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' UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Jiret 7 March 10, 1939.
v/ ."/i/ "A‘;ni“ /f’(/t i ;
Memorendum for Mr. Brilk:

In accordanee with our telephone conversation of this
morning and with the approval of Mr. Jemmings, I have removed
from the file 0=35 Part 1, "Proposed Monuments - Highlands
Forest", the following items:

Report on "Land for Proposed Highland National
Monument" by Le Se Sharpe, March 9, 1936.
"Proposed Highlsnd Netional Monument, Highland,
North Carolina' by 0. B. Taylor, March 23,
¥ 1936, (Illustrations, maps).

These items have been lent to Mr. Clark Foreman, Director
of the Power Division, Public Works Administration. I shall
be responsible for their return to the Service files when
they heve served Mr. Foremen. .

I shall, with your approval, place Mr. Taylor's report
in the files of the Wildlife Divisiom. Mr. Sharpe's report

will be returned to your office.

Supervisor of
Research and Information.
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" UNITED STATES !
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR A J‘W
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE "&i
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON 'y !a”"
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE T

l) 33 t 1;5""5; R
W@‘

¥emorandum for uWr. Foreman,
Directer, Powesr Division, P.lehs

?x‘{ﬁirﬁh 1&, 1939u

I have located the following reports msde by btechnicians
in our Service in connection with their studies of the proposed
Highlend Forest Wutiomal Momument in Workh Carolinas

"land for Proposed Kighlend ¥atiocmel Monument",
L+ Ge Sharpe, March 9, 1936.

"Proposed Highlund Haticval Monument, Highland,
Horth Carolina™, O+ Be Taylor, derch 23, 1836,
& {1aps).

"Highland Ketiocnal Monument Proposed”, & supplementary
report by O« Be Taylor, ne dabte.

“Report on Highland Forest Natiomal Honument", L. A.
sherpe, June 23, 1935, (Wap).

These reoporbs are made availuble for your use with the under-
stunding that they will be retumned te the wndersigned in the near
{future.

Supervisor of
Hogearch and Informabion.
rnclogure 1044949
opryly

,}, T
& ) IR 3
PRSI
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A FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION i
OF PUBLIC WORKS

WASHINGTON, D. C,

ereh 11, 1939

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

Power-cf/1p

| \\o _AL PARK'Q“E"},&E;&

RECEIVED e
/ CEIVED ,{‘ \

o >
Memorandum for Dr;—0< P Russell, ’
National Park Service:

\
1

MAR 121939

A

Thank you very much for sllowing me to see the reports
by technicians in the Park Service in connection with the
proposed Highland Forest National Monument in North Caroline.
I.em returning to you herewith "Report on Highland Forest
National Monument", by L. A. Sharpe, June 23, 1935, with mep.
With the permission which you gave me verbally on the tele-
phone thig morning, I am submitting the other reports to
the Yorest Service but will see that they are returned to

& you in the very near future.

Clark Foreman
Uireector, Power Division
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON P
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mﬁrah 13’ lgﬁg. {;/ )
5 r"l{ A\w‘
7447 i
)»?n v
Kemorendum for Mr. Jemes West, Room HEl4:
qn@hara is returned herewith the report on the proposed
Highland Forest Netiopael Monument, North Carolinea, by
Inspector L. A. Sharpe, whieh you $o kindly losned this
office recently,
€&
o ""Q\ ™ T2 T,:;’ Q»E.SC"‘/%-}‘%
(S T/ 8Fs b o MRS

Superviser of
Hegearch and Information.

Fneclosure 19207898

MH
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, UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION ONE

3 Q:\ RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
938 )

g /
A g w5
LS anp FnER March 14, 1939.

Memorendum for the Director:

. [/, |
In accordance with Dre. Russell's request of March 10 //”(k
we are enclosing a copy of & "Report on Proposed Highlend ”///,;»~
National Monument, North Carolina," prepared by Oe. Be Taylor,

Acting Regional Wildlife Technician.

We are planning to have the other reports copied from
time to time when the pressure of current work will allow,
and around July 1 we will try b0 set up an ERA "white collar”
project which will provide for employment of stenographers to

& take care of this type of worke.

= D27 72 e
Fle Me Lisle,
Acting Regional Directore
Enclosure
1590331
CC:
Mr. Bahlman
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON j ! 7, !
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Haxrch 22 2 1959 /7 i }5
/ s

Hemorandum for the Regional Director, Region I3

Reference is made to your memorandum of March 14 transmitiing
a copy of a #Report on Proposed Highland National lMonument, Forth
Carolina® prepared by Q. Bs Taylor, Acting Regional Wildlife Tech~
niciane R .
P
The rem'cti’ has been roubted through this Branch and the Branch
of Reereation, Land Planning snd State Cooperation. I shall hope
to visit the area with Jire Taylor in a few weeks.

