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/ -.‘/7. RO Very respectfully y
/ L - William Boon@ Mouglass,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

Wa.shington, Feb., 14, 1921

The Honorable Comumissioner, Py ,; v

General Land Office, ‘ Gy, TR
Vashington, D.C. A o
' SRR DG 2
Sir: T S T v Wy
T L N\ Q*_,; s

In the exescution of the surveys .of_fzm&w_lqo. 92 Nevi_j\a_

I alscovered a remarkable foseIIITercus area, :rom which T b8

as identifiel by the Smithsonian Institution, as followe:

_ e — D e S

et -

Name_ Techtii cal name Specinen submitted. / ’
Mastodon Trilophodon Tooth
Camel . Procamelus Toe bona
Rhinccerous Aphelos Lover jaw.
Horse, three-toed Merychippus - End of scapula.

There were other specimenssubmitted not yet identified. These
were of course picked up on the surface, witbout search or excavation, and
seemingly give promise of a rich field of fossels that should not pass out
of govermental control.

You will note also, by examining the inclosed mwap, that the
fosiliferous area almost borders on the proposed netional park of the Cliff
cities, baing seperated only by the Santa Clara Pueblo grant. These Indian
Pueblo grants, bordering the proposed national park, are in effect part of -
the park, and one of its most attractive featureas. Thus these remarkable
fossels are realy of the national park area.

In reply to an inquiry, Dr. J.W.Gldley, palaeontologist of the
U.S.Mational Maseum, writes:

"Replying to your inguiry rsgarding the desirability of having
the fossiliferous area withdrawn from settlement pending an
investigation, I would say that it would be désiiable if there
was any certainty of this investigation belng undertaicen in
the near future."

An effort is nov being mede to provide for such an investigation,

in view of which } respectiully recommend it8withdraval from settlement as

"The Proposed Mastodon National Momiment".  Its area would embrace fractional
sectionsXE% 13, 24, and 25, T. 20 N., R. 8 E.; and Secsld8{19:58,29 380& 33,
T. 20 N., R. 9 E, The.land is "bad~land™ without agricultuvral possibilities.
The proposed national perk of the Cliff Cities will be created beyond all doubt,
and ths nearness of the fosslliferous area will give it great popular Interest.

.
!

.

e

U.S.Cadastral Engineer,

e

e J
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GENERAL LAND OFFICE

WASHINGTON -
February .1921

ADDRESS ONLY THE
COMMISSIONER OF THE QENERAL LAND OFFICE

The Director

of the Perk Service.

My desr Mr. Mather:

I transmit herewith for your consideration and

such action as you may deem proper, recommendation of
Mr. William B. Dougless, one of our surveyors, for
_twithdrawael of certain lsnds in Northern New Mexico,

conteining remarkable fossiliferous remains, pending

investigation to determine the =sdvisability of reserv -

ing the lands for national monument purposes, together

with accompanying diagrams.

Theee lends are not now subject to filing or

entry under the public 1asnd lews, as, while the surveys

heve been executed in the field, the retuyns hsve not

£8 yet been received or eccepted.

2-21 MM

Very respectfully,

C4dmmi ssioner.,



EZnclosure

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

SHOULD BE ADDRESS
TO THE SECRETARY

ED . INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY
INTERNATIONAL CATALOGUE OF
SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE

Hstyiglon, £7.5 A.

o N2 A -

Mareh ~~ 1921

Q.

Dear 2ir:-

Referring to your letter of March 10,
with reference to the recommendation of Mr. Wm.
B. Douglass, for the withdrawsl of certain lands
in northern New Mexico, containineg remarkable
Tossiliferous remains For permaenent preservation
as = national monument, I beg to say that the
proposition seems to be & most excellent one and
the National lMuseum is glad to cooperate in the
matter. Mr. Charles W. Gilmore, Associate Curator
of Paleontology has been directed to visit the
locality as soon as practlcaole end will call upon
you before leaving for the “west. In compliance
with your ¥equest the recommendation of Hr. Dougleass
and the plat showing the bounderies of the proposed.
monuvment are returned herewith.

