
Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the Nalional Archives 

95477 
M'ESTIG.ATION.AL _AREA 
. ONh'ED srnr~s , .. ATIONAL PA.me SERVICE, DEPARTME. OF INTERIOR 

J.ECREA'i'IO:·r D2MONSTRATIOH PTIOJECTS 

-- TRI-MONTHLY REPORT --
(To be received in the Washington Office on the 7, 17, and 27, of each month 

two c opies to he mail ed direct to Washing:ton anrl one to the Hegional Office 
of the National Purk Service) 

La.n<l Program Project 

1. Location : County !JlNANGO State PENN•A. ; Symbol 
--=====-:.___:::=~---- -----

2 . Area proposed for purchase o.cres ; nrE'a tmder option acres - ----
3. Price per a.ere : A'rerage _ _____ ;· mnximun: _______ ; mini~t~ ..... ------

4. Number of farms in the proposed area. --~ 
cent of croplcnd - ·--

percentage of.farmland --- per-

' t. 

5. Total .number of fo.w.i l ies on'proposed area. Totnl rlumber of;' persons on 
} ,· -···---- . 

o.rea Avor o.ge mmibor of persons per fc.mily Totul munb'er of fo..m-
ilies to be ca.r ec). for with insufficient u s set s to r 'eloco.te without as -
sistunce 

6 . Number of famil i e s on optioned area. Frunilies to remain on urea. 
(o..) to be employed , (b) by agr"ee;n0nt , (c) refusing: to move - - ----

7 . Population within radii of 10 miles 20 miles ; 50 miles - --- ----
8 . Vlhen will optioning be coiapleted? 

9 . Ens Sto.te Relief Administrator designa.ted n. representative to wor J;: with the Pro-
ject Mtmo.Ger? , j_f so, give no.me :rnd uddrcss 

--- ----- - - ----_,, 

10 . Will Sto..te Helief Aclm:i.nistration furnish labor und materials for project? 

11. When will project pla.n be rend::' to submit for purcba.se o..t~thorization? 

12 . Nu..r.ie of agency that vriJ.l to.kc rcsponsibiJ.i ty for complet0d o.rcn 

13 . !fas i:vrittcn agreement to a.h.ove been signed? 

14. Project Manager's n£W~e and address 
IS 

- - -----· 

15 . On r everse si_de give a statement of the pro{~ress u.nd difficnlties cmcounter ed 
during the lr1.st tei::. da.ys 1.:oi::;et11er with new.cs of' n.11 persons uctiv·.:ly enG::>.g'Jd in 
promoting this project. In a.deli ti on to theirn ::;ta.temer.ts, difficulties ::;h<JuJ.d 
be ca.lled to the a.·;;tentior. o.f ·i:;he Regionn.l Projects MCLll~f;er by sepurate 10'i::ter . 
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A :trel1Jdnar7 r•pon on this ar~a. was worke:d up a:nd seat 1n 'to 
the l!ar:rJ.sburs Otfi~e. Ind1catiOJIJ. points · that ap~~ 6,ooo aot"es 
eouU-: 'b• (a4qu:U--t.I ·t.t· an average Gt $ 15.oa to • 20.00 p~~ aore. 

~• ai-•a is loo·a'it4 abou~ 5 mi.Us aouth ot Jranklia, Pa.; on . 
Fenn1a. High.441' fl ~ 1li ·San~y Qreek and ViotQ~'f towns)li~e. · In · 
fJu.47 Cr•ek. . f•op:L• · 011,t ot th• 10'19 :ue. on. reliet ·ant 151 ot 
th• ao1 in Viq•o:ry are on re,lie.t, Apx. t o:t tll~s• ~iv• qn tlle 
area. · 

.A.QQ\\$ 25-- ()f th-.· ~·· 1$. c:pen OOU1ilt¥.·· o'f yrh!.oh_ a:PX• 1.$-- i .S now 
bf1ng ~llJ..•Cl • li 1,S · eub~g1JUll ~n 9b.Qr.ii;ter • . . 

Owing to topegraphy • str_e8Il1S, t~ee groyrth •d ready aoc,4s.ib111 ty 
~o ove~ 600,000 pee~l• within 5e mile~, it is i~eal to~ 4evelop-
11Jj?J.' ae a Ae,monstr~tiow ~eo~~~~to~ area. .Btt:Po1:-t pro:pe:r will 
cover oame. 
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UNITED STATES / 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

State Park ECW 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Yfashington,, D. c. 

