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B UNITED STATES
| o 'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
=S ' o NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADDRESS ONLY - WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Yobruary 2, 1929,

b, Mayous J. Warve,
: Jex & Yars, Iawyers,
Iswioton National Bank Bullding,
Iealston, Tdaho.

Deay e, Varer

He appreeinte your letter of Jeswery 19 concerning s suggesbed
petional perk in the Wallown Mountuins of northecstern Oregen.

The Tellews Houatains were luvestigsied in 192¢ %o detormine thelr
sultudility for matiesal park yurpeses. The report following $his im-
Festigation fndicatsd thaet the ares iz soenicslly iwmportent. Howaver,
becauss of grazing end other comverclsl interests in the arss, jhe pro-
possl wes earrisd roe further st that time,

The recent prelimivsry raport on the Farks, Farkweys ssd Reorea-
tiopal Aress of Ydeho, prepaved by the Jdaho Stabe Forestry Departmont
of the Vepartmens of the ldaho State Board of Land Camissiconers, in
sooperation with this Service, suggests on Investigaticn of s yortion
¢f the Wallows Mouvtains in Oregon, the fnuke River Gorge and the
Seven Dovila gres in Tdsho, t0 determine the sultahility of the veglon
for natione) park yurposes, The repert of the Idshe Stata Yorestey
Department is pert of 4 conprehensive study of the Purk, Ferkeey mnd
Recrestionel Aree facilitlien of the Netien whieh hep been undertaken
by this Sswviee in sccordance with the provisions of the Aot of June
23, 1936 (49 Stab. 16894). Further studivs of the srens pentiored
sbove are scheduled to fake ploce sometime thls year.

¥o legislation hes been iatroduced in the Congress pyovidiag for
ostablishment of a national park in the Wellows Mounteine, ead until
we have made additiomal field exeminstions we will met bs in & poaltion
$o edvizse whebhor such leglslation would have the spproval of thias Dee

mﬂ .
Sincerely yours,
ey,

Gonrad L. Wirth,
Supervisor of Hegwsabion

ce: Region IV, with and Land Plenning,

ced of incoming letter
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

Fabruary 8, 1939. 3 %
07 4
¥r. H. Stubblefield, s
— 85T = ISt Strest;——
‘Dakland, Californie.
Pear Mr. Stubblefislds

We have Teceived a capy of your letber of Jamuary
14 addressed to Senator MeNary of Oregon, concerning
the yroposal to eatablish a national park along the —
‘Grand Oanyon of the Snaxe Rivar betwaen Ideho end Oregon. -

Your lottel containa vayy interesting acooun’oa of
some Of %he early history of this aresa, and we ave glad
o 'M have {t for our Files.
Sincsrely yours,
| . (SGD) Conrad 1) Wirth
o _— Conrad L. Wireh,

Supervisor of Reeression
IR ~ and land Planning.

gos Mee Little — |
WEL~Fed

[l '.*, S - UNITED STATES ;
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE |

ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

TFobrusry 4, 198%s

Honorsble Walter M. Pierce,
House of Representatives.
Dear Mrs Ploree:

This is merely an whmwiedgement aof your letier of
Januery 31, which I have forwarded along the line 16 check
up on the mattera referred to -~ a propess)l for & park elong
Snake River in Oragon and wintsr sports in Crater Lake
Fational” Park. ‘This may teke a little time becauvas we
are snowad @dar heres

I shall be delighted to sse you et any time you find
convenient end went to male an sppointment. Howsver, I
plen to be out of tho city on offieial business from the
middle to the end of Fshruarys

(sineeaeiy yours,

SGD) Arno B, Cammeres

Arno B. Cammersr,
Directore
abc/nub
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AN . . . UNITED STATES
4TS e 'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
g NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY ‘ WASHINGTON

/
é

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
February 9, 1959, |
A
‘ o )}’ Agge’w—‘
Hon, Walter M. Pierce, /Z //4&(4;@&; ‘.

lowse of Representatives.
My deay Nr. Plerce:

Purther reference ia uade Yo your letter of Jemuawy 81,
concerning the proposal %0 estsblish = nationel park which
would inelude & portiecn of the Wellows Mountsine in Oregon,

~ the Suake River Oorge and the Beven m region in Tdeko.

'khe suggestion for an investigation of this ares to
determine 1ta suitability for national park mus ia
contained in the preliminary repoxt on the Park, Park
and Recrsational Area Study of Idsho, prepared by the Tdeho
State Forestry Department of the Idsho State Board of land
Conmigsioners in cooperation with this Serviecs. JAuthoriza-~
tion for the study of Park, Parkway and Recreaticnel Ares
facilities of the Nation is contained in the let of Tune 23,
m, (49 Stat. 1894},

- An investigation of the area in question wos scheduled
; tnr last year, but due t0 adverse weather conditions, has
; .’hees: panmud until next ums

hu/men the report of the investigation is received, we
be glad to advise you,

Gineerely yours,

|

/ Arno B. Cammerer,

f Director.

ce: Region IV

go: Mr. w &?Wau?i / W
MSS-E v éﬁ{‘ ww;fm" R

M; 7m g’ /&3 //

COPIES QNLY RECEIVED IN MAIL ROOM
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| TR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
" aomessoni§ ' WASHINGTON
THE DI.RECTOR. NAT'O"AL SERVICE
. T

March 89, 1838.

_’,;m!emymnﬂm for Reglonal Director, Reglon IV.

. ‘Beforance 1a made to the prospsctive investigution of

, Wallowa Mountains apd Idaho Ice Cawga, whioh the

_ ~Hoglonal Office has been izstructed %o make thia spring uhen
,Mhar mn pemit.

i ’f‘le #111 note m the atiached mw of ny memoranium of
“ootnisidete o the Superintendent of Yellcwstome that it has
S at@au dpotded to have the Idaho Xeco Caves investigated by
_ Snperintendent Rogers bocause of their proximity to thet park.
- You are requested to forward ‘to Superintondent Hegers the
: T ,phoamgrapha ané eny obher materisl shich you might heve
i - vole¥ive to the Tdeho Xos Uaves. There 18 no chauge in the
: ' 'jpz.ana Top nwmmatwn of the %‘allm Bfeuntains

ERAR

{(SGD) Arno B. Cammerer

‘ o Director,
, -~ Enelosure 1903823
) ‘ ¢os Supt., Yellowsjbne H.P.

¢c: Mr, Sager
‘M38-fmd

»

g
o



Sl I el

E(‘W!VED NS,

2o wnt 151009




el et i ke
o ar allaced mez







Reproduced fram the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

L

ST gV - T o
oA (S FeTa i o=
o e :
. - -,
'y "

R 5 DAYS, RETURN



.~ " Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

T At .
BRI Yol Pos

R UNITED STATES

..o = "2 . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRBCTOR; NATIONAYL PARK SERVICE

¥ay 17, 1938,
v
} 7’ "/’

Mr. Charles H. Sesber, 0
Enterprise, Oregon.

Poear ¥Hr. Seeber:

\

Ve appreciate your lstter of Hey 8 regarding the proposed
nationel park in the Hallowa Mountains of eastern (regos.

An investigation of this region by representativez of the
National Park Service s szheduled for some time this summer,
Until the ares is investigated and the report s cerefully
considered, tho Service 48 not in a position to appraise the
value of the area for mmitjonal perk purposes. We shall be
glad to advims you further when a8 decision hes tesn reached
rogarding the proposed national park in the Wellowa Mountains.

Sincerely yours,

£

ASGD) John R. White

John R. White,
Acting Diroctor.

e /
202 OB

cey Mr. Little
WEL-fmd

™
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UNITED STATES
%gg,f’&&%nwc EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

MAY 271938 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION FOUR

<2
\%
W= SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA _

AIR MAIL w““’/

Memorandum for the Director:

841 g anD €

While in Boise about two weeks ago the director of highways
for the State of Idaho, and Joseph Wood,"Consulting Engineer for
the National Resources Committee, asked regarding the proposal to
make the Snake River Canyon and the Wellowa country a national
perk. They knew of Senator McNary's request for such action and
wished to be kept informed. The proposal seems to be rather gen-
eral knowledge for when I reached Portland the new regional
forester of the U. S. Foresb Sermce, lMre. Watts, asked regarding
the same pro:_;eot.

It does not appear that any of these gentlemen are opposed to
the project; in faot they seem rather favorably inclined than other-
wise. They recognize that there will be some opposition from cattle-
men and miners.

The proposed Sneke River Cenyon ares lies in both the State of
Oregon end the State of Idaho. It also lies in three regions of the
Forest Service and is managed by three forest supervisors, each cover-
ing his own nationel forest.

The Stete Department of Highways, Idaho, is much interested in
the proposel.

It is going to be a rether interesting and delicate task not
to hurt someone's feelings in connection with the study of this
important project. The investigation is going to require epparently
several days on horseback and camping in the canyon. It may involve
a boat trip from Lewiston, Ideho, up the Sneke River approximately
100 miles.

I should like to ask for a little more time in feeling out
matters pertaining to the investigation trip and believe it will be
best if we definitely plan to take the trip perhaps late in July or
even in August.

If this meets with your approval we shall arrange the trip
e.ccordlngly.

