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mmsEN RIO ClRAI VA!JZ! STATE PARK 

~on 

By lobtcr of March 18, 1949, tho Honora.blo Ll.a.1d u. 
Bcmtaan, Jr., Houco of llaprcaantntivoo,, madD a rcquurl; to tho 
I?1.roctor of tho t:o.tj~iJ. Park rvico to give co:naidomtd.on 
to tho canvomion of Bmtccn Rio G.nmdo VGllo;v StBto Park, 
Tcaaw, to !IntionQl Park otatus. 

0ollgl'C3SODJl Bcntccn bml pl'O'lious:cy- d:l.ocus:Jod bio pro-. 
pc>QL\l. td.th l..r. c. L. l'art.h o£ the D1.roctor1D ato.tt. 

In tho ntrector•o answer of • !arch JO, 1949, to ~­
mm Bcntacm' o lettor of Ma.rch lB, 19119 ho stated tmt bo ma 
onklna Reg1QM1 D1ractor u. R. '1'1llataon at ~ Fo, 1101:1 
!Icx1co' to baTO an 1nvoatir:ation mdG of tbo PQl'k Gt tba 
t1rat opportunity. 

On April 6, 1949, Rccl.cmal Jl1zoator Tillotoon addeod 
tho D1.rootor that tm roqumrtod invcat:1{;ntion and rcpux•t; 
uould be taO.do soon ar a.1; l.c!Jat prior to Juno ;o, 1949, and 
tha.t Hr. Gordon K., Shearer, Emcutivu Socrot.ar.r of tho Tc:xns 
Stato Plll'ko Bo:ird would be a.dv1aod and conaultod in roopoct 

I to tho invoatbtion and repcri,,. 
("'-

,.... sumoquont thcroto, ~s woro ?:UJ.do to caot Mr. 
Sbottror nt Au:rt1n, Tama, and for hi.a to nccac;>ort;/ mo on t ho 
1rzrDaticntion 0£ tho Park. 

On llonday, ?·!q 9, I new to Austin and mt 1d.th mxi 
d:1sCU3DOd tho Park and tho :tnvaat.1catian with Mr. Sbcnrcr and 
V.r. Uorn.cot G. Bono, Architect at l:r. Sbco.rar1B atatt. Ur. 
Dmm bcld collcctod and oo3Ctihlod mtarln1 on tho Park, 1mich 
b..10 been of cmmidomblo valuD 1n tho ~tion and thia 
raport,. Tho dLGcuaed.cm likcul.oo, GELVO ao a.dd1t1onal intOJ'C:L­
tion. 

Tho !ollouin3 COrnins J Mr. i)hcnror am. I loft Austin US.th 
transport.at.ion .tumisbod by r-tr. Sbc.aror for litoaion, Tmno. 
On cntor:hu tho Val.lo1 DCllml n1l.a!J north of Bdcnb.lrg, Tama, 
uc cmcountorcd 4 llcht rain. 1:0 arrived at ?:1aaian Tm:co, 
shortq ofter 6100 P. n. 

Tho ncctt tm"D1no it ms raS.ninu Wd mid contimJad ao 
vh1lo 'tJ3 mro in tho Pm-k. Boco.u:JG of tb1a nd.n, it uaa in­
pcmsiblo tor ua to ace orq ot tho Pnrk cxcapt tmt iJ:ccdia.to­
~ c.djacent to lfalmeor Oeorcc H. Harpor'a pcu'k rooidcDCC. 



I1r. Ho.xpor ntttto4 tm.t if tho min~ otop and tho mm 
WOl11d Ct:ElO mt c;ood tor o. ~ OX' tw, UiJ caald tbcn Got ovor 
tlD roa.c:J :1.n tho Pam. It UlD ov.tdrmt that tllJ ndn t:ctild 
Cont1n1lo fol• CCIXl t4.al. ?~. ~had recd.vet\ au:· :tatbl::ir 
rupntt over tbo 1Ud1o ~ it wa 11~ to ccmtinuD fOl' 
~ hom.'D. . '1bcraforo, ~ ~ mtA, cct::QQJl;a, 
end dlacwaicm? l?ith :icqua1ntcd uLth tbo ~) 
f=.t'Urcot UtlO and ~ of 1;bo Pm"~ 'UD1'0 ll.CCGll>linW nt 
tmt tim. 

I lad ~ 1xlcn into tht.o pu'k mm ~ l9J:S ~ 
IV' fin;t ti!;> on~ of tho rccimtia:J:il aapccto ot 
tbo Va.llfV' Gr:ivity ~ ~. 

