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I, Location: This area, degiznated "Topsail Sound Area¥, is bounded on the

south east by the Atlantic Ocean from Elmore Inlet to the line between

- Pender and Onslow Counties where this line mests the ocean. On the
north”aa;tﬁthin line follows the Pender~imslow line from the ccean to
the Wilmington-Jacksonville State Highwey., Then this line bears south
west along the south esst side of said highway to a point 1 mile north
eaph of Woodside. From this polnt it extends north west at a ninety
‘degree angle with the highway for & distance of 3 miles., From this
point it runs in a south west direction at right angle with the line
from the highway to that point for & distance of 3.5 miles, thence 1%
turns another right angle and runs in a south east direction sbout 3
miles to and across the aforesald highway, thence it follows the south
east side of said highway to a point 1.5 miles north east of Hampstead,
thence it turms south east and runs to and down the chennel of 01d
Topsall Creek amd from the mouth of said creek along & marsh channel
te and through Elmore Inlet to the ocean,
(See attached U, S, Coast and Geodetic Map and alse North Carclina Map
of Pender County - boundary lines shown in red end roads inm blue).

II, Extent of Areax The beach in this area is unusually well suited to the

' requirenents of & natlonal beach park smd has an ocean frontage between
fewefopuall Inlet and the Pender Coumty - Onslow County lime of about

9 miles. The island between New Topsmail and Flmore Inlets has & beach
on the ccean side about 1,25 miles in length. This short beach is very
fine for surf swimming also, but this island is desirable primarily
becsuse of its popularity along with the beach on the opposite side of
Hew Topsail Inlet for surf casting by flshermen. These beaches average
about .25 mile in width and contain approximately 1,600 acres. That
portion of the mainland running from the Pender-Cnslow lime to 0ld Top-
sall Orsek and aversging about 2,75 miles in width contains about 16,000
scres. The deer and game hunting land on the mporth west side of the
State highwey contains ebout 6,700 acres. There are also spproximately
6,000 acres of tidal marsh in this area. Total acerage of this entire a

area is sboubt 20,500 acres.

III. Present Mesns of Accessy State Highway Ho. 350 from Wilmingtom to Jackson-
ville and New Jsrm sither borders or rums through the entire length of
that portiom of this arsa on the mainland. The Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad runs along the north west side of this highwey and parallel
with it from one end of this arsa to the other. Many unimproved roads
in all sections of this area lead to the various landings on the sound
and to other points in this area. There is no bridge across the Intra-
coastal Waterway andpthe Seund at present and the beach can be reached

only by boat.
IV. Physical Characteristics:
Ae Scenic Values: Smell well and partially grassed knolls and hillocks
are scattered here snd there over the sntire length of this beach

end from the high ocdn bank to the sound. About 7 miles of this beach
is well wooded and covered by beutiful end luxuriant growths of

Pk A




IV. Physical Characteristics: Cont.

A. Scenic Values: Cont,

cutting and wearing of ithe dry sand blown by bthe winds, Dun
probably 50 to 55 feet high in that sectionyﬁpposite Virgini:s

Creek are known as ®White Hills" and they are very attractive and,
as the neme implies, are of a rather white sand of very fine tex-
ture. Shrubs and smell evergreens and some trees grow on and arcund
these hilla. The vcean besach itself is very uniform in formation
and well suited to the requirements of a beack park, but it is not
so wide as some of the other beaches along this portion of the coast.
Locking from the top of the dunes ons sses upon locking inland across
the sound the real beauty of the tidel marsh, cut into every imaging-
ble shape by the imnumerable winding mersh channels. Farther en

and near the meinland is the Intracoastel Waterway, and then the
bigh, rolling country of the mainland, fringed alemg the sound shore
line by some of the largest and handsomest live caksfo be found any-
where and with other fine trees, particularly pines. The mainlend
between the sound and the highway is penerally rolling and interest-
ing country, cut by many creeks and gtreams, many of which extend