Frank A, Kittredge
Regional Director
Dictated but not read
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| St gonrad LoWrti- U TRE REFREReR ehcE e
‘\;_Sp@érviaorfot“Recreation ' Copy heareof 1s malled to you Our

e o JXCUIE OBl e

e R, e

Degr M Wirth @QILI nInG ‘ " MAY 2 9 1938
N ‘ TIH & o Fé’fﬂ'r 4 HISTURBXANGH OF RECREATIONAL PI.ANE'IIHG

this will admitt receipt of your letter date February 2,1939 h
X448 follows-for fuller understaning- of g4 all consurned-.Qﬂw%ﬂmﬁiﬂﬁﬂﬁhap

we have recelved a copy of your letter of'Janhary 14th1939 addressed to Senat '

or-McNary of Oregon,concerning the proposal to establish a national Park
along the Grand Cahyon of the Snake River between Idaho and Oregon-

your letter contalns very interesting accounts of some of the early history
of thls apea- and we are glad to have it for4our files ‘
- ) Slgned Conard L.Wirth

- I sincerely desire to heartely thank you Mr Wirth-for your Kind answer and

+ for Fileing my sald Information for future reference:s ag I am greately Inter.

. ested- in the Establishment of sald National Park-having Lived in Wallowa
County Oregon 32 long years as given in my former Infermation- where I knew
you Mr Pierce and heard you Speak-in the Opera House in Enterprise- where
you stoped.in the middel of your Speach-and sald to Aaron Wader who set near

- to the Stage 'In a frount Seat- to Elustrate your Point-Quot %gk did you

. ever Guarntee a Note- yes sald Our 0ld Friend Many of themé é%a&ou have

i forgotten this Mr Plarce- : ,

;¢ I-note in the record Chieftaln dite of February 16thj939-Representative

! . Plerce-. where you have intervied Mr .Cammerer of the park Service-and various
* -outher members of hls staff-in the ‘Interlor building there -~ wlth reference

40 establishing a Monuyment Service Park in which grazing gf privileges would

be alowed-~ depending on further investagations in the spring- and this

‘kind of Pgrke seameg8 to ldok very Favourable- I am glad.to say- never the

less .l Emplore you Mr Commerer~ to copsider wgll my, former argument in my

aald data on Natlonal Park of Jgnuary 14- in favour of at leagt a portion

of"the Aéfd Area of sald Park being set”aside for a Wild game and Bird Park

£or in this véry Chieftain from ®hich T have Just Quoted thére fs an anticle

in which it is stated that Numerous Farmers have complalned to Game Waden

Rodgers- about 2000 Tow thousand Wild Ducks-g/ Eating from their Graln-and

Hay Stacks=- .these. Ducka they Hay make thelr Home in Wallowa Lake-but leave

~ the lake insiirch of food in the Winter time- R :

- - "several yedrs ago-Mr Rodgers Shiped quite a large number of Elk- who had

* . thelr Home around the lake-to Prineville OregoN- and to the Knowledge of

ﬁ-j‘ the writers. who seen the last Bunch of Mountyln Sheep of about Fifty-in the

i Rimrock Mountains of Horse Creek-in the Spring of 1895-of Lower Imnaha-this

_ bunch of Mountaln Sheep- resourted to the High Wallowa Mountalin Peeks whlch

' are being Considered as a Portion of sald Park- these sheep toock up thelir

’ Home winter and Summer=-in these lofty Peeks to try to Servive- gnd Mr Rogers
himself Made a report on thils ‘last Bunch of Mountain Sheep that Known of in
the weat- about two years ago- that onley a Few head of them remained alive
I caught a young LaMBfrom this Bunch of Sheep when I last saw thém-which
tf1¢ Lamb was not more than an Hour 0ld- had Just Been Born-
and I am Shure that you Representative Piece.will throughely Consider this

- Wild game Park- and the FLORA MP and FAUNA.thereof- for if we destroy the
Forests of our High Mountains which Holds and preserves the Snow:s of Winter
in Order that owr Lower Lands May be watered in the Summer Time- and that
ouf Streams and Springs-may Servive~ then where with shall they be wptered-
and what will become of our Cattle Sheep and Horses-then my friends- ¥Wpgfgyy.

Y L Sy 2y,

e e T S Ty e et

R

SR NS
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- of sald National Park-is used by the Sheep Men for a Summer Range for their.

. therefore they ruion this area for all Wild Animals-

“the Stock men of Wallowa County have Vast Ranges from Every point of the

. Compass. the great Chesnimus forest reserve range on the North- the Minam

- Forest Reserve on their west- the Sheep Creek Imnaha and Shake River Forest

reserve on the Eagt- and it is safe to Estimate that nine tenths gu/f of
-, not onley ‘Wallowa County-1s Grazing land but this Estimate will hold. good

. .fior the Entire States of Oregon” Idaho™and Washington-~yet these Wallowa Sheep

H
Y

| iSheep- S
.. . I wrote Bouth Mr Rogera and sald Director of saild ForestReservea-giving By
© . sald Experience with this said Bunch of Mountain Sheep and my Knowledge of

AR el L - )
YA B 2 , :ti
aga1n>$>wieh to atete ‘that Demistié Sheep.are ‘the most, dietructive and =
Injurious to. range eather Plain or FgfForest Ranges-of any living Animal - €
first because Sheep are jerded on the.range in big bands-close together there-th
fore-make trails and treP Qut the grass and Herbage-~ and th¥ Eat off the’ =
Grass and Herbage- into the very ground OIOBer that\anyouther Animal— E;
and eecond because sheep have a small hole-Just above the back part of thelr >N
foot-from which is Ejected every time they put their foot on the ground-<an )
offensive oder- which causes an offensive Smell on the grorund-and therefore &
Sheep rulon the range for anyouther Animalis-this is fully attested by the :
‘fudes and strife- between Sheep Men and Gattle and Horse Men-since the crea %
tlon-of them all- by Godalmighty- Y

‘fand sald area~ as a Scenic area- and when Mr Rogers the.sald game Warden of
‘“Wallowa Gounty wrote his said article in the Chieftain regarding his Observ-

'Mountains- he stated therein that one fine Ram had been Killed by a Snow

" I'be taken Care of- and preserved and increased- again, ‘T beleive that

; Anﬁmgle- and 80 did the director of Forest Reserves- 6f Portland Oregon
L me

'“my letters to them to day and I have an answer- from sald Director of sald

: and be loocked into- but no wild game reserve yet- and in so fair as I know

- arBase for and as a Nationla Park- what could they do towards Prepsring

|7 'W1ld" Game- which are good for Human Food- which includs -our sald Mountain '
’ Sheep- and -also Moose ELk and deer- and Especlaly Buffalo- we owe- this: é;}
- to owr rising and Future Generatio -dd you agree with me- Representative,§§

o i e e e i e

the #g¥d area of the Wallowa mountains which is being considered as a Bart

Sheep— which Ruions this area as grazing purposes for. anyouther Animal-and

men- dosent want:to glve up said area of Wallowa Mountains on thelr South
»ﬂor a National Park and w11a Game and Bird Reserve-

-and they arguy in the. Chieftain that they are taking care of sald reserves

. I/z FL a'/efm /MWL

-

~

’ations- of sald Mountain Sheep in the said Snowey Peeks of sald Wallowa
‘Slide- and- I-beleive he stated one or Two had: been Killed by Cogars- he
fetated that ‘there were onley a Small Number le yt- of these Wounderous “Anima-
‘1la-that- these ‘were the Onley ones Know of in the. Weat-.and that they Should
Mir Ro&ers Mentioned a wiled Game Park then for these outher Wild Game

ntlon suchey Park- who also Commented on this 1ittle Bunch of Mountain

them~- and I pleaded for suchey Wild Game reserver and I have - the Copy of

AT HAS ﬁ’AFPEﬁ Eb

Foreat Reserves- where in he states that the matter would recelve attentioniz:

no pma protection to .sald Mountain Sheep-

‘and mind you Gentlemen one of the Complainers agalnst said 2000 wild Ducks

who have no place to go or live- 1s Jay H-Dobbin one of the Oldest and LargestV)

Sheep Owners of Eastern Oregon- doest thls loock like the 8&mx the Sheep
ggand the Chamber of GCommerce of Enterprise- 1s taking care of saild area.s QL-,

enic area R~ or Establishing any Wild Game Reserves- or Parks- or P
indeed do we not know that neather of the Countyes in which sald Park
area Exlsts- could not and would not be Able Financialy to prepair said An\i

'Hellis Canyon-and the Seven Divels- alone for and as such Park- so I plead \\ !
for the AB/ A1/ Betablishment of a no Grazing National Park-Except fog P\\

rWlld ‘Game and Wild Birds-that we may rehablitate and replemish our deplete

\_._.H-"

Pierce - and Nr Cammerer-'f_i’ Aﬂ]ffelclm WEE/(lLy gf,m SU{’IDA)(
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nQW then. Representative ‘Plerce~ you say you were usked tq 6ite the Park Ser-
yecé- Whére could be found the history of the early explorers and all facta

\~»~ava1i\ﬁie inregard to this géf Bcenlc wounde¥-" = -

permitt me’ tQ 8gy that I gave. the f£irst Explorering Barty of White people-
down snake River to hells Canyon- in my sald Dgta of January 14-1939 but -
I quoted from Memmory and made a mistake #f as to the Year which I put as

1814~ 80 I now Cite the History you agk and where to find 1t—wh1ch glves sald .

year as being 1811~
but: firat I belelve it proper and fitting heare to make mention istory that
led up to this hunt party- and outhers that followed the Hunt Party- all of
whome looked up on those Wounderous Seven Devils-as the first White people
to see them-and wlthout which no -western History could be Complete-

' THE NAME OREGON - Jomathan Carver
History of the Pacific States- Bancroft Oregon Vol, I, 1884- P,17/was on the
head waters of the Mississippi river-in in 1766- and the Indigns told him

