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The Director, 
National Park Service, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Attached hereto is the following inspection material, accumulated 
by Mr. Roger w. Toll, on the Proposed Indian Wars National Monument: 

Photographs by R. w. T. 

Photostat copy of painting of "The Wagon Box Fight."' 

Portions of Maps: 
Colorado State Highway Department 
Wyoming State Highway Department 
U~ S. Forest Service 

Copies of correspondence between Ro w. T. and John G. Neihardt: 
Letter of August 27, 1935, by Mr. Neihardt 
Letter of September 4, 1935, by Mr. Toll 
Letter o:f' November 24,, 1935, by Mr. Neihardt 
Letter of December 26, 1935, by Mr. Toll 

Photostat copy of Partial List of Indian Engagements in West~rn 
States, 1854-1890, tabulated by Brig. Gen. W. c. Brown. 

Partial List of Indian Engagements in Western States, 1854-1890 1 

re-tabulated by .R• w. T. 

Alphabetical list, compiled by R. w. T.,·or Indian Tribes includ­
ed in "The North .American Indian,"· written and illustrated 
by Edward s. Curtis. 

Photostat copy o:f' maps show:l.ng routes traversed by the Powder 
River Indian Expedition. 

Synopses of the following: 
The Connor Fight on Tongue River (Powder River ~:x:pedition) 
History of Fort Phil Kearney 
The Fettennan Massacre 
The Wagon Box Corral Fight 
The Battle of the Rosebud 
The Ouster Massacre on the Little Big Horn 
The Dull Knite Battle 

t 
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Circulars and pamphlets furnished by Office of Indian Affairs: 
United States Indians, Historical References 
Indian Tribes of Montana 
Ute 
Ute (Short Bibliography) 
Cheyenne (Short Bibliography) 
Comanche 
Comanche (Short Bibliography) 
Arapaho (Short Bibliography) 

"Sketch History of the Custer Battle," by Thomas B. Marquis 

"Two Days After the Custer Battle," by Thom.as B. Marquis 

It was Mr. Toll' s opinion that very few, if' any, of the Indian 
battlefields were of such outstanding national importance that they, 
individually, would justify the establishment of' national historical 
monuments, but that it might prove practicable and desirable to des­
ignate several detached areas, which together would comprise one na­
tional monument, under some general title as "Indian Wars National 
Monument." His report ha.d not reached the stage of direct recommen­
dationo 

Enclosures 
d 

Vecy truly yours, 

Superintendent. 
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Marker a t Fort Phil Kearney. 

---- --~- --

State si~nboard a t Fort Phil Kearney. 

Photos by R. w. T. 
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Entrance to Custer Battlefield National Cemet ery, showing the build­
ings, of the War Department • 

'General view of battle ridge and monument, from the west. 

Photos by R. W. T. 
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General view of battle ridge from the southeast. A number of 
soldiers were killed on this slope of the ridge. 

Duster Battlefield monument and stones marking the places where 
Gener al Custer and the last of his force were killed. 

Photos by R. VI. T. 
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A part of the nat i onal cemetery showing the Cus t er monument in the 
distance, to the left of center. 

The Rosebud battleground, south of Kirby , Montana , looking north 
down the Rosebud River . The monume nt is on the knoll to the left 
of the schoolhouse (right of center). Date of battle , June 17 , 
1876. 
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The monument at the Rosebud battleground. 

- ------

·Looking north from the monument knoll, down the Rosebud River , . 
toward the 11Dark Canyon." 

Photos by R. W. T. 

. 
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Marker at Ranchester, Wyoming. Date of battle, 1865 • 

. The ba ttleground on the Tongue River. The state now owns a 
tract of some 12 acres on this site, which is maintained by 
the tovm of Ranchester as a park , 

Photos by R. W. T. 
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General view of the Fetterman disaster battleground from the south. 
The monument is on the ridge to the left. Date of battle, December 
21, 1866. 

Monument at 
Fetterman 
battleground. 
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General view of · the Wagon Box battleground, looking toward South 
Piney Creek and the foothills- of the Bi g Horn Range . The marker 
is locat ed in the distant field a t tlie l eft. 

Marker a t site of \'fagon Box fi ght. Dat e of ba ttle, August 2, 
.1867. 

Photos by R. w. T. 

I 
I 
\ 
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t~r HIST0l~ICAL {w ~ 
ct:"-::: . You ARE NOW NEAR THE SCENES OF" • 

.aAMOUS INDIAN .FIGHTS 
cffii"rhis valley lhe ri~his on\lhife men lo f . 81irttmi~aiollt lhtroad llml5S lht blilii: 
build-lheir homes' was dispu leil wllh per· H~~~~~ lowur riSh(isa monumrnl mclro bylhe 
ha~s more blllerhalrc·d on lhe purl of lhe - US.G<Wmit~t!ll lomark the spol whm 
lndians(lhm1 was shown in any olherSKlion DcmnbrrZf.1866. lhe Si-Ou:<Chief. nr(ICl011tl wl\h!(l!le 

· of.Ille Wesl. m1ese hislorlcal spols which are mar~ 2JJOO warriors.surrris(d a fom of 80 men andofilms 
l'd.were lhc mo~I imporlnnl sanes in this warfare. untler raptainBreve rlifellerman:Jll ~lll!!ln!lt.illed 

:Wi.GoHBokl ~l.1eh you reach Slo1y a 1.narfer will FonT' lfo llw left of lhe road 400\~rds is tlw site 
FIGHT) · 111d1cale lhe route and d1,stanr~ to PHllilllr.HlY of lheslockndr,rort,n tabltshrdJuivl&l!66tht 

· llte scene of the f<Jmous\\lagon B<!I f1ghl. · . . · baSt or •1~rallon~ rrom winch a~ ramp.1U11S 
eu-Au8usl 2~ )867. lhirJy sol<llrrs and civiliatlS . 1n lh1S '"l~y "m dirrc)td. Bu1ll and co1nmon!lcd by l\<11-
underCaplain Powell and LletflJcnncs~ barricadro. II.II. Cnrrmgton unl1t 1ls nb'1ndo.nm.cn t.m ·t!G.\.lhl~I< . 
behir\d fourl~n wagon boxes decisively defeated oflhr und!r~round Po~" ma~111t is st1n 11ryd1SC1r111il 
a force or over'. lhree lhousm1d Indians under Retl Cl~11d. i!"hc Whilfloss · 
was one man. lirut.Jenness. killrd ·and one "'01mdcd. The Indian loss M.,. ..... i. .. 
was oiler· one Thousand ki~ed. this phenomenon is understood . • ~.,. Cl.ll 
when ii is known tha t repea ling high power rifles were used . ~~·""'?i-
for ) he first time aga inst the Ind inns' 

, ~d . i ' . 
. ·, ' ~ ... :·~' .~ .... . / . 

' . 

Sign board at Kearney, Wyoming . 

Photos by R. W. T. 

,------- ---- -- ----· 

General view of vicinity of Fort Phil Kearney, as seeN from Picket 
Hill, looking north. The fort was locat ed i n the centra l part of 
the photo, a mile or more distant. The Wagon Box f i ght was about 
4 miles from the fort, near left edge of photo, and the Fetterman 
fi ght was about 3 miles from the f ort, over t he ridge shown at the 
right edge of the p~oto. 
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One of the original buildings of Fort Fetterman , built of 
sawed logs, probably used for the fort offices. lt is 
now a ranch house. 

Pho.to by R. W. T. 
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fit~r'ffFeS-"~e;r';(Rf>;;oppi~;ign~ givi~g-~otfce .tlio'reof 0ro ~rectod. No 
0

person shall drive o ~olor 
.loliT-:-speed': os to impede or block. tne normal ond reosonoble movement of troffic. Where roods ore 

oronge point, possi~g other vehicles is pr9hibited. · 

LIGHTS , 
coiry two (2) heodlomps ond moy be equipped. with not to exceed throe (3) ouxiliory driving lomps 

[

ont not loss thon r7 nor more thon 42 inches ob&le the level surfoce upon which the vehicle stands. 
is permitted but must be directed not more th on I 00 .feet ohood ond to the right-hond side of the 

ehicle moy be equipped with not more thon two side cowl o r fonder lomps of either amber or whito 

~
ng boord courtesy lomp on eoch side, either white or ombor in color is permitted; one (I) toil lighi 
c~lor, and must illuminote the reor license ploto with o white light. A red reflector or o reflective typo 

type opprovod by the Highway Deportment is required on tho reor of eoch vehicle. Clooronce 
\ on the left sido of every vehicle hoving o width in excess of 72 inches, green in front ond rod in 
1hicle hoving o length in excess of 30 fe3t or width in oxcess of BO inches sholl hove three ( 3) green l in front ond three (3} rod identificotion lights in the rear neor the top of the vehicle, such idenlifico­
)oced not less thon six nor more thon 12 inches oport olong o horizontol line. Every vehicle with o 

20 feel sholl bo equipped with four (4) side morker lights, one (I) green in front ond one (I) red 
side of the vehicle visible ot right ongles to tho vehicle. Whenever o vehicle is parked or slopped 
shoulder odjocent thereto, oll required lighting equipment sholl be burning except where there is 

eflect on object within o distance of 500 feet or excepted by locol ordinance; he11dlomps. must bo 
e thon four (4) driving lights sholl be lighted of ono limo when upon the highway. 
~uipment must be of o typo approved by tho Highwoy Deportment. 
yehicle sholl bo oquippod with o horn. 
rehicle sholJ be equipped with 0 reor vision mirror SO located OS to reflect to the driver 0 cleor 

1y o distonce of ot leost 200 feet to the rear. 
od wo rking order ore required ond by-posses of ony type ore prohibited. 
ust be unobstructed ond equipped with o windshield · wiper in good working order. 
lrry: (I) Throe (3) oil burning or electric torches; (2) Throe (3) red flogs; (3) Three (3) omergoncy 

. · BRAKES 
ners of motor vehicles upon public onnouncoment by the Motor Vehicle Deportment sholl submit 

loction ond obloin for eoch such vehicla a certificate of inspection and approval duly issued by on 
such certificate must be displayed for o period of sixty ( 60) doys. 

OPERATOR'S AND CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE 
I Chouffeur's licenses ore requried. 
•perotors' ond chouffeurs' licenses ore occeptoblo in this stotp. 
int whose homo stole doos not require the licensing ' of Operotors ond Chouffours moy operoto o motor 
ltor only, for a period of not more than 90 doys, provided, he is the owner of tho vehicle . 

l ny vehicle di:~~i~v~I~; in on occiden t sholl immodiotoly 
)nt ond givo informotion ond ronder aid. Any accidont rosult­
oth to ony person or ony property domage shall be reported 
cle Deportment within twenty-four hours ofter such occident 
:orporaled city or town, sucn report sholl be mode to tho 
·s. 

I throe persons ore permitted in the front soot of ony vehicle. 
ble from the front of o vehicle ore prohibited oxcopt on 
bulonce vohicles. 

roust whistles ore restricted for use to fire , ombulonce and 

e must be sounded before o llempti~9 to poss onolher vohiclo. 
lorned by signol thot tho vehicle opprooching from the roilr 
~ oporotor must immediately move to the right hond side o f 
\not increase speed. 
yes ond tho' crest of gr.,dos whore tho oporotor's sight dislonco 
bt is prohibited. · 
1·· 

COLORADO 

52 

TABLE QF APPROXIMATE DISTANCES 

Between Points in Colorado 

DIRECTIONS: To fi nd distances between points listed in 

the table (as from Denver to Pueblo), fi nd the first in 

alphabetical order (Denver) in the diagonal list and 

follow the vertical column to an intersection 

with the horizontal line from the second 

· .Point (Pueblo) in the list at the left of the 

table. The routes used in computing 

distances are shown by the letters 

UNITED STA' 
Highways b ng m~ 

the state name, t11e letter 
parts of a system of Nati 
by the American Associai 
and recommended by it 
and interstate travel. 

ST ATE HIGHWAYS 
Highways bea ring sq 

tion, are parts of +he Sta 
United States S', n of 

NATIONAL 

.THERE are fourtE 

taining 13,389, I 

in Gray on highw 

the. produ~tion of ~ 

sheds. They conta 

merchantable timb 

Forests and the gr; 

--oil .on a . ;erv< 

In addition, ·t 

several million pe• 

picnicking, fishing, 
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CABP.ER .417 198 1Z3 

CHEYENNE 465 390 315 

CODY 287 6Z 189 

DOUGLAS 469 zso 175 

EVANSTON 151 455 465 

6-ILLETTE. 552 ZZ5 98 

GLENROCK 441 zzz 147 

GREEN RIVER 17Z 403 566 

GREYBULL· 341 8135 

JACKSON 109 Z40 367 

KEMMERER 100 403 ·440 

LANDER Z94 146 ZlZ 

LARAMIE 415 391 317 

LOVELL 340 4Z 148 

LUSK 5Z4 305 231 

MIDWEST 461 Z06 79 

MOORCROFT 560 Z55 1Z6 

NEWCASTLE · 610 30Z 175 

p~~~-- 188 318 445 -

POWELL 310 7Z 178 

RAWLINS 297 477 243 

RIVERTON 296 lZl 188 

ROGK ~PRINGS 187 388 353 

QUJitOmA.V_::___:_ ;/.1:0. J,Cl. ._!Q 

5Z 140 312 

34Z 39Z 393 

135 3Z8 273 

24 168 284 

Z45 295 374 

Z06 398 54 

309 460 178 

317 567 341 

146 300 208 

194 51 453 

Z40 45Z 53 

107 141 367 

44 Z~7 ·z5s 
' 

164 Z77 30Z 

19{i ZZ8 351 

~ 

333 36Z Z56 
• .. - ~-f.L .•~ 

. Z69 46Z Z3 

lZO 168 3'39 

122 314 183 

230 280 359 

ZB 366 160 

Z97 . 97 381 

258 447 Z3Z 

361 214: 44~r--· 

369 51 453 

198 554 278 

· 141 341 ~zgl 
zgz 446 21~ 

'--". 

55 449 163 

97 386 91 

190 505 Z8 

141 535 77 

585 158 467 - - ' 
•"Y(' 

3ZZ 416 251 

17Z zzz Z55. 

341 l 
i 
I 

170 Z! 

83 3l 
I 

I 
i 

69 2! 

188 4i 

.169 4: 

I 
I 

35711 

1441: 
J 

· 174 378 253 146 ZI 

·· 2a2 nz 366 zs4 : 
lB2. zi:;.1.1.l~'Z . . __ '2.l.l .C.O/ .. .u. 
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St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
"OF IvIAKING M.Al'IT BOORS" 

John G. Neihardt 

lh-. Roger W. Toll, Superintendent, 
Yellowstone National Park, 

Yellowstone Park, Wyoming. 

Dear Mr. Toll: 

Branson, Missouri, 
August 27, 19350 

Many than.ks for your letter of .August 20 and your kindly words about 
my work. 

As to the question that you asked me, I feel that in erecting nation~ 
al monuments on any of the battlefields of' the Indian wars t the vital 
point to be considered is the heroism involved quite as much as the impor­
tance of' the battle in the winning of' the West, and it should make no dif­
ference upon mi ch side the heroism was more conspicuous o The human value 
of high courage is what most matters, I am sure. It seems t'ine to me 
that Big Hole Battlefield should be llllder the National Park Service. From 
my viewpoint, it most decidedly W3serves to be connnemorated in this way-­
far more, for instance, than the battlefield where Joseph's band was cap­
tured. 

As f'or other battlefields worthy of' the same attention and for the 
SaJl'B reason, I woul~ name the following in their order of significance as 
I ueem them: 

1. Fort Phil Kearney - Wagon Box Fight - Fetterman Fight. (I under­
stand this has not been tf:,lken: over by the N.ational Park Service • 

. 2. Rosebud Battlefieldo 

3. Beecher's Island on the Rickaree. 

4o Crazy Horse's Fight with Miles on the Tongue River Jan. 8, 1877. 

5. Slim Buttes in northwestern South Dakota. 

6. Wounded Knee, Pine Ridge Reservation. 

As for the last nooned, certainly high heroism was not conspicuoua 
there, but a very great htnnan value was involved, as I have undertaken 
to show in my TEE SONG OF THE MESSIAH, which will appear in October. If 
I had trrf way, Wounded Kil.ea would stand high in the list I give, perhaps 
at the top, and it would be rather n1ore than a decent thing for the white 
race 'to aclmowledge not only a pititu1 error in this way, but also some­
thing fine in the spiritual nature of the Indian. 

I think, since you care for THE SONG OF TEE INDIAN JIARS, that you 
will be glad to hear about THE WNG O~ TEE MESS:UUI, end I will send you 
a copy when it appears. I completed it during July, after having it in 
hand tor nine years,· during five of which·I worked constantly on ito 

With al.l kind thoughts, 

( SGD ) JNO • G. NEIHARDT 
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Septeniber 4, 19350 
I 

Tuir. John G. Neihardt, 
.Branson, Missouri. 

Dear Mr. Neihardt: 

I was ever so glad 'to receive your letter of August 27 and the sup­
plemental note of August 29. 

The list as revised, in the order of importance, is as follows: 

Fort Phil Kearney - Wagon Box Fight - Fetterman Fight. 
Rosebµd Battlefield. 
Beechers Island on theRickaree 
Crazy Horse's Fight with Miles on the Tongue River, Jan. a, 187?. 
Slim Buttesrin southwestern South Dakotao 
Wounded Knee, Pine Ridge Reservation. 

May I ask one further question: whereabouts in this list would you 
place the Custer Battlefield and the Big Hole Battlefield? 

As you doubtless know, some national monuments, such as Gettysburg, 
have numerous memorial monuments constructed on the battlefield, while 
other areas, more recently set aside, are preserved as nearly as possible 
in their original condition, with only sufficient markers to tell the 
story to visitors. A "monmnent" of stone is not a necessary part of a 
national "monument". 

In considering national monuments to connnemorate the Revolutionary 
War, for example, one might select the opening engagement, decisive 
battles that turned the tide of history, the closing battle, and battles 
where the greatest number of combatants were engaged or the greatest 
casualties occurred. I suppose that the most important battlefields of 
the Indian wars would be selected on a somewhat similar basis, although, 
of course, the problem is not one capable of solution by formulao 

I am much interested in.your view that heroism is the vital consid­
eration. In most battlefields heroism is present to a conspicuous de­
gree, both.as regards individuals and the collective forces. In se1ect­
ing a few areas that are of outstanding importance in American history, 
it seems to me one would be governed chiefly by the effect that the 
battle had on the history of our country. I am inclined to question 
whether one could properly select events of .individual heroism ahead of 
events that changed the national destiny. 

I think I should be inclined to give priority to some of the ear­
lier Indian battles, when the western country was in the hands of the 
Indians, rather than to some of the later battles, such as the Big Hole 
Battle, when the country was definitely a white man's country and there 
was no uncertainty as to the final outcome of a campaign.. 

·The number of national monuments must always remain very restrict­
ed. Only the events of outstanding national importance can be under 
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federal control •. A.. number oi' states have made rapid progress in estab­
lishing state parks to commemorate a considerable number oi' additional 
historie sites. The states should take an important park in preserving 
the historic sites of' the country. 

I am very glad to know that THE SOHG OF THE him:SSIAH will app~ar in 
October and shall look forward to it with great pleasure.· I am sure it 
will be a fitting companion to TEE SONG OF THREE FRIENDS and THE SONG 
OF HUGH GLASS• 

Trusting you will have a pleasant and successful trip following 
the route of Jedediah Smith's trails, 

Sincerely yours, 

ROGER W. TOLL, 
Superintendentf> 
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Branson, Missouri 
November 24, 1935 

Mr. Roger w. Toll, Superintendent, 
Yellowstone.National Park, 

Yellowstone Park, Wyoming. 

Dear Mro Toll: 

You will forgive me for not replying sooner to your good letter ot 
September 4. There have been extenuating, if not wholly justifying, 
circumstances. 

When I wrote you before, I wrote hurriedly, as I was starting on a 
long trip,.and did not say well what I had in mindo .As you remark, 
heroism is, of course, conspicuous in most battles. This alone, then, 
is not a sufficient criterion for choiceo Neither is historical impor­
tance a good criterion. As a matter of fact, there was no hope what­
ever that the Indians could stop the westering tide of white men, and 
there was no "decisive" Indian battle in the West. The decisive element 
was not warfare o Just .. pressure of migrating numbers and the destruction 
of t~buf'falo herds really decided. Since heroism was common and as 
"·decisive"· battles are out of the question, another standard for choice 
is necess::;ry. 

You ask where I'd place the Custer Fight a.nd the Big Hole Fight. 
The first, perhaps, right at the top; the second, somewhere near the 
top. Yet there have been fights in which the soldiers, on the whole, 
showed more heroism than was shown in the Custer.Fight. Most of Custer's 
troopers were in a pitiful condition of funk, as I lm.ow from intimate 
Sioux friends; and surely Reno and a fair share of his men were less 
than heroic. (Benteen, French, Godfrey, and some others were superb, or 
course o) 

Then what criterion have we for placing the Custer Fight so high? 
Perhaps this vnli suggest what I have in mind as a standard: 

The human story interest. in ~ high enduring sense .. -·the sort of' 
thing the Greek tragic poets understood. 

. You know what I am feeling as I dictate this, and with that feeling 
in mind, choice should be easy. I look over m;y list copied in your let­
ter, and all the battles named give me that feelingo I am especially 
jealous for 1'/ounded Rhee for reasons that my TEE SONG OF THE JMESSI.AR.may 
suggesto The significanc.e of that affair is un1que--al1 the pity. and 
terror.of any of the others, but with this added factw-the tragic world­
ly failure of a great spiritual dreamo 

I am having a copy of THE SONG OF THE MESSIAH sent to you by liiac­
mill~ns. 

Kindest thoughts, 

(SGD) J"OEN G. NEIHARDT 
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Mr . John G. Neihar dt, 
Br anson, Mi ssour i . 

Dear 1ir. Neiha r dt: 

515 Custom House , 
Denver, Colorado , 
December 26 , 1935 

I have jus t r ecently r eturned from a month' s tr i p in the South­
west and f ound your wel come l etter of November 24 . 

I want t o thank you very much for your very i nter esting connnents 
on the r el a tive na t i onal i mportance of the var i ous I nd i an Wdr ba t t l e­
fiel ds o 

At the present t i me , the Custer Bat t l efie l d i s admini stered by 
the War Department , as i t i s cl assed as a nat i onal cemetery rather than 
a battl efie l d s i te . The Bi g Hole Battl ef i el d was formerly administered 
by t he Uo s . For est Servi ce but ha s now been transf er red to the Nation­
a l Park Servi ce , together with other national monuments t hat were for­
merly under t he Fores t Servi ce and t he Viar Depar tment o Not many of the 
Ind i an battl ef i e l ds are of such outst andi ng national i mportance that · 
they would ju stify the establi shment of na t i onal monuments t o commemor ... 
at e them, s ince the tota l number of nat i onal histor ical monument s must 
neces sarily be small. It mi ght , however , be possi bl e to designate sev­
er a l det ach.ed ar ea s , whi ch toget her would comprise one na tional monu­
ment , under such c;ener al desi e;nat i on as 11 Itldian W!irs Nat i onal Idonument . 11 

If some such an arrangement a s t hi s should pr ove pract icable , sever al 
of t he battlef i el ds to v.ib.i ch you have r eferred might be included under 
that one desi gnation o 

With the best of wi shes for the New Year, 

Sincer ely yours , 

ROGER W. TOU., 
Superintendent o 
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: 

: 
: Gratte.n Fight . . 
: 
: Platte Bridge 

: 
t Red Buttes 
g 

: 
: Powder River Indian EXpedition 

of 1865 

: 
: 'Do . . 
: 

: Do 

t Do 

: 
: 
: 

: 

Fetterman fight 

a Hayfield fight 

: 
t 
: Wagon Box Correl fight 
: 
t 
: 

t 11 : September 119'-25, 1868 1 Beecher Island fight 
'l I I 

; : I I 

i &" • 
· i .12: : November 27, 1868 

I . 

