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Depsrtment of the Interior,s *

Washington, D. C,
"#  Dear Mr. Secretary:

; | T have Just returned from a visit I paid over Sunday with the
lMisses Hewitt at Ringwood Manor, New Jersey, and am bringing up s matter
which they have been considering for some time. 4

The Misses Hewitt are grsnd-daughters of the late lir. Peter
Cooper, have a large fortune, and have inherited the Maner which is a
place absolutely unique in this country. Built before the Revolution, ‘{ﬂ
it hsas been preserved by the family since 1840, and is really a museum 5
of historical association of the best traditions of this country.

I will not attempt to describe all they have but it is a charm-
ing o0ld house with a wonderful garden forming the manor house for the

estate. The ledies own about nine hundred (900) acres in the place ‘ o
and feel that when they go, the Place should become a Federal Government i
Park, and they are quite willing it¢ leave it for that purpose. There is

also a strong possibility that the rest of the estate, comprising sbout
25,000 acreeg,which is now owned by other members of the family would be
Liven to the Government also. .

I felt that you would b® interested in such a proposal and thought
that possibly I might be the mesns of bringing you together . If on your
next trip through New York you will let me know, or drop & note to the .
Misses Hewitt, Ridgewood, New Jersey, I know that they would be only too
glad to have you and Mrs. Lane come out and visit them, and if nothing
comes of this proposal, you will have met two very charming and unusual ;
ladies who have devoted their lives and money to the best interests of their

fellowmen.

" There is just one difficulty that I can see in the way of accom-
plishing this mattsr and that is the present proposal of the State of New
Jersey to construct a-reserveir to furnish water to Paterson, Newark, etc.
If this goes through it will convert this estate into & huge lske and blot i
out this place which they feel should be preserved for the people. S :




Franklin K. Lane, Esq. -2~ July 28, 1919,

This project is not the only way of gettlng the water, ss
there are abundant smaller watersheds which might be dammed 'and then
combined.

. When they told me sbout this matter of creating a Federal
Park, 1 naturally thought of you, knowing that you would be interested

With kind regards to you amd Mrs. Lane, I am

Yours very sincerely,

. SAT/S
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Ringwood Manor, N. J. August 11lth, 1919.
My dear Mr. Tucker:-

Both my sister and I appreciate more than I can express
in words, ybur great kindness in writing to Secretary lLane concern-
ing our desire to preserve Ringwood llenor for the public, through
converting it into a National Park and I do hope that Secreté.ry Lyne
may be induced to come up here, before it is tqo late for the cduntry
to look attractive, to .inspect the house and place, when possibly
they might intefest him éufficiently, to induce him to see if some
plan could be devised by which the U. S.Government would take it over,
in spite of the fact that he is so .deeply occupied with imi)ortant
a.ffé.irs that go with his g:‘éat posi tion. Should you happen to see him
‘at any time, may we could upon your kindness to remind him agpin about
this matter and say how delighted we should be to receive him here at
any time, or any representative he might delegate in his place. It is
most gratifying to think that there is a chance of such a fortuna_.te_‘
occurrance and should anything definite come of it in the future, 1—1;
will be entirely owing to your kind;y ambagsadorship in this mtter we
have so much at heart and which would be so greatly in accordance with
our Mother's é.esire, as she considered great forest areas near our
big cities of the most vital importance for the health, pleasure and

education of their communities and what could be more appropriate and
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gratifying than tﬁat the grandaughters of Peter Cooper should
contribute in a small degree towards this object in the country,
what he (iid for the free education of the public in Féw York

City and which could be done in the mame and memory of his daughter,
who inherited all his philanthropic and humanitarian views and proved
the depth of her sympathies with them during her whole life by
meking so many great personal sacrifices to develop and execute

his. ideas and render his beloved foundation so successful.

I think we neglected to explain to you, that when the whole
Ringwood Estate.is divided up among us 6 heirs, that it may be perhaps
possible, to have the 2 sixths parts that will accrue to my siste.r
and me, assigned to adjoin Ringwood lManor, which then comprise
a block of iaﬁd of about 6000 or 7000 acres. Moreover that lema
arranged by a deed with the Ringwood Campany that.the face of the
mountains surrounding this place, can never be deforeste;i, con-
sequently they will always retain their beautiful old timber, which -
will conserve the wildness of the forests and add so much to the
charm and beauty of Ringwood Mamor. If the house could be kept as
a mseum, we would have an additional and genuine incentive to
continue to add to its collections so that during our life timse,
it might become of sufficient historic value and interest to justify
its maintenance.

I only wish that Newark was the chief conspirator in the

water project but alas, Paterson, which is much nearer, is the prime
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offendsr and having moreover the most political infiuence,
should be headed off first, since Newerk and Passaic only bring
.up the rear guard. .

It was more than kind of you to investigate what could be
done about the lsgacy iama left our poor old maid and while you
say there is very little chance that our Government will return
it to her, I cammot yet abandon all hope and will wait with patience the
final outcome of the Alien Property question. In your first letter,
you stated "that something might be done by application to her own"
(government) «Does that mean that she must formulate & request
through the German Government to the U. S. Government for the re-
turn of her property; for if you could spare time tc; explain this
to me more fully, I will gladly act irmediately on your suggestion
and spare no time or trouble to try to save her poor little legacy
for her. '

I trust you will not hesitate to ey us another little
visit whenever you care to spend a Sunday out of town and get cool,
é.lthouéh if this present weather continue.;z, there will be small
inducement to leave N. Y. Also you msi not forget your promise to
let us kmow when lirs. Tucker returns in the autum, vhen I trust we
may have the pleasure of seeing you both here and you mey rost

as§urred that we will not bother you with any more personal affairw,

-
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as we S0 selfishly did this time and with kind regards and a
thousand thanks for your kindness, believe me
Sincerely yours,

Sarah Cooper Hewitte

e e



Reproduced at the National Archives

:l .;""“‘-—m . 3 . 'l / v
AU v RTE A b [ g -
v [
Q‘F _ T 5.::;',“_. S22 ‘//,/

g PR .‘\.
© AUG 26 1919 &

?’ T0 mm‘:ab Prenyr F £

Dear lir. Tuckor i

I have your mote of August Rlst
and have mﬁmminmu uise Hewitt's .
letter 1 you, which I em veturning, I
Rave had & eopy of 1t uade hovever whieh I
ehall koep and show to Hra Nather, Direstor
of our National Pavic Servics, when he returns
to tho eitys b
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON

April 17, 1520.

Mw dear Sir

: Lgat anmmer yon wrote to Becretary Lane in regard to
NS mést intsrasting and patriotio offor: mrom'the Htaeea :
. $ﬁw1$t.whn deaire S0 give a large area on Graanwn,H"
N 13 the' Government for natienal park uses. Sesretary Lane
weap upable 4o Pollow this matter up at the time and it did
not come to mw attqntioa antil much latsr.

o I am going to tak& tha ocnasion to moek yoa aome tﬁme

. ‘when Yiam in New York this eummer and perhapsqarrango *o

Cc wieit tha agot. L have'a 1ittle knowledgs of this eseetion

' or thaucon try and 4f ‘@ suffisdent area oguld be turned over
;- € tiit would ns well warth canaiaering ae a

: Sacragagmahanag as you kuow, hag baen anacaq&yd by Jahn
: 4, 'of Ghicago, a man who is keenly interssted in
aving besn for many years a.momber of the Board
a?- Homm asione?s in Onicaso.. I am- aure ha will

4-.{

’ Hewittf. |

' At thquresenﬁ ﬁime one:0f the diffipultiae about
oarrying nuﬁ*a pragact of thie kind 1s the juestdon of main-

' R ¢ ‘hoavy exppagaturaa nt Lo the -

1 ths apgnopriations r/the uaﬂ;onal

;eiuoé ‘your:; fbr to Secretary Lano or last July.

‘ Ionra Vary truly.

. / ‘ E e rad ) .PHEN T..M :
‘ e b/( : G v(&gd)- Sigirector.
. Hr. Samuel A Tuaker. ' IR '
’ The chemical Foundation,
‘ 81 Fnlton Street,

. New. York, N. Y.

<
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'GEORGEJ CORBETT ! . )

TREASURER NEWYORK CITY CLEVELAND H.DODGE .-
JOSEPH l"l CHOATE;UR. . . g . GEORGE L. INGRAHAM

| GENERAL counsm_ - 8. H
RAMSAY HoGU = ) OWE.LL GRISWOLD,JR.
-+ BATENT COUNSEL : RALPH STONE
: ' ’ ) )
L. CABLE ADDRESS: .
REFER TO ‘CHEMFOUND

April 20, 1920..

Stephen T Mather, Eeq.,
' Director of "Naticnsl Park Service,
~ Department of the Ifterior,
Washlngton, D. C. :

 Dear Sir:
A '

. RepIying to your "favor of April 17th, I am indeed glad that the .

tentatlve proposal of ‘the Misses Hewitt for the use of their property at

Ringwood, New Jersey, on the part of the Government has received favorable.

considerat1on. ' : . o o

I am- éeﬁding your letter to the Misses Hewiit; 9 Lexington Ave.,
. New York City, and believe that they will take the . subJect up directly with
~'}you. o,

If ﬁherélis anything, however, that I can do in the matter, I
shall be only too happy to be of help but I feel that my connection in the
case was simply due to my personal acquaintance with Ex-Secretary Lane.

\

Yours very truly,

SAT/S

‘Enclesure. -

P. S. .- The enclosed copy of a letter to you seems to have been included in-
advertently 88 it does not appear to me to have a baaring on the case. I am
therefore returnlng it to you.

S. A. Tl
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v Lexiangton Ava. Haw York oitu. ilay 4%h. 1920.
The

Q 'g;nﬂ;xrtvlg;&’/

G semmrvE o\

MaY 5 1920

nOﬂM PARK smvl" 4

My d@aa» M» iatha»
M» Sarmal A, Miglae» ¢f tha gharienl Peundatiom, has
lindlv ﬁovwnvﬂaﬁ e ve Kind latte» of Anvil 17th »agn>ding cur idea &
' y to prasent
tentative suggesticn made taronsh hin te Tx-Secwatimy Lane, of cf_eviﬁg)
that now=ticu of the Ringweeq mahate, new at eur dlsposal, fo the U,S,

Cevarnnant for a Natienal Pawvk « T wret~'tc sav, that it wowld riva us

ths graatast nlaasmes f6 neaet yvou here at veuw cenvenisncs, in onder $io

LA
>

talk this natter owvey anv tins msuwghoula ne nassing throuph Hew Yovk.
Ow, whsn wa gc to Ringwecd for ths fawmns», havae ven visit us thams, ga
2=t that we may have a better eppowihrndity of showing Kﬂu cver the land
& seeing 1f it cemprises sufficisnt Aacwoags « attrvactions to make it an
chiaet te acauirs it;‘as in the near Minre  when the whele Ringweod
Tstats is finally settind up, it may he pcessible te amvangs tc inowanga
the amennt ef iand considamahly.,
It would seen awbity that sueh ; nisterie placs, intiﬁﬂtely cun—
nantad with nany of the important avants ¢F tha Raveluticnary Wam, ons
.+ 6T tha Oldesl in this comt mv & with suehn Wende?fui natural heaitiss,
hoth in ewnltivated lamd which rééembles an Tnhglish Par»k & als& sThalliashed
hy 36 much spring watew, hoth lake & stveams % natural forsst land, whers
ths timham hag always hasn pwnas3anvad, 30 naam the great eitiss of Wew
Yevk, Tswsey Gity, Passaie, Newawk, Elisaheth & Fatarsen, shenld nct ha
nrasaTrad for the pAhlis, To» it would sunply nct oniy an area for purs
air,. like the Tamenean nawvks, Mt affemd sndless plsasurs 4 maemeatien
fer thousands cf.eitizems of all ages « classes, Itg vieinity to Wast

. 4 | ‘ " H \ .
Peint, might prewva an adaiticnal indueesment -fo» the Gevernmsnt te possess

B N - e e -
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. it {
it, sines fb=Qchvﬂ«i Y
1nes afrfends a warvalleus e »Hund
A dGsenan or t‘zli}gqu_itcé 15 enne ﬁ'il]’llt\}' te M onvra t??OC‘}'\S, vhile
T3 ] o f 3 f 0
A ths darynaess ef the seil & the altitnds ef the clearad land in the wvalley
- = y - =
i3 500 £t ahove ges level, 56 wondsrinlly watamad & shadad ( the Rills
amrn g
‘ava ahout 1000 £t above saa laval) predies the nost admivable sanibary
eonditiens fer svnh 7 11N gy --
! a.Jﬁ lepﬂeaﬁ whars tha pen wolld bhs sheaDaed in tents
Thaara might nesginhly hs a faw Lecinical ehstaclaes te everceus, hut
3LE * OEhe, 10
the tentative Prejaect might he woarth v» econsidamaticn whasnavar» you fasl
imclinad te taks ix 230 LT e it r
take it wp in parsecn, then shenld 1t rieet with vy appweval, |
yon ecocnld swhnit it late», te Seerstary Payms, to see what he thonght
- ¢ L ¥ ) #VLe ) t

T.‘qa"‘! "F'!.‘-'!_‘I"r"]{",]'! thiq haqt’?’ 1*}1@ fa “rith raNIA t.hﬂﬂ,]‘.‘-" fer v p""‘!-nt 0118
A IS5 b V¥ 3 rt acil

& gratifying lettsr, Dslinva ma

Sinearnly veurs

i
l

( Sarah geonar Mewitt. )
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NATIONAL PARK ‘S_ERV.I CE

WASHINGTON

1 ,
%y 5.' 1920.

“ ,Bear maa mm

AR Py In Br, ﬁ&ther*s abaenne in uha
sl . : G Wm ‘4t falls upon me t0 acknowledss re-

. 4 . o8ipt of your kind lotter of May 4 %a,r- A
U . x.ns on the Ringmn& Eams«e mtter. ‘ ;

e ﬁv. aathar 18 grestly &memtad
» inmuﬁ@t, ahd as ho will be dagk here
‘shortly I sfi taklng the liborty of holding
- your 19::&&1' for his ratnm rather than
YO'E! nay 08.—

*'lmagundsma' npon his xamrn.
Oarrnally yonra,

- {888 ) AR

Arno B, t}mgaam.fv -
&cting pirectors

!
1
g
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: DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOR ,

_ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON . : .,. ,"',”
| o ‘June 12, 1920, )

 Dear Hisa Fewitt:

L Z ’ ﬂrhia is a mza‘aeﬁ aoknowledgozent of.
ia;;yaur letter of ¥ay 5 in regard to the possibility
-of tho gift of a portion of the Ringwood Hstate
o the Government as b national parks 48 you know,
"I ammuch Interested it this suggastion, but with

- the pressure of my administrative work I lave not

} baen able to give it the thought that it deserves.

I Ihweeogo%atagaiuinafewdaxaand
- will not be back again until tke middle of Augusts
‘I’axshnps then I mparsnaﬁeﬁemm?aym to coms -
- upwith me and look over the ground,; although his
' work hers keeps mmvery closely tied downe At any
- rate; I will endemvor 0 at loast see¢ the estate my-
. s8lf somatime during Au@esﬁ or Septembeyr if it is at
- all poasibles My own swnwer homs is at Darien, Con~
" mecticut, and while I ax able to spexd but little
$ims theore now I will try to motor over from there to
Ringwood 8t some time that will be conveaient to you,
. and go over the whole mttero

Cordially yours, .,rm;m-aﬁ‘
T
Q{,Q'Q.b‘e,'
o

Directors

' Hiss Sayah Cooper Howitt, -
- Nox 9 Icemngton Avenue, -~
 Bow York Gitya

NN
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RetiCpey o8,
&-H) vV 9 D

¥y dear ¥r liathex

I trust you will pardon v unavoidable delay in answer _
-in: yr kind letter of June 12tk, but I nave heen away frow hoze on a
2o0tor *trxip and kave ongy Jjust returned and found it awaitins we here.

It is a sreat pleasure to learn that you tkink you ean arrange to
visit Rinswood sose tilive durinz next 3entewber and pessiblj% kave
Secretary Payne acco:pany you, alt:ough it wirst perhaps be advisea-—
bde  for you first to .ake a =ort of reeonno}treing trip to inspect the
place and talk thinsgs over with us and report tire result to ki,
before putting iz to tuis trouble.

Ye are lea#inﬁ here skortly Tor Bar Harhox, but expest to retumn
carly in Septexber., whken I will i....-diately notifﬁéou as soon as we zet
hack and ©ind out wien it will he convenient for you to motor over here
firo« Dawien, as it 1is a very easy trip and tikroush a xo0st pleturesque
and lovely eountry, dif you eocwe by West Point, the Harriman Park and
tRrour Tuxedo Park; as thse Tuxedo and Rinswood trasts adjoin in plages
and eur kouse is only 6 nidles frox the Tuxedo Clubh. In ease you do not
napuen to he a ueuber, ve will give you a letter to pass throuzis the
Paxk as our zuest, as that is the skortest eut and the roads awxe best.
We skall be deliskted to put you up for as long as you find it eonveni-
ent, as there 1s not only a sreat deal to see, but eonsiderable wattew
to he discﬁssed, eoncernins whielh v» experienece and any su&?%mtions
vou ::ay make, will prove of sreat value in solviqé the problew before us,

Pray nardon this hasty line and with renewed tiaanis for yr gourt—
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—sous letter wilbs . L
Bdik we appreciate exeeedingly ah\~130pirp o weard %
" xANAY:] T 11 ¢l Vi'i m

nleasure to seeins you, Believe me

Xineerely youns

( Sarsk Cooper Hewitt )



Reproduced at the Naticnal Archives

June 3%, 1920.

*'k!y aear Itiaa Bw:u.u

!‘pxw 1et.ter of June z?m to Mrector H.atnar hes been:
hamiad to ue aa ‘he .18 noy in the weat on & vipil %o » nukber -

" " of our autiomEd paris snd will hardly return hefore the lat- B
+er-part of Auguet. However, T am going %o held 4% for hie LR
“return; and T am sure he will thoroughly emjoy & visdt to -

Bingwoed Hanor &t the firet spportunity prasant,a& and wul
feal grataﬁul tm- your very: k&n& invita% iozh

qudially yours SR,
T paEETE
e~

e BT
Ksting Dirastor.

*’Hisa Sarah Gncper !iawi‘k‘u, : WQ&
‘ msauocd Kamor, N, :.
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e 4:'Dear Mias Howitt:.

= the possmmy of his. v;.aiting Ringwood with me, and I

‘ -to ruu ap théz'a ’1£' the. weﬁ;ﬁhen eondﬁ.tiona are righf..

".";Oomtess Ymage.. : Ithmk

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
R NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

/7 WASHINGTON ‘
“ Ootober 27, 1920«

ey

: L bave had a0 muoh work to do in the national
par-k‘s in- tha West this summer that it has been impossible
for me to- visit Ringwood as I had hoped. I only just
8ot baok from. the west last- week and muat go out again
at onog, not to return here until December first, when,

I will be. kept prety buay with, 1egislation of mtar,ast

- te the llaﬁ.oml Park 8ew:loq.

1 was: spaaking to Seoratary Payna 1n regard o

.‘elen up there during sume of. thia
.. 1€ Degembor would not be: oo

with.me fop somg Week ends . I have my owg -
ais New York and 1t will be & ednple matdor.

X hava neVer forgotten a very 1ntereat:lng ri.da

NP _;."I ha& at nightl aome. thirty odd years 240, when, as a re=
.., .. . porter on the Few York Sun, I wag detailed to sde your
©.. - father when. he was ‘Mayor, of New York and leayn whother

‘ he- hed" perﬁomed 8. wriaga coremony that day, . tha mr\

having atarted: thaﬁ he had’ pa med thia ceremony £or

a8 your brother- Emkin o
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Howith who met me’at that tine, and I talked with youwr \‘
_'~£‘athar as. he- spoke .over the baniilstera denying the rumor.
. I had.a long mﬁ.&nigh& ma bask'to Suffern, 1 think, over
the mosntainq, - o
’ m.th kind peraona.l regards, I am

Yours ainoerely,

(Sgd)  STEPHEN T. MATHER'

Staphen T. Mather,

,‘30-Bbexinswnamea_ L |
_'NewYork,,Heazork.‘ S N :

N

3
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i T a & 5 X /
"kﬁrsg W, Es Blamhard Bloomingdale, Ne J  Jan, 8y 1935

Owvns the "0ld Ryerson i"orge“, s historic place of Civil War days
and is unable to pay taxes on it. Vants to sell it to the govte

M

GUAL PARK SEfj.
k\"‘ﬂ RECEIVED 4N
Qi’ JAN 21 1935 =%

S
=

\@fﬂ-s AND FILEZ
. .S AND FIb

g
//Q@ RECEIVED ‘%\
4 JAN211935
G, T0UTL RS S

(N




Umons Made Overalls, Sack Coats, Aprons and Workm f. iy Gl







S » ' , o Mahqfactuxe;s of , ' o o E : {
B .“Ul;lio_r_l? MadeOveralls,Sack COats;_~Aprons and Working ‘Pants" o

© 175177 E. 15th STREET

¥

.- o . B R ‘.‘“‘

~- . Paterson, N. J.