"~ that there wa8 a great River on the western side of the Rockies-that flowed

-

1n -to 'the Pacific Ocean- and they called this great River the Oregon-

- the writer and undersigned has read Carvers Book-which he hiself wrote 10
..'yegrs latter in London England-and Carver says that he stayed 7 months with

the Chipwgy Indlans-on the head of the St Peters River a Tributary of the

;‘Miseiasippi in the winter of 1766-7- that he learned thelr Language so he
;could speak it fluentely- and hesays that these Indains told him of the
t¢,'great River of the west that they Called the OREGON- therefore Jonathan

. -Graver 18 the First Person to Write the Name OREGON- which Name was applyed
~ ito the Territory of OREGON- and it was so applyed and addopted by the Unlted
'i,Statea Senate- to the State Of OREGON-who agreed thpt Carver Colned the .
‘Word OREGON and First Wrote it- and this i8 agreed by Not Onley Bancroft but
Gby all Historlans- but none of them Enows this word OREGON means- Ban

croft traced it on bouth sides of the Atlanticg Ocean-and amoung the
Chipway Indians from whome Carver, learded this Word OREGON-and he Could not

i £ind the Meaning- therefore Hell:s Canyon on the OREGON shore of Snake

River- 18 represented by the greatest Unsolved: Historical State Name thats

Known of in all History ' THE NAME IDAHO

but the .IDAHO Shore EnjJoys no such Popularity for the Word IDAHSmeans in
the Nez Perce Toung-the Shining of the Sun-on those Seven Devil®Peeks when
1t f£irst ralses in the Morning- Ed4 ho- I have Proved this meaning to be

: correct beyound & Question of a Doubt- have the History for it from the.

R Pioneer William Cralg- who lived amoung the Nez Perces-at Lapwal Idaho-

afther whome Craig Mount there was Named-

- g0 the great,River of the west where Flows the OREGON-who Xnew no Sound
.save his own dashings-bore this name as Given it by Jonathon Carver- till

Robert Gray if dlecovered it at 1ts Mouth on the R8 11th day of May 1792

THE COLUMBIA RIVER-ITS HISTORY,ITS MYTHS,ITS SCENERY ITS COMMERCE~- BY

‘WILLIAM DEHISON LYMAN~PROFESSOR oF HISTORY IN ﬂﬁITMAN COLLEGE-WALLA WALLA;

WASHINGTON=- PUBLISHED BY G.P. PUTNAM'S, , NEW YORK AND LONDON-1909 ‘ .
DISCOVERY OF THE COLUMBIA

P-$3-64- Quot-giff the morning of may the 11th1792 dfwned clear ‘Favourable

~ 11ght wind,gentle Sea, a broad,clear chammel,plainly of Sufficient depth.

‘the time was no¥dome.the man and the Occasion metf he ran in with all
8all Set, and a%t ten O.clock found himself in a large river of fresh water,
% etee WHY INDIANS CALL WHITE PEOPLE BOSTON MAN

- P-102-Robert Gray,the discoverer of the Columbia-after whoes Ship the
‘Columbia 4 River was named- was f£itted out by Bulfinch and outhers of the
Boston Company- some several Hundred outher trades from Boston followed -
from Boston- to the Columbia as the Years Passed- in so Huch that the
Indians~therefore Called White Men BOSTON MAN-,
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THE PFAT. -1 OF CAPTAIN GRAY WHO RUN -. E NORMA STEAM
“"BOAT . THROUGH HELLS CANYON.OF THE- SNAKE RIVER, AND HIS
']' THREE BROTHERS WERE ALL STEAMBOAT CAPTAINS AND PIBOTS,
’ - ON THE MIGHTY COLUMBIA AND THE SNAKE

P-149 QUOT-W-H-Gray,the secular agent,was a youns,fine looking,daring,and
-athletic man,(very skilful in making and handling boata)teams,ﬂ#ﬁﬂﬂ waggons:
and anything else of a practical nature.

he was one of the manliest men that ever came to Oregon,and was intimately
conneéted with nearly every important event in the hlstory of the Columbia
River, navightion included. His four sons,all born in Oregon,became Steam
Boat captains and pilots,and without question,no one family has been 80
intimately assoclated with the River as has the Gray family.if any one grop

~ of people could be sald to have filed a claim on the River,it is the

family of WfH-Gpay, Grays hist??gVIa of high value and ETC- (read 1it)
1

the above my frie 18 the family linage Father and three Brothers of the
Captain Gray-who hiflef Personaly told me the Story of runing the Norma

~ Staemboat through Hells Ganyon~ jJust as I wrote it £4 in-and with my said

‘Data on Hell;Canyon of January 14th-therefore Repreaentative Pierce-he was
a worthey and honorable Ploneer-all of the Grays .

: therefore my friends of the Nationil Park Service-and Representative Plerce

!

-and friends of Orehﬁgggﬂggégggﬁaas my Daughter Cecil Mrs R-W-Pearson of
2549-Rheem Ave-Ric 8 a plcture of Captain Gray- do you agree
with me that it would be proper and fitting to Enlarge icture of Captain
Gray, and place it with his said Story of Hells- Canyon1 flstoricél .Buildin
. a3t head of Hells Canyon- as the first Navigator there of- and in"point of

this first Navigation of Hells Ganyon- and as the deepest Canyon on the Earth -

as yet uneXplored— I Cite the Following Scriptures-QUOT

I. CORINTHIANS-aecond Chapter, @ verse- But as it is written,Eye hath not Seen, ;i
. nor .ear heard,neither have entered into the heart of man,the things which

: God hath prepared for them that love him
. Verse 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit for the Spirit

I

i: Searcheth all things,Yea the (Reep things of God)

of course the history of the hunt party and captain Bonneville would be

: added with Captain Grays-1f sald Park 1s Established- Q

I want the Park Service to get sald Book of the Columbia Rlver by Mr Lyman
1t is indeed a fine Hilgggy of the west and Contaifis 80 fine picﬁures

_ahd maps of the Columbl ake River®4nd their Regions- thé Oregonién dident
Publish my safd Data ‘on Hells Ganyon of January 14~ and there 1s nd doubt

. in my #fipd that their reason for this was®that #& W-H-Gray Wrote a/History
. of Oregon-in which he Condemned the Cathollicyas beling responsgble for the

Whitman Massacre-¥52f this-begening on P-204-1n sa1d book of the Columbla

while it ig not my Purpose to, Incite religous isgues at all in this Infor-
mation-never the less ‘I dont want "the Oregonan or any outﬁer Person or
Persons to be permi%ted t0 do thia- i€ why I cali thp attention of the
Park Service t0 thils matter-never the less I am g Protestant-and fully
elefve W-H-Grays 'sald Charges against “the Catholies aa stated 1n hia sald
Hié%ory of Ofeson-by w-H-Gray
- THB LOU!&IANA PURGHASE made in 1803
and the LBWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION 1904-6
P71 QUOT,we must therefore take up the Americgn expeditlons- which proceed-
ed-from the (maater mind &f Thomaw Jefferson. the first of these was the
-expedition: of Lewls.and Clark. This expeditlon did more to broaden the
~American mind and to fix our national destiny then any simllar event 1n our
whole history -




t " Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives - .

< T emee— e
el =« MR EVINEFNEE R e ML

a5 .
SV TN o - [T T
-t e - - R dov I et emTUm o e em e e o e -

—,
.

5
i
|

71~ fitting out-of anm expedition"to explore the Missourl River and Such principad

Y
\

g\.;~‘:\.a.|is'é!;zc;;nw\a,.afiy;;.gl'e:.ti'f?e:r-ei'cm\';;,s inaugurated president.h__aad urged up Congress the

\.._streatis- of 1t as,as by its course of communication with the waters of the

Pacific Ocean, whether the(OREGON)Colorado,or any outher river,may offer the

most direwt and practial water communication across the continent,for the
purpose of commerce. S . - ‘ i

but before anything had aétually been accomplished in the way:of exploration,

that vast and lmportant event,the(LOUISIANA PURCHASE)had been effected.the.
significgnce of this event wag but little understood-at the time,even by - .
towards the development of the nation.etc ‘ _
o - B THE ASTOR HUNT EXPEDITION B

~now my friends of the Natlonal Park Service and Representative PlErce.and
friends of Oregon Washington and Idaho-the hearein before.Information and
Expedition:s8 I have glven-ls what led upto and resulted in the above sald
Astor Hunt Expedition who were the first White People in sy far as we know

Statesman, but(Jefferson realised) that a great thing had been accomplished

from all History to travel Down Shake River- to Hells Canyon-3 of whome were

the first White Men to make tracks on the Fdbt of the Seven Devils-and
pass around and below them and 3n Down Snake River- ' : v

_pages 89 to 97- QUOE-most remarkable of these early Journeys was that of
the Hunt Party which was the land divislon of the great Astor movment to

establish the Pacific Fur Company

P-91 But having reached what is now Known as the(Seven Devils) countery in
| South~western Idah{ly they found them selves in a .chain of raplds and preci=
pitous bluffs where neither boats nor horses,apparentely nothing but{¥ings)
- ecould be of Service. ' o C . L
: P-92-thé party applied to this long volcanic chute the name of the(Deyils
PEUALY Scuttle-hole, and to the river they applied the name of La giﬁibre

.Maudite Enragee, or Accursed Mad River

‘the leaders-of the Party they had left behind- (fy the writer.these are

2 of the sald first men to trod the feet of the Seven Divels)

P P-97-Poorviohn Day Dies and John Day River in Eastern Opegon 1s Naged for
'Hin- wWae - by the writer they Had reachéd Astorla-at the Mouth of the
Céiumbla-_and were attempting to return home in the East = “shw 7

' But to the parties led by Lewls and Calrk and by(Hunt) we must:iace¢erd the

greatest Jeed of pralse for having broken the first pathway acrogg the

_continent and for having linked the two oceans by the”roqtsteps*of»civilized

h'men-" ‘ ' ) .
" now my friends Strange to say that Mr Lyman has left the Dorion Famlly out

of the Hunt Expeditionwentirely out of his Story-therefore it 1s very lncom-

plete- therefore I will Quot you some Authentic history on this point from
the Presldent of- the Oregon Historlical Soclety- M:"Cgrey - :

AAGENERAL HISTORY OF OREGON PRIOR TO 1861-BY CHARLES H~CAREY,LLD. PRESIDENT
OF THE/ OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY-IN TIWO- VOLUMES VOLUME I-METROPOLITAN
‘PRESS~PUBLISHERS-PORTLAND '

P-172-we come then to0 the best snown of these fur trade expeditions,that of
the great merchant prince,John Jacob Astorshe was at this time in the noon

"“day of his powers,conducting a great buksrss Business with headquarters

1% in New York Clty-Astor Was Born in Germapy,in»the Sm@ll town of Waldorf.