as far as and beyond the highway. Host of the timber has been cut
from this landy, but meny large trees were left stending and young
pines, both long and short leaf, caks of many varities, gums, dog
wood, hickeories, and shrubs of various kinds abound., Beautiful
fields of peamuts, corm, hay, or potatoes, are frequently seen in
this section. Spanish moss drapes ltself gracefully from a tree
occasiomally, but not nearly so frequently &s in sections a litile
to the south west of this area. Across the highway the hunting
gsection is gemerally flat amd unsuited for farming purposes. In the
Jow, poorly drained sections great 'bays'y often several miles long,
occur. These bays are the home of the deer, some bears, and many
other animals, and demse growths of bay pine, 'hurrah' and bay bushes,
and bukl bey, es well as mamy other small trees and shrubs, give
them the appearance of jungles. The grester portion of this section
is rather openm with scatiering pimes and osks of all sizes, but at
‘present well seeded with young pines, and it is mot difficult to
walk or ride through this open country.

(8es pictures following)
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View in woods, mear Sound side of beach, at
White Hills



View from top of hill on sound side of beach,

m&ﬁu atpoin‘l%&m&l& N. E, of New

View of bemph area a short distance ¥, E, of New
Topsail Inlet, looking North Hast,



looking H. !

Looking 8. W. toward Elmore Inlet from S, B, end
of island between New Topssil Inlet sud Elmore Inlet

—————C

Typleal mainland lending scene - Factory Landing



View from top of Light Bouy #28, looking S, ¥,
showing Intracoastal Waterway and mainland shore

Looking North to Holmes Landing from Intracoasstal
Waterway, showing cluster of beautiful live ocsks

View looking Worth on N, W, side of Highway
at point & short distance H. E, of Woodside
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View along woodlanud road between Highway and
Sound opposite Sears Lending

Looking ¥, W, from highway in VWeodside sectlion,
showing rallroad and Yyplcal woodland view.



Vs Physieal Characteristics: Conte
B. - Character nfBaach&aa

Ca

1. Wath: Averages aboub 125 feet,

2+ Color and Texture of Sands Finme, rounded yellow to white send.
Some sharp, fime to coarse sand and some small gravel and
ges ghells are present at warious points along the beach,

5. Slope:r asbout 7%, runnivg fairly uniform throughout the length
of the beach.

4. Undertow: Undertow is noticeable, but meither stroms mor
‘ dmggrms

S+ Protectiont Although not lndicated on maps available, sand bars
sxist o feow hundred feet from shore amd this reef acts as a
protectiag barrier; diminishing considerably the momentum
and size of the largest waves and decreasing the undertow.

Present Development: Thers is uo development on the beach except a

few cheap shackssiwOnsbhe mainland; belnge: the sound snduthehigh-
wajy, are some mice farms and several fairly unice farm homes. A
fow fisharies are located along the souna shores In this area
also thers are some small seltlements of colored people, but none
of their homes are more than shacks. The hard surface highway and
other uninproved roads in this area, as well as the presence of
the Atlambtic Coast Linme Raillroad, have been mentioned previuocsly.

De Possibility of Boatingr Topssil Sound, with iis large crecks and

chanasls,; and the Intrascoastal Waterway make an excellent harbor
and waterway for small craft of every description. Fishing in the
Sound Is exceptionall good; and probably mo place along the Atlantie
coast affords better grounmds for big geme fishing than at and in the
yvicinity of Hew Topsail Inlet. Surf casting from the beaches on
both sides of Hew Topsail Indet is more popular theas at any other
point within many milss of Wilmington, M. C. Following is an ex-
tract from the 1954 Prize Lish and Annual of the New Hanover

Pishing Club, of Wilmington: "ILasgt soason was good to usy sspecially
te¢ the fishermen who fished late in the fally snd Topsall Beach
outdid itself, especlally in slues quite a few mlles above the
Inlet®s

E. Porest Valuesy Although most of the woodland in this aves has been

cut over im the past few years, s considerable guantity of good
pine and hardwacod bimber stAll stamds, and young pimes, both long
apd short leaf, are rapldly replénishing this areay and, if pro-
perly protected from fire, stc., this whole srea will be well
wooded again within a comparatively few years. There are no trees
&f any particular value as timber am the beach.