Victor He Cahalane,
heting Chief, Wildlife Division,
Branch of Research and Information.

cc Wildlife Division - San Francisco /

v
dbb smnm

i
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£ , FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION (Y
OF PUBLIC WORKS

WASHINGTON, D. C,

Niarch 27’ 1959 IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

ef/1p

3/

i
Memorandum for Dr. C./P+/Russell;—
National Park Service:
I am returning to you herewith your folder with reference
to the proposed Highlands Forest National Monument in North
* Carolina, containing photogrephs, maps, and the following re-
ports:

"Land for Proposed Highland National Monument™,
L. S. Sharpe, larch 9, 1936;

"Proposed Highland National Momument, Highland,
North Carolina", O. B, Taylor, March 23, 1936;

"Highland National lMonument Proposed"™, a supple-
mentary report by 0. B. Taylor, no date,

With the material which T returned to you on March 11,
this is &ll the meterial you sent me. I am very grateful to
you for letting me see this file.

Ol 0 Do

Clark Yoremean
Director, Power Division
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g UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Merch 2%, 1939,

Br, Clark Foroman,
Dirsctor, Power Division, Pua,
Room U504, Worth Interior Building,
Vashington, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Foreman;

Thies will acknowledge the return of tbe following re-
ports which were loansed to you under date of Marek 10:

"Land for Proposed Highlsnd Nationel Monmwment," by
L. 8. Sharpe, March 9, 1986

"Proposed Highland Netionel Monuwment, Highland,
North Carclina," by 0. B. Tuylor, Msrch 23, 1938

"Highlends Netional Monument Proposed," a supple-
mentary report by 0. Be Taylor, no date.

The fourth report on "Proposed Highlaspd Forest Natiomnal
Monument, Worth Cerolins,”™ by Inspector L. A. Sharpe which
was borrowed on Karch 10, waes relurped to this offTice on March
11. The prompt return of thle material is appresciated.

Sincersly yours,
AT M D D
(SGD) C. P. Rug

Carl P. Quessll,

Bupervisor of
Regeaarch and Information.

MH
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I'VA&I'C}.”I. E:(.) " 1 959 "

Memorandum for Wr. Brill:

In accordance with my memorsndum to you of March 10, there
is réturned herewith a two-page report on laend for the proposed
Highlands National Monument by L. S. Sharpe, dated March 9, 1936,
which was removed from File 0-35, Part 1, Proposed Monuments -
Highlands Forest.

The report on "Proposed Iliignland National NMonument, Higi-
lsnd, North Carolina,”" by 0. B. Taylor, March 23, 1906, has
? 3 y -y b ? ?
& been placed in the files of the Wildlife Division ass agreed

V0Tl e (Il\m\ﬂaﬂui \‘fﬁj‘)kmt Coruvirsation whle Yow «}

MRe

Supervisor of
lneclosure 1218136 Resesrch and Informaticn.
¢: Wildlife Division (detached)

with Mr. Taylor's report

I
e
¥

A
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/Q\« RBBORIVED /0, W 1426 CANTON AVE., ! T g
N ; MASSACHUSETTS

(* APR 201933 *) |

R, & g
"601,3 T8 NATIGNAL PARKS ’x

LPR 1 ¢ g
OSFICE OF ‘
THE SECRETARY. E

April 13, 1939 VA‘!/;:/X

&
~o 2 - oy, oF MAL2

The Honourable Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Secretary Ickes:

I am a citizen of Massachusetts but Mr.
Bustis and I have gone frequently to the mountains of North
Carolina, and have enjoyed the National Parks there very much
indeed. For a number of years we have known about the so-
called Primeval Forests near Highlands, N. C., owned by Mr.
5. P. Ravenel of Highlands, N. C., and of Charleston, S. C.
Mr. Ravenel told me that the hemlocks in that forest were the
last stand of primeval hemlocks east of the Rockies. They
are very beautiful, and among them are some pines, and a few
spruces, and also some hard wood of large size. These woods
arg open to the public and are six miles out of Highlands on
the road to Casheirs and Brevard. One of those trees had been
cut down and we counted the rings of growth. We counted up
to 350 and I showuld say there were about 50 more, showing that
the tree must be over 350-400 years of age.

