.
Annual rainfall is approximately 40 inches and temperature ranges
approximately from winter lows of 20° fahrenheit to summer highs of
90~,

Physical Features

The land forms on the point are not unusual. Elevations range from sea
level to 200 feet. Bluffs rise near the coast on the southeast corner
and to a lesser degree on the northwest corner. Open upland pasture

is interspersed with second growth forest consisting of Douglas fir,
hemlock, spruce, and cedar associated with alder, maple and low brush.

Beaches border much of the peninsula. However, the coastal waters
adjacent to the western and southern portions are subject to dangerous
currents. The waters of Boundary Bay, east of Point Roberts, are
generally calm,

Accessibility

This small portion of the United States is accessible from the mainland
of Washington only by boat or by road through Canada from the border town
of Blaine.

Population

The 1960 Census lists 232 inhabitants at Point Roberts. However, it is
estimated that there are also approximately 500 vacation homes on the
point, owned or rented mostly by Canadians from Vancouver. This growing
metropolitan area with its center approximately 22 miles from Point
Roberts, has an estimated population of 1,700,000.

o



HISTORICAL VALUES

Other than its location at the extreme western end of the land boumndary
between the United States and Canada, Point Roberts has had only slight
associations with the major events and personages of United States history.
In fact, its isolated physical situation resulted in its being largely cut
off from the mainstreams of national, regional, and state history.

The locality 1s best known to history as the site of two granite markers,
one on the beach beside the Straits of Georgia and the other about 300
feet eastwardly on a height of ground marking the western terminus of

the international land boundary. The Treaty of Washington, signed

June 15, 1846, determined that the boundary between the United States and
Canada should be ‘extended along the 49th parallel westward from the Rocky
Mountains "to the middle of the channel which separates the continent
from Vencouver's Island, and thence southerly from the middle of the said
channel, and of Juan De Fuca Straits, to the Pacific Ocean."

Surveys to mark the land portion of this boundary were conducted during

the late 1850's; and in 1861 the two stones above-mentioned were erected

on Point Roberts. As can be seen from the quoted clause of the Treaty,
these markers do not designate the western end of the international
boundary but only the end of the land portion of that boundary. Also, no
events leading to the boundary settlement of 1846 occurred on Point Roberts,
nor did any geog#aphical qualities of the vpoint influence the establishment
of the line. ‘

In 1853 several men conducted salmon fishing operations at Point Roberts,
thus making the locality the scene of some of the earliest commercial
fisheries in Washington during the American period. Point Roberts, on the
approaches to the Fraser River, long continued to be a favorite location
for permanent seines or "traps."” The high point in this fishery appears
to have been during the first two decades of the 20th Century. Much of
the processing of the catch was done at a cannery at nearby Blaine.

|
During-the fishing period, isolated Point Roberts earned an evil
reputation as the habitat of smugglers and fish pirates. The illegal
levies upon legitimate fishermen largely came to an end in 1910 when
the United States erected the Point Roberts ILighthouse, the northern-
most light along the coast of the contiguous 48 States. During prohibition
days, rumrunners operated from Point Roberts, reviving the smuggling
tradition.

T
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Being in such close proximity to Vancouver, British Columbia, the major
existing use at Point Roberts is residential, including both seasonal
and permanent. Other uses include boat launching for sport salmon
fishing and limitgd grazing on upland pasture areas.

A commercial fishing fleet, originally based at Point Roberts, has moved
to Blaine.

There are two existing county parks, one near the northwest corner of
the peninsula containing approximately & acres and one in the vicinity
of Point Roberts Lighthouse containing approximately 22 acres. They are
developed for day use activities including picnicking, swimming and
fishing. !

Continuation as a suburban residential area is the most apparent
potential use of the Point Roberts Peninsula. Again, much of this use
would be by Canadians.

A proposal by the Corps of Engineers to make a small craft harbor just
north of Point Roberts Lighthouse would increase potential boating use,
mainly by commercial fishermen but also for a limited number of pleasure
craft,

Potential for the expansion of other water-oriented recreation uses also
exists. Again, it appears that nearly all users would be Canadian.