Qol Juno 22, l91&9, I QBD,in "(.lo:1 tad tho Ptl1'k cmd in tho 
ccqxn::o- of Pm.1t l~ ~ mxl ~. E. B. JJW:o of tho ........... !;TTII 

of Rocln~~ ilblo to tl\lm n tmo oai:ploto nncl ~ 
bcmd.vo an of tbD m-ea • 

• !e#cm of tho Arm 

Tho Bentocn Rio Grando ValloT sto.to Pam almto upari tbo 
Rio Grando!' 'ibo mxt-nmco to tho ~ ia ~four 
n1r liZJC cUoo oouth:m::Jt. Of l:fl.ml.m.l,, Bidtl.1co Comtty, 'l -

Tho mJf, ~Jbln &tCCC:lS road to the Perk :la ~ hard 
OU1'fo.ca rocd rmmtna oa\ltb ~ at tl:tat.d.m about thToG 1'lf.J.ao 
to tbo ti:W.tmy talcnraph rotld t!Qico ~l:v' cm -tbo 
crnvol l:Nrfaco aW.tr.1.J'.r road fcg about thrco tlOr9 m1co to 
tbca Pmit c:ntronco.. (Sao lDctltiaD and A.ooo:;.:J l!':p) 

Tho ~ o£ tbo 1a ~cnl of ri'VCr bott.a::i 
~ to ~ c1D.ft1Da xiwr cbo.tmol rJld aubjcct ~ 
owr!lcn1 ~ tl.ood ~ of tm r.Lvar. 

Bl.avnt.1.on ~ ~ tm .inrk ~ ~ 
llD mld 115 feet rm., ldth e. vr:t:!3 ODlll m.'tA mar tm antre.nco 
llDd :trm~ B1lZ'1"0Qlltttn"' tho Pam r..mi:r.ccr• a rcs:1dcnco a.t 
1'.."0 fDat in oJ.ov.rt4oD. At nmml ri"Var tlot1, tbo amid,..,.. ... ,~ 
aro ~~ 20 £cat cboio tho u:itcr. 

Cl1rnto 

1'bo nJ:Jrnto in tho Wlla3' in ~ tho Pm-k iG 1omtod 
!a ocd.-t:icpl.cnl. c.nd oa:Jl~. Tho mm onnunl tc :i v=tui'O 
a.t ~. ~ .$0 tl.Uco to tho ~:la 
73°, u1tb a ~tion bot'iJDCl Jm:1Wl17 Gnd Jul\r of ~ 
twlvo at Blv.m:M.llo mid n ol1cbt:cy' e:rcntar v:ir!c.tion 
at H:lmicm nca.r tho Pozk. 
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Tllo ~ front rroo ~ Gc:mon nt lr.iQ;dan 1a :uw 
pmWd. to bo 310 ~-

~ proam1U:ca ulnd dmi%la coat of tho JQOr io f%'aC1 tho 
Goutbcnot.. ~tho uS.ntar, cold YLnctJ OCQ'D"-~ CCD:J 
i'1Ul tho north. Al~ tm ~"'Dr Rio Omndo Vallc::r ia oub-· 
jcct to trap1ml. ~ ~in tho Oulf of 1~, 
m1b' tw hlvo croacod tho VD1l.q in rocant ~· ~ 
occurrc<l ~~ 4 a.nd ~ 4 end s, in 1933. 

Scon1c Fcnturcn 

anq tbo ~ mid t,m 'V:lm1 ldx2.Cb om can cat. 'tzy' look-­
~ =roes and ~ ond dg.:n the Rio ~ =n bo elaiwcd en 
6CC11c t'o:ltm'c:J. lla:no Of thc.:Jo aro oo outatmi~ D.:J to drQ.v 
v.tm.toro to tbD arc. £cr the= oJ cm • 

. ~ 
Tho ~ ceolOf.7. mt.ch ~ bo of inf;argat, to oo;:n 

'Viaitm'o iD tbD ~un:l\T to .iuth:rt;o)3 Obam"?O tho o.tteats 
at chcmol ~ b3' tho f'l'OqUmt ~ of tho Rio Grando. 
A ~ all ui1.1 o! ~ 61 000 tact 1n depth 1a in tbo Park. 