;

(




- Manufacturers of

Co Umon MadeOveralls, Sack Coats, Aprons andWorkmgPants

B 175-177 E. 15th STREET

i Prriteeif o Feris oo e
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UNlTED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE -
WASHINGTON

Januwy %@ 1985

N

M Smsy.
Baa.z* Mrm B&W&z

;&"w um;w of Jm wy 8, o Progddent Roossvelt, convams

ing the "01d Byuracn Forge" in Hloomingdale, Hew Jersey, hse
.bm rofupred oy the Bationsd Park Sorvics for umidamtioh

rapiyu
- Although this Service hag no funds for the seqisition of

- plases of this kind, the pite is historically istevesting, and
- the Hlstorioal Division of the Sevyiece will maks u abudy of
- 4he hiskory of the Fovge, 6 dedernine Ma possible mwm
' au& valug af w ya.#k &awlum%. »

‘ zmmw W you for your lebbor, Ymmayha sure your
intama‘b in Hhis mt‘her S,s appregintod. . :

Sinaaraly yours,

{(8@D.) ARNO B, cAMMEmER

Arﬁo "B. C”aﬁﬁ’ﬂm ,
o %i*red‘berﬁé“‘«?f ‘

EE:ICS




" UNITED STATES ' s

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR m
' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE _ A
. WASHINGTON WM#’

Fobruary 4, 1985 W

Bt’w Martdn Js Wcam Ba
‘ 1‘?%1‘?7 Bapb 16tk Street,
o Pabersdt, New Jex'seyw

5' ﬁaw LS Bawmp: ' T
‘ Your letter of Jonuary 10 te Pmiden'h Roogevelt conosrnw

‘ing the work of the “Hyerson House® Commimelon hah baen reforrad
‘ fm the Nat&ml Pl saw&ce for congiderations

A lottey mﬁ vsaaaﬁly reoe&veé i‘rom Mrse We Ba ﬁmamham of

e .}' ; 'f?aluomimmh How Jersey, the owmer of the “Old Ryersgen Forge",
0 Tinwhich she supgostad the possibility of meking e nationnl perk
Ll £hil arens Althgupgh thie Servics bag no funds for the hoquis

o ta Boks
i -lpﬂﬁﬂﬁbxé»‘

aiizm: of plaves of thiy kind, the #ibe fs historieally dnbersste
.y, 4nd dhe. m”!m,aai Divigien of the Sevvive has beon msked
Wy of the history of the Farge, to 49‘&9%&“& 31
aiue A8 & park developments ‘

Yo wore glad to heur of the mk of your scimission, You
may b§ supé your intercst in this matber is apprasigted.

Binoeraly yours, .

{g@D)) ARNO B. CAMMERER

Ayno Bs Cammgrer,
.. Director

HK:ICS
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RICHARD B, RUSSELL, JR., GA.
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LEWIS B, SCHWELLENBACH, WASH.

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN,

DANIEL F. O'CONNELL, CLERK
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—— COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

February 6,1935.

Hon.Conrad S.Wirth
National Park Serwice
Department of Interior

Dear Mr;Wirth:'

With further reference to our
telephone conversation of to-day, I might say
that I am interested in learning the steps
which must be teken by individuals who are
desirous of having a site considered by your

epartment for a National Park.

-
1

o - The property involved
"ag _Rinowood Manor and is the seat
Revolutionary inclgents. Included”
isthe forging of a chain which was
the Hudson River when fear was felt that the British

is known

of many
among these
used to blogk

frlgates would attempt to storm West Point.

I have been given to understand
that this subject has also been referred to the
The area around which
this activity centered ig in Passalc County,New

Secretary of the Interior,

Jersey.

Thanking you for your kindness in

this matter, I am

K Very truly yours,
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ROBERTS EVERETT ASSOCIATES, Inc.

232 MADIS‘ON AVE. @ NEW YORK, N. Y.

AShland 4-2147

Y

DrreoTOR February 9, 1935
E

~ Hon. Arno B, Cammerer, Director, , ,
| National Park Service, ‘
' Department of the Interior, o ' e
' Washington, D. C.

" Dear Sir:

At the request of Mr. Hiram Calkins,
of Ridgewood, N. J., I am forwarding to you by -
this letter a copy of the pamphlet: "The Forges
* . and Manor of Ringwood."

Very truly yours,

" James Larwood/RC .




RIDGEWOOD &- zséa

- B E S c
HIRAM, CALKINSAL L. i
' CLAIM ADJUSTER
R 45 NORTH: BROAD ST."
NN _;LW%CQ* . ' RIDGEWOOD
NEW\JFRSEY

February 9_, 1935

Hon;Arnb ‘Bs eammerer
Di’reetor Nattl Park: Service
Dopt& of the Interior

?ufWashington, D.c.,

S Dear Sira '
: Martin Jqugencamn, of Paterson, New Jersey, a

"]{nr”ber of “the "Ryerson ‘House" -Commission, sowcalled, of

I .ha.ppen to be the:’ hairmen, has: forwarded. to me

.. %o ' 5. re the subject of the mo-
v:the historiu propertw at: Ringwood, ‘Paasate
' W Forges and. Manor of
‘. atate park, I am ing‘this

‘that'Jou niay see fon ¥ e o
An 3 oL the fa,c that it se:oved t.he )
- R Lo PR -

18 gther :lpxplements of war,- _
e British captured it,: as*

) tntal Army- would -hava-be t
0 put out of ‘business’ entirely,'
0d b0, the: patriot cause is lmme-
a’its :lmportance is’ second'onlyc

~the; pgrbgn.ag voff ,Ri
"-diaté?‘y apparente\ ‘To-:

' U

As a member;of the .Su,A.R. and a former secret',,[
Gen ‘ ‘Bl ' ¢y I boochin in-_

on, ell things
ylerdy . ‘P:‘o itﬂ.cms timp, and there is«‘
; }ughout the state: for it

", /BONDED IN THE SUM OF $5,000, AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 171, P, L. 1914




TELEPHONE:

‘RIDGEWOOD 8-2323"

g2

HIRAM CALKINS
" CLAIM ADJUSTER
45 NORTH BROAD ST. -
" RIDGEWOOD
NEW JERSEY

HC to ABG 2/9/35 #2
| Iasst Spring, I drew up and had passed by our Sbate

8 'Begislature &'bill ereabing a nonesdlaried comnisaion to ,

make & study of ‘the subject; asdeértain how much ground

- woudd ‘be ndeded, what the sost would be and what. sbops -
" shodld be: baken to acquire the' property, ‘This heg been.

done in o most ‘painstalking way., An. appi'aisal hes been’

made by three of: the'most ‘compebent appraisers hereabouts

 desired mequigition, I have some decuménts setting for
-1ts historie imporiance that will asteund you, unless y )

""-'ferenoe with your. eomnission when " the weather* got b

_,'an& we are neazvly veady ‘to report.

and ‘ley our findinga, maps and surveys before youy in an
‘offort to enlist your gomoperation in’effecting this imo;

s are almaﬁy ramiliaﬁ wi‘bh them. o

The "G)!Ld. Ryerson Forge" 6 whieh you rofer: &n your

, 1etter to MryHogoncamp, is :]ust a small affair in the ‘rear '

of .a housa" on'the main wstreet 'of Bloomﬂ.ngdale. Itq‘.is not

~‘susceptible of sany par} development beeause it is surround~

- and recemmended to Congress informally thet it ‘be
-dg-a national park. I ambeeking to ‘have that rec
‘v ,' carried mrb and have a photOS‘Bat copy of that'. sup

| *-"-‘Wilber of. the. New Jersey Dept., of gonservaﬁi'
- ho anotler member -of our sommission
““The ¥errisbovn National  Fark, which, I
" ed-through | go-aperation of your conmission, 48 in
" bleito R:lngwbad in historie importanas, scenic: bea’tﬁ&

ed by residences in the heart of the villsge and & sands

~about 100 or 150. feet from the sidewalk in a vacant lot, L
" I have visited 1t and talked with the owner,. MrsgBlanchardo_

'is just. a- village landmark of purely local interes

' wﬁ.th you,  dnd- any - memb;ers of your: commisainn Fyou
-to- inolude; preferably at Ringwood,so you: conld : ,
yourselveds If you have nover been there you can hav _no
~congeption of its beaubty and ‘historical importanc )]

It.has no historical or’ "Revolutionary significanes,

ST+ ghouldd: like «v'er'y much indéeﬁ %o have a 0¥

Washington caused ‘4 survey-of -1t to be made by Ge

Emlosed I gend you a copy of & letter from M 'arles

d 'pment*‘yi:' -
.which spesks £ elfy
“understand; ‘v

i or "pop- g

ular appeal, which ‘has revenue producing( possibilities beside.

.~ BONDED IN'THg suM OF. $5,000. AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 17¢; P, L; 1914




“"HIRAM CALKINS
- CLAIM ADJUSTER
- B . . 45 NORTH BROAD ST..
LB T S RIDGEWOOD -
SETRTIREN ' | NEWUERSEY

R ’TELEPH'ONE I T -
RI_DGEWOOD €-2823 @ .

nc to ABO 2/9/55 #s

‘*1 : u&é‘be very glad to arrapge o private inSpectian»ow
operky and iﬁs wanderful aolleetlon of higteu‘ '

........

1 '“ton.first if'yau prefers .mhe
LS éxcept for n caretakery  There are
SRR - - I phages- ‘of the: project ‘that warrant- consideration
RS cann@t insmnde ‘them all in & #ingle lebters. mhareror&,
- : oraan,épportunity to ley them before yo
t _ ~ yosaibilities for yburself and ‘gax
. vihe in e o eensummate this most word prajew“,,
*bﬁ  jawaik the ébur%esy o ’ybur comment‘with interest. :

Very truly yours

Yh e

Ryerson Hause Gommissi@'

000, AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 171, P. L1914~ _ <.

7. .- BONDED. IN. THE SU




property,
e Coimn
sLge pax

ing hope you
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and
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Recollections of Erskine Hewitt
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3 E ‘double row of &ees planted of:: each, sxde by
“ - Mrs. Ryerson, in the. form of a rebus, in honor -of

[EERE the Peace of Ghent Turnmg to:the extreme right;

- . onécanseeithe gap:between- Hope Mountain. and
..~ Whaleback..where the ‘mines aré :located from
| . ' ‘whence. the: ore:was: taken to- be made into iron.
A Swmgmg gradually, toithe. leff; the site- of the old
... Indian: encampment imay. be:seen: on’ the point of
A ’-f».lthe,hlll +The. field cat:the foot 18 known as .the
| “Magazine: Lot?; becausc'there wis located, within
: the: memory: of the; ‘present genération;.the: Maga- .
{ . zine;Building:where powder was:stored, and the
L0 key of ‘the padlock of :which s still preserved.
© 0" This.Wwas-under; the:shadé:of ;oné of sthe: two: old "

"apple trees:said.to; have: been planted prior to the
" 'Revolution; -arid:which-only- died just*before. the

- Wiorld War.The field when plowed nearly a.lways
..,lds Indian; atrow ’ea'ds‘ushowmgtthat it must
R ',havewbeen the. ScEn€é umerous:fights :between
o ther various. tnbes -over: thei Happy Hunting

o ' [1]

e
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gnon, xepresen"

_ "mune and whlch Mrs
. . the upper one of:the’ two millstones’ Wthh were in
o ’,use in the m1ll When Peter Cooper acqun'ecl the

:Grounds The camp'site was probably selected be-
- cause,. although low, it overlooked the valley and -
-the “approach of enemies, and’ water was: readlly
- accessible. Agam, almost in line with the mine but

a Jittle- to the' ‘North' and: on the lawn, were ‘the

- slave quarters, the: dites: of ‘the Foundstions o
. ‘whlch appear,xh;dry summers through'the burned
- grass;-and ‘whichweré in‘such a dilapidated con- -
- dition that they'were.torn down by Mrs HeW1tt as
_' ‘*unsxghtly and-beyond. repair:
] ‘Next, a dittleto’ the. West -and: further oﬁ is 2
-’ .»French s*tatue:from 2. Bishop’s- palace near Avi-
: g Africajand then: the  gates of
s .Columbm College followed (stall more to the left

'»Hetht had mounted on

Overlookmg the zpond at: the far end on the top

o -of the bank is: theéold Revolutlonary gmve yard

"»_"-more then: 50¢ years, but where upwards of’ 500
»people ‘are; reported"f-,to have been buned ‘more

[21

i
o pran e et S

L
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. Here too lies Robert: Erskme and:hiy Clerk Rob-
© ert-Montieth. Erskine’s comb; was $aid " to - have
“been érected: by_ Wash ,g’co nd: -the. oak- tree
i 'ﬁh‘i’dhxiafh_é“,:Geri‘éij ited 'there rwhen' he .came
4 over from+ ‘Kingsto 0 attend Erskine’s funeral
I fived intilia few yéars since; wher it was'struck by
i hghtmﬁng and-diéd; Partiof its "trunkds stlll kept
i insthel '11ar oﬂthe Manor House. '

ERET

" ol was part of a ﬁeld surrounded by a hxgh stone

' wall which.‘was the: 6d;eattle: corrali: There: the

4 - troopsformed: under the actual command: of Gen-
1 -eral’Howe, Washmgton stoppingrin-the house and
4 . marched-thence toPompto, suppressing' the mu-
tl{ ° - tiny, swhich;} Washmgton declared, . was:‘the :most

bl
| R cr1t1cal time: of the: Revolutmn General -‘Howe’s

' reéport, written and. ditediat Ringwood, to'General
Washlngton hangs{m the hall; tellmg how.he sur- '
rounded the ~muth ous: egunents and took two
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Wood o Phlladelphla, Where Robert Morris is
rlinnored 'to.have.pledged his last credit to, raise the
 ‘monej: needed tozpurchasé shoes for them to go on
R “withyand: when thenotes:became due; it is'believed
P after repeated ‘renewals;and exchanges, and when
e e “ey couild:not be:met;:that-Morris ‘was locked in
,5 o the) Debtors Prison:bécause ' of itheir! non-payment
i by the Governrnent and-that- theystill ‘remained
e S unpald even toa few years ago Some of: hlS notes |
A - also hangdm the' house T T
‘The ; outer: gates: a.nd wa]_ls ‘were. bullt in the
day"_‘of Mrs.: Hewitt’s early residence. - B ]
) ++“The iold:bridge ‘across the stream.on- the main -
T entrance idrive  hasbeen replaced by a: modern- ’
structure——glven as/a:Christmas. present -to. the L
Misses:Hewitt, In the early-days there was a ford 3
 at this:point’- ‘and ;2 Aumber: iof cannon-and’ grape .
' shot Wh1ch undoubtedly mustthave.joggled off the
- ‘wagons when they, were jolting over the rocks in -+ i
 the bed of ithe stream, were': found by boys ‘when
SRR , wadlng:up tofas:lateias: forty years'ago.i. . .
oo T ors -‘A.longntheﬁwall holdmg in' the flood -waters of L
B ot her ested the great wheel shaft g

£
!l_o.
i
J
{
I
l

I
1.
i
|

{

L.
§

!

1

|

, nace, a.nd also for the: ﬁrst magnetrc separator Whlch ‘
‘ was 1nventedﬁ' g Robert Erskme, con31stmg of an

O
F‘a’-
o
0]
B
'
Q.
g
3.
§
b“
B
e g
6
%‘
g
=1
’é.
(=]
'F‘r
©
,'3
et
Q
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~ were disposed - of by a: manager ‘while" Mr andr

- nowused as 4 gas house—with some: ‘of ‘the ‘old
- furnace tools ‘in-front .of  the  door, Unitil a: few
R years»-'smce, '3 glant oak~tree_ stood ‘on one-side of
" the entrance under whichidn:

L . which- was- pourcd’the crushed ore as’ ‘it slowly ‘re- -
‘fvolved the rock passing byrand the ore:after being

brushed off on the far srde, falhng into a bin; These

Mrs Hewitt werein Europe

Across ithe brook at’its. mde and under. thc bank
is ‘a'spring’ much ‘used/ both: before. and after the
Revolunon, the. ‘water-of which has 'more recently

been brought -across the stream by a/ pipe and pump.

Next, the old’ Revolutlj,_ ary: blaeksmlth shop-——

.horses :shod’ (m ‘hot: weath;,r) Whlle the" black—

smtth’s boy Worked the bellows and- forge: iriside.
B ‘ - Abouti6s: yearsiago, 'n"M1ss S.iC. Hewitt

o was bemg taught at: ngwood by a Governess with |
. "considerable:: ‘artistic talent; amorgst: others, ‘she

' "‘pamted thetpmture off the; old srmthy When be—

: the shop a.nd ‘was' gone'so
: Hat‘%' she’i' claillod':fl‘diif*: ﬁhd*a._skéd—‘ What- ‘he 'was .
o ’;;,_domg and for hlm ‘to comié’ out and: pose. He'said

[5]
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: “he Was looklng for h15 best hammer and'he could

_net-come: until he: found i 1t b4 This: plcture is now

- castmg bed: of:the: furnace. The, two. bmld.mgs, re-
e l‘!modeled into:the
_N.',’.,-lth& crushing’ amping
o lgf the: dairy; 2 here an old, hammer now rests, is

a-ha‘ngmg in the hall. ::

. She: also; ‘painted.. another one—of the two oak

‘_V‘trees and some . .cows; along -the: General ‘Greene
ey frqad now in grass, -which also hangs'in the hall.
i

“The: Weepmg elm between the two ponds

’ sprouted in 1871: .

’Fhe upper: Qf’the three ponds is, the site- of the

o .one. of the-two wheel pits where-the water wheel
- revolved supplying the blast for the furnace.. The

L Wh1le ot.hers
" both..in.no-

L j,aother plt being af. the ‘other end of the dalry to. the

crushers( and gmt m;ll

= The. remat:kable .features of the stable consists

'~iof ‘the-fact. that« teams- cquld be kept harnessed
ere being driven 'in; and out'and .
. 2y interfering with one another.or |
"o with: the sto rage: of: tiaps;.the. handling or washing

S of: mcomlng' ?Jmages or. cleaning down of harses.

- That anather course. of brick:could be laid when -
-, thepresent ﬂoonng:should be worn qut-before the
e _’:'boa,rdmg woul n,be xieachcd, and that. the drainage

561
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'gutterSrwere $0; des1gned that: it. 'Would be: dlfﬁcult

; -~ for Horses to \stram their.legs;: and that when' the

 windows: were apened: they ‘were so-arranged: that
there ‘was no, down drafton.the ‘animals to give

them 2 cold, or direct: hghtmg to hurt:their eyes.