Boundary Bay, in Canada, lies immediately north and east of Point Roberts.,
Extensive development of this area has been proposed including filling

a considerable portion of the bay and construction of an industrial and
residential complex. A local group called "Save the Beaches" is attempting
to block this development and have the remaining undeveloped beach dedicated
to public use. Point Roberts beaches adjacent to Boundary Bay are nearly
all developed.

SPECTAL PROBLEMS

In addition to theé peculiar physical location and difficult access for
United States citizens the economics of the area is apparently closely
tied to nearby Vancouver. In addition little potable water is available
on the peninsula, Many wells which have been drilled have hit salt water.
Thus, most of the water use in the area is purchased from Canada.
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ENE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ja g\g NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

i 3 g | WESTERN REGIONAIL, OFFICE

- 450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36063
LY REFER TO: San Francisco, California 94102

December 8, 1964

Memorandum

To: Director
Attention: Mr. Swem

From: Acting Regional Director
Subject: Suggested International Park at Foint Roberts, Washington

This is in response to Assistant Director Swem's July 23 memorandum
and Regional Chief of National Park System Studies Inntey's December 7
telephone request to Park Flanner Mortimore. We are enclosing a report
on the subject area prepared by Mr. Mortimore and Regional Historian

Hussey.

Tt should be emphasized that personnel from this office have not
visited Point Roberts in connection with the current proposal and no
one presently on our staff has seen the area. The bulk of the infor-
mation was obtained from recent discussions with Mr. Kenneth Decker,
an economist from Berkeley, California, who recently visited Point

Roberts.
; L B %47{/‘5’/9
James B. Myers
Enclosure
cc:

Portland w/c enclosure
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POINT ROBERTS TOWNSHIP

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON

VisiT Our
SAFE, WARM [ 4
L - FPOINT ROBERTS, WASHINGTON
BEACHES B

- A
= January 20, 1964

George B. Hartzog Jr. Director
National Parks Service -

Washington, D.C, L

-

Dear Sir:
The_?qig?_ﬂpperts Township Supervisorsénd the people of
Point Roberts would like to draw your attention to the Monument Prope
erty Park Sight---T. 41-N., R. 3 W., W.M. Sec.= 33 Lot-6 containing
8.17 acres of land.
This Monument was erscted in the year of 1861, at the western
end of the United States and the Canadian Boundry.
This Monument, one of several erected as boundry lines
between two great.nations, still stands in a beautiful wooded area over
looking the Straits of Georgia. It was here the boundry survey was
completed.
We f'eel all the nation as well as us should know of this
historical marker and would like your assistance in preserving and
developing this small but very important Park sight. We feel it is
a very neglected place.
Roint Roberts is a small community of 9 sq. miles. We
have a very unigue problem here--due to the geographical loecation. But
are very proud of this community, we therefore would like you to truly
consider our pleae and assist us with the Historical Vonument Future —

Park sight. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Virginia L. Wempler Clerk
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Miss Virginia L. Wanpler
Clerk, Point Roberts
Township

Point Roberts, Washington

Dear Miss Wampler:

We appreciate your writing to us sbout the United Etates~Canadicn

International Boundary Momument sand Merker nusber 1 inm Pgint
berts Towaship, Whatcom County, Washington. We are

to obtain edditional information about this site snd its former

Federal ownership.

