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FORT HILL
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This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,

Director,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON October 12, 1934.

Memorandum for Mr. Chaféigggfv

/’M}.MI‘. Wirth. Q—Q{:’:’ f"“"""’fm /..,AA‘, ‘-‘..\' }"""\‘}f“ ¢ &&Eq‘""‘

Enl e !‘Z" e P

John I. Scull, First National Bank, Somerset, Pennsylvenia, came
into the Office late the other evening and said that as a result of a
talk he hed had with Mrs. Ickes it hed been suggested to him that he
come in and talk with either Mr. Cammerer or me. It appears that his
interest is in a prehistoric Indian mound about 20 miles southwest of
Somerset, locally known as Fort Hill.

It eppears that some archaeological digging has been cerried on
and thet artifects discovered here are in the possession of the state
ercheeologist. Apparently the ares is privately-owned and Mr, Scull
would like to see it acquired and a local museum developed similar
to that of the archaeological Wayside museum on the south rim of the

Grand Canyon. \

\;t

I suggested the possibilities of acquisition under the sub-marginal ﬁ
i

g Y LIRS (RT3 S chiip s

land progrem end it &ppears LhHAt & Mr. caldwell is meking some investiga- \E

tions of other areas in that locality for Mr. Wirth. I explained to 'Q \1

X\

Mr. Scull the limitations on the submarginal land progrem, but he sug- WA
gested that some local financial assistance might be secured in the

event the property could not be acgquired for an average of $10,00 per :
acre. I wish Mr, Wirth would heve Mr, Caldwell-look.info.the.possibilities |
of Fort Hill.

I also suggested thet & musewm building might be secured under FERA
as & local relief project, the materiasls, log and stone, to be secured
through an arrangement with nearby CCC camps which I think are under the
Forest Service. I suggest that a little ingenuity might easily work out
a plan whereby a museum could be built.

The next problem was how suitable exhibits could be arranged in
the event the rest of the program was worked out and proper supervision
given to necessary digging at Fort Hill. I suggested that Mr. Scull
contact the Smithsonian Institution with the thought he might persuade
them to send an archaeologist to Pennsylvanias to look over the proposition
end that they might undertake the supervision of such a project as was
the case in connection wigh the excavation in the Ocmulgee field in Georgia.

I promised Mr. Scull that ! I would have Mr. Chatelain's Division
look up to see whether there was any information in Washington regarding
Fort Hill and would have him contact the Smithsonian Institution as to
whether they had any information concerning it and their attitude toward
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such a project.

) It would be ‘appreciated if you both would give me reports
that I might send on to Mr. Scull to show our interest.

Asgsociate Director.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS
AND RESERVATIONS
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S memoranduin
has heen forwarded to the Fiprst Sistriet,

requesting

z that they look into the matter,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON //Lm/

October 24, 1934,

Memorancdum for iMr, Demaray:

Re: Your memorandum of Cctober 12 concerning Indisn lMound
near Somerset, Pennsylvania.

The Smithsonian Institution informs us that they have practically
no information concerning Fort Hill, the Indian mound azbout twenty
miles southwest of Somerset, Pennsylvania. They further suggested
that any available information would be in the possession of
Dr. Donald A. Cadzow, State Archeologist of Pennsylvania. We have
today written to Dr, Cadzow, requesting any data that he might
have.

The Smithsonian gquestions that the site is of sufficient
importance to warrant sending an archeologist there to conduct

excavations.
/ﬁiern! !3645 Chatelain



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

o el

UNITED STATES ?

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

October 34, 1934,

Dr. Tonald A. Cadzow,
State Archeologlst,
Zepartment of Public Imstruection,
Pennsylvania Historical Commission,
Harrisburg, Penngylvenia.
Dear Tr, Cadzow:

The National Park Serviee has need of information concerne
ing an Indian mound about twenty miles southwest of Somerseh,
Pennsylvania, and known locelly as Fort Hill,

The Smithsonian Institution informs us thut you are
probably in possession of more dats on this aite than anyone
else,

Any information thet you ¢an furnish regarding Fort HILL
would be highly sppreciated.

Sincerely youra,
(BaD) A, B DEMARAY

A. BE. Demaray
Aeting Director

WdHs o7
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA _i‘r 0CT 301934
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
HARRISBURG

\ wi 2
A~ Addigon Pa'?” P

10/28/ 34“%

/VMFJ‘ f  4/?;:>
AE.Delaray, /Dbm

Natliongl Park Service
Depsrtment of the Interilor
WASHINGTON D.C.

