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TATIONAL SEASHORY RECLUATIONAL AREA
"HATTERASY

NCRTE CAROLILA

GENERAL

This report covers the ares beginning et Kill Devil Hill
Netional Honument with its interesting dure formetionse It in-
cludes Bodie Island, Cregon Inlet and continues to Cape Hatterss,
QOcracoke snd on to Cape Lookout constituting e unique and precti=-
cally undeveloped portion of the Atlentic Seaccest. The whole
territory consists of a narrow "spic" epproximetely 150 miles long
end resembles the formetion of a berrier reef protecting the broad
Sounds of Currituck, Albermsrle and Pamlico.

The aresa from the queint old villege of Duck to Nags Hesd,
hereafter called the Kill Devil Hill eree, consists principally of
sand dunes with a fringe of forest cover on the Sound side. There
ere also two major islands in this region, -those of the Collingtons
and Roanoke, which have good forest covers, contein interesting topo-
graphy and are very suiteble for recrestionel development, particulerly
that of cempinge. At the northern point of Roanoke Islend is Fort
Raleigh which has importent historicel value end drews meny visitorse
There ere two fishing villeges on the Sound side and two beach develop-
ments on the ocean side, ell of which will have to be and Should be

excluded from this project.



The eree from the LMenteo highwey to Oregon Inlet conteins
the best ocesn besch of the entire eren. The Eiological Survey
is et present optioning e fifteen mile strip, both oceen end
sound fronteges The Survey has indicated a desire to cooperate
with the Park Service in allocating the proper edministration of
the different functions from lManteo to Rodentheg - it is infor=-
mally understood that the Parl Service will bte interested in the
ocesn side end the Biological Survey in the Sound shore.

Oregon Inlet is now eaccessible only by ferry end should remein
so (a bridge should not be even contempleted). From the Inlet to
Cape Hatteras, a distence of 30 miles is e wild end undeveloped
section. There eare no developments with the exception of the fish-
ing villeges of Rodanthes end Kinnikeet (Avon), the coast guard
stations at intervels of six miles end en obtrusive line of tele=-
phone polese

The State of North Carolina has been donested 1,000 acres which-
is now known as Eatteras State Park. This erea has a most abundent
forest growth, consisting of pine, holly and live osk with g luxur=-
iant floor cover of yopon and palmetto end verious other netive
shrubs. Naturelly, the prominent points of interest are the Diemond
Shoals, the old light house, the old fishing village of Buxton, and
the unusual sand formetion which, though low, is very irreguler and
picturesques There is fresh water extending three or four squeare
miles, which by very little effort could be protected from its present

exposure to salt water flooding.



The City of Hatteras at Hatteres Inlet will have to be ex-
cluded from the esres, but its presence will elways attract the
visitor since its quaintness end fishing activities ere most in-
terestinge The barrier reef btetween Hatteras Inlet and VWhalebone
Inlet, including Ocrscoke, is et present inaccessitble by motor car
end should fer e long time remsin soes To bridge these inlets would
destroy the primevel character of the regione The access should
remein that of boats,

This report recommends the ecquisition of the ares from Whale=
tone Inlet to and beyond Cape Lookout, including Shackleford Banks
and Fort Mecon, It is thought, however, that the only portion of
this section that should be immedietely developed is that surround-
ing Cepe Lookout and extending west to Shackleford Point and scross
the Inlet to Fort liacon. The stretch north of Cepe Lookout to
Whalebone Inlet should be escquired on the basis of comprehensive
plemning, but this primitive area should not be developed for
twenty=-five or {ifty years, depending on populetion trends end future
use of the surrounding territorye

It is recommended that the taking boundéry stop sufficiently
beyond Fort liacon to assure a complete protected area of that Fort
but that beyond this no erea be considered pending future privete
development elong the twenty-five mile Bogue Island. At present
there is en intensified real estate activity at the end of the
bridge from loorheed City end it is recommended that this develop-
ment be allowed to teke its naturel course before eny recommende-

tions be submitted es to additional acquisitions along Bogue Islande



PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Except for the three focal points of Kill Devil Hill,
Hatteras and Cape Lookout, construction should be kept to
en ebsolute minimum end in most instences no changes should
be proposed. A feeling of conservetion and preservetion
should guide the designer in planning for the use of this area
since its highest value lies in its broad expenses end primi-
tive atmosphere. The types of reoreation to be encouraged
should be confined to fishing, swimming, boating end wildlife
study and such incidental features es camping, hiking end pic=
nicking.

