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Very little is known concerning the early history of 

Pluckemin, a quiet little community in north central New J"ersey, which 

is today better associated with the War for Independence. The land on 

which the village stands ia apparently within the tract purchased from 

the proprietors of Ea.st New J"ersey by Dr. Lewis J"ohnston and Mlry J"ohnston 

his sister ( afterwards Mt-s. J" am.es Alexander) , who came from Perth Amboy. 

There is little. likelihood of any settlements having existed on their 

holding even as late as 1747, although s.ome pioneers seem to have 

establis1:1,ed themselves near it. William McDonald's mill, on Chamber's 

Brook, at the 1ower end of Pluckemin, was there before 1749, being 

mentioned in the boundary of Bridgewater Township at that dateo A 

part of the Johnston tract was eventually bought by Jacob Eoff, who 

built a tavern thereon, the first in the township it is said, about 

1750. This hostelry was probably among the very first buildings to be 

erected in the village. The first definite settlement can therefore 

be dated as probably having taken place not long before the middle of 

the eighteenth o entury •1 

-1.-



PART II 

MILIT.ARY MOVEMENTS IN .AND AROUND 

PLUCKEMIN DOBII\fG THE 

2 
WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE 



Section ,!: The Mu-ch ~ Princeton to M:>rristown, 

J"anuary 3-6, 'E:!J_: 

Ilmn.ediately following its victory over the British at Princeton, 

January- 3, 1777, the American Continental Army, under the command of 

George Washington, evacuated that place ancl marched f'or Pluckemin, 

3 en route to a more permanent headquarters at 1Jbrristown, New J"ersey. 

The troops arrived at Somerset Court House on the evening of that day, 

remained there for the night, and on the afternoon of J"anuary 4, at 

three o'-clock, reached Pluckemin. A.t that place, wrote Lieutenant 

J"ames McMichael in his diary for l:776-1778, "we encam_ped on the north 

side of a hill. very well supplied with large stones, which served us 

4 
instead of pillows, where we passed two nights. tt 

It was from Pluckemin, on J"anuary 5, as noted in another 

section or the present report, that Washington wrote to Congress a 

detai1ed account of the Princeton engagement. 6 Those of the . .American 

troops who had been wounded in that battle are: said to have been 

kindly cared for in the homes of the villagers, while the British 

prisoners, some 230 of them, were su:pposedly kept under guard in 

6 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Captain William Leslie, a brave enemy 

officer found wounded on the Princeton batt1efield, had been taken 

along on the march in the hope that his life might ul.timatel.y be saved, 

but he died at or near Pluokemin and was buried in the· pl.ace with 

7 
military honors on Sunday, J' anuary 5o 



On the:_morning of J"anuary 6, at nine o'clock, Washington's 

troops left Pl.uckemin and marched via Vealtown. (now Bernardsville) 

to ::M:>rristown, "where we arrived," writes Lieutenant McMichael, "at 
8 

5 P .M. and encamped in the woods, the snow covering the ground." 

..... 



section 2: British Raids!!! Pluckemin ~ Vicinity: 

The following narrative, while probably exaggerated in some 

respects, contains some important information relative to British 

raids in Pluckemin and its vicinity during the War for Independence: 

"••• In December, 1775, a squadron of British cavalry 

suddenly appeared in Pluckamin, and visited all manner of indignities 

upon the place and people. Women were grossly insulted, dwellings 

robbed, and stock driven oft. The doors of the Lutheran church were 

battered down, the pews broken up, and the pulpit hacked and disfigured 

with sabre strokes. 'lll.e object of this raid was to secure the pe·rso,n 

of Captain Isaac Van Arsdale, who had ma.de himself obnoxious in behalf 

ot the colonists. On learning of their approach he escaped to the 

woods, and, in conjunction with some neighbors, succeeded to some 

extent in harassing the marauders. At least one man was known to 

have suffered from their musket balls, as he was brought to Eof'f'a 

tavern, where sheets were torn up to make bandages to staunch his 

wounds. Ivlljor McDonald, who owned the mills on Chamber's brook, was 

J)robably in sJml)athy with these cavalrymen, as they treated him with 

consideration; he, in return, rolled out a barrel of 'a:pl)le jack,' 

and regaled them with bread and cold ham.. 

"On another- occasion a troop of light-horse created great 

havoc in Bedminiater. They seized Elias Van der Veer, the father of 

the late Doctor Henry Van der Veer, and carried him oft to Trenton. 

The detachment had been eSl')ecially ordered to make him a prisoner, as 

he bad become well-known to the enemy as an active patriot, and a 

-4-
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spirited co-worker in the American cause with his brothers-in-law, 

Oo1onel J"ohn Schenk, and Captain Henry Schenk and Frederick Frelinghuysen. 

Re was taken from his mill and placed on a horse between two troopers, 

and, al.though the weather was severe, was not given an opportunity of 

putting on a hat or coat. In passing through Pluckamin a hat was 

placed on his head by a neighbor, who on seeing him passing ran out 

tor that purpose. The ex,posure, and the cruel.ties practised upon 

:Mr. Van der Veer while in prison, caused his death on the twenty-ninth 

of November, l.7'18, in the thirty-third year of his age, as his grave-
9 

stone in Bedminster churchyard bears witness.tt 

• ... 



PART III 

HISTORIC SITES, PERSONAGES, AND 

.ANTDi]ITJES OF PLUC:KEMIN IN 

COLONIAL, REVOLUTIONARY, AJ."'iJD 

EARLY STATEHOOD Til'iES 



\ 't •. 

' _. t 
-- ~--·--- ••---I~-~-"\-:--·-- -----

Section !_: J"acob Eoff, .§!:•, ~ ~ ~ Tavern: 

Jacob Eoff, Sr., who seems to have been one of the German 

Palatine emigrants who arrived at New York in l.710, when he was thirty-

10 
two years old, was unquestionably one of Pl.uckemin' s most infl.uentia1 

pioneer residents. He purchased 500 acres of land from Dr. Lewis Johnston 

and the 1atter 1s sister Mary in 1747 and built a tavern thereon, probably 
11 

• about 1750, which remained standing for sixty-four years afterwards. 

That he was a man of some means is clear from his having donated, 

specifically for that purpose, the land on which St. Paul's Lutheran 

Church of P1uckemin was buil.t, and it should also be observed, in this 

connection, that he contributed £20 additional in cash for construct ion 

of the same.12 Roff's tavern was located on the corner occupied by 

:roseph D. Nevins' house in 1889, that is, nearly opposite the old 

13 McEowen house. There it was that General Washington is reputed 

often to have stopped during the war for Independence, that the body 

or captain William Les1ie was possibly laid out. with military honors 

before its final interment at Pl.uckemin, and that the Bedminster Committee 

of Safety held at l.east one, and probably more, of its meetings in 
14 

1795. The boniface of this old hostelry must also have dispensed 

hospita1ity to many of the country's lee.ding men when the Continental 

Army was quartered in Somerset and adjoining counties. 

After Jacob's death, the date of which is- unknown, 15 

the tavern was kept for a time by his maiden sister Sarah, and she in 

turn was succeeded by the formerts son Christian, who abandoned the 

inn to his brother Cornelius for use as a residence and buil.~ a new tavern 
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16 
on the opposite corner. Christian, being an unusually good mixer, 

soon waxed famous as a popular hostt and his name became synon:vmous 

With good living for the best society of New York and Philadelphia. 