I : 

' : : 
t 
: 

: 
: Destruction of ·Black Kettle's 

village 

: 
: 

i :, .13 · : August 14,. 1872 : 
. - , 
. --:_: -~ " - 1. I 

,;_ .);_·~-~L; __ _ -. 
~~-~~~j1~··~ -'·~-· 

-·· -· . 

: ' 

t Wyoming . . 
: Wyoming 

: 
t Wyoming 
: 
: 

: 
: . 
0 

Partial List of Indian En 
Tabulation of Brigo G 

Prepared from De. 

•· : . 
Goahel). t About 8 miles: 

: below Ft. : 
: Laramie l 

: Natrona Near Casper 1-
: . . 
t Natrona i About 5 miles: . : NW oi' Caspar . . . 
: : : 

: Wyoming : Sheridan : On Tongue R. , : 
: : at mouth of : 
: : Wolf' Creek, 
: : opposite pre•: 

: : : sent site of : 
: : : Ranchester : 

Montana : Custer or: On Powder R. : 
: : Powder : between mouth: 
: : River (?): of Mizpah end: 

: : Little Powder: 
:-Wyoming Johnson : On Crazy Wo- . . 
: . : mm Creek .• . : : . 
: Wyomllli . Sheridan : On Prairie . 
: ·: : Dog Creek 
: : near Fort 
: . : Phil Kearney : . . : . 
: Wyoming Sheridan . Near Fort . 

: Phil Kearney t 

: : : 
a Montana t Big Horn 3 miles ea.st 
: . ot Fort c. F.: . 

Smith 
: : : 
a Wyoming • Sheridan a ·Near Fort · . 

: Phil Keernay 
: : 

a . : . 
: Colorado: Yuma : Arickaree 

: : Fork of Re• t 
: a : publican. Riv. t 
a I 

Okla. Roger : Washita Rivei;: 
: Mills . Indian terri-: • 
: a tory, near 
: a Ant~lope Hilla 
a a . l 

: Montana Yellow- a Noo of Yellowt 
stone : stone Ro alld : 

: a 4 mio EW of : 
: - t Hl~ntley : . a . 



.gagements in Western Stai#es, 1854-1890 
en. Wo Co Brown, u. So A. Retired• 
ta from Walter M. Camp, 19240 

~ ___ C.ommanding Officer 

Lieut. J. L. Grattan 

Lieut. Caspar Collins 

Sergt. Amos J. Custard 
Co. 11~ 11th Kan. Cav. 

Gen. Po Edward Connor, 
u. So Volunteers 

I ,. 

i Organizations Participating 

s 30 men of Company 6th IJ?-fantry . . 
: 
: Detail of 30 men from itth · 
: Ohio Cavalry and 11th Ktin.sas 
: Cavalry 
t Escorting 3:wagons with 25 
: men, 11th Kansas Cavalry 
I . 

: Expedition mutinous, 300 vol­
: unteers deserted, oolIJlil8%ld in­
t eluded many ugalvanized Yank-
: ees. 11 

: 
: 

Col. Nelson Cole, 2nd : 
Mo. LigJi t .Artillery : 

Colo H. B. Carrington, 
18th Infantry 

Capt. w. Jo Fetterman, 
27th Infantry 

Capto Jas. Powell, 
27th Infantry 

: 
: 
: Detachment G, 2nd Battalion, 

18th Infantry 

: c, 2nd Cavalry, A,C,E,H, 27th 
Inf an try 

: 
: 
: 50 men A,C,E,F,H, 2nd Brigade, 
: lath Ini'antry 

: Detachment E,E,G,H & I, 27th 
Infantry, end 19 ~ivilian em .. 

: ployees 

: A,C,F, 27th Infantry 
: 
: 
: 

Maj. Go A. Forsyth, : Scouts organized under ~orsyth 
9th Cavalry, and Lieu't. : and Beecher ' 
F. H. Beecher 

. . : 
Lieut. Col. Go A. Cus• : A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,K,&M1 ~7th 
tar, 7th Cavalry : Cavalry 

Maj. E. M. ·Beker. 2nd 
Cavalry 

: 
l 

l .: --

: F ,G,H,L, 2nd Cavalry, c-;E-,G,I . 
: 7th Infantry (about 400 ~~} 
: 1 

: ~ ~;----- --- --

I 



Indians 

Sioux 

Sioux & Cheyennes 

: Sioux & Cheyennes 

: 
: Remarks 

& Entire command killed 
I 

: 
t 

: 
t Only 3 men escaped 
I 

:. 
250 lodges of Arapa- 63 warriors killed, 

: hoes under Black Beer : 800 ponies captured• 
and Old David 4 pitched battles • . . 

D. H. Bowman says these fights 
: were all in Montan.a. 

3000 Sioux : 
t 

Lieubo Wo H. Daniels killed 

Lieut. Ho s. Bingham, 2nd Cav­
alry, killed. 

Lieut. s. Sternberg, 27th Infan­
try, killed, followed by Capto 

t Do Ao Colvin• civilian. employee 

: Re
1

d Cloud 'With 300 
Sioux end 100 Chey­
enne a 

t 
" Roman Nose commanding t Lieut. Fo H. Beecher killed 

I 

z 
: 

:; Black Kettle (killed) 
: commanding Cheyennes, 
;Little Raven command• 
ing Arapahoes, Satanta: 
coIDlDSliding Kiowas 

: Killed,Maj. J. Ho Elliott, Capt. 
a Lo Mc Lo Hamilton. end 19 en-

listed mano Captured 875 ponies 

1100 Sioux, Cheyennes a 
~d .Arapahoes : 

- - -- --- - -- - -· -

I 



, 
.• 

Partial List of Indian El 

: 
Date a Name of ement 

Location ig 
·--~s~t-at~e---,--~c~o-un~---,--------~L~o-o-a~l~i~-----------. . 

: 14 t Augus 
: : 

11, 1873 • Montana. : Rosebud 1 Pease Bottom, Xl.Orbh of Yel-
: l : lowstone River, opposite 

I : a : mouth of Big Horn Ri var : 
: : . : : 
: 15 : April 1, 1874 1 Bozeman Expedition Montana 1 Rosebud : Rosebud :Mountains 
: : : I I 

t 16 a April 121 1874 : Bozeman Expedition Montana 1 Rosebud : Reno Creek 
: 
: 1'1 
: 
I 
t 18 
I 

t 19 
: 
i 120 
I . . 
: 21 
: 
t 22 
: 

•· . 
t 23 
: 

: : : : I 

: Lodge Grass Creek near Li irble a 
: Big Horn River 

: Last of March or : Bozeman Expedition : Montana : Rosebud 
: early in May, 1874: : 
: : : 
: June 27, 1874 : Battle of Adobe Walls: Texas 
: : a 
a Auglist 19, 1874 : Adobe Walls : Texas . . 
I 

: 

Sept. 9·11, 1874 
I 

: 

I 

: Texas 
: 
I 

a Winter of 1875-76 : : Montana 
: : 

: March 17, 1876 . . 
: 
: 

·. 

: June 17, 1876 

: 
1 ·Powder River 
I 

I 

a Montana 
: 
I 

I I 
1 Battle of the Rosebud: Montana 

: 
Hutchin- a On Canadian River 

a son 
I Do 
I 
a Hemphill 

Rosebud 

Custer 

: 
: 

: 
Upper Washita River 

: Fi:io Pease, below mouth of 
: Big Horn River 
: On Powder River 

a 
: 
: 
I 

: 

: 
I 

I 

: . . 
Big Horn : On lei't bank of ·Rosebud, 19 : 

1 miles north of Wyoming line : , 

' I : : 
:- . 24 s June 25, 1876 a Custer battle : Montana Big Horn : Little Big Horn River I 

a : : : 

: 25 
I . 

: I 
: July 7, 1876 : 

I 

' I WyomiDg 

' 

I 

: : 
Sheridan a Vlb.ere Little Big Horn River t 

emerges from Big Horn Mtns. : 
-= : : I t 

~: 26 

-~· : 27 

: 
I 

: 28 

: 

Sept. 9, 1876 : Slim Buttes 
: I 

I a 
a October 2~, 1876 : Cede.r·creek 
: I 

: : 
I : 

: . 
: ~ovember 25 ~ 1876 : Dull Knife battle 
: I. . • 

: l : 
: 29 : December 18, 1876 a 
: : . : 

: 30 : January a, 1877 
I 

- a Wolf Mountains 

I 
: Little Muddy Creek 
I 

: 
I 

I Se Do 

' a 

: Harding . . 
I 

1 Montane. : Prairie 
: 
I 

: 
I : 

: Wyoming a Johnson 
'I 

I : 
a Montana : Dawson 
: ' 

: East of Slim Buttes I 

: 
: 

: On Ce.da.r Creek, N. of'·Yellow-: 
: stone River, near mouth of : 
a Powder River 
: 
: 

On Bates Creek near N. Fork 
: Powder River 
: 
: ' 
: Near head of Redwater Creek 
: : 
: I : 

a Montana. : 
: 

Big Horn : Left b8.llk, Tongue River. 17 
: miles north of Wyoming line 

: 
: 
: I : 

a Montana :.- Rosebud 
: 
: 
g 

t 
a 

' 

I 
: Near mouth of Muddy Creek (a : 
.: branch of Rosebud Creek) 

' : 
1 . . 



Page a 
.gagements in Western States, 1854-1890 

a 
. Commanding Officer a Organizations Participating 
Lieut. Col. G. A. Cus- a A,B,E,F,G,K,L,M, 7th Cavalry 
ter a 

g 

: 

Civilians 
g 

Lieut. F. Do Baldwin, a Det. 6th Cavalry and Indian Scou-t1 
5th Infantry I 

Capt. Wyllys Lyman, 5th a About 60 men of tm 6th Cavalry 
Infentry 1 escorting a supply "lire.in 

t 
Civiliens 

Col. J. J. Reynolds, 
3rd Cavalry 

Brig. Gen. Geo. Crook 

Lt. Col. Go A. Custer, 
7th Cavalry 

Lieuto Fo Wo Sibley, 
2nd Cavalry 

Gen. Crook 

Colo N. A. Miles, 5th 
In.fan-try 

Colo R. s. Mackenzie• 
4-bh Cavalry 

. 
Lieut. Fe D. Baldwin, 
5-th Infantry 

Col. N. A •. Miles, 5th 
Inf entry 

Col. N. Ao Miles, 5th 
Infantry 

A,B,E,I,K, 2nd Cavalry 
E,F ,M, 3rd Cavalry 

A,B,D,E,&I, 2nd Cavalry; F, 4th 
InfantryJ C,G~&H, 9th Infantry 

Entire 7th Uo So Cavalry 

a Detachments from A,B,D,&I, 2nd 
: Cavalry (about . 25 men) 
l 

: Big Horn & Yellowstom E:x:peditio, 
I 

I 
1 Entire 5-th Infantry 
t 
I 

1· 
a K, 2nd Cavalry; H&K, 3rd Cavalry; 
a E,F,I&M, 4th Cavalry; H&L. 6th Cav 

alry, and Indian scouts 

A,C,D,E,F, & Detachinents B&H, 5j;ll 
Infantry, E,F, 22nd Inf'sntry 

A,C,D,E,F,G,H,K, 2nd CaVoJ B&R, 
5th Inf.; E,,F,G,H, 22nd Ip.i'antry 



I 

Indians 
900 Sioux 

I i ' 
Remarks t 

1 Lieut. Braden vvoumed, l sol-1 
dier killed, 2 soldiers wound· 

1 edo Indian loss, 40 killed & 
a wounded. 

a 
I 

I 

: 
Co:manche s & Kiowas a 

I 
Large force o f Indians 1 

' 1 1 soldier killed; Lieut. Go 
t Lewis, 5th Inf'antry, Wagon­
s master & l .soldier vounded. 
I 

I 
Indians from Red Clouda Indien village of 105 lodges 
am Spotted Tail ·.Agen•a destroyed. 
cies un:ler Red Cloud a 
end Crazy Horse a 
Sio1IJC & Cheyeiuies un• a 
der Crazy Horse · t 

l 

Sioux, Cheyemi.es• s.n:l a c.E,F.&I oblitere.tedo . 
others 

.be rioan Horse 

Sitting Bull, Gall, 

t Indians surprised by Maj~ .An• 
son Mills, be.ttaJ.ion 3rd Cav­
alry 

Low Neck am Pretty 1 

Bear with Minneconjous, 
Sens Arcd and Uncpapasa 
(about 1000) a 

Indians pursued 42 miles down 
Bad Route Creek to south of 
Yellowstom River 

Dull Knife 1 s band of 
Chey~m:re s 

a 

Lieuto McKinney killed. 

. .1 
Sitting Bull 1 s band at I 
122 lodges: 

600 warriors 

:Mitm.eoonjous wxler 
L8JJl8 Deer 

: Engagemmt lasted 5 hourso 
: Loss, 3 ~n killed end 5 
: wounied. 
a Lame ·Deer, Iron S-bar, end 12-. 
: warriors killed; 450 ponis s 

~ . ---·--------~. --

· a &. mules cap-tu- edJ .4_so.ldiars 
a killed and 6 woundedo 

-- ·--· ---------·- ·-----·----------- ··--···- ... --· -~ 



I Boo 
32 

.a1 
I 

I 33 
: 
I 
I 34 
t 
I 

I 35 
: 
I 
I 36 . . 
: 37 
: 
I 

38 . . 
t 
I 39 
: 

I 

: Date 
I June 17, 1877 
I 

I 

I June 28, 1877 

I 

I July 11-12, 1877 
I 

I 

I 1877 

I 

I January 2, 1879 
I . . 

. : March 8, 1880 
: 
I 

I March 91 1880 
I 

1 December 15, 1890 
I 

: Na:me of Engagement 
a White Bird Canyon 

Co-btonwood Creek 
: 

a Clearwater 
: 
I 

a Bear Paw 
: 
I 
1 Escape of Cheyennes 
a under Dull Knife 

: 
I 

I 

I I 

a 40 a December 29, 1890 'Wounded Knee Creek 
: 
: a a .. 

: 41 a-December 30, 1890 1 Drexel Mission 
: 

: I 

Partial List of Indian 

1 Location 
,--~St~a~te~--.--C~o-un--i:ty----:--·c-,----~Lo~c-a~l~ity":"-' ______ __ 

t : . ... . : : 
I Idaho I Idaho : ,· 

~.1 . c .>; I I 

I I 8 
: Montane. a Id.a.ho a Oll._!,°'Soo Fork, Clearwater Rive: 

: I 

I . Montana . 
a 
I 
: Nebo 
I 

8 . 

: Montana 
: 

Montane. 

s. Do 

So Do 

So Do 
a 
I 

: 
I Blaine 

1 Davis 

g 

t On.-Snake Cr. near Bear Paw 
Y()Ftains 

a Rosebud a 20Jmi• s. of Yellowstone R. 
t & ·Q.2 mi. w. of Rosebud 

: Rosebud 
I 

: 
Corson 

1 

: 
a Shannon 
l 

: 
I Shannon 
I 

• 

: 
: 
a 
g 

8 

It 

8 . . 
a . . 

L~~le Porcupine Cr., north 
or_~· Yellowstone River 

The tabuiation included the following notes: 
~': 

In November,, 1924, Mr. Walter Mo Camp, Editor of the RoRo Review~ ch!'cago, gaveme a list of 41 
we.a assisted by many eye witnesses, both white end red, made co.pious· noteQ't and was contemplating th1 
list, simply to indicate the probab.le value of his notes which are now hel~ by his widow at 7740 So. 
earning these engagements 09.Illlot now be found. It is hoped that many are ~ Mro Camp's notes, as it 
sults should be valuable and the notes should be "released" and deposited "'1iere they may be availabl1 

' ,~· . 
li 

Noso 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 23, and 25 are on territory now cover~d by Uo So Geological Sllr1 
J.· 

Tile sites of Nos. 11, 24, 26, 32, end 35 have been marked. :I 

Nos. 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 32, 33, end 34 ~ot on Raynolds map. 
): 
-~ 

Bluepr~t of tabulation was given -to Wyoming Historical Library by, B~igo Gen. w. c. Brovm, Augi 

The sites of Noso 81 10, 23, end 28 are also now marked, and No. 4·i~ now (Oct., 1935) being lill 

l 
Big Hole Battlefield not included in listo ~ 

List re-tabulated, October, 1935, R. w. To ,,. 
~' ,, 
~-· .. 

.f-
':t 

........ 

. ~~ ....... -r 
-·· ~;f 

.'lt.!i:. _______ ,...:;:;-



Page 3 
1gagements in Western States, 1854, 1890 

a 
Commanding Officer Organizations Participating 

Capto David Perry, 1st : F&H, lst Cavalry 
Cavalry I 

Capto Do Bo Rendall, 
Idaho Volunteers 

: 
1 43 volunteers, h.rujtily assembled 
: 
: 

Brig. Gen. Oo O. Howard: B,E,F,H,&L, 1st CaVoJ D,E.H,&I, ' 
u.S • .A.o I 21st lnfoJ E&G, 4th .Arti+lery 

I 
Colo Nelson Ao Miles, 
5th Infantry 

: F ,G,&H, 2nd Cavo J .A,D,&K, 7-bh Cav1 
: B,F,G,I,&K & Deto D, 5th Info, In-: 
t dian scouts r 

Capto Ho W. Wessells, 
Jr. 1 3rd Cavalry 

Lieuto So Wo Miller 1 

5th Infantry 

Capto Fo Do Baldwin, 
St;h Infantry 

Cap"bo E. Te Feohet, 
8th Cavalry 

Colo J. w. Forsyth, 
7th Cavalry 

Col. Jo w. Forsyth, 
7-bh Cavalry 

1 A,C,E,F,H,&L, 3rd Cavalry 

9 soldiers, E, 5-bh Infantry, & 
: 8 scouts 
: 
: I,&K, 5th Inf'entry 
I 

I 
1 Eg&G, 8th Cavalry, Indian Police 

I 
: A,B,C,D,E,G,I,K, 7th Cavalry; E, 
: 1st Artillery, Indian Scouts 

. .. 

1 A,B,C,D,E,G,L,K, 7th Cav.i D,G,I, 
K, 9th CaVoJ E, lat .Artillery, In-: 
dien Scouts a 

' dien Engagements, the exact sites of which had been hun~ed u 
ublica.tion of a historical work on our conflicts with the Re 
ion Ave., Chi~agoo Although many historical -works (some 0:ui; 
ems highly probable that when so much "bime end effort was sp· 
o the public for historical research work. -- W. C. Brovm., : 

mapso 

15, 19300 ~Penciled note on tabulation saysz nThe aboye can 

edo 



Nez PercES under Chief 
Joseph 

Nez Perces 

Nez Perces 

Nez Perces unier. Chie£ 
Joseph 

Cheyennes 

Remarks 
g Lieuto E. Wo Thelier. 2ls"b 
a Inf'. & 33 soldiers killed, 2 
a soldiers -wounded 
& Capt. Randall and B. Fo Evans: 
i killed, 3 men wounded 

I 

I 

I 

end visited by himo He spent 20 summers in this work; 
Man. In this tabulation I have extended Mro Camp's 

>f' print) he.ve been searched, many essentie.1 facts con• 
o.t on this by a trained -writer and observer, the re­
rig. Gen, u.s • .A. Retired --

be used in connection with map recently sent. W.CoBou 



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

,· Alpha'8tloal·i..1at ot Indian T~1bea iaolucled 1n 
"TIB IORTJI AMERIO.AB DDXAI'" 

~itten ad Illuatrate4 b7 Edwal"d s_ Ovtla, 
. Edited b7 FJ:ede:riok Webb Hodge 

Twent1 Volumea 1 Published 190'1 to 1930 

l Tribe J t Tribe 1vo1um.e' ; 1
Volume

1 I . t 
l •" i • t t 
: Achomawl : 13 i O:rea (Westen Woode) i 18 i 
I Acoma : 16 i oi-eelca I 19 ' I Alaskan Eskimo : 20 I a~ws ' 4 : 
l Algonquian I 19 I I 
: Apache s 1 l • t • 

Apache (Kiowa) i 19 1 Delawazies • 19 • • 
: Apache (Llpu.) s 19 l Dieguenoa t a i 

' Apaohe (Mohave) i 2 I i : 
Apsarokee I 4 l 1 s 

i Arapaho I 6 : Eskimo (Alaskan) I 20 I 
r Al.'apaho I 19 s ' • • 
I Ar1kara l 5 ' I i 
: Assiniboh s I Five Civilized T~ibes i 19 • ' : Assiniboin (Horthern) 18 ' natheade t 'I I 
s Athapascan s 19. I J-oxes i lt : 
i Ate ma ' 5 I s ' : l • * i • 
I I a Balda . 11 ; • 

' ; Blaokteet I 18 i Havaaupa1 ' 2 a 

' • B1datsa . 4 : • . i t Hooper Bay Eskimo ' 20 : .. 
• Caddo l 19 I Hopi i 12 i 
I oa.ddoaa I 19 : Hupa t 18 I 
I Oahuilla 16 I Hurons I 19 • • 
= 

Oalitonia (Southam) Sha• I I l 

' shoneana I 15 l I 
s Cape P.rinoe.~t Wales Kakimo • 20 • Illinois Oontede:micy I 19 * • • 

081UB• 8 t Iowa 19 : 
c Chehalis (Upper) I 9 I Iroquoian. : 19 • • 
' Cherokee I 10 : Isl eta • 16 ' : Oheye:r.ma : 6 : • I • 
l Ohqeue (Southern) 19 : I . • 
s Chickasaw I 19 l 1ica:r1llaa : l : 
: Ohimalam 9 ' s J 

l Chinookan i 8 I . J • 
t Ohip8ltJ8.D. : 18 I Kal1spel i ., ; 
; Choo tali' : 19 s Kallae I 19 : 
: Clallam I 9 t lfa:rok : 13 ' s oooh1t1 I 16 I Kato • 14 I 
I Oolv1Ues i ' i Xeres ; 16 I 
I Comanche I 19 I nakapoo I 19 l 

oomoz I 9 I King Island Eskimo : ao • • 
t oouer d'Alenaa i ' I Kiowa : 19 t 
s Oowiahan ' 9 t ICiowa Apaohe I 19 

\ : Cowlitz l 9 c namath : 18 & J 

... 



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

l . t t ' i 
I Tribe tVolums1 Ti-1be :Volume a 
I • • I i • 
t XU.old tat • ' : Plegan. : 18 t 

' Xobuok- a ao : Pima t a c 

' Kotzebue Eskimo t 20 • Plateau Shoahoneans : 15 
' • 

• Kutena1 ' ? i Pomo I 14 & 
: !Wakiutl i 10 • Pono a : 19 • • • 
= 

t a Potawatolld. a 19 t 
I I : Puget Sound T~1bea • ' I 
I Laguna : 16 l s I 

' Lakes a ' s I ' : Lipan Apache s 19 & Q.ahat1ka ' 
2 s 

: tittle Diomede Ialan.d Eskimo; 20 • Quapaw i 19 l • 
i Lower Chehalis ' 9 • Quill lute • 9 • s L•lsenon i 15 • Quinaul" : 9 s • 
I L111E1 ' . 

9 t I a 
: t ' I ' • t • Sallah.an Tribes ot the Coast a 9 • • • 
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Map of the Region Traversed by the Three Columns of the Powder River Expedition of 
lUS, Showiq Geographical Divisions as they Existed at that Time, Dakota 

Including all of the Present States of North and South Dakota and 
the Greater Part of Wyam.bls 

(Robt. Bruce in Recrui1ia11 Newt) 

'SC:.A\.I OP Mt\,f~ 

0.M. 
:f I • 

Routes Traversed by the Powder River Indian Expedition In What Is Now Southoastenaa 
Montana. with an Adjacent strip of Northem WyoJDina 

(Rol>t~ Bruce in Recruitiaa NeWI) 
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CONNOR FIGHT .Q! TONGUE RIVER (Powder River Expedition) August ~' -™• 
The ra~d§.duririg the winter of 1864-65 led General Grenville 

M. Dodge, who commanded the department of the Missouri, to believe that 
the one sure way to protect the frontier from Indian depredations was 
to strike some hard blows in the enemy's country. He planned to send 
into the Powder River country, where the Sioux, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes 
were thought to be in camp, four coll.mms of troops--one under General 
Sully and three under the comm.and of General P. E. Connor--and to at.tack 
the Indians there. 

