Morristoun National Historical Park
Morristown, New Jersey

March 1k, 1956

Mr. Charles Montgonery
The Henry Francis DuPont Winterthur Moseum
Vinterthrr, Delaware

Pgar Charliet

I the one who is ashsmsd for bothering you in the first
plage with the Besufort wallpepers Over and over 1 told Dammer to
uss the advige of the people at the Matropolitan and Brooklyn end
then as long ss the paper wes appropriate, gelect what he liked best,
He still pressed me to ask your advice. Please forgive me and
forget the whole thing. Albert Simone of Charleston supervised

the restoration and did a fine job, He was too rear to be considered
an experte

We received mome $230,000 for a new wing for the Museum to house

the Iloyd W, Smith Gollection. Am looking forward to showing you

mme of our tressures. Why not pay us a visit es scon as We have
pome pleasent weather?

Sorry I did not get o hesar you the other day at the Pemmsylvenia
Historical Society.

Sincerely,

Francis B, Ronalds

FSR/c




THE HENRY FRANCIS DU PONT WINTERTHUR MUSEUM

x e/

CHARLES F. MONTGOMERY . DIRECTOR 9 March 1956 /LJJ/

WINTERTHUR «- DELAWARE

¥

Mr, Francis S. Ronalds, Superintendent
Morristown National Historical Park
Morristown, New Jersey

Dear Francis:

I am ashamed not to have answered your letter of
January 23. Frankly, I don't see how Mr. Danner can
avoid doing some research and study to learn what kind
of wallpapers were being used down there at that time--
if they were being used? Since I am not familiar with
the house, it is hard to give advice from here.,

I passed through Carolina a few weeks ago and this
Spring, in early April, I hope to go to Charleston and
look about to gather some first-hand impressions. It all
sounds like a most important undertaking and I hope it
can be carried out, Has he tried scraping to find out
the color of the paint that was already there? That
ofttimes, yields the most help of all,

Sincerely yours,
Charles F. Montgomery

CFM/ccf

TELEPHONE: WILMINGTON 6-5491



Morriptown National Historical Park 41
Morvistown, New Jersey i.

Jamuary 23, 1956 ) { b}
A\

Mr, Charles Montgomery :
The Hemry Francls Du Pont Winterthur Museum
Winterthur, Delavere

Daay Charlis:

Howard E. Donner of Besufort, South Carolina is stlll worrying
about whet to peint ilie woodwork in the Lafayette Bullding and what
would be proper wallpaper for the downstairs front hall and the
ballyoom

I wnder if any of your students are kncwledgeable about
paint and peper for such a house built between 1790 and 1795. The
archilect was John Mark Verdiar,

Attached arc the dimensiona of ths %o rooms, The hall is
very dark while ths ballroom is guite light aa it enjoys five
windowse

Do wish you would pet up this way for a visit,

Sincarelyy

Superintondsit

Enclos,
FSRonalds/c
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Morristown National Historical Park ,,l
Horristown; New Jersey \ { y

Jamary 23, 1956

’_h'. Howvard E. nmﬂr
Wallage & Danner
Baaufort, Bouth Carolina

Dear Mr. Dannar:

I have again aooealed to Winterthur for advise on your paint
and paper problam. Have sent the dimensions of the hall and balle
room to Charlis Montgomery, and will let you know what he says
about it. Howover, as I huve said right along, as long a= it ia
sppropriaste for the peried, why nct let your own testea decide?

Ann and Oswald Knauth hove laeft for India, g0 are not gurrently
ﬁmt’l&r 7

Fleage remenber me to Mrs., Donner,

8inceraly,

Franeds 8, Ronelds ¥
Superintendent

FSR/c
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READY-TO-WEAR

Bravrorr, S.C.

Jenudly 14 1966

& / |
WALLACE & DANNER

HOWARD E. DANNER

Dr. Francis S. Ronsalds,
Morristown National Historiecsl Park,
Morristown, N. J.

Dear Dr. Ronalds:=-

Thenks for y uur kindletter of the IOth. T regret that you
did not get my letter of Nov 2nd as we would be that much further along by now.

However, the gist of that letterws to the effect that we seem to be
definitely at the end of our relstionship with Mr. Simons as we have heard nothing
from him since his return. We are therefore in a piockle to decide on the color
with which to paint the woodwerk in the Lafayette Building and +to select proper
wall paper for the downstairs front hall snd the ball room.

I wasvwondering if you could and would help us to this end.

I have contacted Miss Lydia Powell of the Metropolitan whp seems ( at
the instigation of Oswald Knauth) to be willing to help us. The lady at the Jumel
Mension gave me theneme of Katzenbach and Warren at 575 Madison ss the best
source for periocd wall paper and my thought was that it would be well to get some
one to explain the situation to them and ask them to submit ssmples for our committee
to select from. It might be possible that Miss Powell would help us on this as
well as in advising the proper color for our woodwork. Her "putty™ shade in the
Metropolitan appealed to Mrsa Dmmg’qmd myself,

In case you feel that you ecould hslp us in this matter I em inclosing
dimensions of ‘the two rooms involved. The hall is very dark as you know, while the
ball room is quite airy with five windows,

Mr. Kanuth is now in New York and would, I =n sure, give us any assistance
poesible.

Thanking you in sdmance, I beg to remain,

Yours very truly,

Fowinid € Jpae W

Howard E. nnner

ci % ﬁ
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UNITED STATES \ L
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE )IL 5
>

Morrigtown Naticnel Historicsl Park | (/
Morristown, New Jersey A

Jarmary 10, 1559

M, Howerd E. Denner
Wallage and Dammer
Beaufort, South Carolina
Dear Mr., Danner:

I have just received your lstter of Jemuary L, but know
nothing of a letter of November 2 from you.

Early last month we had dimner with Miss Josephine Pincimey
at the Knauths snd Eric had a dinner for Mr. Simons.

We have been in Chiocage for almost three weeks on account of
a desth in my wife's family snd sccordingly hed a very Ummerry
Christmas.

Trust all is well with you and yours.

Sincerely yours,

Francis 8. Ronalds
Buperintendent

FSRonalds/c
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WAVLILACE & DANNER

READY-TO-WEAR

Banfmz S.C.

HOWARD E. DANNER Jonuary 4 1858 :

Dr. Freavis S. Romelds, g~ /f? S’fcg
¥orristown Historicul Park,

Morristom, H. J. MiﬁRRISTDWN NATIONAL
HISTORICAL papk

Degr Dr. Ronelds:-

I am wondering if you ever pgot my letter of November 2md.
Not having hed & roply we have just been lottinmg the Lafeystte Building rock
along end it ie now time for us to be getting it finished up as fer as we can
now Eo.

I sam trying to get over to Cherleston next week and while we apparently
are at th end of the row as far sz Simmons is concerned I will try to interest
Smu Stoney,snd Mrs Chisolm who should have seme idems as to our needs in the matter
of woodwork eoler snd wallpaper.

Trust you sud your family had the best of holiday semsons and with

our best wisheg for the New Yeasr, I mm,

Yours very truly,

Hoaltd (K 27070

Howard E. Danner. .
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COMSIITTER ON f&ﬁJbH‘JATIGﬂ OF HISTORIC BUILDIIGS
17 Broad Stnet; Charlepton, South Qarnlina !

bl X A N _ | ‘Rovadaber 28, i:gitxél'qab L; AL 3
Hon, L, dendel Rivers, a.s. e bt %
House O 'Cige Building :
Washin ton, T REz. Fraaaraninn of (ld Patent Grfige Bu;lding '

“ﬂﬂhi an G. ;
Bauﬁmﬂﬂ: ¥ m sl '

: . Recantly I have had the opport.unity of reading the record pf
the hearing hold on July Bth‘ 1955 on HsRs A841 fn which appeared
Condressman John L. Mciillants energetis and forseful defenss ior the
preservatlon of the Old Patent Uffice. Certatnly Congressman Mgitilsn
ppoke well in behalf of the best intereésss Of the people of our ccuntry
geosrally and of South saruiiniana in particular, .

As you may recall, Surnet FMaybank when he was alive defended
vhe 1ife of this pilding “with 81l the fervor of his ardent nature.
Burnet Telt very striongly that this bullding was an integral part of
South Carclina's contribution to the t.easurés of our matiocnal ¢eaplital.
At.the time this building ceme Into beiny three Sputh Carolinians werc
among the leaders of their day in Washingten - President Andrew. Jackson,
ﬁﬂgrabaﬁilgx Var, Joel Polnsett and the architect of this buildin;. '

cbert Se

As we all know, to our regret, the authura of. the most 1.-:; ely
‘accepted histories of our country have not hailed “rom south of the
 Huson-Dixdn line and there has been & metiral but ‘blased tenieacy for
; hahtﬂri;na t0 overlook the comtributiont me‘e by Scuthern men in the
- formative days of our republic. low can we expsct this latk of
récognition ever Lo be set right if we stond by and mllow a great
achievement of & Soyth Carcliniam to be destroyed so that commercial
‘ostablishments in Jaﬁhin ton may profit by a spapious parking lot.

‘But this 15 not a natter of conecsrn to South Cerolinians only
hut he an increasing number of influential persons throughout the pitionm.
The opposition to the destruction of this architgctural masterplece is on
radord from Fpﬂkﬁﬂitﬁ of the Ameriéan Instituste 6f Architecte, the FTine
Arts Commisgion, the National Trust for Historie Prﬁ:urvatian, the 3ociety
of Arnhitncturui Hisnnrinna. '

May I strongly urge hhat you use your ccnalﬁarlbia prestize and
influenece ‘to combat agiressively this 111 considered proposal to de. Lrny
a ?iluad treasure in our’ Américan heritage.

Respect Sully gaurs,

Albert Simons
Fellow oi‘ the Anarican Inetitute of ﬁ.rmitectn

ASthp

—
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COPY

House of Representatives, U.S,
Committee on th: District of Columbia
Washington, D.C.

Florence, South Carolina

November 21, 1955

Mr, Albert Simons

Simons, Lapham & Mitchell, Architects
Second Floor, 17 Broad Street
Charleston 3, South Carolina

Dear Mr. Simons:

I received your letter of the 1l5th and was delighted to
learn that your organization is opposed to the proposal
made by the General Services Administration to destroy
the 01d Patent Uffice now used by the Civil Service
Commission.,

I have gone through this building on numerous occasions
and it is in my opinion one of the finest architectural
structures we have in the city of Washington. I feel that
some of the owners of one or two large department stores
in Washington, who are interested in having this location
for a parking lot, are responsible for having the General
Services Administration call on Congress to grant them
permission to destpoy this fine building. You can rest
assured that 1t was a pleasure for me to appear before the
House Public Works Committee in opposition to the General
Services Administration's request.

With kindest regards and ;rustin% that you will contact all
the South Carolina delegation relative to this matter, I
am,

Sincerely,

John L. McMillan, M.C.
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WAILACE & DANNER
a&zy M Btozd, .

READY-TD-WEAR

Bravrorz, S.C. ¢
HOWARD E. DANNER N“‘lb" 2811965 .
Dr. Francis S. Ronalds, §
Morristown National Historical Park,
Morristown, N. J., éﬂy ’

Dear Dr. Ronalds:=-

My failure to enswer yourletter of Sept. 27th does not at all
indigate that I did not appreciate it. There have been a number of things which had
to be settled befors I could de so intelligently.