DIVISION 

72 West Pondfield Road 
Bronxville,, New· York 

April 151 1935 

Subject: Land Program -
Projects, Pa. 

Att: Mr. J9hn Dreier, Coordinator, 
The Land Program. 

Sirs: 

We ~Ave just received your letter to Mr. Borgeson of April 9 
and your record. of approved projects is correct. We expec·t; 
·t;o submit Sandy Creek (Venango County) 1 to Washington some 
time during the coming week~ 

Blacklick (Indiana County), was recently returned by the 
Washington office for revision. 

Weiser South Mountain (Lebanon and Berks Counties), is being 
held in Washington. 

Kill buck Area (Cambria County),, is in this office and will 
probably be subrii.i tted some time during the next ten days. 

Warm Springs (Perry County),, has been prepared but may or may 
not be submitted. 

Plunket·l:;s Creek (Lycoming County) 1 directly west of Ricketts 
Glen has been pr~pared and may or lJ!B.Y not be submitted. 

Studies are being nade of probabl~Waysidea and several re­
ports on these will doubtless be submitted before May 1. 

Hoping that the above gives you the information desired, we are 
~ 

JIN/rof 
Dictated but not read. 

Ver~ truly yours 

MELVIN B. DORGESON 
Regional Officer 

By:(\ ~· k__~ 
~SMITH 
Regional Projects Manager 

I ' 
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- ---- - - -

... ~ .. ,;. 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

State Park ECW, 
National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. c. . 

72 West Pondfield Road 
Bronxville, New York 

.April 16, 1935. 

T.I:IE LAND .PEOt:1R.b.M 

Subject: Sandy Creek Prodeot, Venango 
County, Preliminary Report 

Si rs: 

We enclose three copies of the Preliminary Report for this project . 
You will note that certain changes in connection with the bound­
aries have been made by Mr. Southwick. These have been incor­
porated in a supplement sketch which is attached to the report 
as submitted. 

You will note that the Lake Shore and Michigan Southe'~.R. 
has a single track freight r~ad runninei aa.ong ~andy Ore Val ley. 
This , shows very little signs of use and we are very sure "that 
the very occasional use which ~t may receive wil l not . hind& 
the development of the area. 

2he proposed project has been recommended by i.lr. Ralph M. Bashore_, 
Secretary, Department of Forests & Watefs, Mr. Alexandep Fleisher, 
Consultant Director of the State Pl~nni.ng B9ard, and Mr . B. G. 
Southwick, Regional Assistant, Agricultural Adjustment A<Uninistra­
tio~. We concur with these opinions and recommend t hat the area 
be approved for l and acqUisition. 

nF/B 
op: Southwick 

Stevenson 

Yours very truly, 

MEL VINE. BORGESON 
~eg~Qnal Offic~~ 

Byl!.PZ~ 
tJ O ~. NEASMITH . . 
R~gional Projeo~s .Manager 

' 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

LAND PROGRAM DIVISION 
April 19; 1935. 

Se-aond Reg1ol1&l Oi'::I'ice .. 
State Park EOW, 

12 West Pondf''ield Road, 
~on:>CV'illo, New Yo~k~ 

Attentiont .ur~ J. I .. llatt.Gmith. 

Subj()o'\l s Preliminary Report .... Sandy Car1o?.ek 
Area, ~ennsylvama.. 

Gentlem.ent 

'We lmvc received the P.ttelimine.ry PrOpo§al £or 
the .Bandy Creek .Al:-oa in Vena.ngo CQ~~).. P'1lnn3ylvta:Uia.,. 
wMeh wo.a .submittC)d to u~ in ~iplicate 'Ul1<1er' ili.\te 
ot April J:e. 

This r~port 1$ being atudied~ and y~u will b~ 
notified wh~ther it la app~Q~cd f or further i.nve~t1~ 
gation, 

2 coi Yr. Borgtso.n 
QC;. Mr• !..a.tis ill 

Conrad t . W.U-th., 
Assistant Direei;~ 

u. c, Huppuch, 
Supervisor of R~raation 
Dem.on~trati.on Proj~ets 
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" 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Fl10lh :cha National l?Uk Servieb. 

