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EXIST:t?$G CONDITION~J 

I, Loeatimu Thi.a. a.t"ea1 d~ted "Topsail Sound Area' 
11 

is bounded on the 
so~th east by the Atl~tic Ocean. £rom Elm.ore Inlet to the line between 
:Pender and ·s1-0 Counties where this line- meets tho oc . On the 
J:1.ortb: eu~t. tbia line ! ollows. ths Pander-Onslow l.ine .from the ocean. t 
the W'ilmlttgton-JacksQnvilla State IlighYfay,.. Then thls line bears south 
west along th& sou.th ·,east- side ot: ea.id highway to a. point I mile orth 
~st at ""ooosiate.. From thi.a· point it extends. north rest at ninety 

-d~~e~ angle with th: high a,,y for a dista:rnoe .or 5 rules. From this 
p~lat it. l"t\rul :ta a .swth wast direotion at right. angle with the line 
i:rQfJJ the high ay to, that po:l:at fo:r a distance of -5,.5 miles 1 thence it 
tlll'ns oth r right angle and t'tll':ts in south east direction about 5 
JUJ.es tQ aad a.oroas the afOEeaaid highwaT• thence it f'oll016s the- south 
east aide, 0-f said highway to a point l .. .S miles no:rtb east of Hampatead, 
·thence it tUJi'Jls S()Ut-h ea:st a.rul runs to and down t,he channel of Old 
Topsail Creek an fron the mouth cf said creek ale a .marsh channel 

tl.. 
I 

to and through ore Inlet to the ooeun. 
(See at~oh U.S.., Coast and Geodetic Map and also :North Carolina. ~a.p 
of F>8n:der Coun~y - 'bouadaey lines shown in :red and roads in blue) • 

kteat. of Area: The bee.oh :in this area is unusually well suited to the 
r· llll"el!1ents a£ a national beach park and has an ocean .frontage between 

• • • I11le~ and the Poooer Cotmty ,... Onslow County line of about 
9. miles• '£he isl d betI'i$@U.- Ne Topsail and Elmore Inlets has a beach 
o.n the o-ce 1.de about 1 .. 25 nu.lea in length. Thi short beach is very 
'line f' o:ir surf s: mm;ing als0-o but thi~ isl8.llld is desirable primarily 
bec~US& at its po-p~z·ity along with the beaob. on the opposite side of 
H To~ il I~l~t. £.or sur.f oast-ing by fishermen .. These l.'leaches average 
about.$ le in idth and cootain approximately 1•600 acres. That 
portion o£ the matnlan :in,wning frum the Pender slow lin to 0.ld Top
sail Creek and a..v-e:raging about 2 •. 15 mil.es in wi th contains a.bout 1s_ooo 
acres. Thi» deer and game hunting land on the :U.Orth west $ide- of the 
State high.way onteJ.ns a.bout 6/100 acres.. There are also a,p roxi:.riiately 
-e,ooo acres o.r tidal marsh in thi.S area- Total a.ce:rage of this entire a 
area :ts about 20.;300 ac:i-ea. 

Preaut Be.ans· ef cces , State ghway No. 50 !rom Will:nington to Jackson
¥111& arid Ntm ... ~a either borders or runs through the entire length of 
that port:iQJ:l o.f ·wa area on tho mairu.a.nch The Atlantic Coast L:iri..e 
Ra.Uroad rune along the north est aide of this highv:e:y and parallel 
m..th lt from. 01ll& and of this area to the other... MliUlY Ul'.limproved roads 
u all ee-tious of this ~a lead to the ru.rious la.rulings- on the sound 
and to e,ther :points :i,Jl ttlda. ~a. There is 110 bridge acr0ss the Intra
ooastal Waterway 4ffil· t.hEt"' .Ul'ld at present and the beach can be reaehced 
only by boo:t.. 

:(V,. Phy'siea.l ar cterlsti.as:: 

A. Scenic Vli.l.ue$: small ll and partially assed knolls and hillocks 
are c ttered h re aud tha:re over tho entire length of thi heaob 
a:nd from. the high oo bank t.o the sound. About '7 miles of' this bea® 
ie w-eU we;c.ded and c:Jvered by b~tiful mid luxuriant. growths of 



IV •. Plzysio l Chru--ae-taristio.s: Cont.. 