UfJdl1fo 

Freil llr. acarco H. HA:rpo:t-_, 1-'tu:k l" , and o. raport; of 
tm r.Lah m:rd 13.l.dli to ~""'Vi~ UUJ ~ tlmt tbo m-ca 
io a vor.L~"\hlo ~ for • Th1D "umJ ~ duriJlB 
tm~tdon· 

In tbo Fl.Db atLt! l:!lrtlif'a oo t.1cm of tm SU1"Cm1 of It.oala.­
mtion Project; Rcyort Do. S-o619--.3, "Plan tar~. 
Valley' Grav:Lt7 Project, Rio i1nmm (J.ovt.r) :~1, ~ 1D 
ta, i'~ in ro..9c:roo.oo to ~ 1n:lactivarot1ZJ mid ScmtI 
b1rdn in tm v~~ 

"Thi.a l'O(Jicn io c:lpea1aJq notod fer ito l4.dD 
wrot-Oty of ca t l1im b1rd:J. A llat a! tb::::o t.'Wld be 
vcr'1' axtcn!dvo,, :fm.1udi~ i:=;t po.a:::arl...mw. Inter­
~ cmI ra.ro c;pcalca incJN!o tho follou:11231 

Au&.iban1 o o:d.olo, boodc:1 oriolo.t s: -to.1l.od b:l=,, 
!cr.Ul•a ~"UC, ~ant., Lc:mett•a 
thrntlbm', crccn tiey, dcrbj £J;y catcbtr mtd tcd ... 
QyCd coUbird. f1 



ot ,.,.,,.,,,, cam, t,bD cam report statcs• 

«Upland camo w.U.ucs 1n ·tbe project C'Oa D.t"O 
hi.ah· Tho cmstarn Wito-ubJGed dove io abQndnnt ml4 
1D tho Dl>8t ~-.. dDe to its azt,rc:I) popular­
ity iii.th tho mmtcr. HD\1mins davo are V817 amoonm; •• 
'i'ho roc1-bUlod p1£ecm, uhite•trontcd dovo and 
cbac'm1ac:m (Mmdcom r;am cockB) are found 1n 
mitlbm'O. Tama bobublto tpa11 are frd.r~ a.bmld:mt, 
cupooinll7 in the in-foited anma. Scaled qu:&il are 
Bcm"CO, ba:1Da found~ 1n Al'CaD not, undm' cult1-qa­
ticm.. Cot~ rabb1ts ore mlativoll' ac.arco.11 

Tho ranmn' lite in tba Park arm is not iq>ortmit, or 
portJ.cular~ nat1coablo. 

V~tion 

Tho Ckmao troo, uhrub and plant groutb Wb1.ch covuro a 
mjor port1an of tho Pnrk is 01Xl of tho fcu 1m'co rcni1mna, 
dGD:JO stands of oact-tropical plant matori41D mtivo to the 
river bottaci lBnd in tho :r.mi:r R1.o Grnnde VA1107. 

t?o nttclpt. ha.a, tilmo 'lttr, bean mdD to ~ tho 
t1mQ" VDr1otica Of t.rcca, ahrubB and .f'lAM:i:'I in tho Perk, bit 
tl"Ctl obwrvutian, ocu:cnta recoivod., ond a ruv.law of a l'Vpcrtf 
OD nPlamt;o of Ormnont.ol VQl.ue DA.tivo to tho Louer Rio Gronm 
Vall.EV', prapcil'9d tq tbo t Agri~tural ~ 
Sto.tian, A. &. n. Coll :-:e or Tm:no, ~ 22, 1940~ ouch s. 
~ wW.d list a comidarablo ""'1ber of apec:S.c:r~ 

&Jlmg tho t:rooa and ahrllbo %lOQt Cmmn'l.r lmcam Are 
IZDqld.to, cboJJ3' (Taua), ,,,,~, n1nosa, Jm1.aacha, home 
been; co.taolaw, aah, elm, ~ o.nd holl.'1• 

It wa Mr. Bal'par •a cpS.nion tbD.t tbD miv borr.y produc:t.ns 
tJtcc:J mid abrlibD cmcouracccl tba b!.rd popul4t:Lon in the Pftl'k. 

Attitudo of ~ J.Yae.a and Qrgzm.1.mt1op? 

Tho TG:ClD State Pc.l'b Bm.rd ~ dBairc3 to mta1n 
.tho BcmtGcn Rio Gmndo v~ state Park in the state Pa:rt 
oyutc:i Gmi ia omd DUD to provide tho rcqu1rcd ~ in 
tho area. To dBto, the ilourd ha:J not been ablo to GQ't. tho 
~ 1'lnds frao tbD lcG1olnture for auch drm:ilop::«Jt and 
(bxJ not 800 tho pomd."b1lity at SUCh .tmQ f~ in tho 
DCAr future. 