Dear Mr. Demgray:-

Fort Hill,Somerset County,Penngylvanils 1s an
Indlan gite which has stirred the 1interest of
amateur archaeologlsts and a few professionals
for more than fifty years. It 1s not gz mound

but a hill near the junetion of (Casselman river
and McClintock Run. The top, whilch comprises an
area Of approximately seven’ acres,appears toO

have been agrtificlally leveled. In mpny ways 1t
ig gimilgr to gSpanish Hi1ill in Bradford county

of this Commonweglth. I have seen numerous artls
faects whlch were found on the glte, and in a
brief and necessarlly superficlal exploration
made durlng one day last month my assigtants

and I uncovered two flre pits whlch contained
sherds of Indlan pottery, fragments of bone, g

few beads etec. etecs « We were unable to obtain
the permiggion of the owner of the mogt intsrest-
Ing part of the site t0 make a more gystematlec
exploragtion go further investigation by my staff '
slas been deferred untll permissgion can be obtalned.

Several stone mounds have been found on the gldes
of the hlll, gnd it 1s pogslible that g thorough search
between the fort and the streams would dlscloge others.

I was talking with the President of the local achae-
logical goclety a few days ag0 and he spoke hopefully
of the posgsibllity of developing Fort HL1ll into an
archaeloglcal park with a small museum and a series

of life glze model groups on the level top of the hill. L

The HHUBUalgbeauty of the glte and 1ts accessabllity |
from a paved hlghway susgest whether or not future
explorstions produce any finds of imporitagnce it woula
lend 1ltself admirably to g development such as has
been dlscussed. Such a development might be of genuine
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
HARRISBURG

Hell

value in giving the general public in Western
Penngy lvanls, as well as others traveling the
Natlongl Plke, g conception of the developmenu

Of mgn such ag cannot be readily obtained in large
museums. In my opinion the slte 1is well worth
further gnthropologieal investigstion and the
pProposed project worth serlous consideration.

If at any time I can give you information about

Penngy lvgnias pleage do not hesitate to call upon
me .

Sincere 1y, p
D.A. CadzOW é
DAC/W
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON /]/Mﬁ

October %0, 1954.

UNITED STATES /

Memorandum to Mr. ay:

This is in response to your attached memorandum of
October 12 regarding an investiga£ion of Fort Hill, in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania.

L copy has been sent to District Officer, Melvin B.
Borgeson, with the regquest that the area be investigated for
its submarginel possibilities.

¥r. Chatelain’'s memo has been noted.

Wirth.
Z
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE NATIONAL PARKS, BUILDINGS
AND RESERVATIONS

November 7, 1934.

Memorandum for Mr. Wirth:

Please note the attached letter from Dr. D. A,
Caedzow, State Archeologist of Pennsylvania, with
regard to Fort Hill, Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Have you hed any information from your First

District about the possibilities of this as & sub-
marginal land project?

7

Associate Director.

Enclosure 584982,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON November 7, 1944,

Dr. D. &. Cadzow,
State Archeologlst of Pennsylvenia,
Addison, Pennasylvenia,

Dear Dr. Cadzow:

I heve received your letter of October 26 regerding Fort Hill,
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, and thank you for the information
Turnished.

We Bre interested in archeologis#il projects such as has been
suggested, but as to whether we will be &ble %o give any aild toward
such a project is doubtful 2s we understend the land is held by
the present owner et & figure above whet could be considered as
a gub-merginel land project.

Sincerely yours,

(8GD) A, B. DEMARAY

A, B. Demaray,
Angociete Director.

/
ce: John I. Seull] /
First Nationa nk,

Somerset, Penngflvania.
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
HARRISBURG
COPY December 4, 1934,

Mr, Merkley Stevenson,

District Inspector,

U, 8, Department of the Interior,
225 South Fifteenth Street,
Philadelphia, FPa,

Dear ¥Mr. Stevenscn:

I am delighted to give yecu what informetion I have about Fort Hill,
Somerset County., As you know from your investigations the hill is

a natural formation. Historieally, it has teen 2 landmark since the
days of Washington in Somerset County. In pre-historic times it was
occupied by Indians, protably because it could be eagily defended and
had springs near its summit,

I have partly investigated the hill archaeologically and can azsure
‘you of the Indian site. Several stone mounds are located on the
gouth side, These are still to be explored,

This past fall we explored one of the most important sites in the
State a short distance away on the Ycughiogheny.. We expect to be
working in the region next summer.