The aree around Kill Devil Hill lends itself to ective re-
creetional development since here is concentrateé'interesting
geologic, historic and educational features which would netur-
ally attract great numbers of visitors. Cenping facilities
could be provided in the woods along the sound or on Collington
or Roenoke Islends, The Collington Islends are particularly suit=-
able for such a recrestional developmente The access road into
the area should be located on the Sound side where it could be
more easily maintesined, its location would be more picturesque and
in general less obtrusive on the landscepe. The use of the beaches,
both ocean and sound, cen be developed for visitors to the Monument
and perhaps in one section a public bathing house should be re=

commendeds There should never be developed the typical "board walk",



Bodie Islend affords the best beach in the entire arese
1t is questionable whether there should be permenent structures
erected on the Islend or whether housing facilities should be
confined to temporary beach cemping. Perhaps permenent struc-
tures would be permisseble et the northern end of Bodie Islend
but as one approaches Oregon Inlet one senses more emnd more the
primitive atmosphere. There will have to be provided & reasonably
good hard surface eccess road through Bodie Islend., This should
be loceted on the high ground neer the center of the Island end
protected from send end wind action by the encouragement of small
grass covered dunese.

The ares between Oregon Inlet and Cepe Hatteras should be left
in en undisturbed condition except for en inconspicuous access road
treated similarly to that proposed for Bodie Islend. The fishing
villages and coast guard stetions in this section could be used for
centers to provide senitery facilities and whatever concessions ere
deemed advisable. There should be no housing facilities provided
other then beach cemping.

The broad wooded area st Cape Hatteras suggests the develop-
ment of & recreational center. The forest growth and the topography
is well suited for cemp sites, picnic ereas and the construction of
& treil system. As elsewhere, the cebins should be set back on the
fringe of the wooded aree and not clutter the beache The beach
should be considered a public eree whereas a cabin assumes a semi-

private status.

The access road should not extend beyond Hatteres. The aree



petween Hatteras end Cepe Lookout should not be disturbed for
peny yeerse The present access by boat is deemed sufficient

for the type of people it should serve, such as fishermen end
those interested in the study of wildlife and boatinge If eny
automobile driving is necessary in this section, the beach is
alweys available at low water, This area is recommended for
purchase et this time because it will offer a different and less
intensive type of recreation then that proposedwat Kill Devil
Hill, Hatteras or Cape Lookout end its acquisition will preserve
this primitive section for a future use as determined by popule-
tion trends end future recreationel interest. Its inaccessi~
bility is actually ean asset. The entire area forms a complete
unit and there appears no strong reason for the exclusion of
sany portion thereof. 1Its purchase is also wise from the stand-
point of real estete values. To acquire land surrounding this
area would immediately enhance its wvalue, at least in the minds
of the owners, thus making future acquisition more difficult.

The area including Cape Lookout, Shackleford Banks end Fort
Macon cen be considered as a recrestional unit in conjunction with
Morehead City and Beaufort. At present there is no access to
Lookout and the Benks end it might be advisable to construct a
causeway from Beaufort. This, however, will depend upon the plen
of development for Lookout. There is a bridge lesding from Morehead
City to Fort Macon.

At the end of the bridge from Moreheed City is a very active

real estate and beach development., The beach development is an



ordinary boerd walk end bath house type end it is recommended
that the limits of the area be set some distence before reache
ing this development. The beach along Bogue Islend is very
desirable but the present real estate activity may gain such
proportion as to sdvise against developing the Islend for re=
creational use. It is recommended that this real eétate develop=
pont be allowed to take its natural course assuming that the
Island is well adepted to privete dwellings and that such use

is a very desirsble one. ILater on it may develop that the

lower end of the Islend should be set aside for recreational

purposeése