By May 15, 1865, General Connor had returned from the East and 
was in Julesburg, making preparations for the expedition to the Powder 
River and Yellowstone country. Sully failed to get his men ready and 
Connor acted alone. 

It was determined that the right column of' the oonnnand under 
Colonel N. Cole should march from Columbus, Nebraska, northwesterly, 
passing north of the Black Hills. From Fort Laramie, Colonel Walker, of 
the Sixteenth Kansas Cavalry, with about six hundred men and a packtrain, 
was to march north through the Black Hills. Connor commanded the other 
column, heading a detachment of the Seventh Iowa Cavalry, the Second Cav­
alry, a signal corps, a company of ninety-five Pawnee scouts under Major 
Frank North, and about the same ntnnber of Omaha and Winnebago scouts. 

When General Connor reached Fort Laramie, there was much dis­
satisfaction among the troopso Desertions were constantly taking place, 
and when Colonel Walker's order was read to the volunteers, they mutinied 
and refused to go. After Connor brought his artillery to bear on the mu­
tineers, 1ihey consented to go with Colonel Walker, who departed With his 
troops on July 5o 

On .August 2, with a force or about six h:undred seventy-five 
men, Connor set out for the Powder River. The command reached Powder 
River August 11 and began the construction of a post called Camp Connor, 
which later became Fort Reno.. From all reports, the expedition seems to 
have been more or less of a picnic or pleasure excursion. The troops 
ran their horses almost to death chasing buffalo and jack rabbits. 

As General Connor's command moved down the Tongue River, the 
Pawnee scouts came upon a heavy Indian trail. When Captain North report­
ed this to General Connor, he was ordered to take ten of his Pawnees and 
follow the trailo Only twenty-five or thirty miles from. 'Where he had 
left the cOllllDalid, he found a large village of Indians, consisting of two 
hundred or three hundred lodgeso Messengers were sent back to Connor, 
and the next day he came up w1 th four hundred men and two pieces of ar .. 
tillery. The command was brought to w1 thin three-quarters of a mile of 
the Indian village before it was discoveredo The troops charged on the 
camp and dispersed its inhabitants, who were chiefly Arapahoes under 
Black Bear, with some Cheyennesd The village, a large number of horses 
(variously estimated from six hundred to over a thousand), and some women 
and children were captured, while a number of the Indians were killed. 
After recovering from their first fright, the Indians stood their ground 
and put up a good :Light. In fact, after Connor and his ooilllllWld had 
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turned about and were returning to their camp, with sheer bravado, the 
Indians followed closely on their heels. (This battle occurred on the 
29th of August.) 

Connor ·btirn.ed the village and punished his O\VD. troops for stop­
ping to plunder when they should have been fighting by destroying all 
the articles they had taken. The captives, eight women and thirteen 
children, were set free some days latero 

. The connnand now moved dovm. the Tongue River, reaching the point 
where Cole should have been about the 1st of September. Neither he nor 
Walker was anywhere in sighto General Connor was very uneasy, and Major 
North and his Pawnees were dispatched to locate the two column.so They 
found Cole and Walker on September 19 in a pitiful condition. The men 
were starving, and their undergrazed ponies were entirely unsatisfactory 
for service. Major North took his command to Fort Connor, which Connor 
himself reached September 24. 

At Camp Conn.or, General Connor found orders from the Depart­
ment Commander calling him in to Fort Laramie and relieving him of his 
commando He was greatly angered and felt he had been grieviously in­
jured--as, indeed, he had. After mustering out, he went to Salt Lake 
City and never made a report on his expedition. Although the expeditiom 
had not been entirely successful, the good work that he had done in the 
Powder River country came to nothing, and he was never given credit for 
it. . 

This expedition was a prelude to eleven yea.rs of warfare with 
the Indians. 
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The close of the Civil War added a new impetus to ~he westward 
movement. Soldiers, after four years of active campaigning, could not 
settle down to the humdrum life of village or country again. With a na­
tural restlessness,··they gathered their families, loaded their wagons, 
and, in parties o:r varying sizes, made their way westward. In order to 
offer proper protection to the present and future flow of emigrants to 
the Northwest, over the Bozeman or Montana trail, the U. s. Government, 
early in 1866, sought to negotiate a treaty with the Sioux and Northern 
Cheyennes to secure the right of way of emigrants through that territory 
and to establish military posts to guard ~ trail. While the outcome 
of the negotiations was doubtfuJ. 1 the government was satisfied that sat­
isfactory treaties had been made with the tribes and rn the route was 
safe. 

Pursuant to the plan, Brigadier-General Henry B. Carrington, 
Colonel of' the 18th Regular Infantry, was ordered with the second battal­
ion of his regiment to march to Fort Reno, move it 40 miles westward, 
garrison it, establish another post on the Bozeman trail between the Big 
Horn Mountains and the Powder River (Fort Phil Kearney), and, lastly, to 
establish two additional posts: one on the Big Horn, the other on the 
Yellowstoneo On the 19th of May, 1866, a little army of seven hundred 
men, accompanied by four pieces of artillery, two hundred twenty-six 
wagons, and a few ambulances containing the wives and children of several 
of the officers, set forth from old Fort Kearney, Nebraska. .Among the 
soldiers were artificers and mechanics of every description. Appliances 
necessary for the building of the forts had been provided by the govern­
ment. 

Contrary to their previous expectations that the march would be 
a peaceful and uneventful one, they \irere constantly menaced by the In­
dians, and they rapidly becmne undeceived as to the character ot their 
expedition. 

After Fort Reno had been re-stockaded and garrisoned with his 
command, Carrington with something over five hundred advanced farther in­
to the unknoWn. land. On the 13th of July, 1866, he established camp on 
the banks of the Big Piney·creek, a tributary of the Powder River, about 
four miles from the Big Horn Range. It was a delightful spot. After 
General Carrington: had surveyed the surrounding country as far as the 
Tongue River, decided upon a suitable site, set up the sawmills, picketed 
the adjacent hills, the erection of Fort Phil Kearney was begun in real 
earn.est. ~ building Ef_ ~ ~ Kearney ~' ~ the Indians, !_ deli b""' 
erate ~ 2!!. ~ part ~ ~ whites ~ further encroach upon their ter­
ritory, ~.!!!:.order i2. ~~inevitable westward-moving~. ~ 
their ettorts (regard1ess 2!, treaty) ~ concentrated E.!!_ ~ objective: 
~destroy, completely~ forever,.~ stockadeo The most careful 
watchfulness was necessary at all times, but the work ot erecting the 
fort was continued. 

It was a rectangle, six hundred by eight hundred feet, inclosed 
by a formidable stockade of heavY' pine logs standing eight feet high, 
with a continuous banquette, and flaring loopholes at every fourth log. 
There were enfilading blockhouses on the diagona1 corners, with portho1es 
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for the cannon, and quarters for officers.and men, with other necessary 
buildings. The commanding officer's quarters was a two-story building 
of framed lumber, surmounted QY a watch-tower. The officers' and men's 
quarters were built· of logs. The warehouses, four in number, eighty 
feet by twen ty-f'our, were framed. East of the fort proper was a corral 
of slightly less area, surrounded by a rough palisade of cotton\vood 
logs, which inclosed the wood train, hay, and miscellaneous supplies. 
Everything--stockade, houses, stables, in all their details, blacksmith 
shops, teamsters' quarters, and so on--was planned by Carrington him­
self. The main tort inclosed a handsome parade ground, in the center of 
which arose the tall flagstaff planned and erected by a ship carpenter 
in the regiment. From it, on the 31st of October, with great ceremony 
and much rejoicing, the first garrison flag that ever floated over the 
land was unfurled. The fort was not actually completed until the next 
spring. It was planned to accommodate one thousand meno 

From its establishment, in 1866, to its abandonment some two 
years later, it was the scene of minor Indian skirmishes and major en­
counters. Eternal vigilance was the price of life. In the fall of 
1868 a new treaty was made with the Indians, and the post, which had 
been the scene of heartbreaking disaster and defeat and ot triumph un­
precedented, was abandoned to them and the troops were withdrawn~ The 
Indians at once burned it to the ground. It was never reoccupied. And 
today, it is remembered simply because of its associations with the 
first, and with one.exception, the most notable of our Indian defeats 
in the West (The Fetterman Massacre), and with the most remarkable and 
overwhelming victory that was ever won by soldiers over their gallant 
red foam.en on the same ground (Wagon Box Corral fight) a 
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·!!!!FETTERMAN MASa.4.CRE* (December E1,, ~) 

In spite of the fact that Fort Phil ICearney was in a constant 
state of siege and that encounters of ~he most horrible nature--with at­
tendant bloodshed-~were taking place daily, as late as December 8, 1866, 
President Andrew J~Jinson congratulated Congress that treaties had been 
made at Fort Laramie and that all ~ peace in the Northwest o 

As the fort was still far from completion, the logging opera­
tions continued. This lumber train was frequently attackedo Reinforce­
ments were not forthcoming, as the officials in the East hugged their 
treaty and refused to believe that a state of war existed; and if it did 
exist, they were disposed to censure the commanding officer for provok­
ing 1 to General Carrington had done nothing to provoke war, but he de­
fended himself and comm.anded stoutly when attackedo Some of his officers 
covertly sneered at his caution and were burning tor an opportunity to 
distinguish themselves and had practically determined to make or take one 
at the first chance. Chief among these malcontents were Captain (Brevet­
Lieutenant-Colonel) Fetterman, the senior captain present, and Captain 
Brown, a veteran of the Civil War. 

On the 21st of December (a clear-cold day, the ground being 
free from snow) the lookout on Sullivant Hills signaled, about 11 o'clock 
in the morning, that the wood train had been attacked about a tnile and a 
half from the fort. A relief party of forty-nine men from the 18th In­
fantry, with twenty-seven troopers from the Second Cavalry, was ordered 
out w1 th Captain Po~ell ( J'ames) in conunand and Lieutenant Grummond in 
charge of the cavalry. Pleading his senior captaincy as justification, 
Fetterman was reluctantly allowed to go in place of Powell, though his 
fighting experience with Indians was less than any other officer in the · 
fort. With Captain Fetterman went Captain Brown, with two frontiersmen 
and hunters, as volunteers. There were eighty-one in all--just the num­
ber with which he had previously boasted he could ride through the whole 
Sioux Nation. 

Carrington, knowing Fetterm.an's contempt for. the Indians, was 
particular and specific in his orders.:. to relieve the wood train, drive 
back the Indians, but on no account to pursue the Iiidfans-Qver the Lodge 
Tr'afi1ffdge. FettermandTSobeyed orders. Whet'iier deliberately or not, 
cannot be told~ He relieved the wood i;rain, a.nd, instead of returning 
to the post, pursued the Indians over the ridge into Peno Valley-, then 
along the trail, and into a cunningly contrived ambusho There a pitched 
battle evidently took place with some two thousand Sioux warriors \Ulder 
the fiery, young Chieftan Red Cloud. 

A relief' party of ninety-four men, under the command of' Cap­
tain Ten Eyck, being unable to join vdth Fetterman, returned in the af­
ternoon with terrible tidings of appalling disastero Not one of the 
valiant eight-one ever returned. Bro'Wll. and Fetterman were found lying 
side by side• They had sworn to die rather than be taken alive by the 
Indians and, in the last extremity, had evidently stood face to face 
and each had shot the other dead w1 th his revolvero 

The afternoon of the following day, vdth a heavily armed force 
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iof eighty men, ·Carrington vient in person to the scene of battle and re-
1 

covered the bodies. 

*NOTE: Many historians are inclined to call this engagement ttThe Fetter­
man Battle,tt and not "The Fetterman Massacreo" Fett·erman attacked the 
Indians and fought desperately until he and his men were all killed. 
This is said to be a ttbattle. 7t When an Indian war party raided a settle­
ment or overwhelmed a train, or murdered children and women, that is 
said to be a massacre. This is substantiated by the fact that the Greek 
engagement w1 th the Persians is kltown as the nBattle of Thermopylae" and 
not the "Massacre of Thermopylae." The same may apply in the case of 
ttThe Custer Massacre." 



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

THE WAGON BOX CORRJ\L FIGHT _(The Thirty-~ against ~Three Thousand) 

Augu.st 2, 1867 

Red Cloud· gained so much prestige by the defeat and slaughter· 
of Fetterman and his men (December 21, 1866) that he became the leading 
Sioux chief of the nationo Thousands of angry kaves, flushed with con­
quest and eager for blood, hastened to enroll themselves in his band. 
Fort Phil Kearney had been in a state of siege before: it was more 
closely invested now than everG All through the long,, cold winter the .. 
post was menaeedo As soon as possible in the spring of 1867 1 reinforce­
ments were hurried up and the fort completed, but the same state of af­
fairs continued right along without intermission. With the advance of 
summer, Red Cloud gathered the warriors and determined upon a direct at­
tack on the fort itself. For the campaign. he proposed, he assembled no 
f'ewer than three thousand warriors, the flower of the Sioux Nation--Unk­
papas, ]fi.nioonjous, Oglalas, Brules, Sans Arcs, besides the Cheyenneso 

The post had been completed, but immense supplies of wood 
were required for fuel during the long severe wintero A contract had 
been entered into by the government with a civilian outfit to do all the 
cutting. One of the stipulations was that t.he woodmen should be guarded 
and protected by the soldierso Woodcutting began on the 31st of July, 
1867, and Captain and Brevet-Major James Powell, commanding "C"· Compa.ey­
of the Twenty-seventh Infantry (formerly a part of the command that had 
built the fort), was detailed with his company to guard the contraetor's 
party. 

Arriving at Piney Island, some seven miles from the post, 
Powell immediately set about strengthening his defensiveo Twelve men, 
under a noncommissioned officer, \4rere sent to guard the camp in. the 
woods, and thirteen men, with a noncommissioned officer, vrere detailed 
to escort the wood trains to and from the fort. With the remaining 
twenty-six men and his Lieutenant John c. Jenness, he established head­
quarters on the plain in the open. Fourteen unused wagon beds were uti­
lized by Powell to establish a corral in the rorm of a wide oval at the 
highest point of the plain, which happened to be in the center. The 
wagon beds were deep and afforded ample concealment for any one lying in 
them. At the ends of the oval, two wagons complete (with box and run­
ning gear) were placed a short distance from the little corral~ Th.is 
would break the force of a charge, and the defenders could fire at the 
attacking party tm.derneath the box and through the wheels. The spaces 
between the wagon boxes were filled with logs and sacks of grain, backed 
by everything available that would turn a bullet. Instead of the old 
Springfield muzzle-loading musket 1 Powell's men were provided with the 
new .Al.1en modification of the Springfield.breech-loading rifle, and a 
large number of new Colt revolvers. 

Having matured his plans, Red Cloud detemined to begin his 
attack on Fort Phil Kearney by annihilatoing the 11 t tle detachment 
guarding the lumber train. The morning of August 2 things came to a 
head. Powell skinn.ished with a ·small detach.men t of Indians, but by a 
prompt and bold sortie succeeded in driving them back. Four lumbermen 
were kil.led. 



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

Red Cloud now decided to concentrate on the wagon-box corral. 
We can well imagine the thoughts of that little band of thirty-two--cut 
off from help--surrounded by a force outnumbering them one hundred to 
one. They were first charged by five hundred Sioux, magnificently 
mounted. These were repUlsed by a rain of bullets. Next, a skirmish­
ing party of some five hundred more, followed up by the main body of 
the Sioux army, renewed the attacko These were checked. Six distinct 
advances were made by the Sioux in the space of three hours, and each 
time they met the same deliberate, unremitting rifle fire that was 
playing havoc with their numbers o All the while, the hills and moun­
tains resounded with the death chants of the old men and women, brought 
by the Sioux wa.rriors--so confident were they of victory. 

Around 3 o'clock in the afternoon a shell burst in the midst 
of the Indian skirmishers, and through the trees the weary defenders 
saw the blue uniform of approaching soldiers. The Indians sullenly re­
treated, though they were practically assured a victory if they at­
tacked this small force in the open. But it seems that Red Cloud had 
had enough far the day. Major Smith, commander of the reinforcements, 
realized instantly that the proper thing for him to do, in the face of 
such great odds, was to get Powell's men and return to the fort with 
all speed. Carrying the bodies of the dead and ·wounded, the little 
band of defenders joined the rescuers and returned to the fort, leaving 
the barren honors 0£ the field to the Indianso The loss in killed and 
wounded in the engagement on the part of 'tihe Indians was 1 1137 o Of the 
besieged, two were killed (Jenness and a private) and two seriously 
wounded. .Amply, indeed, had the little band avenged the death or their 
comrades under Fetterman the year before. 
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THE. BATTL."E Q! m ROSEBUD. (June l?, 1876) 

It had long been the ambition of the Interior Department to get the 
Indians of the Northwest peaceably settled on reservations. All attempts 
had been in vain. The Il;dians were at last definitely informed that if 
they did not come .into the reservation by the 1st of January, 1876, and 
stay there, the task of compelling them to do so would be turned over to 
the War Department. They did not come; on the contrary, many of those on 
reservations left them for the field. 

The War Department immediately started to make elaborate prepara­
tions for a grand advance or three converging columns--General Gibbon to 
~ ~ ~ ~ Montana, General George Crook ~ advance northward­
~ southern Nebraska, 2 General George ~Custer to strike eastward 
from Fort Lincoln--which were to enclose the recalcitrant Indians in a 
net o'f'SOldiers, force them back on the reservations, and, thus, it was· 
hoped, end the war. 

A few unsuccessful encounters and extremely cold weather delayed 
matters until the 29th of 11ay, 1876, when General Crook, in personal com­
mand of twelve hundred soldiers (fifteen troops of cavalry, 900 men--ten 
of the Third under conunand of Colonel Evans and five of the Second under 
Major Noyes, the whole being under the command of Colonel William B. Roy­
all of the Third; also three companies of the Ninth Infantry and two of 
the Fourth, 300 men, under the connnand of Colonel Ch~bers), marched forth 
from Fort Fetterman, Wyoming. '!'he objectives of. the campaign were the 
villages of Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull. 

A skirmish on June 9 with Crazy Horse on the Tongue River, near the 
point vmere the stream intersects the Montana boundary line, was simply a 
grim earnest of the determined purpose of the Indian Chief to hold them 
back. On the 15th of June, something less than two hundred Crows, with 
eighty odd Shoshones, joined the army, as a result of previous negotia­
tions. Crook determined to park the wagons and baggage, with adequate 
guards, strip his command to the lightest, and make a dash for the Rose­
bud River (so called because of the quantity of wild roses which grew 
along its bank in season) and the Indian country• At 5 a. m. , on the 16th, 
the force numbering a little 1 es s than · eleven hundred men, with two hun­
dred fifty Indian auxiliaries, crossed the Tongue River and marched to the 
Rosebud. There they camped in a natural emphitheatre (through which the 
Rosebud ran), on the top or which ~ickets were stationed. 

About 8:30, in the morning of the 17th, Crazy Horse began the attack. 
It is.said that some six thousand warriors were assembled, but the most 
of them were not engaged. Crook acted at once. The Crows and Shoshones 
were directed to circle to the right and left; Captain Anson Mills with 
his command {first battalion of the Third Cavalry) was ordered to charge 
the front; a portion oi' Captain Van Vliet' s squadron {third battalion of 
the Third Cavalry) was rushed to the rear; the inf an try and part of the 
Second Cavalry were dismounted and thrown forward as skinnisherso Royall 
took Geno Guy Vo Henry's battalion (second o:r Third Cavalry) with Van 
Vliet's remaining troops, one of Mills' troops, and another or Noyes' 
troops, and charged the Indians· on the left. Charge and counter-charge 
took place 6 Now the troops gave WiY before the Indians' advance, now the 
soldiers rallied and hurled the Indians back--so went the varying to~ 
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tunes of the houro· Crook ~rdered Mills to take his three troops down the 
Dead.Canyon of the Rosebud and attack the villages. He promised to fol­
low up with the remaining cavalry and infantry. The fight raged on. Fi­
nally, the Indians galloped off, their retreat accelerated by the move­
ment of Mills toward the villages. ''lhen Crook began to prepare to follow 
:Mills, he found that he had a much larger number of wounded than he 
thought possible, which made his following Mills unwise. He thereupon 
dispatched Captain Nickerson, attended by a single orderly 1 at the inimi­
nent peril of their lives, with orders to ride after Mills and uell him 
to return at onceo Mills was overtaken seven miles down the canyon. 
Never was order more unwelcome. The Indian village was in sight. N.ever­
theless, he obeyed, and never was obedience better justified. His force 
would have been annihilated if he had continued~ The main body of the 
Indians had been massed at the farthest end as a part of Crazy Horse's 
trap. 

Ten soldiers were killed, 27 seriously wounded, and a great number 
slightly wounded. While technically it was :perhaps a drawn battle, as a 
feat of arms, vhe battle of the Rosebud. must go down to the credit ot 
the Indianso 
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!:§!CUSTER MASS.ACRE ON!!!! LITTLE~~ (June 25, 18716:) 

On the 17th of May, 1876, the column which 'WB.s to have been connna.nd­
ed by General Custer left. Fort Lincoln, Nebraska. Due to some erroneous 
charges made by General Custer against the then Secretary of War, Custer, 
instead of commanding the column, was placed under Major-C-eneral .Alf'red 
H. Terry, who was to command Gibbons' column as well, when the junction 
had been made between the two. They reached the Powder River without mis­
hap, and were joined by General Gibbon, who reported his coil1lll.and encamped 
along the Yellowstone, near the mouth of the Big Horn. Major Reno of the 
Seventh Cavalry, with six troops, was sent out on a scouting expedition 
and returned with the information that he had discovered a big Indian 
trail leading westward toward the Big Horn country. 

On the 22d of June, 1875, Custer was ordered to take his regiment, 
with fifteen days• rations, and march down the Rosebud until he struck 
the Indian trail reported by Reno. (Here the orders were explicit.) 
If the trail led across the Rosebud, he was not to follow it westward to 
the Little Big Horn, ~until !!2. ~ the--rii'diaiis-;-but he was~~ to 
~southward until he struck~ headwaters of the Tongue River. If'~ 
found ~ Indians there, he ~ !£ swing northward ~ the valley of ~ 
Little Big~. toward ~ s:pot where .!1 ~supposed the Indians~ 
(and where, in reality, they were). There he would be joined from the 
ii'Oi=th by Gibbon and TerrY:·-:At 12 noon, the Seventh Cavalry, 600 strong 
with Custer at itshead, left the camp at the mouth o,f the Powder River. 
With the column were fifty .Arikara {"REES") Indian auxiliaries, a few 
Crows, and a nmn.ber of white scouts and newspaper correspondents. In oom.­
plete disobedience of his orders, he announced his purpose to his offi­
cers: ~ follow the trail until they found ~ Indians ~ ~ "~ f.2E.. 
~·" By this single act of daring, he hoped, if' successful, to regain 
all he had lost. If he failed--well, he would not anticipate that. 