You agk if there are any other valuable Indian sites in Penngylvania,
In Fayette, Westmoreland, Washington and Greene Counties we have re-
corded. . more than two hundred fifty Irndian sites, ibet of these are
8till to be explored scientifically, The famous Ohio mound culture
extends into the State in this section and several mounds are recorded
on the Youghiogheny., There is another site similar to Fort Hill in
Bradford County, Pennsylvania, This is known as Spanigh Hill and
there is considerable local interest in its preservation,

If there is any additionad information, I can give you do not hesitate
to call upon ne,

Sincerely yours,

: 2 (Sgnd) Donald A, Cadzow,
Ck Archaeologist,

i
;g



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

UNITED STATES Lottt
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR |
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STATE PARK DIVISION
225 8, 15th Street,

Prilmtielphio, Poes
December 10, 1034,

Mr, Melvin B, Borgeson, District Officer,
County Office Building,
White Plains, M. Y.

Subject: Report -« Fort Hill, Somerset County, ¥a.

Dear ¥Mr. Borgeson:

Replying to ¥Mr, Wirth's lstter to you dated
October 23vd, copy of which wae forwarded to me together with
copy of Mr, Demaray's memorsndum to ¥r, Wirth deated October 12th,

On Hovember 23rd I mnade sn inspeetion and ine
vegtigation of the Fort Hill Area, “omerset County, Pa., with
Hr, J+ Bs Caldwell, Project Manager of the Tarrel Fill Project,
Penna, R=~35.

¥With rezard to ithe avthenticity of Fort hill
as an Indisn ilound, I submit the attached copy of letter dated
Degember 4th received from ¥r, Donald A, (adgzow, Archeologist
of the Fennsylvania Historical Commission, Summing up Mr., Cade
zow's letter, it would seem. thet while this Hill was probably
at one time oceupied by Indiang, it avparently remains to be
determined whether it was in any sense a permancnt occupation
or only & casual one. From ¥r., Cadzow's letter T nlgo toke it
that no definite aggdciation of this site with any event in
history has been established, 7Tt i9 simply enother Indizn csup
site, Also from ¥r, Cadmow's letter, it would seem that there
are a number of more or less similar gites in this general
vieinity both in Pennsylvaniea and adjoining states,

In view of all the abeve, and particularly in
view of the present laeck of definite histeric significance, I
feel that consideration #f the question of acquiring Fort Hill
as & histor!c monument cennot be answered until more facts are
known,

With regard to the possibility of including
Fort Hill in the program of land acquisition under the Iand
Program, I wish to report ss follows:
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. Melv Bs Borgeson,
gﬁéembérigo,'tgaaf D1vsaze HAAT JAVOITAU

Mol2ivia AAA9 3TAT2

Foxt Hill ie located in the southwestern part of
Somerset County, Ta., on the Casselman River, approximately sixty
miles southeast of Pitisburgh and forty-five miles south of
Johnstown, Fa, Smaa attached Ue £, Geological Sheet, Confluence
guadrengle, Pa.je. Fort Hill rises very abruptly from the Cassel-
man River on the north and almost as abruptly from MeClintock Run
on the south, The go-called Indian iound or Fort from which the
place takes its name 1p & naturally flat topped mound westing on
top of the main ridge above the military orest of the latter,
The farm on which the mound is . located appesars to be under good
eultivation, The north slopes of Fort Hill sre very steep, falle
ing abruptly to the Balitimore & Ohio Railread snd the village of
Fort Hill in the valley of the Ounsselimen River, The latter is
polluted with sulphur water from cozl wines in thet vieinity.
The sguth slone of Fort Hill, dowm tz Hellintoek Run, is much
less gbrupt, Zy including the entire water ghed of HeClintock
Run {28 indicated on the map), it would probably he possiltle to
gecure sufficient sub-marsinel sgrisultural land to make an ac-
cepitable project and, at the same time, include Fort Hill itself.
MeClintook Runm does not appear to e polluted with sulphur vater,
There are & nuamber of small farme in this vallsy in poor condition
and not productive., The ground ls stouy and the populatish does
not appearéén 8 prosperous. MeOlintock Run is s pleasant mountain
strean and pDresdals possivililies for development for recrestion
purposes, The terrain would lend itselfl fairly well to this pure-
pose but not ag well es the Zsurel Hill aArss now being congidered,

Fort Hill is relatively inscceszssible, It is cone
glderably ferther from centers of population than the Isurel Hill
Aree, The nearest improved highway is spprozimately twe ailes
away, - From this point to Port Hill, and within the area itself,
there are only dirt roamds in poor conditicn snd on stesy grades,
The nearest trunk highway is the National Pike, approximately ten
or twelve miles distant to the south. '

In view of all the foregoing, I caannot recommend
consideration of Fort Hil% under the Lend Program at this tine.

