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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ROSWELL CAVERATIONAL PRAK  MONUMENT

10-23
(May, 1029)

pjj :f'

FILE No.
Y PART 1
ft ] —

WATIONAL “MORUBLENT

ROSWELL CAVES

LAST DATE O TOP

- IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the Tile Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the integ-
rity of the official records.

HORACE M. ALBRIGHT,
Director. -

0 A. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICN: 1929 6—7410
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%%?%“ RO ANTON TEX YK
RE DISCOYLRY OF CAVE 18 HEY BEXIC

1

. This letter must be acknowledged or answered WITHIN

FOUR DAYS from date stamped on this slip.NOV 2 1 ‘a%y

If you desire case returned to your Division, so state in

space provided below,

Return papers to Division : for

further action.

6—2654  ocovEmLON FROMTIXG CXNITD (1nimiaLs oF cLERK.)
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GENERAL LAND OFFICE

M WASHINGTON

-—

Wt

The attached communication has been

1

received by the General Land Office and
is referred for answer to the National

Park Service, without acknowledgment.

Assistant to the Commi ssioner.

T
; W RRCELY 5 l‘?///z’,%\
¥ &

NOV 24 1931

é%/%
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| .. : ‘ » : ’ . IN ANSWERING REFER TO
T ~ UNITED STATES M
4’ e DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
_  NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - W/r’ﬂ
WASHINGTGHR ;o i~

Noy 30 43

Anton, Texas.

Dear Mr., Alovaresz!

186, 1931, with reference to certain caves
state you have dissovered in Ghavez County
ic0. .

It would appear from your letter that heaa
caves are within privately-owmed lends and that you
would like to raise money to develop the sums.

I am sorry that we do not know &f any source
. from which you might secure funds for developing these
saves. This Despartment dces not render aeny service
of that kind,

If you will advise us the location of the -caves
by section, township and range, we may be able to send
one of our investigators to examine them with & view of
determining whether they measure up ‘to the standards

© for agmational monument,

Sincerely yours,

T
(SGD.) HORACE M. ALBRIGH

| HORACE M. ALBRIGHT,
o m/m B Direewro
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. data. emamma by the Federal Govergmatite |

",?toér‘m‘ re - Suvestigats otent
~faite data o lavate Shan when ouy favestigatercia 1s |
ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁr of the Btate of New Mexioo. e

?;;t"lﬁg@@gﬁ%ﬁdé{g{rp&]}g&gﬁaﬂﬁﬂ;{Q@g{g}sms_niﬁqq;_ﬂolqmgs‘o‘f,the National Archives - .

?: o g,
G - e - .
" UNITED STATES ' . W
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | A,Zi(
!
: “nds Wil qcm&aésa voselpt of ygmn.' o ot
a‘mxy Be 1982, relativy to eeﬂaﬁn cms 2, cnmn
¢ : émmy. Hew mwcm *

mm your lotter it would aw that these me#

. 4re.Josated in Tewnskip 13 South, Ranges 2k, B8, 28

ond 24 Zasd, which s within the immediate vicAnisy of
Ropwoll, ﬂwﬁeﬂm

x*h would also sppear thas. thoss aaves are in pesyake
s Whigh, OF Souvse, romoves them Lran myﬂw-

4o, sntev thom on our 18sk of rmnm mxém
: bt provided wo Nave auffi .

Tharefove, it ‘g8 sugges%aa Abat 4f m are MW !a-

| iaam%w 48 havizg this Service make an Snventiganion, ¥
POBA US4 WAP, OF SCEMY 1OV
gation of thess caven is

Fokatoh, showing the éxant
tion to the W‘& amby
mm»m. township and range.

stusevely yowrs,

(8GD.) G. A; Mcsm

B Ay mm
&ﬁ%m ntm%ﬁﬂ%

. HLB/omr
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PO 2 . IN ANSWERING REFER TO

y |
f UL . ™ UNITED STATES o - 3, £
| ‘ ~ g

S DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .; ‘
B NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : W
o _ WASHINGTON , W’V’\

~ - . , ;i aq 132 - 8
Mr. Salino aAlveresz, - AN 29 1322
‘Care Mr. Santiago Salazar, é N
Box 135, _ N
Anton, Toxan, ‘ " :

1

ﬁeér Mrs Alvarez:
‘I have your létter ‘of January .'L'?," 1932, inclosing &
| éketch of certain caves near Roswell, New méx:loqo |
‘ - These caves have been entered on our list of pro-

posed projects, but, as stated to yoiz by our letter of ’

January 8,1t would appear that they are in private owner-
ship which removes them frem any immedliate consideration
by the Federal Govermment.

”

Sincersly yours, ' v ,
(8gd) ARNO B. CAMMERER

AHNO B. CAVMERER,
Acting Director.

ﬁI,B/ omr

> .
A
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ROSWELL CAVES NATTONAL MONUMENT, NEW MEXTCO.

Location In Gh&véz County, New Mexico, and near Roswell, 2
and : Appeer to be in township 11 South; Ranges 21, 22, /
Area 23 and 24 E. Areas unknown. i

History Suggested by Mr. Savino Alvarez. No special
and formations or features of interest are alleged to

Remarks exist., The only request appears to be just 1o

have the caves ™worked out.® They are in private
ownership. @

Accessibility By motor from Roswell, New Mexico.

Persons Mr. Sevino Alvarez, c¢/o M. Santiago Salozar, Box 135,

Interested Anton, Texas.

