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HENTSEN RIO GRANIE VALLEY STATE PARK

introduction

By letter of March 18, 1949, the Honorable Lloyd M.
Bentsen, Jr., Houso of Representatives, made a requost to the
DMrector of tho Natiomal Park Service to give consideration

to the conversion of Bentsen Rio Grande Valley State Park,
Tezap, to National Park status.

Congressman Bentsen had previously discussed ids pro-
posal with Mr. C. L. Virth of the Idrector's staff.

In the Director's answer of March 30, 1949, to Congress~
man Bentsen's letter of March 18, 1949. be stated that ho was
asidng Reglonal Divector M. R. Tillotson at Senta Fe, New
Mexico, to have an investigation made of the Park at the
firat opportumity.

On April 6, 1949, Reglonal Director Tillotson advised
tho Director that the requested investigation and report
would be made soon or at least prior to Juno 30, 1949, and
that lMr. Gordon K. Shearer, Exocutdve Secretary of the Texas
State Parks Board, would be advised and consulted in respect
to the investigation and report.

Subsequent thereto, arrangements were made to meet Mr.
Shearer at Austin, Texas, and for him to accompany me on the

investigation of the Park.

(n Monday, May 9, I flew to Austin and mst with bnd
dlscusged the Park and the investigation with Mr. Shearer and
Mr. Horfleet G. Bone, Architect of I&. Shearer's gtaff. .
Done had collected and assembled msterinl on the Park, which
has been of considernbls value in thoe investigation and this
report. The discussion, likewlse, gave me addltional informa-
tion.
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The follouing morming, Mr. Shearor and I left Austin with
transportation furnished by Mr. Shearor for Mission, Texas.
On entering the Valley somo miles north of Edemburg, Texas,
we encountered a light rain. Ve arrived at Mission Taxas,
shortly after 6:00 P. N.

The next morning it was raining hard and comtimed so
whilo wo were in the Park. Because of this rain, it was im-
possible for us to sce any of the Park except that immediate-

1y adjacent to Manager George H. Harper's park residence.



I had boen into thls area in 1915 during
oy first mwmwmmmmmw
the Valley Oravity Project—ifinsion Heservelr.

On June £2, 1949, I agnin visited the Park and in the

copany of Park Menogor Harper and My, E. H., Dule of the Burean
of K wes able to mlx 2 more coamplete and cagpre-
henagive of the area.

The Bentoen Rlo Grande Valley State Park abuto wpon the
Rio Grande. Thoe entrance to the park is sppreximately four
alr line miles poutinrest of Mlasion, Hidalgo County, Temas.

mmwmmwmmmwm

The topography of the mrea is typleal of river bottom
adjecent to constantly shifting river chamnel and subject to
overllow during flood perlods of the river.

Irmediately .
120 feet in elevztion. Atnmmlﬂmﬂm,‘bhsmdm
are oprroximateoly PO feot above the wmter.

_ The climato in the vallay in which the Park: is located
iam and gemi-arid. The mean ammal



The everage anmal uumatzmmnumm
There are tao perdods of rainfall, May-Juno and
Scptader-October, with mwch of this cecurring as heayy down~
pours; a ralnfell of § inchas in 24 hours 1s not wnecmon.
Protracted droughbs are also coswn.

Tha frost froe growing season at Mlsgion is re-
pnrt-adi‘.o dogu.

The prevalling wind during most of the year is from the
goutheapt. Duing the uinber, cold winds occasionally como
franm the north. Although the Lower Rio Grande Valloy is mube
Ject to tropleal hurricanes origlnating in the OGulf of lexico,
only two have croassed the Vallsy in recent yoars. These
cccurred August b and September L and 5, in 1933,

gScemic Fentures

Only the resscag and the view whieh ome can get hy
ing across and wpon and down the Rio Grands can be classed as
seeric features. lome of these are so outstending as to draw

Seclogy

The wirdch might be of interest to somo
mmi?y@& wtomzymmmm

]
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From Mr. George H. Harper, Park Mansger, and a roport of
the Fish and Wildlife Scrvice, it wvas lsamned that the area
isammmmm This wes spparent during
tho inmvestigation.