Among other gifficulties,we ran into a bad situation in the appé#rtonant
properties to the Lafaystte Building which produce most of the revenue to pay for
our work, and we simply had to go in end practically rebuild the thing. Until we
got through with it there was no way to figure where we would be fineflcially and
the outoome is,as you cen well imagine ,a rakher sad one. Just about all of the money we
liad borrowed to put in our greand merble steps and hand wrought balustrade has gone
into cement floors and things like that. The xmmk result is that we are having to
postpone most of our mmbitions for the building itself. We do, however, have sufficie
poney to complete the interior of the two rooms ( or rather thehlllways end the
ball room) which we have started on. There may be some overage whem we complete
our present project.

OQur immediate problem is to select & paint color for the woodwork and
to get the wallw=paper for these two rooms. And this is where I wonder if you could
give us a little help, both personally and through your cdntacts. We ere partioplarly
anxious to get some guidance as it appears that we will not be able to afford the
gerviees of Mr. Simons.

We had considered the paint color along the lines of the putty shade which
Miss Fowell used in the American Wing. Do you suppose it wuld be possible to get
her to send us a color ssmple of this shade so that it might be submitted to our
committee, We would also like very much to have samples of periocd patterms in
wall paper for these two rooms, together with the approximate cost of sufficient
PgPer to cover the walls. As you doubtless recall the ball room is a very bright room
with five windows and no obstructions. The down stairs front hall is rather dark
being lighted only through the paledian window in the upstairs stair hall,

Could you, and would you, help us in this matter? For your guidsnce I
am onclosing dimensions of the two rooms in question.

Yours verytrul

Howard E. Danner.
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Qctoder 31, 1955

Dear Brios

, It wvas, I believe; Lord Palmerston wvho sald

that he "liked the Order of the Garter becnuse there
was no damn nonsengse about merit conserning this
honor."® I f=sel much the same way about your dinner
party. Certainly no man ever deserved this honor leéss
nor snjoyed 1t more, Vhen I think of the rere dis-
erimination you euployed in planmimg the memm and
selecting your Zuests aere words are entirely inadequate
to exprass ny apprecistion and my gratitude, but the
most grat ng thing is that an extremely fa.uy and
highly {intelligent man would go to all this trouble for
me; it sluost restores my faith in the miman racae.

It was most thoughtful of ysu to send me thae
list of ny fellow guests. All men of very real
distingtion wvho wear their honors casually like old
but well fitted clothes to which they have been long
accustoned, I have never been in company I enjoyed
ﬂgr. and with whieh I felt & more sympathetic under-
standing.

As & very inadeguate expression of my ademiration
and friendship I am sending to you 2 copy of "The Plantaticons
of the Carolina Low Country." If by chence you kxwa already
have & copy please pass this one on to one of your sssociates,
who may care to have it,

Hoping that you and Mrs., Gugler will hd coming
}:his vay soon and vith much that is stilli leflt unuaid,
By

Cordially yours,
/8/ Albert
Eric Gugler Esqg.

101 Perk Ave.
Wew York, N. Y.



FSRonalds/bjcarroll

UNITED STATES '
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Y,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE r TN AP

Morristown Nationsl Historissal Park
X Morristowm, New Jersey

September 27, 1955

Mr, Howmrd B, Danner
Beaufort, South Carolina

Dear Mr, Damert

Just befors sailing for Ewrope, Albert Simons telephoned me
from Hew York and asked if I would help him out by determining the age
of the wallpaper found in the Lafayatte house.

I next received in the mail, semples found attached to. the rough
horigontal boards in ths front hall and ball room of the building.

My understending was that Bimons wished to be sure that these
pemples did not represent an original paper that ecould have been
in the house at the turn-ofethe century, or even when Lafayette visited
Beaufort,

My friend, Charlie Montgomery, Director of the Vinterthur Museum
near Wilmingtdn; Delawsre, was kind enough to have the ssmples carefully
examined and roports that the paper is after 1850, so snould not be
reproduced for the house.

I wag waiting to hear from Simons on his return to let him know
that the samples were definitely not "turneof-thewscentury" wallpapers

My undsrstending was that this was to be doms before looking
for period wellpaper which offers no problem, You could not do
betier than follow Miss lydia Powell's advige.

I am afraid that Eric doesn't understand about e Park Bervice
architect advising on the woodwork, On my return from Beaufort last
May, I found that thers was no longer an antiquarien architect availe
able, and I was asowrsd that Bimons' advice would be the best mvallable
on this problem, This I believe I wrote you at the time,

To reiterate about the wallpaper, So long as the samples could
not have besn originsl with the House, why not select a period patiearn
that sppeals to your taste?

I em very sorry that I wean't here at the tims of your visit to
New York. I have only just returned from a conference in the Ureat
Smoky National Park, and haven't seen Eric since befors he went to Italys

Please remember me to Mrs. Damer.
8incerely,

Franois 8. Ronalds
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READY-TO-WEAR

3&4(/7037; S.C.

HOWARD E. DANNER September 22 1955

Dr. Francis S. Ronelds,

Morristown, Ne Js)
Bear Dr. Ronalds:=

I have just gotten in from New York and want to write
you immediately as I was unsuccessful in getting hold of you over the telephone
while Iwas thers,

I finally got Mr. Gugler on the phone to ask his advise gs
to one of our porblems on the Lafayette restoration having to dowith wall paper.
He backed right sway from the matter , stating that in your last conversation
with Simons you had thought +hat you had exactly the right men for that problem
snd the other of color for thw woodwork end that uptm Simons' return from Europe you
sould probably send him down to help us,

Phile waiting for Mr. Cugler to get back I hed termited arocund a
little on my own snd got some sources of sdvise in the matter. Saw Miss Jane Sshley
of the House of Time, falked to Mrs Chase at the Jumel mansion and almost got down to
Cooper Union to see their collection but finding Mr. Hotohkiss sway I postoneed
the visit as I elsc did with Misg Lydie Powel of the Metropolitan. Unfobtunsd ely
I was callod home hurriedly end did not get to see any of these folks. We are
therefore exactly where we wers before I s tarted.

This is certainly just as well if we can follow Mt. Gugler's advise and do 1
nothing but get in touch with you as to seomeﬁ ‘export advise in thematter.

We sre unfortunetely in a little hassle with Simons over his bill md
whether or not he will continue tohelp us on this prolject I do not know. While we wa
to be ressonable about the thing we simply cennot afford to use his consultation unl:
it is at = moderste prics.

If I should send ydu ssmples of the paper we have teken from the walls
would you be able to get us some assistance in selecting replacements?

With best personal regerds, I s,
' Yours verytruly,

Aok ol
T A



- UNITED STATES ‘ Fbwlgygf{jﬁb%

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Morristown Hational Historiocal Park
Marristown, Wew Jersey

Beptember 2, 1955

Mr, Charles Montgomery
The Hemry Francis Du Pont Winterthur Museum
Winterthur, Delmmre
Desr Charles:

Thenk you very much: for your bother with the Bssufort
wallpapers

It is my belief that Simons did not want to use any
of this paper, but was afraid that it might have been "turn
of century” wallpsper, As long as it can't be that early
he oan get something else that would be appropriate,

411 of the best,

Francis 8. Ronnlds
Bupeyrintendent

FSRonalds/vjcarroll




THE HENRY FRANCIS DU PONT WINTERTHUR MUSEUM

WINTERTHUR - DELAWARE

CHARLES F. MONTGOMERY . DIRECTOR August 24, 1955

Mr. Francis S. Ronalds, Superintendent
Morristown National Historical Park
Morristown, New Jersey

Dear Fran:

The wallpaper has arrived; and I must say that I am a little
confused by it, Although my knowledge of wallpaper used
in this country in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries is sketchy, this does not seem to correspond
with it.

I asked Miss Martha Lou Gandy, curatorial assistant here,
to find out what she could about early papers so that we

could be a little more specific; and she notes, "By 1840

the printing machine had established its reign: 1867 marked
the end of any notable production of hand-blocked papers.
After 1850, they often had designs of large ‘cabbage' flowers.
Many damask patterns were printed by machine. "

I believe that those that you have sent really fall into this
category and in all likelihood they are after 1850. Why

don't you inquire further of Nancy McClelland or some
other person who is more expert than I.

Sincerely yours,

M -

Charles F'. Montgomery

CFM:mls
Enclosure

TELEPHONE: WILMINGTON 6-5491
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Morrdistown National Historical Park
Morristoun, New Jersey

Aygust 18, 1955

¥r, Charles ¥, Montgomary
Winterthur Museum
Winterthur, Delaware

Dear Charlies

Here mre the samples of wellpeper from the lafsyette
house in Beaufort, South Carolina, It is certainly nice
of you to take a look at them,

¥r. Dodge did not tell me he had seen yous Where were you
on your vacation? Orece and I are going to Manoloking, Bew Jersey
for & wmek, come next Tussday, I em efraid this w11l be my vacation
for this year,

Do hope to see you soon and thanks a lot for helping out Eric end
Albert S8imong,

.Bimernly;

Frencis 8. Ronalds
Superintendent

Enclosures samples of wallpeper
fsr/o




THE HENRY FRANCIS DU PONT WINTERTHUR MUSEUM %@

WINTERTHUR - DELAWARE

CHARLES F. MONTGOMERY . DIRECTOR % August KHJ/‘)SS

Mr. Francie S. Ronalds, Superintendent
Morristown National Historical Park
Morristown, New Jersey

Dear Fran:

Thanks very much for your note--it is good to hear
from you.

While on my vacation I heard about your great col-
lection of Smith's manuscripts, etc., from Mr. Marcy
Dodge. 1 look forward to coming one of these days and
seeing all you are doing.

If you can send the samples of wallpaper, I will

be glad to tell you what I can about them.

Sincerely yours,

Charles F., Montgomery

CFM:mls

TELEPHONE: WILMINGTON 6-5491
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Morristown Naticnal Historicel Park (7 J
Morristown, New Jersey Nidis S50

= .k

Angust 9 1955

My, Charles Montgomery
Winterthur
Wimington, Delaware

Dgar Charles:

Last May, Erie Ougler and I advised a group in Besnfort, South
Corclima on restaration plans for an interesting house, locally
Jnoun as the LaFeystte House, because ths Gensral visited there
in 1885, but built between 1790 and 1795 by Joln Mark Verdiare

Eric recamended that the Beaufort group employ ss architect,
Albert Simons of Charleston, Just bafore lezving for Europe
Mr, Bimons sent me wallpaper samples that he had found attached to
;h;:ﬁmughhm:ontalbmdainthsfronthallmdballrmofthn
apefd 13

Mr. Simons thinks that more appropriate wallpaper probably
ghould be recommended, but if these samples ars actually of the
turn of the century they should be reproduceds

Are you lsarned on wallpspers or do you have sameons who is?
If you are willing to take & look I would like to send the gampl 88
to you (they are fairly small bits) for your advice,

We are in the process of taking over the late Lloyd W, Smith's
gaat gollection of bocks and mamuscripts and Congress gave ug over
}200,000 with which to add a wing to the Museum for the proper
housing of ths collection, Fleass dontt diive Horth without
stopping to see us.

All of the best,

Yrancis 3. Ronalds
Superintendent




GUGLER, KIMBALL AND HUSTED, ARCHITECTS
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M. 8.7, POILLIFE August 1’ 1955

Dr. Francis S. Ronalds

Morristown National Historical Park

Morristown, New Jersey

Dear Fran:

In the front hall and ballroom of the L.afayette house in Beaufort
the samples which are being sent along to you were found attached
to the rough horizontal boards.

Mr. Albert Simons thinks that more appropriate wall paper
probably should be recommended.

The house was built shortly after the revolution.

If you would be good enough to get this subject into the hands of a
wise counsellor, it would be deeply appreciated.