Tborc iD no cencml and concortod 1JB111£eata.tion or local 
interest in tlw park. Fcu indt.vidwllo ~ axprc.c:icd tbQ 
need for auch public ~ and recrca.t.1.oml o.rcas in tho Volla;y 
and tho ~d for ~ o! this ono. 

~lo.tcd Pt;Jul.o.tion 

The v~ countico o£ Cm:mron., HidaJcO, sta.rr, o.nd \iillaay 
had a c<nl:d-nnd population in 1940 of 21$,803. Tno ~h Of 
populatJ.on in those oountic.3 ma 'been aa follc:nl%Jt 

Yem- Pomzlo.tian Inere:uJO -
1890 20,9$S 
1900 22,932 l,97h 
1910 J.aQ,886 17,954 
J920 "S,861 44,975 
1930 176,}62 90,,91 
1940 215,803 39,3Sl 

Hi.c!4J.8o CountQ had in 1940 a pa;pulation of 106,959. 
Accord2.nil to the 19.30 ccnmw, tho percczrt,n.ucs ot !Atin­
AlI:crlcnn!J in tho Countiea wore a.a !'ollmm 1 

Per cent Lntin-
.Amr.1.c;Dr. Populo.tJ.on 

40~ 
!)0-60 
ovor 70 
~ 

Tba l1CO"O populntion in tbc:Jo ccunticn is m:l.1, ld.th 
up to one pcl" cem in Starr, Hl.Cll.,~, u..d' llc.ey mid troc 
aDD to five per cent in Cm:m'ml ~. 

l~ of this Lotin-AI:lCrican popula.tion is the source of 
w:riom am agrJ.cultural lo.bor in tbo Vallc.Y· 

RooreAtion.11 Uuc and Posaibilitios 

Tho pnrk offora opporWn:i.tiCD for dq-uso activitica ouch 
o.o picnicking" rm.turo atuey boati!Ji!, fu~, and B\l1rnl.ng 
and Baca ~ • Tho present. devolopmant of unb:;>rovcd 1"0l1dzJ 
and a fcu picmi.o Cl'ClD ·u1.th OCEJO to.bl.ea bencbca, ond tiro­
placcs 1o all thnt 1D avai J Abl c for uso. 

Tbe m.m1bcr of v:Laitmoo to tho PD.1'k tUJ IJUPlllicd by tho 
T~ Stato Pnl"ka Board arcn 1947 - .:arch tllrouG1 A ust -
.3,hJ.7,, and 19h8 - £or tm ;yoa.r - J8,$ll. 

PD.l'k Ua.nacor, QGOr(;O B. Ha1'pcr, CUP.Plied tbo fol.lmdlla 
tisurcs £or 192'9· 
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Oiit-ot 
l'.Dllth Taxns Stnto 2ef!rs r:tg; Viaitoru Totol 

Jmmn.rr 332 266 360 2043 21P3 
bruarJ' ~ 299 216 2037 22S3 

Ho.rch SSS 300 l$O 3310 3460 
April !:st. Est. 148 6214 6.362 

Those ~1UI'CD for 19la obw o. large parcmrto3o at out-of­
stntc vial. tors tor Jmm:i:cy', Felml.ary, and YJQ'Ch. Fra::i d1:J­
cu:m!.an 14th Kr. Un.rpor, it mo obvious th:it a eood portion 
of tho c.-cpcrD uoro tra:n out 0£ the utateJ howvor local 
1'1.obormon o.ccount, tar a. la.rgar per cant of tho car;rl ng. 

Tho vlntm" nanth:J a.ro tho papul.a.r conths tor touriBta 
mid out-of-at.ate pcop.l.o to viait thD taw.r Rio ... • v~. 
The al1mto c!urJ.ItB tboso mo:rt;m, io ver.r 1.ndt..1%18. 

Tho lame attc:itbnco for t cant.h of Aprt...l. i o a.cccnmtcd 
for~ by tho largo r,l'CNpS o! La.tin-l~can:i picnicld.ng 
en Enatcr, vbich to most of tba:i 1n an annual occnn.lon to ccl.o­
bmte. Hr. Harper ~tod tmt about 7$ of t.bo v.1.citoro on 
r.n.etor UU'C fr= that ~. Ho llhowcd t:JC o. a:Ltc t-m.ro a.bout 
1,,.$00 o1' thio crotlP picn:L , at tmt t:lm. Ho also ato.tcd 
tlm.t ®out, an~ l.Qrco pcrca:n1..aGe Qf vi.oitoro dur1IJe thD 
~ nombEJ wrc fram that r;roup. 