True to his purpose, he ·tanaciously clung to the trail of the Indians, 
and the morning of Sunday, June 25, 1876, found him encamped some sixteen 
miles from the Little Big Horn, with the smoke of the Indian village in 
plain view. As the result of his disobedience, he was now prac·tically in 
contact with the enemy. Innnediate action was essential. He decided to 
attack. He divided his regiment into three battalions. To Major Marcus Ao 
Reno, an officer with no experience in Indian fighting, he gave Troops A, 
G, and M; to Captain Benteen, a veteran and successful Indian fighter, 
Troops D, H, and K; Captain McDougall~ with Troop B, was ordered to bring 
up the mule train; Custer himself took the five remaining troops, C, E, F, 
I, and L. They left the ravine in which they were camped, and about noon 
crossed the divide that separated them from Little Big Horn Valley. Benteen 
was ordered to swing to the left; Reno was to follow a small creek to its 
junction with the Little Big Horn and strike the head of the village; Cus-
ter's movements would be detennined subsequently. McDougall came last. 
When the village loomed in sight, Custer swung to the right. The plan was 
entirely simple: Reno was to attack the end·of the village; Bentven was 
to sweep around and fall in on the left of it; Custer, on the right. Un­
fortunately, the attacks were not delivered simultaneously. Reno, with 
less than one hundred fifty men~ made a pitifully feeble charge. His 
whole force was sl8lIJilled back by the Indians like a door into the timber on 
the bank of the river. Here Reno made a serious mistake. Instead of 
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again charging desperately, he dismounted his cavalry for defense. All 
the rest of his maneuvers served no other purpose than to further doom 
Custero Custe~'s plan required a bold charge on the part of Reno to dis­
organize the Indians, fol;Lowed up by similar attacks on the left and 
right by Benteen and himself. When Benteen appeared on the scene, there 
was nothing for him to do but join Renoo Heavy and continuous rifle fire 
to the northward made it apparent that Custer was engaged. Although he 
was not engaged at the time, Reno did nothingo At last, about five in 
the afternoon, he yielded to the urgent and repeated representations of 
the angry officers and, with some three hundred men, marched forth to 
join Custer. By vhis time the firing on the bluf'fs far ahead was prac­
tically overo The Indians came sweeping back in great forcecr There was 
nothing for Reno to do but retreat to the most defensive position he 
could rind. Custer and his little band needed no help now. The~ had 
been hopelessly outnumbered but had fought bravely and resolutely to the 
end, awaiting the help that never came. Not an officer or man of that 
ill-fated battalion lived to tell the story. On the 27th, Terry and Gib­
bon rescued Reno. 

It is conservatively estimated that some two thousand Indian war­
riors--Sioux and Cheyennes under the Chieftans Crazy Horse and Gall--were 
engaged that dayo Of' the regiment, 265 were killed and 52 wounded. The 
losses of the Indians were never ascertained. They did not, however, be­
gin to equal those of the soldiers. 
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DULL I\NIFJ~ B.A"i'TL.E (November 25, 1876) 

In the fall of 18?6 General Crook returned to ]'ort ]'ette1wen to or­
ganize a winter campaign. This e2rpedi tion \\r"d.S one of the best equipped 
that ever started on the Indian campaign. To follow its march to the Big 
Horn Range would reveal little of interest; but late in November it was 
learned, from a capt.ured Cheyenne, that the principal Cheyenne village 
wa:s located in a canyon through which flowed one of the main sources of 
Crazy Woman's Fork of the Powder River. Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie was 
ordered, with the Indian scouts and ten troops of cavalry from the Second, 
Fourth, and Fifth Regiments, to find and destroy the village. 

N.tackenzie and his men left the main encampment on the 23d of Novem­
ber. The scouts and friendly Indians--Pawnees, Crows, Shoshones, the 
hereditary enemies of the Cheyennes, including certain Cheyennes, who had 
entered the service of the u.s.--had located the camp in Willow Creek 
Canyon (a gloomy gorge in the Big Horn Mountains). Some o.f the Indians 
had kept the camp under observation while Mackenzie brought up his 
troops. He had 750 cavalrymen end 350 Indianso Halting at the mouth of 
the canyon, which he reached on the night of the 24th, he resolved to 
await the still hours before the break of day the next morning before de­
livering his attack. As the moon rose, the order to march was given. 
They could hear the sound of dancing and revelry as they struggled up the 
canyon. They learned afterward that the Cheyennes had just returned from 
a successful raid on the Shoshones. Mackenzie so times the march that 
day was breaking as they reached the village. The sleeping Indians had 
not the slightest suspicion that the enem,y was within a hundred miles. It 
was, indeed, a surprise attacko In a short time most of the pony herd was 
captured, and the village was in possession of Mackenzie. They (the 
Cheyennes) , though overwhelmed, were undismayed. Dull Knife, their leader, 
was found in the village dead. They were rallied by their subchiefs and 
came S\1/8.rming back along the side of the canyon. They occupied points of 
vantage. Unless theycould be dislodged, Mackenzie's position was unten­
able. His. Shoshone and other Indian scouts, animated by bitter hatred of 
the Cheyennes, were sent to the sunnnits of the cliffs to clear the Indians 
from them. Lieutenant John A. McKinney, with his troop, was directed to 
charge and drive the Indians from a rocky eminence, where they were con­
centrating and from which point they were pouring a hot fire upon the sol­
diers. McKinney's charge vra.s entirely successful, for he drove the Chey­
ennes back until he was stopped by a ravine. l'fueeling his men, he attempt­
ed to find a crossing, when he was fired upon py a flanking party of In­
dians and instantly killed. Six of his troopers were wounded. Confusion 
resulted. Mackenzie, observing the situation, innnediately ordered Captain 
John ].i. Hamil ton and. lvia.jor G. A. Gordon to charge to the rescue. This 
charge was gallantly made and stubbornly resisted. The fighting ~ias hand 
to hand, of the fiercest description. This detacbment might have been 
wiped out, had it not been for the Shoshones and other Indians, who, hav­
ing cleared the key po si ti on on the sm:nm.i t plateau of the canyon, came to 
the rescue of the sorely beset soldiers. Tt'lenty Cheyennes were killed 
here and several of the soldiers. The Cheyennes could not be entirely dis­
lodged from their position and kept up a fierce firing on the soldiers all 
day longG Mackenzie sent back word to Crook of his success, and meanwhile 
began the destruction of the vi~lage. 

The terrible cold of the night of the 25th made it impossible for the 
Indians to maintain their position. There was no fighting on the 26th. 
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The Cheyennes took up a strong position six miles farther up the canyon, 
from which Ma.ckenz~e could not dislodge them. On the 27th Mackenzie 
started on his return to th~ camp. Just after leaving the canyon, he 
was met by Crook, and the whole army returned to the encampment. 

The subsequent sufferings of the Indians was frightful.. They sought 
help from Crazy Horse, the Sioux Chieftan whom they had previously sup­
ported. Having little with which to support his own band during the win­
ter, he unwisely refused to receive the Cheyennes or to share anything 
with them. Exasperated beyond measure by their treatment by the Sioux, 
and swearing eternal vengeance upon Crazy Horse, the wretched bank strug­
gled into the nearest agency and surrendered, and in the following spring 
moved out with the soldiers agaj_nst Crazy Horse and his men. 

This battle, in some respects, was one of the most terrible in 
Western history. 

It was perhaps as great a contribution to the dovmfall of the Sioux 
as any other single incident that occurred. 
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(Excerpts .from the handbook ·of· Ame.rican Indians North of Mexico, 
Bu11e:ttin 30, Bureau of .American Ethnology, 1907-1910.) . 

***** 
.AHMEEKKWON - EN.INNEWUG. 

Ahmeekkwun ·-. eninnewug (Chippewa: Umi .. kuwi n1niwug, "beaver pe9ple".) A. 
tribe living, ~ccqrding to Tanner (Narrative, 316, 1830), among the Fall Indians, 
by which name he seems to mean the Atsina or, possibly, the .Amikwa. 

***** 

Allakawea.h (.A.1-la-ka-we-ah, "Paunch Indians"). The name applied b7 a tribe 
whi.ch Lew'-s and Clark (!I'rav., 25, Lond., 1807) located on Yellowstone and Bighorn 
river.$, Montana, with 800 warriors and 2,300 souls. This is exactly the. country 
occupied at the same time by the Crows, and although these latter are mentioned 
as distinct, it is probable that they were meant, or perhaps a Crow band, more 
parti~arly as the Orows are lmown to their cousins, the Hidatsa, as the '~people 
who refused the paunch." The name seems not to have reference to the· Gros 
Ventres. 

***** 

An important Plains tribe of the· great Algonquian.family closely as­
~ociated with the Cheyenne for at least a century past. They call themselves 
Inunaina, about equivalent to 11 our poople." The name by which they are. commoµJ.y 
known is of uncertain derivation, but it may possibly be, as Dunbar sugge~ts, 
from the Pawnee tirapihu or ~-a.rapihu, "trader." By the Sioux and Cheyenne they 
are called 11:Slue-sky men" or "Cloud men, 11 the reason for which is unknown. 

Jiccording to the tradition of the Arapaho they were once a sedentary, 
agricultural people, living far to the northeast of their more recent habitat, 
apparently about the Red River Valley of Borthern Minnesota. From thfs point · 
they moved southwest across the Missouri, apparently about. the same time that 
the Cheyenne moved out from Minnesota., although the date of the .foraation of. 
the permanent alliance between tho two tribes is uncertain. The At~!na, .after­
ward associated with the .Siksika, appear to have separated :fi:"om the i:arent tribe· 
a~d moved off inward the north after their emergence into the plains. The · 
division 'into Northern. and Southern Arapaho is largely geographic,. originat·ing· 
within the last -century, and ,ma.de pe~nent by the :placing of the .two bands on 
different reservations. The Northern Arapaho, in \Vyoming,.are considered the 
nu.cleus or mother tribe and retain the sacred tribal articles, viz, a tubular 
pipe, one ear of corn, and a turtle figurine, all of stone. 
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Since they crossed the Missouri the drift of the Arapaho, a.s of. the··· 
Cheyenne and Sioux, bas l?~~n vast· and south, the ~orthern · Arapaho making lodges· 
on the edge of the mountains ~bout the head of the No~th Platte, while. the 
Southern Arapaho continued down toward" the Arkansas. About the year 1840 they 
made peace with ·the Sioux,Kiowa, and Comanche, but were alw~ys at war with the 
Shoshoni, Ute, and Pawnee until they wer~ confined on reservations, while 
generally maintaining a friendly attitude toward the whites. By the treaty of 
Medicine'. ·Lodge in· 1867 the Southernti.rapaho, together with the :Southern Cheyenne\ 
were placed upon a reservation in:; Oklahoma, which was thrown open· to white 
settlement in 1892, the Indians at the Same time receiving allotments in severalty 
with the rights of .American citizenship•· The Northern k+t'apaho were assigned to 
thei~ present reservation on Wind River in Wyoming in 1876, after having made 
peace with their hereditary enem;l;es·;:,"the · ShoBa.orl.:;.;, living upon the same reserva­
tion. The Atsina division usually regarded as a distinct tribe, is associated 
with the Assiniboin on ~ort Belknap Reservatio~· in.Montana. They numbered, 
.res/:pectively,. 889, 859 and 535 in 1904, a total of a,283, as against ar.total of 
2,638 ten years earlier. 

A.s ~people, the Arapaho are brave, but kindly and accoWldating, and mp.ch 
given to 9eremonial obeervances. The annual sun dance is their greatest tribal 
ceremony, and they w~ro active propagators of the ghost dance religion ~ few 
years ago. In arts and home life, until w:llihin a few years past, they were a 
tJ1PiP?-l Pla.~p.s tribe. They. bury their dead in the ground, unlike the .. db.e~Emne 
and.Sioux, who deposit them upon scaffolds or on the su:rface of the ground in 
'boxe·s. · They have the military organization common to most of the Plains tribes, 
and:bave no trace .of the clan system • 

. Theymcognize among themselves five main divisions, ea~h' speaking a 
different dialect and apparently representing as many originally distinct but · 
cognate tribes, viz: 

(1) Nakasinena, J3a.achinena, or Northern Arapaho. Nakasine~a, "sagebrush 
men" is the name used by themselves. J3aachinena "redmllow men"(?), is the 
name. by which they .. were commonly known to the rest of the tribe. The Kiowa 
distinguished them as Tagyako, "sageprush people," a translation of their proper 
name. They keep the sacred tribal articles, and are considered the nucleus or 
mother tribe of the .Arapaho, .being indicated in the sign language, by the sign 
for, 11mother people. 11 

, (2) .. Nawunena, 11 southern men, 11 or Southern .Arapaho called Nawathineha, 
11 southerners," by the Morth~ Arapaho. The Kiowa know them as Ahayadal, the 
(plural) name given to the wild plum. The sign for them is made by rubbing the 
ind.ex finger ~gainst the side of tho nose • 

. , 

(~) Aafninena, Hitunena, A.tsina, or·Gros V,entres of the Prairie. The 
first,.iiame, said to mean "white clay people," is that by which they call them,.. 
selves.: ·mj·tunena, or Hi tunenina, "begging men, 11 "beggars," or more exactly 
Hspon:gers,.11 .is cthe name by which they are called by the other Arapaho. The 
same. idea 1fs intended to be conveyed by the tribal sign, which has commonly bee~ 
interpreted as "big bellies," whence the name. Gros Ventres appl~.ed t.o them. b~ 
the French ·Canadians. In this way· they: lla.ve ·been by some wr:i.ters confused vii th 
the Rida.tsa, ·:the Gro.s Ventres of .. the Missouri• 

.~· 
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(4) Ba.sawune1ia 11 wood;,_lodge people," or, possibly, 11big lodge people." 
These, according to tradition, ·were formerly a d*stinct tribe and at war with 
the Arapaho, but ~ve been·incorporated for·at least 150 years. Their dialect 
is said to bave differed .. ~considerably froin other Arapaho dialects. There 
are still ·:about 50 of this .lineage among the Northern Arapaho, and perba.ps a 
few with the other two main divisions. 

(5) Hanabawunena (•rock men 1--Kroeber) or .Aanunhawa. These, like the· 
Basawunena, lived with the Northern Arapaho, but are now practically extinct • 

. . 
The two main divisions, Northern and Southern, are subdivided into 

several local bands, as follows: (a) Forks of the River Men, (b) :Bad Pipes, 
and (c) Greasy Faces, among the Northern Arapaho; (d) Waquithi, bad faces, 
(~) ~qathine•na, pleasant men, (f) Gawur.u~~. Blackfeet, said to be of Siksilm. 
admixture; (g) Haqihana, wolves, (h) Sasabaithi, looking up, or looki.ng around, 
1. eo, watchers. . 

Consult Mooney, Ghost Dance Religion, ill 14th Report Bureau Amerfcan 
Ethnology II, 1896; Clark, Indian Sign Language, 1885; Hayden, Ethnology and 
Philology Missouri Valley, 1862; Kroeber, The Arapaho, Bulletln American 
Museum Natural History•· XVIII, 1900; Dorsey and Kroeber, Traditions of the · 
Arapaho, ·:Field Columbian ·Museum· Publications, Anthropology Series,· v, 1903; 
Dorsey, Arapaho Sun lhnce, ibid~~ ··Iv t · 1903. 

******* 
ARIKARA.~ 

Arikara (Skidi: ariki "horn", referring to the former custom of wearing 
the hair with two.pieces of bone standing up like horns on each side of the 
crest; ra, plural ending.) A tribe forming the northern group of the Caddoan 
linguistic family. In language they differ only dialectically from the Pawnee. 

Whe~ the .A.rika~a left the body of their kindred in the southwest they 
were· a.ss·~ciated ~_?.th the Sld.di, one of the tribes of the ;Pawnee confederacy. 
Tradition and history indicate that at some point in the broad :Missouri Valley· 
the Ski.di and Arikara. parted, the former settling on Loup River, Nebraska, the 
latter continuing northeast, building on the bluffs of the M issouri the villages 
of which. traces llave been noted nearly as far south as Oma.ha. In their ·nort~ 
ward mc;:>vement they encountered members of the Siouan family making their way 
westward, Wars ensue·d, with intervals of peace and even of alliance between the 
tr:ibes·. When the white race read16.d the· Missouri they found the region in-. 
habited by Siou.a.n tribos, who said that the old village sites had once been 
occupied by the A.rikara. In 1770 French traders established relations with the 
.A.rikB.ra, below the CheyenmRiver, on the Missouri. Lewis and Clark·met the tribe 
thirty-five ye~rs later, reduced in numbers and living in three villages between 
Grand and Cannonball rivers, Dakota. :By 1851 they had Jl\bvod up t·o the vicinity 
of .Hear~ 'River. It is not probable that 'this rapid rate· of movement obtained ,. 
during migrations prior to the settlement of the .Atlantic Coast by the English. 
The steaey' west\7ard press"Ure of the colonists, together with their :policy of 
fomenting intertribal wars, caused the continual displacement of many native 
communities, a condition that bore heavily on the semisedentary tribes, like the 
Arikara, who livod in villages and cultivated the soil. Almost continuous warfare 
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with.:ag~essiv~ tribes, togeth~r, with_ the ··ravages of ~llpox during. t.he ·latter 
half of· the eight~enth and..· the beginning of· tho nineteenth centuries, .. nearly 
exterminated some. of their villages. The weakened.survivor~ consolidated to 
form new, necessarily composite villages, so that much of their anc~ent or­
ganization was gre~tly modified or ceased to exist, It was during this period 
of stress that the .Arikara became close neighbors and, finally, allies of tho 
Mandan and Hidatsa.. 1 ·In,1804, when Lowis and Clark visited tho .A.rilmra, they 
wore disposed to be frien(ily.-to the United ~tates, bi;i.t, owing to intrigues inci ... 
dent to the rivalry betwoen trading comp~nies, which brought about suffering to the 
Indians, they became hostilo •. ·In 1823 the Arikara attacked an .American trader's 
boat~,killing 13 men a;q.d wounding others. This led to a co~lict w.ith the 
United States, but peace was. finally concluded. In consequence of th<?se troubles 
and the failure of crops f9r tw.Q succ~ssive years the tribe ab~n~oned ~heJ..r · 
villages on the Missouri and joined the Slddi on Loup River, Nebraska,. where they 
·remained for two years; but the anµnosity which the .A.rikara disp~ayed t9war~ t~e 
white race.made them dangerous and unwelcome neighbors, so that they were re­
quested to go back to the Misso-µ;r:-i. They did so, and ther~ they have Femai~ed 
ever since. Vnder .their firs~ treaty, in 1825, they acknowledged the supre~9y 
of ~he Nationa:L Gover:pmen~ .over the land and the people, agreed to trad~ oni;y:·. 
with .American cit~~ens, wl).ose ··life and property they were pledged to protec~•. : 
and te refer all difficulties for final settlement to the United· States. After 

· t·he close of the Mexican war a co~ission was sent by the Government. to define.· 
the territories claimed. by ·the tribes· living north of Mexico, between the M·is.soilri 
and the Rocky Mountains. In the treaty made at Fort Laramie, in 18511 with the 
Arikara, Mandan, and Hidatsa, the land claimed by these tribes is described as 
lying west of the Missouri, from Hea~t .River, North Dakota, to the Yellowstone, 
and up the latter, to the mouth of Powder River, Montan:a;~ thence southeas~ to the 
hea~waters of the µittle Missouri in Wyoming, .and skirting the Black Hills to the 
head of Heart River and down that stream to i'ts jumction with the: Missouri. J. 

Owi~g to the non,...rai;;ificati.on of this t·reaty, the. lanq.ed rights of the Arikara."~ 
r~ined unse.tt+ed until 1880, when, by exe OJ.tive order,~ tne.ir present r~serv~.tion 
was set. apart; this includes the trading post, established in ·1a45, and· named:· · 
for Bartholomew Berthold, a Tyro le se, one of the founders of the . .Am.erica.n. Jru.r 
CompfiLny •. The .Arikara, Mandan, and Hidatsa together .share this land, and: are .. 
f~eque·ntly spok~n of, from the name .of their reserv:a:tion, as Fort Berthold . .. . . 
Iri.d~ans. In accordance with the act of ~ebruary 8~ ·1887, the .A.ri)m.;9a received: .. 
allotments of land. in seve:balty, and,· on a:pproval of the allotments by .the ... 
Secretary .of the. In:terior, July 10, 1900~ they. bec;ame citizens of the Uni ta·~ ... 
States and subject. -to the laws of North ID.kota. .A.n. industrial· boarding .school : 
and three day schools are p:iaint~ined by the Government on Fort Beiib.old Reseiv~. 
tion.. A mission boarding -~c:P,ool and a church ~re supported by the d~p@:-e;gatfonal 
Board of Missions. In 1804 Lewis and Clark gave the population. of the ,Arikara 
a~.?,600, of whottn. more than 600 were w~;r-riors. In 187l.,the tri?e numbered.1,.650; 
by .1888 they were r~duced to 5p0, and ~he census of 1904: gives. the poI>UJ;ation as 
380, As far back.as their traditions go the Arikara have cultivated the soil, 
·i~p~nding .for thei~r staple food on ~ro~s of ,corn, b:ans, sqi:ia:sh~s, and . " 
:pumpkins. , In the ... sign language the Ar.1kara are desi~ted as "corn eaters,· the 
mpvement qf the hand simulating the act of gnawing the kernels of corn ~ram the. 
cob •. They.~reserved the seed.of. a pecUliar.kind of sma~l-eared corn, said to be 

• • •••• , I. 
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very nutritious and much.liked• lt is also said that the seed ·corn was.kept tied 
in a skin and hung up in the lodge near the fireplace, and when ·the time for · 
planting came only those k0rneis showing signs of genni~tion were used. .~e '. .. 
Al'iljara bartered corn wiih the Cheyenne and other tribes ~o~ buffalo robes, ~kins, 
and meat, and exchanged these with the trade~s for cloth, cooldng utensils, guns, 
etc. Eariy dealings with the traders were carried on by the wo~en. The Ari~ra 
~unted the buffalo in winter, returni~g to the village in the early spring, 
where they spent the time before planting in dressing the pelts. Their fish supply 
was o1>tained by means of basket traps. They were exp~rt swinnners, and ventured 
to capture buffaloes that were disabled in the water as the herd was crossing tihe 
river. Their wood supply was o1>tained from the river; ~hen the ice broke up in 
the spring the Indians leaped on the cakes, attached cords to the trees that were 
whirling down the rapid current, and hauled .them ashore. Men, womon, and the 
older children engaged in this exciting work, and although they· sometimes fell 
and were swept downstream, their dexterity and courage generally prevented serious 
acci~nt. !pheir boats were made of a singie buffalo skin stretched hair side in, 
over a frame of willows bent round like a basket and tied to a hoop 3 or 4 feet 
in diameter. The boa~ could easily be transported by a woman and, according to 
Hayden, 11 would ca:rry three men acros.s the Missouri with tolerable safety." Before 
the coming of · .. .; traders the A.rika;-a made their cooking utensils of pottery; mortam 
for pounding. corn were made with much labor from stone; hoes were fashioned f:ttom 
the shoulder-blades of the bu£faio and the elk; spoons were shaped from the horns 
of the bi:iffalo and the mountain sheep; brooms and brush~s were made of stiff, 
coarse lµ'ass; knives were chipped from flint, and spears and arrowheads from horn 
and flint; for splitting wood, wedges of horn were used. Whistles were consCructed 
to :linitate the bleat of the antelope or the call of the elk, and served as decoys; 
popguns and other toys were contrived f o~ the children, and flageolets for. the 
amxusement of young men. Garments were embroidered with dyed porcupine quills; 
dentalium shells from the Pacific were prized as ornaments. Matthews and others 
mention tho·.skill of the Arikara in melting glass and pouring it into moulds to· 
form ornaments; they disposed of the highly colored beads furnished by the traders 
in this manner. They have pre.served in their basketry a weave that has been 
identified with one practised by former tribes in Louisiana...-a probable survival 
of the method learned when wlth·::their..-kd.ndred in the far southwest. The .A.rilm.ra 
were equally t~nacious of their language, although next-door neighbors of Siouan 
tr_ibes for more tllan a century, living on terms of intimacy and intermarrying to 
a great extent. Matthews says that almost every member of each tribe understands 
the language of the other tribes, yet speaks his own most fluently, hence it is 
not uncommon to hear a dialogue carried on in two tongues. Until recently the 
Arikara adhered to their ancient form of dwellings, erecting, at the cost of great 
labor, ~rth lodges that were generally grouped about an open space in the center 
of the village, often quite close together, and usually occupied by two or three 
families. llRch village generally contained a lodge of ·Un.usual size in whic~ 
ceremonies, dances, and other festivities took place. The religious ceremo~ies, 
in which' each sub-tribe or village badits special· part, bound the people to~ 
gether· by common beliefs, traditions, . teachings, and supplications that centered 
around the desire for long life, foodt·and safety. In 1835 Maximilian of Wied 
noticed that the hunters did not load on their horses the meat obtained by· the 
chase,- but carried n on their heads and backs, often so transporting it. from a 
~reat distance. The man .·who could carr.y the heaviest burden SOll;\etimcs gave his 
~eat.to t~9,poor, in deference to their traditional teaching tha~ 'the L<?r~ of 
life tol~ the .Ariiara·:·tbat' .. if· tliey- gave to the· poor in this mallll~r,. and· 1aid . 
burdens on themselves, they would be snccessful in all their unde·rta.kings. u. In · 
tbe series of rites which began in the early spring when the thunder first· soundEd 
corn held a prominent place. The ear was used as an emblem and was addressed as 
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''M9ther.". Some of these ceremonial ea.rs of corn had been preserved for genera­
tions. a.nd ~ere trea.siired. wi tli reverent ea.re. Offerings were ma.de, ri tU?-1 s sung, 
and ~easts.held when the.~erellioni~s took place. Rites were obser?ed w~en the maiz~ 
~~-pl~nted, at certain''stagea of· its growth, and when it was ha.Tvested. Cere­
mo~ially ass9ciated with ma.ize were other sacred object~, which were lr...ept in a . 
·special c~se or. ~ine. Among these were the skins of. certaimlm.rds of cosmic 
s'ignifica.nce,. -al$Q seven gourd rattles that JDArked the movements of. the seasons. 
E~ab~r~te.:ri~ua.ls and. ceremon~es. attended the opening of thit · shrine and the 
exhibition~ of its. contents, which ·were symbo.lic of the- forces ~hat. make and keep 
all thing.s. ali v~ and fru.i tful. Aside from these ceremonies there were 9ther quasi­
religiou~_ ga.therings in which feats of jugglery were perfonned, for. thi.Arika~a, 

