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December 82,  1883
vy s 515 Custom Fouse
- e Denver, Colorado
The Director, '

Office of Nationel Parke, -
Bulldings, and Reservations,
Waﬂhingtﬂn ‘De Ca

Poaxr EPQ Piraectar:

On &etobar 4y 1935, in’ ﬂ:ﬁmpan? with Ben H. Thompson, I visited
the pim he of Dry Fork, & &ributary of Ashley Creek, seme eight
to '&m}.m":m es northwest of Terngl, Uah.

I h%temtseen thepie‘w@&?hamartha Rio Pusyec bridge, in
the Petriffed Forest National Momument. Probably these are the best
now in the neticnael park asystem. I have visited the piciographbs at
fthe Valley of ¥lre, Hovada; at Jebnson Canyon, USeh; some Iin Yanmps
Canyon,: Wp Death Yalley, California; the Picture Hooks im
Avizone; mnd-a £6w clher locations. ‘The pictographs of Dry Fork ave
decifedly the best of these, end they are doubtless smong the mest
inteoresting and valudble pictographs of the Southwest. The figures
sre large, frequently life size, the workmamship is bften good dud
some of the deteils have baep done with gere. ' Thoy appesr o ba of
g different type and probebly more encient. They heve baen bud litile
damaged by mmbilation. o

Ihe beat of the pictompha in this area are om privale properiy.

the pletographe are on. xmblic domain. Pictogmghs are wié’ely:ma:ﬁez»

ed throughont the gouthwest, aud 1t wald nob. by meﬁeahla 1o pro~
asrvgﬂmm ‘than one or two of the best groups by ihe’ employment of
susiodions.

Pistogrephs are of seientifis intersat apd of some populer
interest, but it seems thal no piotogiaphy are of sufficient populey
sppesl o Induce many vinsitors to travel coneidoreble dfstandss to
gag them. I do nob mafwm&t@m ‘Shat woudd Juskily the
extebligimpent 6f & national mopument.  I¥ 18 vyecommendsd that tho
area be disapproved as a nationel mpmment.

- Yory truly yours,




rrl

Bepertuent that there sve eighly gyoups of life-size ple:
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o A
o A
B ..; prvseiius .

miteﬁ thi.s arvea on Qotsbex 54, 1983, in company with ¥r. Ben H.
mampsen of the National Park Sorvice, snd Er. Lso Ca. &‘hem, a nhﬁtﬁ*
grapher, mzeh !u‘beres’sed in amhaeulagim study.

The pietcgraphs axre lo:cesmi abtout eight o twelve m&les pordhwent

'cr!'emml Ttahe mmWMpalaraasmonmya’axk,ammm

of Ashley: mk,mﬁnthemmwamgzm

. Glypk anrr, named bzr ¥r. Therne, %o nine miles fyem Vernsl., I$
s *pmm o3 the propesty of Blmer Lind, although there is some wie
tortainty e8 o the loontion of his property 1ise. It 1o on the south
side of Dry Fork, ope mile From $%s mouth.

.. Plotograph Cliff 1s ebout two miles fyom Glypk CILf¥. It i3 on
ke preperty of T. C. A}.emnasr, of Vernal., T% zs on the nortk stde of

Ez‘ym

mwmm

Albexrt B, Resgan hag spaat several summers on arehasolsgical work
in the Bry Ferk, Ashley Creck reglon, uud slsevhere., He mm’m_m

Fiotograph C1iff and suggested that a netionsl mopument. be established
%o incinde thess mmammzmmw:menmﬁmm
graphn extending southuped to the Elwer Lind propsriy, Hr. Reagan
alse propdued that the oliff Swellings in Hime Mile Genyon be made 2
national monument. Sinee thmd Iy in ¢ different purt of the a%ate,

it will de referred to in a separsis roport,

. D% Rosgan has fuenfshed sopiss of his reporis, imeludings phobe
glaphe M pudlications, 3o the Interior Dopariment and $6 Jesse L.
Nasbawa, Mzsetw. Laboratery of Anthropology, Saute ¥o, New Meikico.

m.muatm,ﬁthmmsm“. at Garay, Utah,
some thirty niles fyem Verzal. .Ho hap pudblished aumerous ariivles in
mmmmummmxmmmmﬁwmm-
onse to these piotopraphs end othex arsheeslogivsl Snvesdigations.
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Leo C. Thorne, of Vernal, Utah
besides a six-feet pictograph.