P-190-the Astor Overlanders suffered fary WApd greater hard Ships than did
Léwga and Clark and their men,,and had & much more difficult and dangerous

Journey, but the Story of their loyalty,thelr courage and thelr p9r91sténce

will ever be told with history.s thrilling tgles of hertism

- P-96-agtoping to investagate they diScovered that these were Day and Crooks

e s e e S
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i, ybhés guxillary exped” ion was placed under the @ “ectlion of Wilson-Price~Hunt A
- the one-of the partiss’ who was a native born Améwccan™ = - e T
P-191-4n interpreter was engaged,Plerre Dorion,a half-breed,the Son of that

A e ot

" Dorien that had served in Similar capacity for the Lewls and Clark expedition

Dorlon brought his SBoux Wife,and Two children,along the fortitude and
8teadfastness of ‘thisnative 'Womgn came to be recognized, and like Sacajawea
;§r£§W1B and Clark expedition,her heroilsm gaind for her the good will of the
k,%:?it wa8 a cofinocldence that Ascajawea;with her husband,TBussant Charboneau,
and the little Son born on the Lewls and Glark expedition.returning to the
land of the Shoshones from a visit to civilization,passed up the Missouri
- at this time with the Missouri Fur Company;s party,and thus the two brave

WomZn who‘firgt’dared‘the overland Journey came in contact with each other .

by the writer 1§ you.please my friends this Dorion.family 18 the one Ommitt-
ed- by Mr Lyman: in the Columbla River history ®rom which I have before ¢
Quoted~-' this: brave Sfoux Woman 'is called in outher Historys the Holy Rain Bow- |
by reason of her great PAAUYFEUY Beauty-this Brave woman.Endured some of ‘the
greatest hardships and suffering on.this trip of any Woman Gulide thats Known

‘of in all history- and on this trip she gave Birth to the first white child

.ever Born on the western slopes of the Rockies-as I will show you and I belelve

'

. that: you will agree with-me- that she 1s intitled to a Monument at the head
. lof Hell: Canyon- Vme- that Bhe 18 % /%0 a 3K ont
it [the Hunt expeditlion got under way in April 1811 bound for Astoria at the
i ‘{Mouth of the Columbia-with four boats thelargest of which mounted two howlt-
| lzers- and a swivel gun-etc . o B B -
| |P-200-1t was on December 6,1811,that they saw Crooks and his men returning
i jup -stream on:the opposite side-of the river canyon,having turned back after
' |going(60.miles)below and £inding it impossible to further penetrate the K
i irugged countery,where (wallg)of rock and high ridges~and,dee§ chasns: blocked
t

itheir way,and where the :river pushed swiftely between(cliffsg)that rose from

|
. the turbulent water, the deep snow in the mountains made Zf a detour.away

| friom ‘the stream lmpracticeble.Emafilated and hungry,these men had even({eaten
| the solea of old Moccasina) ' ’ -
! ‘comment by the writer-1it 1s 60 miles from where the OR&N Railroad Bridge
| iOrosses Snake River at Huntington Opegon-Down Snakeriver: to Homestead the ~
| .i0x Bow-and hells-Ganyon- 8o you goMEMr.Ggroyps A:cscur'%cx?111:1115-ﬁP-i““*“i”"y*"?lﬁ’Cﬂtleﬂ

T P=199-excuse the wnltenﬁfof,digréaéﬁng back t0 page glven bﬁt 1¥:1é;bebauBe
4 was to follow down tH4/Fi¥€¥ both sid-

i

f_inféanfovera;ght-Quotéthe‘plan'adopt

"?ee~of'the Snake river,deviding the ggen into two groups of 18,led by Hunt f
‘on one Side of the Stream;and a Hike number with Crooks on-the outher. i

‘Dorion. and his little family fo@}oqég_&gntqit-was Now well into November.
Each-person ‘including Doﬁlon;aﬁwgfgbcaggied.@ pack,and she had also during
parte of the time to carry her:two-f¥eal old child,while the four-year-old
'trudged alohg besider Her;she’was ait thig “time fearifg her birth of & third
11ftle one,but with uncomplatiiing cpurage she kept the trail with the party
‘P-200 again-now the Hunt party Kills a Horse~-to avirt Death by Starvation
. a8 they retrace their wearry Stepf from Hells Canyon . back.up Snakeriver
after they had eatten seyeral Dogs they bought from Indlans- Poor LeClerc
i in the CGrooks Party is now to weak o walk-. and they under take to transfer
' ‘fiedgand-they Lost their 11l advised raft in Snakeriver and also the Life

of a Canadian- . :

b¥ the writer another history says that thls poor Fellow who was near Death

‘from Starvation-at the sight and smell of the Coocking Horse flesh-as thelr

~ Grude Horgehlde Boat neared the shore danged for Joy at the llfe Saying
Smell and elght of Food-and this:caused the Boat and hls own life to be

8t in Snake rlver- at this time they had kept up‘their weary march without

D

tasting food- ten days ]
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ﬁ ;i\\\ . THE FIRST W rE MEN TO TROD THE FOOT OF ‘HE SEVEN DEVILS

\“ P—201~\QUOT-at this point Hunt went forward with the mgin party,leaving

Crooks, Day and mereuilynay ‘had given out and could not proseed,gnd Crooks,

who was now in better ‘condition,(would not leave and old Aﬂilﬂyﬁﬁ Zﬂ/ﬁﬂlﬁ ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ 3

(friend and employee in this plight. Fortunyttely some horses .were procured
this place,;and two were left with this amall party,besidea some meabt- -

comment by ‘the writer the gbove three men are ° the fisrt White men ever to

- trod the foot of the Seven Devils-who made their way around and above Hell;s

" Indlans and Given food- and on the 31st came Dorion with his Wife children
',and new Born Babe-

%V“Mother 1ova h&d never failed them,
ﬂf.paddling up: the 001umb1a,and it was from her;that the first news of ‘the mgss-

fastely-1¢6d the miserable horse,that so far had Berved for hep and for the

. 1ittle children,and for their bundel of belongings,.Dorion now insisted thyt -
- ‘he 'Would ‘be able t0o do what was necessary. and that there wae no cause 9

~ delay the party,Hunt left them in the Snow camped ¢ﬂ¢ﬂ¢¢ amons the - trees,
-and hastened on with his men,Powerless to aid,
. P-202-on that bleak day,near the close of the year 18!1,3 llttle human being

' now:Hunt pushes on some 18 miles to the beautiful Valley of the Grand Round
. a8 it was later Called- but before they .reach there,another mgn -of their.

;perioﬁ,Mﬁdam Dorion and her two chlldren were seen amoung the Walla Wlla Indi-

| Golumbia en route to St.louls.the hushand and outhers had been Killed by Ind=
.l 4ans- while traping on the Snake river during January of that yegg.with her
'%?children ghe had fled from the murderous savages , taking(LeCerc,
i alive,but woundeéd,and who dled during the flight.she camped in a wild and -
- secluded ravine,subslsting upon the flesh of her horeses.She mamgged to gach
" the Walla Walla tribe in March,by a iong tramp over the mountgag »bri
- “her children thkough in spite of cold,hunglr and fatigue.The Wail
. received her hospitably,and “the helpless little ones,who had seen so many

Ganyon-and Down Snake River-

HE
THE FIRST WHITE CHILD BORN O WESTER SLOPEA%F THE ROGKIES

QUOT-Mattera were at a Serlous pass when,on the 3Qthof December.gt a place
whlch is bel&Qved 10 be near the site of the present vil__ﬁe of North Powder
Oregon, Mre Dorion was taken with the pains of laboup.heP husband had stead-

came -into the strange World.

iparty collapsed- but they £ d a Shoshone” Camp¥ treated Kindely by the

Rt S L

P

R ——

DEATH_ AND AL, BESTI G PLACE OF S.DORION B

] THE DEATH QF.EEQ FIB§T HUS?AND HER SECOND. RGE %

QUOT-while on the march a week 1ater the infant died-and 1t may be as8 well o
anticipate,and: to interrupt.the nirrative to Tell of this Woman at a later

-Aggil 4th1814,when the last of the Astor expedition was passing up the

was8 still

a wal

adventures in their Short lives,were safe. with the couraseous Woman, whoes

On.‘the date just mentioned,ahe called to the 0ver1andera as they were Swiftely j