TW..0 iD oat duo QJ.ono fra:i tho lar o p l'Cont.c.so ot Lntin• 
.Anoncam.i in tho four countioa but alao be~ tboro D..nl but 
fau, it aey ctbo.r,, pbbl1c p:lrlm or rccrc:ltion:il aroaD avuil­
Ablo :tn tho v~ to thia population group. 

In fa.ct I thia pa.rlc l.\I'Ca C~ to be tho ~ public arcl 
lt'V3.1J.nblo to QJ.l. of the ulation in th:> Vlllla.r for rocrca-
t1anal purpo:ie:1, other tho.n nlm\: t! Gulf co=t.. ?!oat cf 
tbD po:rk and recrca.tioml 4l'C3D tdt!tln tho Va.llqy llrCI priwto­
~ otmt?d, davolopcd mM1 opcr::ited. 

I elations}$> to other Pork Arona 

Thia park ia so ~ f1'0t1 at.bar St4to parks a.:cd m\Y 
Imtiana.l Pllt'k that no relat.icmlbip tbarrto 1a cmlSiderod. It 
is over 100 rt!.l.c:J traD tho nc:iro:st, stato po.rkJ n=inl~, I.al:tl 
Corp-i.l!J Cbrifrt.d. • 

Thm'c oro Cm:xn'OZ1 County crJ:m:d laD1u on tho ialand:l 
1lC3r tho mouth at tbo RiO Ql"CJlda t:bicb aro avn11f\blo to tho 
public tor bench type %'CC1'C:l.tian. 

Tho Santa Ana Nat.iCJ!1al ltildlifo Rotugo, located on tho 
rivor about aevcn ~ ono-b:ilJ: :cilmJ south of tho city' of 
Alm3o, 1o an m"Cn 1iko the State Park.. It m.o been oat md.do 
b3' tho Fiab nnd -t l dltfo Sorvico u mi~ habitat of 
oa:d.-trop.i.cal. vcaotnt.1.on in wb.1.ch l!lal\Y bir<!D r:ire in tho 
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United Sto.tC::J, such a:1 the CbaclmlseaD mid ct-~o o.ro found, 
o.nd £oond an:cy- in that part; or Tcmm. 

The area. tt:UJ o.uthor.1.zod 'b3° tho Misr.ltor.r Bird Cczmssian 
JCllJU017 271 lSJa. On Saptc::bar 1, 1943, 1.t 1QD Gacdcd to 

thB Fodera:!. ovtll"%X:IXmt. It Y:JD c:Jtohl1sbcd 11:\der Dr. Im 
Go.brlolnon uho, it :Lo understood, mtcs it 03 O,iX) ot the ~ 
stand! rJ3 rofuacs at tho F:t.ah a.nd 'Hl.l dl1 fo Scrvico. 

Tho rofur.o cantains 1980.SO acrea ot thio autatancling 
Dt'CL-tropical lmb1tnt. During qy- Juno 22 v.1a:Lt to tho Valla71 

Mr. Duke mid I viaitcd this ~o. It ia obvioua oven to 
om untmtncd and inoxperianced in biolo37, botan.Y 1 or bird 
l:lfo that tho rnrace :ta superior and :t10re out.atmid1.ng in auch 
vnlUeD thml the Sta.to P011c. The vo(IOtntion appc:iro more 
healtl:\Y there "then in tho .ark. Tharo is no cro.ain.l in the 
rcfu8o and tho ronds or vclrl ala tmila arc o.t such ~ • 
and chu.rnator tluit no run ia croa.ted by travel avor thal. 

Tho e.!focta o£ the ~ QnG. di.lat in the Park is ml 
oi:7vious u tho c.!'£eots of their J.Ack:!ns iD in tho rohwr.o· 

In contac'Una tho r~ T'tXJ Ottica or tho J'!.Dh i::::sd 
Wi.JcDifo ;;;orvJ.co o.t Albuquerquo, in ulILch ~..ccion t ~ 
ifJ 1oca d, t' !ol.l.awi.ng l:a:t lcimada 

That SUvico is an:daua to keep tho rotueo 111cc 
it ia, and tbair pl.r:uus £or davel.o-~ C4JPhaaizD 
prcaerw.tian· and protection. If thoro iJ:I BU£.tiaiattt; 
dmnnd, provia:J.on £or licitcd da.Y-use, auch o.o 
p:Lan1cld.nfi, r:a:T bo davolopcd. 

