



































Land Valuation

So-called options have been obtained on the following tracts:

Owner Approximate Area Valuation
James S. Lyons 260 acres $50,000
Carl Senger 40 " 40,000
Mortimer E. Nichol) 180 2« 20,000
Florence B. Nichol)
Otto F. Herz 53 R 30,000
H.J., Neumarker 40 " 20,000
TOTAL 513 acres $160,000

The following tracts are considered for inclusion in the area, and
the probable amount for which they could be purchased is indicated:

 Steanboat Springs 400 acres $150,000

Wilcox 620 " 100,000

Reno Hot Springs 80 » 200,000
Radium Steam Springs,

Christiansen 56 i 150,000

TOTAL 1,138 acres $600,000

Total for project 1,649 acres $760,000

The acquisition of cold water and irrigation rights would be desir-
able for developmen®t purposes.

I understand that one or two of the above tracts are not yet patent-
ed.

The Rainbow CGarden dance hall is on the Herz property.

The price of the Reno Hot Springs property is not definitely know.
It is owned by Mr. John Canson, of Manila. It is said that $50,000 has

“been invested in improvements at the Renc Hot Springs, and that figure

does not seem excessive. He has priced the property at various times
from $150,000 up, and recently priced it at $400,000, but would probably
take less,since Mr, Canson lives in WMaila, where he operates the Santa
Anna cabaret, "the world's largest dance hall.”

The Reno Hot Springs has ten guest cabins, each with a steam bath
and a warm pool bath, which may be rented for $1.50 for two hours, or
for $6.00 per day, or $125 to 3150 per month, each. The other improve-
ments include the large pool, dressing houses and & gaming casino, which
is operated during the season. The atiendance reaches more than 200
visitors on a good day in swummer.



Tstimated Revenue., The revenue that results to the people of the
state as a result of the liberal divorce laws is variously estimated at
two or three million dollars per year. The laws permitiing gambling are
also believed to bring considerable ocutside money into the state. It is
computed that if the Reno Spa can be established and secure & volume of
travel approaching that of Hot Springs Arkansas, say about 150,000 per-
gons per year, and if the visitors spend an average of $30 each for
baths and general expenses, a total of four or five million dollars per
year would result. It is hoped %o build up a resort comparable with
Saratoga,New York, Hot Springs,Arkansas, or some of the foreign spas.

It is reported that 100,000 people go to Hurope every year in order
to take bath treatments at health resorts, and that 450,000 people a
year visit similar resorts in this country. It is believed that a part
of this travel and the resulting revenue could be atiracted to Reno.

General. The Velerans Bureau is considering the construction of a
veterans' hospital at Reno, but the location that is favored is in the
city, rather than at the hot springs.
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UNITED STATES SENATE

Committee on Foreign Relations

Boise, Idaho, July 11, 1931

Mrs., L. Inman Samels,
#60 Boyd Place,

Reno, Nevada,

Dear Mrs. Samuels:

I am in receipt of your letter of recent date.

My idea is that your procedure would be to present this
matier in the nature of a petition, giving a definite descrip-
tion of the proposition to the Secretary of the Interior through
your Senators, Pitiman or Oddie, or both. You would have no
brouble in getting & hearing if the matter were thus présented.

I am very much interested in the mineral springs as you
describe them. TUndoubtedly, they ought to be taken up and
developed. |

With veéry best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Wm. E. BORAH
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(Form of petition that is being signed)

PETITION

TO THE HONORAEBLE SHCRETARY OF THI INTERIOR
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

We, the undersigned citizens of the State of Nevada, do hereby
respectively petition your Honorable Sir that your Department con-
sider the advisibility of purchasing those mineralized Hot Springs
at Reno, Nevada, particularly known as the Reno Hot Springs; that
the same be placed under reservation requirements and developed into
a Government Spa where its mineralized waters might be made use of

by the citizens of our country because of the unequaled curative
powers and consequential benefits.

Respectfully submitted,
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UNITED STATES SENATE
Committee on Appropriations

Reno, Nevada,
Cctober 2, 1931

Hon. Horace . Albright
Director of National Parks,
Yashington, D. C.

My dear Mr., Albright:

Mrs. L. Inman Semuels, Room 4, 140 N. Virginia St., Reno, Nevada,
has circulated a petition very extensively among our leading officials
and citizens, requesting the Secretary of the Interior to consider the
advisability of purchasing certain mineralized hot springs near Reno,
Nevada, and that the same be placed under reservation requirements and
developed into a Government Spa where its mineralized waters might be
used by the citizens of our country because of their unequalled cura-
tive powers and consequential physical benefits.