Sincepfly,

()

EG/elh Eric Gugler
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National Trust for Historic Preservation

71% JACKSON FLACEKE, N.W.
WABHINGTON ¢, D. C.

Telephons: Natlenal 3-2RIE

June 13, 1955

Mr. Francis S. Ronalds
Morristown National Historical Park
Morristown, New Jersey

Dear TFran?

You and Woodrow Wilson have a lot in
common beyond your New Jersey sojourn. He feli
that way about long and short spesches. Try it
at 300 words, though, and send it in by Angust
5th.e The pletures are good documentaries, but
even the "after! ghot shows a very lovely house
indeed in a bleak setting., It would hardly
flatter the place to use it}

The Nakhville meeting will be October
21-22, and I suspect it is going to be one of
our best. We!ll have to eat our mnt hreakfast
tozether at Belle Meade,

Sincerely

e

—

Mrs. Helen Duprey Bullock

Historian
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The John Mark Verdier, Or LaFayette, House In Beaufort
Built In 1800, House Saved From Destruction By Citizens

"'l:l-i_‘étori?Héu_se-._ln Beaufort
Saved By Action Of Citizens

BEAUFORT. | Beauforl. where he taught achool| persed and midnight was ap-
The Johm Mark Verdier House, from 1762 to 1764, proaching when the little side-
built between 1780 and 1785, i5 be- | He married one of his pupils, | 3 o1 oo mer approached
preserved as a historic and Rebecca Howard, John, one aof PR ;
architectural monument. | their two sons, owned ' plantations | The street was soon aglow with
Also known as the Lafayette on Hilion Head isiand and sail- | torches and lanterns. The Beau.
House, because that distingmished | ing vessels which ran from Beau- | fort Guards flanked the Marquis
Frenchman was entertaitied there  fort to England, It was on these|Way from the pier to the Verdier
on his visit to Beaufort in laﬁ.%shjps that some of the materials | House.
fornishings used in the house | Guarding the steps were Joseph
manlels and doorways. _ |ware brought' to Beaufort from |Hazel, saven fest in his stecking
The houss was  purchased | Europe. . lfest, and William Fickling, six
by public subscription. Additional| The house was construcled by feet, six inches.
money was borrowed to put it.in | two mechanics, Converse and Fish | e only recorded wards spoken
condition for renting to obtain a Wwho, it i5 believed, came from hy 1aFavelte on his visit here
fund for its maintanance. | Boston, The paneling, stairway, were cpoken of them. As he
Heading the purchasing or- dmaho%;%y I;’“‘W ?'id mantels Bl'té mounted the steps he turned and,
ganization were representatives of te:cgl y architects as oul- ywith a genial smile, remarked:
the old Beaufort College, the Mu- SHaDUINE , “And, 50, you have grenadiers in
seum and the Historical Society, | It was on March 18, 1825, that your country, too."”
The group which holds the build- Gen. LaFayette visited Beaufort.  mhere was no ball. The Marquis
’r’*l.g ﬁgn%?tcﬁzi:r%’:np?ﬁdd :‘:ifo{;:l;s!m‘aﬂem" was late and b WBS game night and proceeded to Sa-

W. Busch.)

the house contains eome fine Adam | and

¥. Danner, representing the old | {8f into’ the night when he ar- vapnah on his 4,000-mile tour of

Beaufort %1!1: e board; Mrs. Chlo “‘]’;i Alre n e South and West.
e . secretary, an e was escor ¥ ary | The Beaufort Hish :
Mrs. F. W, Scheper Jr. of the His- | companies to the Verdier House ' ngw emegts li)n the ?:ll-flnall:afllgeut‘fn.y
torical Sociely; W. Brantley Har- | and addressed the assembled cill-| A restaurant, a real estate office,
vey and J. E. McTeer of the Mu- { zenry from the dront steps. A tab- | 3 Jawyer's office, travel, insur-
seum, Mrs. Gus Erank, Mrs. Riv-ilet on the side of tha buﬂdhlg"‘ance and credit bureaus occupy
ers Varn ani Meyer Schein, mem- | commemarates the visit. | other portions of the building, fur-
bers-at-large. | - The Marquis was scheduled to nishing the funds for Its preserva-
John Mark Verdler, builder of'arrive at neon. A grand ball was ! tion,

Verdler, who had gons first' ta the | Manslon and a banguef was to be | history is that it remained in the

The ship that brought bim from  rphoarded his little steamer that

An interesting part of the house's |
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WALLACE & DANNER

READY-TO-WEAR

BEA(/J;ORJ"; S.C.

HOWARD E. DANNER Juns 15 18585
Dear Dr. Ronalds,

I em sorry about the delay in enswering your recent letter in
rggard to the Lafayedte Building., There are inclosed a couple more photographs
of the detail of the woodwork which were brought in to me receantly.

We her e begun our work on this building md MoTeer is going right aheed
with the more elementary things in the lower hall. We are fortunate in having a sklled
wofkman who is realy interested in the job end seems to be doing an escellent thing
on the doors. Simons has been over the premises snd is to give us detailed drewings
on his suggestions for the exterior end the mgumk eppurtensnt buildings.

As tEB the story behind this enterprise - it is rather dumgxsmwx a long
one as our efforts go back over a number of yesars.

We have here in Beaufort, you know, an snoient end honorsble institution
known as the College of Beaufort which was incorporsted by the State assembly in
1795. Semuel Hopkins fAdems entitled an article about it in the Saterday Evening
Post "The Collgge Without Walls" because through the years all of its fecilities md
enterprises have dissppeared except for a few thousend dollars and = Board of Trsutees.

The sarly stirring which resulted in this institution muet have arisen
from the Revolution as the rich rice planters and plantation owners of this communit y
were accustomed to sending thedir sons to Oxford snd Cembridge, with en occasional
metrisulation et Harvard or one of the earlier Northern oollegou. After the Revolution
a mmber of Library or Literary Sociut){ias gbrong up in the Carolina Low Country. W e
have on record at least two in this community and it was from these that there arose
an inoreesing interest in education end things cultural. So, in order that they
might keep their sons at home with educationsl facilities equal or better than those
of the old country or the North there was created The College of Beaufort., It was
indeed a College of Fine Arts snd itscurricula ere a thing to wonder at. Along mmmkx
about 1804-~05 its building was opened for admissions with a faculty to do credit to
any istitution. I think Dr Mackey was later the first president of the South Carolina
College, now the Thiversity of South Cerolina, my own alma mater,

The college was built on glebs leands deeddfrom St Helena's end some of
its support ceme from the acquisition of all forfeited lots in the Town of Beaufort.
But it was built just outside the towm limits eand when in 1B17 thisplace was visited
by the dred yellow faver end a large percentage of its entire population was wiped
out it was found that the country air was mrtioularly unheelthful and as the gollege
had been forced to olose ita doors it was removed from the "country"™ and bromght intO
"town".Only its library, which was one of the very finest in the lend, survived and
it would appear that the College did not reely fmojnt to very much until the 16508

whon in a period of high proaperi‘tv it branched forth into one of the very esrly
emaie Seminaries.

Ncrw this old insiftution has accomplished & good deal, we think. It
has made availn‘ble to the people of this community the only public beach we have.



It has been instrumentel in the preservation of Fort Frederick eng English fort
built in 1731 and it hes used the income from its funds for muﬁy an_other good
cause. But I personally think one of its best acheivements is the Lafayette Building
= end here is whers it becoms germaine to your inquiry.

I find in the mimrbezéf this orgenization dated Merch 5 1945 the following:
"Motion mede end carried that there be sppointed a committees of two which shell
advise The Beaufort County Historical Society and the Beaufort Museum that this
Board would be interested in collaborating with them in a effort directed toward
securing the property on the corner of Bay end Scott steeets, better known as

The Lefayette Buildinyfor the purpose of preserving the s ame",

This motion bBegan the movement which resulted in the appointment of The
Committee for the Preservation of The Lafayette Building which consisted of two
mmmbers from the College Board, two from the Hisgtorical Socisty and Two from the
Museum. This prginoal six in turn elected three members st large from the community
which made a total of nine.

The committee then set ocut to secure finds, A rather uyique scheme was
worked out whereby donors were asked to contribute U. S. Savings Bonds, a very pat-
riotic thing to do at that time, The College in turn agreed to take the bonds a cost
and carry them to maturity, which simply meent thet a three hundred dollar somtribution
only cost the donoR two hundred and twenty five dollars. Andthe committe was wise
enough not to go at the thing on a ppickeyunish basis, We asked for real contributions
where they oould be expescted but took the small ones where they constituted the widows
mite. The response was smaging end the freinds of Beauf ort from near end far chipped
in with alecrity.

We ran into considereble trouble with the titles to the property but had
the very finest of cooperatuon from the owners, who heppened to be descendents of
John Mark Verdier the originasl builder, toc whom the restoration appealed n{trongly.
During the campaign the enterprise ('é: my mind unfortunately) becsme mixed up with
& "memoriel” business to the "boys". It was just that sdrt of a time, you kmow.

At gny rate, efter a good many snags we found that at face value we had
énough bonds to buy the property and have five thousand dollars left over with which
to peatpre it. We did sfure the property in its terribly run down condition.
over the opposition of some of the more progressive elements in town end some of
us wers neive enough to have high hopes of preserving a fine old house.

I theénk wg were naive because once the papers were slgned 1t
seemed that tlre committee folded up. We secured some estimated on the
cost of restoration. They ran from thirty to forty thouand dollars.
Nothing was done. For month after month the project remained stagnant,
People began to wonder. It looked pretty hopeless,

One of the committee ( I think 1t must have been myself) se-
cured an archltect and got a design to trMspose the woodwork from the
building to one of our public plges ( the city hall), called a meeting
of the committee and proposed a resolution that the bullding be sold
and tl® woodwork removed,

This seemed to be what it took. Mr. Morrall and Mr. McTeer
at the instigation of Senatar ey began the actual work of repairing
the place. Our ortwas to arrest 1lts deterioration and bring it into
a proper rental condition. The main building was Seperated, at Nr.
Morralls's suggeation/from the appubtenant properties ans thus given



an entity of 1ts own. The whole thingyhae Jacked up and straighten-
ed as far ss8 possible witibut teking the roof off, the exterior was

palnted, a new roof was put on and the . brought into a
state of current repalr. oye

This was not, of course done for nothing. We cgame out of
thils period of repalr with a debt of eleven thousand five hundred
dollars, havin{ long since exceeded our puny five thousand dollars
of nest egge ut we did have a piece of property in a good location
and readily rentable on 8 commerclial basis,

The basemen?@e rented to a restaurant for a hundred dollars
a month..The first floor we devlided into two offlce spaces and rented
for thirty five d@llars a month. The appurtenant property we rented to
a fellow for a barber hop at a tilhusand dollars a year. And we signed
them all up on & five year lasase. Tnis was the baslis upon which we
borrowed ten thoudand dollars to handle the capital loan and we got
rid of he other by using rental income to retire it. The loaw was at
Tirst negotiated with an insurance company but more advantageous terms
wers secured andwe findly settled for a ten year proposition to be
retired at one thousand dollars per year.

We put theproperty in the hands of an agent (which is
very strongly recommerdded from my point of view) and within five years
we had paid off gll the loans and were in the clear. 1In the meantime
we had bought the property, spemt about eighteen thousand dollars in
its repglr gnd were then ready to go ahead with actually restoring
the beauty of 1ts interlor gnd the excellence of its outside.