‘At the moment, we d0 pot lnow what, if anything, the Hetional

Park Service can do that will be helpful to Point Roberts Township
in preserving and developing this site. We have had correspondence
with Mrs. B. Thordarson of Point Roberts, whom you probably lmow.
After we have obtalmed additiomal date about this mopmsent and
considered the matter further we may be sble to make some
suggestions. In the meantime, we are pleased to kmow of yo
interest in this historic monument and site, and hope that
eventually we can be useful to you and the township which now
owms the site.

ur
Eincerely yours,

derbert E. Kshler
Chief, Divisiom of History
and Archeology Studies

cqg:
Bza.nch of History, w/e¢ of inc.
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FOR UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT USE ONLY

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Western Region
From: Acting Assistant Director, Cooperative Activities

Subject: Proposed John F. Kennedy International Park, Point Roberts,

Wasghingto

We are enclosing 7

your information & copy of Forelgn Service
Dispatch No. 108 da

d August 6, 1958, from the Ottawa Embassy to
te (Ds), which transmits & memorandum dated
subject of Point Roberts. This and the
morandum of August 31 have both been clagsi-
eilal Use" by that Department.

July 2k, 1958, on &
enclosed copy of a m
fied as "Limited Off

The DS memorandum is
referred to in the 1
previpusly forwarded
we might point out ©
explored ways of sol

the most pertinent piece of corrempondence

st paragraph of the copy of the Airgram

to you dated May 6. As background to this,

t the Department of State has for many years
ng the problems inherent in United States
territory being located on a peninsula and separated from the main-
land by Cansdian lands. Cession of the 4.9 square miles of land

to Canada is one of fihe possible solutions that has been considered
by that Department.
Please submit your c nts on the proposed intermational park at
an early date.

¢, Gordon Fredine

C. Gordon Fredine

Enclosures

e
o ;ﬁﬁfta’_ encl.
Filowell 13w 9/9/6k
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Mr. Ivan B, White ’
Career Minister Fd
Department of State

Washington, B C.

Dear Mr. i#hi‘}t&z

This will confirm the Mational Park Service's pogition om the

suggested international park, Point Roberts, Washiogton, as die-
cuseed by ;%»mu and Messrs. lantey and Howell on December 11.

Propossls to establish an internstiomal park st Point Roberts
have been e by several individuals, as shown on the enclosed
"Background"” resume sheet. Our Portland Qffice; San Fraueisco
Regional Office and this of'fice have all reviewed these proposals.
We find that there are sowe higtorie values presunt at Point
Roberts, but they are not considered to be significant. In addi-
tion, the r tional values are not outstanding, es nearby areas
with perhaps |greater poteniial sre move easily dccessible to
United snwj:;uzm on the mainland.

i

An internat 2l park would norwally invelve the United States
establishing & pational perk adjacent to & compenion national park
on Canadisn soll. Certain criteris must be considered in evaluat-
ing and dete ng the potential of such & propceed area, these
mainly being ficance, suitability end feusibility of the site
invelved. element of natiomal significance must be present

to make the ared a concern of the entire Nation and thus an appro-
priate matier for Federal responsibility. This element was found
to be lacking at Point Roberts. Therefore, we recommend that
Point Roberts not be further considered ag & part of an international
park to be aﬂmnem Jointly by the United States and Canads.

Glacier FMatiopal Perk pregently forms part of & Waterton-Glacier
International Pemce Park that was establisked in 1932, Perry's
Victory and Inte tional Peace Memovrial in Ghilo algo commsmorates
a century of ee betveen the United States and Canada, In addi-
tion, the 88th|Congress passed a2 bill to authorize & joilat United
states-cmadiab Commisgion to establish & Roesevell Campobello
International Tﬁtk.

ALt
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For your s We are attaching three other sheate which give
additional information on Peint Roberts. Alse, you may be interested
in kaowving that Senstors Jackson and Magnuson introduced 8. 1441 in
the past which would establish & Pig Wer Satiossl Honument
oa Sam Island in Puget Sound. The Department of the Imterior

d epactment of the bill vwith ninor amendments. No sction
wag taken hy the Congress on this lsgislative proposal.