Thia C'J33 WO incllJdo Cai?lC provia1cn for abort 
por!od c:mp! ~ of youth [TOUp3 4Ild paruoru.J il1 th 
aciant.Uic 1ntoroat on porm:l:li and reservation ~. 
Other ~ l n,"' llCUld diDCCJUl"llbOd or oven proh:lb1.tcd. 

Roadn Md foot trail.D t:ould be b.;lpt pr.lul.t.1.T&@ 
tbo,y' Q.l'O DOU• 

:Faa1J:Lties !'~d :ror ~ 

Since such a c;rcn.t portion of tho Park 1a subjoct to over­
flow ~ flood atar;ot.t o.t tho Rlo Grando, ODl;y' l!mtcd 
davelopoent can be juatificd. 

It, th:Lt this overflow is -cntia.a. to (JCD) of tho 
plant grouthJ bawaver, uithout i.t, it suttia1cmt mintall i&J 
a.vn1 lnblo tho planto wuld not out.fer. 
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Ur .. ~ rc:portod tmt prior to his ~c:£1It of the 
Perk fraa a'batr& t"OO ru1d 11 half :ytW'D 4'Q, thoro U:W o.baut. a 
five~ period Of dJzy' 1GaJ:S Ol1d JlQ ovar.f'lAm:I, chu-inu dlioh 
t.im 111\l.Ch of t?n :"'fJl:.a.tion auttorcd. Ho stated tmt in tho 
po.at Wal.VO oanths tho t"nrk has blx%l over.flaucd four ti.at.;: 
th.a first ainOo l932· \ 1hcn tbo Fnl.con ia ~> it 
io CJpOcted that tbo .t'roqw::ncy of thua avori'lot::J uf.l1 bo 
rccblCGd. 

Raad.ls 

The main loop road in tbo Pnrk in outticient 1n ld.dth 
and of fair]3" good oJiemmmt.. 'l'horo are - too lm1s tont"Cnta 
wtd.ch anccurQGD fltlf.'r1a1ent cppod to ~te much dwJt ~ 
drJ porioc!D. Th1D roo.d nocC3 tulo in low plncca, d:m1.tm.co 
otzwucturos and A dw:rli troo aurfaco. 'l'bcre soc:m to bo too 
mru ooaa:Ma17 ro !:J. A dcta1lGd ~ atucy ti1tJtt 
po::sal.b]3' nlim.tm.to 6C%Xt or tOO:;o. It i.a ~ thllt thc:le 
GOCcmc:l;J.r.y roc.&J ncod bB no caro tmn of tl'C'll t3P0 and 
~ of Blow spood in ch'lrnctcr. If kept to tmt 
atmld.-ird wlt': located to nvoid lau JJPO"ta, it tii.Ght not be 
~ to tme mv- suri"o.c:l.n3 m.tcriaJ. on tha!l. 

ficmic and CrotJdpu Arena 

l!oro omqlleto, r:cncroJ. am ~type picntc o.nd crrp:tne 
t&rC:l9 sbauld be prov.!.tbd particular~ in ol.ose prm:inlty to 
tho lakes or ~MD :Ln tho nrk. 

~ end BanLtB:z. !~~tica 
Potablo mtcr obauld bo auppliod to tbe picnic a.nd 

cm:rpin3 areas. ThLo1 it is lQ.dcrotooc:l_, c:m be ~CO!:l'ii;~Hohed 
cd.tbQr b';r A ~v.1.tq uater lino .tr= the lQtor auw~ at tho 
~er 'a hawlO or b;v" a. uoll or UlllD m# tho dD'valopod arc:in. 

It aoc:t1 that. pit tcxllatu uU1 bo aatia.t'aotocy far oattttary 
£1loil1tic;:i in tho picnf.o and. ~ :"C:lD· 

All of tbcso !'o.dlitic:s ohouJ.d bo dca:1aiEd and canstra.cted 
to ul.t.b:Jtcmd tho ovcrflcn.":J ldth DD Jittlo C.S it iG 
pooa1blo. 