'_fThe heart of ( cypress finish: is truly remarkable, in
- fact, a].l the arrangements are.most. unique even to -
" the. ﬂoor of the hay loft which’is' equal-to that of

the: ﬁnest of ball rooms. The harness room is prob-
ably mthout supenor, as are ‘the ‘thrée’ upstairs
rooms, 1e., the saddle: room, that for the storage
of blankets, etc and ‘theé' room for’ harness and

: accoutrements not in’ general use. There- ‘too, is

the ‘réom for’ the storage of slelghs and’ thelr shafts,
etc ‘The closets for wagon' poles and ‘medicines,

. 'etc in- the hall are most cunmngly concealed and -

e bad‘{to | l7 57‘andbmany of Which were made by

'Brewster and .others of the best known makers

sPecx

. The: Beams of oak-hand

A When the bulldlng functloned as a. crushmg rmll

b2k




Reproduced at the National Archives |

e T T S T T SO T

[ N

The Water is: supphed by grav1ty from thes mlll' '
pond through the'racewdy; -~ -

i Three -of the-farm: bu11d1ngs are of rubble and‘
Were erected ‘prior; to" he ’Revolutlon and rarely :
requlre repa1 P A

ST R S R

s Bl
ORI i St

.- The, cows are;
’ from the Jate:. Theodore Havemeyer’s herd and g

ares exempt -from.”tuberculosis. ‘They. are gentle,
_ R hardy and of -rapid growth, reachmg a’size nearly
b as great as of Holsteins and g1ve almost ‘as; much
: o and as rich, mllk the: Jerseys

e The water fall is: the site of the old fumace
SR whxch existed until Mr, Hewitt thought it had
reached such a, dangerous stage. | that it ‘might.fall

v

ERTARD R A AT N BN

[ . and 1njure chlldren who continually - played in .
ot
| . #
) "' The, dam of:, the' rmll pond above was con- ‘
) structed by Hasenclever and strengthened a.nd
I hexghtened byErskxne. S R t
[ R The wooden house. near ‘the gate is beheved to 5
h o be the oldest:building now: standrng on the ‘manor :
e close. For a umber f'years it as the. gardener’ o
1 R cottage, ‘after'that}’} for qmte a penod it’ was used . ]
FHI. " as'aCatholic: church - :

L i e e
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o :tt ’ ngw (_od, L‘ Rohert ‘
' the:headquarters .in Newburg) showing- charges
for this. One.of the ‘main-deck- guns of the ' Con-

LT TR s YRR ) LU £ -4

v""Thel field- beyond Was. known as. Inshtown be-
©cauise: of thehouses there;occupled by: Insh’ families -
employed in: the clay bed makmg brxcks and in- the ‘

'forge. STUEN :
o +The wheel shaft NOW: lymg ‘on the ground was’
- that 1of the w; ter wheel: for: supplying power: to.the

U grist mlll-- etc.; the smallerone o the two-wheel
. shafts of the. water, wheelsithat supplied. the power.

+The other 1tems at: the crossroad; consist .of fur-

. ‘fnace bricks u_from the Hewitt: and; Wanaque fur-
L {—»'nace a;bafﬁ, -bar fro'm,.,,
~of :more recent date, baffle ‘plate. from: the: Ring-
. wood »furnace, pieces: of blooms, plgs, and other

iron. felics:found:on;the. place

.On the terrace lawn: m-.front of the house, rests

‘.one. of;-the. old;forge: arivils; blooms: and- plates; '
. part; of the cham ,Wh1chfv went::across' the- Hudson

which. was.probably. made;

[9]

,hey;Wanaque furnace,iall

The, small house onthe; other 51de of the road‘ -
"at the ‘end; of the main. housé: was formerly the . -
) ma.nager’s dwelling and.was ‘moyed: to.its present
 position, from::the, front.dawn and. turned into. a
- laundry: -and hedroom' : forr vxsxtors valets a.nd
o cha.uffeurs R Lo B

kine’s ; bill: (now:. at -
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st1tutlon 'when it captured the: Guerrlere, one’ of

: the two' beheved still: remaining from the battery

which wasilanded. for:the defense-of Washmgton

and bumed on the retreat, -the others having: been
‘mielted: up.: One ‘of the4 only  two'mortdrs which -

were fired: at the:capture of Vicksburg and Island

No: 10, and bearing: Inspector :General. Flagler’s”

g pnvate mark by ‘which * he: recognized 'it; ‘anid

thc ‘gun-carriagewhich was'made by Mr.:Hewitt;
-:thenthe: {hammer -and-/anvil - which- forged the
i chain, and: the ,cog-whecl Whlch was on’ the shaft
g"supplymg* the: powei : SN
+'Onthe 'path’in - front of the house ‘are’ Indlan
e grmdstones and. crushmg stones which: were found
~* -on'the place, two of them comlng from the Indmn

- Camp DI ‘f‘) R v-s.'

- +The, iron gate ds¢ that of: the Enghsh Governor
-~ General’s house: -on'Bowling’ Green, New: York,
~+and the’ornamentson ‘eachiside of the: door are

.M‘u«tﬁﬁpz#- B Ay #7 i &gt 8 e e

P ER Y  Eetabnher m fy 225 2 A i VD a1

- from the Schermerhorn House on 23rd Street, Y
- New York. L : :

- 2The brownstone block is the manor’s old mount- a‘
e mg “block: of Revolutionaryiand: prior days, and the o

- giant pear:tree: alongsxde the: porte-cochere was ‘
. “probably; planted ‘at least 50! years before the Rev—’ i
»;:i;-colutlon and occasi a_lly still bears pears.:
In the chlmney above: the porte-cochere hangs B

L IO]

g
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| "._.n_’pl "o_f the place.

“he-iron slabiat’ the “steps-is from the furnace

end sthat'and the! others i in front may | have served
as hearths or: ﬁrebacks : S :

25 The" lanterns hre those whlch stood at the cor-

. neérs v,_‘,,of ‘the ralhng ‘which: 'surrounded. King

,George‘s ead:: -statueon: Bowlmg ‘Green,. New

York, the: plctures of which may-.be seen. in the
g ‘_prmt' of ithe: mob teanng ‘down-ithe:statue,'and ‘the
s ! ‘ is from the English

' r_;Governor-General’s house, {the -other: (the'‘more -
- important and:ielaborate one) ‘having -been first
- missed:at the: same time as the. great tongs, when |
- thegrounds: :were.-opened:'and .2
~-arranged on: the afternoons in-1933 at the réquest of
. the State'Bicentennial: Commission, for twenty. days
- for iexhibition: purpos
"‘.':j«tlsement resulted;;u

S \and which: without adver-

/The -house was ’bmlt\‘at?,vanous tlmes, the W est

end bemg the ‘oldesti At two different times-addi-
‘tions. - were: imadey Iater i ‘hotlse:was moved- “up,
vremodeled ‘and- attached; ‘then. another:: addmon

: %[:':17»1; } oo

/- special . exhibit

the, Visit: of: snearly 21,000

'people Startmg ati 125 the *ﬁrst day and endmg
~ with 94C0-on: the last day although it was rammg ‘
i cats and dogs:: #

Vr——
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asnbullt and Jastly;. the Manager’s house ‘was
moved up. oﬁ,%the)endx across theiroad: i -, - 15

(&

boards (About.i45 years:ago’ these’were: removed

| stant’ painting -and-to-render:ithe house-cooler. in
{ the summeriand-warmer in. the winter;as 'well as
“1.more economm,l torheati At different times-the

remodelei ) : -
| wiThe heatmg and :the plumbmg are so. arranged
R t“hat they «can:be! tirned:onorioff:asthe: house:is

 aréithe doublé-air spaces in the:walls and: the great
thlcl_messx of theiwalls in. the ‘cellar: contributingito
o “%iind .um’form1ty‘;f,'of.:~
formerly supphe‘“ bywarram! from: the: dairy; but

,Shepherd’s Pond*-anch Lake: Towanda, to theilarge

hich:also:servesito! reduce ,
$0. '1t will: throw stream over: the houses i

S part'iof the oopet
‘ " they were taken:down :atithé time that-building

‘[ 12]

. Originally the sides' of the houseuwere clap— ‘

and; replaced ‘with;cement to save the:cost:of con=
:house,. too;: has 'been‘ rearranged and ‘the-. rooms

open ini'wholeior in thxrds Features.of the house
isolidity;-while the air +spaces:make | for.\dryness”
temperature.: The: water: was’
now: comesiiby ; gra.v1tynunder aiheavy i fill- from .
ment tank onithe: top of the hill back of,the houSe, o
The WmdowsAo ithe: glass piazza were': formerly N »‘
nion* Art School -and'when

zwas’altered a.nd added to;: they were brought: up
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o sa1d”to ’beltfrom the oldsic
- the/ufider pamt 38 stated:]
. onei of Mr.' ‘Thomas! Snellsrmost skilled wotkmen
o biover'1 50 yearsiold

‘_by DeLaumtz”'onesoP

A ,old‘hOuse at: the corner of 28th Street and Fourth..
- Avemie; New ‘York“ ‘nearswheré:the Boston-and
. 'Albanvaurnplkes crossed;-and iwhich/ was erected ‘
o by Mr.Caoper: with: swoodenfpegs because: ‘niails
.. were: unobtamable, thls, too, was.removed- to Ring-
wood: by «MrsiHewitt: asia mattet;of: sentiment.

- Passing along the fronf: of thé house is the-door
ngmal house).on -which
¥ Mr::E::Batirigarten

- e

an omamental volute ‘
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- of - the-steps is. from:

L bar from the W anaqueffurnace The Well dug by
. Robert: Erskme, the:last:fifteen-feet insolid:rock,
is almost SIXty: feet: deep and: has.about fifteen feet
of water; the temperature and level of which never

séem:to, vary‘winter. or summer. The water itself

isvery: pure having-but a slight trace of iron. The.
' pmk smarble: curb;siron work:-and original lead

buckets are: Yenetlan and were secured-and erected

.. by Mrs. .Hewitt. The ornamerits on each side of the
: .‘entrance door are from: ‘Greenwich Street; and- the -
~ volute, the ‘otherof. ‘the pair- which' -were both
"ca.rved free -hand by:DeLauitz:: . .

3 the:: garden are. from the New :
York Life, Insurance Coiripany: Building-on Broad-
 way, N. Y] land the: ‘marble: benchés are an anni- -
. versary.-wedding present . from . Mr. : Hewitt to
- Mrs.:Hewitt. The" garden ‘ornaments  are French
and were purchased and-installed by Mrs. Hewitt.

The columns

“The’ ‘gates “are:from: Astor’s: House .on -33td
Street ‘New: York -and, the Yew. tree by the: side

i ‘by the Sultan Abdul

'~~'The fountam m

[14]

:seed from fruit-from Bey -

Ler: Bey palace,‘Constantmople, ‘where:Mrs- Hew-
. itt -was allowed to- plck :
- Hamid’s aide. . : |
L enter is: mounted on:an-.
' other-one:ofithe ol‘ tmllstones whlch were in use

- .’on the! place.:' S RO

- The, pink serm~c1rcular well curb is’ Venetxan .
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"and Was,an; acquxsxtlon of Mrs and 'the- M1sses
Hewitt,- andthe: caryatxdes against the. wall are

Italian and put.in place*by Miss. Hewitt.
~:The two ‘ornaments on.each side of the- pa.th are
from - Greenw1ch +Street, :New.:York, and  the

" Chinese vase-a. present from Mr.Erskine :-Hewitt -

to the -Misses:Hewitt is: placed on'another ‘of the

mills_tone%:,{’lfhé 'v'gém,tesf:aré Jo_m Wﬂlxam Cooper’ ’
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be sald tos be the only pedlgreed grapes qn’ thls”
S country, and certamly ‘have 12 most ! | remarkable
_ﬂavor. Thelr progemtors Were: brought» to: Spam by
* the Moors when: sthey:conquered: it.:Later:when «
'Ferdmand' and:. Isabella captured Granada, they- S
'royalzprerogaUVe, and no

kept these |grapesias"
S ‘cuttmgs;were everfpermltted toibe made.’ -

o ervWﬂham\ Cunard: was.one: of the, great gtape '.
' specxahsts of: England so,after; he; had-established

" the Cunard. Line to, Spam,.the then King,:.as.a

‘ _mark of | spec1a1 recogmtxon, presented him: Wlth

er W1111am Was 3 great fnend of Mr. Hew1tt .
and many) years, later, When Mrs. Hew1tt ‘was.
bsallmg from. England.. for home, she - found a

_ ?package of: cuttmgsifrom these _grape vines in her
. cabin as a _present. from. S1r Wllham, and from
A.these the present: vmtes Were propagated

The httle log‘ cabin, - now a place for gardenr
s, ‘was formei'l a I;Iay

- pl e completely ﬁtte : “u w1th_ the olif‘l‘!spxt and
' ' ddle .pens, wa.ﬁie'

.MISS EﬁG Héw1tt,to malée cakes and_xthe most
j [ 16] '
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o dehcxods crullers, doughnuts, cookles, etc., as well
‘a8 to icook ‘the home made ‘sausages. For all of -
- ‘which' she was fjustly famous.
AL the request”of the. Phlladelphra Expos1t10n ‘o
S Commrttee of: 1876, Mr. Hewitt loaned sufficient
. utensils,. Splt crane and splders, etc. tofit up an
.., entire: kitchen- iof the Revolutionary: period. of -
b6, for the.. Exposmon But ‘after the close of -
. the; Expos1t10n, these were, not ' returned and
e When -enquiring the reason why, was:; lnformed ‘
" that they had heen lost ’
‘ i ';collectron in:the: hlladelphra Museum

w.years ago there was

" In th c_ellar of the, house remain still the dog

: 'v‘-churn and"many of these ‘household utens1ls, as
- - wellas wooden utensxls and 1mplements and ‘many
. -:_'«of the old fu.rnace tools IPTETEI

The old letters found m a trunk in- the house

- ere given away, by Mr.: Hewrtt:

visitors’, "books- of ngwood are most

. The

umqu and extraordmary, Tunning. back to just
o 'subsequent to the Civil, War, they are’ filled with’
L 'poetry, dlustrated w1th water colors, drawings-and
record hosts of names: of those dlstxngmshed in all

walks of hfe, as well as. contalrung many minor

_ '.hghts, ‘seven large volumes in all, and serving to
., show well the’ atmosphere and the wide and varied
Lo actrvmes of the grea.t house through this penod of -

[17]

!
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- wood in great style Wlth a brass band but sent no

: fmoney back to England which. could be used for
: v'd1V1dends, so'he was removed: and placed on trial
for waste| and - graft. ‘Tradition .also - relates that

~ . when because -of Hasenclever’s mlsmanagernent

'the place dld ot pay, ng George ‘was:persuaded

i 'by his: entourage to'sign the: tax on tea from which

ity has-béen: inferred- the Company was -to bene-

'.'ﬁt ‘in sonle manner, so “that' ‘the “place “may be

satd to ! have ‘been’:the ‘cause of the ‘Revolution,

- Hasenclever ‘was:succeeded for two' years by: John,
,_‘~Jacob Faesch and ‘then "Robert ‘Erskine- was" sent

out; as Manager. At-that time Erskine ‘was one of

- the'few' engineers; ‘including Washington, ‘in-this

country.: When: the:Revoliition broke out Erskine

- sided -with the:'‘Colonists*and' was: appointed by

. and 4§ such made:}
-mcludmg those for’ Washmgton’s Jersey campaign,

' ".TWashmgton, Geographer and Surveyor :General

to'the Revolutlonary Armles, i.e:, Chief Engineer,
jost of the - military: maps,

filling ‘the’: ofﬁce unt:l h1s dea.th and the advent

‘ 'of Kosciusko;::

"‘From the: opening: of host111t1es, Robert Erskme

‘..mamtamed A company of: troops ready to’ march
- on*24’ hours’ ‘tiotice; but: theimaking ofiron-being
-more 1mportant _even than mdltary 'service, ‘it was .

:-fnever ca.Lled out':‘but once for ‘active ' dutyy and
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and: the\ ralders ﬁndmgvmuc
“cellar 5proceeded to iget::

: such ‘as: cannon ba.lls, stnp iron
' fcludmg 2 large portion of the chain which-was laid
. acrossi the: Hudson at1Wes Potnt ‘Was, made ‘on the

- ‘j-that an. Enghsh Colonel‘
. tody of Robert Erski
. they became qu1te
. ahdirum toddies afté dmn
th‘e‘{.«Cblonel?:obt‘ainé ;
. ’-'forma.twn, ‘some- ofiwhmh he succeeded in. trans-
Lo ’»:‘mlttmg to'the: Bntxsh /SO that ar genera.l :order. was
i .~’1sst1ed that the? place and Robert Erskine- should

‘house 'was' ﬁrsg bume. M1
vher mght dress*with - herwatchi:in : her sl1pper,
um 3 ‘and :wine in‘the
drunk; thus.delaying the

f the! furnace-forge.and

birnirig and- destructlon

- other: buxldmgs, and giving: sufficient time for troops '

to-be.summoned and-drive; \them oﬂ’ c
ed 'n'the Revolutlon,
,4--p1g ‘iron,. etc .y in-

1 As3 2 large partof the1ro

ition irelates
) _‘oled in“the “cus-
€ "at: Rlngwood and that

;i tHe course:of which
‘deal of: *mlhtary in-

[23]

skm" escapmg in

ar; places andin -

ndl dﬁnkmg ‘mulled’ port

—rrrT————
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. ‘never: be mentxoned fin: ’orders,-sletters, papers or

correspondence, and zmany ‘of:the: documlents dated

Gl merelyf‘Headquarters”» are! supposed?to have ‘had

'NeW:"f., ork wo | becotne the argest icity: on':this
continenttand-ipossibly:iniithé:world;;andi that:the
| inhabitants -werérentitled:to the best: there ‘Was as-a
parkwand‘ ‘recreation:ground: ind:: that 50,000
~acres. ‘should: 'be: taken:in ithis :region; with: Ring-

.| wood: apprommately-‘?as ‘a: center » for rsuch’ ‘pur-

" ' poses ”V.‘A"map mad Tby Erskme of the- regxon,

R 8

: ffthe couptryfwa alsb “supposed "to:have\ sald “that ‘

cons1dered by Genl feWé,éhlx;gton dm-mg our. Rev—'_ v
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olutlonary perlod The mdncatlon of - vanous loca-
 tions by::the attachment "of sthe‘names sof our dis-
tmguxshed revolutxonary ‘heroes is' s1gmﬁcant -of
- thevextent: toi'whichi the ‘region: was' occupied dur=:
‘ingthé war. Comparmg this rmap ‘with that of the
U S. Government : fails to+'discover  essential
' ’qri onel‘hundred and: tWenty-ﬁve 'years.

AR BT RS

o StatevoP.New Jersey were 'a1nfa1né'<i at ngwood j

through Tuxedo, and i tha‘t Way many of the:’

leadmg Generals and cha,racters of the, Revolutron
: ,rough ‘or spent the mght at, ngwood

sﬁch ‘aslencoln, Howe,, etc. Washmgton himself

paymg'_'_ ;number <of -such - visits 1as ;s evidenced
_from entries, in. his :expense.. ‘account:- showing
washmg done : at- Rlngwood -and., horses. shod.
- Three separate; times Washmgton spent. Jonger

penods at: Rlngwood mamely at the time'of Major.
Andre séxecution  and’ ‘for -*Erskine’s : funeral,

~when the shutters:were closed in his. headquarters

at ngston, atthe: t1me ‘of the Pompton Mutmy,.

[25]

Edward L Partndge”~ :
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- that'these’ furnac
- the Rebels could procure Shot & Shell; and that if
- the Govertitrient: pay'for' them, they-would burn

f_'}"fthem dow,}
- country. ‘AlL the’property twas. conﬁscated and after

. whed” he was’ supposed; o have. spent - nearly the

o weekiat ngwood,; ind-also-when- he:celebrated
. the ‘Deglaration of:Peace: with: ‘General Lincoln
dnd: othcr:s by 2 dinner for which event it was:said:

o guestsy came. ‘gut: frorm«as far .as (New - York -and
: .i.tzha.tz ;everyone. got quite-merry.; . -; :

1A partial record,of inhabitants of ngWOOd hav—

| : mg served. with the Revolutlonary forces has been

cornpl.led,. and consrdermg, the present populatmn

g 1s surpnsmgly large, Wthh shows that ‘there must
- have been, many more mhabltants in the regxon then

ExrnAcrs FROM “FAMILY‘ RECORDS
CQLLECTED BY“WILLIAM JACKSON

“Soon after the”"Revqutlon commenced Lord
.Sterlmg repres' ted ‘to” the' British- Government
Were 411 there: were, by which

"hich. they'did, -and- then- left the

many ‘years' was bought by- Martm Ryerson, Esq:

| 7.?\'- ‘of Pompton, who ‘owned it at the time he died, at
- an advanced age, nipwards of - 90. years. o ‘

Lord' Sterhng’s fepresentations’ -were untrue,
| [26]

i
&
i
i

[P PN

A g b et a8 2

s -
S T e e e
— —



iy o

: Reproduced atthe Nanonal Archives |

e oSt

e e g e g e .

