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EXISPING CONDITIONS:

s

" I. Locatiom: This area lies betwsen the Currituck Sound on the west amd
the Atlantic Oceam on the east. Its southsrr limit is .5 mile morth
of Paul Gemiel Hill Coast Guard Ststionm and extends along & line
perpendicular to the ccean fromt from the ocean Yo the sound. Iits
north boundary is parmllel to end 4 miles o the north of i1ts south
boundary and runs from the Atlantic Ocean to Currituck Sound. This
area is designsted the "DUCK AREA".

II. Present Means of Access: At present this ares is accessible only by a
sandy, hilly, woodland trail om the south snd a send beach road on the
north, running along the sound sids.

III. Extent of Area: There are spproximately 1600 acres im this tract which
includes sbout 4 miles of excellent ocean front beach for surf swime
ming amd about the same length of water fromtage onm the sound, about
2 miles of which, toward the northern portiom of this srea, is sand
beach which would be ideal for those preferring smooth, more shallow
and warmer water for swimuming amd for childrean.

IV. Physical Charscteristics:

A. Scemic Values: The present sand trall along the souad side winds
gracefully through vales and over hills studded with dog wood,
several species of oak, gume, hickorieg, =nd stately pines as
far as the woodleand extends, sand dumes peeping through the trees
to the east and to the west the smooth waters of the sound are
seen, sud past the woods, probably & half mile north of the little
village of Duek, this trail lies along the smooth bsach beiween
the sound and the dumes. This trail could be utilized ideally
ag the aucleus of a bsautiful bridal path system. Near the north
end of this sres rises one of the loftisst and most picturesque
dunes to be found smywhere along this coast. It is probably 70
or 80 feet im height smd occupies sbouk one halfl of the distance
from the sound to the ses at that point. From this dune to the
southern boundary of this tract is a coantiauous series of smaller,
but interesting dunmes. To the morth is more or less flat country,
studded hers and there with largs clusiers of wax myrtles. Be-
tween the line of dunes snd the oceam and extending the entire
length of the beach are inaumerable knolls snd hillocks, partially
covered with grasses =zmnd sea oats.

Nearby and to the south is the Wright Memoriasl Momumen$ ia
Kill Devil Hill Fational Monument reservstion, commemorsting the
first successful conquest of the air, and s few miles farther
south is historic Roamoke Island, with old Fort Raleigh, the site
of the firat attempt at colonization by the Hnglish in the New
World and where the firgt Boglish child was born in fmerics,

{See pictures following)




Ocean beach looking south from north emd

Sound

beach looking north




Looking south elomng sound shore from top of northern dune
{Ocean in background at left)



Looking morth from top of a sand dune, showing dune ansar
morth end of ares sad view of Currituck Sound




Logking south sast from dunes to ocean

TView southward from ccean benk in northern section



Looking morth east from dunes to ocean

View ia southern sectioan of area looking
showing ocesn bank and ocsan

north easd,



Iv. Phyaieal Characteristics.

B. Character of Beaches.

C.

D.

B.

7.

1. Width: Average width of beach onr ocean 180 feet snd on
sound 125 fest.

2. Oolor and Texture of Samd: PFime, rounded, ysllow semd %o
amall gravel on ocesn side, and fine, weathered, ysllow
to white sand om sound besch., Some sharp, Pins foidoarse
sand is slso found om the ovean beach,

3. Slope: Slope of ocean beach 7%; sound beach 2%; rusuing
practicslly uniform throughout the length of each respec-
tive beach.

4, Undertow: Underdow is noticeable but mot very stromg nor
damgerous on ocean side and absent altogethar, cfcoursa,
on sound side., :

5. Protadtion: On the ocesn side a sand bar or reef several
hundred feet from shore amd parallel with the besch scis
as a proiscting barrier, diminishing considersbly ths
momentum and size of the largest waves and decreasing the
undertow.

Present Development: About Ra¥Smiles north of the southera

boundary of this area is the little villege of Duck, of & popu-
lation of some 75 or 100, about .3 mile wide and extending 1.1

miles along the sound, which will mot be a parit of the mational

beach park although it lies within the boundsries of the park
area., Two or thres small housss are ian the proposed perk area,
end the U. S. Cosst Guard telsphome snd telegraph lime traverses
this ares slong the ocenn side.