Very truly yours,

Moo T

Secretary.

¥r. Stephen T. Mather,
Director, National Park Service,
Depertment of the Interior,
Washington, D.C. 1p



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON '

Haoreh 35. 19824

Dear Mr. Sprys

Replying to 3he levter from youwr ofﬂoa oL
Fobrumyy 25, 971057 "pPs" FSH, trensmitting for ouwr con~-
sidera tion resommendation of Mrs William B Douglass,
ong of yowr awmweyors, that cgortain lands in northern
Row Mexlao, contafining remrkabdle fossiliferous remains,
be temporarily withdrawn,. ng investigation to detere
mirve the famethbility of resor lands for mational monne
ment purposes, we have to advise you that we have taken up
the question of having an investigation made of this area
- by the Smithsonlan Institution, and w0 are in regoipt of e
_latm from Dre Walgott in which he states that the Hatione
| f3ery giad to cooporate in the investigation
A that one of their golentiasta has been agked to visit
, t!:a lecality and report therecns, We uhderstand that this
investigation will be mde in the msar future, amd, &s your
lotter of Februayy 25 etgted that the lands involved are not
now. subjest to £iling or entry under the pudlic land lawe, as,
while the gurveys have been exscuted in the flield, ths returns
- ditfppot yot beon receivad or sssepted, thorefore, it doos not
geem t0 mo necassary to ask for the withdrawal of these landse
It is requested though that before the swrveys are agcepted
that this Servies bhe notified and thon if wo have not roceived
tho report from tho Naticnal Husown we could agk for a temple

Q/ N )} rayy wvithdrawal, We appreciste your oourtesy in bringing thie
2 \ metter to owr attentions

- x_,@/
1 v o / Gordially yoursy
4 (u'f (,,.
- el § o~
T v
o M % / P
¢ s VoA 6; / . Arno Be Cammorer
,»f_ - c} Acting Dirootore
/\ o v Hene Bime B Sprys Oommissionor,
P8 @ g Pne General Land 02£108e



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

]
March 26, 1921 i
!
\

m ?’. HWalao tt; ‘ ’ \

Wa have your letter of ¥arch 22, advising \3
us that the Eational Museunm is very glad to cdoparate 3
in investigating certain lanis in northera Few Moxice, )
roportad to contain remarkable foasiliferous remains, ;
and that Mre. Oharles We. @Gilmore, Assoclate Curator of {
Paleontology, has boen directed.to viasit the localisy
as soon ae practicable, Ve wWill be very glsd indeed &
to bave Mre Gilmore call upon us before e leaves for i
the Wast, and we want t0 expreas to you owr sinscere ape
preciation of the fine cooperation you hove always ofe {
fered this Sarvico,

Coxdially yours,

(Sga.) ARNO Be CAMME

Arns B. Cammerer

Asting Direotor. é
Dre Charles De Walootty, Se0e,
smi theonian Institution,
Washington, D. Qs i
AEDIF 30 1

g PR e
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE -
hd WASHINGTON

Nearsh 28, 1921,

Dear Kr. Bprys

Replying further to your letter of Fobruary 26,
971057 "pgn FHD, regarding ths recommndation of Mre Wil~
liam B. Douglans, one of your surveyors, that cortain
lands in northern Rew Rexico, containing remarkeble £0se
siliferous remains be tomporarily withirswm, pending ine
vostigation to0 detormine the advibability of reserving
those lands for mational monument purposes, we haw t0 ad-
vige you that wo comouwr in this recommendation and requesat
that the said lands be temporarily withdrawn from settle-

mont under authordty of the aot of Congress approved Juno

284 1910, ponding sald investigation for which we have ar-
ranged with the Rational Musoum to be mede @ftrénrearly date,
It is requested that youwr 0f£ice propare an Ezecutive Order
withdrawing ths lands, which are the public landes ix 8acs.
16, 19, 28, 29, 30 and 33 in Te 20 Hey Re 9 Be and tha,
public lands in Soase 13, 24, and 26 in T 20 Hey Re 8 RBo
of NallsBe & Hs Vo appreciate your dmiribesyt in bdringing this
matter to our attention,

Coxdinlly yowrs,

gt

Arno Bs Qammorer
Aotinz Director.

