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is attempted is depleted of fertility. The low forms 

of ve getation are very much in evidence on abandoned 

f ields , showing definitely that the l and_ is submar ginal 

for agr icultural use. Buildings on these farms are in 

need or repair and in many case s conditions a re deplor-

able . All this gi ves a definite picture of the a rea. 

D. Land Use 

Of the area pr oposed, approximately 25fo is o.pen type on 

which farming has been att empted . It is very doubtful 

whether more than is now being farmed , that is tilled 

f or crops. The remaining l.Sifo of this 25/! is, or has· 

been used_ for pasture l and . The remaining area of the 

pro.po sad is forest l and . MoS.t of the mer chantabl e timber 

has been cut off and it is now grown up in second growth 

approximately 30 years of a ge •. These woodland a r eas 

are on a ll the steeper slopes , refer to map . 

E..· Schools 

There is only one school on the area and it is very 

likely that the purchase of t his land and the rehabili-

tation of the people living on same woul d be the means 

of closing said school, whic:h would be a saving to the 

tovmship. 

F". Roads 
-- 18 

The roads of the inner area are all dirt of the most 

secondary nature. They all are in a very bad state of 

repair. Many of them a re already i n the process of 

abandonment and are no longer being maintained by the 
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township. These roads are sandy and gravel in nature 

and in the summer months would be passable with little 

work on same, but apparently due t o abandonment of 

many farms they are no l onger being maintained. Ac­

quisition of t hese lands, and the rehabilitating of the 

people living thereon, would allow the complete abandon­

ment of some of these roads , which would mean a saving 

to the township. 

G. Topography, · Soil, etc. 

The topography of this area is generally a plateau 

approximately 1500! elevation but by many deep valleys, 

from the meandering .of the Allegheny River , Sandy Creek 

and many smaller streams. These valley floors are about 

950' at the Allegheny River rising to lOOQt in the bed 

o.f Sandy Creek on the area proposed. The hillsides in 

the creek valleys proper are rather steep and abrupt . 

Sandy Creek is a good sized fresh wate r stream (fish in 

same). Nicholson and Victory Run are typi cal mountain 

type trout. streams. There are many f resh wat er springs 

over the entire area, for drinking purposes. The soil 

of the area is generally stony and sandy on the more level 

areas and rocky on the steeper hillsides . 

H. Racreational Development Possibilities 

Owing t~ the ready accessibility, topography, tree growth, 

many fresh water streams, etc. the recreational develop­

ment possibilities a re innumerable . There are large 

·. numbers of sites on the high plateaus, overlooking the 
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the valleys where camping units, day picnic areas, large 

play fields, etc. could be developed. Bathing facilities 

and beach development is very promising along the banks 

of Sandy Creek. A wonderful system of nature trails , 

and bridle paths could be layed out and developed. The 

entire area is very scenic with many local spot s of ex-

t re me beauty. 
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1. View up Sandy Creek Valley. 

2. Sandy Creek Valley. 
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3 • Highway above Sandy 
Creek 

4. Shack along 5andy 
Creek 
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· , 

5. Sandy Creek above Highway Bridge 
showing Railroad and Highway . 

6. Sandy Creek. 
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7. Sandy Creek. Showing possible camp area . 

8. Detail of camp area along Sandy Creek. 
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---- ----

9. Nicholson Run 

1.0. Nicholson 
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11. Sandy Creek. 

12. Submarginal Fields along 
main highway. 

13. Submarginal farm. 
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14 • Same Farm a s No • 13 

15 . Submarginal Fields 

16. Poor road and Sub­
marginal fields 
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17. Submarginal farm building 

18 . Fields and cut-over woodland near edge of area . 

~---

19. Farm in area. 
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LAND PROGR PM DIVISION 

SANDY CREEK, PA. R-6 [ '1] 

Entirety 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
SUBMARGINAL LAND DIVISION 

Report on 

COPY fo-R INFORMATION 

H-:M=t~u:e f/., .. ._., -. ~ 

SUl3MARGINAL LAND DIVISION 

Preliminary._ Investigdltions .. Venango County, Pa . 

Area No. 4 . Mineral Twp . Area - The suggested area along South 
Sandy Ci·eek in .iJ.inerul Totillship is i7e ll situated for a recreational 
project area. The f u:rms are definitely submarginal, and t he m·ea 
poasesscs fairly good development possibilii i es. However, it waa 
found that the property of tho Sta.ta Game Pre servo inolu.deo pre.ot­
i oally all t lw proposed area and controls all of the freah water 
streams so t hat this area is disqualified. 

I bel i eve t hat the county contains other posa i bilitieo, 
howeveT, a.s t her e aeol?lG to be quite an amount of poor .fa.rm l and 
Md plenty 0£ i ntere sting topogr aphy and str ea1113 . Per hElps a·l:; n 
later dat e a.n area mo.y be selected hor e . 

A sunnnary r eport of' t."1.e county as a whole will be made upon 
the oompl e tion of the i nvestiga t ions in the oouirbyo 

J . 11 . Cal dwe 11. 
Pr incipal Projeot Investigator . 