[w]

rowtes 12

|
|
i




Reproduced at the National Archives |

hundred acres’ of land, of which there is upwards
ofls six’ hundred dcres’ cleared two- hundred' and
ﬁfty acres: ofr good meadow, wrhich is now regularly

mowed b i
- wit] I

ce ‘, C LITTR
T 1ronayear‘

REN A

fect repair,

Amencan Company (the former propnetors of “
“this: estate) as, seats for., forges and a grist mill;
others have never, been occupied.at. all The wood :
on this tracts. excellent, and in, 1nexhaust1ble quan--

tities, within one. mile of the: furnace; besrdes coal-

houses, workmen’s houses, and.all other buildings

necessary as appurtenances 'to the iron-works.

" Therelisi-on" this . estate. an elegant Mansion

House, 92 feet front and. dbout 30 feet-deep, on

[-,.2,8 1

Th1s ‘estate “Contains about Six: thousand two

des.a large quantxty of land capable,
expen e‘, of bemg converted into ex-

A Ve A e {12 ey ST A
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o ywhxch there has lately been expended a large sim
Aof money, and is now in perfect repa1r. The. Wood I
‘ : I
/!
|
¥

e e o e

_ Iy o ‘a.ny others i New Jersey, the Wood
An great abundance;- and the estate orie of thé best ,

i objects of - speculatlon now -at, market These two o

A
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- leavmg ‘this plac "tomorrow‘evemng, 50 as to-ar-
’ rlve in the' Vlcuuty of your cantoriment in the eve- '

J 'é _fme :ind plac_ *Wlll be sold

T General Chnton, or
New 'Yorkv Brlgade, Morns-

mng, ‘and’ the next mornrng ‘early will’ rewew the
| [ o

e it Il
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ey
B -troeps, ‘a‘nd proceed the: ‘same’ day as: far as’ ng~ L
‘wood. As'it is rather dangerous -remaining’ at - !
. “plight sin> the sclove, you will -please: to;send 2 :
i v-captam’Sf guatd from; your: brigade: to-remain at i
-:ngwoqd’éthe mght the General stays there. You 7
N ‘Iﬁ
r' w
§'
. |
§ known as’ the “Clove” and is 50’ des:gnated in‘all i
I the old rcorrespondence and, docu:hents The Tocal - t
} * ‘names, ‘too, aré{not’ only qmte 'characterlstxc, ‘but |
} : 'mterestmg The‘ namesof some of the Lakes dte i
i asifollows: ‘Tawinda, “Tuxeds, - Wawayanda, ‘{
I ‘AWOsung, et ‘Thenanes of some of the brooks are, |
i " Wanague;: Cirpsaw;’ Pequest ’~-'R1ngwood etc. The i
o namesiof some of the: mountams are, Wxnd Beam, |
L Whaleba.ck, Hope and: Board: e i
‘ : Amswmng the frequently: rexPressed ‘femmme ;
I fst'
= r;
! :
SR )
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F» _ :, | has nearly faded away

Lastly, andiseldomy;: the: unusual ghost of the

house, only heard meoux:‘ rooms. one stormy:: or
. windyy ‘nights and Whos wakes: sleepers out: of a
- sound: sleep: ‘when he: opens ithe front door; walks

_ ‘number o the

A ther ahlusiné- story is) told of the Rlngwood

it *;number ‘of:steps ! itoithe: ‘stairs, the right
landmg"aeross the landmg up to

- bull} Whei: the owners-ofithe place: ‘got in financial
S dliﬁcultles and could not*pay, the iSheriff, ‘amongst
 .Other! itens; wised Ffoviadvertise ‘the ‘bull: for “sale.
"".;‘.Extensmns of debt were'6btained-and: some ‘were
" “paid of what were owed. When the matter would

~lapse. “Then When thmgs got in 4 bad way again,

".the bull ‘would be advertxsed and this went on

~over a ‘period’ of years. Fmally when conditions

- got: partrcularly bad; the’Sheriff called and said

~he must really seize: the bull and sell it, when he

. ‘was'told by the owner, Mr. ‘Ryerson that unfortu-

: —vnately the bull had been killed and. eaten two
- years: before.

" Until the advent of Peter Cooper, there was.

practrcally no-cash in- the locahty Goods and sup-
'Y"__"plles were: rece1ved every S0 often and were  dis-

[33]
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GATE FroM MippLe DurcH REFORMED CHURCH THROUGH wHICH MR, A. 8. HEWITT WALKED
For His CoLumBiaA COLLEGE GRADUATING EXERCISES IN 1842, AND CLIMBED BY ALEXANDER
HAMILTON TO HARANGUE THE MOB,

i > :
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T TERRACE AND TREES PLANTED IN HONOR OF Peace oF GHznT

NG FRON

T

SoUTH VIEW OF THE RINGWOOD HOUSE SHOW

RYERSON.

8Y Mgs.

|
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
~ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

 FEB 16 1935 v

Hon. A« Barry Moore,

United States Senate.

My dear Senator Moore:

¥e have received your letter of February & in which you state
you are interested in lsarning the steps which must be taken by
individuals who ave desirous of having & site considered for a national
parke
National parks and monuments are established to preserve areas
which sre universally recognized as outstanding exemples of mejor iypes
of Americen lsndseape, or sites of great historie or scientific value

to the entire Americanm publiec. National parks are established by
aets of Congrese while nationel monuments may be set aside by Presidentisl

Proclamation.

Your reference to the property lknowa as Ringwood Hanor or
Ryerson House in Passaic County, has been noted, and our Historieal
Division is studying this matter.

In case this aryea were to be considered for administration by
the National Park Service, it should be free from private ownership
gs there are no funds available for the purchase of this lsnd for

park purpcass.
For the Director:

Cordially yours,

(SE0) CONRAD L. WIRTE,

Gonrad L. Wirth.

/ j Assistant Direstor.
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. UNITED STATES : .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

February 27, 1938

Mys Hartin Je Hogenoem p,- ‘
176-177 Eagt 15¢h Street, YAl
Pateraon, New Jersey. ' 'J-y
Dear Mr. Hogencamps
The National Park Servies has roceived your letter
of February 86, to which you dttached a newspaper sditore
fal on the 0ld Byerson Houme, in Ringwood, New Jersey.

This Service is very glad ¢o obbain this information
whioh will be valusble for our filess We thank you for '
gending this olipping to use ‘
Your inteyest in this matter ig appreciated.
' Sincerely yours,

D) A £ “EMARAY

G
(§.¢. Be Demarey,
Aoting Direotors

VEC3:ICS



UNITED STATES | /é/”/é’(

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [
: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ' T/mg/a/

WASHINGTON Q e

Maroch 135 1088

¥ro Hirem calld.ns,

Chuivman, Ryerson House Commiszion, D Ny
wE Broad s . £¥ . g Jres
Ridgewgod, Eew Jorseys E {}-’% %

Dear Mry Calidns:

. The Hational Park Service hus received your letter of
February 8, with envlosures, dealing with the park possibile
1%y of “fhe Forges and Manor of Iﬁrrgwod“ in Passaio County,
Hew Jardey.

This 4is mauhbedlv p beautiful and hi.atorio trast, and
. ‘the Higterionl Division of thia Service huas bean ashked o
make & study of its pobentialities for develomment s o na«
tionst higtorieal parkes Howover, the Nutiomal Park Service
. hag np fumds for the purchass of cuch nu &ress In the orsos
t4on of mational histerioal paviks or monumentn, we are ususlly
dependent upen domations for acquisition of tho necussary -
lande and progerticss Tho existonce of Morristown Hational
Higtoriecal Park, whioh you mention i your lettor, ig due to
the generasity of the Washington Associntion of Dew Jovsey,
the btowa of Morristown, and geversl private individuals, who
dousted the land embraced within the present aves of the parks

Tour kindness in calling this matter o our attention ig
- 'appreaia*;adq :

Sincerely yours,

(SGD.)»A E, DEMARAY
Ag-ging Direcier

HE3$ICS
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OFEEHE INTERIOR

Governor Slgns Measure
——Mayor Writes to the
President :

Governor Harold  G. Hoﬂimaﬁ]{

last night signed the bill spon-
sored by Assemblyman Schroe-
der, of Bergen county,
ing the Ryerson House commis=
sion' for ' another wyear. [\The
,commissioners are Hiram = Cal-
king, of  Ridgewood, chairman;
Martin ' J. Hogencamp, of this
city,  vice-chairman, and  Miss
Charlotte C. Aycrigg, of Ridge-

extend- |

L ~ ONAL PARK SEF
i 1! % it

RYQ]‘SOH House |
Board Continues|

commm—mmon-- NATIONAL |

wood, secretary.

~ As a step toward creating a
pational park at  Ringwood
Manor, Mayor John V. Hinch-
liffe at the request of Mr. Ho-
gencamp, has sent a letter fo
President: Roosevelt, urging the
project. :

The letter follows: |

“I have been requested by l\rh :
Martin J. Hogencamp, of this city,
to recommend to wvou the estah-
lishment of a, national park at
Ringwood Manor, N. T,

“Thig partlcular location is the
site of ‘the Ryerson house which
has a very historical hackground
and iz quite accessible from any
part of our state. Land could un-
doubtedly be secured at a very
reasonable price,

“I am of the opinion that this

Iocation is suitable for a National
Park.?

Al

T _ ‘
3 Rt
‘ |
)
IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room:

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,

T, 5. GOVERNMENT FPRINTINO OFFICE: 1633

6—7410

Director-

TWO

by Mr. Hogentamp, Wwiho is'a mem-
' ber:of the state commission named
last y=ar fo study the manor as af

‘tion, ib'is beins referred to the Sec-

centering partaculally around north-

RingWood Vanor

. National Shrine

Suggestion Made By Mav-
tin Hogencamp Received |
By The President

Proposal tha.t the fedfr&l govern- i

ment take over Ringwood Manor |
as..8 natwnal shr‘ne is now under
gonsideration by Harold L. iIckes,
secretary of the interior; it became
known yesterday, following the're-
ceipt’ by Martin J. Hogencamp Of
3 letfer from the White House,
The suggestion that the goyern-
ment maintain the celebratad his:
torical spot in this county was re-
cantly made to President Roosevelt

pousmle state | park. M. ‘Hogen-

| camp & few days ago received from |
Liouis :Mc Henry Howe, secmtar‘, to !

thet pra ment, }

the following  ‘let-
tess : ,
~The Whit__e House
-~ Washington
- “Januarydis,
“My dear Mr. Hogencamp:
“your. Iztter ‘of ‘January tenth
with: the enclosed clipping, has been
recelved. By the President's direc-

S1a350

retary of the Inter or, who has jur-

isdiction''over the Natwlml Park

Sewie for  consideration.

. “Very sinesrely yours,
“LOUIS McH. HOWE,

“Secretaryito the President ”‘ ‘

Becauce northern’ New  Jersey,
sth Passaic county and its Ramapo:
mountains, was so  largely instru-
mental incshaping the destiniesof
our early days, and has assumed so
commanding -and af the same! time
so interesting & parg in American.
history, .Mr. Hogencamp « believes:
thie R;n«wood manor, associated as
it was so intimately with the eyents

of the Revolution and palf:icularly i

with Washington's: activities in ‘this:

vicinity, should take its place along- |
side cher famous Amencan mem-* !

orials :

Rlngwood ma.nm was the soat ‘of
the ‘sarliest dron mining activities
in the American colonies, was the

Revolutionary home of R.obert Frs- |

kine, friend ‘and surveyor—general
to Washington. =
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Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States, -
Washington, D.C.

 Your Exéellency:

I have been requested by one, Mr.
Martin J, Hogencamp, of this City,

to recommend to you the establishment -

of a national park at Ringwood Manor,
N. Je. . - AN

This particular location is the site
of the Ryerson House which has a very
historical background and is quite
accessible from any part of our State,
Land could uadoubtedly be secured at
a very reasonable price.

I am of the opinion that this location
is suitable for & National Park.

Respectfully submitted,

By o pre "'rwenty Second,
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UNITED STATES W

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR w

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON "

My, Martin J. Hogencamp, ‘
The IAOvepaIL Cdiapany,
175-177 Zast 15th Street,

Paterson, Hew J’wsey.

B has received your 1attar of
affilso received by reference your letters
of January 24 and@arch 23 to President Roosevalt congern=-

You will recall that we have already written to you on
Pebruary 4 end Februnry 27 concerning this matter.

1 em enclesing & copy of = letter recently sent bo kr.
Hiram Calking, the Chairman of the hyerson House Commission,
which will explain our attitude on this subject.

Your interest in this metiter is appreciated.

Sincsrely yours,

...... ‘\_ L

Arno B. Cammerer
Pirector

Enclosure 581174
GE:bvw
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UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ' N <
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M
WASHINGTON
April I, 1985
Hone Jols Ve Hinchliffe, e
 Hayor, Oty of Paterscn, d] v
City Hatl, ¥ Pxf‘
Patarson,; Hew Jersey. Q( VQJ
My dear Hayor Hinchliffe: t \

The Yational Park Service kas received, by roference
from President Roosevelt, your latter of dMarch 22 concern~
ing the propsosal to mske u nationsl park of the ares known
as "Ringrood Manor" in Pessnic County, New Jerseye

¥e have already written to lire Hiram Calking, the
Chairman of the Ryerson Houwe Comnission in eonnsection with
this mabters« A copy of our letter to him, which vill exe
plain our sttitude on this subject, is analeseds.

Your interest in thiz matter is eppreciateds

Sinwrely yours,
A E D DEMARAY
(SGD-)

i ASSR,: -Demarayy ¢t
Aﬁ‘b‘ing i Director, .

Enelosure 631260

HK:ICS
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

April 28, 1935

Mroe He E« Blanchard, }?} ~ Al
Bloomingdals, & "i
Hew Joraeye Lf A é;"é W
iy dear Ers. Blanchards ¢ ;E

e

The Yatienmal Park BServiece has recoived your letter of

March 13, with enclosure, concarning the proposal %o rnke
a national park or the old Ryorson Ferge in Bloomingdaloe

Tou will recall that wo wrote you in rogard to this
matter on dJenuary 81, 1935, Although thie site &8 of some
hiptoric intorest, it is not folt that it bvolongs in the
group of nations) parke and monuments edministered by this
Service. pg tho Jocal authorities of your community
could be intorested in tho proservetion of this old mill.

The booklot enelosed with your letter is beimg re-
twrned, in acvordance with yomr request.

s Sincorely yours, .. . ..
(8GD. ARNO B, CAMMERER

Arno Be Cammerer,
Director

HK:ICS - | | %
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UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ’ - m
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .
WASHINGTON

April 27, 1935

if-
¥re Hartiz J, Hogencamp, t’fg\) g*mf*‘*
’ 175%%77 Bant 15th Street, g S
Patavdon, Bow Jorseys \\) Wgé}
4

&

Your lotier of April 10 fo President Rooamlt. and
your letter of April 24 to Seeretary Ickes, conserning the
propoted establighment of ¢ nationnl historical park in the
ares knovm a8 "Thé Porgss and HManor of Ringwood™ in Passsio
County, MJ’W ‘havo bean referred o this Serviee for
sonsideration.

As you will recall, we havewrittentoymmrebmry
4, February 27, and April 6, 1986, iu regard to this mattor.
I om enclosing for your informatien s eopy of o lotter swnt
to Hr. Hives Callding, the. ohoiruan of your Comninoieon, om
‘bhiﬂ ‘subJouds, which will explain our ettitude in this mat-

[ ]
Sinc‘arely yours, -

ARNO B. GAMMEREB

Arno Be Conmerer,
Director

L)

Encloture 622216
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“Respectfully referred to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for consideration
and appropriaﬁe acknowledgment.

(Sgd.) Louis Mc. H.. Howe

LOUIS McH. HOWE

SRUIONAL UPARK ST ¥y NG Secretary to the President
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, UNITED STATES
; DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON

¥ry Martin Je Hogoneamp,
1784377 Buat 1&th Streot,
Paterson, New Joreaye

Deay ¥yrs Hogonoampt

Your latter of May 16, with enclosurs, to 'Pt'e 1 dent
Hoosovelt, conusrning the proposal to make o national his«
torical momumont of the arca Imewn as the "Forges and Maner
ef Ringwoesd", has been referred te the National Park Service
for sonsidargtion.

Ag you know, we have elrendy written to you on Pebruary
4, February 27, April 6 and April 21, and havo algo written
" to lre Hirem Calking, the Chairman of the Rysreon House Com-
migssione & copy of oux' latter 4o Mrs Calking was ﬁnalouea
in our lash lotber to you.

= Inasmuch B8 this is en area which 48 being offered for
-gale the Hational Park Service can tuke no further action
ir aonnestion with the matter, as it has no funds with which
%0 soquirg lunds of this linde
Sinosrely yours,
{aD) 6. A-Mosm
Ay BEi Demaray,
Avting Dirootors

HE3ICS
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

UNITED STATES %
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR m

June 15, 1986

¢ .
| (N
Yy, Mﬁ d+ Hogeneamp, ) 7 ':;&}"‘
175-X77 Bagh AGth Strect, E N
Paterson; New Jorseys

c' 4
B oawr
A ¥
e
- A

Doar Mrs Hogoncamp:

Your lobter of June 4 Yo Fresident Roosovont, with emolosure,
aoncerning the 014 Ryerson Houss, at Ringwood Hanor, had buen ro-
forpad to the National Park Service for consideration.

We bave already written to you several times in regerd to
thia old homes Although thie byilding ig wndoubtedly worthy of
provervation, it is impossible for the National Paxk Sepvice %o
take any aotion in thds matter. The ares has boen offersd for N
\_ sale and this Sorvice has no available funds with which o pur- o
\ ’ ohese sltes of thia Xind, :

Your continued intersst in this matter is approciateds

8inoorely yours,

BGD) arwo g, CAMMERE
R

; Arno Be Cammerer,
{ - Direstor

ICs
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INTERIOR : |
GARRET A. HOBART CHAPTER RECEIV i
D. A. R. JUN 25 1935
RERSON. NEW JERSEY OFFICF
Vigy THE SEORE ! .

10 HATL PRI (‘\\}

#400 Lafayette Avenue %é@ﬁ.
% Hawthorne, N.J. }H..’ R A
3 o, o, W2 P Sk

June 22nd, 1935.

MA!Ls AND F\\f—5

Hon. Harold L. Ickes,
S8ecretary of Interior,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Dear Sir:-

Re: Ryerson House, "Ringwood Msnor",
Ringwood, Passaic County, N.J.

A Cooperating with other patriotic socities,

I am writing to ask your interest in placing before

our President the acquisition of this beautiful historic
estate for a NATIONAL SHRINE.

;! It is located in Northern Passaic County,
and was the country home of Robert Erskine, friend of
and ‘Surveyor General of George Washington. ‘The house
rests in a beautiful setting of more thari a hundred and
fifty thousand acres, and the massive and beautifully
appointed rooms contain hundreds of relics which would
be of untold interest to visitors from far and near.

Garret A. Hobart Chapter of the National.
‘Society of the Daughters of the American’ ‘Revolution
respectfully requests your consideration of this matter.
Very truly yours, ,
%&T

hapter Regent.

(Mrs. John H. Vermeulen)



Reproduced at the National Archives

Jel,
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE W
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June 28, 18985
#ai
7 ol
& L
Hiss Elenngr Mombert, ¥
Publio Sehoal Now 14, . w fg{”
Faterson; New Jerceys 5o {i,
7 I *4,? '
Deay Miss Houborss Lo :;

Your lgtter of June 10 to President Roosevelt, concerning
the proposal 4o make & nationsl histoarical park or monumenb et
"Ringwood Henor" in Pessale Ocunty, New Jorseyy hay bean gafer~
red bo the National Park Service far eonsiderations

This is undoubtedly a beautiful and historio areas Howe
gvery this Servies has no fuuds with whish to asquire sitoy of
this ¥inds In the ereation of national parks amd monuments we
ere usualiy dopendent upon dongtions for cbtaining the nodoge
gary lands end proportiess

Your interest in this matter is appreciateds

Bingerely yours,

(5L,) HILLORY A, TOLSON

m)lory A&+ Polaon,
<., Asting Direcbore

HK:ICS
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

June 28, 1935
g"‘ : %
lrge John B Vazmeulm, Y %
400 lafuyotts Avenue, ' 5 &7
_ Eawthoayne, How dorcaye
Dear Mrse Vormeulent /iéé !