. lib th.e~r ki~dr~d the :Pawnee, were noted for thir skill in legerdemain. Tho dea.d 
·wore ;p~aced in ~ sittl,.ng posture, wrapped in skins and buried in· moUn.d grave~. 
The pr.operty, except. such personal belongings as were interred with the body, was 
distribu~ed among the kindred, the faniily'.tracing descent through the mother. A 
coll~ction.of ~rikara. traditions, ·by G. A. Dorsey. has been published by the 
·.Ca,.rn~gie. Instituti9n ·(1903). . · .\ "·' . 

r • • •. ~ 

I • rl 

The ~ikara.were a looely ~r~nized confoderacy of sub-tribes, each.of 
·which had its: ~epa.rate village and distinctive name. Few of these names nave been 
p~eserved. :Lewis and Clark (Exped., I, 9?, 1814) mention Lahoocat,.a Village oc­
c'*1>ied in 1797, bu.t. a.'Qandoned about 1800. How many sub-tribes were. included in 
the confederacy can not now ·be determined. Lewis and Clark _speak of .the ~ikara 
as the remnant .o~ 10 powe~fu.l Pawnee ~ribes, li"li>ing in 1804 in three vi~lages. 
2he inroads of disease· and war have so reduced the tribe that little now remains 
of their forme~ divisions. The following names were noted during .the m~ddle of 
the la.st. century~ ., Hachepiriinu (young dogs), Hie. (band of Cree), Hosukba-µnu 
( fooli~h· dogs)• . HosU.kbaunultarorihu: (li t·t1e fooli·sh. dogs), Sukhu.tit (bla<?kmouths), 
~ (batid o~ c~ows), Okos (band of bulls),. Paushuk (band of cut-throats). Some 
o'! .. these may refer. to military and other societies; others seem to be nicknames, as 
UQu.t~throa t~. 1t ... 

. .J\SSlNIBOIN 
• -· ..t • • •• : • 

. Assiniboin ( Chippe'!fa: u.' sini ri stone", u' :pwawa "he cooks by roasting:. one who 
cooks"by the use of stones". - W.J.) •. A. large Siouan tribe, originally constituting 
a part of the Yanktonai. Their separation from the parent stem, to judge by the 
slight dialectal difference in the.la.n'e;uage, could not have greatly prece~ed the 
appM.rance of the whites, but it mU.~t have takeh place before 1640, as the .Jesuit 
Ro:l~tion for that year mentions the Assiniboin as distinct. The Relation of 1658 
places them in the vicinity of ~.k:e Alimib0g, betweon Lake Superior and Hudson 
Bay. On Jefferys' Ilk.~p of 1762 this ~,:Ue i[; applied to Lake Nipigon, a~d on De. 
I 1.I.sl.es• s map of 1703 to Rainy Lake. .From a tradition found in the widely 
scattered bodies of the tribe and heard by the first Europeans who visited the 
Dakota·, the ..A.ssiniboin appear to have separated from their ancestral stem, while the 
latter resided somc~~ere in the region about the headwaters of the Mississippi, 
~hence they moved northward ~nd jo~ned the Cree. It is probabl~ that they 
first'. settled a.bout Laite of the Woods, then drifted northwestward to the regic;>n 
a.bout ·Lcik:e Winnipeg, whore they wer.e living as early as 1670, and wore thus located 
.on ~o~tp,n~ s .~P ··0(1691. C~uvignerio (1736) place them in the same region. Dobbs 
(Hud~Q~ ~8\Y'~ 1744) locatQd ono .division of the Asdniboin .some di'stance northwest 
of. Lake W,iru1ip.eg ai1d the other inimediatoly west of .an unidentified lake placed 
~no.r.th- of :Lake .Winnipeg,~ The.so .div_ision·s. he· ·aistin~shes as A.ss~ni~~i.n of the 
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Me~~OY'f? ... a~4 ~~6i.~n~.pi:n· ?f ~h~,:Vl_o~.ds •.. I~ 17::7.£1;~~n:rY.· f,9~~·::th.e::~tr,ip~ .scaj;~§!p,.~d ':f .. 
.. ,,. along Sas~tqhe~an .. a;nd .Assiniboine:.-rivers,: fr.om. the .. f©l!flSt.:.limiJ well;up.!tq :.the. 

, ; . .' ...: ·~ ' , ' , , l , I • I'-• ,.,,,,..,.,: t -• • , , , , 1 • ' • ; , ~ • • , I , • '• • " , ., • • f ' , • l · _ • • 1 I •- ' • ., , • ',, _ • -• ; • · 0 .,,. • a•· •, 

h~ad~aters .. of .the~ormer,. and this _re_t$i,Orl:r .. b~~~e~n .t~~:·Si9µx OJ.:i:.:~P.e ·:Soµ~h.:.~l}<;l .~b.-e 
Siksika o~ ... ~11:~. west, w~s ,~he cquntry .over._,".VhiqP,, t;hey\:c~~~inued: to r~ngo unt.i_l:. '.1.' 

gathered ori .. rci_~~rv,a~i?1is. ·lI~yde~ (~thnologr:. and -l'hilology, )Aissouri .. Va,lley~ ·; ,, .. 
1862) limi,t.s· ~;tiei:r range at .that tiine_as fo~l~ws: .,-"The Nqr.thern'.jl~.sinibo~n~,,. -. .. · ... 
roam .over ·.the,;country f.rom the western banks of ;the Saskatchew:an. and A~siri.iboin: .. : · 
river

1
s i_µ :~. we.s.t·ern direction to .th~ Woody .M~ta~n~,: no;rth :~d .w.~·st .among~t ·--. 

some o~ tl\e .. small ou,tliers of the Rocky .Mountains east of the Missouri,: .~P.d~qn 
the hanks RI the. Szric!.ll lakes :(requentiy me.t. with .on the plains in ·that ~istrj;c~!. 
They consi'sf of 250 or 300 lo.dges. The. remainder. of the. tribe, now [1856]' 
reO.Uc_ed to• 250 lodges, occupy· the district defined as follow:~: .CC>nµnencing .at . 
the moµ.th of the. White Eartp. .River on 'the east c;tending ... up.- that.,.river, tq. and as ·· 
far bey<ind 'its source as the Grand Couiee and tl-1e hea.d of La Rivi ere a'\L"t Souris, 
thence no_rthwes_t., along the Co.tea~ .dE; Prairie, or .divide.,· ap::.far as the. b.og~nning 
of the Cypress Mountains, on the ,·north fork of Milk :River, down t.~t river to. 
its junction with the .Mi ss.ou.ri, .. thence ~down the Missouri to \Vhi te Ear.th River, 
the.starting point. Unti.~ the ypa~; ~838 the.:trj.be._st:i).l nwnbered fr~ml,QOO to 
1,200 lodges, trading on the .Missouri, when the smallpox reduced them to less 
than 400 l,o,dges. They were also surrounded by large and hostile tr~bes .:Wh9. 
continuaily made w~ :U,p9i:i. them, and in this way their .number; was diminishe.d, 
thoo,.gh .at;< .. the. ~res.en t ~im~· .tji.ey ·~re; ~:to~lY. on ·the _increase~" 

'::·. 

Fr.oni'.'"the .-~ime they s~~par~ted f~om. t~o pax.eint. ~s~e~ and joined the Cre-e · .. 
until: )~aught :unde;r.-''co.n.trol ·of the wli,i tes, they w~re almost .constantly at ~war ' 
with, ,the '.~a:k6t.a.. : ·As. they :have l:i. yed si,nce the appearance o~ the whi t_es, i.n _,the 
nortp.we~~: ~lnios~ wh~l~.Y ~n the .Plains,· wi thoµ.t permanent villag.es, moving· fr.om. 
plac,e to/ place in search of food, t_heir his:tory. has been .one of c·onflic.t. with . :1 

surr'dunding tribes. · ,. · · . 

Physically the Assiniboin do not differ materially from the other Sioux .. 
The men dross their hair in various forms; it is seldom cut, but as it grows is 
twisted into small locks or tails, and,.frequently false hair is added to lengthen 
the twist. It sometimes reacned the ground, m.,_t is generally wound in a coil on 
top of· t}le head.. Their drens, tents, .and custor:is generally ;are similar: to .. those 
of the, -~l(;L:L'p.s ·9ree,. but they :obs.erve mo~e .decorum· in crunp .and a.re mo~e cl;.!3~J;J.~Y• 
and their hospitality is not.eel by m.ost traders who hay-e. visited th:em.: ~olygamy,,!. 
is co~9n. .,~le ~he ~falo aboum;l..ed, their pI~incipal ·occu:pat~on '.consis.t~d :j.n 
making !f>.erpmica.n, which they barter~d ,tq <tl;le. whi tos _for liquor,. tob~cco, ·p.<;>wder '· 
~~:,_ls,-,_ .~ives, etc. Dogs. are said -t.-o ·~ye been sacrific·ed to .their dei.ties. : · 

1 .4Y~ord~ng ~01 .Alexander .Henry if de~th happened in winter at a distance frqpi the .. · 
·bur~~~- jgi:o:und .. of .t.he family, the body was carr,ied along._during their jour~ey;i:ng·1. 
anc\ ·P~~.q_e_d. o,n a sc.aff old, out of reach. q_f.. dogs and beasts of .prey, ·at the~:r. :_ · 
stopp.~ng .. p:Lace~·,-:·.Arrived .. ~t _the .. bu.r,ial 1>lac~, tb:e corpse was dep.osited i~. a. 
sitting posture in a circular grave about 5 feet deep, lined with .ba.rk o:i;-: s~ins; 
it was then covered with bark, over which logs were placed, and these in turn 
were covered with earth. 

The names of their bands or di·dsJo-p;s,, .as given by different writers' 
vary considerably, owing to the loose org~nization and wandering habit of the 
tribe. :~~Vfi~ :¥'1: .Clar~. ~~~,ion as ._d~ vi~ic.>:n.~. _in 1805: (.l}.; ~Jenatopa (_Otao:p,~bi.ne 
_pf.)~~,~~~JJ~n):,._ .Gen~ .:Q.~ .. l~ill~~. {fgJ.'i ;f~li:¢s,] . .( Its_che-~bin~) ... l!ig .. _;D~y5.1$. · ~·.: :: : ·i ":-. -

(Wa.t'"opachnato), O'seegah, and another .the name of which is not stated. The 

7 



Reproduced trom ~he Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives· 

. =-: ;, ·~ .. ; .. 
. ____ .... __ ..;. ---- - -·-·· -· 

'73361 

whole1:pebple were '-dividea::i:tito the· :northern ·and southern ~nd into the fbrest. and 
prairieJoorids. ··MBJariilian, (Trav. ,·, 194~· 1843) names their gent es as follows: 
(11 Itscheabine· (gens de.s: 'filles); (2) Jatoilabine, (.gens des roches); {3) Oto-
pachgtia.to (gens ·au large); (4) Otaopabine .(ge~s des. ~ota~); (5) Tscba.ntoga . 
(gens· des ~clis); ( 6) · ·Watopachna·to (gens de' i •age); . (.7) Tariintauei (gens· des· . · ·. 
osayesh-~(·0)-' ChB.biri (gens· des montagri.es). A band mentioned by Hayden (op. cit., 
387);~-·:th~·~~nishinakato,··~s 'not been identified. w~th any ~ed by Maximil'ian. 
Henry·: (·Journal II, 522-523~ 1897) enumerated 11 bands. in 1_808, of which. the .. R~d 
River,.:·Ba:bbit, · Eagl.e. Hills·,' Saskatchewan, .Foot, and Swampy Ground Ass:Lnil:ioin, 
and-:iTho?~wh9-have-wa·te.r..:.;:for~themselves-only can ·not be positively·_ id~ntified. 
This last·may be:)Ia.yden•s Minishinalm.to. Other divisions mentioned chie·fly. . 
geographical are: Assiniboin of the Meadows, Turtle Mountain Sioux, Wawaseeasson, 
_and . .Assabaoch ( ?) •. The· only 'Jtssiniboin village mentioned in print fs Pasquayah. 

:,. ; .i .. ·~o-rt'er· -(i829) estimated: ·the Assiniboin ·po~lati;on. at 8,0'00; Drake· at ' . 
10, 000 be"fore the smallpox epidemic of 1836, during whf~ 4, 000 of them perished •. 
Gal~atin:;(lB36): placed the ·number at s,ooo; the.-:Unite'a :Sta:tes:tn.ci'ian Report of 
1843, at~ :7 ,ooo •. In 1890 ·they· numbered 3,008;· ~n .1904, 2,909 •. ; ·. 

ThE{ Assin.iboin now (1904) ·living in the United· States are in Montana~ ·· 
699 1inder·Fort Belknap agency and 535 under Fort Peck .agency; ·total 1,234. In 
Canada there were in 1902 the ·Mosquito and ·Bears Heads' ·.~rid Lean Manis bands at. 
Battleford agency, 78;.: Josephs band. of 147, Paull s of 147,· and 5 orphans at 
lrdmonton agency; Carry ... the-Kettle :band 1lllder · ~ssiniboiri agency, 210; Pheasant 
Rumpr··s '··b~nd~-. origi!)B.lly 69, and Ocean Man's~' ·68. in number, at Moose Mo1llltain; 
and ;·t~ ban~s on Stony Reservation, Alberta, 661, total 1,371. (See Powell. i~ 
7th ·1Report Bureau of American Ethnology, 111, 1891; McGe~ 1 . Siouan Indians, 15th 
Report ·Bureau of American Ethnology, 157, 1897; Dorsey, .Siouan Sociology,.ibid., 
213; Hayden, Ethnology and Philology Missouri Valley, 1862.) 

·**** . 
. l .AT SINA. 

. -~'! • • •• i 

: <.At s~na (Blackfoot: at-se-na, sa.i~ to mean n gUt people. "--Gri~ell.J0:£, .. 
.Aa.n~nena;: ·under .Arapaho). .A detached branch 0£ the .Arapaho, at one t?me- as­
soc'.:t:at\e.d-wtth· the Blackfeet,· but now with the Assiniboin under Fort ·Belknap 
age~c~; Montana, where iri 1904 they numbered 535, steadily decreasing. They 
ea;1Jie'c1'~·themselves Aaninena, said to mean ·11white clay people,"· but are 'known. "C 

to t?e other Arapaho as Hitunena, 11 beggars, 11 or "!lpongers, 11 .whence the tribal sign, 
colilnionly' but· :'incorrectly rendered "belly people ,.11 or "big ·bellies, 11 the Gros· Ventres 
of'\tlie~;;~"eii6h Canadians and now tbir po~ar name. The ·Atsina are not prominent 
in hista.ry·~· and ·in most respects are -regarded; by. the Arapaho ·proper as inferior·· 
to. them~~' 'They "have been constantly cbnfused->with the Hidatsa or Gros· Ventres 
of!(, iffi.ef!M:ts soilri ". · .. . . 

**** ······· . ..... 
. \ •. 

CAST-¥£IANA. ,. 
.. . . . . : .... ~ . 

· '.-;: .. ;,A,fhunting tri'.be o·f'· 5,ooo :;souls ;in: 500 ·lodges, mentioned by Ola~k·as· a .. 
S$.k:e ba,nd~1.iand;:iby;•·L~w1s· and .Clark.also as ·speaking tlie Minitari (Atsina)"'language, 

• I ·)~ ~ ·~.- ~ ~· • .'· ... , • 'i ' .: '. •• I·:·, ' • I; I . I 1.1: '. ,· : '• .. . . • ,' . ' ~;. ~ .: .. . ' 1" 

...... · .. ..,. . ·. ~ ~ . ;.. .. , ... 
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They iived· oh:·-~ellowstone.·El.nd ·Loup· rivers,- ·and :t-oamed~aliSO· cin the Bighorn. 
-· . Called al:°Eio ~ns des ·Vache,:.· ·a: name given .. to ·the :Arapaho, with whom they are 

seemingly· °'identical. ·. · · · 
.· 

·CHEYENNE~ 

: ·Cheyenne· ·(from the ·Sioux name Shahi•-ye~, Shai-ena, or (Teton) shai-ela·; :; · . 
"pe·ople of. al_ien ·speech, 11· from Sha:liia, .ll"fo speak ~ ~trrange language"). .An import~nt 
Piains tribe of the great· A.lgonquian·faiiiUy. °"They call themselves Dzi•tsii·t etas, . 
aj_)parently nearly ·eq-tj.ivaient to 11p·aopie ,alike, 11 i.e., "our people, 11 ~om itsistau, 
11alike11 • or 1'likethis11 (anilnate); '(ehista., -11 he is from, or of, the same kind -

1 P.etif.er); "by a slight change. o+ acoe.nt it might also· mean "gashed ones," froni .;ehistai, 
1~he. is ~gashed" ~(Petter), or- possible "tall p·eople. 11 Th~ tribal form as here given 
is· in· the· third p·orson·plural. The popuiar name has .no connection with the .·French 
·chien 1.1dog·," as bas sometimes erroreou.sly -been supposed. In the sign ~language :they 
are ind:icated by a gestilre which bas often been interpreted to mean "cut armsn or 
11 cu.t ·finge;rs11-being·made by ·a.rawing the right index finger several· times rapidly 
across the· left..:.:.'but which appears really to indicate "striped arrows, 11 by ·which 
name t~~y are knO\Vn to .the Hid.a.tea, Shoshoni,- Gomanche, Caddo, .and :probably other 
tribe~, ·in allusion to· thir old-t·ime · pref~.rence for· ··tu.rke·f :feathers for w:Lnging 
arrows.· · 

The.earliest·authenticated habitat of ~he Clieyenne; before the year 1700,. 
seems to have been ~t ~t: of Minnesota bounded roughly by the Mississippi, 
Minnesota, and upper Red rivers. The Sioilx, living at· :tha.t .. period more iill'-o 
·mediately on the M1ssissippi, ·to the east and southeast,. came in contact with the 
F~ench: ·a.~ ·early a~-.1667 1 but ··the Ch~yerme asre first mentioned in 1680 under the 
~e of Chaa, when a par-tvrof that tribe, ~ascribed.as living on the hea'd of the 
great river, _·i~ ·a·... the· Mississippi, vis.ited La' SalleJ s fort ·on· Illinois River: to 
invite the French to come to fueir country~ which they 'l'epre-sented as abounding. 
in beaver and :'other •f"li.r animals.· ~e veteran ·Sioux missionary, .Williamson, says 
_that. accordingly to concurren~· and reliable Sioux tra.di tion the .Cheyenne ,:preceded 
the 'SioU.X in the occupancy ··of :the ·upper Mississippd. ·region, .and were 'found by 
the.m alread;r establi·Shed on the Minnesota. •. At -.a later ·period they moved ov.er to 
the ·Cheyenne bra:g._ph of" Red River; North nikota, which th:u.s acquired. its name, 
being known to the Sioux as ttthe place where the Cheyenne .plant, n showing tba.t 
the latter we~e .. still an agricultural people. (Williamson) •. · -.This westward move­
ment was due to pressure from the ·Sioux who we~e 'themselves· retiring before the 
Cb:iP:P~wa, then·a~ready in :possession of guns from the es.st. Driven out by the 
S:1aux, the Cl,l.eyenne .moved west.- touarcfMissouri. River, where their .further -progress 
was opposed by the Sutaio-:.the Stai tan of Lewis· and. Olarkr-a people speaking a· 
closely cognate dialect, who had :preceded them to the west and·were then:ap­
parently living bptween the river and the Black Rills. After a period of 
h6stility t:t:ie two tribe~ ma.de an alliance, some time after which the Cheyenne 
crpssed the Missouri 'below·. the entrance of the Cannonball; and· later toGJk refuge 
in t~·:BlackHi1ls about the heads of Cheyenne:River of South Dakota, where ~wis 
~d 'Clark found them in: 1804, since which time their- drift was constantly west 
and ·soil.th 'Until· confined to reservations... Up to the time of Lewis and Clark 

"'they· _carried on desultory war with the Mandan and Hidatsa,. who probably helped 
.,. . l . . . . . 

. ;- ~Q .. drive: them from the· ~issouri River,. 8r4ey seem, however, to have kept on go~d 
't~:rm·~~ .. wi.th ·the .A.rikara •. Accor.ding to :the±.r own story, the. Cheyenne, while living 

~ , in l4inne;sota and on Mis$ourt River, ·occupied fixed villages, practised agricul-
~ · :.: t'tjr~~. a:riO. ... ~de. pottery,. but lo st'. t.hese art's on b~ing . driven out ·into· the. plains 
. I to qe'come roving buf£a1o'.hunte:rs •.. On th~ "Miss'oilri, and perhaps al~o farther 
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ea.st,=: .. they occupied earth-cov.ered .log houses. Grinnell states that some ·Cheye~e 
bad cmitivated fields :·on .. Little lhssouri River as late as 1850.. This·.was probably 
a recent settlement, as they are not mentioned in that locality by Lewis and 
Clark. At least one man among them still understandsthe art of malting beads and 
figurines from pounded glass, as fornier+y practised by the Mand.an. l~·a sacred 
tradition recited only by the priestly ~aper, they still tell how they'~ost the 
corl\!' .after leaving the eastern· country. One ·of the,·starting points in this 
tr~dition is a great fall, appa.r~ntly· St. Anthonyt s. falls on the Missi~sippi, and 

.a. s:tream loiown as the ''river of t:urtles, 11 which may .be the Turtle River. tributary 
of Red River, or· possibly the st·. Croix, entering .. the Mississippi below the mouth 
of ,the Minnesota, .and anciently known ~y a. si!nilar name. Consult for early 
habitat and migrations: Carver, ·Travels. 1796; Clark, Indian Sign Language, 1885; 
.Comfort :bn Smit~sonian Report for 187i;. La .Salle in Margry, Decouvertes, II, 1?77; 
Lewis· and Clark,· Travels I, ed. 184Z; Mooney in 14th Report· :Suroau of .American 
Ethµology, 1896; Williamson in Minnesota· Historical Society Collection, I, 1872. 