That is where we were when you and Gugler came down. e are
therefore now going into the actual accomplishment of what we or-
iginally set out to do. How far we can £o we do not know. All we do

khow is that we are making a start.

Of carse there are may side lights which T must necessarily
omiy. The part that NmmxMr. Hgmlin of the Avgry Library had, - the
logg effdért to get in tamoh with Gugler which did not materialize until
recently, the Rxmx effort Morrall and McTerr put out on the repair,
the thousands of times the tollets seemed to get out of fix - and all

the rest. But 1t ha& been a rewarding experience and we all feel

now that it has been worth while. Thanks to all of you who have helped
us we realy believe that Reaufort will have a worthy reminder of 1its
fine old past. It is well wortbh doinge. .

I am sorry this has deiteloped into such a long letter - pare
ticularly with my typeing. I am like my wfe I try to talk faster than
my tongue can take it. However, with best regards I am,

Yours very truly Q.
teue i Sty
ovard EJ

e s
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UNCHANGED—The Lafayette Building in Beaufort, which has misht |
remained relatively unchanged for 165 years. Architects say it s erace’s
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DNCHANGED—The Lafayette Bullding in Beaufort, which has might
remained relatively unchanged for 155 vears. Architects say it 15 eraces
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TUNCHANGED—The Lafayette Bullding in Beaufort, which has|might
remained relatively unchanged for 155 years. Architects say it is erace’s

a fine example of the Adam period of architecture.
Architects Impressed By
Historic Beaufort Building

By FRANK RAMSEY
Morping News Correspondent
BEAUFORT, Sr C., May T.—

The old Verdler House, Beaufort,
better known today as the Dafay-
ette Bulldlog, was given a physical
and architectural examination re-
cently by some eminent acchitects

and authorities on historic bufld-

ings. These men were Eric Gug-|
ler, New York City, of the Ameri-'
can Scenic and Hislorical Ereser-

vation Soclety, Dr. Francis Ron-
zlds, Morristown, N. J., National|

‘Stoney of Charleston, S, C.

They were guests of Oswald nent antiguarians. Ronald Lee, sec-
rretary of the Natlonal Trust for
Beaufort on behalf of the Lafay- Historie Restoration was

'have been here, but was d

Knauth, who Invited them to

atte Bullding Committee, Their
verdict was that the Lafayettie is

g0 fine an example of the Adam ingt

period that it should be prekerved.
They also pxpressed thelr gratifi-
cation on whal had been accom-
plished in Beaufort by its own
citizens with their own means,
This building, once Zaced with
! destruction or adaption to purely
| commercial purposes, was Faved
by a group of local citizens repre-
| senting the old Beaufort Gollcge,
the Muscum and the Historleal

purcha by
AU ¢

Test
terlally changing it. so that it
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revenue and be selft supporting,
Now it has become self supporting
and is debt free, which is one of
1he ressons dor calling upon men
of expenience to  advise what
should be done next,

 The  visliting  consultgnts  sug-
gested that changes and improve-
ments be made slowly, one at a
time, ratlier than to embark upon
a wholesale alieration program,
Parls of the bullding which ean
he made into Museum Rooms
#hould be given priority atfention,
the visltors /thought. And If the
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‘The letterhead of the Lafayetic
Building Committec shows as rep-
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secvetary Mrs, F, W, Sclieper dr.;
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r officers elécted on Mon-
‘day afternbon at the business |
meeting are Mrs, Sidney Waters,
viee president; Mrs. Robert Bell,
jreagurer; Mrs. Tom Tebesu, re-
cording  =ecretary; Mrs. .George

| Sindersine, promotion secretnry:]
‘gecretaries: missionary  education
‘and! service, Mrs, G. W. Waters; |
spiritual life. Mrs. George M, HiJ, |
Sr.; Christian soclal relations and
local church activities, Mrs. Wil-
bur Matthew and Mrs. Arehie Baze-
more; youth work, Mrs, Fred
 Houser; children's work, Mrs. Ed
'Deyo: status of women, Mrs, Lov-|
ett Bazemore; student’s work, AMrs.
‘Bo Parker: supply work, Mrs, RHoy |
i!‘!cld: literature and puhlications,| .
Mrs. @, A. Freeman; fellowship|
‘chalrman, Mrs, M. D. Jamerson,

' Mrs, Wiliard Larisey. Jrv,, and Mrs, |
“Garl Attwell; sceretary specials,
Mrs, John Mills.

Study leaders, for afternoon,
Mrs. Doyle Cannady. Mrs. Jackson
[Howard aund Mrs, Melbourne Lov-
eit; night, Mps. Jim Stubbs and,
Mrs, Do AL Freeman. 1

The nominating commiilee in-
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Seaulort, South Carolina

February 21, 1355

LIELORANDUN: :

From: Jno, F. Morrall, Pres, The Committee Zbr the Freservatiou oi
the Lalayette 3uilding.

To: Contributors to this Troject.

Subject: Report.

At a meeting oI this Committee hela February lith it was declidecd
tc mare a complete report to those of you who contributed to this
project.

A Zinancial statement by the Treasu.er, Jrom the very beginning
through Dec. 31st last, is inclosed. As you will see, it is divided
into three phases: the acquisition oi the property, the repair oz
the property, and the liquidation o. indebtedness.

As you doubtless znow, the work on the LaFayette Z2uildirg has
not yet progressed beyond the stage o° repair. So much has, however,
been accomplished; the property is uow in good condition and is sui-
iiciently seli-sustaining to warrant uanderta™ing the ‘inal stage,
which is its restoration.

At the last meeting o:r this Committee action was talen loolking
toward an over-all study, with the advise oI compe®:ni architectural
consultants, o the requirements of this restoratior. As soon as the
study is completed, plans will be laid to proceed as expeditiously
as possible to the accomplishment of the purposes Zor which this pro-
perty was Z=ecured.

It is hoped that the building may become more and more of z2a
assat to Beau:zort and an atiraction to our visitors as the worl: pro-

gresses and the iinancial necessity to lease space decrezases.



FIRST DPHASE
Hov. 1945 - Jan, 1247

*pmxdsx  ACQUISITION  #&&kds%

RECEITTI:

*¥Individual Contributioans 6357.12
Trustees College o 3eauvlort
10 bring U. S, Savings donds

to Zace value. 17€7.88

Trustees College of Beaulort

to cover Expeuse Items, 239,20

Total Heceiptis: 8364.20
EXPENDITURES |

Expease
Attorneys ifees 50.00
Stenographer 24,00
Stationery & Postage 11.50
Recording Dapers = Doc. 3tamps 32.50
‘Interest 121.20

Total Expendaitures: 239.20

Furchase o- Property 3125.00

3364.20

Balance on Faud 5000, 00
8364 .20

*List o. Contributors /ill Be Furnished Upon Request.

H.C. The eund ol this phase leaves this project with $5000.00 on hand
“or ihe repair and restoration ol the property.



. . SZCOND PHASE . .

: Jan, 1947 - Dec. 1949

REPAIR
3ALANCE ON HAHD: 5000.0C
RECEIPTS:
Rent 4342.75
Sale o Used 3caZlolding 60.00
Additional Contributiois
Trus. o0i College oI Beaufort 4090.00
City oI BeauZort 500.00
- 900.00
*Borrowed liouey 11525.00
16827 ,75
= 21827.75
EXPENDITURES:
I Operational Expeuse:
Issurance (Fire = Windstorm) 1602 .27
Jater 5.93
Bank Charges ol Exchange 9.02
Superinteandants Commissions 313,36
iuterest 603.01
Stationery - Supplies 3.95
Flat of Froperty 11.50
Curtain 1.38
ttorney Fees 100,00
Hlaintainance QNepairs 43.35
2694.37
i Repairs % Restoration
{(a) Labor & Payrolls 5939.75
(b) Supplies & Services
Xinghorn 3Bldg. Supply Co. 187 .47
L. Schoeunberg ™ Son 83.60
Lightsey 3ros. 248 .14
Beauiort Hardware Co. 358,52
Western Auto 32.49
Young Lumber Co. 500,00
Tordham Hardware Co. 40.3¢
Zeaulort Supply Co. 382,76
Coastal Cabinet VWorls 509.67
Soyer Coustructicu Co. 40.01
3eau_crt Hachine Co. 8.32
ilorrall Furaiture Co. 441.12
Beaulort Developmeut Co. 99.00
ifacocnald Wil-ins Co. 30,856
3eaunzort Cabinet Vorls 125,12
ilartins Sport Shop 4,05 30¢2.84
(c) Sub Contracts
Boyer Const, Zo.-barber shep 2275.00
Joe finderson-Electric 510.00
L.H. Pisher Co-Electric 1008.10
J.E., Bmith-Sanding #Floors 75.00
Linghorn RBldg. Supply -Roc: 2058 .97
Paul Plumbing-Flumbiog 572 .98
J.&, Ihly-Gutters 254,20 8254,25
(i) Lisc. ZExpease
Liakility & Worlkmens Ics. 317.35
Building Fermit 5,00 322.35
17609.153
I1i HQepayment oX Borrowed hicuey 1500.00
Total Expenaitures: -
Balaace con Hagd 24,18
21827 .75

*Cash Bec: Shows a loan of $10,000.00 transierred .rom The Peoples Banl:
to Jasper Wcodls,
N.B. The end o the Jeccnd Fhase(Dec.ls4f)leaves this project with a very
small cash balance bui with ne accounts payable except current iiems
and a2 capital indebtedness oi $10.025,00.



- 90 o0

‘. TiIIRD PEABS
dan. 1, 1950 - Dec. 31, 1954

*xikk%  LITCUIDATION OF INDEETEDNESS  #dsokd#k

' BALAWCE ON HAND: 24,19
AECEIDPTS
Rent 17441 .80
Sale o Gas 2022 .18
febate cn Insurance i 40,56
Collected cn Vater 3.00
Error 01
18507 .55
18531.74
EXPEVDITURES:

I IExpeuse.

supt. Commissious 1205.48
Insurance 2088.03
Janiter 317.67
Ea.ul Charges 11.00
Iaterest 1411,43
Water 83.15
Cleaning 24.50
stationery % Supplies 10,59
5165,.85

II laintainance  Improvements

Aepairs

Plunping 63.46
Doors &t Lock 44.02
oo (Beaufort Supply Co.) 451,00
Faiat & Painting 238.89
Kisc. Haterials, Ete. 184,41

986.76

Additions % Improvements

Venetiarn Zlinds 54.38
Bannisters 65.00
Tile 14,31
Gas Tanlt 294,19
Sidewall:s 24,75
Alterations % Store Rcom 314.22

S06 .85

I11I Miscellaneous

Turchase oi Cas 1868 .31
ent Checizs leturced 20.00
Refunad oI 2ent 20,00
Contribdution tc Beaulort flusesunm 200.00

2108 .31

IV Paymeut on Loan 10025, €0

Total Expeaditures 19192.79
3al. on Hand 12/31/54 338,95

165631.724

M.3. The end o’ the third phase leaves this project with no outstanding
indebteduecs excer-t cuirrent items with a balance on hand of $338.85
and a2cccunts receivable (Gas “or the month of december) o $164.17.
Accounts Payable aore:

seaufort Buianag Gas Co. 151.68
Vater Bill 2.30
153.%3
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Horristown National Historical Perk
Morristown, New Jerséy

Mrs. Helenm Duprey Bullock

Wational Trust for Historie Preservation
712 Jeckson Plsce, Horth WHest
Ha-ﬂhj_ﬁgm 6. nl 6.