PROJEOT~ 

This P1'0.j~t c~ntempl.at~~ the 4o-quJ..sitioi1 :ot &ppr42tirriat&ly 6<t000 
aores lo~fited in V~g~ Countyt. PennsylVQ.lli~6 tQ. bG devell)'ped &$ ~ 
recrea'tionnl deraonstt'ation project o£ the Land Pro~am.. Th®:'e ure dx 
hundl"e.d ~llou$B.l'l.d people laving within ti:tby t!Uiles of thit proposed 
pro,j~. f he Pe~litanis., Department llf F-orests. e.nd Waters has in• 
dittate,d it& WiU~oes to aooe:pt tl:le responsibility oi' ma:inteuanee e.nd 
op~ation of this fiNm• 'rlm proposed .area ia endorsed by t he state 
Pl:ann1ng Board, 

Regional A~i$ta.fit :a., G. Soutlnri~k has l::!lspepted t he proposed ar~ 
o:nd has designated it as submare;inn.l ft\rm land. 

The National P~k Serv1.ee approves and 'Nicotnmend~ this pl1op£>sed 
projeoi; f'ot' )'"OU!i oon~ideration. !£he pi-ojeet:;. ii' apprQved, vtil1 be known 
a~ Pennayl'lrania a-9,. 

For the D1r~tQr. 

Approv:<Jd for :tmrestigaticRn 

Do;be~ 

:Enc. 

2 CQt 

oo: 

JOfui s. · Lansilf T 

563189 

w..r .. 'Borge.S'on 
Mr<! Landll 

(SOD) E. A. PBr'30N ... _ 

E . .o /. •. :?esGnen, 
Aotin~ A.sebtant Di:ceotor 

' 

- _____. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

LAN D PROGRAM DIVIS ION 
April 23, 1935· 

MR. DEGELLEKE : 

SUBJ ECT: Sandy Creek Area , Pennsy lvania . 

This seems to be a natural, even to t he enthusiastic 
OK of Mr. Southwi ck. 

The photographs exhibit recreational pos sibilities 
galore. The r a ilroad cutting through the area along the 
creek is unfortunate but perha ps might act as a natura l 
barrier in the development. 

P~. 
~ft 
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PAT HARftlSON, MISS., CHAIRMAN 

WILLIAM H, KlNG, \IT'AH 
WALTER. F. QEORGE, GA. 
DAVID t. WALSH, MASS. 
AU1£N W. BARKLEY, KY. 
TOM CONNAU..Y, TEX. 

JAMES COUZENg, MICH. 
HltNRY' W . KEYES, N, H. 
RODERT M. L.A FOLJ..£1TE• JR., WIS. 
JESSE H. METCALF, R. I . 
DAH1£L O. HASTINGS, DEL.. 

THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS. 
EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, COLO, 
JOSIAH W, DAIL.EY, N. C. 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO, COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
HAftPlY f'l..000 BYftD, VA. 
AUGUSTINE LON'ERQAN1 doNN. 
HUGO L. BLACK, AL-A. 
pi:rf:R G, QERftY, ft. t. 
JOSltPH F. G'UP"P't:'Y', P'A. 

FELTON M.JoKNSToN,cg,~·:=y :::\ Hf"-~ . May 6, 1935. 
1\ 0 Id Efi':" '/ S 10~ 

. 1\ Of HIE INT£ ' '> PREPARE REPLY "'.~ /~~~ 
11~~} RECEIVED 8ro~-, MAY:- 81933 1:fi r i;-=-u ·1·i:o Rv'lr '\ 

~ MAY - 8 1935 ," ··' ,5m: SLCl'S. SIGHATURE\~,/~::r MAY - 8 1935 ~) 
.,<,,..• ~" : ·-·, F'nKs <>~ms.,J~ ,,.,"11ls s / 
.. ~,, IV ..... L, "'' <:· , ··--- --~ND FIL~/ 

' 1-, ~· • ~ ,'," --
..... '. ! e~7~ .. ~'.\\1 - • . Mr. Secretary: ---

Attention: Mr. Conrad Wirt 

The Department of Forests and Waters of the 

State of Pennsylvania I understand has recommended to 

your National Park Service the erection of a sub-mar-

ginal area in Pennsylvania, known as Sandy Creek. 

I believe this to be a most worthy pr oject, 

and I will appreciate it if you can act favorably there-

on. 