Sumner visitors to Schooley's lJk>untain, a watering place then in its 

glory, generally arranged that the night necessarily spent on their 

journey should be passed at his inn, which seems to have been known 

contemporaneously as t''lll.e Barracks." we can cite no evidenca to show 

when this building was demolished, but a village "public house," 

destroyed by fire in the 1880's, eventually took its place. In the 

latter building's foundation wall, it is said, was a stone, inscribed 

with the date l.750, which was taken from the original tavern built 

by Jacob Eoff, sr.
17 

No pictorial representations or plans of any of 

these above-described structures are known to be in existence today. 
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Section 2: The McEowen House: 

One of the oldest houses built in Pluckemin is still standing 

today, albeit IJDJ.ch remodeled, on the southeast corner of the crossroad 

leading to Washington Valley, nearly opposite the site of Jacob Eoff's 
18 

tavern. Two photographs of this building ~re included in the present 

report. Squire William McEowen, a leading merchant of the village, 

kept a store in this :place during the War for Independence, when he 
19 

was also a connnissary for the Continental Arm.yo From his friend 

Colonel John Mehelln, who then lived in Hunterdon County and whose daughter 

:M:lrtha he married, McEowen purchaseu flour, conveying it on a large 

wagon, drawn by four yoke of oxen, to Pl.uckemin and :rr.orristowno 
20 

The British troops, it is said, when they raided Pluckemin in December, 

1776, carried away all the boots, shoes, anu clothing in the old gentle­

man's store. There were. some things, however, which the plunderers 

missed, if latter day accounts. are accurate,. for Mrs. McEowen reputedly 

took up her floor, concealed her feather-beds and other valuables under 
21 

it, and replaced the carpet. Tufr. John A. Powelson, an old resident 

of Pluckemin, relates that~ when a boy, he "slept in a small room over 

the store where Squire lf~Eowen sixty years before sold snuff and 

spelling books, and did public business writing bonds for one shilling 

22 and six pence." McEowen, who died March 10, 1817, aged sixty-one, 

in the house where he lived and kept store, owned 136 acres of land 
23 

adjoining in 1787. 

-s-



REVOLUTIONARY HOUSES-l\ 1IcEOWEN HOUSE, PLUCKE:\ll'.\ 
(See page .23-1). 

The McI~owen house as it looked in 1916 or earlier. Photostatic 
copy of a photograph of the building., nortlwrest cor!ler, as reDro-
duced in the Sc~erset County Historical Quarterly, Vol. V, facing po 161. 

The I-JcEo.v-en house 
as it looks today, north­
i,•rest cor..1.er. Photograph ~ 
taken October 4., 1935c 



Section 3: ~ Boylan House: 

The first Pluokemin store with reference to which any 

knowledge is obtainable was kept by john B0ylan (the name being 

contemporaneously pronounced, and occasionally s palled in print, as 

"Bullion"), who came to the village, according to secondary authority, 

some twenty years before the war for Independence. 24 In. addition to his 

Pluckemin establishment, Boylan owned several other stores: one ~t 

Liberty Corner. another at Vea1tovm, and yet a third at Van Derveerta 

Mills, a fact which shows him to have been a somewhat prosperous 

entrepr~neur in that bygone day. 25 He also held title to 150 acres of 

land north of Pluckemin, although this seems to have been disposed of 

.Prior to 1787, since the owner's name appears in the ~ssessmen.t of 

that year as paying tax on personal property only. We know that he, 

and likewise his wife Eleanor after his death, made many mortgage 

investments in Somerset County, additional proof, if such were needed, 

of his worldly competenee. 26 

.A record in the Adjutant-General's office at Trenton refers 

to Boylan's serving as a private in captain Gavin McCoy's Company, 

First Battalion, Somerset Co'finty Militia, during the War for Independence. 

His titl.e of "Ce.ptain,n therefore, by which he was apparently best 

known even after his becoming a lay judge of the Somerset County 

Courts in J.777, was very probably acquired during militia service 
27 

subsequent to the conflict with Great Britain. 

Several interesting historical incidents are traditionally 

associated with the old Boy).an house. General and ~s. Washington 

are said to have been entertained there on several occasions, a 

matter not improbable, since the captain must have been a most influential 



member of his community. Mrs. Boyl.an is claimed to have had the honor 

of" dancing with Washington, presumably at the celebrated ball., held near 

her own house, which was given at Pluckemin on February 18, 1779, to 

commemorate the first anniversary o:r the French Al1iance. Early in 

the twentieth century, according to a granddaughter of J"ohn Boylan, the 

White satin slippers and square sil.ver buck1es worn by Mrs. Boylan on 

that occasion were still. preserved in the family, while the buff and 

gold china set, together with the silver service used in the entertain­

ment, was or had been in the home of Mr. Horace Bannard, at Long Branch, 

New Jersey. Mmy of captain Boylan's books, hia desk, a mahogany 

sideboard, and some other of his former :possessions, when last heard of 

in 1917, were owned by Mt-a. Moyes B. -.n:i.on:as, a great-granddaughter, 

28 
who then lived at 88 South 13th Street, Newark, New J"ersey. Two 

photographs of the Boylan house are included in this report. 

-10-



REVOLUTIONARY HOUSES-BOYLAN HOUSE, PLUCKE:\ll:-S: 
(See p:ige ~., I l. 

The Boylan house as it looked in 1916 or earliero Photostat:i.c 
copy of a photograph of the building, southwest corner, as repro-
duced in the Somerset County Historical Quarterl:y:, Volo V, facing P• 161. 

The Boylan house, 
southwest corner, as 
it looks -toc!o.yo Photo­
graph taken October 
4, 1935. 
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Section 4: The Jacobus ~ Derveer House, Mill tary 

Headquarters of Brigadier-General Henry~: 

During the winter of 1778, and far into the year 1779, the 

American corps of artillery, comma.nded by Brigadier-General Henry Knox, 
29 

was encamped at Pl.uckemin. It is suppose~ly nwell. verified't that 

Kn.ox himself, together with his wife, stayed in the old Jacobus Van Derveer 

house at this time. The "homesteadtt part of the Van Derveer farm, 

which ia located somewhat north of midway between Pluckemin and 

Bedminster, just below the Bedminster Church, was once purchased by 

Henry Ludlow, of near P~apack, and was sold by him to a Mr. Ballantine, 

o~ Bernardsville, who repaired the house, stuccoed the exterior, and 
I 

added some porchea. 30 Mt-. Grant B. Schley took over the property 

about 1916, 31 ana. it is now owned by his son Kenneth, who has 

maintained the building in good condition. The ol.d structu:re is 

32 
claimed to have been erected before 1760. 

El.even photographs of the Jacobus Van Derveer house, both 

exterior and interior, are included in this report. So also is a 

memorandum on its architectural ~eatures prepared by Assistant 

Architect jensen. 

-ll• 
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GENERAL lG~o::;:·s HE.-\DQU.-\RTEib :\T.\R 
\\"l:\TEIO:. OF i°,,~-·q_ (St-l' P:wv _;_;) 

The Jacobus Van Derveer house (Kno:x:t s 
corner, as it looked in 1918 or earliero 
photograph, as reproduced in the Somerset 
Vol. VII, facing P• lo 

headquar-ters), sov.theast 
Photostatic cop;-;r of a 
Gount-y Historical ~uarterly, 

The Jacobus Yan 
Derveer house, south­
east corn.er, as it 
looks todc..y. Photo­
graph taken October 
4, 19350 
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The je.cobus Ve.n Derveer house., ·:.nterior. Details of vresi:; vra.11 
and ceiling, living room on first floor., November 6, 1935. 
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The Jacobus Van Derveer house, interior. Details of ,rest wall 
and ceiling, living room on first floor, Ifovember 6, 1935. 



I 
The Jacobus Van Dervee~ house 3 interior. Det~il of 

mantel, 7rest wall of living room, first floor., ~Iovember 
6, 1935. 

The Jacobus Vo.ndervec::r 
honse, interior. Detail of 
firepluce and ceiling in 
northvrest room, first; floor, 
November 6, 1935. 
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The Jacobus Van Derveer house, interior. Fireplace 
and mo.ntel i..11. northeast room, first floor., November 6, 1935. 

TIT 

The Jacobus Van Derveer house, interior. Firo­
place and l11D.ntel in southeo.st room, firsi; floor, Nov­
ember G, 1935. 