Dear Helens

Thanks ever so much for your latter concerning lafayetie
Hall in Beaufort, Bouth Carolinh,

Atteghed are prints we had made "showing before and after?®
views of the Wmilding., Will these be satisfaptory, and vhen do
you have to have ths 250 or 300 words? It is sasier for me to
write & boolklet thsn cover any subjest in 250 words, I envy your
sditorial ebility.

¥hat are the dates for the Nashwille Mpeting. I sertainly hope
to attend.

Regards to Fred end tell him I em not losking forward to dune
11th this year with the enthupiagm of 195k.

A1l of the best to you,

Francds 8. Ronalds
Superintendant

Enclosure
FSRonalds/bjcarroll
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Morristown National Historissl Park R 1
Narristown, New Jersey PR

dJune 1, 1955

Mr. Howard B, Danner
o/o Wallace & Danner
Beaufort, Scuth Carolina

Dear Mr, Darmers

Enclosed sre Sheriff MoTeer's photographs, of which we have
taken printe for use in ths Notionel Trust Bulletin. AL any rate
now that we have prints, the before Restoration picture dossn't-
have to be kept in a safe or handled so gingerly. -

The Director of the Frust haa sgreed to yun the pittures and
wants me to write some 250 or 300 words to explain vhat you
doinge Please let me have gs soon a8 possible what you would like

to Mr. Beck, I don't lmow just whoor what owns the buildings Then
I partisularly want ypu to a1 me what nsmes besides your dum
should be used as the principal movers in the saving énd restoring
of the halle The facth that yon were zble to gave the building

vy borrowed funds, repaid from inoaué derived from rent is the
fact to be stresseds

Ta other words, please lat me have your gwn resume describing
the self-help nature of the project and the agencies and people
cooperating to restore the building,

It is precisely your adaptive use that I would like ‘o siress
ap prefersble to the Mvelvet xope treatment? in saving housede yhat
you have done ang are doing should help save other houses,.

¥y regards to Mrs. Danner.,

Bimm'ﬂiy’

Francis 8, Bonelds

F3R/je




Morristown National Historical Park
Morristowm, Nud,

June 1515. 1955

Mr, Eric Gugler
101 Park #verma
Kew York City
Dear Erie:

What shell I sey 4n 300 wrds aboud Lafayette Hall®
Please give me something good to.say sbout ths Beaufort
people.

I retwrned the photographs o Danners end have sent
printa to Helen Bullock,

Cheerio)

Frangis B, Ronalds
Superintendent

FSRonalds/bjc
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71% JACEBEON PLACE, N.W. 2 WASHINGTON 6, D. @Q.

Tolephonar Natiowal 82318 EXECUTIVE OFFIGE

Fay 19, 1955

My, Bonald 7. Yee

7. 8. Dorartaent of Isteriar
Hational Pord- Service

Room 7118 -~ Isterior Duilding
Vashington 25, 0.

Tazr Fermiet

Thanic you for havinmg the quarterly 41
issus is pondercusly moving forvard Sovard swhi
hand as I jugple several dozen other thi:

too late to remada 1t. The 111:4111"1.1:5 2
extra coples ordered Yy the orpmizag

for ths su—ner,

Yhat v would p
after coler 2lides {or »
ens of mors shiows on th
Thanka to the dovice ov

% e sesn nlusys o have
icosing demand as lesturers.
: n board moeting, it is
by, dut loerative for &the

pbnd ne about 250 or 30C words,
) g £3. As you Imow our seven pages
tond :lm‘.im. I tidn¥ the Pemnfort people will
firn copies of the iswng, o when I mse the
hen an effer, To roprodues in offset I need
y smaller) clossy printa. Ferimemtal eompositiens
ires, elther rorizoental or vertical for ene,

Sincerely

Urs. Helea Dupray Sullock
Mstoﬂ.n




NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORTC PRESERVATION
712 JACKSON PLACE, N.W. WABHINGTON 6, D.C.

May 19, 1935

Mr; Fonald ¥, Lee

U. 8, Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Room 3118 - Interior Building
Ha.stﬂ.ngtﬂn 25, D, oo

Dedr Ronnis:

Thank you for having the guarterly in mind. This spring issue is ponderously
moving forward toward publication with my laff hand as I juggle several

dosen other things with the right, so it is too late to remske it.

The 1llustrations have been promised and extra copies ordered by the

organisations supplylng thems W11l iry for the summer,

What we Bould mertioularly like, alsaj is some before-and-after color
glides (cr black and white) 35 mm, We spsm always to have one or more
ghows on the rosd and are in increasing demand a8 lectwrers. Thanks

to the-devige set up st a repent execitive board meeting, it is dot anly
good mimadonary work and good publicity, but lucrative for the Trust,

I =m going to ask Fren to send me about 250 or 300 words, and text for oap-
tions for the'pictures, As you lmow cur seven pages are a small, but
potent medimme I think the Beaufort peopls will probably want to get
extra coples of the issue, and when I'use the plctures, we will make

them an offer. To reproduce in offset I need fairly sharp 8 x 10

(or mmalley) glossy prints. Horisontal compositions are a must for

two plotures, either horisontal or verticsl for one.

Sincerely,

Mrs, Halen Daprey Bullock
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May 19, X955 HiS

Mr. Francis S. Ronalds, Superintendent
Morristown Nabtionsl Historical Park
Morrigtown, New Jersey

Dear ¥Fran:t

Will be delighted to have some glossy
prints, and whet's more would like 35mm slides
as well, as you can see by the enclosed to Dr.
Lee. Will you send me not more than 25C to
300 words on the Lafayette Bullding dsscribing
the self-help nature of the project, and the
vory sbeclal agencies and people cooperating
to restore it to be signed by you. We alsc
advocate adaptive use, as preferable to the
Hvelvet rope” treatment, and really believe
old buildings have a greater chance of survival
when used in some practical way than vhen left
to the mercies of the silver offering at the
door.

When do you come this way?t To the
A.M,A, meoting perhasps?! We'll look forward to
seelng you at least at the Nashville meeting -
which promises to bs & wonderful ome,

Sincerely

Qelin.

Mrs. Helen Duprey Bullock
Historian
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Mr. Frangis B, Ronalds, Superintendent
Morristown National Historical Park
Morristown, New Jersey

Dear Frans

WR11 be delighted to have pome glossy prints, and what's more
would like 35mm slides as well, s you can see by the enclosed o
Dr. lee. W1l you send me not move tham 250 to 300 woerds on the La=-
foyette Buildihg desoribing the self-help nature of the project, and
ths very special agencies and people cooperating to restors it to be
signed by yom. We &lso advocate adaptive use, as referable to the
valvet rope” treatment, and really believe old buildings have a
greater chance of suryival when used in some practicel wey than when
laft to the mercies of the silver offering at the door.

Whén do you come this way? To the AM.A, meeting perhaps?
Will look forward io geeing yot at lasst at the Nashville meeting -
which promises to be a wonderful ons,

Bircerely,

Mrs, Helan Doprey Bullock
Historian




lorristown Netional Historical Paxl—
Horristown, lNew Jersey

oy 13, 1955

Memorandun
Tos Regional Director, Reglon Ore
Fromi Superintendent, Morristown National Kistorical Parl
Subjectr Sign %o provent vandalism
Shaldon Church ig a very bmresaive ruin near Beaufort,
South Carelina, Both the ruing and the old grave yerd are well
csred for by the parish of Bt., Helena's Fplscopal Church, Beduforts
I was partdoulerly struck by a dignifisd hamging sign
&t the entrence o the Churchyard. After read ng the sign it would
tales = proily hard cased vandnl t6 lenve 1itier o seratch his nene
on the tombs, I later met the rector of 8t, Holemas rnd wag glad
%o have the opportunity to congratulate nim an the sign which resds
as follows:
"Friends who hrve come inte our church Yerd Please Treat thesa
secred ruina, the graves and mounds that swround them with
the respectfnl reverence they daperve. Let us leave feeling

old Sheldon is mot worse bub better fur owe presenca,”

Francis 8. Boralds
Superintendent

Qopy tot Mr, Bongld F. lee
F8Ronalds/bJturner




Morristewn Naticnsl Historical Park r\l (.;J;}’ N
Morristown, New Jersey \ '

May 12, 195§
M. Samuel M. Bemiss
Richmond, Virginia
Dear Mr, Bemisst
Thank you ever o much for your gift of the Virginis Oavalcads,
The first lssus, Spring, 1959 has just arrived and I am charmed
by its format. ZLooking forward to reading it tonight,
It wus a great pleasure meeting you and I do hops that the
next time you come to New York you will pay us a visil,
Sinverely yours,

Francis 8. Ronnlds
Superintendent

FSRonalds/bic
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Eay 12, 1955

Mr. Samuel Hopking Adams
Beaufort; Bouth Carclins

Deaxr Mr, Adamy:

It was a great pleasure meeting you in Beaufort s week ago
Sunday and thanks a lot for saving my life that eveninge

I do hope that the next time you get to New Tork you will
call Epric Gugler or me for a getetogether at the Century,

On the shance that you haven't seen the Mey 1l issus of the
Saturday Review I am sending Bemmett Cerf!s remaris about you,

Sincerely yours,

Enclosuire
FSRonadds/bjcarroll




Morristown Natiomal Historicel Park
Morristown, New Jersey

May 12, 1955

Mr. Cualdo Ford
Battle Road
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Fords

Whils in Charleston, South Carvline my hostess, Miss Josephine
Pinckney introduced me to Mrs, John Frost, who ounms the Ford
Family Bible, we had heard so much abouts

I exmmined the bible and found that it hes nothing to do
with the Jacob Fords of Morristown, only the Charlsston descendants
and the bibls itself is dated 1813,

Mrs. Frost is & very delightful person and a good friend
of Dr. Frank Pinckney, who visits them whem he goes to Charleston,

411 of the best to Mrs., Ford and your gocd self,
Sincerealy;,

Franois 8. Ronalds
Superintendent

FSRonalds/jearrall
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Morristown Bational Historical Park SR [ \
Morristown, Hew Jersey

May 11, 1955

Mr, Howard E. Damer
c/o Wallagce & Damner
Besufort, ‘South Carolina

Doy My. Danners

Congratulations on your cleay and accurate summation of how we all
felt sbout yor plans for Lafayetts Hall,

I have sant copiss of your report, together with coples of your letter
o ¥r. Bedk, which you gave me in Beaufart, to Ronald ¥. Lee in Washington.

Eric kept the photographs to. show to Albert Simons and as yet has
not returned them to me, I would like to keep Mr. MoTemr's photograph of
the btuilding before restorstion until I can have prints made frem it. It
is this photograph, together with the present sppearance of the Hall
that I wish tq have to 1llustrate an artiols on your efforts in the

Bulletin of the National Truste 8

By this time you kmow that Albert S8imons agreed te fumish the
plans and specifications to earry out the exterioe plans,. You will be
glad to kmow that in Willigmsburg, Virginis, on my way north, Ed Kendrew
wvas enthusisstic sbout Mr. Simons! abilities along restoratlon linese
Ed is Vice President and Chief Apchitest of Willismsburg, Inc.

