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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE --MOJ.ifUMENT 

NATIONAL "MONU1LN'r 

, . 

LAST DATE ON TOP 

-~ IMPORTANT 

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the F ile Room. 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the integ
rity of the official records. 

HORACE M. ALBRIGHT, 
o ... OOVlblfL'lr(f 1'aJNTUlll crr1C•: sr.:• G-7410 Director. 
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~ This letter must be acknowledged or answered WITHIN 

FOUR DAYS from date stamped on this slip.NOV 21 JDI~ 
If you desire case returned to your Division, so state in 

space provided below. 

Return papers to Division _________ . __________ for 

further action. 
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1436640 "K" JPH 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 

The attached communication has been 

received by_the General Land Office and 
1· 

is referred for answer to the National 
.. 

Park Service, without acknowledgment. 

11-23-NBL 

. .--, 
_,,,. ·--- .. 

/l 
·~' ./ ....-.... :....-- ,,,. · .. 

Assistant to the CoJ1D1issioner. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Dear·iar. Alovarezt 

· By reference from the General Land O 1 this 
will acknowl,dge receipt ot your le~ter of veniber 
16 • 1951, w1 th reference to certain c~l!'~. ioh yi 
state·7ou have disoovered in Chavez County New 
ioa. c =• 

It would appear trom your letter that .these 
caves are within privatel7•owned lends and that you 
would like to raise money to develop the s.,.a. 

I am sorry that we do not know Ot any souroe 
, from which you might secure f'unds tor developing these 

oaves. '!rhia Department does not render any serv.ice 
ot thlit kind. ' 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

If you. will advise us the location ot the·oaves 
bJ section, townshllp and range, we may be able to send 
one ot our investigators to examine them with a view ot 
detemd.ning whether the7measure up.to the standards 
for ~tional monument. 

HLB/omr 

Sincerely yours, 

:tL .ALBRlGl:lT 
\SGD.) liORACE 

HORACE M. ALBRIGHT, 
Directoro 

\' 
I· 
1. 
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lN ANSWERING REFER TO 

' i. 

.... 
\ 

····'. ..... , .... UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

,....,, - .. 
Mr. Ba~ino Al'1'Brez, 

·care Mr. sant1ago Salazar, 
BoX 135, . 

An.ton, 'l'exao. 

Dear Mr. Alvarezi 
.. 

JAN 29 !J32 
··4., 

· ·1 have your letter of J"enuary 1'1, 1952, in<ilosins. a 

~toh ct certain caves near Roswell, New:Mextoo. 
• • 1• 

These caves have been entered on our l1at ot pro• 

posed projects. but, ae stated· to you by our letter ot 

J'anua1'1 8,it would appear that they are in private owner

.ship which removes them tr= an7 immediate consideration 

bf the P:ederal aovermnent. 

JJLB/omr 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) ARNO B. CAMMERER 

ARNO B. o.AMMERER, 
Acting Director. 
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Location 
and 
Area 

Hit story 
and 

Remarks 

·-· 

Accessibility 

Persons 
Interested 

Status 

.. 

' .... -..... 

. . ;(. ... 

. 11 
ROSWELL CAVES NATION.AL MONUMENT, NEW MEXICO. V --...... - / 

- - (i~6 ; / 
Appear to be in towns~ip 11 South; Ranges 21, 22 , 
In Chavez County, New Mexico , and near Roswell . /' 

23 and 24 E. Area ... unknown. 

Suggested by :Mr. Savino Alvarez . No special 
formations or f eatures of interest are alleged t o 
exist. The onl y request appears to be just to 
have the caves "\Vorked out. n _They are in private 
ownership. 

1• 

By motor from Roswell, New Mexico. 

Mr. Savino .Alvar ez , c/o M. Santiago Salazar , Box 135, 
Anton, Texas . 

No investigati on is contemplated at this time . 

/) 
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. UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER! OR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
BRANCH OF PLANNING 
EXTENSION DIVISION 

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS 

(Form of report from }.1eg:ional Officers) 
To be typed throughout. 

100532 . 

Letter of transmittal: To be attached {sumnary and recommendation) 
Name .of !Project: Roswell ·caves Nat. Mono 
Location - (state, county, distance and direction from known city) 

~ . 
;New Mexico, Chaves ~county, near Roswell 
\ 

I 

.... 

Area - Total Indefinite 
J 

Acres 
-------------------

Square Miles. ------
Boundaries - {description, reference to maps to be attached) 

Proposed: 

Recommended: This area is not recoIIDD.ended because of its 
laek of scenic importance and its dangerous eaves, two persons 
have· alr.eady been killed in cave ins. 

Accessibility: 
Railway: 
Highway: 
Airline: 
Waterway: 

No. 
12 miles via dirt road from Highway. 
No. 
No. 