A Scenic Values·, Cont .• 

fflYJ;'tl.e;. youpon, cedar·, li?e oak,, and soma pin.e and other trees 
and shrub.a common to thl,.s type of soil, starting about the center 
longitudaalq 0£ th.e be~h with 1ow shrll:bs and dwarf' trees and 
SJrreadiag ubrella-like to the tallest trees near the sound shore 
.line,.,. This unn:s~a.l and lovely .fov~at1an is caused by the affects 
0£ the preva.UUig ind.s blowing inland from the cee and by the· 
eut ing nd earing o:f' the dr-,1 sand tlown by the ds. Di.mes 
probably SO to 55 . eet high in that S$otion opposite Virginia 
.Creek ar,e kno n as Uffllite Hilla" and they s.re very attracti'1ra and. 
as the nwne· impl.iea, are ot ~ tha.r white sand of T//ery fine tax ... ' 
tnr-e. Shrubs tlnd aroall evargreell$ and some trees grow on and around 
these hilla,. T.he o.ceau hes.ch itself is very uniform in formation 
and wall suited to the raqu.ireme.nts ot: a. beack parii;o bu.tit is riot 
ao wide.as aom.e o the other beaches along this portion of the coast. 
Looki • f'r!Ml the top o:£ the dunes one sees upon looki.ng inla across 
the. s-a\Uld th& real beauty o;f the tidal mar-sh~ cut into, ffery imagina
ble oh.ape by the innumerable r,inding me..r'sh channels. Farther on 
and near tht.l !U6.inland is the Int:r·a.coastal Waterway• and t.hen the 
hip., rollicg eountry of the mainland• rri:nged along the sound shore 
l~e l:ly some of' the largest and handsomest. live GB.l ~o be found any-
,her-e and with other tine tr.eos 1 :partioularly p1.nea.. The mainland 

batweeti th-a sound an..: the higllw-ay is generally rolling and interest
ing couat:ey,. cut by many crooks aad streams, many ~r which extand 
aa ;ftU: a,e and h youd. the high1P1a.y,,. Most. of thi~ ·timba:r has been cut 
ffC>m: tbi'i land, but many large trees were la.r,t, standing wad. y-ou.n.g 
p-iues:, bo-t,h lon • and short lea.£,. oaks of masy va.ritias). gums., dog 
'fl'o-od, h1.okal!'ie -, and shru.'bs of various .kinds abound. Beautiful 
field~- o. p antttG,, corn,, hay-t or pctatoes, are frequently seen in 
tU.s section... S:p8.nish moss drapes itself .grac.efuJ.J.y from tree 
oe.oa.aio~, but.not nearly so frequently- as in sections a lit-tl& 
w the soat uesb of th.is area. Across the high ay the hunting 
section ls get1ar3.l.ly :flat. a'l:ld: unsuitod for farming f)l.U'-poses. In th-e 
low,. pool'iJT clriliaad seo'i-i~n.s .great 1 ooy,s•:,. of't,en s .... e.r.al m.iles l.ong, 
QOCUlr,. 1'bese bays .a.re the ho e of iihe deer., S€im.e bears:, ~nd many 
other a.nimala,. and dens~ growths of ba.y pine~ •hurrah' and 'b 1 bu.shes, 
a,nd ol.¢1 b$y• as ~ell as many-()th-er small tress and shrubs• give 
them ·the appearance 01 jungles.. The greatSl" portion o~ this section 
u· th~ a-p.en with scattering pines and oak$ ot: all sizes, but at 

• pre,s . t. lMtll seeded with young pille&• and it is not di!ficul t to 
walk 01.. :ride through t: ls open uo'llliltcy .. 

(Sea pictures following) 



... 

View in woods,. rtear SoUlld side of bee.ob:, &t 
. Whtte Hills 



\tielf o-£ ~ are.a a short distance N, E.- of New 
Topt{lil nil.et; l.oold.:ng North :Eaet. 



Ocean traaeh ·'liJ.St Borth East 0-f E.lm.ore !nletJ 
l.0akulg 1. E. and sh~ fisher~~ sur£ casting 

; 

Loold.ug a .• w:. 'b<:>ws.rd El.lnO"re !u.lt\rt. .from. s ... E,. ~F.ld 
e:f' isl&- betw~e~. Sew • • sail Inlet and :&lf!lore Inlet 



f· 

Vie,11 frlill top Qt Light Bouy {1281 loold.ng 8 4 W . ., 
sh~g IntracGasts.l Waterway and ttlll/.1.nland shore 

too~ tio~th to Bo.lm:e$ La,ttd~ ftfOD\ !ntracoaatal 
Wateway, showiag eluate?' <JI beautiful 11..,e o~ks 