Currituck Sound affords san excellent harbor for mmall crafi, ss
well as for larger boats amd yachts. Fishing is of the best
order in both sound and ses. .

& consgiderable quantity of hardwnodsd snd pime are found in the

300 or 400 scres of woodlard which sxtends from ithe southern
limit alomg the sound side probably 2.5 miles to the morth. It
would be conservative to sstimate the value of the timber on thig
acerage at $30. per acre.

Wildlife Value: The wooded section effords s matursl habitet for

all varieties of game comwmom to this part of the country, sad
on ‘the shimmering waters of Currituck Socund ave found wild ducks
of every kind and as numerous &s are ever foumd in any other
section alomg the Atlantic sesbosrd. Also, geess sud sll other
water fowl commor to the sast are abundamt. Hers is s favorite
resting and feeding ground in winter for all verieties of water

Towl, including lsrge numbers of smowy white trumpedes swans.
dwil s e

Ge Probable Cost of Lamd: 850 acres in the north portion of this

H.

aresa csn be purshasedfor sbout $20. per acre snd the remsining
750 secres to the south for sbout $30. per acrs, meking the total
cost of lamnd for this proposed netional beach park about $39500.

Special Mattersof Iaterest: Very few mosquitoes are found in this

ersa; they are much less sbundsnt here thaz in similisr areas
between this and Orsgonm Inlet to the south. The waters heprs -~
sound snd ses alike - are clear, uaspoiled and unpolluted, snd
there is nothing to hemper the pesce, quiet, and emjoyment of the



: "**iv; Physicgl Characteristics.

H. Sgécial Matter of Iatersst -~ Continued:
thousands of seskers sfter health snd plessure who would come
snnuslly $o this arsa.

From the climatic standpoint no ssciion slomg the middle
Atlentiec cosatlins is superior. Hers fhe salt laden ocean
breezes tempsr and keep cool and pleasant the summer months,
snd the werming effecis of the Gulf Stresm rarely ever permit
the pressuce of lcs formation in winter. Ne malarie, Pyphold
fever, or other illnesses, sre commom iz this unique country.

DEVELOPMERT SUGCESTIONS:

I, New Roads and Boat Approaches: It would be desirable to exiand a
A8-foot hard surfacs road along the oceam fromt from the Virginis
Dare Trell on the south to this area and then slomg the satire
iength of the proposed park, with two such roeds crossing the
area fram sound fo sea -~ one mear the southern smnd the other neay
the mortherm limit. A total of spproximataly 9 miles of new rosad
should be Byilt which could be dome, using & cold asphelt mix with
locel samd, at a cost of sbout §6000. per mile, imcluding grading,
or & total cost of $54000., sbmell wherf and approach should be
constructed ou the sound side st & cost of perhaps $1000,

II. Desirabls sccommodations: A large bath houss, with comfort stations,
showers and clothes lockers, amd s pavilion for picuics sné to
serve as & shelter should be provided mear the ocean besch., A
smaller bath house, with comfort stations, showsrs end clothes
lockers, should be built sear the sound beach, =ud sutomoblle park-
ing speces sud smell shelters should be constructed at intervals
along @sch beache

I1I. ﬂevalopnmt Coste:
Bath house, with comfort statioms, showers azd clothes

lockers on the ocean side $ BODO.

Bath houss, with comfort stetions, showers and elothca
lockers on sound side 3000,
Picnic pavilieon 3000,
10 smsll shelters at $300. easch 3000,
Blectric plant, wiring, stc. 3500,
Water supply, shallow well, tank, snd piping 3000.
Septic temks and pliping 2800,
TOTAL $ 26000,

The Coast Guerd telephone snd telegrsph line {traverses the length
of this asrea. Nearest electric power lime is 1l miles south.

IV. Circulation: As previously indicstsd, a mew rosd should be comnstructed
from the Virgizmia Dare Trail to asnd through the leught of the ares,
with fwo cross voasds from sound to sea. Yoodlemé rosds which could
be utilized for bridal paths and trails ars slready more or less
established sxd could be extenddd, if desired, st very littles cost.

Mep of this srea atiached.