; l,acre-was received.Later,she married(John T in)and wae & respected resident -

' _ in the French Canadlian Bettlement in the Willamette valley.Shp died t?er

~ (September 5th1850 September fi en £ifty e
,,,,_?fﬂ%mf MWG z @MWHP AINTAN

-ﬂfnan
by ‘the wr ter-we ow Mr.carey much thanks indeed for his final account 6f

was no account of her or her death or Burying place-siven after the account

- of her above given as of Aprial 4tn1814

;Aﬁ° you ‘my: Friends belﬁmve that I have made -good my promise to show you that

| names of, the out srs of her bk
Ganyon P

l

our Beloved -and Brave Mr8 Dorion-for all outher Historlans sgy that there , 1
- ;

{

a-fitting Monument should ‘be Brected to the Memmory of our beloved Mrs

Dorion-at the head of Hell:s Canyon -on the Snake River-placing thereon the |
' a‘t3,7~--~e to Visit Hell's

eY Party ,£irsi: whi ple )
‘vﬁg;ﬂvw/ s o Lol |-
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FIFTY-SIXTH YEAR. NO. 3. { ENTERPRISE, WALLOWA COUNTY, OREGON THURSDAY, MAY 25, 1939 - WALLOWA COUNTY'S NEWSPAPER

PARK SERVICE
HISTORY TOLD

Former Employe Cites the
Record In Wyoming
Expansion

Salem, Oregon, May 18, 1939,

- Chieftain,” Enterprise, Ore.:—Re-
ferring to your editorial, appearing
in yesterday’s Oregonian, wish to
state thETT OPe vou and others op-
‘posed will continue the fight to pre-
vent the National Park Service from
acquiring the *“canyon” and the
country surrounding it for inclusion
-in a proposed national park. You are
‘right in assuming that they  will
“‘charge admission and load it up.
with Service stations and conces-
. sions. They want to despoil it and
teommercialize it and so-Tob it of fig]

Ta%::l.natlons Jr

apeak as one who has first-hand
1ntormar.mn when I say that you
~will do well to look into the methods
employed by the park service, and
the motlves, in acquiring lands in
_lother states for incliion lu the iTa-
itional parks. ,

We_(my hushand.and mysell‘) are
_ex:émployees of the National Park
“Service, and. my husband attended

hearings held at Jackson, Wyo., in
FAugust 1933, at the time of the in-
+, vestigation by a sub-committee of
./ the U. S. senate. The purpose of the
f hearings was to ascertain the facts
] in, connection with the land purch-
ase plan in that region, “hlcms
sponsored by John D, Rockefeller,
Jr., in the Int@TESt oT'natibmal park
,extension. 1.
© This plan, as proposed to Mr.
.Roc eleller by Horace M. Albrlght . 5
then superintendent of Yellowstone
¢ Park (Wyo.) and later director of |,
‘the ‘National Park Service, was to
buy up all private lands in the re-|'
zion and have them revert to primi- !
tive ‘wilderness for the presumable C
purpose of affording more range for ¥
the southern elk herd.
/s Itis now apparent that immed!ute-
' 1y after these lands were acquired,
Utah f{riends of Horace Albright, ¢
~.and agents of John D. Rockefeller
| formed a corporation, known as the
| Snake River Lund Company, for the
; purpuse of engaging in businéss en-
- fCaneindad nn nooe 4)-




s 1959,.'

. the Seven Devifgtion the Idaho'side of Snakeriver,

© - testimondy.

] are:; tha % iret’ perdan
RN maintain that ur Nati

N

| ' do. you m—
] PygrBwis

| Matte Grqsaq' of South.America-along. the Mightey. Amazonzthe Jé;fé gof
. _.on:Earth, houth: ‘Owe. their Existence » to the great Raln Fall each
- is Draim dmawn and attirgoted, by said Fovest this great Forest the sa.id
" MATTO GROSSO'is one million SQUARE. MILTS IR EX
‘portion of §t.that it is ‘unpenetrable for Eather Man or Beaat,and the great’
trees many of them 200 feet ;hi ,a.nd 20 feet in Dismeter gt the Butte.

e S e et oy g DT TR
. Nr Geo-?-chene Editor &51-151;13 Street - ST
..~ " Reor - Ghieftagn Enterpride %klggih ciég S
n: . ore loas : B
MR -;‘gn {ﬁ%ﬂ ? gsﬁ%e&%%'sto 3 ¥
: _,your 8 X-ang Netional Park
e Park Servive

;YO!J,!‘ armole in Ghiefga.in of Enterprise Qregen under date of Mag 85%&1
niiative: to Nailonal Park servece ghivh ariicle Approves of M hemeys

Opgcaiﬁmn and’ euthers (or-ihe Establishment of a Proposed’Wayional Park ™w-...
~ghich “4neluds Hells Canyorv of Sna¥eriver €0 miles bel tington’ Ore.

v give . Expery
JexeEmployes bouth yousand your Husband of sh.:id Park Servece .
% - Seyvese. bouth past and presenteis & FRAUD AND & GRAFT, and if

id - ag: teetimoneyba,ga.inat the Establishment of sam Pa,

tha.'r sald

s

of any Value,or Servece whaf so ever, to the People of our. Governmant in your -

“estimation, then Jou. dont state this in your said Artiolp,

| end ybu' say you read i the article of the Chieftain. in the Portland Oregonian: °

and you say. you. will give Mr Cheney and the Oregonian further information
;- along this 1line if thefrequest it,

: * and 1f you-do Mrs.Xsare you shura.enough of .your &rounds .and Fair enough i

to },u' ‘Park’ service and our Goverrment officials and Indiviguals,whome you

acolfSe 0f belng Groocks and Grafterg,to Pack your said CHarges with your

sigmad gmture -80d - your 8ddress= this 1s of high importance Mrs.X,as you

%5 va Bver ﬁnown of in these United States making

“isich: Cparges,:

Recreation Groind are the Greatest asset s of our Natom.and eepecisly our .
at&ona.lr‘?arks 11ks the Yellowfyone, which proeserves Wild “Gate and wild Birde
01 “hemmefit of our Future Qendﬂfions, which ‘outher wise would become

Fgo.:ld a.l.l-~=eur ‘Flora .and Fawae -read what happned .to the said . ‘,M:u
t‘h« 1979 Page B

d Life of Florida in the AMERICAN WEEKLY ‘For Sunday .

. May
| ido your rio] kniow Mrs.X.that our greaF Fores? Reserves.and Parksspreserve the
»Snows and rains that falls therson to be carryed.to .our Arid lands below in-

‘Spring-and Summer .and. feed our Rivers Creeks and Springs wmch would outher

'_ “iwige: GO DYy, .
r *and do you not know. t&za.t the Great Erasion.of Soilrin the Now famious Dust !

‘Boea of our Eastern Stafes, which has cérryed Hundreds of Billions of tons
'Soilsand the Gpams and Herbage being eaten and Tramped Put, .end the Distruct

reat Raaurvee .and National Parks -a.nd 81l Parksaw

'~v\_A

g

iof our Productive Soil in the Atlantic Ocean'is caused.by disruption.of the %ﬂ

of Tem'ber and Folage, .and ‘Prouth, and thag if qur Forests Folage .and Flora . {
M Pt is net. az'atacted ‘by aaid Fational Parkes.and Reserves 'that the
ge and Farm 1ands will go the same way I do Mra»x'- ;s

1mow that the g;rea.tes Forest of.tember.on Earth the W%/W dﬁ%‘ :
nigamratangx e ghaRes xRt Terie :

TENT. and so Denset+in & grest 1

in proof of tﬁese o?’gnof tma gr'ea, aat,I C1t£ You & book Intitled.
THE RIVE'R AMAZOR. ¥ ITS QOURGES TO E SEA :BY. PQUL +FOUNTAIN'nage 57 ther

Cod: created 'l‘rees for thesa pux'posee and ¥he . Benefit and Glory of Men Kind
and for his use,and Give him Dominion over.them not .vko .distroy,but to. take
Oare of in our fﬂati\onal ParksCity and Countery Farks and in-our Fationa
Forest Reserves,. so as to Perpetuate thelr eaid Fenefi’c. and Glory on do'
the a;gea, teo our future Genera.tiona : ;
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,\ganasis 1-0 Bath Ve=Ar ~God. sa.id, Behold,:t have gl 1 you every h;rb 'bearing .

trae )iié dlrfé in

smhich? is upon thM face of all the e;arth, and everz(

" Révafla.tien,?-c-m-v- And afPer these things I sew four angels:Standing on
thg four cornera of ghe earth,holding the four winds of the earth,that the
vzind shcxuld not ‘blow on bhe earthynor on.See,nor on any(treel

. -ami 1 aaw another angel ascending from the East,having tha Seal ef .the ., .

: 'vi:t:g fodsand ha cried with a loud veice to the :f'cmr .engels, to whome it

‘given to hurt the earth and the gea,
- “seying Hurt mt ‘tha earth,nelther . the sea,nor .the (Freesd

therefore Mrs X.we gee .that God and his Holy angels protects Trees.by Deerse
‘of God,from their creation by him to the end of time, therefore is the Natin
nale Park Servece,doing roung as you say by pmtectmg the;m, for the Purposgs .

~ and uses to i&an K:‘md before stated,

-Vbut ma.bv you. doubt my argument that our Trees and great Forests attraet Rain

‘and if so I will prove to you that they do so attract Rain, ,by the fact
that therse 18 no rain fro one years end to the outher.in the great Valley

. one thoussnd miles long in the laend. of Egypt not a drop, whére thers.are

‘no trees. and Foresta to Aftragt said Rain,

‘j"and 1 Quot wou from a Bool Intitled THE NILE THE LIFE STORY OF A RIVER BY
_.EMIL-LIIEWIG. "PUBLISHED BY THE VIKING PRESS NEW-YORK 1937

age. Zé% Quot- Fadi Halfa.means. the the . Grase Valley in the land of no (RAIN)
270 The File in Mistory Rises Steadily and yet receives(NO RAIN)as

d: by flooda frem the ¥ountains at i%s ,sorce, . £y

5 f

‘ Ay CHE
r:r. tharef’ore aay yes to _the National Park Dspartment ¥prs Xjpestablish said
National Park imckuding therein Hellis Canyon of Snake River and the Said
Seven Devils MOuntains of Idaho-and the Wallowa Mountaine Ofi Oregon, .