Hon. Harold L. Ickes, 
Secretary of the Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

18841 
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U N ITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY 

WASHINGTON 

n~-· Jt:J.tmPh ~., aut:.~t 

vm.toti ~tt@ s~ .. 
de ir ®@~ Cufft>yt 

~~ ~r.t.rf I~ ¢ l~ ~il C:J) ~ ~ ~1· ~ or 
e lrJil~ ~u ~1i:tt~ ~ C& r c: ... itii:"M>. ~,.~ 

'ti -pvoj~ in t bo S~lf (:zii(l 1 G in P~l • 

~io. ~3~~ ~ ~ ~ =tot\ CJi" ~. ~~L. :b by 

ieitf.l .AW:~ vr~~ s~i"'tt~, ~'1 ttA t!l" :t.·\f!:~1"~ or T 1~a 

11.tia ~ bQ.~ ~40-'13' been ~ond<ilr:l'ail· t<r '?ha h~ut~l~~nt 

~~trAt~. !~ u p~S.1.)lct ~t ~emu bu e~ 4~~ 

~fQN; ®e1W 'Will. ho "f:~~~ 

., 

Slt'"'$re11 yQUJtt~, 

(SG0.) HARRY SLATTERY 

- -------
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THE LAND PROGRAM 

FER A 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

PROPOSED 

N.\TI0NAL PARK SER:VICE 

· s~ArE PARK .i>I V.ffiS[ON 
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Pennsylvania Proposal No . R-9 

SANDY CREEK AREA 

Comments of Arthur W. Ayers, 5-17-35 

Mr. Dreier has prepared a summary of the proposal. 

Recommendations: 

l. That the proposal be approved and that i nvestiga­
tional work be started as soon as the Regional 
Officer has submitted a budget for investigation.al 
work (Form SL No. 8). 

2. That the Regional Officer be requested to prepare 
and submit Form SL No. 13 and a brief summary of 
development work to be made available. 

, .. 
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May 15, 1935 

MEMORANDUM 

TO Mr. Clayton 

RE: Preliminary Proposal for SP..ndy Creek Recreational Project 

This preliminary proposal was submitted to Mr. Lansill's 
office at the end of April, and is now re-submitted to Dr. Gray for 
approval of field investigation. It is one of several projects 
planned in cooperation with the ~ennsylvania State Planning Board. 
and is located with particular reference to the recreational needs 
of the northwestern portion of Pennsylvania. 

Six thousand (6,000) acres are proposed for purchase, 
at an average price of $12. per acre. 

\:. 
Six hundred thousand (600,000) people live within fifty 

· miles of the area, and are in need of recreational facilities. 

The area is submarginal for agricultural use, according 
to Assistant Regional Director Southwick, (letter in proposal) and 
is admirably adapted for recreational development. 

The Pennsylvania Commissioner of Forests and Waters, 
Mr. Ralph M. Bashore, has expressed his approval of this project 
and expresses confidence in the ability of the state to lease the 
area from the Federal government after pending legislation has been 
passed. 

The project compares favorably with other Pennsylvania 
recreational projects alre~ approved by the Land Program. I recom­
mend that approval be given for the setting up of a project staff in 
the field and the carrying out of land acquisition work. 

Jo~reier 

.. 



( 
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·, 

Ua.y 13~ 1935. 

Mr. Conrad L . Wi rth, Assistant Diroctor, 
National Park Service~ 

Department of the Interior., 
Washington, D • C. 

Dear Mr , Wirth: 

I Y•bh to acknowledge receipt of one copy of' the Prelim.i.­
nnry Proposal for the follo\"l:i.nb Park Projects from your office: 

1 .. Arkansas R-3~ Peti t Jean 8tate Park Extension. 

2 ., Arkansas R- 4 , Pine Bluf f Regi onal Negro Park .. 

3 . Californi a R-2, Laguna ~fountain t'.eadows,. 

4 . Mississippi, Jackson Industrial Recreational 
Area, 

5., !.:issouri R- 8 , Lewis County Recreational .1\rea. 

6 e New Jersey H-~,, I'roposed Voorhees Area. 

7., Pennsyl va.nia H-8, Proposed Weiser ~ South ,Joun­
te.in Area , 

Pennsylvrmia R-9 ~ Proposed Sand~ Creek Area. 

Rhode Island R- 2, Proposed Staf.ford Pond .A.rea. 

Thank you for having; transm:i.tted this mate.rial to us .. 