The Jacobus Va.ti. Der-veer house (:;:(noxt s heo.dquo.rters), 
i!lterior. Detail of staircase lea<lir:.e; from cen·i:;rul hall, 
first floor, Hov-ember 6, 1935. 
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Section~: st. Pau1's Lutheran Church: 

A sh~rt distance south or southeast of the present 

Presbyterian Church of Pluckemin, so situated as to have been originally 

surrounded by the old burial ground of that denomination, once stood 

the edifice o:r St. Pau1's Lutheran Church, 33 now gone the way of' many 
I 

another historic structure. The tirst Lutheran Synod in America, 

which took place in August, 17~5, was avowedly held at Pluckemin, 

presumably in ttthe ol.d log church on the mountain. 1' There was trouble 

in this old church, so the story runs, for many of the congregation 

com;pl.ained that their pastor, one Woll by name, charged exorbitant 

tees for f'un.eral. sermons, weddings, and so forth, and that his 

ministerial preaching was a1so too much cut and dried. A new 

contract, based on a "price listtt furnished by the New York and 

Hackensack delegates, was drawn up with the grasping ministero This 

was soon broken, however, and the Lutheran congregation thereupon 

vacated the old log church and resolved to build a new house or 

34 worship. A subscription for that purpose was accordingly started 

at Bedminster. December 7, 1756, and before long 130 persons, many of 
' 

them members of the Presbyterian congregations of Lemington and 

Basking Ridge, anc.i. of the Dutch Reformed churches on the Raritan and 

35 
below, had set down their names for a total of 1350. Jacob Eoft, Sr., 

donated the l.and on which St. Paul.'s was buil.t.
36 

Construction work 

seems to have been well under way by the autunm. of 1'758, when it was 

thought necessary to run off.a $10,000 iottery, with tickets selling 

at two dollars eacht in order to raise $i,500 for finishing the church. 

-12-
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Jacob Eoff, Sr., and George Remer (or Reimer), the latter being the 

37 builder of St. Paul's, were among the managers of this lottery. 

A royal charter was granted by King George llI, in 1767, nto the 

Rector, Church Wardens and Vestrymen of the united Churches of Zion and 

38 
St. Paul.," and for some decades thereafter the "Old Stone House, n as 

St. Paul's was sometimes called, 39 seems to have witnessed the gather­

ing of goodl.y congregations within its wa11s.
40 

The comings and goings of American and British forces 

during the War for Independence, as migb.t have been eXl)ected, left 

their mark on this old church o 'When the British raid.ad Pluckemin in 

D@cember, 1776, as previously noted in this report, they are said to 

hava battered down the doors of st. Pau1's, broken up the pews, and 

even hacked and disfigured the pulpit with sabre strokes. 41 About a 

month later, on the occasion or the Continental Army's stopping at 

Pluckemin en route to Iv.brristown. also as previously observed in the 

present paper, some 230 redcoat prisoners are reputed to, have been 
42 

temporarily incarcerated within its walls. st. Pail's may even have 

served as~ hospital ror the Continental Army at some time or other 

during the war. 43 

With the turn of the eighteenth century, the Lutherans of 

Bedminster Town.shill had in numbers become a feeble folk. and by 1806 

St. Pau1' s communion appears to have fall.en into a moribund condition. 

J:"ohn Applema.n's will, dated in that year, states that "our particular 

Denomination in Pluckamin as Lutheran will. soon lose ground on account-
. 44 

of the smallness of its Professors." Twenty or twenty-five years 

later, old St. Paul.ts was demolished, possibly because.its walls had 

by that time become dangerously weakened, but no doubt in part because 
-13-
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45 so few persons chose longer to support it. 

A tablet once cemented in the wall of' this Lutheran church 

was lost for many years. It was finally found, however, broken in two 

pieces: one half was located in the bottom of' an old cistern, the other 

half' in a cellar floor. The inscription on this stone is in La.tin, 

which translated reads as follows: nThia church, consecrated to the 

worship of God M:>st Holy and Most High in the reign of his Majesty, 

George the Second, ~ng of Great Britain, was planned (projected) on 

the fourth day of December, 1756, and its corner atone was laid on the 

fourth day of July 1.757, under the supervision of George Reimer." The 

s~one is now in the front wall of° the Pluckemin Presbyterian Church. 46 
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Section 6: .!!:!!. ~ Lutheran-Presbyterian Cemetery ~ 

the Grave ~ Captain William Leslie: 

The plot of ground just north of the present Presbyterian 

Church in Pluckemin was used as a cemetery from the organization of 
47 

St. Paul.' s Lutheran Church. It was originally, according to one 

investigator, not nearly so large as now, containing but a single acre. 

nTwo large lots, one at the rear and on~ on the south side, have been 

added to it in comparatively recent years,u states this authority, ttand 
48 

since it has ceased to be used as a graveyard~" On October 14, 1850, 

the Reverend Robert J. Blair, of' Pluckemin and Bedminster, copied the 

inscriptions on the then standing tombstones in this cemetery, and 

this list was in time deposited with the New Jersey Historical Society. 

AndrewD. M31lick, Jr., on May 1, 1892, deposited with the same 

Society a new list o~ inscriptions as then taken from the stoneso These 

two lists agree, except that dates vary in one or two cases, and that 

B1air's list contains three inscriptioe not given by :Mellick, unless 

that of "John Castner, Sr.," really refers to the same stone as 

appears in Mellick's list as 11J.O. 1786."
49 

Twenty years later, in 

1912, most of the stones mentioned in both these lists wera found still 

standing, and a new one was also discovered, marked "H.S.1760, tt which 

inscription bears ear1ier date than any other in the yard. 50 M3.ny 

51 
persons buried in this plot were members or old st. Paul's. 

The tradition long persisted, and still persists with some 

1ocal pemple, that a goodly number of the original tombstones in this 

cemetery were removed early in the nineteenth century, when st. Paul's 
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was destroyed, tor building purposes. There seems to be but slight 

basis, as recent research on the particular subject proves, further 

to accredit the fantastic stories which have sprung up in this 

connection from time to time, though broken tombstones, because of 

their unsightliness, may well have been removed from the yard and given 

t t . l 52 over o some prac ica use. 

At least two of the original tombstones in the old cemetery 

have been replaced by new m.onuments.53 One of them presumably marks 

the last resting place of Captain William Leslie, son of the Earl of 

Lr.,ven, in Scotland, who was mortally wounded while fighting on the 

British side at Princeton.
54 

Lying helpless on the battle-field, 

young Leslie, a valiant officer, was recognized by his father's friend, 

Dr. Benjamin Rush, who persuaded Washington to take him along to 

Pluckemin in order, if possible, to save his life. Leslie died, however, 

at or near Pluckemin, and there he was accordeu a funeral with military 

honors. His burial was in the Lutheran graveyard. Accounts of this 

ritual may be found in various publications, notably in Andrew D. Mellick, 

:rr. 's. , Story ,2!. An Old Farm, pages 385-387. The tombstone erected 

to the captain's memory by Dr. Rush was supplanted, about 1836, by 

the present one, which was set up by Professor Ogilby, of Rutgers 

College, to rep1ace the crumbling original. The inscription on the 

second atone, however, is said to liave~rema.ined the same as on the first~ 

and it reads as follows: "In Memory of' the Honb~e ca:pt:C: WI.LL'Jf-IESLIE 

of the 17th British Regiment Son of the Earl of Leven in Scotland He 

fell jan. 3.d 1777 Aged 26 yr~ at the Battle of Princeton His friend 

-16-
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Benj. Rush MoD. of Philadelphia hath caused this Stone to be erected 

as a mark of his esteem for his WORI'H and of his respect for his noble 
55 

family. 11 Photographs of the Leslie tombstone, the Lutheran-Presbyterian 

graveyard, and the present Presbyterian Church of Pluckemin are included 

in this reporto 
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Present Presbyterian 
Church of PJ.uckemin, north­
·west corner, September 23, 
1935. 'fhe old Luthero.n­
Prcsbyterian graveyard is 
in the lot just uorth or 
this building. One of the 
tombstones may l>e seen in 
the photogra.pho 

Old Luthera.TJ.-Presbyteria.n gre.veynrd at Pluckemb., vieiTeJ 
from the vrestc On the right is the present Presbyterian Chu:r-ch 
of Phickemino Photograph to...."lcen October 4, 1935. 
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Tombstone of Captain \'iillia.m Leslie i::1. old Lutheran-
Presbyterian graveyard at Pluckemin. 
Photograph taken in summer of 1935. 