An 4ddit.ionll.1. ~dcnco Gnd utili1zy" buildlng for oquip::cnt. 
And mto..""iaJJJ BCIQ D00CZlS.D.I7 in th:1.a Cl"ea• 

~htiAcc~ 

F:lcilitias :tor =mlB luncllc3. and overn1cht nee ti.om 
do mt. ~ to bo nocdcd in tbe ~ Park o.ro::i.. 
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?.and Status 

Tho lnnd Gto.tus no;p inoluded in th1a report cimr:cy­
orm::s l.tul&J t10U O\:Jr:ld b,1 the state and ld.thin tho Pnrk 
otbor l..ttnd3 a.w1ltlblo tor a.ddl.tion to thB Park. Tho ltmd 
ahcr.m Q..':J nadl.t.ion by 4CC!'etia.J:J (~~ ,300 o.crcs) 
io con:xl.mrod u bal.n3 oenc 1:ti' tho Sta.to. 

That obm:n aa &to Park ~ ma dontrtod b-/ tbo 
Dantaon ~hcra. TOO K1ncJJ J3:mco tract Ot:mOd '\:u tho 
B<m:tacn Brathcro ia nw'lab'Jo for mi addltion to tbD Pm. 

~ O;f ~ 

l. ~ t b1olo31~ vn1uc:J of t 
Vo.1101 state Parle could ~ bo c.on:l~rott a.a cf mrt..i.aml. 
Bir,nl e canca. TbctJ vnluat a.ro ~ tho pl.mt w bird 
lifo ~oit-~ tbcrcin. 

Howwr, t in an ~ bot 
qUality and on o. lal~,. • crcJ.., ore c:antad.nad in t Sc.nta 
at.1.mml Ulltnito Wtch c;:;t,;Jl:)li.Dhcd a. littlo 
o~ BCVCm 1CQ1'U CBO• Tbcrcforc t ro ~ c:dDUJ in 
tho Vallar, ttlt.hin to31' 25 ~ at tho ~' am 
area. under Fodcral jurisdiction o.d::Ji.niato:rd b;T" tho u. s. 
Fl.ah cm. al.dli£e co far tha p:rcocrvntion end protoct1on 
of BU.Ch biolcuicnl. vnl.u.03. Tbs P~ could bo o£ onq-
~ 'v:Wlo and ·~co.nco to ro...~. 

2. Anid!l • th:: bio.1D{;l. c:ll , tho St..nto nr~ 
area. Jn~ no :int '1r' £, :turo o! mticn::tl. ~ 

3. !ml.1D1o of viaito:t:.i.on a.t tm Park clQfinl~ indi­
catc:J tb:l.t it io ~ of oncy lo~l .1nterc!1t LUld Q!'i)O:il, 
Even tbo\1::h ~ Dhml ~ vi:tl.t<JrD· t.o tbo nrk i'ral 
aut-af-tho-ValJ.a.r Md out-of~-St.a.to1 it in tho Vtlllcy' 
tho t-d.ritor cllJ:O.tc tbcra1!1 :t;Lch Alttracts tho:: viaitoro D.nd 
not tho P::,rk. 

4. Tbaro 1G a le.ck of pubJj.c ror p:.rlt rec. ... 
rcirt.i.nml !JU1'POOc:I in t Vc.lloy. Gu.ch .. nro definite~ 
needed, D.lld t.bo • Rio OI'ClldB Vnll.oy ., tc hou1d 
n::tn1n no a Stuto Park to baJp ~ t n::cd. 

5. Addttioml and ~ ~ ia mcccu in tho 
Pm to propor:cy accttD>cbl;o viaitoro. 
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6. The vnluo of tho Pnrk far public rccroatiom.J uao 
cmi be crcatl.1 onlrmcod tu cmM"'UJ tho Park and it.a 6:Jvolap­
~ uith tha.t at propa::cd H:LmJion r~. 

'ihl p:ro.poood ~ uW. oavor opprorlznnto;q 60 acrcJ 
ar Dll"O of tho Pnrk llmd. l.ith tbo nddttian of amo land 
acqu1rcc:1 tor rc=orvair ~- it l1aml poaa.1.blo to have 
nbout cmo-ba1£ a1lo ot l'mk tMntaco upon tho 1'C30t'V01i".. SUch 
olmo trontoco tlOUld add arcct'.b' to tbe l'CCl'CatiamJ C7,9PQl'-
tunit1oo OlJd wluo ot t.lX:t .:. 