I know that the statements made to the Secretary are true and
that these springs are remarkably valuable for such & purpose. I know
nothing of the cost to the Covernment of the lands under contemplation,
but would suggest that you send & representative here to investigate
the matter. I advise his getting in touch with Mrs. Samiels before he
arrives, in order that she may explain the work she is doing in this
connection to him.

With my best wishes, I remain
Very sincerely yours

/s/ Tasker L. Oddie
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Chapter 458, An Act to suthorize the Secretary of the Interior
to lease certain lands.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of
the Interior, upon such terms and under such regulations as ‘he may deem
proper, may permit responsible persons or associations to use and occupy,
for the erection of bath houses, hotels, or other improvements for the
accommodation of the public, suitable spaces or tracts of land near or
"adjacent to mineral, medicinal, or usther springs which are located upon
unreserved public lands or public lands which have been withdrawn for
-the protection of such springs: Provided, that permits or leases here-
under shall be for periods not exceeding tweniy years,

Approved, March 3, 1925.
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Circular No. 1231

REGULATIONS PURTAINING TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF LANDS
CONTAINING HOT SPRINGS COR SPRINGS THE WATERS
OF WHICH POSSESS CURATIVE PROPERTIES.

- o o -

UNITED STATES
DEPARTKENT OF THE INTZRIOR
General Land Office
Washington
August 16, 1930.

Registers.
U. S. Land Offices.

Chiefs of Field Divisions.

Gentlemen:

By .Executive order of July 7, 1930, No. 5389, the following order of
withdrawal was issued:

"Under authority of the act of Congress approved June 25,
1910 (36 Stat. 847), as amended by the act of August 24, 1912,
(37 Stat. 497), it is hereby ordered that every smallest legal
subdivision of the public land surveys which is vacant unappro-
priated unreserved public land and contains a hot spring, or
a s:ring the watcrs of which possess curative properties; and



all land within one-guarter of a mile of every such spring
located on unsurveyed public land, exclusive of Alasla, be,
and the same is hereby, withdrawn from settlement, location,
sale, or entry, and reserved for lease under the provisions of

the act of March 3, 1925 (43 Stat. 1133), subject to wvalid
existing rights.

This order shall remain in full force and effect unless

and until revoked by the President or by act of Congress."

The above order was designed to preserve for general public use
and benefit the unreserved public lands, exclusive of Alaska, containing
hot springs or springs the waters of which possess curative properties,
in order that they might be leased under the provisions of the act of
March 3, 1925 (43 Stat. 1133), and the regulations issued thereunder,
Circular No. 1934, approved October 6, 1925 (51 L. D. 221).%
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
Public Service Department

Reno, Nevada

RENO HOT SPRINGS WATIR

Parts Per Million

Total Solids 2787
Silica 383
Iron & Alwninum ' Trace
Calecium ) 26
Magnesium 7
Sodium & Potassium 864
Carbonic Acid Radical Trace
Bicarbonic Acid Radical 383
Sulphuric Acid Radical 121
Chlorine 1084

Hypothetical Form of Combination:

Sodium Chloride 1082.0
Calcium Sulphate 88.0
Sodium Sulphate 105.0
Sodium Bicarbonate 364.0
Magnesium Bicarbonate 42.1
Mercury Sulphide Trace
Alkalinity 314,06
Hardness - ) 93.7

Grains Per Gallon
161.75

18.73
Trace
35
.04
50,11
Trace
22.8%
.70
62.88

104.59
51
61

21L.11
.24
‘I'rac €
18.21
.54

In addition to the above, theé U. S. Geological Survey is authority
for stating that the waters of this district carry small amounts of
antimonious anhydride (51 parts per million), amd traces of rubidium
and caesium oxides. The water shows radio active emanations, ex-

pecially gases frqm the springs.