It is my belief that Mr. Simons would be guits campetent {o advise
on the paint snd wall paper and should be a better adviser then a Park
Serviee man as he could follow through on this. Pleese ask him sboul this
when you see him,. i SE

I do not mow how to thank you, and if I may-be permitted to use
the word, my other good Beaufort friends for a wonderful two days in
your lovely toune It was 2 _wtépﬁvﬂﬁge to ‘see go many interesting end
beautiful houses, not the least of them being the Darner house,

MMImmwOan'm.ﬁ.'m on your next

¥ith all of the best to you and your lovely lady, .
.SS.__" .

i V()
P ptin ,_} : ffm&/
Francis 8. Ronalds

I
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¥orristoun National Historieal Park

Morristowm, Wew Jersey

P. B8, Did you know that Samuel Hopikins Adsms' hext Mook has been
t.a;bﬁ bty The Bock-ofethe«Month Club?

Do you have any copies of ®The Beaufort County®™ pamphlet, and
the lsaflet with Mr, Adams! a 1‘. of Basufort? I wuld greatly
sppreciate receiving copiss o 72;

Ta 50 £~j[
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REPRESENTING THE BEAUFORT MUSEUM:

REPRESENTING THE COLLEGE

OF BEAUFORT: W. Brantley Harvey

John F, Morrall, Chairman J. E. McTeer

Howard E. Danner, Treasurer

MEMBERS AT LARGE:
REPRESENTING THE BEAUFORT COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY Mra. Gus Frank
: Mrs. Rivers Varn
Mra. Chiotilde R. umin Sec'ty. Meyer Schein

Mrs. AMCERRF o s"hepl‘s |

BEAUFORT, S. C.
May 10, 1955

Dr.Franclis S, Ronalds
Netlonal Park Service
Morristown, N.J,

My dear Dr. Ronalds:

This Committee wishes to express to you its sincere appreciuavion
for your kindness in coming to Beaufort to give us so generously
of your time and services. We feel that your suggestions for the
restoration of this old b ulldinug will be of great value toc us and
we cannot thank you enough.

We hope 1t will be possible foryou to come back when we have finished
the job and see the "after" of our work.

Youbd sincerely, qﬁ;
cLielde 2.

(Mrs.) Chlotilde R.Mawtin,
Seore'bal‘y. "
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i Morristown Nationsl Historical Park
. Morristown, Now Jersey

Mey 10, 1955

HE‘., Ronald F. Lee

U. 8, Department of the Interior
lational Park Bervice
Washington 25, D. C.

Dept Ronnles .

Attached are copiss of Howsrd Danner's sumeation of our findings
on the restoration of Lafeyette Hall together with a copy of his letter
to Lawrence Beck, outlining the early history of the original strugels to
peve tha building. The two togather will give you & pgood plcture of
the situations Incidentally, lafeyette Hall 1s very worth saving.

Eric said he sent you a pamphlet on Besufort County. On Page
17 is plotured Danner's own home which is an absolntely £ nating
w qui g:nny paid it alweys made him think of the ; of the

Wa wers antertained at Mgrshlands; plotured on page 1, without
the bar on the-front piasza, This ig the hovse of Francis Criswald's,
Sea Imsiland Lady and was Oenerel Sherpan's Headquarters on his way north

8 1, We were tekem imto all the beat houses in Beaufort,
They ware well worth geeing.

Thers are two plages where Damner has mentioned me that need

« I think it would be & winderful halp to Beaufort's
morals to have Freddis Rath print a "bafore and after® restoration
pleture of Lafayette Hall in the National Trust Bulletin. The ploturass
are most grephic md Freddie conld extrnet & story about what they are
doing from the enclosed materisl, Eric kept the photographs to show
Albert Simons in Charlestcn and did not return them 4o me, bub I will
send them on as soon as I get them{ I do hope that the Trust ecan do
thig much for them. Inoldentally, Denner, who iz president of the Bemue
fort County Historical Society said that the Scoiety would be happy to
Join tha Trust,

The second mention deals with what locks like presumption on my
part, namely an offer to send a Hmtlonal Park Service architect to advise
on original colorss Actuslly, this was Erig's suggestion in shich he
used both our names. I asked Elbert if there was any poasibility of a
Regional Architest atopping at Beaufort on his way betwesn Sumter and

: Pulaski, Elbert said singe the move to Philadelphis he doesn't have
i anyon!qmlitiadtouallthmhwtdmmumoriginalpdntanﬂvﬂli
PeDeET e




Howaver, I sée no reagon why Albert Simons pan't do this himself
and have po stated in writing to Danners

Josephinia Pincknay asked the Simons and the Warings (publisher of
the Charleston News and Conrier) to have dimmer with us in Cherleston
Mondsy nipghbe After dimmer Simons agréed to take gn the resteration
work as outlined by Danner, IEd Eendrew tcld me that Bimons would be
a fire man to carry out this work. It was also Erie's suggestion
that they employ Simons,

I think the abpve will bring you up to date on lefayette Hall
but I do hope that you won't go to Charleston without seping the place
for yourself,.

A1l of the best,

Francis 8., Ronaldy
Suparintendent

FSRonalds/bjcarroll




Yorriatown National Historical Park ; L_JL"J o
Morristown, New Jersey A wiar )

Mey 9, 1955

Mr, Rongld F, 1ee

Us 8. Departmant of the Interlor
Netional Perk Service
Washington 25, D. C.

Pa=r Ronnles

Eric geve mh the enclosed correspondence from Albert Simons
of Charleston, regarding the pressrvation of the "Old Patent Office"
in Waskington. I wes surprised to learn that the building once
boused the Iriterior Depariment. Eric hopes_that you will have some
ideas on the subject for him to pesz on to 83mons.

A renl report on our trip to Ssuth Carolina will have to wait
wmtil w8 ecan 21l eross ouwr legs for a good talk. Howgver, I will
be sending yoit ‘the dope ¢n Lafsayette Hall within a few days. Eric
made & really swell speech before some forty leading citizens at the
Sunday night affair and I told them how terrific they were in saving
the building. I meant it, .They have done just what we have always
had in mind to do.

Eric parsuaded them to twrm the ectusl supervision over to
Albert Simons, vho we later met in Charloston, whore we later werse the
guests of Josephine Pinckney, who is now added to my list of very
gspecial peopls.

Last Wednesday, Elbert and I drove to Willlamsburg with Sam Bemiss,
who insisted that I attend the fommission meetings. It was good to
see Connia, but we were sorry that you couldn't have been theres I got
Ed Alexander to agree to spesk here next Washington's Birthday. This
morning's mail brought a cerd from Sem Bamiss, saying that he wase
sending me a yesr's subscription to Virginie Cavalcade,

Wedneaday, Sandy Hemmilton is having a luncheon meeting at the
Brook Club to discuss membership plans for the American Sgenic. Eric
and I do hope you can be-there as we are afrsid the other members don'i
feel the way we do about the "drive" for new mambers,

Freemsn Tilden writes that he would like to see me next weé
at the Plsyers,

An sure that Irma has sent you the newspapers on the Segratary's
visit to Federsl Hall, Oardner can certainly cbtain newspaper coverage.




wE

Connie wrote a wonderful letter to Congreseman Aspinall and I am
keeping &1l finpere, including thumbs, constantly crosseds

Oliver Jensen chema out yesterday to dissuss the Hows Urderly Book,
and I am to po over the layout at the JAmericen Heritage Wednesday
Mﬁlﬂﬂg.

ol Bd Murrow asked me about Echo Dam, He had received & copy of Enopfis
L |

All of the best,

Simerintendent

Pe 8. Did your ears bwr on May lat? Erie told d. 1 Beaufort, what it
had mizsed by your inabdlity to be there.

Ft ﬂ. R'

FSRonalds/bicarroll
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Morriestown National Historical Park S
Morristoun, Wew Jersey

My 9, 1955

Mr, T. Pitkin

Federal Hall Memordal
¥Wall and Masgasu Btreots
NewYork City, New York

Dear Tommy:

Lastweek in Charleston, Josephine Pinckney gave ms a copy of
her Three 0'Clock Dinner, vhich I resd over the weekend, It contains
& very interesting conversation on the differonse betwaen emigrants
and imigrants, wiich I don't belidve you will wish te adoph for- the
Husenm,

%7 pather liks paseing by the graves of ‘the old pecple svery day
on my way to the office; it makes for continuity, which is the only
way man, to my idea, with the stingy epan of 1life allotted to Him,
can achieve anything, Now, those old people~ the emiprants, as we
cell thsm here, to-avoid the invidions le--" '

"How that's just the differenss between us," said 0tDell, playing
slong easily in Wick*s vein, "My grandparents were just inaigrants/
They came from Irelend after the potato famine.”

"En? Well, they'll becomeé emigrarts in a gameration or &o,"
gaid Wick courtecusly. "I advise you to inaugnrete the statuas right
away, Ancestors ere just like children, you can't bagin training them
$oo soon. Amywsy, your children will make ths change - 1t develops nafurally.”

VMaybe 8o, but bedam if I don't remember the old folka too well,”

"Han, I have the advantage of you there. I'm ffe@ to imagine mine
as fine-feathered as I like,"

Franois S. Ronalds
Superintendsnt

FSRonalds/bjcarroll
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READY TO-WEAR

E[A(/FO/?T S. C

HOWARD E. DANNER

JOHN S. HRYHARRDW May 5 1955 \
AJJL:
Dr. Francis S. Ronalds \/},
Rational Pexrk Service,

Morristown, N. J.

Desr Dr. Roneldsi-

May I teke this opportunity to thenk you personally for coming
to Beaufort end helping us in our efforts for the Lafsyette Building. I feel that
our conference was exesctly what wo meeded and thet we can now go ahead in the
right direotion.

In order that we mighthave a sort of blue print upon which to proceed
I tried to reduce our conclusions to a written report which we mede laast night
to the full committes., As I heawe writtem Mr. Gugler, you and he and Stoney were
particeps criminis to this proceeding so if you find any glaring inscocuracies in
the inslosed report please correct me.

A young fellow brought me the inclosed photograph of the doorway
and I thought you might perheps be interested in it as sn example of the kind of
Adem decoration to be found in the building. Incidentally the post card you have
of the buillding at the time we took over seems to be about the only one we can
find, so if you could retum it to me when you are through with it I would eppfe-
olate being sble to give it back to Ed McTeer.

With kindest personal regards, I em,

Youra verytruly, :g

Howard E. Danner.




° ® &
WAVLACE & DANNER
drny goodls, shroes, lothic

READY-TO-WEAR QJ
)
Bravrorr. S.C. by
HOWARD E. DANNER 7 10
JOHN S. HRYHARROW May 5 1855 /‘(_,
Dr. Frencis S. Ronalds \,5
National Park Servioce, -

Morristown, N. J.

Deesr Dr. Ronalds:=-

May I take this opportunity to thank you personally for coming
to Besufort and helping us in our efforts for the Lafayette Building. I feel that
our conference was exactly what we meeded and that we cen now go ahead in the
right direction.

In order that we mighthave & sort of blus print upon which to proceed
I tried to reduce our conclusions to a written report which we made last night
to the full committee, As I hawe writtem Mr. Gugler, you and he end Stoney were
particeps coriminis to this prooeeding so if you find any glaring inaccuracies in
the inolosed report pleese correct me.

A young fellow brought me the inclosed photograph of the doorwsy
and I thought you might perhaps be interested in it as an exsmple of the kind of
Adem decoration to be found in the building. Incidentally the post card you have
of the building at the time we took over seems to be about the only cne we cen
find, 8o if you could return it to me when you are through with it I would appfe-
oiate being sble to give it back to Ed MoTeer.

With kindest personal regards, I am,

Yours wverytruly, . 2

Howard E. Danner,




REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APFOINTED FEB. 16th
®$0 make o complete study, with the assistanse
of ocompotant consultants, of tho steps neces=
sery to implement the purposes of this commite
4ee as to the restoration of the property, the
esrnarking of the seme as a momorial sscording
to the original purpose and the disposition of
the smme on a pormanont basis®
The committes sz appoinmted oconmsists of Mr. Morrall
My. MoTesr md lMr. Danner.