· .. Although the alliance between the Sutaio and the Cheyenne d.a te s frqm t:P.e 
cro,s·sing of the Missouri by the latter, the actual incorporation of t~e. . . 
Sutaio into the Cheyenne camp circle probably occurred within the last hundred 
years, a·s the. two tribes were regarded· as distinct.- by· .Lewis and Clark. Ther~ ·is 

no good reason for supposing the Sutaio to have been a de~ac~ed band of Siksika 
drifted down directly from the north, as has been suggested- as the Cheyenne 
e:x:prftssly·. state "!ihat the Sutaio spoke 1a Cheyel'Ule la~guage, n i .. · e., ~ dialect 
faiftY intelligible to the Cheyenne, and that the~ lived southwest of.the.original 
O~eyenne. country. The linguistic researches .of Rev. Rudolph ·Petter, our best 
·ai.ithor-i ty on t~e Cheyenne •language, confirm the statement that ·the difference ·was 
only dialectict which probably helps to account fqr. the complete assimila~ion of 
the: two tribes. The Cheyenne. ·say also tha.t they obtained. the sun danc0,. an·d the 
buffalo-head medicine from·t~e Sutaio, but claim the .medicine-arrow ceremony as 
their. own from the beginning• ··Up to 1835, and probp.bly._-µ.ntil reduced by the 
cholera of 1849, the Sutaio.retained their distinct dialect, dress, and cere­
hio:11ies, and .camped apart from the Cheyenne. . In 1851 they .. wer~ still t~ some 
extent a distinct people,.· but. exist now only as .one. of· the .component divisions 0£ 
the·: ( S()uthern) Ohey.enne tribe9. '. in no respect differen..t : .. froni:. the .o~hers •. : Und~r 
the.,nanie Staitan (a con~raction of Sutai-hitan, pl. Sutai-h~t~io, "S:Utai men") 
they ·are. mentioned by,·Lewis and Olark in 1804 as .a· small _and· s~vage tribe roving 
west. of: the :Slack Hills •. :There: is some doubt as to· when or where the Cheyenne 
f:irst :met ,the Arapaho, with. whom they have long bee~ confederat.ed; ne.ither do. . . 

. they appear. to have any· clear idea as to tho date of the: alliance between the two 
: .·tr.ibes, which continues unbroken to the present· day •. Their connection with the 

Arapaho. is a simple.· alliance, without assimilation, while the Su.taio have been 
incorporated bodily• . . 

'. 

Their· modern.hi·stort ~Y be said ~o beg;i.n with the ~.xpedition of Lewis ~~d 
.oiark: in 1804. Constantly. ;pressed. farthe.r int.o the. plains by tl;l~ ho stile. Si~ 
'in ~heir rear they established themselves. next on the upper branches of the Platte, 
driving the :Kiowa in the'-r turn farther .to the. south.·· They made ·thei.r first 
treaty with the: Government in 1825 at the mouth of the Teton (:Bad) River, on .the 
Missoux.i, .aboo.t the·: :present Pierre, :;.South Dakota. In. consequence. of the. build,.ing 
;of ~~nt ls. Jrort .on the. upper: .A.rlm.nsas, ,in Colorado, in 1832r a )arge part . 0.f~tliha. , . 
·tri~e ·.t;leci

1
de:d ~o .moy_e dow~ a:t;id:)na.~ ~~~~~-~t: peadq~:rj~.ers .. on~.'hhe.·-4.rkansa:g;~--whiie. ··:: 

the rest cont-inued to rove· about '.the ,headwaters· of North Flat ta and Y,ellowstone 
r~y~~~:.·:. $ti~· .se:p_ar~t.~·o,D; .~as.~~~· l?.,~~nent· by th~ .. tre~ty of Fort .~amie in' 1851, 
the two. ·s~ct;o.ris b'e·:iJ:_lg ~<?'\!! }mo~~ :;~:e,spe~ctivel-y, · a.s .S~u.t·her11 and ·Northern Cheyenne, . . . : . . . ' ' . '. . ' ' ' ~ 
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~1i;:<~h~ gi·stin~tion ·.1:$~:: pure~y~ gepg;-~phic, altl;i.9:t;tgh -it .·:has'·, servod·.-·to::·bas.teni :the;:·· 
· ::cl~~.t:~ctj.on,·oLtheir,;·former compaqt· tribal o.rganizat·ion~ .Th.o:::Southern<Cheyenno:~· 

·ar,e:.lmown.dn·:the tribe: as Sowonia, .. 11 south~rner.s,.1~': whil:e the Northern· .. ChQ;¥"!e1men:are 
,c·o~pnly Q.esigna.ted a;s ... O.lmi·' s.~s· "eater.s,.11:·· from·: .. the.·division·most· :numer~ouslU· ···r~'.'., 
presented.;among. them. Their advent upon. the Arkansas:.brought:: them .into· constant 
collision.· .. with the Kiowa, who, with the Comanche, c.laimed.the.territory· to: tho·:~·· 
soU.thward• The .old men of" both tribes te11· of numerous cncounters'·during ·the'::.:.: 
nerl.; few y~ars, chiet. among these being a.-ba.ttlc on an upi:>cr branch of Red ·River 
in 1837, in wh~ch the Kiowa massacred ·an entire pa,r.ty of 48 Cheyenne ·warriof.~: 6~ 
the:J3owst.ri11g society.after a stout defense, and.a notable battle in the follo~i'ng 

· .. sUmm.er of~· 1838, in which. the Cheye1me and Arapaho· attacked the. Kiowa and Comanche 
.;on .'Wolf· Creek, northwestern Oklahoma, wi.th considerable i·oss on both sides ... : ·About 
1840 the Cheyenne made peace with the Kiowa ·in the sou~h, having already made. 
peace with the Sioux in the north, since which time all these tribes, together 
wi~h the Arapaho, .KioWB., Kiowa-Apache, and.Gbmanche. have usually acted as a1lies 
.in. the wars with othe·r tribes and vii th the whites. ·:rar a long time the Cheyenne 
have.: .. mingled mu~h with the· western Sioux, from whom they have patterned· in··many 
4etails of dress and ceremony. They seem not to· have ·suffered greatly from· the·· 
smal~-pox of .1837-399 having boon warned in time to escape to the mountains:,. but 
i~··.connnon :with other ·prairie tribes they suffered· terribly from the cholera :in/" 
1849, ·Several of ·their bands being nearly exterminated. Culbertson, writing -a . 
year. lat·er, states that· they ~d lost about 200 lodges, est·imated at 2,000: soul's, 
or about~ two-thirds, of tlleir whole number before the epidemic. Their pea.cc with· 
t~e Kiowa .enabled them to extend their incursions.farther'.to the south, and in 
18.53· t.hey. ma.de their f;trst raid into Mexico, but with •disastrous result, losing·· 

1ai1 but·, three mon in a ,fight with Mexican lancers. From ·1860 to 1878 they'wer·e·· 
J>l!Ominent in border warfare, acting with tho Sioux in the. north and with .. the·::Kiowa 
and Comanche in the south, and have probably lost more in conflict with the 
whites:· than .any .other tribe of the plains, in proporti·on to .thoir number. In 1~64 
ti).e southarn band suffered a severe blow by the notorious ahiv_ington massacre>;in 
Cq.lorado,; and again in ·1868 at the hands of Cus.ter in the '.battle of the Washit.aJ'~ 
.T~y.: to·ok.-.a leading part ·in the genoral outpreak of the southern tribe's in· 1874-75. 
The N9~thern .Choyenne joined··wi th "the Sioux· ~ tho· Sitting :Bull'- war iil. 1876 and·: 
w~re. ac~ive. :participants in the Ouster massacro. Later in· the· year thoy received 
;$~i-a .. s·ev.ere blow. from Mackenzie as to compel their surrender. In the winter 1 of 
:le?E~~79 a band of· .Northern Cheyenne under Dull Knife, Wild Hog, and Little· Wolf; 
who :.had, ·b<;:>en _brought down as prisoners. to Fort· Reno to be colonizod with the·' :;.. ·' · 
·s?u~:P.ern ·portion of the tribe in present Oklahoma, made a desperate .attempt · ·i· 

a~ escape. Of ali estimated : 89 men and 146 wom0n and 'children who broko away .. on . 
the ,;night of· Sep~ember 9, about 75;· incl~ing Dull Knife and most of-.the· warri'oi-.s•· 
were killed in the pursuit which continued to the Dakota border, in the· course 
of which; a'.bout 50 whit.es. lost their lives •. Thirty-two of. the Cheyenne slain were 
kill,~9. .. in ~ second brea,k;:for liberty fr~m Fort Robinson, Nebraska,. v1here the 

. c~pt,tr.red. fugitivers bad be.en ronfined. L·ittle Wolf, with about 60 followers·, got 
t~Q'\.ligh in safety -to· t.he :north. At a lAter ·period the lf orthern Cheyenne ·Were'·'. 
assimie~dvto . the pro ~ent ·reservation in Montane.. The Southern. Cheyenne were a~;: 
s~gn~d .t.o.··a· reservat·ion in.:western Oklahoma. by treaty of 1867·, but: refused ·to:·.' , 
;r.~aJ:p.. up.on. i~ until· a.~ter .. yhe surrender of 1875, when a ntnnber of· the ·most .".·: 

·, tp;9~ine1i-p., ho.stiles were· ·:deported to Florida,. t'or a t.enn of three year.s. In , .. · .: · .. ; 
:·jl~0~2: l~~e::land:,~; of the./Southern· Cheyenn·eiwere allotted. in severaltyo.and ·1th~ !. •• 

'~~~~n.s::~e.:~ow. American :citizens •. -.T_hose ·in the north :seemtO' ,hold ·~heir ·ovnf i~~. ·. 
j~P~~tJl#n;;.,wP.i·.le.i. tho,~e .1of~·:1the·· south· are;·.s~~B,~ily .... decreasing. ": They: .. :~bar:ea;,;-in'. 

•• •
1 '1904-:-Saµ.thern Cheyenne, 1,903; Northern ~eyenne, 1,409, a total of 3,312. · Al-

:tho-q.gh o~iginally an agricroltural :peo:pl~ .. of -€.;he timber country, the Cheyenne for 
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generat::ions-·~.have·'.·;;be·e11:a: .. typical'·.1»rairic, tribo; 1-iving.·in:: skin t_ipis·; .. following· 
tho·.·bllf.'falo,· o:ver-..grcat.: ar:9~.'s.9 >.traveling:: and fight.ing on ho,rscback. ··;They: commonliJ: 

.-buried·~ ~holr~':dcad· .in -tr~es'· O·r ··on. scaffolds, but occasionally: in~ caves .. o.r in tho· . 
~<?und~: .. ·:In'-··charac.~cr::·-thoy ·are. ·proud,... contentious, and bravo ·t·o dcsporation, with 
aw~. exceptionally high. standard for :woman. Polygamy was pcrmi ~ted, as usual with 
the .. prairie. tribes •. Under their old system, before the division of t~ tribe~· · 
thQy !.had a. council of 44 elective chief's, of whom· 4. cons ti tutod a higher body,. 
wi~h.::power to elect one of .thcirown number as head· chief of. the tribe.: In .. all .. 
~ounci1s that concerned tho relations of the Cheyenne with other tribes, one 

:i:ii~.i:riP~.l;' of the councii was appointed. to argue as the proxy or !'devil's advocate"· 
fo:r, 1 .t~c alien people. :·This council of· forty-fo:ur is still· symbolized by a bundle 
.qf :,fo:r;.ty-four invi t~t ion. sticks, kept with the sacred medicine-arrqws, .and '.former­
ly sent around .when occasion arose to convene the assembly. 

·""-.:. 'Thh set 'of four medicine-arrows, each of different cqlor, ·.cqnstitutes 
the1~:tz;ibal palladium. which they claim to have had from the beginning of the world, 
a~~; is exposed with.appropiate rites once a yea:r if previo:usiy "pledged," a~d 
Otl::~}those rare o~casio11s whP,n a Cheyenne has been killed by one of his own tribe; 

·the.·: .purpose. of the ceremony. being to wipe away from the murderer .. the stain of a , 
bro,therl s blood. The ri to did not dio with the: final separa ti~ of the two seq­
tions .of·the tribe in 18f?l; as has been stated, but the bundle is still-re­
lig~ously' preserved by the. Southern C~eyenne, by whom th~ public ceremony.was 
performed oo·late as .1904. :Besides the public tribal ceremony there is also a 
rite spoken of as. "fixing" the arrows, .at shorter intervals, which concerns the 
a:rr9w priests alone. The public ceremony,)s always attended by delegates fr.om 
·tl;lej:northern body. ~ro \7oma.n,. white mant· o'r even mixed blood of the tribe bas ever 
bee~·al.lowed to .come near the sacred arrows • 

. i 1. Their great tribal cor<;)mony for gonerat~ons bas been the. sun dance,· which 
t4ey themselves say ca.me. to them from tho Sutaio, after emerging from the t:i:Jnber 
rE:)g:io_n 'into the open plains. So far as lm~r this ceremony belongs e:x:clus.ively 
to. -~he tribes of the ·plains or to those in ciose contact with .them. !he buffalo ... ·· 
h~a4 ceremony, which was formerly connected with the ·sun dance but ~s be~n 
o'Qs.9lete for many ypars, also came from the Sutaio.. The, modern ghost-~ncc 
rel;gi9n was enthusiastically taken u.p by the tribe. at its· first appearance, abou·· 
1&9Q.j and the Peyote rito:is now becoming popular with the younger men. They also 
had zuntil lately a fire dance, somet~ing l.ilttt -that credited to the Navajo, in '. 
w~ich the initiated :performers danced over a fire of blazing coals until they·· 

: e~.i;ney.ished it with their. b~re feet. In priestly. digsity the keepers .of. the 
I ~ep,.~ci:i+~rrov1 (Cheyenne) ·and sun dance (Sutaio) rites stood first and equal •. 

.. ; ·, .. i. . .. 

'i 1 \A.t:: the.· sun dance, and on other occasions where the whole tribe was as­
sembled, ·thoy: forined ·tlieir"camp circle in 11(.?) sections,- occupied by as many · 
r·e6·o·gni'zed ·tribal divisions •. As one of these was really an incorporated tribe, 
a~~..r,~everal~ others ~:ve originated by segregation wi~hin. the memory of. old men 

· st~ll l·ivi?%'.-(19.05), the ancient number did not exceed seven, One authority · 
c~~µi~.-these: diyisions: as true clans, but the ·testimony is not. conclusive~ The. 
wB.A.Cl.er;~ ha.bi t.:..-.each ·band commonly -apart from the others., with only one regular 

.I . . . . • . . . • 

'. tr:ibal :reunion in the year-would make it· almos~ impossible to kee_p ·up an exogc;µn;i.c 
sy~t'.em. ·,While ·i.t is quite .probable that the Cheyenn~rmay have had the clan~.sys~tem 

'ifl.J.f!. .. ~P~.~~t. :.f.ime.sc.whi~a::·.st.il.1 ~· sed. e.nta. ry.pe~ple.·,: .it .. i·s .. almost ,as cert:d.n :ru:t·~:i.t·~· 
. d;J;.$~I>P~~;i;'!:!~11 ~o .long ago as to be. !LO longer even :a memory. The present divisions 

~ , ~', • 1 I ' i 0 

• J 
0 

• I • • • 

. t l· : .. !.',.. ' .. . •. • ·;. '~ •. 
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seem. to have had. an Qntirely different . ge~esis.;· -~nd ~y represent original. village 
se.ttloments .in :their· old homes, a .. surmise. rendered.' in-ore prqbab~e by .. survivals of 
maXked- dialeotic'. ciifferences.'- .As it is now, :some seventy years since the whole 
tr:i.be, ,.camped t.ogether, · tllc .. soci.al structure' .having becoi;ne further demoralized 
in ·the meantime by ·cholera, wars·, and intermi~ure with the . .Sioux, the e~ct 
number and order of. these divisio~s is a matter of dispute, .even among their .old 
men, al though all agree. on .the princ:ilal names •. · 

The list given below, although subject to correction, is based on the be.st 
consensus of opinion of the. southern chiefs in 1904 as to tho names and order of 
the divisions in the circle,. from the east entrance around by the. southwest,_and 
nor.th to tho starting point. The ·~e forms vary considerably as given by dif­
ferent individuals, probably in accordance with former dialectic d.i:fferences• It 
is evident tha~ in some instances the divisions are older than their existing 
names: . 

. . (~) Heviqs' -ni 1pahis (singular, Hcviqs'-ni pa), "aortas closed, .by burning." 
All authorities agree that this was an important divisibn and came f~rst in the . 
circle. Tho nam~ is said to have·. originated from several of the band in an 
emtjrgency, having once made ~he aorta ~f a buffalo do duty as a pipe. Grin1wll 
gives this story, and also an alternative one, which renders it "small windpipes," 
from a choking sickness sent as a punishment for off.ending a medi~ine beaver. 
The name, however, in its etymology, indicates something closed or shrivelod by 
bu.I;ning, . al though it is also· true tha. t the band has a beaver ta bu. . The name is 
sometmies contracted to Hevflqsin, for which Wee-liee-skeu of Lewis and Clark1s 
Journals (Clark, 1804, ibid., I, i9o, 1904) seems to be a bad misprint. 

(?) Moiseyu (singular, Mois), "flint people," from moiso 11 flint," appa.ren~ly 
i having reference to an arrowl;>oint (Petter), .possibly to the sacred medicine­

arr:ows •. ·Formerly a large div-ision said to have been the nucleus of the ~eyenne 
tripe, and hell.Ce the Dzitsistas proper. The Arrowmen of G. A. Dorsey. Now 
nearly extinct. 

. (3) Wu' tapiu (singular, Wu• tap), a. Sioux word ( wotap) meaning 11earexs," 
o~ ."eat.,l' A small div~.sion, per}l~ps of Sioux admixture (of. 0-mi 1 sis). Some 
authorities claim this division as.an.offshoot from the Hev~ita'nio. 

(4) Hevhaitar":r;.io (singuJ.ar,~.l"lilaitan), 11hairmen," i. e.,."furm~n;'~ so· 
called because in early days they ranged farthest to the. southwest, remote from 
the[_ -trader~ on the Miss9uri, and continued to wear fur robes for every .... ~y use 
aft~r the other bands had adopted stroud.ing and calicoes. A probable explanation, 
a~v~n~e~ by Grinnel~, is that the name refers to ropes which they twisted from 
the l~mg ~ir of the buffalo for use in capturing ponies from the ·tribes farther 
south~·. ~ey formed the advance of tho emigration to the Arkansas about 1835, 
hrnpe.the name is fl,'equently used as synonymous with Southern Cheyenne. 

; (5) Oi 1viniana (singular, O"i'viman), "scabby people;" oi'vi ".scabby," mana . 
r- 11 ba:hd,·n. 11p.eople 11 (ltetter); according to another authority, "hive people." An off•. 

shoot of the Hevhaita•nio (No.4). The name originated about 1840, whon a band of 
the Hevhaita 1nio, under a chief known as Blue Horse, became infected fr~m having 
used a mangy bUffaio hido for a saddle blanket. They becamo later an important 
Aivisiop.. ··Acco.~ding_ to Grinnell (Social Organization, 1905) the name is als~ 
app~ie,d as· a. nickname to a part of the Northam Cheyenne· on lower Tongue Riv.er, 
.,11.p~:~a~se,. ,it .... ~~ ;~1.~, ~a.dge_r, a principal, ma~ among them, bad a sldn disease. II 
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. . : '. (~) Hii.siometa'nio (.singu.iar',. '.Hi:siometa•n)' "·ridge men, II refer~ing to .,the 
-ridge· or.· long· s;tope of a lifll. ·Another offshoot. f.rom ··the 'Hev~italnio··· ~e· name 
is ,said to have originated froni their preference· f:·o.r camping upon r·idges, but 
mo:fo probabljT from having formerly ·rang·ed ·ehfefly north 'of the· upper .Arkansas, 
in tll:at .portion of Colorado ~own to~the Qheyenne as the "Fidge country," or, 
acco~ding to another authority, from habitually .ranging·upon the Staked plain, in 
association with the Comanche. They were said to ha:\fe originated from some 
Revbaitatnio who intermarried with·the Sutaio hefore the reguJ.ar incorporation 
o:t: 'that tribe. 

. (7) (?) Sutaio (singular, Su•tai), meaning unknown. Formerly a dis~inct 
tribe~· but incor:Po.rated. .According to 'their own· statement the people of this 
cliVision occupied the West of the Cheyenne circle, but others put them south, 
northwest, or no.rth, the dis9repancy p~obably arising from the· fact that· they 
had originally no place in the circle at all and were not admitted until the old 

. -sy~tem ~d.fallE:'.~ into d:ecay. The \yestern side of .the Cheyenne circle, as of the 
·interior of the ·tipi, being the place of homor, they would naturally claim it for 
the,mselves, altho'llgh· ft.' is extremely unlikely that the Cheyenne would grant it. 

. Th~ir true position seems to have been in· the :northwestern part of the circle. 
j' • • 

(8) Oqtoguna (singular, Oqtogon), 11 bare shins" (?). 

(9) Honowa ·(singular, Honow). "poor people." .A small division, an -offshoot 
fro~ the Oqtogu.na • 

. . (10) ·Masi 1kota (singular, Masikot), of doubtful meaning, interpreted b;y 
Grinnell as "corpse from a scaffold," or possibly "ghost head, 11 i. e.; "gray hair," 
_b~t; ·more probably (Mooney) from a root denoting nwrinkled11 or 11 drawn up, 11 as app~i 
to C;>ld tipi skins or old buckskin dresses; from this root comos masiskot, "cricket, 11 

ref~rring to the doubling up of the legs; the same idea of "skin drawn uprr may 
underlie the interpretation "corpse from a scaffold. 11 For some reason/ apparent1y 
between 70 and 80 years ago, all the men of this divi'sion joined in a body the 
Hot~ita1 nio warrior society, so that the two names became practically s~oeymous 
until. ·the· society name supplanted the division name, which is now obsolete·, the 
Hotamita•nio, with their families, being considered owners of that pa.rt· of the circ·1 
Qri~inally occupied by the Masifkota., ·viz, next to the last se~tion, ·adjoining the 
~ii.sis (no. 11), who ca.mpe~ immedi~tely north of .. the· e~trance. 

' (11) Omit.sis (singular, ~i•sists), "eaters;" the" meaning of the name is 
pla~n, but its origin is disputed, some authorities claiming it as the ~e of 
~n:~ar.ly chief of tho ~±vision. Of. Wu'tapiµ, No. 3. This was the largest and 
m_~st iµlportan:t division in the trib.e a:nd now constitutes the majority of the 
Northern Cheyenne, for wh:l.ch portion the name is therefore frequently used as. a 
stnonym. Before the tribe was divided they occupied that portion of the tribal 
circle immediately north of the eastern entrance, thus comp~eting the circle. 
~ft.~r the separatio}l their. next neighbors in the circle, the Masi'kot.a, alias 

,. ~.P.tamita 1 nio, were considered··as the last division in order. 

/.. _. Other names, not· commonly recognized as divis:i:onal nanies, are: 
1 • • 

:. ::;_:-:(a) ~oqt~vhaita•niu·, "black JI?.en, 11 i. e., 1~Ute 11 (sii:iguia~;:.. Moqt~vhaitan) •·:.To 
the· 'Che.yeri:ne and nlost other Plains· tribes the Ute are known as "Black· Men"' ·or ' 
:· .r.·-.o1·• ··:., j· ·:·. : . : '·· . 
·11:a1a.ck people. 11 A SlllB-11 band, aj;>parently not a recognized di vision, of th~ same 

'.. .... . 
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name is still represented among the Southern 9heyonnc, and, according to Grinnell, 
also among the Northern Cheyenne. · They may be dc~nded from Ute captives and 
perhaps constituted a regma r tribal division. 