S. C. Dinsmore
State I'ood and Drug Commissioner



UNIVIRSITY OF NEVADA

Public Service Department

Renao, Nevada

STHAMBOAT SPRINGS =

Parts Per Million Grains per U.S. Gallén

Total Solids 2557 148.30
Silica 332 19.26
Iron & Aluminum Trace Trace
Calcium 30 o g
Magnesium 9 05
Sodium 637 36.94
Potassium 153 8.87
Carbonic Acid Radical 00 : 0

Bicarbonic Acid Radical 293 16.93
Sulphuriec Acid Radical 237 13,74
Chlorine 950 55.10
Nitrie Aeid Radical 00 0

‘ Hypothetical Form of Combination:

Sodium Chloride
Calcium Sulphate
Magnesium Sulphate
Sodium Sulphate
Sodium Bicarbonate
Antimonius Anhydride
Phosphoric Acid
Mercuric Sulphide
Caesium & Rubibium Oxide
Arsenious Oxide
Alkalinity

Hardness

1574 91.29
102 5.91
45 =+ 56
190 1.10
382 22,15
« D1 .03
.83 .04
Trace Trace
Trace Trace
Trace Trace
240,26
119.9



p—

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
Public Service Department

Reno, Nevada

Well 2000 feet N. W. of Dance Hall - Otto Herz

Parts Per Milliom

Total Solids 244
= Silies 54
Iron & Aluminum Trace
Calcium 24
‘Magnesium Trace
Sodium & Potassium 42
Carbonic Acid Radical 0
Bicarbonic Acid Radical 158
Sulphuric Acid Radical 10
Chlorine 18
Alkalinity 129.5

Hardness 60

Hypothetical Form of Combination:

Sodium Chloride 30
Calcium Sulphate 14
Sodium Bicarbonate ’ 109.2

Calcium Bicarbonate 120.4

Large amounts of suspended and colloidal
silica, sample filtered through Berkfeld
filter. Determinations made on watér--
white filtrate.



UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
Public Service Department

Reno, Nevada

Chicken Soup Springs -- Steamboat Springs, also Radium Springs

Total Solids

‘Silica

Iron & Aluminum
Calcium

Magnesium

Sodium & Potassium
Carbonic Acid Radical
Bicarbonic Acid Radical
Sulphuric Acid Radical
Chlorine

Alkalinity

Hardness

Eypothetical Form of Combination:
Sodium Chloride

Caleium Sulphate

Magnesium Sulphate

Sodium Bicarbonate

Hydrogen Sulphide Gas Present

Parts Per Million

22840

236
Trace
33
10
722
0
432
120
860
354.2
123.5

1425.0
112.0
51.0
571.4
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
Public Service Department

Reno, Nevada

Well South of Reno Hot Springs, -- Carl Senges

Parts Per Million

Total Solids 2350
Silica 252
Iron & Aluminum Trace
Calcium 28
Magnesium ' 8
Sodium & Potassium 832
Carbonic Acid Radical 0
Bicarbonic Acid Radical 373
Sulphuric Acid Radical 125
Chlorine 1044
Alkalinity 305.8
Hardness 102.8

Hypothetical Form of Combination:

Sodium Chloride 1720.0
Calcium Sulphate 95.0
Sodium Sulphate ' 85.0
Sodium Bicarbonate 433.1
Magnesium Bicarbonate 48.1

Insoluble matter present in water composed
mainly of silica and sulphides of mercury,
lead, antimony, ete.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
Public Service Department

Reno, Nevada

Geyser, Steamboat Springs Basin

Parts Per Million

Otto Herz

Total Solids 2787
Silica 325
Iron &.Aluminum Trace
Calcium 26
Magnesium 7
Sodium & Potassium 864
Carbonic Acid Radical Trace
Bicarbonic Acid Radical 383
Sulphuric Acid Radical 121
Chlorine 1084
Alkalinity 314..06
Hardness 93.7

Hypothetical Form of Combination:

Sodium Chloride 1082.0
Calcium Sulphate 88.0
Sodium Sulphate 105.0
Sodium Bicarhonate 364..0

Megnesium Bicarbonate 42.1
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100532

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
BRANCH OF PLANWING
EXTENSION DIVISION

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS

(Form of report from Regional Officers)
To be typed throughout,

Letter of transmittal: To be attached (summary snd recommendation)
Name of Project: Spa National Park

Location - (state, county, distance and direction from known city)
Nevada, Washoi County, 10 miles south of Reno, Nevada.

Area - Total approx. 580 Acres +9 Square Miles.

Boundaries - (description, reference to maps to be attached)

Proposed: The land proposed as Spa National Park includes a strip
of land approximetely % mile wide on each side of the Reno--
Carson City Highway extending from the settlement of Steamboat
north along the highway approximetely 1200 feet and south 300 feet.
Recominended:

Accessibility:

Railway: Virginia City-Truckee R.R. conneects with Southern Pacific R.R.

Highway: 10 miles to Reno over concrete paved at Reno.