Next to this Ravenel stand of woods is the
Richardson woods. My informant on this last item is Mrs.
Professor Coker of Chapel Hy11l, N. C, Professor Coker is
Professor of Botany at Chapel Hjill. she tells me it is impos-
sible to tell where the Ravenel and the Richardson line comes,
the stand of trees merge one into the other. She also tells
me the Richardsons are planning, or have sold their woods to
one of the worst of the Lumber Companies who go in cutting every-
thing, and leaving the branches and slash, which of course
creates the worst kind of a fire hazard, and is equally bad for
soil erosion. She and her husband, and others who live in
Highlands, have been very much disturbed and have taken the matter
up with F. A. Silcox of the South Building in the Department of
Agriculture. He 1s particularly interested, I believe, in
the question of soil erosion. They hoped to be able to raise
enough money to make a counter offer for the Richardson woods
and save them. How successful this has been I do not know.
Mr. Ravenel is an old man, a hypochondriac in these days, and
cares a great deal about these woods. He has not enough
property to meet all his taxes. We are all very much afraid



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-
page 2

s A
MRS. AUGUSTUS H. EUSTIS

1426 CANTON AVE., MILTON
MASSACHUSETTS

that those woods will also go to a lumber company. In driving
from Brevard towards Highlands this year I saw a sign "Nantahala
National Forests". I have heard a great deal about Nantahala
Forest Gorge and have driven through there. This is on the
road from Bryson City to Andrews and because of its flora I have
been very much pleased that it had been made a part of one of the
National Parks.

Would it be possible for the National Parks to
acquire the Ravenel and Richardson woods, as it seems to me to
be almost a crime to lose those great trees of such great age
and beauty. The undergrowth is full of luxuriant huge rhodo-
dendrons. I do not know of any other place in the Hast which
has such fine growth and where so many people can so easily
enjoy them. I believe a portion or all of Whiteside Mountain
is also a part of the Ravenel holdinge.

) Would you not make a more intimate investiga-
tio of this and see what could be done? I realize that the
question of the Redwoods in California is a paramount interest
at this moment, and if one had to chose between the two the
Redwoods are of greater antiquity of course, and should come
first, but can we not manage the two? It seems a tragedy to
have those great trees go for the sake of the almighty dollar
and newspapers and such like.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr.
William B. Wharton, President of the National Park Association
at Washington.

= Very truly yours,

/%M/g It
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

April 28, 1939

Memorandum for the Files:

S

On the morning of April 18, in company with Wildlife Techyfician
Oe Ee Taylor of Region I, T wenb through a portion of the R#venel
tract of primeval forest about “three miles east of the village of
nghlands, North Carolinae More adequate examinations and reports
of “the physical characteristics of the area have been made pre-
viously, so I will confine the following to my impressions of its
natural values and nabional significancee

With the exception of the intrusion of the trail, this tract
appears to be entirely naturale It is not large but probably is
of sufficient size to ensure fairly complete protection of en-
vironmental conditions and biota, with the exception of the larger
animals which, however, have ample sanctuary in the Great Smoky
lMountains National Parke The cove type represented is not excep-.
tional when compared with forests I have seen in the Craggy Moun-
tains north of Asheville, as the trees seen do not attain large
sizee Otherwise, however, the growth seems representative of the
best in the southern Appalachianse

The outstanding plant species is the Carclina hemlock, which
has never been found in the Smokies (but "is of barely possible
occurrence': Jemnison, ms)e This species and the black cherry
attain an impressive sizee I have been told that the hemlock trees
on the Ravenel tract, in the opiniocn of both Dre We Ce Coker,
Professor of Botany of the University of North Carolina, and lMre
Je Se Holmes, State Forester, are the largest in North Carclina
and therefore probably in existencee Coker and Totten'!s "Trees of
the Southeastern StatesW, pe 38, says: "On ridges around Highlands,
North Carolina, it (Carollna hemlock) is common and reaches its
greatest sizee"

Fine views of typical Blue Ridge country can be obtained from
the south side of the Ravenel tracte The bare smooth rock shoulders



| Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

W

of Whiteside and other mountains present a very different picture
than any I have seen in the Great Smoky Mountains Nabional Parke

Because of the value of the forest for commercial purposes, ob-
stacles to acquisition are greate For preservation for scientific
and aesthetic purposes, however, it would appear suitable for inclu-
sion in a system of biological nationsl monumentse

A

Victor He Cahalane,

heting Chief, Wildlife DlVlSJ.OIl,
Branch of Research and Informations

)
cc Ben Thomps w:n.’bh attachment (&@L&\}

Region I

Os Be Taylor )
Willis King 4 /
Wildlife Division - San Francisco
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At il ey peenas
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W{(éﬂ;
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

%
%,

Bay 3, 1939,

' A &

Mra. Augustus H, Bustis, 4 .

1428 Cantomn Avenue, , i/
¥ilton, lMassachusetts. P Y &

"
P

i

Dear ¥rs. Bustis:

By reference from Secrstary Ickes we have recelived your letier
of April 13, concerning the Ravenel tract of primeval forest cast of
the village of Highlends, Horth Cerolina.