'a.nd me:e:e it not & Monmumenf Fark on which is alowed .to be kept and arazed

Sheep. horses and Cattle, .tut restrict these,and nake it 8.wiled Game reserve
including wild Birds for God also Gave us Dominion over .mm all of these
%gcluding the Great Whales and Fishes of the Sea,and we should preserve

em also, .
- why do you Mrs-X-assume it to be any roung for the gaid Park Servece to g
charge admission. to any Park,and why would you not HExpect them.to Charge

4% admwission«how would they improve them and kaep them vp if they dident

charge admissiorn,

. and why do you say that thay went to Qeepodl it and commergialize it and

. despoiled. and deprived of their fascination, Mrs X

Buisness for 16 years of my Life,in the States or Oregon Washington and
i 4mah°”md I never seen, land Values raised that way AWM

Yob 1t of ite . faecmaﬁionq. if the parke Servece.don this then how. ocould.

the:g commarcialige any park,for then-peocple would riot pay to .ses.a dee;aoiled
Parix which hed heen robed of ite fascinations do you ink Hra X,I wouldent

j v 'you aa.y ﬁm's K= thay Mr»ﬂoakarelér became enterested in Lands adjoning Natis

nal Parks,in s fraudish-way,l have read HrfRookefseller:s Liffe Sfory,snd
read and-Known of him all my Life,and this is the first time that I have
réad or Knew anything of such’ Qanduct on Hr Rockefellerie Part,and I nsver
¥new before thal it Constitutes Fraud,and Crime, t¥ purchese Land adjoning

_or.near to a National Park because one had the Ides that sald land would

raise in Value, because of said Park,and neavher does this Speakd very well
for your. olaim that Natiogal Parks become Worvhlees,by reason of heing
:’[ followed %ho realestate

WMMW&WM
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cAR'l’ER GLASS, VA., CHAIRMAN

T\, KENNETH MCKELLAR, TENN.  FREDERICK HALE, MAINE
R CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. GERALD P, NYE, N. DAK.
§  \ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. JGHN G. TOWNSEND, JR., DEL.
{ +:JAMES F. BYRNES, 8.C. . STYLES BRIDGES, N. H. . .
1 E. TYDINGS,-MD..: - —-HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS. f?Jc r[ a '% { ’% i
i mmg RUSSELL,GA. . RUFUS CiHOLMAN, OREG. ¥4-5.0 (] ia (11 envesie
| -2 ALVA'B: ADAMS, COLO RODERT A. TAFT, OHIO .
) mrmgl:o MCGARR'A':JA.. NEV. s COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. .
JGSEPH C. O'MAHONEY, WYO.
HARRY 5. TRUMAN, MO:
EDWARD R. BURKE, NEBR.
THEODORE ¥, GREEN, R. 1. N
T. MALONEY, CONN. -
CENIB CHAVEE, N. MEX. August 28,1939.

EVERARD H. S8MITH, CLERK
JOHR W, R. SMITH, ASST. CLERK

hF(‘FNf"U /ef X

2 1939

Mr. Arno B. Cammerer, Director,
Wational Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington,D.C.

My dear Mr. Dammerer:

I am attaching a letter from Mr. George E. ;
Richards, Secretary of the Cattle and Horse Raisers! '
Association of Wallowa County, Enterprise, Oregon, i
together with copy of a resolution adopted by the
Association opposing the creation of a National Park
which would include extensive parts of Wallowa County
novw being used as cattle and sheep range. Your con-
- sideration of the views of this Association will be :
appreciated. ) ;

On January 18,1939, you advised me that an
investigation of the Wallowa Mountains along with the
Grant Canyon of the Snake River was scheduled for this
spring. I would like to know whether this was made and
the result of the investigation.

Sincerely yourAs ’

RCH:PJ (}/ 5 i j"ﬂ/ i
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Avgast 3%, 1939 v
Bon. Bufus 0. Eolman,
Palted States Senata,

. ”/;,W
W
¥y 4sar Bevator Holmamt

In the aboemse of Dlreotor Cammerer, whe is ebill soufined
&5 hio home by fiiness, I lmve yesolved gour letbter of August ¥8,
with reforenge 4o the vesoludies ndopted wt the Augant 13 ol
meoting of the Ballowa Gounty Cattle 2ad Horse Rolowrs! Asgecin-
tion, against csladlichmont of & nabfonal park in Wellobs éamy

If plang ave working ovk as intended, » group compoced of
$tate highway oiffaials, and Natlomel Purk mﬂ. Mst Service
repragentatives, are sov investigeting Wie ;mwraa region o
Wh’.@ﬁ M Mﬂ Mm m" resomnend A% X um wada
in the zobtter as yot, ue are unable S0 mvmem» Lo
carsing the gugiected natlonal purk or to Jullge lusr the welfave
of the sboskmen wight Yo affectald. ¥Fe shall, of cousps, got in

 Soush with yom ag seon as dhere in mammﬁeﬁa veporb.

The letber 40 you of Lugest 16 from Mr. Richards, and your
aopy of the razaistion, ave retuined for your files.

ﬁﬁﬁmﬁlﬁ' VORP T,

(SGD) John R. White

J. B, Thise
Enclocura 1700857 Astlng Divestos.
Gt BRLPSC Room 5314 '
&L0she
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o ART OF THE INTERIOR g 2

¢
#7

601 Sheldon Building L
September 16, 1939

Memorandum for the Director:

The long delay experienced in the completion of the inter-
Departmental field examination of the Cascades area has made it
necessary to postpone similar examination of the Wawalla Mountains
and the Snake River Canyon areas. The reasons for the delay were
due to the adjustment of dates continually demanded by represent-
atives of the Washington Planning Council.

It is suggested by Superintendent Tomlinson and Mr, Davidson
that the membership of the Sneke River Investigation Committee be
confined to the two Federal services in order that there may be no
further delay., Will you please radioc your approval or disapproval
of this suggestion? '

Superintendent Tomlinson will be required to leave his head-
quarters on September 24 to attend the Superintendents?! Conference
in Santa Fe. He does not expect to return before October 21, It
is therefore thought advisable for Davidson, Lewis, and Sumner to
proceed with the Snake River examination without Mr, Tomlinson,
provided of course that this arrangement will meet with your appro-
val,

A e,
Ac Regional Director,

4

ce: Mr, Davidson
Mr, Sumner
Dr. lewis
Mr. Hoyt

etk




National Park Service

..

General Expense
Washingbon, D. c., Sep'bo 19, 1939.

.

RADIOGRAM. - PRICRITY
(GOV'T IN?) AGTING ‘REGIONAL DIRECTOR REGION IV NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
601 SHEIDON BUILDING SAN FRANCISCO CALIFCRNIA

URAIRIZET S]ZXTEENTH TOMLINSON AND DAVIDSON SUGGESTION TO PROCEED WITH SNAKE
RIVER AND WAI‘:BONA INVESTIGATIONS WITHOUT WAITING ANY LCNGER 30N LCCAL FEOPIE IS
APPIDVED STOP INTERESTED LOGAL FEOPLE WITH WHOM PROPOSED INVESTIGATION HAS
BEEN DISCUSSDD SHOULD ER, ADVISED OF NECESSITY FOR MEDIA.TE ACTICON AND INVITED
- T0 PARTICI PATE AS. PLANNED PROVIDED THEY CAN MEET YOUR DATES ‘

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
* NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(SGD) &; E, DEMARAY,
cc: Reglonal Director-Washington
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1_,‘\ mn@saaye Arahitent,

«:Dz'.e a\ml;ley Lewia.a sealosist

 oharagter of the'ssnyon and ite desirability of meking it a nstiondl Park e

ganda and agital

I nute in Redox Ghiaftam of Enterprise Oregen. Wallowa ceanty/ your

rx"‘r' .,.~

WsE»A!E&ViMﬁ -

’ Sumnamwnd 11.1’3 teahns.eian,x ' m.mv,«mrm ag mﬁantt. \

, rogional Forest#¥ in charge of
1anda +of tho ragional’ Fmaa
efﬁee in Portland

sm Fmaiam- i o o o ‘ P@ruma ﬂregan
my siw R o ‘ ‘

inspegtion of J / Hall's canyon of Snake river . with view to making
a report to’ wur “ﬁupeﬂmm of Parke Servica. at Washimgion D.C. on ths

My %Q.chheney ﬁhe Edi or goes on to say that your said inspedstion - g
the“gaocond of the kind gf in recont'years, whish was the result of props-
anda afibn  from rather hiden swmas,an Aietant from Wallowa -

amﬁ;‘my&‘ww; ,bly mnbrant of the effects of the pmpmed ahmnaa,

before approachm my aubjeat further let me explain that I was a resident

- @f ¥allawa Gounty hafors 14 was devided off from Unien 'County. my Pather

Tk stubletiold
‘Emred Wme&@maﬁa& Idatd,.  whore I contimued in uwy oeeupam@n m walmmw

 the First shesp: avw ‘sakan to Imnsha. for my Cusion Fremk Stubblafieid
~ the Firgt Crep ever Sewn on SnakeRiver. on Dug Bar. in 1888, this goes for
' Hell's Canyonm. = 3

