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regon’s Siskiyou Mountains are a treasured natural

heritage for all Americans. Wild rivers flow freely

through this ancient, rugged land of endless forested
ridges and deep, boulder strewn canyons. Rare wildflowers
line the banks of these rivers, carpet the hillsides and color
the dark forest floors. Weathered, red rock crags mark some
ridgelines while others are upholstered in a lush forest cover
of deep, dark green.

This is a landscape of exceptional
geologic complexity and one of the
great reservoirs of biological diversity
in North America. The Siskiyous are a
crossroads in time and space where
plant species from such diverse
ecological regions as the high deserts
of the Great Basin and the fog
shrouded Pacific Coast, have
converged in unique combinations. It
has served as a refuge for plants and
trees that existed during the age of the
dinosaurs, now lost from other areas

of the West during periods of climate women. .. there were more orchids than

/0/'//1/ﬁ\7\mp/1/7-//'r.¢/ ()pﬂ////'/

much blossoming azalea that the forest
often smelled like a roomful of fancy

contain some of the most valuable salmon and steelhead
habitat in the contiguous United States and are a critical
refuge for native wild fish populations at risk of extinction.

UNIQUE GEOLOGY, RICH FLORA: The Josephine iolite is

a prominent geologic feature of the proposed monument.

Formed as ancient seafloor was scraped off on the
continental shelf (like frosting on
a knife dragged across a chocolate
cake), it is the largest such formation
in North America. Its serpentine
rock supports scores of rare plant
species, native bunch grasses, Jeffrey
pine savannas and unique wetlands,
known as darlingtonia fens.

THE LAST WILDLANDS: At the heart
of this nationally outstanding
landscape is the Kalmiopsis

“Tributary ravines contained so Wildlands, rich in rivers, remote

and unspoiled. At over 500,000
acres, this is the largest complex of
wilderness and unprotected roadless
areas left on the Pacific Coast.

change, submergence, and massive I’d seen anywhere. California lady’s

flows of lava and ice. slippers hung over one rivulet like tiny GLOBALLY SIGNIFICANT
BIODIVERSITY: Numerous studies

This is the proposed Siskiyou

Wild Rivers National Monument,
encompassing a little over one million
acres of public lands in the Siskiyou
National Forest (863,400 acres) and adjacent lands in the
Medford District of the Bureau of Land Management (184,800
acres). The purpose of the monument is to protect, preserve
and restore the globally important objects of scientific and
historic interest found in Oregon’s Siskiyou Mountains.

A SALMON REFUGE: There are five National Wild and Scenic
Rivers and nine Wild and Scenic candidate rivers in the
proposed monument. These rivers and their tributaries

Japanese lanterns dipped in honey...”

and as ments have documented
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THE KLAMATH KNOT the important scientific values of

the Siskiyou. The World Wildlife

Fund recently found that the
Klamath-Siskiyou ecoregion has more conifer species than
any other temperate-zone forest and named it one of the
most important ecosystems on the planet.

CuULTURAL VALUES: Archeological sites within the proposed
monument attest to continuous human habitation of the
region over the past eight or nine millennia. More recent
inhabitants have left us old mining cabins and vanished towns,
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like Sebastopol, the first settlement in Josephine County:.




wILD RIVERS, WILD

FISH, wiLD LANDS. . .

Above: A black bear and her cub forage
for salmon and other food along the banks
of the Wild and Scenic Rogue River (2).

Left: The Wild and Scenic Illinois River (1).

Left to right: The Wild and Scenic Chetco
River (3); Baldface Creek, a tributary of the
Wild and Scenic N. Fork Smith River (4);
the Wild and Scenic Elk River (5); and
Silver Creek (6).

Steve Miller

}1@ proposec{ monument {or the Sisldyou Mountains }ms naturauy reproclucing native

salmon ancl stee“]eac{ popu[ations/ large roac“ess waters}le({s/ }1{3}1 water quality ancl no clams.