F. Wildlife Yalue: A geat many decphave their habitat in the 'bays'

in that seciion of this area on the north west side of the highway,
Goons, opossums, some minks, and squirrels, as well as an occasionsl
bear, are found in this area. Quails are plentiful and some wild
turkeys are often seem here. Ducks of several species in large
numbers and some geese rest and feed in the sound in winter.

G« Possible cost of Land: The 1,600 acres of besch property could be

parchased for about $5.00 per acre or less, making & total of not
over $8,000.00, The 16,000 acres between the scund and the highway
could be bought for §20,00 per acre, including all baildings, or

a total cost of $320,000.00; and the 6,700 acres morth west of the



G. Possible Cost of Land: Cont.
State highway can be bought for about $5.00 per acre, or a total
cost of $35,500.00. Thore would be practically mo ecost in getting
possesaion of the 6,000 acres of tidel marsh. This would make the
total cost of all land and buildings in this area spproximately
$361,500,004

H, Special Matter of Interesty 4s is true with all seclions of the
ecoast in this portion of North Carolina, the climate is ideal.
In winter the proximity of the Gulf Stream rarely ever permits the
formation of ice, while the ccgan breezes keep cool amd pleasand
the summer months.

Hosquitoesy sand flies, and dog flies are plentiful, but probably
no more S0 than at other beaches in this scction of the coast.
Some snakes are found, bub not im sufficient numbers to be 2
serious handicap or danger.

DEVELOPMENT SUGGESTIONS:

I. ¥ew Roads and Boalt dpproachesz It would be desirable to comstruct an
18-foot hard surface road from the State Highway te the Scund aty perhaps,
Slopp Point or et Sears Landing, & distance of about 3 miles. This rcad
should be built of hot asphalt mix and would cost probably $90,000,00
per mile including gradimg, or & total of $27,000.00. It would be neces-
sary Yo build a draw bridge scross the Imbracoastal ¥aterwey and Sound
a distance of sbhoud 2,000 fest. This bridge could be built of wooden
timbers ox wood piles amd sililler to brddges built by the Worth Carclina
Highway Commission. From the end of this bridge 2 csusewsy with a hard
surface rosd could be built across the marsh to the beach. If the bridge
apd caugeway were built at Sears Landing, this work gculd be done for

robably $60.000.004 buby. 1f built et Sloop Pointy it would cost perhaps

0,000.00. The Sloop Point lecation would be the mors desirable because

- ¢his locetion would be mearer the cenber of the beachs 4 cold mix
asphalt rond sghould be bullt the embire lemgib of the besch which is

a littie less than 9 miles. This road would cest aboub 6,000,00 per mile,
or & total of $54,000.,00. A swall wharf and approach should bs built on
the beach side of the sound and apother wharf and approach on the mainland
side, both of which could be built for perhaps $2,000,00., Assuming that
the bridge and causeway were to be built at Sloop Point the total cost of
81l roads, the bridge and ceuseway, and the wharves with their approaches
would be inm the neighborhood of §163,000,00.

1I. Desirable Accomodationss 4 lerge bath house with comfort stations, showsrs
and clothes lockers, and a picnic pevilion to be used also as & shelter
should be bullt on the bsach nsar the ocean. Automobile parking spaces
aud small shelters should be congtructed at imbtervals along the beach.

One or two small shelters should also be bullt op the beach between Elmore
and New Topsall Imlets for protuction of those preferdimg to swim or fish
there.

III. Development Costat

Roadsy bridge aud causeway, and 2 wharves $163,000,00
Bath housey comfort statioms, showers and clothes lockers 8,000.00
Picnic pavilionm 3,000.00
10 small shelters at $300.00 each 3,000,00
Electric plamb and wiring - 25500.00
Water supply, shallow well, tank snd piping ‘ 2,000.,00

1.,500.00

Septic tank and pipisg

roulations - The above mentioned new roads ia édditi&ﬁ-ta exigtiﬁg,roads
and trails would be all required. The unimproved roads and trails would
make ideal bridal paths, and would be useful in getiing to the warious

‘landings snd harbors on the sound.
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Highwey scene, looking South im Veodside section

Woodland goene in hunting section N, W, of Highway,
showing & 'bay' in the background

Typieal farm mection betwsen Highway and Sound,
ghowing rolling coumtiry