Major characteristics - (Indicate those which a.re outs.tanding and 
attach addttion&l information .if necessary) 

1. Scenic features - (topography, elevation, plant cover, 
. . wa. t er , etc ) : · 

,Slight~y · rolling country with .11 ttle scenic value. Plant growth con
fined to desert grasses ~ small scrubby vegetation. 

2. Hi.stori cal or prehistoric features: None. 

3. Geological features: Dangerous caves caused by underground 
streans cutting away the gypsum formation. 



·-I 

.. 

-· 
·--- -· ·-··--J---.· --~- .. -~.----- ---

100532 

4. Recreational possi bi li ties (if com:P.a.ti ble with pro jalct) 

National: None. -- -

-- Loaal: Not recommended because of the dange»eus character 
of the are·a. 

Estimated population within a radius of 50 miles: ___ _ 
100 ff 

200 " 

5. Biological features:. 
Vegetative: Desert grasses and sparse shrubby. 

growth. 
r 
11 

Wildlife: 

Need for conservation: None. 

Some small fish in holes contaihing water·. 
These are said to have been planted. 

Relative importance in comparison with areas of similar 
nature elsewhore: The caves compare only slightly with other 
areas of "'similar natll.re. Their dangerous character renders · 
them unsuitable for development 

possible development --
Recreationa:l facilities (if compatible with project): 

Utilitie~ -
Water supply: Extremely mineral in content. 

Parking space, capacity: Unlimited 

Campground- sites, capacity: Unlimited 

Light and power fa.cili ties: None 



.. 

_r: 
\ , __ _ 

S0werago disposal fccilities: None. 

Capacity for handling of visitors: Unlimited 

Practicability of c.dmi11istrc.tio11 a.nd protection: 

! 
other lend uses 

I Mining rosourcos: None reported. 

l 
I .. t 

1• 

Agriculture.l resources: 

Grazing: Slight. 

Cul t.i vc.ted crops: None. 

Timber:. None. 

Hunting & Fishing uses: 

· Power Resources: ... 

I~ige.tion Resources: 

No. 

None. 

None • 

None • 

--::..---

100532 

-

Impractical 
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./? UNITED STATES ,.. ,. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

4 State Capitol Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

July 24, 1935 

State Park ECW 
National Park Service 
Bond, Building 
Wash\ington, D. c. 

·\. 

Subject: 

Sirs: 

Report of Investigation of the Proposed 
Roswell Caves National Monument Area 

We are enclosing herewith two copies of our report of 
the investigation of the Roswell Caves Area, New Mexico, which 
has been proposed as a National Monument. 

From the information presented in this report, it seems 
apparent that this area cannot qualify or be recommended as a 
National Monument. 

While there are IIE.ny caves in this area which in them-
.selves prese~t some interest, they are continually caving in. For 

(( 
this reason, we cannot recommend that the area be opened to the 
public. Two persons have already been killed in investigating 
these caves. 

LVR:MKL 

Enc. 

Yours very truly, 

Officer, ECW 

.. / 

·-1 ........ 
I 
I 

\ 

./ ·~ \. 
\ 
\ 
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PROP-OSED ROSWELL CAVES NATIONAL MONCJMENT 

These caves are located in Chaves County, New 
Mexico, near Roswell. They were first proposed 
to the· Service by Mr. Savino Alvarez. of Anton, 
Texas, who explored the caves. in 1.91.9. In later 
explorat.ions to. the area he found the entrances 
eaved in. He desired that this se:pvice dig out the 
caves. Re~l.ies to him stated that private owner
ship of the land~ eliminated imm.e.diate consideration 
by the Government. 

A report submitted on J"uly 24, 1935 by the
Seventh Regional Officer states that the caves_ are 
weak and constantly caVing in, having killed two 
people. They are entirely lacking in .s.cenic 
importance. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

APPROVED: 

· It is reoommende9.1.that th.is area be disap
proved as a national monument and dropped from our 
list. 

- ----·---~-......., 



._..11 Ue.ye llatlsal !!'ff•! agt1 L !f: 

!!pan.I• 
loaaUoa: Jn Ulla'8a Ccnmtf, aea_. leoaaoll. 
Area: 
Olaenblp: 1'1'1.•tel~ oaet. 

!!!!ettl 9Mftl!!ol'le'loa: 

(a) Bep!o: 

(b) Dl!tol'1ee1 l 

(0) Cfeol~I 

(4) Beonattonals 

(e) Blol91loe1i 

6009888btlttr1 

AdlODi 

auaaeete4 bf fb. 8a'9IJJ& Alvuea. oa ltm •. a. 
ad laL •• 1998. be - atft.so4 "'" .. 
Aottn8 DlNOta.r tbat "'8aSmah 88 the ea.ft& 
.... &JPfta•lV pifttDlJ ...... ..,,. eoul4 not 
noel•_, tlllelJate OOJHtHeftlttoa tty the 
hleNl Go9etr.DHD'• 
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• 