In the Fish and Wildiife soction of the Bwean of Rocla-
mation Project Report No. 5-0819-3, "Plan for Dovelopment,
Vallgy Gravity Project, Rio Grande (lower) Basin', there is
mfennmmwmmmmummm
birdas in the Valley:

"This region is especially noted for ite wide
variecty of comon btirds. A st of these would be
very axtensive, im most passerines. Inter-
esting and rare specliecs the followlng:
Audubon's orlols, hooded oriole, sone-tallod hawic,
lerill's pauragus, groove-bllled ani, Sermncit's
thraghar, green jJay, devby fly catcher, and red-
eyed cowbird."
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0f upland pamo, the same report statess

uUpland game values in-the project area are
migh. The eastern white-ulnged dove is abundant and
ip the most important... due to its extrems popular-
ity with the mmter. Mowrning dove are very abundant..

especially in the irrigated areas. Scaled quail are
soarce, being found only in areas not under cultiva-
tion, Cottortail rebbits are relatively scarce.!

The maranal 1ife in the Park area is not important or
particularly notliceable.

Valley", prepared by the Temas Agricultural
Station, A. & I, College of Texan, July 22, , guch &
Wmm:mmmefmu.

Anong the trecs and shrubs most camonly lnowm are
mesquite, ebany (Texas), hnlbmy,n:?oal, hisache, horse

It wms Mr. Harper's opinlon that the many berry producing
trees and ghrubs encouraged the Wird population in the Park.




mummmmdwmuonofm
interest in the park. Few individunls strongly copressed the
need for such public park and recreational areas in the Valley
and the need for developmant of this ona.

Related tion
The Valley countics of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, and

had a cazbinod population in 1940 of 215,803, The growth of
population in those counties bas been as followns

Year Population Increacse
1890 20,958

1900 22,932 1,97h
1910 40,886 17,950
1920 65,861 L, 975
1930 176,452 90,591
1940 a5,603 39,351

Hidalgo County had in 1940 a population of 106,959.
According to the 1930 census, the percemtages of Latin-
Americans in the Counties were as follouss

County Per cent Latin-
American Population

Cameron Lo-50
Hidalgo 50-60
Starr over 70
Willagy 50=60

The pegro populstion in these counties is amall, with
up t¢ ono per cent in Starr, Hidalgo, and Wlllecy and from
one to five per cent in Cameron County.

Host of this Latin-American population is the source of
comuon and agricultural labor in the Vallay.

leereational Use and Possibdlities

The park offers opporbtunities for day-use activities such
as plemeldng, nature study boatdng, fishing, and swlmming
and somo camping. Tho present devolopmont of unlmproved roads
and a fow picnlc areas with some tables benches, and fire-
places is all that 1ls available for use.

The mwber of visitors to the Park as supplied Ly the
Texas State Parks Board are: 1947 - Harch through August ~
3,417, and 1548 - for the year - 38,511.

Pars 1 s George H. Harper, lied tho following
figures for . -
5




Out~of

Jamary 332 266 360 2043 24,03
February 345 299 216 2037 2253
Harch 555 300 150 3310 3460
April Est. Est. 18 621} 6362

These figures for 1949 show a large percembtage of out-of-
state visitors for Jamury, February, and March. From dis-
cusglon with Mr. Harper, it wams obvicus that a good portion
of the campers were from out of the state; however Ilocal
fishermon account for a larger per cent of the camping.

The winter months are the popular months for tourists
and out-of-gtate people to visit the Lower Rio Orande Valley.
The climate cduring those months is very invitdng.

The large attendance for the month of April ls accountsd
for prirerily by the large groups of Latin-Americans
on Bagtor, which to most of them is an annual occamlon to celo-
brate. Mr. Harper estimated that about 75% of the visltors on
Easter were from that group. He showed me a gite where about
1,500 of this group plcemicked at that time. He also atated

that about an equally large percentage of visitors during the
summer monthe were from that group.

This is not due alome from the large percemtage of Latin-
Anordicans in the four counties but also becauss there are but
feu, 1f any othor, phblic parks or recreational areas avall-
able in tho Valley to this population group.

In fact, this park arce seams to be the only public area
ovallable to all of the population in the Valley for rocrea-
tional purposes, other than along the Gulf Coast. logt of
the park and recreationnl areas within ths Valley are private-
1y oumad, doveloped and operated.