Vln 1<:1ekug J0:rth o• N, w. '$-1.de et H'igh1'1aJ 
at point a sbfl>~t '3.tst~• .N,. E~ o-t W-ffdeide 



11 
r 

Vtew alon;g woodland tread \)~tween r-!ighway and 
SCi'll.nd t,:ppaaite Sea--e, ta~ 

t,otild,ng ff tt f-111 from. b.igh.Wi:ty .iri, Weqdsida aeetion, 
sht>Wlig rf.l.ll.r"-- a.ilA tJ:p$cal w0odlattd view ... 
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1 .. -W~: .AvG1'ag~$-al>-0a~ 125 £a.et. 

,2_.,. -GPlor &nd TeJtture, ·ol _ Sandt. _ Fillre1, rounded yell@'"-AT to white samt,. 
_ $Qt$ sharp,, . fine to -eRt-.s-e sand and S'(c).Jle s11all gJ?a-~r.el and 
• ~e-a shell$: .e.re pl"Ei-$-ent at "$&:d.o.us po.i.nt.s along the beach • 

.5.--'Sl&pet abou.t 1'$1: runniug ta:t:rly ~cm throughout th(~ lemgth: 
• of the beach., -

4 .. - 'tfnd:etr-t&t. lk!del"taw is noticeable~ bU;t ne.i·th:e:r s:trcmg ~~r 
da.nge):"Q'll'lh· 

·s;.,. Pt'f>tee:tl-mti· ..Altnough no,t indi~a.ted .on uiaps -ava.:tl~b.le.:l' sand bars 
.srlst -a :f«wJ.-htindr'ed. fee-t frem she,z-e and thi$ -:r-eef acts as a • 
prote.et.i~: '~d.eJ'j- d:\Jltinisbing c@naider-ably the momentum. 
and s:i-z.e -of th.a la:.t'gast waltes amd aGH~reasing th:e ilndertA .. 

• ,C,;.,• .~t- ~~l~llit; the:r-e it.s n:o d@vel.qpment •(ffl tho beach .ezeept a _ 
' '' ' .f.~!-.'~aJ•i -~~~-a.~~~aml.j,iiltie ' ~: ---t~B,;aSb.~- andyi_'thei:M.gh-
' _· wa;r, an s-mri.e _nt:ee_f'arms-mad se•eral. .fa .• ;y_ ti'i.ce, f~J"-tt home:s.. A 

:failf .t1ahar:iais: ~- lO'(l}ated aloag the $0\in/i;l. shore~. In thl.a- area 
al,so the~e t;1me s-o:ate-.sma:tl set-tlemen.t-.s o.f oo-lor.ed irs&pcle;; but non& 
ef the.ir h0.l!GS are- mora than- -shaGk$.. The hard s&'.f..aa~ highway and 
iithar miit!!pt'.Ov.ed roa-q;s in th.1&; area_. as well as the in·s.senee o£ 
the Atl~l.o: CJ:oa.st tine Railiead:,, have been me-nt:i~ed previuo:sly * 

D., ?o-ssild:11-ty ,,at :So:atbgr. T'opsail Sound:j, ¥r1th its large :creeks- arvl 
C'baim•i .a,~ th~ .In~oastal Waterwai make ~ exe:elle-nt bar.bar 
m wat~y: !f5r· $mall era.ft -td wery de:scYip~ion-., Fishing in the 
SoUM ts elro&:ptdonall gof.l.d# and prooabl;y- no plaee along the At1:autte 
e:oast. .a,tfords 11,.et,ter _grom4d.s £or. big .gal}l-e fishing than at and itt the 
v.teinlt,y, o:f New :Ti,,psail. !ilifjt_. .8tlrf cm.sting _ from the beaches -0tt 
b0-~ s-ides Q,f New T.0:peail Inlet ia, more pQfular- ~~ at, any other· 
p9lnt flt:thb fll~ _ niil~s r>E_ Wilma:gtQn.. ~ e., _ F<G.UowUlg is an e~ ... 
tra:,et ;trom. th& l'.954 h'J.ze Li.st- -am· Annual. Qf. the' New. Hanover . 
Ftshi~g Cl'Ul>J, o-t l'fi~•i, -11La-at s-i:;asf'1J£ was: _good. tC},;. us• aspeeia.lly 
to • the £1.ahe--rfitftl who. tuhed la:te: in the fall,.. llil~• ffl°Op$e.il Bea.ch 
.outdid 1-t$slfi' especially-- l4 fillaes· ~ttlte 'a £e1t1 Jiil~-a above the 
:Inlet-~--