Wme 8. Sy, Commiosioner,
GEHeral Land 0££106.

AEDsF B0



EXECUTIVE ORDER

NEW MEXICO

- e en o

Under authority of the Act of Congress approved
June 25, 1910 (36 Stat., 847), as amended by the Act of
August 24, 1912 (37 Stat., 497), it is hereby ordered
that the following described unsurveyed area in Few Mexico
be, and the sesme is hereby, temporarily withdrawn subject
to the conditions, provisions and limitations of said Acts,
for classification and pending determination as to the ad-
visability of reserving said land for National Monument pur-
poses: Provided, That this withdrawal sh;ll not prevent ,
or preclude the use'of these lands, dr any of them, for
grazing or other analogous purposes temporary in .character
and not inconsistent with the purpose of this order.

New Mexico Pr%pcipal Yeridian

In T, 20 N,, R, 8 E., those portions of Secs. 13,
24 angd 25 not in private grants;

In T, 20 N., R, 9 K., Sec. 18, Wz NE{, NW{, and
S% Sec. 19, and those portions of Secs. 28, 29, 30 and

33 not in private grants.

"(8igned) WARREN G, HARDING

| 0 A ;J,f»[
THE WHITE HOUSE, q)\)(g ) (3 - 5@»’;’”'? e
Ve (\¥ P

Yay 3, 1921,

W K
. A ¥
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
‘ WASHINGTON

April 18,1921,

Dear Epe Gilmore:s

Inolosed 45 a copy of Myre Wme Bs Douglass®
Pesomnendati ons $o the Cormissionoy of tho Gamaral

Lané 0ffice, 1o the proposed Hatiexal Momment,
Bow Keoxicoe

1 $wderetand you obtaingd a copy Of Ry
Douglasg! : 2P Whon you were ab thig office several
Gnys ogo,>gnd therefore I am not semiing a oopy of
the map to youms

If ¢theyo 1s wthingmml ean do for
you I wuld b indeed glad 4o have you call on mde
Cordially yours,

Baigor,

¥r, Oharles W. Gilmare,

Aseociate Cuwator, of Paleontology,
Smi¢hsonian Institute,

Vashington, Dele

Inoe 5557.

AED:FLK,



Inclosure

ALL CORRESPONDENCE
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

mNMFMf
RuCris v gy ‘<’<‘

1UN 10 199) #
/Cf OF The pRESSSS

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY

TO THE SECRETARY Wetshiingrton, &5/ A

NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY
INTERNATIONAL CATALOGUE OF
SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE

" June 9 1921

Dear Sir:-
13
Referrinz to previous corresnondence,
and particularly to your letter of lLiarch lO, I
t

L
beg to say that lr. Charles . Gilmore, 35001 ate
Curator of Paleo ntology in the :ataonul Lius
the

(D

has vigited arsa temporarily withdrawn irom
settlement known as "The Proposed lLiastodon Lational
Honumant." In view of his report, a copy of which
is enclosed, I would recommend that the order with-
holding the area from settlement be rescinded.

Very bLruly yours,

o<

Decretary.

lr. Stevhen U‘ liather,
Direetor, National Park Service,
Dgomrtrept of the Interior,
Jaghinton,

Dl

1p



Results of the Investization.

The proposed iiastodon intionel ilonument under inve:tige-
tion embraces fractional sections 12, 24, and 2f, T 20 L, R &

T )

B, end sections 18, 19, 28, 29, -0, and 03, TH, 9 3 - sone~

ythins over five square miles of territory.