XV 111 

The sto~e faces westo 



Sect ion 7: The Military Hos:pi ta:L during The ~ !2!._ 

Independence: 

Two references have been found which certify to the existence 

of a Continenta:LArmy hospita:L at Pluckemin during the War for Indepen-

56 
dance. They occur in Washington's Orderly Book, ~-11§.Q., and are 

as follows: 

''Head Q,uarters March llth, 1780. 
• . • The 2d Penna Brigade will Relieve the Pluckamin Hospi ta:L 
Fatigue Tomorrow."57 

"Head Quarters, Morris Town 
6th J'une, 1780. 

••• A subaltern from Hand's Brigade to relieve the subaltern 
from Clinton's now superintending the Hospital at Pluckamin." 58 

It is DOssible, as noted in another section of this report, that St. 

Paul's Lutheran Church may have served the purpose of a hospital during 

the war. 59 Certainly there was a hospital establishment in Pluckemin 

at that timeo 

-1.8-



• 1,· 

..,..I ' -i-

---•---• ---- - ----- •• ~ ··- ___ _. ____ -- ·-- . !-> _)~ ---

Section 8: The Grave of Julia Knox: -- ------
In the burial ground of the Dutch Refom.eu Church, near 

the Xacobus Van Derveer house, 60 a large tombstone, lying flat on the 

ground, can still be seen. It bears the fallowing ins·cription: trtrnder 

this stone a.re deposited the Remains of Julia Knox, an infant who died 

the second of July, 1779. She was the second daughter of Henry and 

Lucy Knox, of Boston, in New England."
61 

Mt-a. Knox was, in all, the mother of ten children, seven 

of whom_died in infancy. Bedminster traditions preserve an unhappy 

story in connection with little Julia's death. Notwithstanding that 
,, .. 

Knox was in its township at the time, defending the popular cause, the 

Dutch Refonned Church refused his child a sepulchre on the reasoning 

that the father's membership in the Congregational denomination would by 

association contaminate its graveyard. The general's host, old Jacobus 

Van Derveer, even though himself one of the Dutch Refonned consistory, 

had suffered from similar bigotry when the other trustees, a few years 

before, refused to aocord a burial. place to a daughter of his who had 

suffered from insanity, this despite the fact that the church-grounds 

had been a gift to the congregation from the very same man they treated 

so harshly. "Van der Veer buried his daughter in a field just beyond 

the line of the 'God's acre.' He is said to have taken Knox by the hand, 

and leading him to the lonely grave outside the fence, ejaculated with 

a choking voice, 'Gen'ral, this is my ground, bury your child here.' 

The prejudice of the church people seems to have lessened, as a few years 

later the fence was moved, so that the burial-ground now includes the 

once excluded graves of the children of honest old jaoobus Van der Veer 



62 
and the brave Revoiutionary soldier.tt A photograph of the Julia Knox 

tomb~tone is ino1uded in this report. 
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Tombstone and grave of Julia Knox in old 
Dutch Reformed Church graveynrd, near the Jacobus 
Van De:rveer house, October 9, 1935. 
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Section 9: The "Revolutionarytt Beacon: 

When Washington's headquarters were at l'tliddlebrook in the 

spring of 1779, another portion of his army, under Brigadier-General 

Knox, as previously noted, was established at Pluckemin. The commander­

in-chief, anxious to protect this area against surprise attack, soon 

ordered the erection of a number of beacons for that purpose. Accordingly, 
• 

on :Mu-ch 23, 1779, he wrote to Knox: 

"For the more speedy assembling of the militia upon 
an emergency, I have agreed with the field officers in this 
and the next County to erect beacons upon the most con­
spicuous hills, the firing of which shall be signals for them 
to repair to their different al.arm posts. You will be pleased 
to have. one erected upon the mountain in the rear of Pl.uckemin, 
upon the_ place tha.t shall seem most viaibJ.e from the adjacent 
County. The beacons are proposed to be· built of l.ogs in the 
form of a pyramid, 16 or 1.8 feet square at the base and about 
20 feet in height, the inner part to be filled with brush. 
Should there be occasion to fire it you shall have prop er 

t . n63 no ioe ... o 

The present writer has seen no other reference to this bee.con 

at PJ.uckemin. 
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Section 10: ''J"acoh's Lodge,tt ~ Dr. Henr~ Van Derveer House: 

J"uat north of the .Raritan River's north branch, and east 

of the main road leading into Pluckemin, is a stately old house built 

by the eccentric Dr. Henry Van Derveer, whose grandfather was 

J"acobus Van Derveer, the Revolutionary patriot. This h~use, which was 

built about 1820, has no relation to the War for Independence but is 

mentioned here because it constitutes, in an excellently preserved 

condition, an unusually fine example of early and middle nineteenth 

century architecture. Its interior, ·also, is furnished in keeping with 

that period. A great amount of locust timber, it is said, went into 

this house, being abundant on the Van Derveer estate years ago. 

Neither the doctor, nor his sister Phoebe, who kept house 

for him, ever married. The story is told that each occupied one-half 

the mansion house. It is further related that Phoebe, dressed in her 

best, would once a week cross the hall to ~sit Henry, and that her 

brother, a few hours later, garbed in his ruffled shirt and broadcloth, 
64 

would return the call. This place is now In.own as "J"acob's Lodge." 

Five photographs of it, exteriors and interiors, are included in this 

report. A memorandum on its architectura.1 features by Assistant Architect 

Danie1 C. Jensen. is appended to ~he same. 
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The Dr. 'Henry Van Derveer house ( 11Jacob 1 s Lodge") as it looks 
today. Front or west eleve.tion., October 9, 1935. 

The Dro Henry Van Derveer house, northeast 
corner, October 9~ 1935. 

-PLATE: XX I 



The Dr. Henry Van Derveer 
house, interior. Entrance hall, 
first floor, October 9, 1935. 

The Dr. Henry Van Derveer house, interior. Viantel 
and fireplace in southwest room, first floor, October 
9, 1935. 
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The Dr. Henry Van Derve0r house, interior. :?ireple.ce 
and mantel in northwest room, firs·t floor, October 9: 19350 

-PLATE X )(IV 



seoti an ll.: The ~ Fenner House; 

Near the center of present-day Pluckemin, on the east side 

of the road from Bedminster, is an old ramshackle structure known in 

recent days as the Fenner house. Here it was that General Washington 

is reputed to have established his headquarters on Saturday and Sunday, 

J"anuary- 4 and 5, 1.777, during the course of his march to :Morristown 

following the memorable American victory at Princeton. 

The commander-in-chief was unquestionably resident in 

Pluckemin on the above-mentioned dates. From there, also, he wrote 

to Cone;ress , on January 5, a succinct report of the mil.i tary engagement 

at Princeton.
65 

But although it is accredited by several. local. historians, 
~ . 

no documentary evidence has been uncovered to support the trao.ition that 

Washington stayed in the Fenner house, either then or at any other 

time. 