Youy letter of Juns 28 Lo Soaretary Iokes, amcsmin;g tho
gmpuéal $o make 2 national hivtorieal parl o monument sk
Ringwosd Manor® in Pagsaic County; New Jerpoy, has been rofore
rod to the Hationsl Park Sopvice for considorations

This is undoubbedly o beawtiful and histeric arcas Howe
gver, thig Servics has no Hands with which $o aoguire aites of
thiz kinde In the oreaticn of maticunl parks and nemuments wo

are usunlly depepdent upun donations for obtaiuing the neceasary
lands and vaws

Your izx‘ba‘x‘aat in this matter is appreciated.

Bincerely yours,
S A. TOLSO®
tw.o-)-mm BY A

Hillory As %odnon,
Aotivg Dirovbord

HK/ios
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© ' ..they bave no fands aval

R ibgm& iasue at ’ch g -L-ime. .

- per amam;.-i;t am

-portunity to lay before you in p
-venienge, further details of ‘this .mogt intorest:
_proiee‘b, ‘together
'-sure you will 1,_121& them Mtewesting. .

o

HIRAM CALKINS
. ,RIDGFEWOOD.' N, J.°

) anoto HprI. ] : ) ) C . ) - .:f
- Auge2/85, #2. - | | R

We hayve had an inven'bary and a survey maae a.nd have areated ean-

siderable publie sentiment in Favor of the prsjest. State afficials,
howeyer,: say that the deémands of Washington upon the State for its
Relief pzea,’!.ude the State from doing a wihing a=
this. times The Passalo County Park Gommissien seys
la.'ule and the people will nu'b au‘!;horize & new.

, ' The Eederal ;EWA ‘Diregtor ior +hig S‘hate he is: con;E.’medc ta
englneering praja by and hag no funds. a.vaila.blss _Henoe this: appesl
to you, here made in view of an article published in’ the New York

haa been, adopied ‘rational polidy and that a bill just pamsed by

5. auizhe _‘izeﬂ 2 surmy,ﬂm be made. unaa:c ;frour aireaﬂom

' ’I; hé:pe st you ‘w '51.‘-give me *l:he

tions, . - .
person, at your offic

‘ent gnd foture

ing and meritorious
- with soms’ exhi‘bits bearing npan fthe su,‘bjeet. I am

‘In the: meanﬁime, I mrait the cour'l;esy of any eomment yoa nay be

"‘pieased to maka.

Yery traly yaurs |

 Plsu mf/m,

_ Times.yesterday, which states that the preserva.tim ‘of historie asltes:

_ =
-and a.‘k youx aan- ,
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CRADLE OF THE REVOLUTION

The above map follows in many respects the general
outlines of the great map representing the Ramapo Moun-
tain region of northern New Jersey and southern New
York, originally drawn by Robert Erskine at the command
of George Washington, and now one of the rarest carto-
graphic representations relating to America.

The present map shows the Revolutionary furnaces and
a furnace sites at Hewitt, at Wanaque-Midvale and near
! Sterling Lake. Both the Wanaque and Ringwood rivers
i " have been included, as well as the approximate boundaries
" of the 20,000-acre Erskine Lakes Preserve. The outlines
of Sheppard Pond are to be found under-the fish, and
l famous old Ringwood Manor is clearly indicated.
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Ringwood Manor

*. . . second only to Mount Vernon”

Of recent years much has been written about the “American scene,” meaning that background
of pioneer forefathers which has afforded us a groundwork for the development of our na-
tional culture and daily life. Only a few years ago James Truslow Adams appeared with his Epic
of America, and was latgely successful in explaining that we, as Americans, are as we are because
we cannot be otherwise. Being what it was, the early history of America has left a deep impress
upon all of us; and today we only continue upon those national currents set going in the 17th

and 18th centuries.

Because northern New Jersey, centering particularly around northern Passaic County and its
Ramapo Mountains, was so largely instrumental in shaping those destinies of our early days, and
has assumed so commanding, and at the same time so interesting, a part in American history, the
present sketch is an attempt to trace a few of those features which are of both nation-wide and
local appeal. From the early days of the Indians, through the American Revolution, George
Washington and the coincident and subsequent events surrounding famous old Ringwood Manor,
still shadowy and beautiful on Valley Road, northern Passaic County has been in the forefront
of the ever-changing “American scene.” Today it is no different.

page 1




Cupsaw Lake

“The ‘scooping out’ process . . .

Even in prehistoric times, many mil-
lions of years ago, the Ramapo Mountains
were prominent in earth history. Covered
for thousands of years by the great glacial
ice-cap, these mountains were once as
high or higher, and possibly more rugged
and sheer, than our gaunt Rockies of the
West. But the final retreat, or recession,
northward of the vast glacial cover
leveled off the tops of the mountains and
made them round, partially filled up the
tremendous valleys, and presented the
Ramapos to the aboriginal Indians much
as they are today. The path and move-
ment of this great glacier is still traceable
on every mountainside and in every valley,
where grooved rocks show the scraping
of stone on stone.

When, still millions of years later, the
original tribes of Algonquin Indians came
into the Ramapo Mountains to displace
and drive southward the slightly earlier
Cherokees, their place and tribal names
became affixed to the land. These Lenape,
Minisink and other tribes of Algonquins
saw with clear vision, and their descrip-
tive names are the titles in common use
today. The mountains they called
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“Remopuck,” now our Ramapos, meaning
"land of round lakes,” because of the
large number of lakes caused by the
“scooping out” process of glacial reces-
sion. Possibly the most beautiful river in
New Jersey, and certainly one of the
loveliest in the East, they called Wanaque,
or Wynockie, from “winak” and “aki,”
signifying, respectively, ‘“'sassafras” and
“land.” Thus the Wanaque, known as
one of the finest trout streams in the
world, flows through the “land of the
sassafras.”

This “land of round lakes” has further
perpetuated itself in our place names
today through Awosting, now a large and

‘beautiful summer community on the

southeastern shores of eight-mile-long
Greenwood Lake, once known as “Long
Pond,” and Cupsaw, the name of one of
the three large lakes in the Erskine Lakes
chain, which comprises Lake Erskine and
Upper Lake as well. “Awosting” is said
to be the Indian term for “festival,” and
was applied to that specific time of
aboriginal celebration immediately follow-
ing the harvest season. The Indians went
“a-wosting.” The name “Cupsaw”’ is from

On The Wanaque

The “land of the sassafras”
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the term meaning “curley brook,” and re-
lates to the principal rivulet flowing into
the lake, now a famous trout stream.

What would these Algonquins, could
they come back with their bows and
arrows, think today of their beautiful and
clear lakes, still as beautiful and clear as
when they left them, and still surrounded
by magnificent forests, but on whose sur-
faces sleck sailboats and yachts go wing-
ing, fast motorboats speed in races and
iceboats in winter, and around whose
shores all the outdoor games of the white
man are played? Would they yell in
excitement as one of the largest outboard
motorboat regattas in this country is held
annually on their “Long Pond,” or swoop
down and participate in the tennis, horse-
shoe-pitching, iceskating and fishing?
Would they shoot off their clouds of ar-
rows when groups go horseback riding
over their own and other mountain trails,

hunt their deer and drive great shining

automobiles through their glens and over
their high ranges? Who knows . . .?

The Indians likewise called one of the
highest of the Ramapos “Wimbeam,"

Revolutionary Furnace
“Many still stand . . . "
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One Of The Ancient Mines

* ... huge deposits of iron ore”

from a combination of Lenape words
meaning “lone tree mountain.” These
words are “wimb,” signifying the “heart
of a tree,” and “moschiwi,” having to do
with the expression “bare or open.”

Many towns and villages in northern
New Jersey show their Indian history in
such names as Pequannock, Singac,
Macopin, Pompton and Pompton Lakes,
through which last runs the principal high-
way from metropolitan residential New
Jersey to the Ramapo Mountain section.
Even the larger cities, situated on routes
leading to the mountains, show similar
derivations in the names of Hoboken,
Passaic and Hackensack.

White traders, trappers, hunters and a
few settlers began to penetrate into the
Ramapo Mountains about the middle of
the 17th century. At that time the land
was an unknown and unexplored wilder-
ness of great forests, lakes and rushing
rivers, inhabited entirely by the Algonquins
and in turn protected by them. The
Indians, however, were not overly hostile,
and in many ways welcomed the coming
of the new men, bringing, as they did,
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Ringwood Relic

.+ . turned out their molten metal’”

new methods of hunting and ensnaring
fish and game, and new interests. Bit by
bit white families began to purchase the
land from the Indians, and it is from many
of these original purchases, grants and
titles that we have the original source
history of the region. This process of
land purchase and settlement continued
without serious interruption for almost a
hundred years before any event of un-
toward significance came to pass.

Such an event did transpire, however,
with the discovery of copper in 1720. This
ore was unearthed in small quantities in
the foothills of the Ramapos and, while
prospecting for better veins, a further
discovery was made which was to have
a distinct bearing upon the fortunes and
future of the then young Colonies. This
latter event was the finding of huge de-
posits of iron ore, of a superior grade,
and in a region both accessible to man
and adaptable for smelting and forging
operations. Consider what an astounding
disclosure this must have been to the
struggling and aspiring Colonies,
accustomed to purchase all of their
iron utensils from England, and to pay

round, fat prices for them as well! Con-
sider, also, what a setback this must have
been to the “iron interests” in England,
for years accustomed to supplying a fast
increasing and profitable trade in the
Colonies!

This happened shortly before 1740,
and in that year enterprising interests in
New York City and in Newark, two
fonts of capital and engineering skill in
the Colonies, formed a concern known

~as the Ringwood Company to carry on

iron operations in opposition and compe-
tition to the established mills and mines
in the mother country. Almost overnight
a little hamlet sprang up in the very heart
of the mountains. Inasmuch as the com-
pany founding it was known as the Ring-
wood Company, so also did that name
adhere to the hamlet; and, later, the same
name was given to the borough — the
northernmost borough of Passaic County,
lying just under the New York—New
Jersey state line. On contemporary maps
of that early period, Ringwood appears
as a considerably larger community than
did the present-day large cities of Pater-
son and Passaic.

Wanaque Inn in Winter
. . . typical Colonial atmosphere”

"
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Interior View of
Manor House

“and countless docu-

i

ments . ..
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For some years operations prospered, and the hamlet of Ringwood grew in numbers.
Some few years later, however, shortly after the middle of that century, other interests,
and this time from England, acquired all the properties of the original Ringwood Com-
pany, added other properties, and obtained a charter from the English government to
operate as the American Iron Company.

With the coming of the American Iron Company came also a singular individual by
the name of Peter Hasenclever, a man of German birth and descent, but of English ex-
perience in the field of iron mining. This Hasenclever was made general manager, or pro-
prietor, and was che first real iron master in America. It is said that in many ways he
was a man of hard disposition, and with many eccentricities. He even, it is said, had a
German band to serenade him on hot summer days!

Whatever may have been his personal habits, Hasenclever was almost wholly instru-*
mental in making the Ringwood section the greatest iron center in North America. And
if he subsequently fell from grace, was removed to England and tried for mismanagement
and maladministration, it is at least to his credit that he founded the original “Forges and

Manor of Ringwood,” now known as
Ringwood Manor, and one of the most
beautiful and dynamically historical sites
in America. Termed by some as "second
in historical importance only to Mount
Vernon,” Ringwood Manor may soon be
purchased by the State of New Jersey and
preserved as a State Park.

With the decline of the iron business
due in part to the mismanagement of

* . . . beautiful with

age

.
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Hasenclever, the directors of the American Iron Company were moved to appoint in his
place a young mining engineer of Scotch descent by the name of Robert Erskine. And it

is with this young Robert Erskine, intelligent, quick, alert and enterprising that so much | The OId Black- !
of American history and the history of northern New Jersey is interwoven. Erskine came smith’s Shop {
to America in June, of 1771, removed almost immediately from New York to the Ramapo . i
Mountains, and as immediately delved into the tangled affairs of Ringwood and the “Where “Washingtor's: 1l
American Iron Company. horses were shod”

The history of the years that followed is the history of the struggle of the Colonies
leading up to the Revolution. Erskine, by diligent work, rehabilitated the properties and i
extended the grounds of Ringwood Manor. Then came the rumble of war, of Revolu- ]
tion, of struggle that was to sever old ties and fond relationships. Now firmly a part of
the spirit both of the country and of the times, Erskine cast his lot with those secking 1
liberty. And with every knowledge of what he was doing, he cast also the destinies of \
Ringwood, of Ringwood Manor, and the entire iron industry under his supervision on |
the side of the cause of Washington and the American Patriots.

Then began the greatest hum of in-
dustry ever heard up to that time in the
mountains and valleys of northern New
Jersey. The forges of Ringwood turned :
out their molten mertal, and this, when [ :
poured into various molds, became cannon el
for Washington’s armies, muskets, pistols |
and camp stoves for his men, wagon-
wheel rims, axles, couplingpins, bolts and 3
rivets, large and small cannonballs and,

. vencrable with E
glory”
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last but not least, historic iron for the
gigantic chain that was to be stretched
across the Hudson River at West Point
as a barricade against the British ships.

Robert Erskine worked day and night
with his many forges, and their im-
portance was so great, and recognized as
such, that Washington caused armed

guards and companies of soldiers to be -

stationed at and near them for protection
against the enemy. So great was his work

for the cause of liberty, and so great was

the need of an expert geographer and
cartographer, or map maker, that
Weashington personally requested the
Congress to commission Erskine Surveyor
General to him and to all the Revolu-
tionary armies. In his own words,
Woashington wrote to the Congress, then
assembled in Philadelphia: “If such a
person should be approved of, I beg leave
to recommend Mr. Robert Erskine . . .”

Erskine was immediately appointed, and
at once took up his duties, at the same
time continuing charge of the iron works.
He continued, also, to make Ringwood
Manor his home and his headquarters, and
at that famous old place drew and
plotted the famous and beautiful series

Erskine’s Grave
“Washington planted a tree . . .

Again The Wanaque

“One of the finest trout streams in the world”

of maps which meant so much to
Washington's success in his New Jersey
campaigns.

During these stirring times Washington
was often a visitor at Ringwood Manor,
sleeping in the old house, having his
horses shod in the smith’s shop, and walk-
ing about the grounds. Many letters of
his are in existence dated from the Manor
and concerned with the problems of war.
He was at Ringwood during the time of
the famous Pompton Mutiny, called by
him the most critical time of the Revolu-
tion, and was also there when the Manor
celebrated the declaration of peace, ter-
minating the Revolution, by a great dinner,
which drew guests from as far away as
New York City. Washington had previ-
ously been present at the Manor on the
day of Erskine’s death, October 2, 1780,
and, in 1782, in company with Martha

Washington, returned to plant a tree at -

Erskine’s grave.

Today Ringwood Manor is both beauti-
ful with age and venerable with glory.
With its strategic situation in what was
then called “The Close,” the only logical
inland route for transportation and com-
munication at that time between Boston,
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Native Trout
. thousands are annually caught”

West Point and Philadelphia, the Manor
house and grounds can be said to occupy
one of the most important historic loca-
tions in America. This “"Close” is now
known as Valley Road, and leads from
Sloatsburg, N. Y., above Suffern, west-
ward and into the heart of the Ramapo
country.

On the Manor grounds is the old black-
smith’'s shop where Washington's horses
were shod. Immediately in front of the
house is the site and vestige of the old
road where the first 3,000 men were
formed to march to Yorktown, and where
other troops were marshalled for the drive
against the Pompton Mutiny. On the
upper lawn lie a number of links of the
famous chain-type that stretched across
the Hudson River, and nearby stands the
anvil and hammer used in making the
chain. Nearby, also, is a main deck can-
non from the historic old fighting ship
“Constitution,” better known to every
schoolchild in America as “Old Ironsides.”
A few feet farther away is a giant mortar
used in the capture of Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi, during the Civil War, the “carriage”
of which was made by the owners of Ring-
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wood. And at other points are sites of old
forges, old iron crushing and stamping
mills, and old cooling pits for the molten
iron. A hundred yards from the house is
the vaulc-grave of Robert Erskine, and be-
side it that of his secretary, Robert Mon-
teath. And near these are graves of Rev-
olutionary soldiers and Algonquin Indians
who fought side by side under Washing-
ton and his generals.

Although the tree planted by
Washington at Erskine’s grave was de-
molished by lightning some years ago, its
spot is now marked, and a large section
of the trunk is preserved in the Manor
House. There are also in the Manor
House great collections of Erskine maps,
Washington letters, and countless doc-
uments, mementos and relics of the Rev-
olution and Revolutionary leaders. All
these are the result of continuous addi-
tions during a period of over a hundred
years.

As well as those contained within the
grounds of Ringwood Manor, Revolu-
tionary sites and vestiges of the early iron
industry are to be found throughout the
Ramapo Mountains. Many of the old

Releasing Rabbits

. as part of a constructive conservation program’
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The Manor Grounds
. 2 number of links of the famous Hudson River chain"

forges and charcoal furnaces still stand, though somewhat crumbled away in decay; and traces of military
roads still wind helter-skelter over the ridges and down the valleys.

Following the death of Erskine and the end of the Revolution, Ringwood Manor passed into and
through several hands before finally becoming the property of Martin Ryerson about 1807. Ryerson was a
man, in some ways similar to the earlier Hasenclever, of large vision and many capabilities, though not a
possessor of his predecessor’s eccentricities. Under his influence the iron industry of Ringwood again
flourished, and Ringwood Manor was beautiful once again. Ryerson, however, lived only until 1839, and
upon his death all the Ringwood properties, together with the Manor and grounds, passed to his sons. Un-
able to continue the productiveness of the properties, and being ungifted with the proclivities of the father,
the Ryerson sons disposed of the property on September 1, 1853.

The purchaser was Peter Cooper, then widely known as inventor, philanthropist, guiding spirit behind
the laying of the first trans-Atlantic cable, and the founder of the present famous Cooper Union Institute
in New York City. In purchasing Ringwood Manor, the grounds, estate and adjoining properties, Peter
Cooper became one of the largest single landowners in the State of New Jersey, for at that time the
“Ringwood properties” comprised almost 150 square miles of territory, or nearly 100,000 acres.

Upon the death of Cooper title to the properties passed to his son-in-law, Abram S. Hewitt, who later
was to become Mayor of the City of New York.

The present Ringwood Company was founded in 1905 by Mr. Hewitt's widow, and sole ownership and
management of the company’s properties and interests since that time have been vested in that company,
owned by her heirs.

L . = page 2
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. Several years ago the State of New
Jersey purchased from the Ringwood
Company many thousands of acres of
territory in the Ramapo Mountains and
converted them into one of the largest
and most beautiful public water supply
! reservoirs in or adjacent to the metropol-
‘ itan area. This is known as the Wanaque
j Reservoir, and stretches for twelve miles
from the village of Wanaque-Midvale
f almost to the hamlet of Hewitt, on the
’ north, and to the hamlet of Ringwood, on
‘ the east. The reservoir supplies much of
the water used by the cities of Newark,
Paterson, Passaic, Rutherford and scores
of towns and villages in the valleys served
‘ by the Erie and Lackawanna railroads.
The entire section is one of great na-
tural beauty and health-building environ-
ment. All the ranges of the Ramapos,
and their ever-spreading tributary ranges,
wall in lovely valleys, deep and cool,
exhilarating and picturesque. - Here are
white-foaming and icy rivers, swift-flow-
ing and falling through gorge and chasm;
crystal brooks and springs. Here are lakes
—a veritable land of lakes—clear and

“Mine Hole”” And Falls Of The Wanaque

. many were the film sequences ‘shot

sparkling as they first appeared millions
of years ago out of the great glacial ice
cap. Here are the Wanaque and Ring- !
wood rivers, two of the finest trout '
streams to be found near the metropolitan 1
areas. "

Here, too, not long ago, was established

Thiee Pine Boels the great Erskine Lakes Preserve on some
- 20,000 acres of mountain and valley land, :
and incorporating not only the Wanaque '
and Ringwood rivers, but such splendid
trout brooks as Burnt Meadow, High
Mountain, Cupsaw and Hewitt as well
Sheppard Pond, called “lawanda,” mean-
ing “placid water,” by the Indians, years
ago before the passage of protective game
and fish laws a public “meat fishing” |

ground, is said to be the finest natural
bass and pickerel feeding pond in the i
State of New Jersey, and is also included [
in the big preserve. Thousands of trout, ’

all above nine inches in length, are regu-

larly stocked in the leading rivers and

brooks throughout the fishing season, and

. game is released, fed and protected as

part of a constructive conservation pro-

gram for adequate and enjoyable hunting.

“Algonguins . . . hunt their deer . . .