Sincerely yours,

Markley Stevenson,
District Inepector,
MS:ARES BeOuWs

(See P,S, - page 3.)
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PeBy = Roference is made to the ares nerked “buwbert Ares’ on
the attached map, I inspected thip aren with Yr. Oaldwell on
the aame day that we made the inspeciion of the Port Hill Area
and wish %o renort an follows:

The Huwabert Ares includes & portion of the valley
of Iamurel Hill COreek Lying from seven fo ten miles downetream
from the Laurel Hill Area and extending approximately frenm Kiag
ghenl to Huﬂhwrk, Pa, Hy toeking in the wmein valley anid geriein
tritutary valleye, it would probebly be possible %o inslude suf.
ficient subemmuginel agriovltural lond to qualify thie area under
the Land 'ra ren requiraements, There are = imnroved poads in
the aren, :‘ZF" stresusr and valleoys are very pleturesgue in olages,
There mrs = nunber of locations wheve 1% would b pebeible to
devalop %=m~a¢manu veas. I wellieve iy, Caldwell hag reported

that it would Te pessible %o gooure ssveral thousand agren in thie
ayes at about %14,6% 1L &mr¢» It is my undarstonding, bowavers

that this 1s all bne holding rmr ineludes no e vu mn‘* pulitivawzon
at the prerent iine 'umn smkeg it 0ot 20 goed foy the Zend Trogram,
Gatslde of this aren, ayar, thove nrs “ mizkeyr »f forme whigh

I wowld classify o wm—xmm inels Thile this nres i nd Lvaly
inacesugitlie and ferther from acnters of ropulatisn fhan the Taurel
Hill Arven, I would r&amrmﬁ.&m it for consideration under the land
Progran shead of the Ford HiI1Y Area,

B @

g
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UNITED STATES / C}é** \ 2

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

o GRRKSERVIC. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

/,\,\C -\‘af‘r"’ _— =0 )
&y opEEENET s STATE PARK DIVISION
oy 4 1934
- DELE /
N - B 522 County Office Bldg.,

kr, Conrad L. Virth

Assistant Director

Netional Park Service SUBMARGINAL LAND DIVISION
Interior Building

Washington, D, C.

Subject: Report - Fort [{ill Area,
Humbert Area, Pennsylvania.
Dear Mr. Wirth:

We enclose Mr. Stevenson's report on these areas together
with copy of letter from lr, Cadzow, Archaeologist of the
Pennsylvania Historical Commission at Harrisburg.

In view of the contents of this report, we cannot recom-
mend consideration of these areas at the present time,

Very truly yours

MELVIN B, BORGESON
District Officer
District One

CC Mr, Stevenson




Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STATE PARK DIVISION

Washington, D, C.
December 24, 1934.

MEMORANDUM TO: Iir, Demaray

SUBJECT: Report of Investigation Fort Hill Area, Pa,

In response to your memorandum of October 12,
the following report and recommendation of Inspector
Markley Stevenson is attached with a letter from the State
Archasologist.

You will note that Inspector Stevenson does not
believe that this area cen be considered as a Land Program
project.

In response %o your memorandum of November 23,
on the Spanish Hill area, an investigation is being made,
the results and report of which will be given you upon
receipt.

Ao d Wt

CONRAD L. WIRTH,
Agsistent Director.

Inclosure 497546



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

IN ANSWERING REFER TO

UNITED STATES oo s

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE t//,/ﬂ‘)

WASHINGTON
January 11, 1935,

<7 -
f} : ' ? f e A .
Mr, John I. Scull, g {_,_fiﬂ'j ?}’{
First National Benk, s 1 P
Somerset, Pemnsylvania, ?i‘* 2 agedi L % ) (,.
\‘“l. » i {‘l‘;;,‘ 1 !;- 5 “ :{;\
Deer Mr. Seull: \- {.: A

In pursusnce of our coaversation in October, the
National Park BService has xade en investigation of the
Fort Hill area in your loeality.

fn November 83, Mr, Markley Stevenson, District
Inspector, Hnergoncy Conservation Work, made an in-
spection with Mr, J. H. Caldwell, Project anager of the
Laurel Hill Project in Pemnsylvenia, Although the
Smithsonian Institution has not beenin a position t¢ under-
take an archeological investigation of Fort Hill, we have
received an opinion on the srcheologlicsl value of the site
from ir. Tonald A. Cadzow, State Archeologist for Penhsylvania,

I regret to inform you that the situatlon at present
does not look very favorsble for the development of the
area through the State Perk ECH and Sub-Marginal Land programs.
If a project were undertaken there, it would have to include
congiderably more land than Foxrt Hill itself, in order 1o
fulfill the requirements of the land program, Furthermore
the relative inaceessibility of the area from the centers
of population works against the project.

