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Dear Sena tor: 

423 Wisdom St., 
Jackson, Tenn. 

5/19/34. 

Some of our fo~ks are about to wake up to the fact tba.t 
l ocated in Madison County, nea r the village of Pinson, are ,. 
some of the most interesting end f amous Indian Mounds on this 
continent. They have recently been the subject of investiga­
tion and exploration by the Smithsonian Institute. It seems 
the mounds cover a ve ry considerable t erritory and were once 
fo rtified by breast works etc. The brsast works are rapidly 
being destroyed: The Tennessee Indian Mound Association, a non­
profit historical arganizatfon with headquarters at lfashvi lle, 
composed of influential people throughout the State have be­
com~ very much interest ed in the matter and are very anxious 
that some way be f ound whereby the mounds could be preserved: 
They consider them of highest i mpo rtance and have interested 
local people in the matter. I have been requested to write you 
about it wi th a view of ascertaining what step are necessart to 
get the gover~~ent to take the area over a nd preserve it as a sme.11 
park. I am inf'.:>rmed that t he importance of the Mounds fro:nhistorical 
and archaeological standpoint would justify this course. It has 
been suggested that the President or Mrs . Roosevelt, might become 
interested and persuaded t o visit this section when they come to 
Tennes see to inspe ct Norris dam . Is there a fund with which such 
a par~ could be established or would it require additional legisla­
tion? 

Pl ease g ive us any advice or assistance possible about the matter . 

I want to take advantage of this opportuil~ty to tell you how 
happy I am that you w~r~ be returned t o Senat e without opposit i on . 
.As I have said public ly many t i mes. I hope you a r e allowed to serve 
in t hat capaci ty a s l ong as you de si r e. Aside f r om my rersona.l 
f eelings, or rather f ee lings arising from personal con3iderations, 
I feel that your eminent record of service in behalf of the people 
of this State, entitle. s you t o t h i s consideration . lfo man stands 
higher in the esteem or affection of our people. Such is ~y sincere 
conviction. 

With highe st re~ards, 
Sincere ly , 

s / Hu C. Anderson . 

... 
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UNITED STATES SE.NATE 

Hon. J ohn Collier, 
Bureai of Indian Affaifs , 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr . Commis sl oner: 

May 22, 1934. 

Enclosed please find a l ett er from Judge Hu C. 

Anderson of Jackson, Tennes see, r elat i ve t o Indian mounds, 

\7hich e"J) lains itself. 

Wi ll you be good enough to have the mat t er examined 

into and auvise me. 

Ver y since re ly your s, 

s / Kenneth McKella r 

·~ 
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ADDRESS ONLY THE 
- .REFER -iN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Misc. 
25061-34 

0
,._

1
,, _ _ UNITED STATES 

r r .vt Oi· f'IAUQ(!JJ\J.. 
BUILDINGSA1VD 1i?t'§t'R&i 1 MENT OF THE INTERIOR 

REOEJ\i"'""'l') oF~~CE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 72/0-:--~--~ 7 ~ '; 

MAY 2 91934 WASHINGTON ~ ~ /2 • I 
~t;:;>' ~ b'"" . , 

OIRff TO[( 

Hon. Arno B. Cammerer, 

Director, National Park Service. 

My dea r Mr . Cammorer: 

We are enclosing here\'lith copy of a l e tter da.ted May 22, 

from Hon. Kenneth McKellar, United States Senate , r elat ive t o 

Indian mounds l ocated near Jackson , Tennessee. A copy of the 

communica tion from Judge Hu C. Anderson, transmitted with Sen-

at or McKellar 1 s letter is also enclosed. 

Inasmuch as these mounds do not c~~e under the jur i sdic-

tion of the Indian Service, we are r ef erring the matter to 

you for such a t tention as you may be able to give. 

Sincerely yours , 

Enclosure 318047 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PAR K SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 
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Hon . Kenneth MaKellar, "' 

United Statee-S'anate . 

My dear Senator MaKellar: 

June ?, 1934-

Tho Nationa.l Pa~k ervice has rflco1ved your 
letter of May 22 by refer noe from the Oollllilissioner of 
Indian AffairR , togcthe with a CQpy of a eommunioation 
from Judse Uu c • .Anderson, dealing with the Indian Mounda 
near Pinson 1. Tanneaaae. ... 

In thia conne ction we shal l be gled to study t he 
proposal of Juclge .hnderson for the establishment of a 
National Park or J.!onum.ent . The Federal Oovern:t'lent ho.a 
no funds, howover, for the purchosa of lands f or thia 
pur pose , and 1 t is l11(ely that specia l legi sl e.t ion would 
be r equired if it appears , upon investigati on, that tha 
area should be g1'1'en rooognition as a National Pa:rk or 
Monument . 