Realizing that my stay in the fied would be limited to a
few days, it was nlanned from the first 1o meke as complete a
reconnaissarice of the area as the time at my disposal would per<
mit., This hurried survey of tine {field was made on horse beck,
stops heing made only here and there at favorable localities to
prospect for fossils. In this way the whole area of the »ro-
posed monument was covered. »dSurface indications in the form of
scattered and broken pieces oFf fossil bones were frecuently
found, though in no instance was I successful in locating with-
in the boundaries prescribed any MOSSll specimens worthy of
special mention.

That ood snecimens are to be found if sufficiently
searched for is indicated by the discovery in the contiguous
"bad lands" of the Santa Clara ~ueblo ?”ant of 2 well preserved
skull, lower jaws, sond other hones of & small rhinoceros (see
-map), not yet 1dent1€1ed end in the Pojuacue rueblo Grant of
foot, limb, ‘end other hones of sn extinct camel. “hile these
were the only discoveries made where the source of the surfece
indications ("float") was successfullv traced into th: undis-
turbed strate with the fossil bones' in situ, the freouent
oceurrence of surfice Ffrecments, in 2 "bad land" erea of many
square miles in extent, with meny clean exposures iree of
veretation, malkes this.a most promising re~ion ”or the recovery
of fossil vertebrate remeins. i.oreover, the nr2servation of ths
fossil bone is usuelly exce.lent, and in the few instences where
the hones were founc in oleace, the S04 £t, sandy chsracter of the
matrix makes the work of exoavmtlon "avorable to ohteining the
most delicate structures intsect.

e beds of the Sante F2 morls on the vestern side of
this zeneral area rise from the mile or more of flat agricultural
land on the east vank of tke fio Urande in a series of sharp,
parallel ridges nevine a2 north and south trend, with narrow
velleys between. “ha heds heve nesriy a 4£0 ﬂlp to the west.
They are made u» of elternsfecly soft end hzrd sandstones, some
of the layers wveing maessive and of ‘considerstle thickness. 'The
fossil specimens Found in wlace occurred in the softer bands,
the camel specimen in 2 very soft sand layer, the rhixoceros in
a consclidsted sandy clsy, the bones weing wholly or pertially
inclosed by a hard, concretionary sandstone. In plsces the "be d
lands" were eroded into rounded =nd nicturescuely formed masse

of rocke. . A g T F I

i ’ e PO ity . . K R L, f

s



A
The "had land" area .is not confined to the proposed
monument, but exitends westward to within a mile or mors of

the Rio Grande river which cuts throuxh the eastern sart of
the Santa Clera PYueblo Grant, =nd also to the south and west
into the San Ild=fonso, Pojuacue, and Eambe Pueblo Grants, all
of which border on the monument area. In “ect, the most )

. favorable looking =zround for the collectln» of fossils, con<
sistin~ of 1ow, rounded bhad lands, sbsolutely clean of vezeta-~
tion end of several acres in extent, was ohserved in the northemn
Rart of the Pojvuacue Pueblo Grant. These had lands also extend
eastward for severel miles, =2snecially favorsble lookings territoxy
baine noted alonz the southern side of the Santa Cruz River. I
was informed by . r. Compton thet the land survey party of lLir. '

B. Douslass nlso found fossil bones in these bad lands, '

Recoxmendations.

Since the many square miles o7 "bad lands" surround-~
ing the reserved area are ecually “033111ferous and in pleces
present much more favorable tarrltOf/ for the recovery of fossil
remains than any observed "ithin the boundaries of the monument,
and also since the gzra2ater part of these surroundinz greas lie
within Pueblo Yrents over which ’sderal control has been re-
lircuished, there would ®e no cdvantage in reteinine govsrnmental
control of so small a part of the aree as is represented in the
proposed monument.

I would, therefore, respectfully recommend that the
order for the temporary withdrawal of the area mown as "The
Proposed liastodon Nationzl Monument” from settlement be rescinded.



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON i !

- June 18s 1921

Dsar Nr. Sy

Roferenge is made to tho letter fyem
. your Office of Fobruary 26, 971057 "¥g FuH,
and tho roply from this Serviso under datd of
. Bareh 20, 1921 rejative to @ertain iamlds in
northern Now Mguieo, containing fopgiliforous
rexains tomporgzily withdrawn by Exeoutive
Ordor of.Biaych 205 X081, pondlng investigation
to determine the advigability of reserving these
lands for natfomn) mtmument purposes.