This is one o{ the [ew remaining p[aces wkere a salmon re[uge can lJe success{uuy zstauis}le(‘l.

Ken Morrish

Left: Steelhead from the Pistol River (7). Right: The 105,000 acre South Kalmiopsis roadless area (8). One of the strengths of the
Siskiyou Wild Rivers proposal is its large size. According to aquatic ecologist, Dr. Christopher Frissell: “Few completely
roadless, large watersheds exist in the Pacific Northwest, but those that remain relatively undisturbed play critical roles in sustaining

sensitive native species and important ecosystem processes.”
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TALES OF FRESH-WATER FISHING
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Note: The numbers on the map correspond to photograph captions.

ZANE GREY, IN TALES OF FRESH-WATER FISHING (1928), WROTE GLOWINGLY OF HIS TRIPS DOWN THE WILD ROGUE RIVER CANYON, IN THE
CLUMSY WOODEN BOATS OF THE AGE, PROVIDING US WITH A RARE GLIMPSE OF PARTS OF THE PROPOSED MONUMENT AREA IN THE EARLY 1920s.

GREY LAMENTED THAT ONLY A “FEW SENTIMENTAL FISHERMEN” CARED ABOUT THE RIVERS AND URGED THEM TO “BAND TOGETHER TO PROTECT SO
MUCH OF VANISHING AMERICA FOR THEIR CHILDREN.” HE URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO SEE TO IT THAT “MEN DEALING WITH THESE RESOURCES
SHOULD NOT GUT THEM AND NOT SPOIL THE BEAUTY AND HEALTH-GIVING PROPERTIES OF THE FOREST AND RIVERS.” ZANE GREY'S EARLY DESCRIPTIONS

OF THE WILD ROGUE AND ITS STEELHEAD AND HIS PLEA FOR THEIR CONSERVATION, ARE AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE AREA’S CULTURAL HERITAGE.

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS © BARBARA ULLTAN “EXCEPT 'WHERE NOTED.
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TALES OF FRESH-WATER FISHING

The redrock country of serpentine and
peridotite can get more than 100 inches
of rainfall a year, yet vegetation is sparse

serpentine soils. These plants are known as
“serpentine endemics.”

Clockwise, from upper left: Siskiyou fritillaria,

Bolander’s lily, a rare rock cress.

rocl< ancl 3ranite {rom tl”l@ continental crust,

because only specialized plants grow well on

Top: The Canyon Creek watershed (11)
illustrates the diversity of the area’s geology.
Right: A Jeffrey pine savannah with native
bunchgrasses on serpentine lands. Far
right: Ancient Port Orford cedars along the
banks of Rough & Ready Creek (12).

Left to right: Ancient forest in the Shasta Costa watershed (9), craggy peaks in the
Sucker Creek watershed (10) are composed mostly of granitic rock and grow lush,
old growth forests of firs, pines, and cedars; candystick, a sensitive plant which
grows deep under the forest canopy; kalmiopsis leachiana is the oldest living
relative of the azalea and rhododendron—a pre-ice age relict that was discovered
in the 1930s by pioneering botanist, Lila Leach.

F

}ns is a ricMy Aiverse [anAscapc ol‘ many rocl( 1-orms. S}wets o[- serpentine

an(‘l peridotite Irrom tlie ocean “oor were squceZeA up throug}w scc[imentary

Correspon({inqu cliverse vegetation patterns result — olten in aLﬁrupt anc{ start[inq chanqes as

{lA some otherworlc“y giant ha({ cut an(l paste(l

geo[ogic types wit}\ aban(ion.

A darlingtonia bog or fen is an entire community of life. Darlingtonia fens are found throughout
the proposed Siskiyou Wild Rivers National Monument, along many streams and where water
seeps out of the serpentine hillsides.

Left to right: A darlingtonia fen; bog asphodel; a rare variety of indian paintbrush; coneflower; the

darlingtonia flower; the hollow darlingtonia leaf, which attracts insects that are consumed by the plant.