It Ooc;::J pooail>lD in tho opprova1 QDd Q1%thar1.smt1cm of 
tbo reoorva:!.r of tho Vol.lq GnrdfJ Project, t.mt An ~ 
ccmld ba t1Uthol'inod t!lcrc'JV' tho uzrc:m of F..oal.a:!:ntian could 
provido tbo ~ ncodcd in tho ... 18$ and on tbo ohoro 
ot the rcoorva1r in oxcbanu-a tor tho state land rcqu1rcd for 
rcoo?'VQ1.r pmpocco. 

r.ccm:anmtian 

It 1a apooS.fi~ l'CCl I :¥:lldcd tlnt tho Bcmt,ccn Rio 
Grcndo Voll.03' state Pork not bo ccm31dm'cd for mt:Laml park 
or IilmlmJCnt. ata.tua. 

It ia t t tbo 1: a.rk: be tied into GDd mdD n 
part, or tm ~t.1cm'1 ~ tmich 1D pcxmiblo ~ 
tba aouth GbOro ot tbl ~ IH.oaion Rc"'...c..~ and tmt 
'tho ~on tborco.t rc:nin '1D a Sta.to Pnrk vlth tm 
TC%1lt.J sta.to Perks~. 

Acknat~ntg 

Tc:mn St.etc 

Daao t1DP ot pcm crc:i, &!.Cl"lnl photo~ and 
otbc:r d.'ltn. 

Barcm of Rcolcrntion - VoJlctr Gr<!Tlt.v l rojcct Ottl.co 

~o ~ tcr loc:iticm s:q>, C!l:lll ~ in 
pa.."'k a.nd ~rtat.1.on., JUUJ 21 mid 22. 

u. s. Fioh and. tli.ldlito Borv1co - RoGLon Two Qttico 

Iht4 on zantn Am IlntiOll!ll UildU ro P.c.fUG>. 

Jo!m ! • ?~~ - i.DGion Thrco1 Ib.tio:nl Park SCrvico 
Cavel' mid capo. 

10 



Harpers Ferry Center 
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Description of Material 

Photographs: Rio Grande Valley State Park, 1949 
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HFCA Willow Springs, Rm 129 
Proposed Areas Box 15 (Binder Box) 

Separated by: Lloyd S. Williams Date: 2120/2015 



Taken from water tower at 
caretaker•s house looking 
southeast over Park 

Entrance to Park 

Caretaker's house 
in northwest por­
tion of Park 

Photographs by Bureau of Reclamation, Valley Gravit7 Project 



Section of road 
within picnic area 

Trail leading to 
a picnic area 

One of several picnic 
areas within the Park 

Photographs by Bureau of Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project 



Another pionio 
area near lake 

Resaca or lake on 
west boundary of 
park looking 
northeast 

Taken from same 
place as above 
photograph but 
looking southwest 

Photographs by Bureau of Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project 



\ 

·. 

Large eboJ.:zy" 
tree in Parle 

Rio Grande along south 
border o:t Park Loold.ng 
downstream or southeast 

Same as above looklng 
upstream or northwest 

Photographs by- Bureau o:r Reclamation, Valley Gravity Project 



·. 

Views along Park1s secondary 
roads showing moss growth on trees 

Photographs by Milton J. McCollll 

Another view of 
secondary road 
lii.tbin Park ••• 
Rio Grande in 
background 



Views along main loop 
road showing size and char­
acter o:r vegetative cover 

Bank along Rio Grande 
showing height. at 

w.-.. normal water level 

Photographs by Milton J. McColm 
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Aerial View of Park Looking to the 

East with Rio Grande in Lower Right Corner 

Photographs Courtesy Texas State Parks Board 



Aerial View 0£ Park Showing Dense Tree and Shrub Growth 

.. 

·. 

Photographs Courtesy Texas State Parlcs Board 



. ' 

View From Air Looklng up Rio Grande or Northwest 

·. 

·. 

Photographs Courtesy Texas State Parks Board 
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Land and Recreational Planning Division Region Three 

BENTSEN-RIO GRANDE VALLEY 
STATE PARK 

LOCATION AND ACCESS MAP 

, Drawn: Moseley Checked : Mccolm June 10 , 1949 
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STATE PARK 
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SCALE IN FEET 

~op Data Fro!'" Texas State Parks Board 
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PRIVATE PROPERTt 

Owned By Mr. Boyd, 100 Acres 
Approx. 

Present property boundary, 586.9 Acres 

Properly fa be donated, approximately 425 Acres 

Area added by ocrefions, approximately 300Acres 

Property acquired by Boyd, approximately 100 Acres 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATlONAL PARK SERVICE 
Land and Recreational Planning Division Region Three 

BENTSEN-RIO GRANDE VALLEY 
STATE PARK 

• 
LAND STATUS MAP 

Drawn: Moseley Checked: McColm 'June 14,1949 