. thmi’em 1 know' the 01d Days of the Stock Buisness before thergwas any
 forgst reserve whyn:whosver struck camp and droped his hat off first it

z -,‘:.-m fishing. it ‘whs all free. tharefore. ‘the. -Game wag ng a.rli mzm::xawﬁ.

ng been the firat White settler on Horaglreek of 4
« and I lived in Wallowa County $ill I9I7. when I

44313988, when .1 osamé to Californis.
‘thergfore I hal! make wallewa County. run stock and Improved en b‘wme-;
one of the £inost’ ghes to be found-this-aide Hhe Roekles. I

4n the Winter and: Spring of 1885.6. and Frank Taken the First Sheep avar |
‘taken to BnakeRiver ay Rollens Bars in 1886-7. and I and Beb Riokmon Cradlys

Snakemver from ‘tha muth of Grandround to the Ox Pfow. above the said

" Range. provided no one dident run him off of it. when Judge 061134'
was. the Law, and for the Laying of four Poles in a SQuara a Faundauon ‘
we salled it. If0-acres of land was yours. :
the aame with wgid Game, for tha-taking 1t was yours and no Limit. the sams

the Ranges unprotacted also the Foregts. all this brought aboul the @nptaea
t.in -Farsat Raaem.s s.n& W"mlauen Laws « and our Protecting Laws ‘
a& " .dogEY you Mr.Chenay and +thé faw Stook men 1
"»Paamk wwhmw 434 gmne -~and: 5534 Birda ‘pould be -
mpag,atgd tasaﬁher Lth 511 Flors and. mea them %
ing and. oamma, deneration®s s not Just as much af
%8-the “the: Fordstd Resorve. a.ma the Range Lawa- ana

' 'mm Game Pwmézm “Lawss who-have nb Home Nows..

N PAR

- -whigh had'ne Equeal on earth being tho Despest Osnyon on garth 8x T9004dh
4n said Propossd Naslonal Park. As not for the be&%gmm-_e?tfs of alﬁiw R

and do you #sy tHat the Preserving not onlay of the Forass. of sald Park.
area. bubiall the Natuvral Beauty thare of. gapaaisl +hat of Hall's ga?f;a, :

paople. 4 hot fhen you would have to.talk like. you have einee you rméad /

40 run @y Fathar Lifestory in your said Ohieftain, in ordsr to protest

g -g;ﬁ:;’ne:& ag;.in:: g:» on the Truth of History. : 2
you an article some two months ago lip.Ol aney ehallensins yemr;‘f 188 -,

Xe & artiole m Four: mwmm ‘againat the Estaliss entie of Haua o
KX /?2-L e d




. ' }'aar n a ww&m the 0£fios.ala of aa&d Park’ B@:@ammxm of mas.ng
‘\ ,“ ;';% m Graftors said she andhor|Rusband dinew begause thati they had .
a1 3085/ bu&am q@maﬂaa‘,xﬁ

w--‘"éen An. mmu o m in you:- ‘ahiatt»aﬂ.n Mr gh;emy‘f shallenging your Mlsa)
' Xo:t0 come out from hiding./and agswer me. or if she mulﬁ atay hid ¢
Y t0 ahdwey me anyway, atieat. . bub you dident run my said srtiele Mr.Ch
‘bul now you accuss ha.é.den I’mpaganaa 5 of geting sald Gwammmﬁ. mm{is ¢
g, %o inspect said Afa. your sald Propagendast. wasent Hid was she Hr:
Chemeys and perbaps her said article. wag Pramsauda 3uﬁi-‘ 8 saeenﬁhaml
kind of Frepgander. I suppss. ‘ ,
1et us eonaider for a moment the income tx'am said Erea& for ateek grazlna
vz Baid National Park, the high Wallowa Xountaing is- ¢nley grazed about
'3 months out .of the year for summér range. and the Value derived thsmfm‘
" 46'the Stoock Men for tholr Beef and Wdol and the fee perhead they pay g
“the z»‘omumgm, dgpartment there for isthe Tofal Valuation derived
‘ 1 ARea, which sum§ I donot know, but it'ig safe to say that it
- WoNld A’ o8 noar Equeal the amount which weuld be!derived from tx’m
‘from the Hilliona of peepls that would come from alover the World te V&&Q;‘& .
~ and ge¢ this Great National Park. With its MgZIf Hell's canyon and its
lofty shining peven Devile Peeke. who no equeal in the west. for
..baaut and grandure. ,gml, then the En e Feds to sald Park, :
but, the groatest bonmifit: would come from the Deviement in roads ahd
,eewlamn&s and Givilliaation. of all this unopengd end unassble, umﬁery
-of Snakeriver and its Tributaries. namely the Imnsha,. and the Salmon
SR gmzs, _ons of-'the most Productlive Oounteryes and £inent Glymat.e"én »
Sl RedeWe0d  of waimy mam hag put in his 1ife time Boosting fop & road
U1 Down Snekerive to Lewldton Idaho. and a fow waeks age went through Hel
SRR 2“%22&. with several outher xen and to Lewlston by Baa:h. ‘with $his vza
. n ,
and I assume for a t‘um.hex‘ raa.son to ses 1L 1 haé. told the druth. oi’ tha
‘ dasarigum. of thig Treasurer house of Beauty. of Hell's canyen as.
o Captain 'Grays Fioneer Navagatior of the Columbia. and tha
S snalﬁm at Paaaa Washington. where ha lived in 19I2. Caphein Gray took
1 thes Norma Steam Boat, through Hell's Oanyon and Dgwn the Snake andthe
‘Golumblas to Porbtiand Oragon rar the O W R & N. Qompany. +the first Stean,
‘Boal. aver to go thrqv_i b Hell's Canyon . and down the Snake to the ﬁeut.h
- ¢f Grandrgund. I @ Capbain Grays Story and sent 4t to Mr Wood and
- ha run it in t!em Waiaw Signal. last year,
‘the Stock HMen of Cragon.ldsho.and Washington. ave a Fine set of pwpm
1o batter on Guds Farth. they helped to Build and Wake the west. what .
is to day. but the Farmer and Laborers have done Just as mush and just
as gowd peepla. and they are Far greatdr in Humbers thet the Stook men
by many timas. endthelir Intrests- should é -Oonsideredy also  and T .will "

S S o
LM“"'S‘G"‘EESM:.A el L

ventury 'the Assurdidn right heare that i s Genaral Vote was ‘taken that
. the gald Nationsl Park would win by s Big Hajority. !
however ‘I do not take issues with Oppossers of sal d Natdonal F&!‘ka in &
-8 -paprehepalve ways I Entitls Every Person 4o their Own Opiniensand say
with our BelovelLinglon. With Charity for all and Malise toward neng
However I think tha ‘2ald Opposers are Panny Wise ahd Dollar Foolish.

the said Stook Men, have I asgumg.scmething like nine tents of the whole
of the 2w Arga. of the sald States. for range. from Every Point of %ha"
. CompamBa they have it in Wallowal @o shursly off Bore ire thought.
~ they will say Our Wild Game and Birds havs a right o Homs. ang’ maev
#ald Natlonal Park to Open up sald Counetry of the Unsetteld Snake and
Ats Tribut.arya‘ and to Preserve tm.ﬂ Treagurer House: af BQ&&W@

: Wﬁa 31 fs aa lets hava S.t
\?o V= B




e Ioth StreetLOakland‘
1f. Oct.I3th 1959

.'my”Dear Sirs

,hearewith Enclosed information on and argument for the Establishment i°
- of Hellls Canyon National Park. under date of Yestarday Oct.I2th.
to" addressee '8 as ~givensfor your Further Information on. Said Park

some of this Information. is re- petition .as"to you people because I have :
. ‘corresponded with you Quite a bit:-on establishment of sald park. as your
- .Tiles will show. but in said information there are several points which.
'/ is not:ire petition ‘especialy as to Mr.Geo.P.Cheney Editor of the record
“ﬁlchieftain. and also the gédater Number. of People out side of said Stock ™
‘men. who would want said Park. and §s Falr as this goes; the whole People
of, our U.nited States and Outher Counterys to. is intitled to the Bennefis
‘g, of:said Park, 3 S
1T wish also to give you a’ sfde tip on Senatior G.He Zurcher/ Newely* Elec ed
i'to the State #® Legislature of Oregon. who went to the Editor of - the
I Portland Oreginian. and used his Influance with said Editor. to not r
i anymore Articles in his said paper ‘which approved of the Establishment
of said Park. i ,
j;I ‘have know Mr. Zurcher _from his Boy Hood: 54 long yeare who was elected_
“County:-:Clerk. Twice I beleive. and begin his Emrx: Cagi%r when a Boy#s
. Clerking for the: 01d E.M & M. Company of Enterprise andlater years went -
,_-;igto the Mens Clothing Buisness for himself which he hae followed ever
-1 since.. ‘
““but Mre. Zurcher &8 rather of what we commonely Gall the Blg Headed Calss
and adhears Stroungely to the Rich Class. and he wong his said Electionsg
as County Clerk. by Runing after and being unusualy Frindely:; with Farmer
-1 8., and the Common Working Class.of Workimg People. Just before Elections:
'I” inOrder to get them to vote for him which said Friendleness was onley
for this Purpose. at least as I seen the Matter. .
. Mr.Zurcher was on the War Board of Wallowa County. in I9I6. and it so hapa
“ned under his Management that W.R.Holmes. Son'Fred Dident go to War. Mr.
.| Holmes being the Cabhier of the Wallowa National Bank in Enterprise.
i . Neither Did Hank Haas. Son of one of the Richest Money Linders and Stock
-‘Men 1in Eastern Oregon. and If you please it was Mr.Haaswwho Bought Our
'y 1 -sald Horsecreek Stock Ranch. Neither Did George Craigs. Son Frazier or g
' !;'iGuy. go to War, another of ‘the Rlchest Cattlemen in Easern Oregon. S