By whom, and when, this particular building was erected is 

• not definitely known, though its construction presumably dates from 

• about 1750. Ivhtthew (or M:l.tthias) Lane, whose father Matthias came 

from M:>mnouth County about 1745 and purchased three hundred acres of 

land east of Van Vliet's mills on the Raritan River's north branch, 

supposed.1y occupied the house in Revolutionary times. This man, in 

1787, was Pluckemin's leading storekeeper, and he apparently conducted 

his business in that part of the building which now pppears as a wing 

adjoining the original structure. In this attached portion, it would 

seem also, William Teeple had a tailor shop during the midcile nineteenth 

century, he having purchased the land and buildings, .uecember 9, 1836, 

from Peter Van Derveer. 
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Teepl.e sold, M:trch 31, 1856, to J"acob Dow, who conveyed to 

Reverend Frederick F. Cornell, M:l.rch 14, 1857, and the latter owned bhe 

property at his death in 1875. In 1884, J"ohn Fenner, J"r., acquired 

the house, and seemingly a farm connected with it, by purchase. Part 

of this land was conveyed by Mr. Fenner to J"ames Brown, J"r., by him 

to Nathan Compton, and by him to his son, Andrew Compton, who owned 

the aforesaid tract in 1916. A Mrs. Sarah Harmer also occupied the 

house late in the nineteenth century. 

Several historical. traditions, other than the one already 

mention~d, are connected with the l'enner house. One is that Washington 

wrote his account of the Battle of Princeton in the front room of 
4"1 

this house, another that he held important councils with his officers 

in the same room, _and a third that he and his wife M3.rtha passed two 

successive nights in the large room o-verhead. Still a fourth tradition 

is that an officer rode on horseback up and down the broad interior 

staircase or the Fenner house during the War for Independence. None 

of these various traditionst accepted locally though they are, can 

now be verified as fact. 

Al1. information given in the two preceding paragraphs comes 

from a brief article written by Mr. john A. Powel.son and :published in 
66 

the 1916 volume of the Somerset County Historica1 Q,uarterly. Another 

volume of the same journal, that ror 1913, contains biographical. and 

geneal.ogical. data. on a. certain 11M!.tthias lane, Jr.,n who may be the 

nMatthew Lane 11 to whom Mr. Powelson refers in his article, although no 

mention is made in the data either of his keeping a store or of his 

having an interest in the Fenner house property. 
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Matthias lane, Jr., was born in Bedminster Township, 
67 

October 7, 1746, a son of :Matthias Lane, Sr. The father emigrated 

from Monmouth County in 1744 and on May 14 of that year purchased some 

568 acres of land on the Allamatunk (Lamington) River. He was an 

elder in the Bedminster Dutch Church when it was incorporated on 

September 12, 1791, having been chosen for that office first in 1789, 

and again in 1793 and 1797. During the War for Independence., 

M:ltthias, Sr., was too old for military service at the front, but 

three of his sons, Matthias, ;fr., Guisbert, and Derick, performed 

that office for the American cause, the latter becoming a captain and 

serving throughout the war. At the ti!lle o:f a certain British cavalry 

raid near Pluckemin (probably the raid of December, 1776), writes one 

local historian, "Peter Lane's father, Imtthias, Sr., was appointed 

to collect up all the pewter plates and dishes, which were much in 

use those days, and deposit them at certain recognized places, viz: 

Pluckemin and Larger Cross Roads. They were then melted into bul1ets 

to shoot the British. Lead was scarce, and these :pewter bullets, 

run in common moulds, were the substitute. u
68 

The son o.f this man, Matthias Lane, J"r., served as a private 

during the War fo~ Independence ( as per Trenton records), but in 

what regiment and for how long is not stated. After the war, he was 

probably a captain of .militia, since there was a "Captain Matthiasn 

in Bedminster in 17~0. He was a deacon in the Bedminster Dutch Church, 

1793 and 1797, and an elder in the same> 1808 and 1814. He was a 
69 

prominent man and was frequently called upon to settle estates." 
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The interior condition of the Fenner house seems to have 

changed but little, except for deterioration, since Mr. Powelson 

described it as follows nineteen years ago: "The wide hall, broad stairs 

and their clumsy banister~, immense oaken beams of the ceiling and 

small inner doors ( except as stated below) , are there as they were 

in the olden times. So is the old Colonial chimney, with its four 

separate flues, fireplaces and mantels. Also the windows on the 

second f'1oor and their 7 x 9 ~anes of glass, except that two of these 

panes were removed by Revo Mr. Cornell during his ownership, because 

there were scratched on them several names, two supposed to be these 

oi~British prisoners tellI.Porarily confined there after the Battle 

of Princeton. On one pane so removeci are the names of 'Henry Dawkins, 

engraver,t and 'George Dickens,' and on the other, under the figures 

o:e a man and woman and a dog, or fox, is the name, 'J"ohn Phenix, Esq.' 

We know who the latter was - a justice of the peace of Bedmins-ter and 

a staunch lpyalist. The two former names are certainly of British 

origin. The Cornell family at Somerville still have these panes. 

The windows in the first story were replaced with new glass by NJr. Fenner. 

He also replaced two doors I one taken from the recently destroyed ol.d 

Somerset courthouse, and another from the ancient Freeman house at Mine 

Brook, which was pulled down by the present owner of that property, 

70 
Mr-. Richard V. Lindabury. tt A memorandum. on the present architectural 

features and condition of the house, as prepared by Assistant Architect 

Daniel o. Jensen, is appendeu to this report. Also included therein are 

eight exterio.r and interior photographs of the building. 
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The Joh.11 Fe1mer house as it looked in 1916 or earliero Photo­
stai:;i,:} copy of a photograph of the buildi..'1.g, west or front eleva­
tion, as reproduced i..'1. the Sor.ierset Covn~ Historical quarterly, 
Vol. V, facing P• 81, 
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~he John Fenner house., front or y:est elevation., as it looked 
in the sur:lill.er of 1935. 
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The John Fen.>1.er house' sou\,. -Lh::west corner, 
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The Jorn1 Fenner house, rear or east elevation, summer of 1935. 
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The John Fe11...ner house, northeast cor-.c.er ~ su.mme'.!.' of 1935. 
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The John Fenner house., northwest come!'_, su.z;nner of' 1935. 
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The John Fenner house, interior, mantel and fireylace on first 
floor, September 23, l935. 
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The ,John Fenner house, detail of sta.iruay, southeast i!-!ter­
ior, first floor, swmr.er of 1935. 
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- • - Section .11.2: ~ Emergency lhrket at Pluckemin During 

~ War ~ Independence: 

On February 14, 1776, the Somerset County Committee of 

Correspondence, at their meeting in Hillsborough, President 

John Witherspoon of the College.or New Jersey (now Princeton) in the 

chair, declared that , for the :purpose of benefiting the "inland Trade't 

of the county, "whatever will make it easy for every Person, old or 

young, rich or poor, to do a little and immeuiately to turn tbat little 

to their own Advantage as well as throw it into the Public Service, 

must have the most immediate and powerful influence. 1' Accordingly, 

markets were afterwards established (the Connnittee1 s order was dated 

February 21., 1776) at Pluckemin, Bernardatown, Bound Brook, and 

Princeton for wool, woolen yarn, cloth, fine and coarse wool cards, 

rough and dressed flax, linen yarn~ green and whitened clqth, and reeds 

and mounting for looms, wheels, and reels. The Pluckemin market was 
71 

scheduled for the first Tuesday in each month. 
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Section 13: 72 
The Knox Artillery Park: -------- . .__... 