(b) Nakuimana, "bear people; 11 a small band among the Southern Cheyenne, 
taking its name from a former chief and not recognized as properly constituting 
a division. 

(c) ~skowinis, "narrow nose-bridge, 11 a band of Sioux admixture and of recent 
origin, taking its mane from a Chief, properly named Broken Dish, but ni~knamed 
~nskowinis. They separated from the Qni'sis on account of a quarrel, probably, 
as Grinnell states, a dispute as to the guardianship of the sacred buffalohead 
cap, a stolen horn from which is now in possession of one of the band in the south. 
They are represented among bath the Northern and the Southern Cheyem1e. 

(d) Pilnutgu Pe•nateka (Comanche). ·This is not properly a divisional or 
even a band name, but was the contemptuous name given by the hostile Cheyenne in 
1874-5 to the "friendlies," under.Whirlwind, who remained passive near the agency 
at Darlington, in allusion to the well-known readiness of the Penateka Comanche 
to sell their services as scouts against their own tribesmen on the plains. 

(e) Mahoyum, "red tipi;" this name, in the fonn Miayuma, 11 red lodges, 11 .is er­
roneously giv·en in the Clark MS., in possession of Grin..iiell, as the name of a 
band or ~vision, but is really only the name of a heraldic tipi belonging by 
heredity to a family of the Ho'nowa division, now living with the Southern 
Cheyenne. 

(f). Woopotsi 1 t (Wohkpotsit, Grinnell), 11white wolf" ( ?) A numerous family 
group taking it~ name from a; noted common·ancestor, in the southern.b~anch·of the 
tribe, who died about 1845. Tho name literally implies something having a white 
and ·frosty appearance, as hide-scrapings or a leaf covered with frost. 

(g) Totoimana (Tutoimanah, Grinnell), backward or clan shy, a modern nic~. 
name applied by the Northern Cheyenne to a band on the Tongue River, "because they 
prefer to camp by themselves" (Grinnell).· From. the same root comes toto, 11 craw­
fish, 11 referring· to i~s going backward (Petter). 

. (h) Black Lodges. A local desigination or nickname for those Northern 
Cheyenne living in the neighborhood of ·:r.ome Doer "because they are on friendly 
terms with the band of Craws known as Black Lodges" (Grinnell, ibid.) 

(i) Re~ band. A local designation or nickname for those Northery Cheyenne 
living about Rosebud Creek "because among them there are several men who are 
related to the Rees" (Grinnell, ibid.) 

(j) Yellow Wolf band (Culbertson, Journal, 1850). From another reference 
this is seen to be only a temporary ban~ designati?n.fram a chief of that name. 

(k) Half-breed band ( Q.U.lbertson, Jouri'lal, 1850). Probably only a temporary 
· local designation, perbap:s''}' rom a chief of that name (Mooney). 

ni~ .Warrior Organiz~tion (Nu'tqiu, "warriors," "soldiers;" singular, Nutaq) 
of the Cheyenne is practically the same as found among the Arapaho, Kiowa9 and 
most other Plains tribes and consists of the following six societies, with pessiblj 
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one or more extinct; (1) :~ot~ita•nio.f', "dog ·men;n ~2) Woksihitanio, H(kit) fox , 
men,"· alias Motsonitanio.,; '~flint men;"··(3) Hi'-moiy<iqis "p9i~ted-lance men" (Pette· 
or Oominutqiu, trc()y6te warrior.u; r,t '! ( 4) Mahohiyas, 11red shield, tr alias Hotoanu1tqi'1, 
"buffalo bull waJJriors;" (5) Himatanohis, 11boV1string (mon); 11 (6) Hotamimsaw, "crazy 
dogs." This last societ'y··1s of moder~ origin. Besides these the members of the 
council of forty-four chiefs were sometimes considered to constitute in themselves 
another society, ithe Vithiyo, ·"chiefs." The equivalent list given by Clark (Indian 
Sign Language), ·olni tting .No. s·; is Dog, Fox, Medicine Lance, :Bull, :Bowstring, and 
Chief •.. Th~re seems to have been no fixed rule of precedonce, but the Hotamita'­
niu~ or.·.· 11 Dqg Soldiers" as they came to be known to the whi tos, acquired most 
prominence and distinctive character from the fact that by the· accession of the 
entire warrior for~e of the Masi•·kota division, as a1rea.uy-noted, ·they; with··their 
familie~, took on the character of.a regular·tribal division with a place in the 
tribal circle. From subsequent incorporation by intermarriage of numerous Sioux, 
Arapaho, and other alien elements their connection ~ith their own tribe was cor­
respondingly weakened, and they formed the habit of camping apart from the others 
and acting with the Sioux or as an.independent body. They were known as the most 
aggressive of the hostiles until defeated, with the loss of their chief, T~ll 

·Bull by General Carr's forces in 1869. 

Consult Clark, Indian Sign LanguB.go (articles, yhcyonne. and SQldilr), :1885; 
. Culbert.son in Smi-thsanian Report, 1850, 1851; Dorsey, The Cheyenne, Field Com'lll'l.bia.n 
·Museum Pu.biications, .Anthropological series, IX, nos. l and 2, 1905; Grinnell, 
various letters and published papers, notably Social ·organization of the Cheyennes, 
in Proceedings International Congress .Americanists for 1902, 1905; Hayden,. 
Ethnology and Philology Missouri.Valley, 1862; ·In~ian Trea~ies, editions, 1837, 
187"3; Lewis and Clark, E~edition, various ed~tions; Margery Decouvertes, II, 1877• 
Maximilian, Travels, 1843; Mooney (1) Ghost Dance Religion, 14th :Report :Bureau of 
American Ethnology, 1896; (2) Calender History of the Kiowa, 17th Report :Bureau 
of. American Ethnology, 1898; (3) Cheyenne MS., Bureau of J\merican Ethnology; 
Repor.ts. of the .Cominissioner of Indian Affairs; War Department Record of ·Engagements 
with Hostile Indians, 1882; Williamson in Minnesota Historical Society Collection, 
I, .1872. 

**** 

CROWS. 

Crows (translated through French gons des corbeaux, of their own name, 
Absaroke, er~~· sparrowhawk, or bird peopl~). A Siouan tribe forming pa.rt of the 
Hidatsa group, their.separation from the Hidatsa having taken place, as Matthews 
(1894) believed, within tho last 200 years. Hayden, following their tradition, 
placed it ~hout 17?6• According to this story it was .the result of a factional 
dispute between two chiefs who were desperate men and nearly equal in the number 
of: their followers. They were then residing on Missouri River, and one of the 
two bands which. afterward bocrune the Oz:ow.s withdrew and migrated to the vici~~ tY .. 
of the Rocky MOlllltains, through which rcgiore thoy continued to ;roye. ·1:Ultil gathered 

· on:ireservations. Since their separation from· the:.Hida:b'SA"the"ir"his.tory has been 
similar to that of :qiost ·tribes of.. the· plains, one of perpetual war with the sur­
r01;tndiftg ·trio~·s, their chief enemies qoing the Siksilm. and the Dakota. At the 
~ime;of the, Lewis and Clark expeditio11 (1804) they dwelt chiefly on Bighorn River; 

: •' :· 
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0 ·Br<?,;rm.i(l8~7l·:·located, th~~ .:Oi'kthe ,yeilowstone ·and :the.;;east.er~.c·side·. of··the .. ·Rocky'.. 
•;·M"QWita,.ins;.:.:nrake · (1~34) _.:on.:the"seµthern.· branch of the :Yellowstone, in- latitude. 

46~i~ ·longitude~ 1050 •. ~Ha.ya.en (i862) wrote~ "The coimt'ry· usually inhabi tad by. the:· 
Crow·~ is iri.: ·and· ~ear·'·the ·Rocky Mountains, along the sources of PowP,e;r, Wincf,·;;'and: 
Big)l:o~n;:riyors, ;on the south side. of the :Yellowstone, as ·f~r as Lar~in~ fork·: .. c;m . 
. the: .. Plattcfl1iver. They are also often fo\lnd on the wests~~n and northern sides iof 
tbB.t~. river,. as far ·as~.the :source of the Musselshell and as low down as· the mout:µ 
of· the .Yellowstone. " 

According to Maximilian ( 1843) ther ·tipis of the Orows ·wer.e exactly. like . · · .. 
those .of. :the Sioux, ·set up without any..mguJ.ar order, ·and 011. t~e p,oles, ·inst~ad.;!of 
scalps,- were ·small p~ecos ·of colored cloth, chiefly re·d, floating like streamers . 
in :the ·wi~d• .: Tho camp he visited· swarmed with wolf-like ,dogs. They were a w~n~or­
ing· tribe ·-of :hunters, making no plantations except a :fow small patches of. to1'acco. 
They:·rlived .. at that time in some 400·: tents and a.re said to ·have possessed .betwe~n 
9,:~0,00 :and '.10,000 horses. , .Maximilian con·sidered them ·the proudest of Indians, : ·._. 
despising. the w~ites; ·nthey·do =not, however, kill them, but often plunder the~··~·~· 
In stature and dress they correspond with the Hidatsa. and wbre proud of their 
long ba1lr. The women have been doscribe,d,.as skilful in various kinds of work, and 
their shirts and·d.resses of bidb,orn-ie~ther, us well as their buffalo robes, em­
broid~Ji~d··an.d ornamented with dyed porcupine quills, as particularly .handsome. 
The men made. their weapons very "oll and with much taste, especially their large 
bows, covered \Vi th· horn: of.: the elk or ·bighorn· and often with rat tle.sno.ke skin•: 
The. O:i;-ows:.are ·skilful horsemen, throwing themselves. on one side in. thek attacks, 

as is done by· many Asiatic tribes. Their dead were ·usually placed on stages ·· · 
eleVf;!.~ed: on,poles· in the prairie. 

The ·1>"opµiation :was ·estimated· by -Lewis and Clark (1804) at 350 lodges and~'·: 
3,5po .in.~ividmls; ~n-1829 and-1834, ·at 4,500; Maximilian (1843) co~ted4:00. tipis, 
Hayde~ · (1862) said there were·:. formerly about 800 lodges or .. familie.s; in 1862"r~ 
duced to 460 lodges. Their 1number 'in 1890 was. 2,287; in· 1904, 1,826 •. Le~is 
(St~t. View, 1807) · said theyvi.ere divided. into four bands, called by themselves.·.· 
~ha.ropirJ;lopa, Ehartsar, Noota, and Pareescar. Culbertson (~ithsonian Report, 
1850, 144, 1851) divides the.tribe into (1) Crow people, and (2) Minesetperi, or 
Sapsuckers ... These .. two division·s he. subdivides into 1-2 bands, giving as ·the 11.B.mes 
only the English equivalents. Morgan (Anc. Soc., 159, 1877) gives t~e.following 
ban,ds; Achepabecba, Ahachik, Ashinadea, Ashbochiah, Ashkanena, Booadasha, 
Esach.kabuk, Esekepkabuk, Hofai.rutcha, Ohotdusha, Oosabotsee, Petchaleruhpn.kn., and 
Shipte~~· 

The Crows have been officially classified as Mountain Crows and River Crows, 
the ~Cg"Ilier . ._·.SO called because of their custom of hunting and roaming near the . 
mo.q.n.tains ~way from the Missouri. River, the latter from the ·fact that they·left·:the 
~ou,nt~in J;ectiou about 1859 and: occupied the country along! the river. There· was 
no}~t~ic;::1inguistic, or other difference between them~ The Mountain Qrows·· ·_ .. 
~Unf'.be.red ~~700 in 1871 and~·tha· River· Crows. 1,400. (Peo.se in Indian Affairs Repor.t, 

i; /~~.29i!,: '"1871):·•: .. : .. P1•esent aggregate ·population,· l,926. (See Hayden, Ethnology and· :i:'. 
Ehi.:LoJ. ;M.Q:,: ;_Ya1·1ey, 1862;: ~imiiian, Trav. 1843; Dorsey· in 11th and· 15th ·Re~or.ts 

; ~u;:!~~'\l.:.;~~?~ccin :~t}molo_gy, :,.1894, 1897;. McGee ·in 15th Report ~Buren. u .of . .Ameri.can· · 
~t~~-~pgy~,::.3:897; ~imn.is,.- T~~~itions of the Crows,. 1903.) . · · ·" 
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GROS ~RES• 

Gros Ventres. (French·, 11 big bellies"), a term applied by the _French, .and 
af~.er.·.t~em by othe·rs; :to two: 'entirely d::LStiridt t.ri'Oes:: (l} ·the ~tsiria, · .. o~·:Hitunena 
a detached band·of the Arapaho, and (2) the Hidatsa.~ ""or·Minitari. In the~Lewis 
and C;iark :narrati't/a. of· 1805._ the ;.fonner are· distinguished· as. M:foitaree{of Fort 
de:i:Prairie and the ·1attGP .. as Minitarees of the Missouri, although ther;e is no 
proper· warrant. for applying . tho name Mini tar:i to . the .A.tsina. . Thetwo tr.ibe·s ·have 

··also :.been distinguished, as, Gros 'Vontros of the·Missouri (Hid.a.tsa) and Gros 'Ventres 
9.f·:·the Prairie (.A.tsina). The name as apPlied ·to ·the .Atsina originates from the 
Inidan sign by which they were desigiu::.ted:! in the sign language, a sweeping· pass 
with both hands in front of the abdomen, intended to convey the idea of "always 
hungry," i.e., "beggars."" A clew to its.application to·the Hidatsa i.s given in the. 
statement of Matthews (Hidatsa, 43, 1877) that the Hidatsa formerly tattooed 
parallel stripes· across the chest, and were thus. sometimes didtingu.ishcd in 
picture .. writings. The gest'Ul'e sign to indicate thi.s .style of tattooing would be 

.. ~·~ficiently similar to that used to dsiginate tho Atsina to lead· the careless · 
ob.server to interpret bo~h as ·"Gros Ventres. u The ordiriary sign now .used :.by the· 
southern Plain-s ·tribes to indicate the Hid.a.tsa is interpreted to mean ·~'spreading 
tipis 11 or "row o·f lodges. n 

KALISPEL •. 
. . ."~ '. 

, ·d{alispel · (popUJ.arly known as Pend: d' Oreilles, "ear drops"). A Salish 
tribe around the lake and along the river of· the same name in the extreme 
no~thern part of Idaho and northeastern Washington. .Gi~bs divided them into 

. the Kalispelms or Pend d'Oreilles of the Lower Lake and tho Slka-tknil-schi. or 
Pend d1 Oreilles of the Upper Lake, and according to Dr. Dart the.former · 
numbered 520 in 1851, the latter 480 (Pacific Railroad Report I, 415, 1855). 
McVickar (Htstorical Expedition Lewis and Clark, II, 386, nota, 1842) made 
thre~ divisions: UpPer· Pend di Oreilles, Lower P.ond di Oreilles, and Mic:ir..:. 

: suck~eal ton.· Lewis and Clark estimated their number. at 1; 600 in 30".lod.ges in 
1805. In ~905 there wore: 640 ·Upper Pend df.Oreilles· and 197 Kalispel under 
the Flathead agency, Montana, and 98 K'aliapel undor<the Colville agency, 
Wa~ington. · 

·The subdivisions,. being seldom referred to, are disregarded .in the · 
sy.nonymy. 

****** 
K~OWA. 

. ' 

. ,Kiowa (from .Ga1i-Gwu, or Ka'-i-gwu, "principal peci>ple," their own name.) 
,-,A, 'tribe at one· time residing about the upper Yellowstone and Missouri, but 

be*ter lmown as center.ing· about the upper Arkansas :al;ld ·Canadian in Colorado .and 
. 9kfa:homa, a.nd constituting, so· far as pro sent knowledge ·goes, a distinct lin-
1 ~;-stic sto~. They are noticed in; Span±:sh records as· early, at least, a;s 1732. 
Th~ir.i: oidest tradition, which . : :. agrees with the concurrent testimoey of the ·Sho-

: ~htill.i:Ja~d Arapaho, locates them: about the junction of· Jefferson, :Madison, and 
~a~1la:t·;n .~orks, at the extreme head of tho Missouri River, in ·the ·neighborhood· of 
~he pro sent Virginia City, .Montana. · They afterward. moved down from the nio~· . 
y~ins and formed an alliance with the Crows, with whom they have since continued 

· 6n friend.ly'terms. From here they drifted southward along the base of the 
mountains, driven by the Cheyenne and Ara.~o, w:i. ~h whom they finally made 
peace about 1840, after which they commonly acted in concert with the latter 

18 
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.Ji:J)e~;; ~.~;'~!t;o~.~;' ~laUI' ~~--· ~veC drivEin them ou:t of" ~he' lllaC~:Hi~~i s}':~nd .~~ _1805 
J :.~~~Y,:.~e:r:e:: .. ~epor;t~d:~·~y··Lewfs ancb Clark as living''·:on·;·th~".'N6!9t}?;':P1atte·~ 1 ·:~c·~.9r,tl11)g 

t.9··~h~<Xiowa a.oco-µnt~;: when:.ithe~'r: fi:t•st reached. thEr::Ar~~sas ~ver~"! ~~ey·f~?119- .their 
~s~gei' opposed,_:by ·the.~:Oomanche, . who claimed· all· the' ··coilri.try·~to" the· south~·~,··.! 

. ~r 1.foHowed, but ·peace-.wa.s .finally concluded, when the ·Kiow~ cro·s·sed. oV:er''to 
tpe 1 south f;rlie:af''.'fileArk:a.nsas and formed a. confederation~ wi-th· the· Conianche:~'.·i: ·:·~ 
.w:hich .continues to :·the present day. In connection:"with the Comanche ·they carried 
on a constant war upon the frontier settlements of ·Mexico and"Texas, extending 
their incursions as far south, at least as Durango. .Among all the prai.rie . 
tri'Qes they were ·.·.noted .as the most predatory ·and· bloodthirsty, and".ha.ve probably 
killed more white men in proportion to their ·numbers than m.y ~of the others~"· 
~ey made their first treaty with the Government in 1837, and were put.on their 
present ras·ervation :jointly-with the Comanche and Kiowa ·Apache ·in 1.868.· .Their 

.. ,·: .. 113.,St, .outbr.oak was in 1874--75 ·in connection with: the Comanche, Kiowa. .A.pache:, .. and 
·. Cheyenne. Whtie probably never very numerous, they have been greatly re'dtipeid 
... 'Qy; war, and. diseaso. Their last terrible blow ·came in the ·spring of 1892 'wlien 

measles .and fever 'destroyed more .than 300 of the th:ree confederated tribe.s.· · 
• ' .. f- j ... 

· :: .. The· Ki9was do not ·have the gen.:tfle system, ·and thoro is no rostri~tion as. 
tp interma:r.;riage mnong the division·sj f6f.~'Wlli~ they have six.9 .·including ther .Kiowa. 
/l.pache.~ssociatodwith them who form a component part of tho-Kiowa ciimp 'circle. 

·.A '.s.eventh ·division, the Kua.to, is· now .exttnct.: The tribal .. · divisions· in th.a 
'.order o:f .the' camp: circle, from the ·.entrance at the east southward, a.re Kata; 
~.gu.i,-.. Ira.igwu, ·. :Xingep, Semat ( i. ·. e., Apache)', and Kongtalyui.' · 

·' 
i .. Althou.gh; brave· and. warlike, the Kiowa are conE?idered -inferior l.n most :·re-

spects :.to .the·: Comanche. In person they a.re: dark arid heavily built• forming a 
marked :contrast to the more slender. and brighter complexioned prairie .tribe's . 
farther·'.·north. Their language is fuil of nasal a~d choking sounds· and is not 
w¢ll, a~pted to .:rhythmic composition. ·Their. present chief is Gu.i-pa.go(l-9ior, 

.. : 11 Lone'. Wolf.,''·' but his ti tlo is: disputed by Apiata.n. They occupied the same. reser-
. v~tion \vi th ·tho Comanche· -and Kiowa Apache·, betweon Washita. and Red.'·rivers·, ·in 
sputhwe stern:: Oklahoma., but in 1901 their lands were allotted"· in severalty and 
th.e remainde.r opened to settlemen'fiw Population 1,165 in 1905. Consult Mooney, 
Ghost .... da.nce .:;-eligion, 14th Report Bureau of· .American Ethnology, part 1,, 1896~. 
and Calenda;r.History of the Kiowa, 17th Report Bureau of .American Etlmology,. 
pa.rt l, 1898~ · · ,. 

******* 
KUTEN'.U • 

. :! 1 .... 

· .. ·. ·Xutenai (corrupted fonn, .. possibly:·by" way of ·the· language· of·. Siksika, 
of·:.::fU:i.~o~q~i · .. ione · of· their name ·for:,. themselves). . A p'(~ople ·forming ··a disti~ct:·. 
linguist.ic::·stock;: .. the Kittmaha.n family:of Powell, who inhabit·-pa,rts of' south.: 

·~:E)~st~rn::·Bri:tish·:Co·lumbia; and nortlier.if~Montana· and. Ida.ho, from :the lakes. neaJ:i::. 
~Jl.eFsour.be' .. 'of:~Oolumbia: Riv.er'.. tea Pend·:·d·•oreille Lake. The.~r · iegends''and·:'tf~·<i~-.· 

.. 1:t~ons:'.iJl.dicate r that the~ origi~ll~· dwelt eas~ of the· Ro·cky Mounta~ns, prob~l;)ly 
f,:Ln-'Monta;na, ;whenc1e· they· were driven westward by· the Siksika, their ~redit~y 
enerriies~· :.;T!lel'Jtwci>tribes ·now· live on amieable · t~hms, and. some· intermarria.ge ·has 
t~~n p~a.ce;:i::Sefdre :;the:~buffalo disappeared from the plains they' often. na9-«" 

.. f .j9i~:lkll'lw:ting; expeditiC?ns. Recolloct'ion .... of· the.i'treatme11t·: of ·the ·Kuteha:f·~l)f·"tho 
Siksika remains, however, in the name they give the latter, Sahantla ("bad people11 ) 

!t'hey entertained also a bad opinion of the Assiniboin (Tlutlameeka, 11C\lt-throats11 ), 
and the Cree (Gut sk::lawa "1 iars") • 
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Th~ Ifutenai ianguage i~ spo~n.:in:.tw6":"~}.ightly differing dialects. ·Upp~~ 
and Lo~er Kut.enai •• · .·:A_.:f!3W uncer.!1ie,i~ points'ot" .similarity: in ,grammatical· strtle-

.. tUJ;-e~ ftt~~:t~e·1:Sli9~c;;~e~n: t.o.n~s'.·139em ·to: onst.:: ·The·"1anguagc ·is in:corp9rativo 
b~~h .. ,.w~t?i ro~ect to .. :_ylle.pronoun·.and: t4e·noun.object, Prefixes and ~fixes .. 
aboUn.d'~. tho 'prefix aq(k) ~.in nQ-µllS occurring: with remarkable .frequency •. As 'in 
thd .Algonquian tongli6 s, .. thq .fonii ;Of· o. y;,ord used: in composition diffel'ls.; from that 
which.it ho.is ·indepondc~tljr.. ~duplicn.t;lon is very ra.ra~ · occurring only in '.a. 
.few:!t>Wi~, . somo. of .which are "possibly of foreign .origin •. ~-~here are a .few 1·oan-
wor~s .... ~rqm Sa.l:ish£in dialec~s, .: . . · : · · . · · ·· .. · · : : · ! · • ~ 

The Upper Xutenai include. the following subdivisi.ons: Akiskenukinik, · 
.. · .A.kamnik~ .Akaneklm:i_k, . a.nd .A.k:tfi. ~~ik... . . ·· 

. . . . Tlio Iowe; ·Xut;~~i arc .m~r~: primitive and n.~madic,' .1·0ss u11der the ·in-·· · . . ' . . ~ . . ' . . . 