Airline: Reno. Lincoln Highway.
Waterway : No. '

Buses: Two lines of stage over Lincoln Highway to Reno.
Major characteristics - (Indicate those which are outstanding and
attach additional information if necessary)

1. Scenic features - (topography, elevation, plant cover,
water, etc):
None,

2. Historical or prehistoric featur:s:

Visited by Mark Twein in his fregquent travels throughout California
and Nevada,

3« Geological features:

Fisstire from which steam and hot water emanates. Intermittant gey-
sers thet spout forth hot water and steam at infreqguent intervals,

1



National:
Trivial,

Locel:
Slighte.

100632

4, Recreational possibilities (if compatible with project)

Estimated population within a radius of 50 miles: 25,000

100 " 30,000
200 " 35,000
5. Biological features:
Vegetative: 1y.i0nificant.
Wildlife: Limited.
Need for conservation: Not important.
Relative importance in comperison with areas of similar
nature elsewhere: Paltry.
Possible development -
Recreational facilities  (if com bl with project):
Swimming in warm me icatéh nég wa%er from h t %rings.

Utilities —
Roe BB it

Parking space, capacity:
100

0 cars

Campground sitss,

capacity:

1000 people.

Light znd power facilities:

Unlimited.
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Sewernge disposal facilitioes:
Septic tanks,

Capacity for handling of visitors:
None,

Practicability of administration and nrotection:

Other land uses -
Mining resources:

Quick silver.
Quartz sand for glass,.

Azricultural resources:
Insignificant,

Grazing:
Limited.

Cultivated crops:
Vegetables and elfalfa.

Timber:
None,

Hunting & Fishing uses!
' None.

Power Resourcaos:
None,

Irrigation Resources:
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100532
Ownership:
Reilways:
State: "
Municipalities: : —
Private: 480

Total alienated lands 480 _:T

Mining claims:
Grazing permits and withdrawals:
Power permits:
Total permit acreage

National forest lands: :

Public domain: 100
Reclamation vrojects:
Indian lands:

Total public lands 100
Total acrcage 280

Land values: Because of a speculative value that is attached to the land
the local velue is unquestionably high at 10-15 dollars per
acre, It is felt that 3.00 to 5.00 dollars per acre woudld be
reasonable,

History of project: On Wov. 3, 1931, Ir. Toll inspected this area and sub-
mitted a report dated 12/11/31 in which he stated that he did not
think it desirable to add another park of the same type as Hot Springs
Nationel Park to the system. DBeing privately owned, the Government
has no funds to purchese the springs.

Disanproved by the Director on Feb, 1, 1933.

Local attitude: pjginterested.

Persons interested:
Dr. Edna Jackson
J. Cicchese

Itinerary (Sheet to be atbached)

Bibliography:

List of photographs, maps and printed information submitted:
(Sheet to be attached)

Note: All maps which are specially prepared by the
Regional Offices should conform to one of the

following standard sizes:

Letter size - 18" x 24" - 24" x 36!

s
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! View of privete commercislized development in
| eonjunction with one of the hot sprirngs located
on the proposed site of Spa National Park.

Another view of the seme development showing smell
cabin, individually equipped with swimming pools
filled with werm minerel water from the hot spring.
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Large fissures in the earth from which steam
and hot water occasionelly gush forth.

One of the many now extinct geyser cones.

L
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Looking west from the hot springs, the snow covered
Sierra Nevadea Nounteins lcom up in the distance.

Looking east over the fissured ground from which steam
occasionelly escapes. After the San Framcisco
earthquake the hot springs and geysers beceme

practically extinct.
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SUMVARY AND RECOMVENDATIONS

|
T T b«ﬂ*“"""‘ﬁ!

The geyser-hot spring area south of Reno, Nevada, that has
been proposed as a site for a park to be knowh as the Spa Natiocn- :
al Park does not possess any outstanding or unique feature suffi- [
ciently important to justify the selection of this area as a
netional perk or recreational area, It is recammended, for the
following reasons, that further consideration of this area &s a
national park or recreational area be dismissed.

I

The ares does not possess any unusual or unigque features
that warrant its consideration as a National Park.