DZ 
C($;1:.1r . Denny 
Mr . Hart 

Sinc erely yours~ 

C. F. Cl ayton .. 
Assistant to the Chief' 
In Charge of Projects ~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8 1 1935 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of the Land Pr~gram. 

FROM: The Nat ional Park Service. 

SUBJECT : Prel:iminary Proposal - Sandy Creek Area1 Venango County .. 
Pennsylvania. 

This project contempl ates the acquisition of approximately 6,000 
acres located in Venango County , Pem1sylva11ia1 to be developed as a 
recreational demonstration project of the Land Progr am. There are six 
hundred thousand people living within fifty miles of thi s proposed 

. !·pro ject. The Pennsylvania Department of Forest s and Waters has in­
dicated i t s wil lingness to accept the r e sponsibility of maintenance and 
operation of this area. The proposed area is endorsed by the State 
Planni ng Board. 

Regional Assistant B. G. South•vick has inspected the proposed area 
and has designated it as submarginal farm l and. 

The National Park Service appr oves and rec ommends this proposed 
project for your consideration. The project .. if approved1 vril l be known 
as Pennsylvania R- 9. 

For the Director. 

Approved f or Investigation: 

L. c. Gray 

Date : 

Enc • . 491982 

cc : Dr . Gr ay 

Conrad L. Wirth1 

Assistant Director 
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P R 0 P 0 S E D 

SANDY CREEK AREA 

PENNSYLVANIA 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 72 ~est Pondfield Road 
Br onxvi lle , ~ew York. 

April 3 , 1935. 

State Park i<:JN 
~ational Park _Se rvice 
Washingt on, D. C. 

Sirs 1 

3uLject: Proposed Sandy Cr eek -rea, 
Venango Count v , Penns ylvania. 

This urea i s hereby recommended fo r land acquisition. 

It i s r eadily accessi ble by main arter ial highways and serves 
a population of approxi ma t e l y 600, 000 people w~thin a radius 
of 50 miles . The land is definitel y submar~inal for agr icult ­
ure . ~eneral ly s peaking , th is land is abs olutely fo r es t l and 
and should never have been farmed . Buildi ngs are in need of 
r epair and l iving conditions are deplorable . 

In Venaneo and surrounding counties, no provisions now exist 
and none are contempl a t ed fo~ prope r r ecreational facilities , 
po.r t icularly, for t he lar g e percentag e of t~e popul ation wh j ch 
are in the low income gr oup . ?he est~blishment of recr eo.t ional 
ar eas is ther efor e u! gently need ed . 

The topo~raphy i s , in seneral, a pl a teau int Pr sected by deep 
valleys and st r 0ams. This t ype of topo~raphy toge th er with 
the tr ee ~rowth make possible a g r ea t variety o: recrt=>a tional 
develo pments of a ll types . 

'ie r y t r \1ly vours , 

~e . 
.. ~· LVLI IJ • ..Jv.:\1~:L3v~ 

-~ E' -" ion::..l (Jffict=>r 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
STATE EMERGENCY RELIEF BOARD 

HARRISBURG 

The Land Program 

STATE PLANNING BOARD 
928 N. 'nIIRD STREET 
APRIL 11, 1935 

~ederal ~ergency Relief Administration 
Washington, D. c. 

Gentlemen : 

SUbject: sandy Creek Area 
Venango County 

The field staff of the State Planning Board 
of Pennsylvania bas spent a considerable amount of 
time in considering possible locations· tor recreation­
al areas in Pennsylvania. 

In view of the many conditions in Western 
Pennsylvania affecting the selection or recreational 
areas such as density of population, scarcity of un­
polluted water, etc. we feel that the sandy Creek Area 
is particularly desirable. 

Very truly yours, 

. f~ . ;-' 
-~ v [ .. '·1--b~ 
Alexander Fleisher ~ · - -
Consultant Director 

P:H 
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TH E SECRETA RY 

,..., • .., .., I 

r • ~ • ; .. • -~ • 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS AND WATERS 
HARRISBURG 

!.!nrch 20 , 1935 

·:iash; :1Gton , ) . C. 

Dc1r 31 rs: 

In r e: Proposed Sandy Cr eek area. 
l ocated in Venango County 

The S andy Creek proposed recrea.tionfi;l a.re a. has 
been submitted t o me and I have gone over the same and approve 
its <J.oquisi.tion on behalf of the Pennsylvan ia. Department of 
For ests and ~a.ters . 