Among the more tangible reminders of the War for Independence 

as it affected Pluckemin is the encampment site of Brigadier-General 

Henry Knox's artillery corps. This is situated less than a mile north­

north-east of the village along the foot of the Second Watchung Mountain, 

a short distance south of the latter's western extremity, its elevation 

being about 2~ feet above sea level. Barracked here in 1778 and 1779, 

under the command of Knox, was a force of 1607 men, divided into 49 

companies and equipped with 6Q fiel.d-pieces consisting of mortars, how-

1 tzers, and some heavy cannon. "The tract of land chosen was generall.y 

le,.Yel, extending north due south, with the wooded hillside to the east 

and gently sloping fields to the west of it o At present (1917] mu.ch 

of· the Ce.mp is a1ong the edge of the woods; other portions are on the 

hillside as well as in a strip of woods to the northwest. In the 

matter of potable water it was well. supplied, there being four small 

streams within easy reach, all of them tributary to the North Branch of 

the Baritan River.rt 

The major portion of this camp site, in 1917, was on the 

estate of Mr. Grant B. Schley, but outlying posts were noted at the time 

as being located on the Woods farm adjoining, and near the Buttermilk 

Falls, on T. M. James' farm, at a point commanding the entrance to the 

valley between the two Wa tohung mountains. There were also detached 

posts, in the shape of mounds, on the Schley estate, one of them being 

on the slope bordering a ravine, some 400 yards east of the main encampment, 

the other located about a mile northee.st of it, between the quarry and 

the Raritan River. 
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It was at Mr. Schley's invitation, almost twenty years ago, 

that a New Jersey archaeologist, Max Schrabisch by name, undertook 

to investigate a part of this site. Eleven weeks were devoted to such 

work, but only a small portion of the site, that is, a tract about 

450 feet long by about 30 to 80 feet wide, and running "north and 

south along the east slope of' the hill.," could be examined. 

In the area described, Sch.rabisch observed twenty mounds, 

thirteen of th an arranged. in a straight line through the southern 

portion, the remaining seven being scattered irregularly to the north 

of theseo "Ea.ch mound averaged about ten feet in diameter and was two 

feet high. The southerly ones were usually from six to eight feet 

apart. The excavation of twelve of them invariably revealed a fire­

place built near the centre, about a foot below the top. The soil 

within was discolored by ashes and charcoal and the rocks were fire­

stained, that is, burned to the color of bricks, One of the mounds 

appeared to contain two hearths at right angles to rech oth~. As a 

rule there were no remains associatea. with the mounds save a few bones, 

nail.a and pieces of chinaware or earthen jars." Schrabisch restored 

all the tumu.li to their original condition insofar as that was possible. 

In a report such as the present one, it is not practicable 

to relate at 1ength all the detai1s or this archaeologist's subsequent 

findings, and for the same tbose interested are referred to his own pub­

lished narrative. It should be said, however, tbat Schrabisch uncovered 

what he believed. to be the ruined foundations of numerous camp buildings 

of the hut or "shack" type. Four refuse pits were also investigated. 
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Among the relics and debris unearthed were the following interesting 

items: hundreds of oyster and hard clam shells, beef an~ pig bones~ 

pieces or sheet iron, broken bottles and chinaware, several thousand 

hand-wrought nail.a, an iron ring and staples, a ramrod, a crude saw, 

hand-ma.de rifle bullets, a broken horseshoe and three oxshoes, a human 

tooth, a long and thin-pronged fork, a cleaver, several clasp-knives with 

bone handles, disc-shaped pieces of pewter, fragments of clay pipes, 

half a dozen gun flints, some broken buckles, grapeshot, more than sixty 

buttons, three copper coins, and a chunk of dark blue argillite. M:>st 

oft""the buttons referred to were military in char~cter, "about as large 

as a nickl.e and variously ma.rkedo Thus, a few displayed the. initials 

'D.R.' anu 'U.S.A.;' other exhibited the numbers '4,' '29, 1 '53' and 

'66,' and about a score were decorated with a cannon and a flagstaff o" 

Some other buttons, described by Schrabisch as 0 evid.ently belonging to vests 

and trousers," were "ornamented with tiny crosses or concentric rings .. " 

One coin referred to above "was in a fair state of preservation, showing 

on its obverse the head of the English King, George the Second, with 

the words 1 Georgius llo Rex' around the margin; on its reverse, a 

figure symbolizing Great Britain, with the word 'Britannia' above it, 

and the date '1739' at the bottom. The second coin was badly worn and 

could not be identified. The third coin lay near the centre of a shack, 

about five inches below the surface. It displayed on its obverse a 

profile view of King George the Second, and above it the wor~ 'Georgius 

II. Rex;' and on the reverse, the coat of arms of Irelan~, i.e.~ a harJ? 

surmounted by a crown, with the date 1 1760' at the bottom." 
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On October 3J.~ J.935, Junior Historian McCain and the 

writer examined what is believed to be the same encampment site VTorked 

over by Schrabisch years ago. Photo&rraphs were taken of several mounds 

in the area, and these are appended to this re:port. One mound was 

partially dug into by hand, with the result that several. bits of bone, 

bivalve shells, two handwrought nails, a piece of iron, bits of charcoal, 

and a button marked With concentric circles were found, all of which 

were later cleaned and photographedo 
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Typical tumuli on the 
Knox artillery encamp~ent 
site, Uovember, 1935. The 
second photograph, lfoo 1857, 
shows one of the mounds 
before partial excavatio~ 
by the writer a.71.d Ju.-riior 
Historian ifoCain ( see pa.rt 
III, section 13, of this 
report)o The bottom photo­
graph shov1s the same 
mou...>'l.d after this excavation. 
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The Knox artillery encampment sit~., Yaterials f'ou.nd in partial 
excavation of one of' the tumuli by the writer and Junior Historian 
McCain (see part III, section 13, of this report), November, 1936. 
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Section 14: The French Alliance Anniversary Celebration 

of 1779: --
February 18> 1779, was a day of great pagentry and festivity 

in Pluekemin, for then "was celebrated in proper style near headquarters': 

the anniversary or the so-called French illiance. 73 This event should 

actually have transpired on February 6 t but it was postponed for almost 

two weeks until the arrival of General Washington from Philadelphia. 74 

The commander-in-chief, says local historian Andrew D. !.1ellick,Jr., 

"rode on the :parade at three o'clock in the af'ternoon, n and was soon 

followed by Mt-s. Washington and fo m.er President of the Continental 

Congress Henry Iaurens in a coach drawn by four horseso 75 .About an 

hour later, the opening of this celebration, sponsored by Brigadier-

General Henry Knox and his officers, was formally announced by the 

discharge of thirteen or more cannon, after which "the gentlemen·. and 

ladies for a large circuit around the camp," together with "a vast 

concourse of spectators from every pert of the Jersies," repaired for 

refreshment and entertainment to a large building supposedly located 
76 

near the Boylan house and kn.own in that time as the "Academy." 

"In the uvening,tt said the New Jersey Gazette of M3.rch 3, 

1779, "was exhibited a very fine set of fireworks, conducted by 

Col. Stevens - arrangect. on the point of a Teiqpl.e of one hundred feet 

in length, and proportionally high. The Temple shewed THIBTEEN arches, 

each displaying an illuminated painting. - The centre aroh was ornamented 

with a pediment, larger than any of the others; - and the whole edifice 
77 

supported by a colonnade, of the Corinthian order." 

In the Academy, meanwhile, a ball was in progress, opened 

by the dignified Washington himself, and the merrymaking seems to have 
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gone on into the. small hotll's of the next morning. nAt least we had 

above seventy la.dies, tt wrote Knox with obvious enthusiasm, "a.J.1 of the 

first ~ in the State. We danced all night; between 300 and 400 
78 

gentlemen; an elegant room." 

It is probable that Pluckemin never had another such 

celebration in its history. Nothing remains of the old Academy, however, 

or of the patriotically constructed "TenpJ.e," and the exact J.ocation 

of either remains a moot point today. 
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llb'nell, ~• ~•, p. 711; Mellick, ~• cit., PP• 162-163. 
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12:Mellick, ~.cit., pp 92-93; manuscript of Mr. John A. 
Powelson, of Pluckemin, who has in his :possession the original. sub­
scription list. A copy of Mr. Powelson's manuscript is in the writer's 
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15
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dated August 12, 1772, was proved Sept. 10, 1?80, which would seem to 
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(Archives of the State of New J'erse:y, 1st ser., Vol. xx:, 286, note 2). 
Cf. note 11 of this report. 