IX

The proposed site of Spa National Park does not possess any

outstending historical, archeological, scientific or scenic qual-
ities,

ITE

Sinece the Sen Francisco earthquake of 1906 the degree of ac~
tivity of the geysers and hot springs in this area has diminished
to the point of extinction. TFurthermore, private interests endeav-
oring to commercialize on the supposedly medicinal velue of the hot
minerel water from the springs and geysers have drilled numsrous
wells, releessing the internel pressure to such an extent that even
the mile long fissure which gushed forth great quantities of hot
water and steam is no longer active except for an occasional wisp
of steam. Thus, nature and commerciazl vandalism have destroyed
the only feature thet this &ares ever possessed.

v

From existing evidence it is extremely doubtful whether this
area even when the geysers and hot springs were active, was of
more than local significance,

Respectfully submitted

e P

Williem P, Mott, Jr.
Inspector, Region VIII
State Park ECW, California and Nevada

WRM inm
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July 26, 1934

i e P ‘
Mrs. Frenwrom > Snwﬁgpﬁk_m/
Lake Tahoe (,%f

Nevada /

¥

Dear lirs. Roosevelt:

My purpose in writing to you is to suggest that while you
are in Nevada you make a personal investigation of Reno Hot Springs and
learn for yourself whet a wonderful plece it is for all who are afflicted

with infentile paralysis, pernicious eanemia end other physical ailments
for which water treztments are efficaceous.

These springs are the only naturel waters in the world, with
the exception of one in africa, with mercury in solution. They are lo-
cated nine miles north of Reno on the Carson Highwey. They are now being
operated by foreign-born relatives of the principal owner-of the property
who probably would not recognize you if you ceme to meke an invesiigation.

May I suggest that you drive through these springs and teke
the dirt road to the right, then turn to the left for a quarter of a mile
to the Radium Springs which heve the most interesting formetions, includ-

' ing the femous "chicken soup" waters, and the clay beds for packing.

There are some seventy five surfece springs in all end e
veriteble "oceen of hot water" underneath, with unlimited healing possi-
bilities. In my opinion, scme thousand to fifteen hundred acres surround-

ing these unexcelled mineral springs ought to be set aside as & National
Perk under Federel supervision.

Two years ago, I circulated a petition esking thet this be
|done., this petition was signed by hundreds of business and professional
people in Reno and surrounding towns.

l
I hope eventuelly to essist in esteblishing this National I
Park as the "Roosevelt Western Foundetion" to do for the Far West whet

is being done for the East by the Warm Springs project. !

Reno is reelly et the door of California to which the invelids
of Americe come in countless thousands, =nd Los Angeles alone has had
over two thousand ceses of infentile perelysis since the first of lust Nay

4+ whom _eunh o rmwnadaatr AamalAd hoawa hass o ad daamdfena e e Ol L
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™ UNITED STATES

. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR >

‘NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : =
WASHINGTON

[ _ Octeber 17, 1935, ;5 {'

B
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Dear Mrs. Samuels:

Your létter of Séptember 15 to Mre. Bossevelt, regarding the
Mﬂcmhﬁmidhﬂnmnhmm ings
been referred to ths :aum ParlSarvitesc otional { St

= < & Analysie .Jf '::};r' w
. lstimlpm‘hn& mﬁtmumnmummum ‘
which ere universally recognised ss scutstending exsmples of msjor types 4/8

of American lsndscape, or as liMﬂwwﬂMch value
to the Ameriean pesple.

{ inds '-ht"‘ x5 v
Fational parh are nmnma w th action ot congn'u' ‘while
: may be set sside by Presidentisl Proclamation. In smy
‘_ﬂ"ﬁr“n&uﬁtﬁ&tﬂu by this Service shomnld ke free from
oy ip &5 the Govermment has me funds-for: the purchase.of
lands for ‘national’ pnrk purposes.

=

m .lpao m j.pp were Under’ consideretion for establishment es &
thmwmmw-mn of
thl.t Wﬂu. was apparent that ﬂuu springs had considerable value;
but, mm.  already 0t : park under this Service, it was
s Sk “‘ o .:‘aj%&i v :
e Ji“,'-m&m__ m'& A _‘.._nl L' 1 . -
Y4 owsed, which conflicts with g : ~
this Service M& be free from yrintt Mp.
N 55 wate
Wi It den m« that the W y be developed for medicinsl
Peir ggls thmnl some other chamnels. A copy ﬁ‘m ‘letter Ls-being-referred
%o tha ﬂlitad Btatu Publie ﬂealth Service with a copy of this reply.

&

(SGD.) A. E. DEMARAY

Yt 1s o L A & 5
spnre Tor the goef
cec Mr. Cammerer A, B,

U.S. Public Health “M nh.gtur.

(as enclosyre) S L 1w man, (o
Mr. Walton / * "‘-‘r.-..‘._‘
Mr. Allen B8 Angelsa, Calif,
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