I underst and tho.t the u. S . Government will pur­
chase this land i.n the nrune of the Federal Govenlr.lent, and I 
unders t and furth e r that t his proposed a rea. will be developed 
with i n t he limits of the a.pp ropricl.tions for recre ational pur­
:1oses , and be tnrned ove r to the State either by leas e or gi:rt 
for the Stu te to ma.i.n b1in a.ml operate . 

The Stu';e of Penns:vlve.nia under its present law 
i s riot able to t o.ke lands nnder l ease, but an Act of Assembly 
has been i ntroduced to the pre ::;ent Legislature , which vrill 
c or:·a ct thi s s i tlrn t ion and I fee l c onfident that it will be 
spe~dily p~ssed , so that the maintenance and development of 
a.rea.s such a.s this for recreational purposes might be con­
tinued in a.coordnnce with the .p lan of the National Resources 
Board. 

Yours very trul y , 

~~~A:!~~~~ 
~ .. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL.TURE: 
AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ADMINISTRATION 

Land Policy Section 
Division Program ~lRnning 

Mr. Melvin D. Bor ge son 
Di strict Offi cer 
Nationa l Park Service 
72 West Pondfi eld Road 
Bronxvil l e, N. Y. 

Dear Mr . Borgeson: 

Room 208 
Post Office Build i ng 
White Plai ns , N.Y. 

Mo.rch 30, 1935 

Subject:- Pr oposed So.ndy Cr eek 
Area , Penn. 

I inspected this areu carefully on 1Aarch 26 vrith Don H. Gruhrun. It 
was possible to go over some r oads t hat were impusm ble earlier and 
therefore make a rather careful i nspection of t he area. . I have 

tried to show on the aqcompanyine; map the rouds .tho.t no l one;0r exist , 
and a l so the good and poor fa.rm sections in the vicinity of .this 
area. . 

I am willine; to r ecorrunend the investigation of this proposed Sandy 
Creek Area with the understanding that it is neither pos s ible or: 
desirabl e to pur chase all the land a.lone; the Stute hie;hway ar ound 
the Village of Springvi lle, or a.long the aame road (Route //:8 ) at the 
northern po.rt of the o.rea. . 'l'his area i n general represents tvro 
hilly pl atea,u areas separated by Sandy Cr eek that runs thru a rather 
steep wooded1 valley. The fa rm l and is on the pl o.te1;1.u areas and 
much of i t is very ppor whe r e the soil i s sandy and rocky . At the 
nor thern end of the o.reo. there is ~ood fa. rm l a.ny beyond Congress Hill 
school . '!'his area. of good fa.rm land is not needed in a.ny way for 
adequate development . 

1n my gud~ment this Sandy Creek area is the most fea. 3ible and desirable 
of the .three that I have inspected in the north western part of Pennsyl­
vania . I believe ther e is no r ea:,on to expect serious difficulty in 
acqui r ing adequate control of several branches of Sandy Creek and 
sufficient a r ea. so that an excellent recreational area. can be ·developed . 
The percent nge of oc .~upiEtP sub- marginal fa.rm l and will be very small 
and the nwnber of families i nvolved not very l arge . 'rhe actual detai ls 
and problems concerned can onl y be det ermined by a. rat her deta i l ed i n­
vest igaion which I r ecommend be undertaken as soon as possible . 

13.£ 
B. G, SOUT1,11/I 

BGS : l\B Regional As sistant 

.. 
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II. RE P 0 R T 

THE LAND PROGRAM 

F.E.R.A . 

PROPOSED SANDY CREEK AREA 

Located in. 

A· General .. 

Venango County 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

SCHEDULE I. 

1. Name of Area 

The suggested name for this area is Sandy 

Creek because o~ its bordering on Sandy 

Creek, a beautiful. fresh water, meandering 

stream. 

2.. Location. 

Thie area is located in Sandy C.reek and 

Victory townshi ps in. the County of Venango, 

Pennsylv:ania • . 

3. Ac.reage 

All. available data indicates that it should 

be easy t .o acquire six thousand acres in 

this suggested area. 

4. Nat!Jfe of Ownership 

The area sugge ste d for pur chase is all 

privately owned. On the southwest side of1 

58.ndy Creek and west of PennsyLvania Route #-8 

{the western. boundar ies. of this suggested 
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area) there is a state owned game preserve. On 

the north side of Sandy Creek, bordering the 

western edge of this area, is a State owned 

institution known as the Polk School for Insane. 

5. Probable Price per Acre 

The total assessed valuation for 5,016 acres in 

Victory Township amounts to $33~600 or 6.69 per 

acre, which indicates that this land should be 

acquired at approximately $10.00 per acre. Tax 

assessment books of Sandy Creek owners in the area 

indicate an average assessment of $ 8020. This 

leads one to believe that land should be acquired 