We have with the Bureau of Land Hapagement on the gtatus
of pubiie lands on Point Roberts. That Bureau inforws us
that sll lie lande on Point Reberts have besn patented or no
loncer aye Ject to the public land laws.

l
Sincerely yours,

(SGD)l THEODOR R. SWEM

mlwes

giorﬂ.l Director, Western
hief, Coop rative Activities, Portland

NP w/e inc

JWHowell: RLT;;w 12/15/6k4




==

e o

e e e e et e

|
\

=%

e, s Vol | Fes e
Nz Sal] :‘-:-’lf',;_‘l‘r, i

-
%oprens £ 0T
i WA TS L, Mg
%

o 7 :A._'. e s et 0 A

Wenid il g wd 545 f R il S

Laing suig Tric

idexing trning

Piime
Lesier Pearson and Pao
Lyidon Johnson  whct
meL here for the Qo
PRives Treaty siening, (
said that later
Lferior Secratary Stuart
1:.;;:2.:6—. in & conversatic:
{him that tha existence ol
‘Roberts oy purt of

-,
STARTED |

is iflozical and anachronistic.
' '
\

it into an

Northemn L

the idea was first
J .

qg

2

ik
T
[

e i
g %

s S v o] ;.! SEaN
|

woint
fiairs;

Riztori

i ]
sident

mnbiai

Udail ;
with;

Point|
U.s, i

serioks diseussions)

inter|

were rxently]
esentatives ol

blec ol
into




5 o
5
AL
el

.Llf

By, 0.

L b Z

ﬁ_cw Jones L4/26
MAY 18 1986 et

HMemorandun Price
et
Brown2/ i
To: Secretary of the Interior ﬁ;}uuk/.5’/v
Through: Assistant Secretary, Public Land Management ; 5//’1’
5 Associate o
From: 7 Dirvector
Subject: Point Washington - Heeting with Mr. Jack Austin,

Speeial Assistant to the Canadian Minister of Northern
Affairs and National Resources

On April 22 Deputy Solicitor Ed Weinberg made arrangements for Mr. Jack
Austin to discuss Canadian interests in Point Roberts, Washington, with
Assistant Director Jackson Price, Chief of Lands Domald E, Lee and Park
Planner Harold R. Jones.

Point Roberts is a peninsula of about 2,400 acres which extends across

the Canadian border into the State of Washington. The only access by

land is from Canada. Between 200 and 300 summer cottage sites are

owned by Canadians as compared to about 25 owned by United States citizens,
and this area is used primarily by residents of Vancouver, British
Columbia, and surrounding area for recreation purposes.

The davelopment of Point Reoberts as an International Park or recreation
area has the serious intarest of the Canadian government and was discussed
in the House of | Commons on April 1. Mr. Arthur Laing, the Minister of
Northern Affairs and Mational lescurces, previously discussed this subject
with you,and Prime iinister Pearson briefly discussed it with tha President,
The Canadlan government feels that the establishment of Campebello Inter-
national Park provides precedence for a asimilar joint park development at
Point Roberts.

When Hr. Austin Was told that the National Park Service had made a
reconnaissance study of Point Roberts and had not found park or recreation
values of national siznifleance te nqualify it for inclusion in the National
Park System, he gaid that they hoved the Canadian interast and the inter-
national aspects|would increase the evaluation of significance placedon
this area.

Mp. Austin was asked if this
He said they had|econsidered this
be vary dif?icult Eo  obtain and misnt open up questions along tha entire
border where similar situations mipht The possibility of obtaining

5
g 1o h ' . - X% Y - - b ) 3
a 987year lease 6 jestablish a provineial nark had riszg been considered.

tHowever, they vagted to explore the

Psrk as the bhoest

2 wraterfourl

f+)]
3

davalon d adminigter Point Roherts

solution for tue

Soaesics ues 3 uots
Aareda dridd alnee

r




B o —

|

A
i, o3 2.

DECIABGIFIED 7 -

i 1 Authoilty

Dy

wintering arem which is now threatened by industrial development.

Since this proposal appeared to involve matters out of our field,

Mr. Price suggested that this might require negoﬁiations between State
Departments, similar to the arrangements for Campobello. Mr. Austin
sald that the Btate Department had been contacted, and he had discussed
this matter before coming to Imterior with Mr. Dick Kearny, Deputy
Legal Advisor in the State Department.