LRI B e o p
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Racing—At The Turn
. sleck sailboats and yachts go winging”

This Ramapo Mountain'section, encircled by, yet.completely set apare from, towns and cities, and look-
ing down upon half a score of golf courses, holds in the Wanaque Valley one of the most beautiful stretches
of country within several hundred miles of New York. Cut through the center at the north by the Wanaque
River, and having spread over its southern area the immense Wanaque Reservoir, the valley possesses a dis-
tince charm which, in some ways and for some indescribable reason, seems to set it apart among mountain
valleys. At the north end, where the Pompton Turnpike cuts across from east to west, the Wanaque Valley
Inn furnishes a bit of typical Colonial atmosphere, and the Wanaque Valley Stables, near by, front
upon almost a thousand miles of Indian trails, bridle paths and ancient and abandoned roads left by char-
coal burners and loggers. This valley, too, some twenty-five years ago, was nature’s “'set’” for the infant mo-
tion picture industry then growing up about Fort Lee, N. J. Around 1910 many were the film sequences
“shot” with the cascading falls above the famous Mine Hole in the Wanaque River as a background.

Together, the Ramapos and the Wanaque Valley, which gave so much in the Revolution, and in the !
Civil War under Peter Cooper, gave even again to their utmost under the Ringwood Company- administra- '
tion during the World War, when their mines and furnaces let flow a continuous river of molten iron for
guns and battleships. In continuous operation for almost 190 years, it has been only recently, during the
past four or five years, when low import tariffs made operations impossible, that the mines were forced to .
shut down. Skeleton crews are still kept available, however, and upon very short notice the mines and fur- i

naces could again be thrown into operation.
‘page 11 |
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- WHEREAS: . It 15 & m%er "f his%rieal renaz& that the property -

~ Imown as "The Forges an

- New JOFEey, ogoupled a SHE
- . olutlon and played & moud
L ._grswk aﬁ:&uggla for Amey

' WD WHEREAS; It is known: Fhat,
.. of that : eg. 1o be mide

‘mﬂw' BS B h&ﬁﬁml presewag

. ‘AND ‘WHEREAS® % has bes G
: .vm a:mw mﬁa ble foz thai; B

s'kapa ta be
" And be it

FURTHEE RESOLVED: That this ;:asomtmn bearing ouzr
. be inseribed in ihe minubes of this Am“‘%?geaﬁn our #igna’

jApzzil 2’?, 1935

- examine inbo this su'bject'-ff}‘f'f .
- -gion %o the J?rﬁsl&anﬁ 0ot
) .that\ sald gommigaion

or ¢ Ringyood™, in Passais Coma

,agié position 1n the War of the: gv—-
portant part in the sonduat of fthat
epaudenea thmaghmt its ﬁmtiﬂn'

Q0220 Washingtan eanaed %% atmtay

ig Bhief Ggographer, Geneysl Robert
mtnend;ing ‘bhai: 1% ve praaa:mea & 7 pés-

Exsking h»:"aa wiew o 1

s_.tgnaﬂ, mem’oara: oa:ﬂ the Raw Ja:msey ‘Sos.
ayqlumn‘ in 4 'ng,l maggmg sagenbled

this nrea o ng; nal ‘;hisw,_,,e park' oz th

4o the dommisgion oreated. ‘" ma»f e

ng P ,er’binent f;a :‘L*ks purpaﬁ_‘, G
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- The above is a copy of . a resolutlon passed unanimously and

.3igned by every member of the N.J. Soc.,3ons of the Amer.Revolu- o

tion at its annval meeting last April. A similar resolution was

, gassed by the Board of Trustees of the N.J.Soc, Daughters of the

levolution and- ‘another by the‘Na%ional Soc at its annual oonven-

tion in Garden clty,_ L.I.; 1ast May. R
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W. WARREN BARBOUR 1 ' COMMITTEES:

NEW JERSEY INTEROCEANIC CANALS
LIBRARY

MANUFACTURES -

'Qlfmcfeb Dlates %enafe | Mumrions FvEgTioATION

POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS

WASHl NGTON, D. C. PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

o INTERIOR DLi.
Aogust 14, 1935 RECEIVED
‘ AUG 15 1938
UFFIUT OF
THE BRORETART.

Z oF THE INTE

O\ A OF THE INT 5
2ECEIVED ‘0

XS PREFARE REPLY %

1

ONAL PARK SERVI
RECEIVED

> WATL PARKS \\\j; ), JOR SEGYS. SIAATURE

\\'?m,ﬂ“\\'/'

The Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

D

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mr. Wiram Calkins, Chairmsn of the Ringwood Manor
Commission, has written you with reference to having the Fed-
eral Government take over the grounds as a Revolutionary Shrine, -

He understands that your Depsrtment is giving con—
siderastion to acquiring such sites and he believes that it
- would be well for your Department to give favorable study to
the Ringwood Msnor project.

It would be helpful to have your advices.

Most sincerely,
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: UNITED STATES /{

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY %
~ WASHINGTON (Y

-

Bon, W. Yarren Barbour,
mmee Stabes Bonate,
By dosr Senator Barbour:

mmw Iokas hos auiind me to pdply to your lotter

of August 14, ooneoraing the prepos o make a nationel
himtorigal pavrk or monument of mmma mm.*. in law Jewsoy.

~ Thd Babional Park Service of this Bapmmt hes made
& pavttal study of this areg, which modms to poshees cone
siGoradble historieal dsuteyosd. However, o fleld investigation
will e nocosuary to dotommine i%e national importanse, It
1a posoidle thet ¢his site could bo hondled later undor tho
provioions of leghelation {&. #073) vhich hes just received

tho approval of Congreoe.

It ie cur uadoratending that the Ringwotd Manoy erdam
15 for selo, Tho Hational Fuyk Sorvice duss not have funds
with ghich o asquire cuch oitea, In tho otvent of the
areabion of nationsl historical porks and monumemts, as well
a8 the prosorvstion of historie sites, we are dependent upen
donations Yox ebiaining the nossssary lands and propartios,
You will yeoall thad cuch vas the case f{n the establichment
of dorvieteyn Hational Hivtorieal Park,

Your inberest in this matter is epprecieted.
Siaceraly yours,

(Sgd.) HARRY SLATTERY

Husry Slettery
Personsl Aosistand
%o tho Scorotary
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UNITED STATES Wﬂ
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W
NATIONAL PARK SERVIGE , o

"WASHINGTON

August 27, 1986

| ¥
Ny dear Mr. Calkins:

Tho Hational Park Service hag received by raferance from
the Secrotary of the Intarier your letter of August 12¢h, con-
gerning the aree in Paseaic County, Hew Jorsoy, Imown agy the
"Porgea sud Manoy of Hingwood®.

: Ou March 13, 1985, we wrote %o you concerning this matter.
The gituntien in rogard to the acguisition of this asreabas mot
mberinlly ehagged since thet timo.

We hope that it will be possible e make a field investi-
gation of the arkgs within ths next few woekse

Sinoeraly yours,

oy A E DEMARRY

Ae E; Damayay,
Aeting Dircetore

HK: Icig .

co=Mr. Cox
> sent (8/26/35) =

= | -
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HIRAM CALKINS

’ ™ . , T
RIDGEWOOD, N. J. / )C
- . [

#4 Wilsey Sguar
Augustv 30, 1935

Mr.A.E.Demaray,

- Acting Direetor

. National Park Service,
Washlngﬁon D.C.,

Dear_ﬂr.Demaray: _ _
' This acknowledges your very courteous
and welcome favor of the 27th, inirresponse to mine of
the 12%th addressed to the Seoretary of the Interlor
and referred to you for attention.

I still have the letter of Iarch 13 from your De-
partment on the subject of the acquisition of Ringwood
Manor, but assumed that the approval by Congress of ;
$.2073 and S, 2074, both of which I have before me, would
aXdéer the situation at this time.

.These' two measures, ag you know, establish the ae-~
quisition of such historic sites as a ngtional poliecy
hereafter, and authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to make & survey of them with a view to such acguisition.
I have no doubt +that Senator Barbour would sponsor any .
engbling meassure that might be necessary. Senator lloore
and Representatives Perkins gnd Seger are both in fsvor.

I note your welcome expectation of making a field
survey of this particular site "within the next few
weeks". If you have never been. there, I can assure you
of & surpﬁlse and an unusual treat. It is a very beau-
tiful spot, replete with hlstorlc interest and rellcs.

The Manor House is closed and unoccupied. If you
"will advise me a day oY two in advance, I will see that
it is available for your inspection. - The Commission of
which I have the honor to be Chairman will deem it a
pleasure to welcome you and your paxrty thers.

Very truly yours

HC :SC | % Ll é/%&éﬁg
| ‘ HIRAM CAIKINS

Chairman Ringwood
Manor Commission
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' UNITED STATES N
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR M

’
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
Jeptenber 14, 18385

Hre. Hirem Calkins,
Chuirman, Ringwood Manor Cammiseion,
Bumbor ¢ Wilsey Square,
Ridgewoed, Hew Jorseys

Dear Mr. Calkins:

The National Park Service has received your lsttoer of
.&ugwa’c 3&. r@garding Ringwood Menor, in Hew Jersey.

_ Bnﬁezﬁ‘&ha provisions of Publioc No. 292, an Aot to pre-
serve historic Ameorican Sites, the Hatiomnl Park Serviee
will be able to broaden and devalop lts program for the
praservation of historic sites and buildings. Howewer,
of mecaessity, there will be some delay in imaugurating
our program inasmuch az no funds are availeble at this
time for tho purchase of property.

The field investigation of Ringwood Manor, montioned
in my letter to you dated August 27, will probebdly be made
by one of our historians from Morristown Natiooal Historle
cal Park, BHs will get in touch with you when it is pose
siblae to make the proposad study on tho ground.

Sinéaraly yours,

ASGD.) A. E. DEMARAY

Aas Eo Demaray,
Asting Direetor.

CI:ICS

co~Mre Cox
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UNITED STATES @Z/’Z

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

~ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
ERS, 24556 WASHINGTON

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OFFICE COPY

Hon. Ws Warren Barbouy,
United States Senate,
My desr Senator Barbour:

Tour letter of December ¢ to Secretary Iockes, with its enclo-
sures, in behalf of Mr. Henry O, Hershfield of Pampton Lekes,
New Jeraey, who wishes to cbtein 4 position s appraiser &t the
Ringwood Manor inm New Jersey, whick iy being investigated as a
possible national historic site, hus been referred to me for reply.

The details of the program for the restoration end preservation
of national historis sites and buildings heave not been worked out,
and it is not lmowmn dofinitely whet personnel will be requireds It
is velieved, however, that the present persomnel of the National Park
Service, which Bervice has immediate supervisien of the program,; will
be sble to carry it outs

For your informetion, all permanent positions in that Service,
with the exception of wnskilled laborers employed in some of the naw
tionsl purks end monuments, are under Civil Service snd, in filling
vacancies, it is necessary to camply with the rules of the Civil
Service Commission.

Positicms under the President’s emergency programs are not subject
%o Civil Service rules and, in the Depertment of the Interior, appoimte
monts to administrative and supervisory positions are made by the
Seoretary from lists of gualified applicants maintained by this Cffice.
These liste now contain thousands of eligibles, end it is expected that
fow new appointments will be made in the future.

1t is regretted thet more encouraging information cennct be offered
yous

Sineerely yours,
{sGh E K BURLEW
By e BURLEW,

Administrative Assistant
to the Secretarye.
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GARRET A, HOBART CHAPTER.
D. A. R.

PATERSON, NEW JERSEY M
: - /QAQ&AQ \.

No.23 Sherman.Avénue,
Paterson’ N. J.,
Fgbruary 8th, 1936.

f Hon. Harry A, Moore,
Unlted State Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir;-

Re; Ryerson House, "Ringwood Manor!
Ringwood, Passaic County, N.J.

o ' This property is located in. Northern Passailc

: County, and was the country home of Robert Erskine, friend
of and Surveyor General for Ggorge Washington. The house
rests 1n a beautiful setting of thousands of aecres, and - .
the massive and beautifully appointed rooms contain hundreds
of relics which would be of nntold'mnterest to visitors from

far and near.

; Co- oparating with other patriotic socleties,

I am writing to ask your interest in placing before the
proper parties the acquisition of this beautiful historic
estate for a NATIONAL SHRINE.

Garret A, Hobart Chapter of the National Society
of the Daughters of the American Revolution respectfully
requests your conslderation of this matter.

Very truly yourg,.
i

‘Corresponding Sectetary
(M1ss Bertha Hardy)
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BURTON K. WHEELER, MONT., CHAIRMAN

ELLISON D, SMITH, 8. €. JAMES COUZENS, MICH.
ROBERT F. WAGNER, N..¥, JESSE H, METCALF, R. I

ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. - DANIZL O,-HASTINGS, DEL.

M. M, NEELY, W, VA, . WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE

WILLIAM H. DIETERICH, ILL.  JAMES J, DAVIS, PA. .
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN. I B,
HUEY P. LONG, LA,

PRED H. BROWN, N. H.

HOMER T. BONE, WASH,

VIC DONAHEY, OHIO

SHERMAN MINTON, IND.,

A. HARRY_MOORE, N. J, *

HARRY S, TRUMAN, Mo,

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
MAUDE W, MITCHELL, CLERK

February 14
19 ’ 36
v PARK SERVIT
WM JeivED N
é\ RE
MAILS AND
Director,
National Park Service,
Department of Interior, _ ~

Washington, D. C.
Dear Director:

The enclosed letter is self-

_ . explanatory and is respectfully
L réferred to your consideration and
comment . '
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UNITED STATES : ’/}ﬂ(\z:
2 4

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR %
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE '

Fobruary %5, 1936

Hon. A« Harry Hopre, =
Unsted Sfpves Semato.
A
Ny dear Semsbor: Moore:

The Nationel Fark Service has raceived your letter of
Pebruwary 14, with sanclocure, concoraing the proposael to make
a2 national historical perk or monument of Ringwood Hamor, in
Hew Jerssy. '

This is undoubtedly o beautiful and historic treet, and
tho Mationsl Park Servico hes alresly made e study of the eres,
as wall ag e field ingpection. However, it is our undersbendisg
that the iimguood Mapor arés is Por sale, end this Service doss
aot have funds widh vhich to avquire euch sites. In tho orca-
bion of national parks and monumends, snd the presorvation of
historic ofbos; we are usually dependoat upon donations for ob-
taining tho necuasary lsnds and proporties. You wili retall
that snoh wes the oase in the establishment of the Morristoun
Nattonal Historical Park.

Your interest 4n this matior is appreoiated.
stnserely yours,
(3GD A. B DEMARAY

At‘_ Eo Em b}
Agting Direstor.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

958 WASHINGTON
T NATTONAT, PARK SERVICE OFFICE CORY ifAY 92 1930 -

Hone We Warren Barbour,
United States Senates
¥y desr Senator Barbours

Your lstter of May 15 to Secretary Ickes, with its enslo-
sures, iz behalf of ¥dr. Henry Grah Hershfield of Pompton Lakes,
Heow Jersey, who wishes to obtain & position as an appreiser in
connection with the investigation of Ringwood lianor as a possible
uﬁwmﬁh,hutbmm“udhufwmhu

Plans for the program for the restoration and preservation
of nationsl historic sites snd buildings hove not been complebed,
aad 1t is not known definitely at this time what porsonnel will
be pequired. It is believed, however, that the preosent persomasl
of the Hational Park Service, which Servioce has immediate supere
vision of the program, will be able to carry it oute

For your information, all permanent positions in that Service,
ﬂammwwnmmmu:dumwm
national parks and monuments, are wuder Civil Bervice and, in
£illing vacencies, it is necessary te comply with the rulss of the
~ Civil Service Comnissione

Pogitions under the President's emorgency programe are not
subject to Civil Service rules end, in the Depurtment of the
- Inberior, appointments to sdministretive and supervisery positions
mmwmmmxw of qualified applicants main-
tained by this Offices These lists now contain thousands of elie
gibles, and 1t is expected that fow new appoinmtments will be made
in the m. X

It is regretted that more encouraging intomﬂaaumtbs
offered youe

Sincerely yours,
AR E KIBURLEW

He Ko BUW.
administrative issistant

to the Seoretarye

‘cc: Mre Chatelain
KDR



HIRAM CALKINS
RIDGEWOOD," N:.'"J,  °°

#4 Wilsey Square
Jube 8, 1936
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Hon,Harold L. Ickes .
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.,

Dear Sir.
{ - On the afternoon of July 4th, The “Ringwood Manor
¢ Commlssion » in co-operation with the Daughters of the Revo-

: lution, the Sons and the Daughters of the American Revolution,
‘the Soclety of New Englarid Women, the State and County Histor-
lcal Societies, and other pastriotic and historical organiza-

!tions of New Jersey, will hold a special Independence Day cél-
ebration a¥% Ringwood Manor, in Passaic County. A committee,
composed. of the local and’ state officials of these organiza-
tions is at work right now preparing the program,. '

Ringwood Manor is the Revolutionary landmark in north-
ern New Jersey which our commission and the patriotic societies
of this State hope will be acquired soon by the Nation, under
the provisions of the "Historic Sites ActY, as a natlonal park
for the benefit of the public. You may recall that the Commis-
sion and Senators Moore and Barbour, of New Jersey, have com-
municated with you on the subject; also that the National Park
Service sent officials of the Morristown National Historical
- Park to make an inspection of the place last December, TUnder.
sgparate cover I am sending you a recently published pamphlet
sbout 1it,

- The program being worked out by the cammittee promlseS'
to be particularly impressive. It will include choral’ and. in-
strumental musilc, patriotic presentations and addresses. ‘The .
effair will be exploited in all the newspapers of " ‘the State gnd
the metropolitan area. The outlook is for a very large gather-
ing, weather permitting. The Committee plans to have a county

- official spesk briefly fot the County and another brief address
by an official of the State Department of Conservation and De-
velopment., Senators Moore and Barbour are also being inv1ted
to speak.

The Committee has requested me to express the hope
‘that yourwill honor us by accepting the invitation, here ex-
tended,to be present and deliver the principal address,speak-
ing for the Natilon. It is prepared to extend a most cordial
welcome and to provide a speclal escort“appropriatevto your of- -
fice. We all earnestly hope our efforts in behalf of this worthy -
project may be honored by the presence of so distinguished a mem~ |
ber of the Administration. Your reply is eagerly uwaited. '

Respectfully yours W. M .
' : Chairman,Ringwood .
Manor Commlssion

1




. TELEPHONE . -,
© RIDGEWOOD. 6-2323

_1Dear olir:

National Park Service,
gﬁashlngton ‘D«Co,

of the Bovolution, the Sons and the Daughters of the Am

HIRAM ‘CALKINS
CLA'M AD!JUSTER
45 NORTH BROAD ST.
RID GEWOOD" ‘
| NEW UERSEY - IR

. LOVED TO #4 WILSEY SQUARE

Hon E,E Demaray
Acting Director

oot on. fhe afternoon of July'4th next, the Daughterﬁf;ft

+ican Revolution, .the Wational Society of New England ‘Women \
“and-various other patriotic and historical socletles of

this State will hold a Patriotic Lssembly at
R IR Passaic. :

004 L
Nads, in co-operation with the Ryer- '
son Eousse uomm1831on of Whlch I happen to be the chairman.

- & committee con81st1ng of the heads of local chgpters.of’
f);these organlzatlons 1s preparlng the proaram rlcht now.‘

This. pIOgram will 1nclaue choral and lnstrumental

 ;mus1c patrLOtlc presentations and addresses. . Among these
will be our, two -United States Senators, the Conuressman

. 0f the district and the Directdr of the State Dapa*tment
i 0f Conservation and Developmént. The Committee and the

. Commission would deem.it gn honor if you would be; presemt '
. on that oecasxon and spaak on behalf of the Iatlonal Park

-Service. = We feel the peoole would be cflad to know some-,

thlnv aboau it.

This affalr will be exploited in alk the newspapers L
of the State and the metropoliten area. The outlook is for,

‘a very large gathering, weather permitting. Influential peo- +
“.ple nereaoouts are interested in it and are seeking:to. induce
_the Seoretary of the Interior to make the :principal address,;

- A formal inwitation has been sent to him. ' We would very
~much like to have you there, too. If by chance -that should
“be impossible, we wonld appreciate it if ydu would send some -
.one to represent youy department. TYour response is awaited

L,,Wlth 1nterest and antlclpatlon. f : : .