It would seem possible, however, to undertske a de~
velopment through the FERA program along the lines suggested
during our conversation, If the National Park Service
can be of any further aid to you in these respects, please
feel free to consult with us.

[ Sincerely yours,

(SGD.) A, E: DEMARAY

A, B, Demaray
, Associate Director
.; f\// =
RFL:CT:tvw
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VICE PRESIDENT

)

THE FIRsT NATIONAL BANK OF SOMERS

SOMERSET, PENNSYLVANIA a
HIAPAL TR January 17th 1935.
. . 72, g
Mr. A, b, Demaray, P
Associate Director, 'Y

National Park Service, :éﬁ L X
Department of the Interior, ;{‘i fﬁg; 4
Washington, D,C, /? A
Dear lr. Demaray: _ v

Thank you for your letter of Januarj %
14th in regard to Ft. Hill.-

It is a disappointment to learn that
there is little prospect of developing the site through
the State Park B, C,W. and Sub ilarginal Land programs.
L1111 explore the possibilities of doing something through
the F.E., H. A. and when the new State Administration has
settled down will try to get the State Historical Commisszion
more actively interested.

At present the Commissiongés interest
is focussed on a site only fifteen or twenty miles south of
¥Ft., Hill where Cadzow made finds of some importance last
fall, just before bad weather put an end to the digging
season. L enclose a clipping from the N.Y.iimes which |
indicates the possible implications of what has already !
been found on a site which has been hardly more than scratched. '

Please accept my warm thanks for the
active way in which you followed up our conversation.
Any time the shifting kaleidoscope of events presents a
pattern into which #t. Hill and the Fark Service would seem
to fit logieally i shall not hesitate to call it to your
attention.

sincerely yours,

0.
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i TRACES IROQUOIAN ROUTE

¥ Archaeofog[st Finds Evidence That |

T MeNeil; mBoston;weu

[aan

Indians Came East Via Penn-
sylvania. k

'First‘authentlc evidence that the
| Iroquois Indians migrated eastward
through Southwestern Pennsylvania
‘has been reported to Dr. James N.
Rule, Superintendent of Public In-
struction in Pennsylvania and chai
man of the Keystone State Histori-
cal Commission, by Donald A. Cad-
zow, the commlssion s .archaeolo-
gist upon his return from a five-
month archaeological expedition to
Western Pennsylvania counties.
' Al existing records and texts on
the history of American Indian
movements and occupancies of the

vision if Cadzow, in additional re-
searches, is able to check more defi-
‘nitely on evidences already dis-
closed, reports Capitol News. He
feels reasonably certain that his
flndlngﬂ this Fall, showing Western
‘Pennsylvania occupancy by the Iro-
quois, will be verified in work: al-
ready planned to start as soon as
ground is workable in the Spring.

“Because no scientific researches
had been conducted before in Penn-
sylvania to tell them differently,
archaeologists have maintained that |
the Iroquoians had migrated fromd
‘the lower Mississippi through Ohio
to New York, and found their way
into Pennsylvania from the North. 1
Cadzow’s findings were along ithe
banks of the Youghogheny River, a |
branch of the Ohio, at Suterville,-in |
Southern A]legheny County, and at
Somerfield, in Somerset County.
Skeletons, pottery and implements
of distinetive Iroquoian characteris-

ian, were uncovered at each place.
These finds date back 1,000 to

archaeologist, and his theory is that

tion body going into Northern Ohio
and New York, went up the Ohio
and Youghogheny, and down the
Potomac, where a large Iroquois
fortification is known to have been
built across the river from Mount
Vernon. They did not like the salt
water section and finally came
north to the Susquehanna Valley,
driving' out_the Delawares, Algon-
kians and others in the” Eastern
section.

e

Anerator Found Dead.
Temi9 (P).—

Eastern United States will need. re- i

ties, with burials typieally Iroquo-|

1,500 ‘years, according to the State |

these Indians left the main migra- |

-i% "1"42u?=:§%t;%§;s§:§
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