'but on the outher hand when Mr.Bruce. asked Mr.Zurcher for his son Hener
. to be Exempetti. he answered NO we are from Missouri you got to show us.. S
..: .80 Poor Henery went.and was Blown to Bits on no Mans Land in Fance. after ..
. he went over the Top. - TR
7. . thereafter Mr Zurcher received much aid and friendShip from these said f."l
:© Rich People. Mr Haas appointed him Adminstratior of his Estate in his Will
-+ thereof before he Died. and then Mr Zurcher went to his Widow. Mrs Haass ji
and got many Thousand Dollars worth of ‘Stocks and Bonds and Money. to same '
' - 'sald Bank from Going under. N
. however ¢n the War. Score*I have no kick my self as my Onley Son Blaine
who was 01d Enough to go to War ¥eXimkxx Vollintired to go. and did go.
and no Man is any Good that wont Fight for his Gountery. or Shurk- the
Job either. because: he is Rich or for anyouther Cause. :

: dsaid Park ie Established Gentlemen. then as a Pioneer of. that Countey

W tthnowledge of: Stock and, wild Game. and a Mountain Ieer. and aiMan‘ v
‘much: Veried E: 6-in Life Bein

; ‘csome BOSETEON ¥o). ar Y /4 /Q%(
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4 ~_ ', - UNITED STATES

sy
o

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

. ADDRESS ONLY - WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIGNAL PARK SERVICE

. | March 4, 1940.
Wuﬁmm H. 8oebar,
Enterprioe, Crogon.,
Dear M. W

. ¥e approsiste your letter of February 26 with fuvther
reforence %0 the proposal to establish & mational park in the
Hallows Howndadne of easbern Oregon.

Ma&aﬁmmw@%%w%w&ﬂw
of this Sorvice in company Wdbh representatives fron other Fed-
eral buresus which goverod the Grand Canyon of tho Snoke Biver
in pastern Oregon and wosbuwn Idaho, The results of these field
studies have mob yet boen £inally determined, but AL s ewr
feoling that the Grand Sanyen of the Snake Biver Sully aualifies
for natienal parit, mational monoment, or resyssbionsl ares status.
z:mmaeMmmmmmmmmmmw
to bo derived through estzblishment of tho area az & wnlh of tho
mmmmmmmammmmﬁwmmmm
mmmm

Singer ma,
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IN REPLY REFER TO

UNITED STATES

i+ w7775 - DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR & -
e : - FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE WV
601 Sheldon Building
San Francisco, California e
/" /

/ /
/ December 54 1941

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Victor H, Cahalane, Iﬂ] Charge,
Section on National Park Wildlife
Fish and Wildlife Service \
Washington, D, C.

In connection with fairly recent interest in the possibility of
including some of the Wallowa Mountains in northeastern Oregon within
the National Park system, the following excerpt from a letter to the
Regional Biologist by Dr. A. Sidney Hyde of La Grande, Oregon, who has
authorized us to quote from its contents, mey be of interest:

", « « This afternoon Ranger Chriswell, U. S. Forest
Service, informed me that Ranger McCool, of Enterprise knows
of a reliable authority who definitely saw two bighorns on
Bagle Cap last summer (1940). McCool sew tracks, himself.
Bagle Cap and other high Wallowas were in McCool's territory
a number of years ago., He stated that the band of 20 or 30
bighorns known at that time used to come to the Minam River
(in winter, I think) and that a certain party kmown to him
used to poach them regularly. He also stated that he has
found the body of a mountain sheep caught in the bottom of
an avaleanche (or somewhere in it) and has seen or known of
the bones of others being so caught, and thinks that is a
serious factor in their decimation. The opinion was given,
however, that the animals were driven to wintering at unusual
heights by the above-mentioned poaching. Another individual,
one Max (?) Wilson, very familiar with the bighorns and their
range in the Wallowas essentially corroborated McCool's state-
ment that there are definitely a few of the enimals still
alive . . . "

It may be recalled that although the higher elevations of the
Wellowa Mountains are included in "mountain sheep reservation" the area
is quite heavily grazed by domestic sheep.

n
GQWQNW'M D/%’

Regional Biologist féi

cc: Director, NPS, Washington
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UNITED STATES
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS:
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Momorandum

&6 MAY 1948
Tos Assigbant Secretary Davidson.

Froms  Asgoociate Dirschor, National Park Servioe.
Subject: Froposed Wallowa National Park, Oregon,

This is in reply to your request for information concerning a
proposal to establish a national park in the Wallowa lMountains of
eastern Oregon. Such a proposal was first advenced about 1927 when
8 program of objectives drawn up by the Chamber of Commerce of La
Grande, Oregon, included sction toward a national park., Nothing was
accomplished at that time, but a year later a number of interested
citizens of La Grande formed the Wallowa Wational Park Associabion.
A campaign director wes employed and financial assistance was sought
from Chambers of Commerce end other eivie groups in the general
vicinity. ‘

As a rasult of this show of interest, the Wational Park Service
arranged for an investigation by Mr. Roger W. Toll and Mr. Thomas C.
Vint. Five days were spent in traveling over the proposed area of
more than 66,000 acres. The investigators were agreed that "The
Wallowa Mountains can be developed as a recreational area that would
be a decided asset to sastern COregon and portions of the adjacent
states of Washington and Idaho, but the area is lacking in any out-
standing feature that would give it a wide national interest or that
would enbtitle it to consideration as a national park.," Thig conclu=
sion appeared dragwn from their finding that "There is no Zﬁhturg}7
feature » . « that is not already represented, in a more superlative
degree, in existing national parks."

Proponents had at first claimed to hawve been prompted by a desire
to see the scenic values preserved under the more limiting administra=
tion of the National Park Service rather then be subjeoted to grazing
and other contingent uses permissable and practiced under Forest Serve
ice jurisdiotion.

However, Inspector Leonard L. Hohl again visited the area in
1936 at the ingtance of the Commercial Club of La Grande (reorganized
Chember of Commercej). At that time he found, according to his report,
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L—‘*H ’-Bhat -bha firsﬁ intarast of the sponsors at that time was & wish to

R - uge to their own advanisge the prestige and publicity that would
‘goorue to the urea through the presence of e national park, Ur, Hohl's

- peporty Joocidentelly, was similar in its findings %o that submitted hy

: l;-_maera. ﬁ‘au and Vints | .

‘I'he Wallm Mnun‘bains have oscossionally been mmtionad in referw

" enoes’ to a Hell's’Canyon Nations) Movument proposul onee considered

by the Service, l:mb the proposels nre entirely separate. The Holl's
Canyon proposal, incidentally, amwong cther complicetions, would be

 inappropriete for baticnal park or momument status if the Hellts Cun e

yon Danm bacemes L] reality. s appeara to be an objective of 'bhe De=

parbment.
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Dear Mr. Killion:

In response to your inquiry as to the status of the proposal to
egtablish a Wallowa National Park, I am informed by the National Park-
Service tha e mavter was first investigated for the Service in 1927
by Mr, Roger W. Toll and Mr, Thomas C. Vint who spent five days trav-
eling over the proposed area of more than 66,000 acres, The investi-
gators were agreed that the Wellowa Mountains could be developed as a
recreational area that would be a decided asset to eastern Oregon and
portions of the adjacent states of Washington and Idaho, They con=-
cluded, however, that the area is lacking in any natural feature which
is not dlready reprasentad in a more superlative degree, in existing
national parks. A subsequent investigation was made in 1935. The same

pha |s conclusion was reached at that time. As you are I am sure aware, the
final deeision as to whether an area shall be established as a national
park rests with the Congress.

I might add a word in explanation of the pol:l.cy that has been
followed by the National Park Service in recommending areas for nation- 3
al park status. To withdraw public lands in perpetuity from private -
development, or to acquire by condemnation when necessary private lands
- already developed, 1s a serious matter. The Service is most reluctant,
therefore, to recommend the establishment of any area within the Ng-
tional Park System unless it is or unquestioned nationsl significance
and there is wide local, as well as regional and national support.
Throughout the west there is growing opposition to the acguisition of
additional holdings by the Federal Government.

I think you should know, too, that rarely are funds available with
which to purchase lands, or interests in lands, for national park pur-
poses. Most of our great national parks were reserved from the publiec
domain before the lands were developed, or they were acguired by the -
States and donated to the Federal Government for national park pur-
poses. Big Bend National Park in Texas and Shenandoah National Park in
Virginia are examples of the latter. While the 1935 report of the Na-
tional Park Service indicates that the vast majority of the area that
has been considered for inclusion within the proposed Wallowa National
Park was under jurisdiction of the U, S, Forest Service, there were at
that time scattered in-holdings, approximately 100 mining claims, and
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nearly half of. the total acreage was involved in grazing permits and
various forms of withdrawals inconsistent with the purposes of a na-
tﬂ.onal ‘park, i

Under these circumstances, I velieve that the recreational pow

' ".-tentialitles of-. the area might most logically be developed by the

Farest Service.

L

Sincerely yonrs s

QWMM

C. Girard Davidson,
Assidiant Secretary. .
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’Mr. E.H Killi

Ghamber of . mmerce,
' La Grande, Oregon.

ces Asst. See.’ Eavidsen
“Regional Director, Reg:.on Four ( 2)
Lands Tl , .
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