Inologed axe goples of corresponienss from
Bps Giaries D¢ Waloeots, Seoretary of the Salthso-
. nian Iogtitutien, relative to ti® investigation
o€ this areas $he Park Sorvice congurs in the reo-
ommapdation therein and requests that your Office
preparo en ordoy roevoking the Executive Order of
Bay 8, 192).

GoﬂmlyygmL

Arno B, Gammror
Aoting Director.

O/ Hone Wnle Se 8SpT¥e Gonmiesionoy,
Genoral lgnd O££ia0e

‘fnolosure 7160,
. ABDsPBO
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Juns 18, 1921,

Daar Dr. Walootts

' his will agknowledge rageipt of your let-
tor of Jume 9, inclosing & report of investigation
by Brs Gharies W. Gilmore, Assooiste Qurator of Pale-
ontology in the RMationhl Euseuwm, of the aresa temporo-
¥ily withdrawn from sottlomont, nown as "Fhe Proposed
Hastodon Eatiomal Moaument.® In view of his report
wo hsartily conour in your recommendation that the order
withirawving tho ama from sottloment be ressinled, and
wo hovo this day requosted tho Genoral Land Offico to -
gggm an order rovoking the Exscutive Order of May 3,

L ]

lot mo oxpress to you the appreciation of m'a‘
Servigce in tho cvoporation which the Smithsonian In-
stitution has given in the tmatsaam of this am.

Gordially yours,

Sgd) ARNOB. CAN At E

Ao B, Cammerer
Anting mner.

Bre 0« D Waleoott, Soorotary,
tmithsonian Institution,

Washington, D Q.

ABDyF B0 M
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August 31, 1921.

Referring to your letter of August 31st, I
beg leave to advise you that the President signe_d
and sent to the State Department today the Executive

Order revoking Executive Order of May 3, 1921, as

rec axmended by the ActMapg Director of the Hational
Park Service.

Singerely yours,

Hon. E. C. Finney,
Acting Secretary of the Interior.
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Erecutive Order

* S—

NEW MEXICO

It is hereby ordered that Executive Order of May 3, 1921, (3,450), tempo-
rarily withdrawing the following described lands in New Mexico for classifica-
tion and pending determination as to the advisability of reserving said lands
for National Monument purposes, be revoked:

New Mexico Principal Meridian

In T. 20 N., R. 8 E., those portions of Secs. 13, 24 and 235, not in private
grants;

InT.20N., R. 9 E., Sec. 18, W4 NE!;, NW1{ and S} Sec. 19, and those
portions of Secs. 28, 29, 30 and 33, not in private grants.

WARREN G HARDING

THE WHITE HOUSE,
August 31, 1921.

[No. 3542.]




ADDRESS ONLY .
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

WASHINGTON, D. C. UNITED STATES /// Le?
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR /
Jé':‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
‘ WASHINGTON

L] ~
b

' A

Memorendum for ifr/ Cammerer: Jt“"

Doctor Merriam called up today in reference to a newspaper
article end .editorial which recently appeared in the Washington
Star concerning discoveries in New Mexico made by scientists of
the University of California. It seems that the article and edi-
torial stated that the region explored by these men contained fossil
remains of llfg?gﬂrt;est times up to the present, a span of about

75,000,000 years. If appears the editorial stated that such a
rich area in fossilVremains should be uhder the protection of the

federal Government.

Doctor Merriem called up to say that we shouldn't be excited
ebout this article and editorial as we already had in Grand Canyon,
Zion and Bryce National Parks this exhibit of fossil remeins which
extended over a period of a thousand million to fifteen hundred
million years, and that this was being written up by Doctor Merriam
end Doctor White for the Grand Canyon educational work. ' Doctor
Mertiam said he called Doctor White and suggested that he write
up a brief memorandum covering this and that Doctor White had
promised to do so. )

-

- De