Thio ugh the kind offices ¢f lr, Oswald Kmmuth this sub-ccmmittee
was fortunste in confering with Mr. Eric Gugler of New York, end B,
Pﬁ{sia Ronalds of Morristown N. J. &nd the National k Sesviwe, both

of whom are trustess of The Americam faximty Scenic snd Historiod/ Pre=
servation Scoiety and Mr. Smmel Gaillard wﬂﬂﬂbuhnton. Dr. Ronsld
o,

¥ S
Fo Lee, Seorstary of The National Trust for Historio Rem: %ﬂm was to have
//Q\E\
besn present at the confersnce but deta r in Washington by officiel busi-
ness. < <\ -. )
After a complete, thou;h super ’I/u-:l.nuuon of the building on Sundgy

"

May 1at both as to its ’:f;-ﬁor i:g\mhr}n; the three visiting consultants end

$his sub-committes ;uﬂﬁlﬁn‘mﬂ th# ‘pﬂl-roc- table for a detailed discussion
of tho prob Hms involvld. 3 /
The vI§HE; ‘hoonmmwns
(!q Bighly gndatory of the intrinsic werth of the building, partioular

\ | sttention being called to the stair hall. There was no doubt as %o the
opi.n:l st it is well worth the cost and effort entailed in its

(B) e congratulatory on the self-help wsy in which
the preservation of the building hes progressed so far.

Dr. Ronalds indiontsd that there is a probsbility that m erticle on this
project mey bo run in the Net ional Trust Megasine. He slso stated that ho would in
all probability be b le to furnish a &tionnlgn-k d.rviea antiquarisn when the
servuces md asssitance of such sn opert would be nesded.

The detailed procedure to be suggested, es arrived at aftor mush back-end -

forth disocussion on almost every point gcmm be approximately summasrised as follows:



The a ppreach to the ﬁmptrw w ould naturslly fall into three categories
or plms whicsh could be followed graduslly but comourrently:
Plsn A, Hmfing to do with the interior.

Plan B. Heving to do with the exterior front
Plan C. Having to do with the exterior resr.

A THE INTERIOR.

Do the halls amd the ball-room, then the card ( or retiring ) room.

These would oconstitute the "public area” during the next phese of Emkarmx
restaration. The remainder of the building wuld be ented as at présent md the
income used to wtire the neceasary loan. : A ‘ \

Contions The s proach to restoration a 1;51_1;_“& o be & prectisal
and not a "perfectionist™ one, hnrigg jd :ﬂml\ﬁm mnni‘hy to maintain the
best obtainsble income without la{glloing ensentisls, It will be very oesy to
"over-do" it . While exx hportmt nh(ﬂjhnuld be replssed no effort to
restore every detail is a;n/ lngy n\muhmn; of shgles = leave original
sorew hdes as is. [ ( \‘\ \ p:
In cther wm&,\u- ides # should be to spend the arilable monsy on

=gx mgjor i mhfor hm?li/ tials to a later dste.

DETAILED 8 ( not in| $he grder of precedense)
s Heplese: where dsolutely necossary
bes Eemove wal

0. Finish (natursl) two front hall doofrs.
de Imstall flush plywood panel doors on toilets gnd paint so as to resemble
pmnelling. Hothing to show exoept knobs and locks.
es Instell/fanging "sounter balance” lsmp under arch.
fo Remove wiring.
ge Strengthen bannisters on stairwsy by instelling iron rods in place of
spokes about one every fourth spoks
he Install standing office markers (brass or wood) (with or without elestric
}ight) and remove all other signs.
is For finish of walls and colors of painting wait for sdvise from expert
from H. P. 8.
STAIR HALL AND UPSTAIRS HALL
s For bamisters see above.
b. Repair peladian window where nesded md truin vines to shisld.
0o Refinish the three ppatairs doors in netural wood
d. Install handsome rimlocks and glass door knobs on sme.
¢. Hmg orystal chendeliers.
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2. Remove ell electric outlots except besseboard plug-ins.
b. Use floor md table lamps only.
os Defer repairs to flcor
de Defer unimportant mninutas in missing details of woodwork
e, Defeor doors on closets. Bo not straighten door-ways.
£+ Repair fireplace
g+ Rephir fireboard erd mantel - sxoept for details in plaster degorastion
which akinikx should be deferred for thopressnt. lir Stonsy suggested that oo
plete picture of scene migh be secured by edvertismment.
h. For ﬁ.n;lh on walls and colors of painting wait to get expert advise
N=P. 5. man,
p % lu.fﬂohnt cocmpletion this woom shiuld be ignated as a "memorisl
roon”= pending the time when the entire build mey be so desigmated.

S. CARD ROOM ( OR RETIREING ROOM) \

g Remove wall bomrd.

be Investigats presence of original or smd if éqﬂd uncover REEEX Small
frame, RN Y '

c. Bepair fireplace. / "u_

a. For eleotric repair see ball ,{96 /)
Boflr repairs €0 mamtel. "\ / /

efer repairs to woodwork. N
;. Do not replese nil-ltohid doei'q

PLAN B,  BXTERIOR FRONT. ;',/ ‘\-\»

The suggestion wig\uuh that Lh services ér Albert Simons, Architect of
Charleston S. C m\uu{t foe to furnish specific plans snd s pecification
to effect ﬁ gestions , which ere subject to revision in his better
e

a. The M ide of themmsonry wall, up to the bottom of bosrd=line
to be red with a leafy vime - fig nine or similar. The effect sou

ww.ld’b‘n hixxkis that the entrance to the restsurant would be a "hole in the

vinos®,

be The treads of eoncrete steps to be covered by white marble slabs with proper
protruding nosing and to extend slightly over the ends of the steps themsel-
VoBe

o¢ Tho mail box to be removed.

de The John Mark Verdier marker to be removed.

es All signs ( exsept the one hanging on a stantion) to be removed.

f. Floor to downstairs piasza to be made waterproof.

g+ Plessa ceiling to t0 ceiled ez m 1is the upper one.

he Wrought iron bannisters to be installed es suggested by the architect.

i. Front doorway to be repaired.

FLARN C. EXTERIOR REAR.
8s Build sn "end" gate as an entrsnce via the present conorete walkwsy. Design



axharfipishedxinaesivitarkax

%o be furnisied by architect.
be Cover prosent consrote wallkway with tﬁru covered arbor and train wvdnes up
to soroen paladisn window. Entrase to old flower shop to be via this arbor.
. Plant a "box-wood"” garden in open ares. If permission can be secured to
oover bus-station walls with vines = 0. K. if nor soreen with besk-ground
shrubbery.
de Soreen esst wall of old flower shop with shrubbery or convert into attractive
shop front ( bow window etc).

Defer installatuon of blindas. i
Remive gorial fron & 1
Relocate gas pipe line on west well. !
Repair upper porsh floor \ %
Fuint exterior.

That ¢t do sbout gutters was not diloull‘é VB ot

\.
’ff P ‘\'\

// - N b

«00) dollars be borrowed, to be repaid
a8 possible md thet his sum be made

wd o!‘»ih-ﬂ which shall heve supsrvision over sll plantings
and ashall be sauthpoiged to make suoh agreements and contr
l .'lt shall nscessary thereto.
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TW0 CONSULTANTS AT BEAUFORT SEE LAPAYETTE HOUSE hy 0 ,m-»-—\/

BRAUFORT, May 2~ (Specisl) Two Specialists in preservation of
historic sites counseled here this weskend on future care of ths Lo=
fayette houss in Bay Streey., They are Eris Uugler, New York areiritsct,
and Franois 5, Ronalds of Morristown, New Jersey, associated with

the Netional Park Servica.

Both are directors of the American Scenic and Historis Preservation
8calety, which was formed to preserve Niagara Falls, They also
ave smong thé founding members of the Netional Trust,

Mr, and Mrs, Ougler snd Mr, Roralds are house guests of Oswald

W. Knsuth at Brooms Farm, Yesterday they inspegted the Lafeyette
house, Whith wes built about 1800 in the Adsm style of architecture,
Sgvaral years ago & local commitbes bought and restored the propertye
It was falling into ruilns, Todsy 1t housed & cafe and offices,

Both visitars praised efforts of Beaufort citimens to preserve the
landmark. They expressed approvel of fitting an old building for
modsrn use rather than turming it into a muséum. They made
recomendations on restoring some of the intericr, and will
advise further on other matters.

Several Beaufort odtisens met with them yesterdsy afternoon at
4+, Enmuthte house, . Among thoss telcing part in ths discussions

were Howard Demmer, 1fF Jo Be McTeer and W. Bran Harvey of
Beaufort and Sammel Gaillard Storey of Charleston, teot and
antiquarian, ‘

The Guglers and Mr. Ronalds left todsy cn their way home by way
of Charlestane
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Mr. lLewrense T. Beak i ;‘/v)J

Lawrence T. Beck Assoointes f ; =

250 Pardc Avenne | '

New York City J( .

After your vieit to the sdecallsd lefayetie Building ‘the other day you
asked that I pive you a little summary of this project, I azm pleared
to give you the gtory as I know it, which is quite intimately, as I have
been commected with the matter from its inceptdor.

This project was born in the imeginatdon of the Trustens of the Ccllege

of Beaufort, and ancisnt institutdon, by owr stendards, whichwas incarporated
by the Assembly in 1795 andtherefore about contemporery with the tilding

in question, The miqutes of thiz Board dated Mer, 15, 1oLt reaite &

motlon to the effect "that there be sppointed a cémmittes of two which

shall advise the Beaufort County Historical Society and The Besufert

Moseum thet this Bosrd would be intersated in colloborating with them in

an effort directed tewird gecuring the property =t the sormer of Bay mnd
Scott Streete, better known as the Lafayatte tuilding, for the purpose

of preserving ths seme,"

Thie commiftes was duly arpointed and the two organigations sroroacherd

did licewise, These repregentatives formed what wes called The Committee For
The Preservation of The Lafayette Building, 46 whick wevre addied thres
merbers at lapge. . Of course our Mrat job was 46 dotermine whether or

not the bullding was astually worth meserving, We falt that our sppreisal
night be influanced by wishful thinidng, We therefore looked ints its
historle significence end got the best possible meehitectural adviss,

Foom. =n histarde point of vlew 4t was found to be relatively unimportant
in a locality like this, which, == you know, has probably the grectest mne
adveriicpd historic bapiground 4n Amerira,  The house 4in mart end :
percal of Beaufort!s fine tredition, tmt aside from s visit by the Marqui
de Isfeyelie dn 1825, &t yiich time he wms entertained in 4is house and
Spoigd. 10 the assembled populace from dtd balcony,. there appear to be zo
Incidents of historio importanee attached 4o 1t,

It seens that, yhile Besufort wes at 211 times orior to tha late ummlease
antness & community of exeepticnsl wealth and suli ura, there were two
particuler perlods of presperity, Ons of thesa was dir! g tha laszt years
of the elghteenth century, at which time meny of our fire houses wWere
built, The other wes in the years brecketing 1850, md at this tims other
gocd houses were erected, Among these wis cur own house which you have
been nlce enouph to say you like.
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It was; however, in the firs} of these periods, hetween 1790 and 1795,
o, our best knowledge that: the Lafaystte houauw-buil‘berohnHark
Verdisr, a relative of "the chancellor® DeSmussure, the first Sec-
retary of the Treasury. It is-maid to have Been besutifully appointed
and wes certeinly constructed in the finest faghitn, in the best of

the late Adam design of irterior znd exterior ;hﬂ-ration. It has,

of caurse, gone. through considersble prnisiment tvbr the yoars, lmt

the mahogany doors, ihe exquisite mmtels and the fin- woodwork are
almost intact, though sliphtly battered, The frdemrk ‘#nd underpinning
have beén found £ be in an aimost unbelim&b’*;sr exaeilent condition,

At my rate, we had the buildjng pgrniﬁad by & ramber of prominent
archibects, among whom were Alheet Pimons, =nd Ssnuel Geillard Stoney
of Charleston. gimmx, as you know, did the Ddck Street Theatre and
the Heyward Weshington house .and others, and Btonsy had devoted many
years: to the historic aspect of CharisstonPs architecturs and written
extensively un 'the subject. lir. Talwest Hamlin of the Avery library who
is an suthority on (reek Revival-also gave us Hdip eftiiviste of its
worthe Thess ahd others sli told us that the buflding wes g genm,

wéll worth any effort it might take t» presarve 1t.