We have already mede = preliminery study of this area. Although
the tract is relatively small, it appemrs 40 be largely primeval in
sharacter. It i85 probably of sufficient size to ensure falrly complete
protection of environmental conditions and biota with the exception of
the larger animals which, however, have sanctuary in the Great Smoky
¥ountains National Park. The growth in the Revenel tract seems %o de
representative of the best in the Southern Appalachian regilon,

Because of the value of the forest for commereial purposes, the
obstacles Yo its acquisition for the purpose of preservation are great.
Unfortunately, this Service is without funds for the purchase of such
lands. We sgree that it is almost c¢riminal to secrifice these greut
trees for commereisl purposes. It is noted that this meiter has alresdy
been taken up with the Chief, U. 3. Forest Service, Department of Agri-
culture. I% iz hoped that some means may be found for the acguisition
of these lands by some public agency so thet they will aot be lost to
future generations.

¥e are referring & copy of your letter to our Regioral Office in
Richmond, Virglusis, for considerstlon in connection with the Park,
Parkway and Recreatiomal Area Study authorized by the Act of June 23,
1936 (49 Stat. 1894)., This study>which is sponsored by the State of
Horth Gareolina, invelves consideration of such aress as the Revenel
traet for State or local sdministration. If it is no¥ possidle for
the Federal Government to acguire the ares, possibly the State of
Horth Caroline or one of its elvil divisions would be interested.

Bincerely yours,
eD) A, E. Demaray

A. B. Demaray,
Acting Director.

v 1 ’//,/f”s.

ecy/ Mr. Little
1~ fmd
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR W"“‘*‘f
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Sy = PR A/ }éfﬁm
REGION ONE = - :
. RICHMOND, VIRGINIA ;‘zl/gj/‘_'z;
\%@ o ;,6// Mey €, 1939 _ W

- A
Memorandum for the Director:

This will acknowledge receipt of Mr, Victor H. Cahalene'’s
memorandum for the files, dated April 28, regerding his obser-
vations of the primevel forest near the village of Highlsnds,
North Carolina, which was made in company with Regionel Wild-
1ife Technician Tayler April 18 It is Mr. Teylorts belief
that Mr. Cahalene has mede e fair appreisal of the quality of
the forest, and has suggested the probable difficulty of scqui=
sition mey be atiribubed, in part; to the velue of the timbers
Mr. Teylor has learned recently that Mr. J. S. Holmes, Stete
Forester, North Carolina, is interested in having the lend ac-
quired by a Federal agency other than our Service end it is bew

> lieved that definite action is being develcoped along that line.

In event we learn that Mr. Holmes' plen is successful, we
shall advise you accordinglye.

g;ba_,
A

In duplicabe Acting Regional Director.

cc: Inspector Mackintosh i
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) UNITED STATES Ry
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR et
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY . WASHINGTON

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

February @, 1940.

Dr. Clsrk Foremsn,
Director, Power Division, PHA,
Tederel ¥orks Agency,
Washington, ¥, C,
Desr Lr, forceman:
"In complisnce with a telephonic request received from your
office this morping, there are enclosed the following reporte on

the proposed Highlende Naetionel Monwment, North Csroline:

Communicetion of Mareh 9, 193§ from L. S. Sherp. ( 2P -3 )

Communicetion of Mzrch 23, 19%6, frowm 0, B. Teylor, ?,J, et f s

with supplemental repord sticched.
¥e trust thet these reports will be helpful to you and ssic
that they be retumed to ws av 809n 86 they heve served your needs.

Sineeraly yours,

Carl P, Rupsell,
Bapervisor of Hesearael and
Fnalosure 1778503 Information.
¢c: Wildlife Divieion (detached)

cve
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY ol Lave Sreee

PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION ZJ/
WASHINGTON Aou4rd(

February 12, 1940 Z/Ug;;

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

P

ef/1p

Dr. C. P. Russell,

Supervisor of Research and Informaticn,
. National Park Service,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Russell:

I acknowledge with thenks the receipt of
the following reports on the proposed Highlends
National Monument, North Carolina:

Communication of Merch 9, 1936, from
L. S. Sharp

Communication of March 23, 1936, from
0. B. Yeylor, with supplemental
report attached.

I appreciate your letting me have these re-
ports again, and will see that they are returned to
you.

Yours sincerely,

Clark Foreman
(Director, Fower Division)

P

£ AL W\, ‘-}- / l I
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1940

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

ef/1p

Supervigdr of Research and Informetion,
Park Service,
Washifigton, D. C. ;

Dedr Dr. Russell:

-

On February 9 of this year you were kind %9\53}
LY

Y

enough to let me borrow the following papers:

- -

" W e
Communication of March 9, 1936, fram~g o) N
L. S. Sharp P\ s
Communication of March 23, 19%6, from [EF‘:,S"EW
0. B. Taylor, with supplemental e ””"fgd(i4’o -
report attached. A '

These papers, on the proposed Highlands National Monu-
ment, North Carolina, are returned herewith. I very
much appreciate your having let me use them.

Yours sincerely,

Clark Foreman
Director, Power Division