1~ for-eat. Value-at< Although most of' th.e, tv-o:Odlal'ld in t,his a:r:e8. has bea-n 
eut over i,t'l the p.a.st few y&.ars~, a eons1derable qua.l!rti t.y o;f' goo<l 
pill.$ and hardwaood tunber stAill stalild&;): e.hd you~ pi®s,- both long 
~d sh.$t l~at, a-re rap.idly r-epltrtj..shi~g this are~ a.ud, if 10ro
p:erJ.y _preteeted. from .f'lr.e,.- eto. 1 this v1fmle ar-aa wili be- weli 
wooded &giiin. d.thd;n a comgu.atively- ie:w-yea:rs •. • There are ne trees: 
4f B:l\lY pa-rt1r.mlar value a.-s timber- an. the oeaeh .. 

F" fitl<ilite Value; A g.eat JWU1Y deeyb.ave their .habitat in the 11,ays" 
a that S'$eti~ :0-t: this_ area -on the- north 'W'e_s.t -~icte ~f the highway., 
Oo~, opo-saum.s_. s,ome-flrl.;nks., and, ,squirrelB, a~· well as. a.n occasional 
'.Q&aill",. ar.·a :fo-una, U:' this .a:r:ea.. QQ.ails are .pl.entUul and some wild 
tW?keya, ,iu-e oft'S?l seen he:t'e,.. Due~ of seve:ra.l spee:ie-s in. large 
••beets an4 some geese re.st arm. feed in the SO:\tf,ld in ~'in.ter. . 

G., P~sible cost -of ~i ?;he l.,,Gao acr~~ :of be$.Ch property could be 
~e'lras.ed f (}r. a.boti't t5--00 -per acre 6-r 1-es.s. making ,,,a total of not 
l;ttt__, $8'.,_:0-00.,0().. l!he· 16*000 ac.res between, the $0µ,nd ~nd the highway 
CO\UJil he hough.ti, tar ·tzo.,oo per a.er.a,. 'i.l!lcl11dtng -~ bjIUdings. -or 
a t.-otal, cost. ot iB-20,.000~00:;, a:nd the 6-,..700 aer.es n~rt'h wast of the 



~. P<,ssibl.e ·cost, 0£ Laadt Co~t. 
State. highway ·ca1a be b.01.1.ght for a.bou:t $5,.,,00 per aere, or a total 
oost- at. $35:,.~00 .. 00;i: . Thexre would. b.e p;paqt!call;r ?tQ coat in. getting 
l)osse~ioa . .of the :e,oot) aer~:e of tidal. :mari3!1. This would make the 
total. cost o'f a.11 la:J!Jd .and build1-ngs u th$s area. '1.:pprorlmately 
taa.1.,,wo.-00. 

L ~pecia.l. Ma.tter ot lnt.e~~8.'tf. ks·. i.s. true. with all secrtiotl.s of the 
coast in this po,l't.:ton. of Morth Garolina*. the climate is idr~al .. 
In wil\tei" the· pr--o~it;r of the Gu.U> Stream rarely eire.t- :per#lits the 
fQll'inatto.n Gf ice., while the oceaon breezerg keep. cool attd pleasant 
the ~ell" mo-nthsif 

Mo:sqaito&.s,. sand flies:, and dog flies.are plontifu1 7 but probably 
ao ff!W$ so- than at ·e:ther-beac:h.es in thi.s section .. ~~ the eoast... • 
S:mne saakes ar~ found,. 'but :not in suffietent, numbers to be a. 
s.a.1d.o.us-handicap o-r danger .. 