for approximately $12.00. per acre average. In-

dications are, from various owners, banks, etc., 

that the land and improvements in this sugge sted 

project should all be acquired for $15.00 or less 

per acre average. From the court house it is 

learned that many of the properties are far behind 

in taxes and that possibly many properties will be 

sold this year for taxes. A few of the properties 

have been taken over by local banks. There are 

relatively few improvements amounting to anything, 

so it should not raise the average of the whole to 

mor~than $15.00 per acre. 

6. Accessibility 

a. Highw~ys 

This area is readily accessible by the Pitts­

burgh Road, knovm as Pennsylvania highway #8 

which is one of the main north and south arterial 
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highways in. We stern Pennsyl.vania. Route #8 

run.a .directly through the suggested area. The 

lakes to seas highway #322. and state highway 

#62 intersect highway #8 at Franklin which is 

four- ( 4) mile a from the area. Along the North-

eastern. boundary o~ the area is a Pincho~ Maca-

l dam road #237. which al so makes the area proper 

more readily accessible from route #8 . 

b. Railroads 

The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern R. R. 

has a single track (apparently for freight. only) 

running along the Sandy Creek Valley. Same 

would not hinder development of the area. The 

Erie and the Pennsyl.vania R. R. have lines into· 

Franklin, Pa. The area i s not accessible by 

water. 

7 . Disii-ances from Large Centers of Population. 

City Miles Population. 

Franklin 4. I0,254 
Oil City 10 22., O'Z5 
Butler 40 23 ,,568 
New Castle 40 4.8,674. 
Meadville 30. 16,.698 
Young st.own 60· 1.70,002 
Sharon 40 25,908 
Clarion 2'Z 3, 201. 

Within a radius o~ 50 mileE1 of the area, there is 

a population of over 600,000 people. Within a 

radius of 25 miles, there is over 125 , 000 people--

Venango County has a population of 63 , 000 people . 
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8. Reason and Need of Area and Development 

In V,enango and the surrounding counties, there is 

no provision made and none contemplated for a prop­

er recreational area. The large percentage of peopla 

are in the low income groups (working when pos sible 

in the oil fields and small manufacturing plants, 

and refineries.} A considerable number of the tot­

al population live in rural sections. With condi­

tions- as they are, they have much time on their 

hand& and there is no provision made for proper 

places to recreate. The establishment of one of 

these recreational areas is greatly needed. 

B. Number· o~ Families, Occupations, Re l ief, etc. 

The population of Venango County is 63,000 people . 

From the relief department figures, 19% of these people.· 

are on. relief. In Sandy Creek township there are 448 

·people on relief out of the 1079 population. In Vic­

tory township 151 of the 201 people are on relief . The 

average family is between 4 and 5 people. The exact 

number, of these families living on the a rea pro.posed 

is not. known at this time.. It is felt that f of these 

are living on. the area,_ however. Most or· these people 

have prev:io-usl.y worked in the oil fie.lds. 

c· • .A:gric\fl_tural Status: Submargina.lity; Distress 

There is no question about t.his land being submarginai 

for agriculture. Generally speaking this land is ah- · 

solute forest land and never was good farm land. Th~ 

soil is stony and shallow. Open fields on which farming 
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is attempted is depleted of fertility. The low forms 

of ve getation are very much in evidence on abandoned 

f ields , showing definitely that the l and_ is submar ginal 

for agr icultural use. Buildings on these farms are in 

need or repair and in many case s conditions a re deplor-

able . All this gi ves a definite picture of the a rea. 

D. Land Use 

Of the area pr oposed, approximately 25fo is o.pen type on 

which farming has been att empted . It is very doubtful 

whether more than lb;~ is now being farmed , that is tilled 

f or crops. The remaining l.Sifo of this 25/! is, or has· 

been used_ for pasture l and . The remaining area of the 

pro.po sad is forest l and . MoS.t of the mer chantabl e timber 

has been cut off and it is now grown up in second growth 

approximately 30 years of a ge •. These woodland a r eas 

are on a ll the steeper slopes , refer to map . 

E..· Schools 

There is only one school on the area and it is very 

likely that the purchase of t his land and the rehabili-