Relationship to Other Park Arveas
This park 1s s0 remote from other State parks and any

The Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, located on the

: and one~half miles south of the eity of
Alamo, is an area like the State Park. It has been set aside
by the Fish and Weﬁwvimummmmmmutof
seml~tropical vegetation in which many birds rare in the
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United States, such as the Chackalacas and others are found,
and found only in that part of Taxas.

The ores was eubhorized by the Migratory Bird Commisaion
on Jamuary 27, 1942. On September 1, 1943, it was deeded to
the Federal ‘overmment. It wms established under Dr. Ira
Gabrielson who, 1t is understood, rates 1t as ono of the out-
standing refuges of the Fish and ¥Wildlife Service.

The refuge contains 1980,50 acres of this out
serl-tropical haldtat. During my June 22 visit to the Vallsy,
Mr. Duke and I vimited this refuge. It is obvious even o
one witrained and inexperignced in hiology, botany, or bird
life that the rofuge is superior and more outstanding in such
values than the State Park. The vegotation sppears more
healthy there then in the "ark. There is no grazing in the
refuge and the roads or wvehlcle trails arc of such aligment
and character that no dust is created YWy travel over them.

The effectz of the grazing and dust in the Park is an
obvious as the effects of thoir lacking is in the refuge.

In contacting the Reglon Two Office of the Fish and
Wildlife Service at Albumerque, in which leglaon the refuge
is located; the followlng was learned:

That Service is amxious to keep the rofuge like
it is, and thelr plans for development emphanise
preservation and protoction. If thore is sufficlent
demand, provislion for limited day-use, such an
plonicidng, may be developed.

Thisn may also include some provision for short
period caping of youlh groups and parsons wlth
sclentific interest on permit and reservation basis.
Other camping would be discournged or even prohibited.

Roads and foot trails would be lkept primitive as
thay are now.

Facilities Required for mllmgg

Since guch a great pertion of the Park is subject to over-
flow during {lood stages of the Rlo Grande, only limited
dovelopnent can be justified.

It seems that this overflow 1s essentisl to some of the
plant growth; however, without it, if sufficient rainfall is
aveilable the plamts would not suffar.

7




m.wmdmtmwmmdm
Paxrk franm ebout two and & half yuars ago, therc was sbout a
Plve-year perlod of dry years and no overflmm, during which
tdmmm of the vegetation suffored. Ho stated that in the
past vo nonths the Park has been overflowed four times.

t.haﬂ.‘rtbsi.mew,Ba. When tho Falcon lem is campleted, it
i axpected that the freguancy of thess overflows ulll be

L

mmmd-mdbammthanoftmﬂwm
cortainly of alow speed in character. If kept to that
standard and located to avold low ppote, it might not be
necessary to use any surfacing material on them.

Pionic and Canplng Arcas
Hore mﬂmmwmmmm

areas should p:rov.l. particularly in close proximity to
tho lakes or resacas in the Park.

Hater and Senitary Fasilities

Potable water should be supplied to the pilenic and
camping areas. This, it is undergtood, can be eccomplished
elther by & gravity water line from the water supply at the
manager's house or by a well or wolls near the developed areas.

It geems that pit toilets will be satisfactory for sanitary
facilities in the picnds and carping areas.

All of thess facilities should be designed and constructed
to withstand the overflos with ap little dumge as 1t is
ponagibie. '

Vanagerent and Utility Area

An additional residence and utility bullding for equipment
and materials seen necessary in this area.

mm‘. Accoamodations

Facilities for meals, lunches. and overnight accommodations
do not appear to be needed in the present Park area.
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Land Status

The land status map ingluded in thds report clearly
shows lands now owmed hy the State and within tho Park and
other lands avallnble for addition to the Park. The land
shown ao addition by aceretions (epproximately 300 acres)
i conzldered as balng cumed by the Siate.

That shown as State Park Property was donated by the
Bemtsan Brothers. The Kings Banco trach ouned bty the
Bentaen Brothers is avallablas for an addition to the Park.

The private propexrty owned by ¥r. Boyd is apparently
not avellable for addition to the Park.

Swwary of Findings

1. Only the biclogical values of the Bantsen Rio Grande
Valley State Park could poasibly be conaldered ag of natdonal
significance. These values are primarily the plant and bird
life contained theredn.

qmlityandonuhrmm,memﬁdmdinthasmm
mmmw«mmﬂmmmm.mh

seven years ago. Therefore, there already excists in
thn?ﬂley umwwzsmuwm,
mwmmmmmawmms.
Fish and Wildlife Sérvice for the preservaidon sl protection
of such hiological values. The Park could be of only
secondary walue and gignificanco to the refuge.