16rt is definitely known that Christian Eoff held a tavern 
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in~lusi ve { ,tSomerset Innho1ders," loc • cit.) • 

17:Mellick, ~• cit., p. 163. CF. ma.nu.script of Mr. Iiohn A. 
Powelson. See also infra, passimo 

18Ma.nuscript of Mr. John A. Powelson. The oldest resident 
of the village in 191.6, Mrs. Ann N. Vanderveer, stated that she lived 
in the MoEowen house when a girl., and that it was then "very old.u 
The nails in the building, she said, were all hand-forgeu at that 
time. (Somerset County Historioal, Quarterly, Vol. V, 234). 

19
snell., .2Il• cit. ,P• 712; manuscript of :Mr. John A. Powelson. 

20Snell, ~• Cit. ,P• 712; manuscript of Mr. John A. Powelsono 

21snell, .2R.• ~• ,P• 712; • manuscript of Mr. John A. Powelson, 
where the following additional statement appears: "When Doctor Holly, 
who became the owner fifteen years ago, removed the north end of the old 
house that had been the store, they (s.J..c] discovered a secret box in 
the floor, - probably the old Squire's safety deposit vault. 11 

22 Ibid. 

23Ibid.; Snell, ~• cit., p. 712. Squire El.ias Brown :purchased 
this house from the McEowen family in 1824, and from him it passed to 
one David McCullough, thence, in 1852, to Jaoo'b Vosseller, who sold it, 
about 1871, to James Brown, Sr. James Brown, Jr., inherited the property 
and disposed of it to Francis Bacon,. of New York City, who in turn sold it 
to the Doctor Holly referred to in note 21, supra. {Somerset County Historical 
,iµarterly, Vol.. V, 234}. 

-35-

,._,~ 
;, 



', -· 

24
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~., Vol. VI (Somerville: 191.7}, 101; manuscript of ~. J"ohn A. Powel­
son; Snell, ER.• cit., p. 712. J"ohn Boyl.an also held a tavern license 
from 1778 to 1781. inclusive ("Somerset Innholders," loo.~-, p. 279). 

25snell, ~. cit • , p. 712; Mellick, .2R..• cit. , p. 582; Honeyman, 
loo. cit. "One of the day-books of the Van Derveer mill store is in 
possession of Samuel w. Davenport, of Somerville, and shows the line 
of purchase of the people of that time. Some of the prices are here 
given, the currency being in polinds, shillings, and pence. Rum was the 
staple in liquors, and sol.d for 58. 6_!. per gallon; mollasses, 2s. 6i.; 
sugar, ad.per .lb.; tea, 5s.; coffee, ls.9.9:.,:.; butter, la.; nails, lid.; 
red broadcloth, £.1 7f!. per yard; calico, 5!.,. 3d.; corn, 4s. 6d. per 
bushel. ••• Mr. Boylan was an.extensive manufacturer of potash, that 
being then an important article of commerce.tt (Snell., £I!..• .2!!.• ,P• 712}. 

26Ibid.; Somerset County Historical Quarterly, Vol.o V, 234. 
Boylan, in 1773, was nmnbereu among the managers of a lottery for the 
disposal of certain lands in Bridgewater Township (Honeyman, loc. cit., 
p. 102). - -

27Ibid. 

28Ibid. J'ohn Boylan died March 4, 1793, at the age of forty­
six. His widow Eleanor, daughter of one Samuel Hodge, survived him 
fifty-three years. By her will, she left the property to William Boylan, 
a son, who at his death in 1861 passed it on to his sister, Mt-a. Sarah B. 
Parker. At her death in 1882 it went to M3.ry Van Dervoort, M:iry Parker, 
and Sarah :r. Bolmer~ of whom three years later,· the property was purchased 
by Dr. John Beekman, who conveyed it to Nathan Compton, at whose death 
in 1905 it passed to Andrew Compton, the present owner (Somerset County 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. V, 234). Both Mr. and :Mrs. John Boylan 
are buried in the old cemetery at Basking Ridge (Honeyman, ~• 
£.!i•, PP• 102-103; Snell, £?1?.• .2!1•, P• 712). 

29:Mallick, ~• .£!.i•, pp. 461, 471. "New York, December 19. . 
By late accounts from New J'ersey, we are informed, that General Washington's 
Headquarters were at Mrs. Wallaces, .•• Brigadier General Knox's, with 
the .Artillery, at Col. M'Donald' s, at Plucks.min ••• " (New ~ Gazette 
and Weekly Mercury~ Dec. 21, 1778, as quoted in Archives of ~ state of 
~ J'ersey, 2nd ser., Vol. ll [Trenton: l-:,03} , 5~9-600). This news item 
may or may not conflict with other evidence cited. It may mean that 
Knox actually stayed for a time at McDonald's, the p:i:per may be in error, 
or only the artillery may have been tezqpora.rily encamped on McDonald's • 
farm. 
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PART V 

HISTOBICAL RESTORATIVE AND BECOl~TRUCTrvE VALUE 

OF TSE PLUCKETi/ITN AREA TO THE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE: 



It is pertinent, in bringing this report to a conclusion, 

to ofter some brief comment on the historical reatoratige and reconstructive 

value on the Pluckemin area. Such comment will naturally resolve itself 

around seven main considerations: (1) association of the area with 

famous men or events, (2) physical condition of the sites and antiquities, 

(3) availability for Unived States Government acquisition of such sites 

and antiquities, (4) similarity or dissimilarity of the area to other 

areas aµ-eady preserved to posterity through the National Park Service, 

(5) connection or disconnection of the Pluckemin area with the same, 
.,,. 

(6) character of source material for historical study of the area, and 

(7) the e~ucational possibilities of preservation. 

The foregoing pages of this report amply testify to the 

association of the Pluckemin area with famous men and events, though 

this association, except in the case of Brigadier General Knox, was 

only for very brief periods of time. All such associative significance, 

however, derives from connection with things military in character, 

and otherwise Pluckemin has no great importance on the national scene. 

Comment mn the second point is less obviously arrived at. 

About one-fourth of the buildings and antiquities described in this 

report are now destroyed. The McEowen ho~se is in such remodeled 

condition as to render its restoration of doubtful value. In less 

degree the same is true o:r the Boylan house. Very 11 ttle has been done 

to change the appearance of the Fenner house, in all probability, and 

this structure presents many interesting architectural features, but of 
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late years it has suffered great deterioration due to lack of proper 

repairs. It could, therefore, possibly be: restored with good ef:t'ect, 

though at considerable cost. The jaoobus Van Derveer house, or Knox 

headquarters, really presents fine possibilities where restoration is 

concerned.So also does the Dr. Henry Van Derveer place. Captain Leslie's 

tombstone, as has been noted, is not the original, and it may be that 

the tablet covering the grave of Lucy Knox is not the first marker placed 

over her last resting place. Part of the Knox artillery encampment site 

has been worked over. perhaps not so satisfactorily as might.have been 

wished, but there is probably a good deal of worthwhile .material in and 
,,, 

on the ground. 

In the present aspect of the subject, no attempt has been 

made to ascertain the terms on which any or all of these sites and 

antiquities uescribed could be acquired by the United States Government 

except in the case of the Fenner liouse, the present owner of which, 

Mr. Hugh Gaston,is willing to donate it to any reliable agency for 

purposes or preservation. 

The Pluckemin area is historically similar to that of 

Morristown fDommany angles. It boasts a 7lashington's headquarters in 

the Fenner house, though the basis for this is traditional only, a 

Knox hea~quarters in the Jacobus Van Derveer house, here again a traditional 

basis only, and a Continental Arm.y encmnpment site of the barrack hut 

type. On the other ·band, its scale is somewhat dwarfed by that of 

lvbrristown, and it does not present the natural features of such a section 

of ~rristown National Historical Park as, for instance, Jockey Hollow. 
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There is, as we have seen, a connecting link between the 

M)rristown and Pluckemin areas in the fact that ~Jashington, immediately . 

after the Battle of Princeton, nr,rcheu to the former by ~cy of the 

latter place. The two communities, the first a town and the second a 

village, were both on the main line of traffic between New York and. 