pEVjLOPMEN'r sugqEsttONSt 

l. le.w Roads and Boat App:roaehes:: U 1mo.lo. be destrable to .-;<mstruct an 
18....f?-ot herd surface r-06.d ;from th~, Sts.te Higlr1tra.y te- the Sound at:1 perh•,· 
S~ Poat G\!' at Sear:s tandingJi e. dlsv.mce cf .:i.bou.t 5 miles., Thi.s road 
~Uld be built. of' hot asphalt mix and would cost. .pr0bablJ· $91 000.,00 • 
paP aQ.e acl.udbl;g gr-adi!lg-;, • or a total .of $-27 .,000:..00.,. It vtot1ld be .nece:s
saq 't-o build a draw bridge acr-oss the Intt•acocastal Waterr£ay and Sound 
a: distance: -ol. about; 21000 .fee't,. This bridge could he b.uiH, of wooden 
t.bibe-rs on iiO.Od piles- qd s-Ulliar to- bl"'idges btl:ilt o) the North Carolll'ffl. 
ffi;gmrs,1 Coiru.nis.sio.n. mm the end of this br-idge a causeway. with a ha:1?d 
sllrf."e r~ coL1ild :be built. across the mar ah te the. 'beach.... If the bridge 
8:lid eauaewa., we1~:e wuUt- at ,'3-eax~ Landing,,. this :rJ'Gx-k eould be done fa:r 
p~bab'l.7 teo:..000♦.-00; bu.t,__. 1t bu.Ut at Sloop- Po·int 1 i-t would c-ost perhaps 
180.-000..00., ~ Sloop Point.· l@cati.o~ wo'U.ld be tha more desirable beoaus.e 

. thia lo•ee.ti◊n. w~l.t'.td be n:earer the center of· the beacb..- .A cold m:.u. 
as_phal:t rmiil. a:tiould b.e t:n~ilt the ent~ l.ength of. the beaeb iihicCb is 
a little les:s thau ~ miles. This ros;d woul.d cmst ab:Gut a,000 ... 00 per mile,. 
or a total. of $54.-000,.QO .. A small wharf and approae-b aho\lld be built on 
~ bea,e;h sid~ at • t,he sound atld uother 1tharf. at/id approa.eh ott the :mainland 
•kl•• b€Jth ¢Ji whi~b could be built :for pe:rh.aps- $2-,.J)OO,.OO·"' Assuming tha~ 
tll&-bridge and caU.f§ewa, were to be bn:ilt at Sloop Point the total cost :ef 
all ftJ&ds,. tba ~idge a:ttd oauew1J1;y-.,, . and the litharites with the.ir- approaehea
would be i1El -th$ ne·i:ghbo~hood .of $155-;1:QOO..,QO,., 

n. Dasiral>le .AceQffl..Gd.at.uns,¢. .J;. l.a:rge: bath h~us-0 with. comfOl!t. stations.,, showers 
·a.ml (;1otl.lE.!S'S loc1¢e:ra:t, and a. picnic pa.vll.io~ to be used also. as. a s!iel t:er 
.$h-0uld ba llruil.t on- the 13eaeh .n,s_ar the (.leela~,, Autom.obtUe-parking sp.a.oes 
dd .small. ~s should be. c0nsrtruo.·t.od at intervals along t.be beaeh .. 
One fir two.~ $belt-an shou-1.d also be bttilt, .m;, the beaeh be-tween"!. Elmore 
a.-d Jew TopsaU Ilu~t» foF pr&tr.::01'!.oit 6f those prefemttg te- .swim or f'lsh 
tbmte-. 

IIL.DeV:elop,a&,Jit. Coi!tst 

Ro.ads-, 'brid.ga •~ cauaewq>' a~ 2 wharves; . $165,.000 ... 00 
:Bath. hQUS~ ~Gmt-wt-statious'f. ~ower.s and clothes lockers ,s,000.00 
Picrd:o pa~ • 5,;000. oc 
.lG silall shel:te~S' a'h ~oa.oo ea$h s,,000 .. 00 
Eleetl'¼e pl.Qt- &ad wullig 2~500.00 
Wat$r ~li'J shallow 'W81l" tatllk ·and. pipiag ~00~:..00 
&Jpt~e t.mk ~ ,tP1-et 1.soo.00 . 

'reTJ.lL ,.,. .,.. - . -· - ... tla5,-000.:00 

#t .t;~®'t'.:;:,[\.e abelfe mentiPti:ed ne.w :t'$ads in e,ddi. tt~A ta e.xistitg roads 
• ~if t,,raU,i, WOllla 1>-e .all reg;Utiecl~ . Th$ uimprii):V:ed roads and. t:rails wou1d 

_._. ideal. ·bridal p~_,, a:ncl 'Would be usEJl:al. in getttng ~. the tta.r.ions 
. · l~itlg• a&i hu~ oa • the .st:l-U#d.~- : 



Woodlet'ld (!J.08'1lHl .U llunting IS~etion 1 .. W,. oi' BighW&y, 
s .. 0,wing .a tb~y i in th.e b.s,okgrw..t1d 

'I/3111.o ~ !~"11 sect:1.01\ 'b~-t,,een ru,.ghWi"qf. e-.nd Sound> 
l.+Qwi 1; :itolling c-ountcy 