2. Aside from tho blalogical values, the Steste Park
area hag no interest or feature of matlonal giprificance,

3. Amalysis of visitation at the Park definltely indl-
catas that it ip primarily of only loecel interest and appeal,
Even though records show many visitors to the Park from
out~af-the-Valley and oub-of-the-State, 1t is the Valley and
ﬁmmumﬁchmmmmmm

4. There is a lack of public areas for park and rec-
reational purposes in the Vallegy. Such arcas are definitely
necded, and tho Bentgen Rio Grande Valley State Park should
remain as a State Park to help satisfy that need.

5. Additional and development is noeded in the
Park to properly visitors.
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6. The valus of tho Park for public recreational use

be greatly enhanced Yy combdming the Park and its develop-
mmtm.thtlntoi'mdmmimw

Tho proposed reservolr will cover cpproximatoly 60 acres
or nore of the Park land. With the addition of somo land
acquired for rescrvoir purposes, it seemw possible 4o have
about one-half milc of Park fromtago upon the rescrvelyr. Such
mmmmmtmtomwumm
tunities and wlue of the Paxi.

It pecns posglible in the approval and authorisation of
the reservodir of the Valley Gravity Project, that an agreement
mumwmmamm
provids the development necded in the Park and on the ghore
of the reservoir in cxchenge for tho State land required for
renorvely purposes.

Lecormendation

1t is gpecifically recommended that the Bemtsen Rio
Grande Valley State Park not be considered for matlomal park
or nomment status.

It ig recomended that the Park be tied inmto and made a
part of the recreational development which is possible along
the south shore of the proposed Misglion Reserveir and that
the adaimigtration thereof remain as a State Park with the
Texzas State Parks Board.

Burean of Neclamation - Valley Gravity Project Qffico

Base map for location mep, small photogropls in
park and transportetion, Jume 21 and 22.

U. 5. Fish and Wildlife Service — Roglon Two Office

Iata on Santa Amn lHational Wildlife Refuge.

John J. I == Roglon Three, Hatiomsl Pari Service
Cover and mapa.

Mlton J. HeColn

Fegional Chief of land
mb&g’lgw““ and Recreationnl Planming



Harpers Ferry Center

SEPARATION SHEET

Description of Material

Photographs: Rio Grande Valley State Park, 1949

Collection Name

Proposed Areas

Record Series

Series I1I: Park Planning, Facilities, and Lands Records, Subseries E: Proposed Areas

Original Location

Folder Title: Individual Proposals: Intermountain — TX — Bentsen — Rio Grande Valley State Park, 1949
Box #2 Folder # 6

New Location

HFCA Willow Springs, Rm 129
Proposed Areas Box 15 (Binder Box)

Separated by: Lloyd S. Williams Date: 2/20/2015




Caretaker's house
in northwest por-
tion of Park

Taken from water tower at
caretaker's house looking
southeast over Park

Photographs by Bureau of Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project



Trail leading to
a picnic area

One of several picnic
areas within the Park

Section of road
within picnic area

Photographs by Bureau of Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project



Hesaca or lake on
west boundary of

park looking
northeast

Taken from same
place as above
photograph but
looking southwest

Ancther picnic
area near lake

Photographs by Bureaun of Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project



Large ebony
tree in Park

Rio Grande along south
border of Park Looking
downstream or southeast

Same as above looking
upstream or northwest

Photographs by Bureau of Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project



Views along Park's secondary
roads showing moss growth on trees

Photographs by Milton J. McColm

Another view of
secondary road
within Park...
Rio Grande in
background



Views along main loop
road showing size and char-
acter of vegetative cover

Bank along Rlo Grande
showing height at
! normal water level

Photographs by Milton J. McColm



Aerial View of Park Looking to the

East with Rio Grande in Lower Right Corner

Photographs Courtesy Texas State Parks Board




Aerial View of Park Showing Dengse Tree and Shrub Growth

Photographs Courtesy Texas State Parks Board




View From Air Looking up Rio Grande or Northwest

1 Photographs Courtesy Texas State Parks Board
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