Vorv truLy yours .
Gnalrman Ryerson =
House Comdmission

ftittvl

S BONDED IN THE SUM OF $8,000. AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER l_7i. P. L. 1914

U r——— el : N L S St
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ELLISON D, SMITH, S.»C.y cﬂAlRMAli-
BURTON K. WHEELXR, MONT, GIORGE W. NORRIS, NEBR.

ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. CHARLES L. MC NARY, OREG,
GEORGHE MC GILL, KANS, ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
JOHN H, BANKHEAD, ALA. PETER NORBECK, 8. DAK,

e o g B D e YCnited  Diates Denate

LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA

‘JAMES P. POPE, IDAHO i
CARL. A, HATCH, N. MEX, COMMITTEE ON

THEODORE G. BILBO, MISS, - AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J. ‘
LEWIS B. SCHWELLENSACH, WASH, :

: HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN,

Ty
UFCEL O 4 cditia i

|’;
BHCEIVISD ;
JUM 171938

C. A. LAWTON, CLERK

June 11 -
1936 i

Honorable Hsrold L. Ickes,
Department of Imterior,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am transmitting a letter from the
Honorable Hamilton Cross with an invitation.
The letter from Mr. Cross is a detailed
explanation of the affair. I do hope you

can accept.

Sincerelys -
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| great straggle for American Independence thzonghont ids ém:a
e m; WWEAS. It is known that George Washing'oon cause&

Hf o aken to; .
. Ehis pational historic park dxa "mem@nmr,&d theﬂfa:und:efgu
| v.,méﬁt.thi:s«ﬁatmn. &nd be it . :

I

JHERBAS: It is B mﬁ;er of historicafd regord that the pmperty‘ '

»ermn a8 ™he Forges and Manor of Bingwood", in Passaic County: |

gw Jersem pecupled a strategle positlion m the War of the Revs
tion and played a most important part in the sonfuct of tha

of -that ares o b made by his Chief Geographer; Ceners '
4 1%h a . view +to reeommending that it be jpreser‘veﬁ b:’pas-—‘
{- ‘bem'i‘ky as g Bytional P%R?W*"

.AND WERREAS: It hes been made known 6 us that gr— perty
48 now availabl}® for that purpose and that contempla velop«"
'jments _in tiatk area maka 15: advisable that i\t‘ba pr '

That wa the :mﬁersignea, membf 8 cf the Naw aiarse ~?SQ-
Sms of the, &mer.mgn Revolution;  in snnns Yingragsenble
41 is Bxealleney, Franklin Delano Roose

" hese United States, t . tho x
try out tha't worthy 7 - [ mglke. 6f

- PURTHER BBSGLVED Tha. his resolution, baazlng ooy sig,ﬂa‘buxes:,, \
be Inseribed in the miwibes of this annnal meeting and’ fnrmaed
to the gommission ore: 04 by the Legislature. of this Sia’ ey
exemine Inte this sabjedt, o be transmitted by the said eommi, s
o The President; $ogether with whatever daty and sxhibi‘ts
id aommission. deems per’ainani: Ho 1¥s ynrpas, o

D t;fﬂewark Neow Jez:se,v
Kp#il 27, 1935
. BAME | ADDBESS
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WHERFAS: I% is a matter of historiocal record that the property
known as "The Forges and Manor of Ringwood®, in Passaic County
New Jersey, occupied & strategic position in the War of the Rev-

“olution and played a most Important part in the condust of that

great struggle for American Independence throughout its duration;

ATD WHEREAS: It is known that George Washington caused a survey

‘of that area to be made by his Bhief Geographer;, General Robert

Erskine with a view to recommending that it be preserved to pos=
terity as a national park: ' :

AND WHEREAS: It has been made known to us that the sald propexrty
is now availagble for that purposée and that contemplated develop= |
ments in that grea make it advisable that it be pre=empted for
public benifit at this time; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED; That we, the undersigned, officers and members of the
Nztional Socliety, Daughters of the Revolution, in annual conven-
tion assembled, do petition His Excellency, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, President of these United States, to cause the necess-—
ary steps to be taken to carry out that most worthy project and
meke of this mrea a national historic park and memorisl to the
founders; of this nation: and be it

FUORTHER RESOLVED: That this resolution, bearing our signatures,
be forwarded to the Chairman of the Commission created by the
Legislature of the'State of Wew Jersey to examine into this sub-
‘jeat, of which our President’ Generazl is a member, to be trans-
nitted by the said Gommission to the President, together with
whatever data and exhibits the szid Commission deems pertinent

f t0 its purposs.

Done at Garden City, LI.
1935

Do ol Lo,
4 Vil | |
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. WHEREAS: It is a matter of historical record that the property
known as "The Forges and Manor of Ringwood"™, in Passaic County
New Jersey, occupied a strategic position in the War of the Rev =~
clution and played a most importent part in the conduct of that
great struggle for American Independence throughout its duration;

AND WHEREAS: It is known that George Washington caunsed & survey
of that area to be made by his chief Geographer, Genexrsl Robert
Erskine,with & view to recommending that it be preserved to pos- .
terity as g national park:

' AND WHEREAS; It has been}made known to us that the sai& property|

. 1z now aveilgble for that purpose and that contemplated develop-
ments in that area make it advisable that it be pre~empted for
public ben&fit at this time; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED: That we, the undersigned, officers and members of the
Board of Directors ofyfbw NWidisegi Bociety, Daughters of the
Revolution, do petition His Excellency, Franklin Delano Roosavelt
Pregident of these United States, to cause the necessary steps

to be taken to carry out that most worthy project and make of thi
arez & nationgl historic park and memorizl to the founders;: of
this nation: and be it ks

FURTHER RESOLVED: Thet this resolution, bearing our signatures,
be forwsrded to the Chairman of the Commission created by the

subject, of which our President General is a member, o be trans
by the said commission te The President, together with whatever
data and exhibits the said Bommission deems pertinent to 1its
PUrpoSe.

- Legislature of the State of New Jorsey to examine into this ...

Done gt
May to0 19356

NAME and OFFICE CHAPTER and RESIDENCE

;%7d€7éi Kﬁkv@a;‘aﬂgéﬁ””ﬁJ ;3}-'22245 4&”*00%57/2’
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HEADQUARTERS
RYERSON HGUSE @OMMISSION
Ridgewood New Jersey

R T A S . 4 wilsey Square
A A ‘ o o o .June’ 12, 1936°

-»'Dear Compatrlot._;gp'
' S On the afternoon of July 4th, the Daughters of

'the Revolutxon,,the Sons and the Daughters of the American Rev-

ﬁolutlon,ethe Soclety of. New England women, the County Hlstorlcal
: s;and similar. organizations of this State will hold a

- ;1ot1c Assembly". in celebration of Independence Day at Ring-
;woodyManor, Passalc County, ‘under’ the auspices of the’ ‘Ryerson-

- House: Commlssxon. ~.The House and grounds will be turned over to o
:us for that day.-' T ‘ : . S

o ‘ ThlS Comm1351on, you will recall was created by~
act of the Leglslature to effect the.preservation of this famous .
Revolutlonary landmark as a National Park. . It has given a great.
deal of time to the matter;, and the passage of the "Historic
Sites Act™ by Congress -brings it nearer to success. The celebra- , ;
.~ tion: is being. planned as a- demonstratlon in furtherance of this =~ 7.
' =worthy prOJectnu<H;@_ R
‘ : : A commlttee composed of the heads of the above
'organlzatxons 1n Passalc and ‘Bergen ' Counties is arranging the
‘ detalls.: A program ‘has been worked out which includes choral
1.31ng1ng by fifty. voices; instrumental music by a twenty-piece 557,
"band, patriotic presentations and addresses by distinguishe L
.representatives of ‘the County; State and Nation.. The affair &’
will be explOLted in all papers of the State and the metrop“,
an’ area. 4

‘ : The pFOCGEdanS will begin with a parade of the i,
rchapters ‘through the-grounds to the south lawn of the estate by:'"”

delegations from all over the State. - All are being invited. .
Each will be accompanled by.its color-bearer, who will drop out* N
at the speakers' stand and mass the colors there. It is expect- . ™
ed that some will come in unlform. ' : A

R 51

" We would Very much llke to have your chapter
represented by as large a delegation as peossible. The s13e, how-
éver, is. not as important as the representation. We will appre-
¢iate 1t if you will notify-the undersigned if such a representa-
tion will be present, and approximately how many., It should be -

~on the’ grounds at: 2:30 P. M. sharp. We will apprec1ate your co~ o
“‘Operatlon 1n thls worthy entarprlse. Thank you. R

Very truly yours,

St ' o - o Chairman Ryerson
o : . House Commission . .

te i et e e e+ s s e
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UNITED STATES M/ ‘

P DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON
Jome 13, 1936,

mr\t Hivan mm,
Chairzan, Ringwood Manoy Commimaion,

4 M1leey Sguare,
Ridgewood, Yow Jersey,
My dear Nr, Calkines
Just befors leaving the city, the Seoretary acked ms
to aé?motwlaage and thsnk you for your letter of June 8,
| extenaing to him a cordidl invitation to be preoment znd
delivai-zthe principel address &% an Independencs Day sele~
bration a2t Ringveod Mausor to Iw held on the afterncon of
July 4.. Tour letier was presented by Senator Hoore.

The Saoretary aﬁprat:iakaa very mmth the cardial invie
tation and regreta that previons plans which he has made
for that day make 1t impossidhle for him fo acsept.

Sincarely yours,
@Sg@ SERRRY A

+ 2LATTERT

Harry Slattery, |
Pergonal Asslstant to the Pesretary.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
o OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-

WASHINGTON

dune 13, 1936.

Hon. A. Harry Moore,
Uxﬁ.teri siate_,s Senate.
By dear Spuator Hoore:
: 1 .sa_nﬂ.-harawith‘ a copy of a latter %o Mr. Hiram
Calkine which explaing iteslf.

Before leaving the city, the Seorotary asked me to
tell yon that he appregiates your .‘Lnterest jin-the invita~
tion from Mr, Galkina and that he regrats very mh that
previons plans which he made make 1% 1@03311)13 for him
to accept. |

Sincerely yours,
(Bge © momye AT ATTERT

Harry Slattery, g
Personal Asaistant to the Secretary.

Bnclosguras.
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JUN 221936
< OFFICE OF  °
erp\frp 1"1; 5‘;11;1_\le
#4 Wilsey Square
June 18, 1936

" HIRAM' CALKINS
'@DGEwoom N. J.

-;::.-;—7._

. Mr Harry Slattery
Assistent to the Secretary
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.,

Dear Sirs:
This acknowledges your favor of June 13,
by direction of the Secretary, to*whom I sent a
- cordial invitation to be present at the "Patriotic
Assembly" of the patriotic and historicad socle-
ties of this Std e, to be held on Independence Day
_at Ringwood Manor, Passaic County, Ngw Jersey, un-
der the auspices of the State-created Ryerson House
' Commlssion, of which T happen to ‘be the chairman.

On behalf of the Commission, and of. the
Committee on Arrangements, composed of the hegds of
the organizations above referred to, I am instruct-
ed to express our regrets that the Secretary cannot
Ll be present; also that the invitatlion apparently
i T failed to impress him with its true significance.

o We had hoped the , if he could not be present
himself; he would at least send a representative in
his place, because we believed it would be particu-
larly advantageous to the Administration to do so at
this time..

a?~ , ;“ Very truly ydurs
- _ ‘ . ChairmanRyerson
House Commigsion



HIRAM CALKINS
RIDGEWOOD, N. J.
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N e ‘ #4 Wilsey Square
i 3 e June 19, 1936 ,

5, N |
>

Director National Park Service ;?@V'lff{ A
Washington, D,C., _ “7?2c—ﬂé%427ﬁﬁidbﬁﬁﬂf :
L : \ A e,
Dear Sir: :

- 7 On the afternoon of July 4th, the historical
andppatriotic socleties of this State will held s "Pat-

- riotic Assembly" at Ringwood Manor, Passaic County, New -

Jersey,'under the auspices of the state-created Ryerson
House Commission, of which I happen to be the chairman.

- Enclosed I send a copy of the call sent to the heads of

all chapters in the State which tells fully about it.

June 9th, I wrote to the Acting Director, Mr.

- Demaray, asking that he or some one frommyour depart-

ment be present and address the gathering. The invi-
tation was sent to him because I have been under the
impression from previous correspondsnce that he was the
official in charge. o . : .

As no reply has been received; and knowing
there have been some changes in the staff at Morristown,
it occurs to me that perhaps Mr.Demaray is no longer abt-
tached to the Department. We are trying to complete
the list of speskers so announcement can be made to the

‘'press in plenty of time, hence this further cormunication

on the subject.,

This matter is of great public interest here-
abouts, particularly to the members of the patriotic and
historical societies. The newspapers have had much about
it in the last two years. They publish gladly everything -
we send them, The people would be greatly interested to
know something about the Department and the plans it is
pursuing under the provisions of the Historic Sibes Act.

Both the Commission and the Committee in

<dhérge of .the celebration are very anxious to have some=

one in authority from the Department to speak at the af-
fair. The Dikteector of the State Department of Conserva-
tion and Development has graciously accepted an invita-
tion to do so. We would appreciate it greatly if you could

" be there; if not, then some one you may designate., Your

response 1s awaited with interest and anticlipation.

. . ' !

;ég%zaidboﬁé é%%ZZﬁé;;ad ,
Chairman Ryerson .
House Qommission '

Very truly yours



HIRAM CALKINS
RIDGEWOOD, N. J,

‘used wmany times as temporary headquarters of high ranking

Department of the Interior and/or the Wational Park Ser-

" (S 2073) passed last year, because some of us belleve it
. would be particularly advantageous to the Admlnlstratlon
to do so at this time.

#4 Wilsey Square
June 20, 1936

To His Excellency

Franklin D.Roosevelt,

President of the Uhlted btates,
Washington, D.C.,

Strs
- At Ringwood Manor, in the northern part of Passaic
County, New Jersey, there is an historical landmark known -
as "The Forges and Manor of Ringwood" which is famous for
the following reasons:

It is the site of one of the earliest iron mining de-
velopments during the colonial period; it is the site of
the residence and the tomb of Robert Erskine, Chief Geogra- -
pher and Surveyor General of the Continental Army; it was

officers, including General Washington; it was an import-

“ant base of supplles throughout the Revolution and played

a large part in winning that historic conflict.

In 1934 the Legislature of thls State passed an act,
for which I drew the bill, creating a commission to study
the subject of preserving this famous plabe as a National _
Park. Through its efforts, representatives of the Nation- =
al Park Service visited the place last Fall and, I under- :
stand, have just recommerided it for favorable consideration. . -

Enclosed I send you some petitions directed to you by
the New Jersey Soc, Sons of the Amer., Revolution, the Na-
tional Soclety Daughters of the Revolution and the Board °

of Directors of the New Jersey Society, of the same. These f ‘

speak for themselves. I am told they were - 51gned by every -
member present when the resolutions were adopted.

On the afternoon of July 4th, the historical, revolu-
tionary and other patrlotlc 5001etles of this State will
hold a "Patriotic Assembly" at Ringwood, in celebration
of Independence Day and as a demonstration that they are

. whole-heartedly behind the proposal to make of this place'

a Nationgl Park and Center of Conservation. Enclosed is

" a copy of -the call which was sent to every chapter of those

organizations’ in this State. A very large crowd is expected.

We are very anxious to have some one there from the

% .

vice, to tell the people aboubt the Hlistoric~Sites Act,



HIRAM CALKINS
RIDGEWOOD, N. J.

HC to FDR
6/20/36, #2

Responses to our efforts in this direction warrant
our belief that the true significance of this has not
been realized in Washington., Hence this appeal to you,
who have demonstrated guch refreshing Americanism in so
many ways and so many times, to speak the word somewhere
that will galvanlze somebody into responsive actione.

[

The affair is being exploited in all the papers of
this State and the metropolitan area., State and Natlon-
al officials of the important revolutionary and histor-

« 1gal societies will be present. If, by chance, You were .
plamming to be in this vieinity at that time and would
honor us with yo resence, if only for a short stay,
the overwhelming success of the affair would be assured,
notwithstanding the view of some of your national strate-
gists that New Jersey is one of the very doubtful states,

- 1 crave ﬁbur indulgence for the length of this let~
ter, but nothing less would be adequate. Our appeal Zests
with you. Ip the meantime, I have the honor to be

Very respectfully yours :
. v y ’
Chairmen Ryerson
House Conmuission



Reproduced at the National Archives

S

/7/‘/\/% THE WHITE HOUSE
4

WASHINGTON

“THTEAI0R. BEE
Bl June 22, 1936.

“‘eoh TONATIOHAL PARKS <
< OFF, - piv, gF WAL

Respe_ctfully referred to the Sec¢re-~ -
tary of the Interior for consideration

and advice to Mr. Calkins.

H. Mg‘ﬂmﬂ

Assista.nt Secretary t ’c.he
President

\\Q“P‘é’gslve?m v

‘7
>
=

A

ot

Mais awp £



Reproduced at the Nalional Archives

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

MEMOBANDUM for Mr. Tolson:

I attach herewith corregpondencé with Mr. Ryerson,
It might be that it will be wise to send some representative
from the Park Service to this celebration. Who would you
suggest? The -Secretary is favorable to having someoné re-
‘present the.Depa.rtment.

am—

Ha Iy Slatte »
Personal Assistant to the Secrstary.

Attachment,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Monaveniun for Mp. Sabbesy:

- ia yvouponsy to your mensyoundun: of June 28, it iﬁm@ﬁmﬁaﬂ
that #z, Yerne X. (hatelaln, Ashing demistont Dirashor, Pranch
of Wistorks Sites mnd Pulddings of thiw Seevise, ropsesend the
Toparbuunt ot the solebpabion Bo o Rold July 4, of Knswund
tians®, Possale Comly, Hew Jerser, wwer the ougpivse of the
m Hoase Coemission. 4 suggonbed roply te v (ulisned
lebter of Jaie 1B io abisehod.

hi iach

cc Mr. Chatelain
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UNITED STATES (WM S
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON | ;J U N 2 5&%
Wﬂ R A

!ﬁ!‘u m Wﬂﬂ. )
Chsdronn, Sugweod Mamor Commissien,
4 ¥lleny Suusre,
Ridgowead, Hev Jersey.

Hy desy Hr. Celkineg:

§ hove zecedved your ledtor of June 18 mith futhor
rofevense 2 yowr invitation o the Secvotory to attend
tha colebration R0 ko bsld at ASnguoed ¥anoy, ?&ssaie
County, How Jereoy, o8 July 4.

Ao 1 ezpleined is sy lotter of Jm:tls. m;:m
lckos regrets thot previous plems mlo i a6 oy
Bim to aceopt your fnvitetion. Howsver, ho | dosignntod
dr. Veroo B. Chatolain, Acting 4seistant Diveetor, Brouch
of Historic 3ites snd Batldinge of the Hntioual Pork Yevv-

ico, to roprecent thic Uopertmunt et the celebration.
sdncsroly yours,
(SGD.) HARRY §LATTERY

Farpounl Ascistant to the Scarotavy.

cc Mr. Demaray 4/
¥r. Chatelain /

htimfs
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE |
WASHINGTON

Rrieh, bos bonn pafarred 6o thin Service, Wﬁhe&m
mmm&mmww,wm Tew Sorany.

mwaamw.mmww
.mxwmmmawmmm o

meam v, - attend.

(B&D.) ARNO B, CAMMERER.

4wne B. Qaumoxes,
Piravior.

o
i

veociht sach

ces Mr, Chatelain.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE /: fga
JoHg ) J
WASHINGTON AT M
o ﬂ\ SR *‘f‘{

”
My, Hirem Calkins, /S > g.,‘gﬁ
Chatynan, Ryerson Houas Commalssion, O , P
4 Wlscy Squarc, : , }
mmw' m XWMO 53 4

Doar Mr., Calkins:

Rofgrenco fs mads to your lotter of Juno 27, regarding my
propoasd visity to Hingmood Hanor on Jaly 4,

Ploaso be advised that X plen So ax¥ive in time for the
parado at 2:50 and the ceramunies a% & o*sleck, and will confowm
%o the errongoments which you have indicated in your letter. I
chall probably 8rive snd my aubemobile will have a Distriet of
Golumbia licenss mumbored 82-609.