This was the green light for the committes, This houwe, located &t
a strateglc position in the town snd the last possible oppertunity

%o seours one. of dur good houses for the pmblic secrmed sn’opportunity
to preserve one limk with our ,pmt, ane 13ttTe bit of the a’moaphere
wiich is really Besufsrt and distin;uahas It from the run of the
mill toim,

The Committee set to work, It enliskd the asxigtaneas of the Truat,eu
of the College, wht stretched their f{inancisl aid: te the 1imit and
really ensbled u# tc work out o rather uniqua Bystem of soliciting
denations, < We asgked only for United Steten Savings Bonds, Eut the
College had apreed to take u.uua bonds at face wl,m and earry ’c.‘lem

o .m‘hn‘i‘b?-

Yo
w

We had bean i Pormed thdt the building cenld be repsired Tor five
thousand dollarg, which sum Later turmed oub to be woefully Iinadequate.
With the forhiitaus fiterest of the Verdisr Pemily shich dimed the
building and were ceptivated by the possibility 6f its being préserved,
it wes nd that we could steal the proberty for‘theee thougend
dcsfllpﬂﬂ. A goal yf eight theusand dollmrs was tnﬂnfg;é get, zmd in

a Yigorous csmpaim, it was rm node

The property wds bought and u‘n: title ﬁﬂeﬂ. in The Besufort Museunm
which 18 8 corporatibn chartepred.by the Stata. The Cellege made the
noney a vetlable and thesicrk of repair antl restorntion wae beguns

Inmediately we rm into the cold mard faqta of 14fe, :The money in
hand turned cut to bg Yut a drop in the wuskst vhen estimates on the
work ran to tHirty five and foriy thousand dollarg, We might have
quit, and in fsct some of us, of whem I was one wanted to qait a3 the
thing seemed aut of our reach, .and Wt for the -tenacity of some of our
members the whole project migh'b ml.u have gone up in svicke, Members

g A v Y
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of. the committee offered to supervise the work themselves and at Isgst

to make exterior repeirs which would stop the deterioration of the structure,
postponing till a later date the restoration ef the interiar. Ten thousand
dollars was borrowed to supplement the funds 'en hand which Iosn i3 to

ta repaid over & period of years from dncome derived from renting vortions
ol the hullding and with this we met té werk on what we cail the

Rfiwst phese¥ of the project,

The resilts you have pecently #éen and ;y'mi will have #bn agred’that the
boys 818 14 did & swell job. Ttseems a shama o deseerate this finme
pld building by renting it for offices, But thers schms no biHar way
end unless "dod moves a miracle' in the meantims we w111 have +to be
cortkent to. look down the years fo the time when ft wiIl be complotely
mnﬁmvﬂd angd reatored 4o ite oripinal ewcellsnce,

i

Yonrs: very wruly

Hlownrd E, Bemner




Jamuary 28 1849

¥r. Lawrense T. Beak,
Lawrence T. Beok Assoolates,
260 Park Ave, ,
Hew York, City

Desr lir, Becikie

Aftor your visit to the so-talled Lafayette Building the
other dgy you asked that I give you a 1little mumary of this project, 1
ex pleased to give you the story s 1 know it, which is quite intimatsly,
as I have been conneoted with the matter from its inception.

This projeoct was born in the imagination of the Trustess of the
College of Boaufort, snd anciemt institution, by our standards, which was
inoorporatsd by the Asaembly in 17556 and therefore about contsmpory with
the building in question, The mimutss of this Soard dated Mar. 15,1548
recite a motion to the effect "that there bs appointed a committee of two
which shall advize the Beaufort County Historical Sooiety snd The Beaufort
Museun that thia Board would be interestsd in collsborating with them im
an effort direoted toward securing tho property at the corner of Bay and Scott
Streeta, better nomm as the Lafaywete building, for the purpose of preserving
the smme", s

This committs was duly appointed snd the two orgmmipations spproash-
od did likewiss, These representatives formed what wus ocalled The Commi ttee
For The Preservation of The Lafayeste Building, to whish were mdded three
members at large, Of course ocur fiart job was to determine whsther or not
the building was sotuslly worth preserving, ¥Ws felt that our sppamisal
might be imfluenced by wishful thinking. We therefore looked into its
histerioc signifiocance and got déhe best possible architsotural sdvisge.

_ From an historio point of view it was found to be relatively
unimportant in a locality like this, which, ss you know, has probably the
grestest unsdvertised historisc baokground in America, The house is part amd
parcel of Beaufori's fine tradition, but mside from s visit by the Farquis



d: Lafayette in 1825, at whigh timo ho was entertained in this house
and spoke to the agssmbled populase from its baloony, theore appoar to be
no ingidents of historio importanse attatched to it,

It soms that, while Deaufort was at all times prior to the late
mpleasmmtiness s commnity of sxveptional wealth snd culture, tehre were
two particular periods of prosperity. One of these was during the lsat years
of the eighteenth century, at which time msny of our fine houses wers built,
Tha other was in the years bracketing 1860, snd at this time other good
houses were eorocted. /mong theose was our own house whish you have nice emcugh
to asy you like,

1t was, however, in the first of these periods, betweem 1750 end
1768, to our best lnowolge that the Lafayetts house was built by John Mark
Verdier, & relative of "the chanoellor” Dessussure, the first Jeoretary of
the Tressury, It is said to have bem besutifully appointed snd was certain-
ly conatructed in ths finest fashion, in the best of thelats Adem design of
interkor snd exterior decoration. It has, of course, gome through considsrable
punislment over the yssars, but the mahogany doors, the axquisite mantels snd
ths fine woodwork are elmost intact, though slightly battered, The frmmework
and underpinning havo been found to be in an alnost unbolioveably exsellent
oondi tion.

At any rots, we had the building appraised by a mmber of proaminent
architects, mong whom wero Albert Simmons and Smmuel (slllard Stomey of
Charleston, Simmons, as you imow, did the Dook Strest Theatrs and ths Heyward
Taghington houso and others, snd Stoney has devoted many years to the historic
sspeot of Cherleston’s architscture and written exgemsively om the subject.
Mr. Talbot Hamlin of the Avery Library who is an aullority on Oreek Aeviwval
slso gave us his estimate of 1ts worth. These and others all told us that
the building was a gem, well worth any effort it might take to proserve it.

This was the green light for the ocomd ttes. This house, locatsd at
a strategio position in the tomn and the last posaible opportunity to sscure
ome of cur good houses for the public seamed an opportunity to preserve ome
link wi th our pest, one little bit of the atnosphers which is realy Beaufort
snd distingusihes it from the run of tho mill tomm.

- The oamitieo sut to work. It enlisted the assistance of the Trustees
of the College, who sireished their finmnoisl sid to the limit and realy ensblad
us to work out & rather uniquo system of soliciting -domationa. Yo asked cnly

for United States savings bonds. But the College had egrued to teke those bonds
at faoe value snd ocarry them to maturity.

Yo had besn informed that the building could be repaired for five
thousend dollare, which sum later tarned out to be woefully ineadequate. With the
forwitous intersst of the Verdier femily which omed the building snd were
csptiwmted by tho poasibility of ita being preserved, it was found that we could
gteal the pyroperty for thres thousand dollars. A goal of oight thousand dollars wag
therefore set, md in a vigorous cmmpaign 1t wad reached,

The property vas bought and the title vested in The Besufort Nusewm
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which is a corporation chartered by the State. The College made the momey
avilable and the work of repair snd restoration was begun.

Inmddiately wo ran into the cold hard fmots of life. The momey in hand
turned out to be but m drop in tho bucket when estimates on the work ram to
thirty five and forty thousand dollars, ¥We might have quit, and in faot some
of us, of whom I was one wanted to quit as the thing scemed out of our reach, and
but for the tmecity of sme of our members the whole projeot might well have
gono up in amcks, ' Nembers of the comittee offered to suporvise the work
thanselvea gnd st b ast to muke exterior repairs which would wiop the deter-
foration of the struoture, postponing till a later date the restoration of the
interior. Ten thousand dollars was borrowed to supplmeit the funds on hand
which losn i3 to be repsud over a psriod of years {rom income derived from
renting portions of the building snd with this we set to work on what we call the
*first phase™ of the project,

The results you have recently seen and you will have to agree that
the boys who did it did a swoll jobe It semus o sheme to deseerats this fine
cld building by renting it for offices, But thers semms no cther way snd umless
“"God moves & mirsole” in the mesantine we will have to be contemt to look down
the ysars to the time whem it will be oompletely removated and restsred to
its original sxosllensce,

Yours wery truly

Howard E. Dmnner

e |
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April 1, 1955

Dr. Francis S. Ronalds
Naetional Park Service
Morristown, N. J.

Dear Fran:

I am contemplating sending a note like the attached
to Oswald.

The traln that gets in at 9 o'clock in the morning
lemaves New York at 2:30 which would be a little
difficult under the circumstances, wouldn't 1t?
Don't you think it's alright to assume that we can
catch the 3:05 from Penn Station. I  should imagine
that that would be 0.K. Let me knoyl

Singgrely,

[ ]

EG/ek
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| Twoonsiti
At Beaufort See
Lafayette House

BEAUFORT, May 2 (Speciall—
| Two specialists in preservation of
[ historic sites counseled here this
weekend on future care of the La-
fayette house in Bay Street. Th
are Eric Gugler, New York archi-
tect, and Francis S. Ronalds of
Morrison, M.J., associated with the
National Park Service.

Both are directors of -the Ameri-
can Scenic and Historic Preser-
vation Society, which was formed
to preserve Niagara Falls. They
also are among the founding mem-
bers of the National Trust.

Mr. and Mrs. Gugler and MMr.
Ronalds are house guests of Os-
wald' W. Knauth at Broome Farm.
Yesterday they inspeeled the La-
fayette house, which was built
about 1800 in the Adam style of
architecture. Several years ago a
local’ commitiee bought and re-
stored the property. It was falling
into ruins. Today it houses a cafe
and offices.

Both visitors praised efforts of
Beaufort citizens to preserve the
landmark, They expressed ap-
proval of fitting an old building
fo. modern use rather than turn-
ing it into & museum. They made
recornmendations  on  restoring
some of the interior, and will ad-
vise furthier on other matters.-

Several Berufort cibzens met
with them yesierday afternoon at
Mr. Knauth's house, Among those
taking part in the discussions were
Heward Danner, Sheriff J, E, Me-
Teer and W. Brantley Harvey of
Beaufort and Samuel Gaillard
Stoney of Charleston, architect and
antiquarian.

The Guglers and Mr, Ronalds.
left today on their way home by
way of Charleston.