Status No investigation is contemplated at this time.
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Mj M ~ PROPOSED NATIOMAL PARKS & MONUMENTS

- , UNITED STATES 100532 -
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR —_
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
BRANCH OF PLANNING
EXTENSION DIVISION

a

(Form of report from Regional Officers)
To be typed throughout,

Letter of transmittal: To be attached (summary and recammendation)
- Name of | PrOJect- Roswell caves Nat. Mon.
LOC&thI} - (state, county, distance and direction from known city)

_ 5Ne§v Mexico, Chaves ‘County, near Roswell : . .
Ares - 'i'otal _ Indefinite Acres Square Miles.

Boundaries - (description, reference to meps to be attached)

Proposed:

Recormended: This ,areé 1s not recommended because of its
lack of scenic importence and its dangerous eaves, tWo persons
have already been killed in cave ins.

“Accessibilitys
Railway: No.
Highway: 12 miles via dirt road from Highway.
Airline: No.
Waterway: No.

. Ma;jor characteristics - (Indlcate those which are outstanding and
attach additionel 1n:f‘omat10n if necessary)

l. Scenic features - (topography, elevation, plent cover,
water, etc):
- . Sllghtly rolling country with little scenic value. Plant growth con-
o fined to desert grasses and smell scrubby vegetation.

2. Historiocal or prehistoric features: None.,
3

3¢  Geological features: Dangerous caeves caused by underground
streans cutting away the gypsum formation.



100532
4, Recreationsl possibilities (if compatible with pro jeict)

e Nationals Node. -

~ Loeals Not recommended because of the dangereus character
of the area.

Estimated population within a radius of 50 miles:
100 ¢

200 M T
[ . - wl
5. Biological features:,
Vegetative~ Desert grasses and sparse shrubby .
growth.
9 .
‘Wildlife: Some small fish in holes contaihing water.

These are said to have been planted.

-
i

Need for conservation: Nomne.,

Relative importance in comparison with areas of similar
nature clsewhere: fThe caves compare only slightly with other
areas of ‘similar nature. Their dangerous character renders
them unsuitable for development

P0391ble development =
Recreational facilities (if compatlble with pro ject)s

Utilities -
Weter BuPPlY- Extremely mineral in content.

. Parking space, cepacity: Unlimited
Cempground. sites, capacity: Unlimited

Light and power facilities: None
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Cepacity for hendling of visitors:

Precticability of cdministration and protection: Impractical

Other lend uses -
! | Mining resources:

100532

P Sewerage disposal foeilities: None.

Unlimited

None reported.

z. Agricultu;él resources: No.
i Gfazing: Slight.
Cultivctéd crops: None.
Timber: ) None.
Hunting & Fishing uses: None . .
‘ u : Powgr»Resou#ceé: None.
Iyrigaﬂiqn ﬁesburces: None. '

Ty . . -



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
STATE PARK DIVISION

4 State Capitol Building
Oklahoma City, Oklshomsa
July 24, 1935

. I \\" m,\,.\n.u LT

| '\

State Park ECW 193 =
National Park Service , JUL 2

Bond Building
Wasm%ngton, D. C.

X
~ Pl At T
...-'"" > wtrene | avam et S -

Subjeet: Report of Investigation of the Proposed
Roswell Caves National Monument Area

Sirs:

-

We are enclosing herewith two copies of our report of

the investigation of the Roswell Caves Area, New Mexico, which
has been proposed as a National Monument.

From the information presented in this report, it seems

apparent that this area cannot qualify or be recommended as a
National Monument.

Pl

While there are many caves in this area which in them-

.selves present some interest, they are continually caving in.

this reason, we cannot recommend that the area be opened to the
public. Two persons have already been killed in investigating
these caves,

Yours very truly,

Y

9.2
HERBERT MATER
Regional Officer, ECW

LVR:MKL

Enc.

For
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PROPOSED ROSWELL CAVES NATIONAL MONUMENT

b 4

O

These caves are located in Chaves County, New

Mexico, near Roswell. They were first proposed j‘"‘“ by

to the Service by Mr. Savino Alvarez of Anton,

Texas, who explored the caves in 1919. In later
explorations to the area he found the entrances

cavad in. He desired that this Service dig out the
caves. Replies to him stated that private owner-

ship of the lands eliminated immediate consideration .
by the Government.

Pliaadald

A report submitted on July 24, 1935 by the
Seventh Regional Officer states that the caves are
weak and constantly caving in, having killed two
people. They are entirely lacking in scenic
importance.

RECCOMMENDATTON:

It is recommendedffthat this area be disap-
proved as a national monument and dropped from our
list. :

wrence Ce Merriam.
Acting Assistant Director.

7
o AN

9



Rogwell Oa fiats $, 2.

Quneral:
focation: In Chaves Commty, near Hoawvall,

Ownorship: Privately ounad.

gonnral GCharootoristics:
{a) Beanie:
(v) Historgesd:
(o) Geod L2
(a) Recrentionn}:

{e) Biologieal:
Aecqusablility:

ﬁcﬁ Hy. Savino Alvaras,
73 T -

Rapoxts Suggeoted by Sv. Suvine Alvares, On Jen. 8,
and Jen. £9, 1938, ho wia adviced by the
Aoting Diroctor that fusomueh as the caves
arg epparently priwvataly owned, ihey oould not
ang raceive ony immedinte congideraticn by the
Pederal Governnont.

g

Aotions Projact appavently decd. Aug. 1, 120838,