T

S i

S

Pictograph Cliff on Alexander
ranch., The pictographs extend
for about a mile, and are at the
bottom of the vertical cliff, ang
above the slope.
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Pictograph six feet high, would
be more than life size if com-
pleted.

Head-hunter pictograph on Alexander ranch about 4% feet
high, The figure at the right holds a human head with blood
dripping from the cut throat into a-pool below, while tears
drip from the eyes., Neckleces snd bark skirts indieated.

524
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Pictographs of Glyph Cliff.
The largest figures are about
four feet high.

Glyph Cliff, on property of Elmer
Lynn., Pictographs are at base of
cliff near center of photograph.
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Gepsral Charsctoristiss of Area
" &% @lyph CL1£f the pletozraphs run to e height of shout eighteon
feot. above the ground. Thic is ona of the largest aingle groups of

pietographs in the ares. They are in good shape and have suffored
very 1ittle matilation.

A% Pictograph OLIfF, the pintographs extend along She ol1ff for
a distanec of ghout a mile or mmre. These plotogrophe are of & 4if-
ferent typs from those of Glyph CLiff and tho usual pictogrepk of the
southwest, Those ave prineipally of human figuves, with square skouldors

mmmm«rmw mump;ewamm
outlinen, somo have grooved outlines, and some have doth peekod areas
and grooved outlines. Thare are a fow red, painted figures, sopetines
gombined with the poskod and grooved, or rubbed work,

Am ® rTule these piciographs are at a normal height of a faw feol
above the ground, but sume of them are e&» high as twenty feot, widle
mmmmmawmsauaattm;mtnrmm

Suggested Inter - State Hational Park

In Yornal, Utah, X talked with Frank P. Wellman of Jonsey Uteh,
who is on the mteff of the Vorpel Rxpress, He iz ono of a group of men
in that porticn of Uiah who are adweabing a large national park in
northeastern Utah, %6 fncludo all or moat of the Gracn Bivor from the
porth doundary of the atato to Split Moustein Canyen, snd to imeluds
the prosont Dinosaur Hatjonal NMonwmant, the pietagraphs of Dry Rurk,
some Iudian dave dwellings, fossil aveas, etc. These msn also fnciude
the Canyon of Iedore in their project and suggest the consiruaetion of
a road np the Green River, through the succesaive sanyons. The projest
would bo oxpensive, but highly scenic. Thoy argue that it wonlid offer
a spextaculasxr route boiween Yellowstons and Mesa Verde or Zion, Bryee
and Grand Canyon Natienel Parks, Wmamjmmwm
sapport anéd fayorable eonsideraiion, the area suggesied wuld
mmunmma:ﬁemmmmum
a large inter-statc national park snd ome that would be sorthy of sorions
congideration. The poseidle future need for the dovelopment of power
along thisz part of the Greem Biver will probably prevent this project
from receiving the approval of the state of Ulah,
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o«umm.m,vm,m Called on T. C. Alomandor,
tmmummhmmwmnewammmm
Ho referred mo %o lLeo O, Thorne, who hss a photographic stndio
in Vornal and who is muek Intorested in argheaology., He has in
the studic a museum colleation of Indien artifacts ond had made
wmany photographs of pictographs, end hes worked extonsively with
Mr. Roagan.

Mr. Thorne sgreed o take Mr, Thompson and znyself %0 ges the
principal pietographe. We left Vernmal at 10:20 A, ¥. The first
stop was at Glyph Cliff.

After spepding a little while thors, wa continued to Pioto-
graph Cliff., Here wo stayed mors than $wo hours and weslked & mile
or 80 aleng the cliff.

Drove back to Varnel in forty mimates, arriving at 2:10 P, M,

T s et S o
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Dry Fork Pictographs
Photographs by Leo C. Thorne
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Dry Fork Pictographs
Photographs by Leo C. Thorne