I% 19 a great plaapure te leok forwerd %o this meeting with
yoa. I have heard a groat dsal eboudt Ringrood Manor exd as you
knog the Hetional Park Jorvics has mede some invaatigations of
the s1%¢. It ia posnible thaet Mr. Coz, Soperintendent of the
torristomn Hetiowal Histaricsl Park, will be able to como dl ong

with me,
Sinearely yours,

Vorno 3. Chatelain
Acking Jsssisbaut Director,

VEG :RMS.
CC-Mr, Cox.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

June 39, 1336,

¥, Blbert Cox,
Superintondent, Morristown National Historieal Pm,

E&m’ria%nm, Hew Jaroay.

Ipar Sl

Roceip$ is aulknovledgad of your letier of June 26 conserning
the "patriotic asstably™ vhick is to be held at Ringwood Iisnor oa

July 4.

The Seorctary of the Inberior has dosignated me %o represeant
the Dopertmont on thie géeasicon and deliver an addvross e poguested
by ¥e, Cellins, Chaimman of the Ryercon Heouso Commission. As you -
will noto from the atbached copy of my lebler to W, Calkims I plen
to arrive at the Hantr in time for the paradse and cowomcales. It
will be amememmwmnmmmitmcmm@to

vo thore.
Sincerely yours,
/Q-fL.»/‘ & ;_;:Q
Veras B, (hatelain
Acting ispistent Direetor,
nde

Eselosure $65188,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON
, e
June 36, 1936. OW

Memorandum for the Direstor:

Coumplying with arvangements mede with you m. Wirth,
I am planning to sccompany him te g%, Faul and Grand Pertage
Himnesoba, leaving by Amapteam Airlines at 4500 P. M. today.
I plan fo peturn by the semo route Fridey, July §, end will
be at Ringwood Mater, Ridaoweol, Now Jersey on Saturday, July
4, to reprosent the Sexvioe ab those esereises.

Aoting Assistant Director

VEC :emf

o ~ 03’;', 4 (’M



STATE OF NEW JERSEY

fosanyid] i

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND pi OPME '

NT
STATE HOUSE ANNEX, TRENTON
MENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTS THE INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE OF
Gsornogy, TorocRAPHY, FORESTRY, AND ALL UxoevELOPED RESQURCES. IT PUBLISHES
APS AND DETAILED INFORMATION, AND OFFERS ADVICE ABOUT MINERALS, . Son.s,

WELLS, Forests AND SHApn TeEes. Ip CONDUCTS THE StAT FOREST -
NURSERIES, STATE MUSSUM, STATE FonesTts, 50idE STATE
PARKS, AND Forzst Fme Ssrvice

July 8, 1936.

~DiRECTOR

Mr, Arno B. Cammeror, Director
U. S, Department of Interior
National: Park Service
Washington, D, C,

Dear Sir.

e At the Fourth of July celebration at Ringwood Manor, New
Jersey at the old r«Ryerson Mansion I had a talk with Mr, Verne E.
Chatelain of the National :Park Service and I am putting in writing
gome of the-items I went over with him in the interest of possible
acquisition of this historic relic as an historic site worthy of
nationa.l preserva.tion.

I an not"going into any detalls whatsoever as to the
historic assoclations because I assume that these have already been
taken up with the National Park Service in considerable detail by
the commisseion that is actively working for the preservation of the
area as a national shrine. I do want to say, however, that the old
Mansion with its surrounding grounds and the old iron furnaces. adjacent
to it 1lle in the heart of an area that has been emphatically recommended
for State park acquisition for a number of years, If the historic
features are of such a nature that they Justify protection by federal
ownership as I feel they do it 1s my bellef that such federal ownership.
wlll be a really helpful and perhaps a deciding factor in making a large
wild land recreation area avallable in this general vicinity a.round the
historic manor as & focal point,

Whether the national govermment feels Justified in establishing

such an ares as a national park or whether this faature of the development
ig left for State action by the establiskment of a State park I feel
strongly that action teken by the federal government in comnection with
the significant historic buildings and adJacent sites will be an extremely

~ timely and appropriate step in meking such recreation area avallable in

‘this part of the State eventually. The location is one extremely accessible
to the dense population of the metropolitan area in New Jersey and of New
York and its environs. It is an unusally unspoiled area and offers oppor-
t.unity for the develoPment of outdoor recreation in all 1ts forms.

I am writing this so that this point of view mey be available
in any Judgment the National Park Service may make in comnection with the
immediate historic manor itself. -

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVALION ,

CPW /MW ' C. P.
: ' Division of Forests & Parks,
Form DSA—10M-—12-35
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; UNITED STATES
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Tuly 10, 1936,

?atorwn, Haw a'ersey. ) J ‘j?
Dear Mr. Hogenoemp: & J
Reference is made to your letier of July '?.

newspaper clippings which rgported the cvelebration antiviﬁiéa at -
Ringwood Menor on July l.

It was very thoughtful of you to send this material, Please
be assured that I formed a very favorable sbtiiude toward your
sommittes and the beautiful region which contains some of the
most lmportant historie sites in the Nabtion., I shall look for-
ward to visiting with you ageain sometime,

Please express regards to Mpr., Calkins, Mr, Stites and all
the others who made the day so intevesting amd pleasant,

Sincerely yours,
(SGD) VERNE E. CHATELAIE

Verne E. Chatelain
Acting Assistant Direcior.

Bt nEN.
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HIRAM CALKINS |
Ridgswood, H. 7, ([l )}

A

Mr. Elbert Cox,
Horristown Nat'} Faric
Vorristown, New Jarsey;

#4 Wilsey Sguare
July 12, 1936,

Dear My, Cox:

Thank you for your very courteous favor of the

'7th and for the very pleesing expressions in it. We, too,

were glad to ronew the acquaintance with you and Mrs, Cox; we
think you are both very charming people,

BEnclosed 1 send a complete list of the specilally
invited guests present at the Ringwood Menor Celebration onm
thé Fourth. There were a few others who wrote very appreciative
résponseés to the invitation and gave vadid reasons why they
could not be present. There may have been others who presenoe
vas not mekde known to me.

There were & number of photographs teken but I have .
no copiea of them yet. A man in Clifton or Paterson made over &

‘hundred feet of moving picture film end wants us $o g0 up thore
“apd let him oomplete the second hundred feet., Hs is coming

bere shortly to project the firat hundred feet on my office
walle Will 308 you know how they turned out.

 In the meantime, acoept assurances of cur pleasure
in having you there snd renewed thanks for your gracious part
in the program. . I am writing Mr. Chutelein and sepding him a

-cogy.of the enclosed list, too., He made a most excellent .
impression upon all eoncermsd. Ve were delighted that he was

‘choasn to coma.

Very truly yours,
(Sid) Hirem Calkins,

Chéirman Ryerson
House Commuission.



Took part in program ' [@%’i}fiﬁ{y/
Specially Invited Guests, Ringwood Fanor Celebration -Uljuiij'
Independence Day, July 4, 1936 '
S o W
# Hon. Verne E. Chatelain, National Park Service, Vashington, D. C.
F Hon. Elbert Cox, Mational Park Service, Morristomn, N. J.
F Hon. Charles F. Wilber, Department of Conservetion and Development, Trenton, N. J.
Hon. Louis Sherwood, N. J. Commission on Historic Sites, Montclair, N. J.

Hon. H. Prescott Beach, Vice-Pres.-General Nat'l Soc. Sons of American
Revolution and Pres, N. J. Soc., S.A.R.

lfirs. Parlan Semple, Jr. Pres.-General Nat'l Soc. New England Women, Monteclair, M. J.
& Mrs. Miriam A. McEwan, State Regent Daughters of the Revolution, Ridgewood, N. J.

X Mrs. J. Warren Perkins, Vice-Regent W. J. Soc. Daughters of ‘the American
Revolution, East Orange, N. J.

\( Mr. William B. Shelton, Pres. Soc. for Constitutional Security; Leonia, N. J.

Robett if. Boyd, former Governor Soc. of Colonial Wars in New Jersey, re-
presenting the present Governor, Morris Rutherland.

-/“Charles A. Winans, Secty. Passaic Co. Park Comm'n., Paterson, N. J.

ﬁEDr. William Rauchfuss, Curator Dey Mansion, Preakness, N. J.

quev. Harry W. Noble, Chaplain W. J. Soc. Sons Amer. Rev., JerseysOity, N..J.
William H. Zabriskie, Pres. Bergen Unit, Holland Soc., Haokensack, N. J.

¥ Francis G..Koehler, Pres. Bergen Co., Historjcal Soc., Hackensack, N. J.

<4+ D. Stanton Hammond, Pres. Passaic Co. Histor. Soc., and Vice-Pres. N, J. Soc-
iety S.A.R., Paterson, N. J.

Feiirs. William H. Stratton, Pres. Wyckoff Colony, HNat'l Soc. New Eng. Women,
Ridgewood, H. J.

Mrs. John H. Vermeulen, Regent Abram Godwin Chapter, D.A.R., Hawthorme, N. J.
brs. J. C. N. Fles, Regent William Paterson Chapter, D.A.R., Hawthorne, N. J.
¥rs. Thomas G. Flavelle, Regent é;averack Chapter, D.A.R., Clifton, N. J.

¥rs. George E. Williams, Regent Acquackanock Landing Chapter, D.A.R., Passaic, N. J.

Mrs. Mary A. Vanlest IacDonald, Regent Francis Hopkinson Chepter, D.A.R.,
Jamesburg, N. J.

M¥rs. Jennie M. Provost, Regent Hacke§sack Chapber, Daughters of Rev., Hack-
ensack, N. J.
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Special Guests (Contlnued)
qb I‘ra:ak E. Smith, Pres. Cap‘b Abrihm Godwin Chap. S.A.R., Olifton, W. J.
, Charles A. Bogert, Pres. Paramus Chapi;er, SeARe, River Edge.

# Nr. D. Christie Terhune, Chairman HlS'bOI‘lc Sites Committes Bergen Co.
Hls‘cor. ‘Soc., Hackensaolc, I\T. J.

Mr. Frederiék Loede, Jr., Supt. Passalc Co.,Park"CG}mm.ssn.on Lembert Castle,
| ' Paterson, N. J.

Hon. Fred A. Har‘tley, Congressman 10th Dlst. ¥. J., Kearney, N. J-Q
Hon. John Mclqaugh’con, Member House of Assembly, Passaic Co., Pomp’con Lakes, N.
.Hon. J. Parnel Thoma.s Member House oi‘ Assembly, Bergen Co., Allendale, N. J.

Hon. Ha;mlton Cross ’ Judge Fourth Judicidl D:Ls’cr:.c'b Cour'l: Bergen Cou.n’by,

R dgawood, Ne de

- X Officially represented,
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_UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK A
MoRRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

July 17, 1936. 6
/

g
The Director, @
National Park Service, L
Washing‘bon, D. C. '&’“’\. o

Attention: Mr, Oi?atelain.
Dear Mr. Chatelain: )’
I enclose copy of the letter from M/:‘. Hirem Calkins,
trenamitting a list of specially invited guea;ts; for the

Ringwood Manor celebration on July 4th. ' I bslieve you will be

é

interested in this information.

Sincegfrely yours,

Elbert Cox,
Superintendent.

Enclosure.
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_ UNITED STATES
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Jaly 20, 1926, /
‘bﬁ . {“‘s

gBe, G, P, Wilber, /
mw. Divipdan of Porosts und Parks, ‘ i

, Bepartment of Consorvatien znd Dovelopment, &&H‘{

State House annex, Trenton, How Jorsey.
Poair 2, Wilders

Heforonse 1y maéa t0 your lettor of July 8 regardiag the
propbesd Ringwood Manor Historic dite project, _

Your commonts aro of imberest o this Serviess and are gropte
1y appreciated, &4 caroful investigation of this proposil will be
wade iz opdor that the proper yosvmnendations may bo made to the

Advisory Board on Hational Parks, Historiv Sites ané Monuments and
Buildings, at its next meetiag im Cotobar, ‘

8incorely yours,
(SGD) VERNE E. CHATELAIN

-~ Vérme B, Ohatelain
aeting Assietant Pireetor.

vatssan,
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HIRAM CALKINS ' . Y
Ridgewocod, N.J.

#4 Wilsey Square,
October 3, 1936

Mr. Verne E. Chatelain,
Nationel Park Service,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Chatelain:

Mr. Stites, of Ringwood Manor, told me
ahortly after the Independence Day Celebration there at which
you honored us with your presence, that you wished to be
notified when Mr. Erskine Hewitt returned from Europe becaiise
you wanted to have an interview with him,

" I was at Ringwood last Sunday and saw Mr,
Hewitt there., He has authorized me to extend to you a cordial
invitation to meet him there or in New York as you prefer, at
any time which suits your convenience. He would like to enter-
tain you and anyone you mey cere to bring with you either at the
Tuxedo Club, the Down Town Club in New Ybrk or the Wanaque Inn

as you prefer.

A 1little week=-cnd trip north ought to be
enticing this time of year, so if you will advise me just when
you will arrive and where I can meet you, I shall be most happy
to meke the necessary arrangements. Our compliments to Mrs.
Chatelain.

Very truly yours,
(sgd)

Hiram Csalkins
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

getovar 6, 1936 / cw\?i:}pq ‘
e, Hivam Galkm,

§4 wilsey Square, : O % M
Ridgewoed, New Jersey. Q\'A)\JZ‘;‘J
3

Ky dosr ¥Mr. Celdkins:

Your letteor of October 3, addressed to ¥r. Chatelain,
has come %5 my sttentien.

I regrat to inform you that Mr. Chatelein's resignation
becema effecsive on Sepbembar 15. Ny« Chatplein's address
is 5521 Colorado ifvenue, ¥. ¥., Washington, D. ¢. Your let~
ter has boon forvarded to him.

Sincerely yours,

meb Spalding,
ing :iasistant‘ Director.
0 -~ [P Chelelalin
with ¥v, Culkin's lobter
BS:twvw
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Mre. Vernon G. Setser,
Department of the Interior,

National Park Service,

Washington, D.C.

Dear 3ir; ,
Being a native of Bew Jersey I have become interested
in Ringwood Manor State Paik Situated sbout ten miles south-west
of Suffren,N.Y. in this state. I learned that you have a historiecal
Sketch of Ringwood Manor State Patk. If you have any of these
Sketches to give out to the schools I Would:be glad.to receivevone.

Thanking you in advance, I remain

Very truly yours
Tawin 8/ Brady
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October 31, 1938

Hre Bdwin 8, Brady, Princlpsl
Garfield Bchool

Belgrove Brive sud Halatead Btreet
Kearny, New Jersey

_By doer Mr.  Bredys

The reeeipt 1s acknwledged of your letter of
October 26, addresaed to Mr. Ve G. Setser of the
staff of thie Division, reletive to an historicel

_sketeh of B!.ngwoad Manor S%ate Parke

It ia regretted that The Rational Archives
has 20 materisl on this subject fer dilstribution.
Hrs Sotaer statss thet he hes nope in his pexsonal
possasawn. ‘Ringwood Manor is, or wes until very
recently, & part of the eatate of Mr, Erskine Hewitt,
Gradigroy Porky How Iark Gity. Tt ie possible tiiat he
can furnish gou pith some literature with regazd to

4t. Your letter is being referred to the Pirector,

Hutional Park Service; Departmept of the Interior,
for further consideratipn abd replys It is bsliavad
thet thal agency msy have colleeted some informstion
with regard to Ringwood, edther through its State
Parks Diviaian or its Survey of Historic 3itess

Very truly yours,

- Pe M, HAMER, Ohief
Division of Reference
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oaTe_Oct. 31,1938

FRoM: Mr, Edwin S. Brady, Principal
Garfield School - .
Belgrove Prive and Halstead Street
Kearny, New Jersey

s

- DATED: Qctober 26, 1938

AcTION: Respectfully referred to:

The Director
National Park Service
Department of “the-Interior
Washington, D. C.

AND THE WRITER SO INFORMED.

|
! . 1
i .

i

‘CHiEF, DIVISION OF REFERENCE
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

+ Bdwin 8. Brady,
Principal, Carfield School,
Belgrove Drive and ﬁalste&d Street, (O : Y
Eearny, Rew Jersey. n j%\,fU
Dear Mr. Brady: F4 3

Your letter of Cctober 86, to Dr. V. 0. Setser, regarding
Ringwood Manor Stete Park hes been referred to the Eatim?.
ParimBService for reply.

It is repretted that the Bational Park Service bas no his-
toriecal sketehes of this site available for use in the schouls,
Cne copy of a short report on this area by Dr. Setser, formerly
of tke staff at Horristown Bational Historical Park, is in oo
files, but mimeographed copies have never been made.

Ve have a copy ai‘faﬂthirty— four page pamphlat entitled
The Forges and Yanor of Rlumgmood, written apparently by Erskine
iiewitt, tot the place of publication is not glven. There is
also in our pussession an eleven pege booklet, called The
Forgos and ¥aner of Eingwood, which was prasent.ad o us several
years ago by the B Ringwood Company, Ringwood Haor, Passaie
Coundy, Hew Jorsey. The superintendemt 6f the Btate ‘pack may
be able 1o inform yeu where copies of these pamphlets may bo
secured for digtribution in the scheols. I is possible thai
this park has its own booklet for distribution to the publie.

Your interest in this historic old ares is aprreciated.
Sincerely yours,

(8GD) Francis S. Ronalds

Francis S. Bonalds,
Acting Supervisor of Historie Sites.

aps:isg
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OLD RYERGON FORGE, BLCQMINGDALE, WI¥ JERSEY

.. .Bloomingdale, New Jersey, is on the borderline of Passaic and
liorris Counties, officially 1n the former, in northern Wew Jersey,

about thirty~-five miles from ilew York ©City. 'the region is noted as
a pionecr center of the iron industry in the cclonies.

The Byerson forge was one of many owned by members of that

pioneer family in the well known Fompton Lakes region. Judge
Martin T. Ryerson vhose forge is believed to be the one ovned

by isrs. Blanchard, was prominent in the early ninetsenth centi.ry.
His son, Peter ii. Ryerson, killed in the Feninsula Ya:peign at

the age of Tifty~-seven, is said to have been the largest irom
manufacturer in the United Stetes for many years.{(l) 4 nephew of
Judge Ryerson, also named Martian J., owned the Ripgweod iron iiines
in the same region.(2)

Charles Boyer, author of a work on iew “ersey forgzes, stctes
that "There were three forges operatzd at Bloominzdsle i 1850,...
the third, by Li.T. Ryerson. YT ihese nothi g iurther is knomn,
and they probably confined their efforts to makin: iron billets." (3)
This s*atement is an indication that the fyerson forge was not
relatively of major imporvauce.

the iron industry in llew Jersey nlayed an important part in
colonial and early United States history, -s it was develonsd ezrlier
in this stczte than elscwhers,and was especially useful in tiue of
war. Boyer's work contains & scriptions of seventy-one furnaces or
forges in addition to twentv-eight which are mentioned and iocated.
Iis map indicates that they are almost evenly distrivubted throushout
the state.

1. John whitehead, lhe Passaic Vallsy, vew Jersey. Hew York, ‘le lew
Jersey “enealogical Co. 190L. 2&0.

2. Ibid., 243,

%+ Charles 8, Boyer, Barly Forges and furnaces_in New Fersey. Fhiledelphisa,
niversity of Pennsylvaenia Press, 163l. 41,




2.,

Hanover and Hibernia furnaces are especially noteworthy as
sources of military supplies, the latter having furnished lerge
guantities of shot and cannon for the Continentul Arey. These
endé other furnaces wers actively =sngased in makin:s canznon balls
during the vwar of 181Z2.

The large manufacturing establishmenits used sreat quantities
of charcoal for the making of which extensive tracts of forest
lends were —required. £s many as twenty thousand zeres of timber
Jand were sometimes held, eund one thousan: acres ut lized cuch
year, with the remainder untouched in orsder to develop 2 new sup.ly.(4)

Llhe sarly iron i:dustry in :.ew Eersey is doubtless worthy of
study, but the task is considerable, and i1 is suy-ested that the
report of the committee already conducting en inve:tigatio.
be consulted pefore action is vaken by the rark Service. Cert inly
much work must be done before one can be in a position to pass
judgment on the relative imvortance of various Torges.

- 1 1 . 2 0.
4, Boyer, farly Yorges and furnaces in new Jerssy, xiii.

Submitted by
ristoricsl bLivision
Brench o flesearch and Edueation

;wa,ézfu Co-Limncaan

Je. "alter Coleman
Historical Asszistant.
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