tation of the people living on same woul d be the means 

of closing said school, whic:h would be a saving to the 

tovmship. 

F". Roads 
-- 18 

The roads of the inner area are all dirt of the most 

secondary nature. They all are in a very bad state of 

repair. Many of them a re already i n the process of 

abandonment and are no longer being maintained by the 
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township. These roads are sandy and gravel in nature 

and in the summer months would be passable with little 

work on same, but apparently due t o abandonment of 

many farms they are no l onger being maintained. Ac­

quisition of t hese lands, and the rehabilitating of the 

people living thereon, would allow the complete abandon­

ment of some of these roads , which would mean a saving 

to the township. 

G. Topography, · Soil, etc. 

The topography of this area is generally a plateau 

approximately 1500! elevation but by many deep valleys, 

from the meandering .of the Allegheny River , Sandy Creek 

and many smaller streams. These valley floors are about 

950' at the Allegheny River rising to lOOQt in the bed 

o.f Sandy Creek on the area proposed. The hillsides in 

the creek valleys proper are rather steep and abrupt . 

Sandy Creek is a good sized fresh wate r stream (fish in 

same). Nicholson and Victory Run are typi cal mountain 

type trout. streams. There are many f resh wat er springs 

over the entire area, for drinking purposes. The soil 

of the area is generally stony and sandy on the more level 

areas and rocky on the steeper hillsides . 

H. Racreational Development Possibilities 

Owing t~ the ready accessibility, topography, tree growth, 

many fresh water streams, etc. the recreational develop­

ment possibilities a re innumerable . There are large 

·. numbers of sites on the high plateaus, overlooking the 
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the valleys where camping units, day picnic areas, large 

play fields, etc. could be developed. Bathing facilities 

and beach development is very promising along the banks 

of Sandy Creek. A wonderful system of nature trails , 

and bridle paths could be layed out and developed. The 

entire area is very scenic with many local spot s of ex-

t re me beauty. 
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1. View up Sandy Creek Valley. 

2. Sandy Creek Valley. 
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3 • Highway above Sandy 
Creek 

4. Shack along 5andy 
Creek 
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5. Sandy Creek above Highway Bridge 
showing Railroad and Highway . 

6. Sandy Creek. 
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7. Sandy Creek. Showing possible camp area . 

8. Detail of camp area along Sandy Creek. 
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---- ----

9. Nicholson Run 

1.0. Nicholson 
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11. Sandy Creek. 

12. Submarginal Fields along 
main highway. 

13. Submarginal farm. 
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14 • Same Farm a s No • 13 

15 . Submarginal Fields 

16. Poor road and Sub­
marginal fields 
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17. Submarginal farm building 

18 . Fields and cut-over woodland near edge of area . 

~---

19. Farm in area. 
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LAND PROGR PM DIVISION 

SANDY CREEK, PA. R-6 [ '1] 

Entirety 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
SUBMARGINAL LAND DIVISION 

Report on 

COPY fo-R INFORMATION 

H-:M=t~u:e f/., .. ._., -. ~ 

SUl3MARGINAL LAND DIVISION 

Preliminary._ Investigdltions .. Venango County, Pa . 

Area No. 4 . Mineral Twp . Area - The suggested area along South 
Sandy Ci·eek in .iJ.inerul Totillship is i7e ll situated for a recreational 
project area. The f u:rms are definitely submarginal, and t he m·ea 
poasesscs fairly good development possibilii i es. However, it waa 
found that the property of tho Sta.ta Game Pre servo inolu.deo pre.ot­
i oally all t lw proposed area and controls all of the freah water 
streams so t hat this area is disqualified. 

I bel i eve t hat the county contains other posa i bilitieo, 
howeveT, a.s t her e aeol?lG to be quite an amount of poor .fa.rm l and 
Md plenty 0£ i ntere sting topogr aphy and str ea1113 . Per hElps a·l:; n 
later dat e a.n area mo.y be selected hor e . 

A sunnnary r eport of' t."1.e county as a whole will be made upon 
the oompl e tion of the i nvestiga t ions in the oouirbyo 

J . 11 . Cal dwe 11. 
Pr incipal Projeot Investigator . 