Sincerel y yours , 

Arno B. Cammerer. 
Direotor. 

·4 
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_o;: ::! ;~~ er r-i .trnoriAL P/i.RKS "!L~1 . (/P _,. ~! -.::-'/C~ T 
BUILDINGS' .:\ND RElif:R.l.li1iit lOi~ INDIAN MOUND ASSOCIATION 

R.t"GCTIJ1\!~T) 2712 '/z WEST END AVENUE 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

JUL 21 1934 
~~/ 

Lake Junalusk_§.,North ~lina 
DI ii ECTOR 

:.----- June I 8 ,i934 

Mr. Arno B. Cammerer, . .. . . 

Director National Park Service, 

Washington,D.c. 

My dear :Mr .Cammerer: 

A letter from you to Senator Mclfellar,dated .. 
June ?,has been referred to me by Judge Hu c. An­
derson,of Jackson Tennessee,who had written M:r.Mc­
Kellar concerning the Indian Mounds near Pinson,with 
the suggestion that you be given more information 
concerning these mounds,which we hope may be made 
into a National Park. 

The site containing t hese mounds is said to .have 
been originally a Chickasaw Indian village, and is , .about 
" 250 yards square,"to quote from an article in the Com­
mercial Appeal, "while its outer defenses ,now alma.st ex­
tinct ,measure fully six miles in circumference and en­
close one-time elaborate citadels of various sizes.It 
once extended for a distance of two and one half miles 
along the south fork of the Forked Deer river. 

Ozier Mound is possibly the best known of the 
grou·i:>, It is located immediately south of a hard sur­
face road,. out of Pinson, eleven miles south east of 
Jackson on the Roy Ozier farm.Traveling east along the 
palisades a few smaller mounds are noticeable before 
reaching a shallow branch. On the other side o.f the 
creek,a short distance to the east,rises t he Great 
Mound,65 feet higher than the plateau on which it 
stands,the highest mound in the South ,and the sixth 
highest in America.Directly south are t he twin mounds~' 

The Smithsonian ±nstitution reports are not of 
r ecent date concerning any of the mounds of Tennessee, 
so far as I could find,though Major w.s.Webb,o t the 
T.V.A.,says in a recent letter, that Tennessee contains 
the most important prehistoric remains of any state in 
the Union,though very1poorly cared for. The Tennessee 
Indian Mound Association,recently organized ,is attempt­
ing to remedy that condition. 

The Smithsonian notice,according to Mr ,M. W. Stir­
ling ,Chief of the American Bureau of Ethnology, given 
on page 208 of Catalogue of Pr ehistoric Works ,by Cyrus 

' 
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TENNESSEE. IN DIAN MOUND A SSOCIATION 

2712 1/ , WEST ENO AVENU E 

NASH VJ LLE, TEN NESSEE 

Thomas,Bulletin I2 of the Bureau,reads as follows:­
MADISON COUNTY. 
npierson mounds"and inclosure near the village 

of Pinson,in the southeast corner of the county ,2 miles 
from the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

Desribed by J.G.Cisco,Am.Antiq., vol.I(I879), 
pp.259,260. Also reportad by Wiley Bp.ttton. 
A mound near Jackson,known as Mount Pinson." 

Reported by J.D.Middleton. 

We are hoping,if the Government should take it 
over,that the old breastworks might be restored,togeth­
er with themost important of the smaller mounds. (Mr. 
Ozier,the owner, told me there were originally about 
two hundred of these,)and as far as practical ,the ap-
pearance of an Indian Village given to the group. This 

would have educational value,and would,at t he same time 
protect and preserve these valuable relics of our pre-
history. hu'l'"! 

I know so well that this should be done that I~ 
you will see it as I do. 

I regret ver y much that I hadno~arrived at Lake 
Junaluska when your party was here,and should appreciate 
the opportunity of t aJJcing with you concerning this 
matter,should you return this summer. 

Most si 

/~~-.----
Miss L.Pearl Saunders,Pres. 

Tennessee Indian Mound Associatiom 

' 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 

I ;ruJ.y 2e. 1934, 

Miss L. Pearl Saunqers, President, 
... ''Te:tlliesse"'e""'Illctiana l!ound Association, 

Lake Juneluska, North Caroline. 

Deer Mies Seu:nde;rs; 

I have received your letter o:f June l8 addressed to 

Mr .. Canmerer• in regard to Indian Mounds near Pinson. 

Tennessee .. 

The information which you ha'fe gi 'fen us has been 

oe.retully noted. and we haTe ~aken the matter up with 

the Smithsonian Institut1on in Qrder that our investigation 

may be aa Can.plate as. possible. 

. WJW:CT 

.. 

Sincerelf yours, ,A.!tA.'Y 
(SGD.) A. E. DEM 

A. E. Demaray 
Acting Director 