In order for this proposal to be given careful study and consideration
in the Department, Mr. Price suggested that the Minister of Northern
Affairs write to the Secretary of the Interior and outline their |
| proposal for Point Roberts. Mr. Austin said that this would be done :
and that the Minister also would like to arrange to meet with the i
Secretary abou$ mid-summer to disudss Point Roberts and several other
subjects of mutual interest—including the Alcan Eighway and matters

i related to Alagka.

=

By

After an official proposal has been received from the Canadian government,
we will be happy to investigate this matter more fully.

(Sgd) A. C. Stration

Enclosure

i! cc: L /PFg )77/] SMZ”‘J

SOL (Mr. Weinberg)
Regional Director, Western
S (Mr. Price)

SLW %Mr Lee)

CNP (Mr. Benson)

HRJones :mad 5/10/65
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AMUSEMENTS

Canada

formal proposal
next two months
Point Roberts,

route to the poin
Canada.

in July and then

The possibility

ternational park

County, Wash., into a
national park. The|on

tis tI
The spokesman said
ada plans to make
inary study of the drea

retary of the Interior
art L. Udall of its|findings.
i}

ing Point Roberts into

16.—
erv-
ster-
e a
ithin the
or ing
Whatcom
ter-
and
ugh

an-
im-
rly
advise! Sec-
ew-

of] convert-
in-

Vas d-

WySex%ﬁ

WASHINGTON, |Ju
(AP)—A National Pa
ice spokesman said
day Canada ma

vanced to Udall some
months ago by Arthur Laing,
Canada’s minister of north-
ern affairs and national re-
sources. A Park Service
spokesman said at that time
that the area does not meet
the criteria necessary for in-
clusion in the national sys-
tem.

Point Roberts is the aouth-
ernmost tip of a peninsula
extending from Canada into
Georgia Strait.

Jack Austin, a representa-
tive of Laing, was here
April 21 to tell Park Service
officials of Canada's interest
in having Point Roberts
made an international park.

Al Iﬂin

Mr

Point Roberts is used
mostly by residents of Van-
couver, B. C. Most of the

land is owned by Canadians.

Water Ski Meet in 1966
VEREENIGING, South

Africa. The World War Ski
Associati%n has decided to
hold its 1966 European cham-

pionships. here. Fifteen coun-
tries are expected to take part
in the cozppetition.

The co]:tmental shelf — the
drowned coastal plains of all
the continents — equals 11 mil-
lion square miles, roughly
three times the size of the

United States.

—=y
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be. Johm R. Venmderuicht

Director

Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission
522 South Framklin Street _ :
Olympia, Washington

Degy John:

|
].‘
L«

We understand that the gquestion of establishing an internationsl park
at Point Roberts has come up again among some of the Censdiens, and
wmmmmm

L ¥ nd I took occasion to visit Polnt Roberts one time
- hen we were on the way to Vancouver to attend a

mmmmmmm It seemad to us
important histordically to preserve the marker on the international
line as the westernmost identification we have of thet lina, The
conditions in that neighborhood seemed to us to be generally good
as far as access Lo the marker wes concexved. It was not displayed
vith any formality or otherwise set oub s something special.
Personally, I heve had no burning desire to be a perty to the found-
ing of en international pari at thet locstion, on any grounds that
have thus far become known to us. I think we talked to you about
this matter st least once or perhaps several times.

The little villages of Maple Beach and Foint Roberts seemed to afford
some recreation, and the lay of the land as I yecall it could provide
for park-like development in the vicinity of the merker, When NHeal
and I were there, on a Sundsy afterncon I recall, at lesst one car-
load of visitors who had come down fyrom the Capadian side to see the
marker and look around the point. Incldentally, I recall that the
most noticeable feature near the momment was a clothes line full

of washing which seemed to attach pearby in conmectlon with an old
house. There is a fairly heavy tree growth which gave added attractive-
ms,ormlﬂhm,ifthemhadhnnclmﬂw.
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George L. Colling

Recreation Resouree Plaming Mvision
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