Philadelphia. 

Source materials on the Pluckemin area are chie.f'ly secondary 

in character, as witness the note references in this report, and are 

by no means so plentiful as those relatin.; to the l..brristown sector. 

Thi writer has not had access to any considerable manuscript collections, 

however, and it may be that these, when consulted, will reveal something 

of interest. 

T.he educational possibilities of the Pluckemin area, when 

and if restored or reconstructed from historical points of view, will 

be much the same in character, though less in degree, as those at 

M::>rristown National Historical. Park are today. The locale only will be 

slightly different. Some good work in the way of early nineteenth 

century social. history in northern New ~ersey could probably be done with 

"Jacob's Lodge," the Dr. Henry Van Derveer :place, and that at not too 

great an expense. The Fenner and Jacobus Van Derveer houses could be used, 

in addition to their respective associations with 1Jashington and Knox, 

as eighteenth century exhibits of good character. 

Junior Historiano 

-42-



j ;, 
\ 

I 
f 
l 
I 

' I 

I 

.... , 

i 
1 

.APPJSNJ)IOES 

: 

l 

l 
t 4\--

l 
l 

. -• .. • ___ _...._· ._. --- - - . ·-· ·- . ·-- .... 



APPENDIX.!_ 

REPORT FOR TKR: SCJPERINrENDENT IN RE: ~ ]"ENI:lER HOUSE 

AT PLUC.KEMill, ~ J"ERSh."7, 

The house consists of two parts built at.different periods. 

It is rectangular in structure, two stories in height, has a gable 

roof, a~d is identical in plan with the Guerin House, in that it has 

a hall at the side of the house from front to rear> with the stairs 

#' 
to the second floor in this hall. The main part of the building was 

the only one investigated. It seems to date from the middle 18th 

century-. 

Flanking the hall which has been mentioned, there are two 

rooms, front and rear, each having a corner fireplace with what 

appear to be the original. mantels. 

The second fl.oor plan is identical with that of the first 

fl.oor, and the flues of the four fireplaces, two on each floor, go up 

through the attic in one chimney. 

The attic is open with fine old framing in good oonditiono 

The old flooring is also in good shape. 

Because the flooring on the first and second floors ia 

covered With linol.eum, it could not be examined. Probably, however, it 

is nondescript. 

The stairs of this house are quite unusuai. The balasters 

and rail. are ltn good condition and well turned and moulded, though the 
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rai1 is very heavy. 

The newel. post is very pl.ain with a smal.l a_ppl.ied moulded 

cap and drop. 

The tread and rise of the stairs is unusually low, being 

about ten inches and six inches respectively, a very uncomfortable 

combination. 

The closure panel under the stairs is made of vertical boards 

with a raised panel on every other board and a bead on the others. This 

is an exact detail, both in shape and size, as is found in the sheathing 

or the Wick House. 

-.,/ 'lll.e condition of the house is very bad. It is rapidly going 

to ruin, but enough of the original structure remains to make possible 

a satisfactory restoration. 

The old front door is gone, but its _present owner is known. 

Mmy of the old interior doors are in place, some with the origina1 

hardware. 

Several of the original sash are still in place and are the 

characteristic type of twelve over eight lights. 

~ .c. ~ 
Daniel c. jensen, 

Assistant Architect. 
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.APPENDIX II 

REPORT FOR THE SUPERINTENDENr IN RE: THE JACOBUS Vl\N DERVEER 

HOUSE AT PLUCEEMIN, NEW JERSEY. 

NOVEMBER .§., 1.935. 

Fol.lowing the visit of October 4 to the Jacobus Van Derveer 

house, when the owner was not found to be at home, a return trip 

was made on November 6. 

This building, al.so known as the headquarters of Brigadier­

General Knox in 1.779-l.78O, is a one and one-half story farmhouse, with 

the exterior being greatly altered. A large porch has been added on 

the north siue, the small kitchen wing appears to be a later addition, 

dormers have been added to the roof, and the entire exterior has been 

stuccoed, possibly over the original siding. 

An old photograph and one remaining window _give evidence 

that the second floor was originally lighted with belly windows. Places 

where the stucco has dr6pped off show the old. weatherboards underneath. 

These are beaded and have a six inch exposure. All the sash are replace-

ments. 

The interior of the house presents a number of striking 

features. The plan is a central hall., the stairs running longitudinally 

with apparently original turned balusters. The newel. could be a 

replacement, as its character is much heavier than that of the 

balusters and all the other details in the house. Some of the windows 

have the original architraves, while others are replace&ents or 

alterations. 
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The hall is flanked by two rooms on each side, and the 

mantels in these rooms are unusually fine, there being one in each 

room. 'fb.e detail of each of these mantels is very delicate, ~nd in 

the southwest room, the entire west side has been paneled, which is 

something quite out of the ordinary for this section. The aforesaid 

pe.neling incorporates a china closet with scallol)eu shelving, and 

it appears that there was originally another such closet on the other 

side of.the mantel, where there is at present a door. 

The mouldings and arrangement of the panels in the doors of 
., 

this perticuler room are identical ,1i th those in the Fenner house. 

This leads one to believe that they might both have been done by the 

same cwtm'tsma.n. The' dividing partition of this room and the adjoining 

one has been removed, making one large living roomo 

The ceiling of these two rooms bas exposed beams, the old 

pine flooring above forming the ceiling. 

M:>st of the house has been refloored with modern flooring -

no old hardware remains anci. most of the doors are re:plo.cerrents. 

The second floor of the house has been altered somewhat, 

due to the addition of the dormers and a bathroom, but the house in 

general would permit a most successful and authentic restoration. 

{d)o. r --e C. ~ 
Daniel c. ~ensen, 

Assist~nt Architecto 
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APPENDIX III 

REPORT E.Q!!. ~SUPERTh"I'ENDENT IN RE: THE DR. lfil\l""RY .!@!_ 

DERVEER HOUSE AT PLUCKEMIN, NEW J""ERSEY. 

This report is based on two short visits to this house and 

is by no means as comprehensive as a thorough study of the building 

would. be. 

The JJr. Henry Van Derveer house, contemporaneously lo:lown as 

"Jacob's Lodge," appe.ars to have been built in the early 1800s. The 

story is that its entire framing is of locust, and this, if true, 

pe»haps accounts somewhat for its remarkably fine condition at the 

present day. 

The house has a very charming front elevation and a simple 

and graceful. entrance with fine leaded sidelights and fan. All. the 

old shutters are intact, together with their hardware. 

Three well proportioned dormers are in the roof, two with 

a pointed pediment and the central. one curved. The roof is a ge.m.brel. 

tYJ.)e. 

The plan of this house involves a wiJ.e central hall, with 

the stairs at the end making two turns to reach the second floor. Two 

rooms fl.a.Ilk the hall on each side, and each room has a firep+ace on the 

interior or dividing partition. These rooms are large, with extremely 

high ceilings, and the mantels are well proportioned and gravefu1. 

The old hardware is all intact. The strap hinges and iron l.ocks were 

particularly interestingo 
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At the rear of the house is a small wing formerly used a.a a 

kitchen. This wing has a later addition to it, and its fireplace 

has been closed up. The present kitchen is in the cellar. 

The second floor plan is identical with that of the first, 

all four mantels being.also intact, and the only alteration since the 

place was built seems to have been the addition of two bathrooms 

between each set of rooms. This was ace amplished by breaking out 

on each side of the mantels and using one side for the bathroom and 

the other side for closets. The stairs are silll]?le in detail, with 

sl.S'nder, round balusters and plain handrailo 

(a~'-.eC~JL « ◄◄ r 
Danie::L C. Jensen, 

Assistant Architect. 
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