. nv:ence of tho. Catholic ·church, and mor0. giyen .to·:·ganibling •. They·mv.e long ~b~en 
ti:Ver .and lake Ind_ian.s,. _and p9sse~.s poquliar ·bar;k ·can.oe·e· th,Eit resemble somo:·of 
:thoE?~ used. i~.the 1Umir regi9n ~n· ~sia (Mason in Report ·National Museumf 1899) .• 
Of .late years n;iany of them have taken to horses and are sld.llful in their 
ma.nagomont. The.Upper-Xute:nai ).caop ncaror tho sottlo~onts, often obtaining 

.. a iiving by scrvi~g .tho settle~f;' .. a1~ miners i·n. various ways. Many ·of tJ:icm have 
. l>racti~lly. c::ea·sod : to be ~ooµien :and ·travel by horse. .:Both the Upper and tho 

·· ~w:9r Xutc~i hw;it and fish, ·the. latt·or depending more on fish for food, . . ~ 
Physica1i:;:, ~l_ie Xutonai aro woll:-0.eveloped and rank among the taller·tribes of 
:Brit~sh Coiumbia... I~dications of. r~co. mix.tµre .. seem· to bp· shown ;ln tho form of' 
the hoad. Thai~. general character from the time of Do Smet has .been reported 
good. Their .morali~y,. kindno.ss, and hospit$.lity a.re no·teworthy, an~ more than 
~ other Ip.di~n.s 6f the co1;Ultry thoy ha\e .avo.ided. drunkenno·µs and lewd intcr­
poi:ixse with t~o whi.tos. .Tl1,eir ·~ental ability .1s· comparatively high, and .the 
efforts of the missiO?Ja.?.:"ies.have·bcen rewarded with success. Thoy are ·not eL-­
·P~:~siv~ly giVen to:. om6t;ion£\l· in-stabili'ty; ·do. not lack a sense of interest, and 
pa~ ~qncentra.to ai;tc:p.tion··whon neooasary. Thci.r social system is simple, and" 
~o · ov~donce of th.e .. cxit?.ten:ce of totems or secret··-' sooed.etic s has· boon founde .· The 
¢ll:i~ftainshi:p, now· more o;r- le.ss elective, ·was :probably hereditary with·· lir.li to.-
.~ions; sl~vcry o~.~ar :prisoners was formerly in vogue; and.relatives were·r~. 

, pp9nsible £or the debts. ·of a deco!o;a~q.'. p~rson •. ··Marriage was originally .poly~··· 
~ous; div or co.ct wo~en. werp ~llow~d to ma.r:r;y. again. Adoption.: by marriage. or. by 
residence of more than a year was QO~on. Women could hold corto.;n kinds 0£ .... ~ 
property, such as tents and utoncl.rt'1·-. ·A. wert;ild was customary. Religion was 
a··sort of sun worship, and the belief' in tho ensoulment of all things and in 
reincarnation preva~led. The land.of t~· dead was in the sun, from which at 
some time all the departed would descend to LakeP'!.3ld d' Oreille to meet the 
Xutenai then living. In the old days the.medicine-men wore very powerful, their 
influence ~viving most wit~ tl}e Lower Kutonai,.who still paint thoir. faces .on 
~n~ occasio:q.s;. -but. tattooi~· is .r~re. :Except a sort. of r.eqd. pipe,. a ·:bone 
~~V.~~: ~d ~ho. ·druo•. musipal in~trurnonts v1er;e unknown to ther;i; .'but. they had. " 
gm;il:>li~,. .<;lanping,ru;id m.edi(?ine s()ngs. :The Lower Xute:pai aro ·still excee<J.ingl.y 
.~4d4ctoli .to .. ,gaobling, "their favori~e peing .a noisy vo.riety of ·the widespread· 

,. '€iiess-:-stfq~ ga.tle,. The Kutcnai wero in ~omer days great buffalo hunters. Fir.o­
. ~s have drive~ 'out. the bow .and arrow, save as cl;ildrenl s ~oys or. £0~ .kill.ing 

1
· -Pir~s~ .:. ~;P~ar~~g, 'tlie baSket t~ap, a.nd.wiclcer vie~·rs_.~er.a .much in u~e by the 
Lo)V~r ~tc~i·-. :B~sides t~o bark qanqe, ~~ey ~d .g;ugqµ:li,:E)i. ···b,oth ·skin and ruSh·~ . 

. . ~o~es .:we.re .built; the. swea"\; .. }louse .. wa~ :unive.r..soJ!. :S~one · ha.tncrs. :wer~ s:t.:U:J.!Lfu t .-' -,• ~~ t •·I·~ i .,- • ~ . ~ • J , ,•' : • ~ • •. • 
0 I • , ' ' • • 

.. , ,. :" 

'l.1 : 

.1 • .. ·: .... 
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• . ..~~~!": 1 ~::3:L· .. ;... .. ·! ···~· ,.,,~.7 ... · -.·~ ..- ).:·.·,~~ '<; ~ :·. ·.. , ..... .... 
u~e 'in:~~t.s':··o:tttlctir'ceun~fy: ... in t~i~·:·i~~t.' y~ars: of the' ·~ineteenth c~ntury~,'.· ;';~li,e'?:~· 
·Lower.iXute:i:ial: "are·· still.noted;: for· theii'::water;;tight .. bs.skets of split··roo·ts. ···In 
dress they originally res~mbled ~he Plaine Indians rather than those .. of t}?.e 
coas'ft, ... but"; contact wi"th the .whi'tes ·has ·greatly modified· the"ir ·costume;, While 
fond .. '.of·: tho "\Vhit·e·'.lllan.13 t'obacdo 1 'they ha.Ve a· soft. of· th~·iF own· mado Of Willow .· 
bark. A largo part of thoil' fo·o.d:·su:Pply· is now obtained f'r9Ill ~the whites., For:. 
food~ modicinc, ·and .ecGndlilical·;pt1.rposes~'·the 'Kutenai USO a largo n1lmbor of" th~'. . ' 
plabt:products·of .their·envirorinicnt (Chamberlain in Verh. d. 1 Ecrl, Ges. :f • .A.n~hr. 
551-6, 1895) •... n:ihey w~te !giftoci .also with~ estliet'ic. appreciation· o{· several ' ... ~: 

,-:~·.·plants ari.d': ·flowers·~· ·The. 'd1se~ses froni" which tlto Xutenaf miff er most are conS'urilp­
tion and ophthalmic troubles. Interesting maturity ceremonies still survive 
in part. Tho mythology and folkloro of.the'Kutcna.i consist chiefly of.cosmic 
and ethnic myths, animal talcs, etc. In t~o animal talco the coyote, as an 
ad.venturer and deceiver, is the most ptominc·nt figure, and with him are often 
associated the chicken hawk, the grizzly bear, the fox, the cricko~, and ~he 
wolf.;, Other ·•Creatures which·appe·ar .. in these stori·es are tho 'beaver, 'btiffalo, 
caribou,· -cbkmunlt, dQer,, \G.Og; ·mo6'se, mounta.in "lion, ra"bbit, squirrel;·. slo:irik, ·,· 
duok,::ea,glo, grouse• .:go~so,·:nia;tp.i~; ·owl, ·snowbi·rd, tomtit; trout,· whB.10;· · · ·.~ ~-.:­
butterfly, mo·squi1fo:~. frog,:;:·foad,":.:and turtle.· Most· 6f ·

1the cosmogonic legends·"·.:~· 
seem·to -balong·"to the ·no:rrthWast·e~ri Paci-fio· cycle; many of the ·coyote tales "·ho~··'' 
long .. to· ·the. oy~le of. the ROclcy- -M.o~tain ro.gion;., others have ·a Slouan c;>J:~ .Algo~ · 
quian aspect :Ln· ·some particu.lans.: '· Their ~dol1J8e ·myth :&s peculiar· in s~veral·. . ' .. 
respects~'. A' ni:imber of. tal~'s of :gidnt's 0c·c1Jb, ·~wo of'-the leg:~nds,. "Seven Heii;ds" 
and 1!Lame Knee," suggesting Old World l.l.nalogies. The stocy '()f"the °"

11Man 'in the 
Moon" is probably borrowed from French sources. . ·: ... ' 

. ·~ .. While f.ew "eviden6'es '()f their art'i·s"tic ability· .. in .. ·the way·o~ pictographs •.. : 
birchbark drawings, etc.,· have been ·reported.~ ··the· Kutenai ·are ·no mean ~raft.~¥· 
Some of them possess an idea of map making and have a good sense of the phys"ieal 
features of the country. Some of their drawings of the horse and the buffalo 
are characteristically lifelike and· qUi to· 'acfo1.U'ate. The ornamentation of thoir 
moccasins and other articles, the work of tho women, is often elaborate, one·o~ 
the motives of their decorativ&'a.rt· boirtg th~ Oregon grapo. They do not seem 
to .bavo made pott~;ry, nor to have indulged in wqod.-carving to a l~rge e~tent. 
Th.4: d~roa.t~ c.o.ntact ·of. 'the Ki:i;tonaii· w~th ·tho whi t'0:s .is· domparatiyo"iy' ·rocent·. Th~ir 
wo1rd for. whit'o.'man• Seyapi, ·is ·'identical with·the Nez Perce Sucapo (ParJ:cor, 
Jo-qrnal, 381,. 1B4o)·, -.a;n.a· is probabl;y bo·rr-owod. ··Otherwise the white man .is. , . .. 

,·,da]led ·Nutluqane-r, 11 stra.nger." · r:hoy· 'hav:o md few serious troubles with the ·whites, 
and are n:o·t now a warlikei people; .As yet the Canadian ·K1:1tonai ar.e not:·resorva­
tiO,n: .. '.~f.idians•: The United States .:ooems: to .. have made' no direct treaty With :t'.q.d 1 

• 

trib~~fori-the .. eXtingu.:tslmicnt of their territorial· r.ights.,.(Royce in' 18th ·Rcpor't. 
~iPaupf:'.J\morican·Ethno1ogy, 856). . · · ·: · · · ·· ~. · .. ·:. ·· 

· ; .. i·. .. . ..1. •": r • . .-; .' 

, .. With:~n :the.·~utenai ar.ea,; on 'the' Colum'bia lakes·, live a colony of ShushwaJ;i · 
·(!Sa)lf·sm.n) knoWn. as :11.Kinbaskets9 11 ·numbering 56 :fo 1904~· · In .that i~cp;r the Knte~i 

~· ... ~~~rnr:itish·:te.rritory were repor-ted"to: numbar".553, as follows( ·:Low·er .Colum~.ia·-'.'.::.: 
Lake, 80.;3'Lower-'Xutenai (F.Lathow) ,· 172; St~;··:Maryl ·s: (For.-& 'Stee:i&·.~ ,·t:216; -. Tobae~co· ~: 
Plains, 61; Arrow Lake (West Xutenai), 24. These returns indicate a decrease of 
ab~ut 150 in 13 years. The United Sta:tl!s · ·ce·n~us of 1890 gave the m:unber of 
~tena.i in I.daho and Montana as 400 to 500; in 1905 those under tho Flathead 
:~gency, Montana, were reported to nUip.be~:554:· Tho Kutena.i have given their name 
to Kootenai River, the districts of Ea.st, West, and N«Jlt"th Kootenay, British 

1', (';::...-••I '1' •I • • .... • .•. . .·., • : I :p,~ ;· :~·; .. • 
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Qolumbia, ~d~t~rlai take, British Columbia, Xootanie Pass in the Ro~J4rMo~tains, 
K~.P.J'.~i~na.t,i:,~A~~~ .~P.,~ . ~P9.1:::·~.9wp.._:- .9f·, ~0:9~ ~;Dl?-~J: ~ .I.do.;t;Q; ~l;ld .: ~91 , ,Q:~P.e.:t;' p;J.a...ce.s.,1 on ! 1t9~h . ·: 
,~r-a~~:".:9~:'·~~~.-.·tl:l~e~~~ib~t .b,~~~~r.' (AAier.;c,~n #~hr·opplogf.,:' IV ;·::3~ .... 350.t/190~) ~· 

~ . . . 

: .:·;6~nstil(Boas,· ii~~t" Ge~e~~~ ~~;ort on. the~ Indians of Brit_;sh:·:Columbia 
~n;,:~~~~~~t : ·. ·~;; A! A, s .• , 188~;.,. 9h-'1iriber1ain,. Repo~t o.n the Kootenay .Indians, 
in, .¥eport B •. A. A •.. s.u ~892; . also var~ous articles by t~e same author sine~. 
18~2 -.in:~E3r.ican .Anthropology, Journal .American F<?lkl<?re, ~d .American: Anti~. 
q~;r:ian; Hale· ~n United States Exploring Expe.d:it.i.o~, ·V:I, 1846; Maclean, Cana-· 

~ dian Savage Folk, 1896;' · de Smet "(l) Oregon Missions,. 18.;1:7; (2) ·New Indian 
-~~~tphes, 1863;· Tolmie ·~nd. Dawson,. Compa.rat.i~e 1Lo.cabu.laries British Columbia,· 1884.· 

****** 
... . ',; PIM.AN • 

j • ·, • . • 

. . :~·ie~n. (Pi~i,. referr~n~":to :People having badly d~sed .~obes.) One of 
the three tribe-s of the Siksika or Bia.ckfoot Confederacy. Its divisions,, .as· 
given. '1li_·G~i~ci1,. ar~i ~pi tAP~, Jllikaiyiko'.kakiniks.,. Kiyis.,· .. ~3ik;u.tsi~i~s, ... 
Sikopoksiriia.iks,-:Tsiniksistsoyil:ts,· Kutai:imiks, Ipoksimaike;;,~ Sikoldts~ik~,· ·~. 
N~~~WY.~~~ Aputaiyi_ks, MiahWa.hpit.siks, Nitakoski~sipip_iks, Nitikskiks,. In~. 
si~~-'' :¥~~1d.na~yiks, ~~ksinai_~upiks,.. Inuk~'-~pwa.iks;. ;Knlmiitaiks, Xutaisot~ 
sima~,. Nit;qtsiksisstaniks, Mo.twainai·ks, M'okwniks, and :Mo.tahto.s.iks, Hayden 
(~~AA~~~·~ppy~i; and .:'hil~l.o~· of °the .. Ina;ian !!?.r.ibes of the Missour:i· Val·ley, 264, 1862: 
gi "{'.~ s al so Susksoyiks. . · 

In 1858 the Piegan in the United State~ ~ere estimated to number 3, 700. 
Ha.~~~1~ .. ~1µ-.ee1 years. later estinw.ted the population at 2 9 520.. ~~- 190q: the.re. were 
2,,072 Un.der. the B.lackfoat agency. in Montana., and 49.3 ·unde;r the Piegan agon.r:;y · 
'.i~::4~~ert~~. canada~ . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.. ~ '• ' ...... ~- . . . ' . - ' . . . 

********* 
•• j 

5µ.I~ (FµTHEAD) • 

.. ·, ir' '·lsa.1£sh '(Okinagan:. sa.i~t· ·.··."people"). Form~rly a ~~ge :and po:werfi:µ. divi-~· 
sion o:f .. t~o, Sal~sban family, .to whiCh they ·gave their name, iiiha.bit~n.g much ·.o.f::. · 
weste'rn· .. ~PP:tana and centering around Fl~thead Lake and valley •. A m.Q.~e :popular'··" 

, ;;.-~.~.~~~t~~A .fc»r ·~~~s .tri'l;>e ·is Fl~tliead~, given .. to ·them.,by. the "su~~qµn..~ing_:poople, 
' ~.8l:·PJ~~u~~ ,ther .. a~tifically:: deformed ~J;iei'.t" head~, but beca.use, .in . . 

co~~t.ia~~l~inct;ion to .. m~,s:fi "l!r.i ~es,i f~rt.her ·We st, they keft . them in the.ir nat:ural .. 
cq1i19:~1t_:!-?:q..L.flat. o;i top .•. r;a.i.ey liv.e~ mainly by, hu,nting, Who Salish,· w~th; ~he:·:. · 
?ognB.te Pend df· Oreille and· the Xutenai, by t~_ep.ty ~f He.ll Gate, Mont~, .. July: 
is, i0ss, ceded to the United States their lands in Montana and Idaho. They also 

· ~9!1,19~~ .. ;:r;t~ tP.~. p~~e tre~ty at the mou~h .. of. Judith Riyer~ ~ontana,::October. 17, 
;; :~.~;~P'.L .J;ie.:vvi.~:.and Clark estimated their; population in 1806 :to be 600;: G~bbs. gave 
th~t;tr:;,.prqp~ble :num~.er in ..1~53 a,s 325, a diminution. s~id to be. due. to., war.s· with ·the 
~i~~~~.;~ npµi~er. _O:f Flathead~ under Fl~ thoad. agp,ncy, Montana ( 1909 ):_, .598.·. · 

');: •. )-:,..:·:, '!, ~;.' ·:, ~- :~. :;: 

******** 
j 

.·, i ' 

.. , ~QSHONJ; .• 
/: [::.:. ,:! J'r_,,- I : I • o 

~e most. liorth~rlY division of the Shoshonoan family. · They formerly 

·.~ 



: Reprciduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives· 

~--.. :_ .. _!'!_~··-· 

73361 

occupied western Wyoming, meeting the Ute on the south, the entire central and 
. r southe.rn par.ts of ·I<k~o, -ex.cept·.t.he ~er.Ji"it9ry ;taken by ... t~ :Bannock .. nor.thcas·tern 

,.Nev?ida, and .a· smai.1-~.str.;i.P..:of:~U:tah·:wost ·of .Grc~t: Salt .Ialoo9 The· Snake Rivor · 
~ountry ~n Idaho ._is; p~~:r.ba.pa.; ~to be'.·. consid~ed" theiri· stronghold. The no;rthern 
bal,lds·.wa~e found. by Lewis and: Clark· in .. 1aos.~· o:o,:tho:he11dmAt·ers of· the Missouri 
in wesrQrn:~ontana, but they h'ad rangoct:previously. farther.east on tho plains, 
whence they bad been driven into the·Rocky Mountains by the hostile Atsina and 
Siksilm., w~o already possessed fi~earms. Nowhere had· the Shoshoni established 
themselves on the Coltunbia,. although_· t~oy reached that river on their raiding 
excursions. 

The origin.of:the term Shoshoni appears;to be unknown• Jt a.ppare~tly is 
~o t .a Shar'.b.pn~ vrord, . and al though ·the . IlBllle is ·recognized by. the Shoshoni as 
ap.:ply,ing ta: themselves, it probably. .or.igina.tod among 'some other tribe. ·~e · 
Cheyenne··name for t~o:.COma.nche, who. speak the Shoshoni· language,- is'.Shishinoats­
hi tanCC? t' ". sna~ people; 11 but they have~ a. different. ·:oame for th.e·. Shc>'Sh.oni. The 

:·term Snake seems" to have no. e~~o16gica.l conn~c:tion ·with the iiesigns.tion Sho-
; sl1;0n,i •. , It.118.s been variously and frequontl#.:.appliod to th9. northern bands ·of 
the Shoshoni, especially tho·so of Oregon. By rocent official usage the term 
S~ke. ~s b.oen .re.stricted to .. ·th~ ·Yahus!d.n .~and Walpo.p,i -of Oregon. Hoffrna.il was o~ 
tho opinipn tba~:.th~ namQ.Snake come:s fr.om a misconception of:the sign for Snake 

~ ; Indians,. IIJa.cle by:·~ serpentine. motion of' the hand· with the index finger extended. 
Thi.a ~~.: thougp.t r.oally he:$. :t'Cferetl.c.o t:o .. tho weaving of tho grass lodges of the 
Sho s..11.oni,. a reasonable a·ssumpt·ion, Gihce they are known a..S' .'~'grass-house· people, 11 

. or by ·soine, similar ~e:~ .~azi:i-0ng; numerous tribes. : : ~ · 
.. · .... · .. 

· .... . ~e more northerly· ~d e~ster.ly Sl~oshoni were. h~·se· o .. nd ·bU:f'falo' Indians, 
and in .cl¥u'acter and in warlike prowess. co~pared favorabl~ with most western·,.· 
tribes •. : .~o· th~ ·west in western Idaho .. a;lo~ Sna.ke River., and .to 'the 'south·: in . 
Novn:da the tribes· represented a lower. typo •. ·Much, of .this coiintry was barr:an in 
~~e extr~e;.and .comparatively devoid of large game,· and as the nature o+ the·· 
country differed, so di~ .the ixiliabitants ... They q.epertded .for food· to a large· ex,.. 
tent on fish, which was supplemented by ro.bbi ts, roots, nuts, and seeds. Those 

.· w9r.e ·the· 'Indians most frequantJ.y: calle,d •tniggd:r:s .• 11• They .. wero also called Sho­
. ·:~~okots,. or. 11Wa.lkcrs, 11 .which si~ly·means. tbat the. I~ians -so called ware too 
· ··.'.P.oor t.o,;posseGa .~orses,. though t:P,e. term was by no mean~ .. restricted to· this soc­

,M:on, .. :being applied to horseless. ~hoshoni e:irerywhe.re. 
.. . . •' 

None of· t;tl.ese· Shoshoni wore a.gricultwistee· In .. gene~a,1 1 the style of 
ha.bitatio~s .. corr.esponded .. to. the two types of· S,ho·sho11i.. In .tl:le: north .and east'. 
.they livec}.: in tipis., ·but : in the .Slgebrush· country .to :.the l70St they used brush· 
shelters ~mtirelyt and Bonneville found the. tribes of Snake River wintering in 
such sholters without roofs, being merely half circles of .-brush, ·behinQ. whi.ch 
they. ob:t~ined aii imper~ec~ protection.from .wind and snow.:· :There. were IJB.nY.. di~ 
lects among: the Shoshoni9 :c'orres:ponding t:o the greater. o~ less degree of isol:a­
t ion· o.f .. the sev.eral tribes. :: =That pre·sentaQ., however, no" .. os.S-.ent ial · ·d·iff.erenees 
and~·w.era: all :m~tually intelligibl'e. . . . .... ·: . . ·:~ . . ·:. :_: 

' . . \ ~ 

In 1909 there, were .in Ida'.b.a · l, 7G6 Sho·shoni ~:rtd · l3annoc.k .~der. ·the ~ol-:.t . .$all 
school (of whoo 474 had recently been transferred fror.i tilo old Lemhi Reservation), 
alid ~about ,·~OQ no.t under· official' ~stipcrvisionf in Nevada there· vtore 243. under the 

• ~ ·Weaternt Sho:shonf· ·s~ho.ol, and .a.bout· 750 not under .. ·· ... ~ agency or school control. In 

23 .. 
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. . 
Wyoming; :uP.der .:tl,+e Shos4on~ sch,qo~,- thore wore' 816, fonne+ly known a.a· Washald' s 
band• fro;i_ its chief-. '.l)educting about. 500· Bannock fl?-Om.:thes:e· fi~eiri, the total 
Shoshon~:p()pUJ.ation·appro.xilnates 3,250~ The Shoshoni ciivisio~s, .so far as known, 

,were.: ,Ho~ndilm, Shobarboobeer, Shohoaiga.dika, Sho11ivikidika, Tazaaigadika, 
Towa.hnahj.ot>ks, Tukuarika, ~ssawche~ Washa.ld, Wihino.sht, and Y~ndilm.~ 

******* : 
SIXSIKA.~ (Blackfeet) 

.. Siksika (black feet, from siksinam "black," ka the root of oqkatsh 11 foot. 11 

The origin of the natle is disputed, but· it is conr~only believod to have refor­
once to the discoloring of their ooccas~ns by the ashes of tho prairie firos; 
it may possible have reference to black;..painted moccasins,.' such as were worn by 

. the .Pawnee, Siha.sapa, and other tribes). An important .Algonquian confederacy 
of the .northern pl~ins, consisting·· of ·.three subtribos, the Siksika proper or . 
]lack:f'eet, tho Kainah or ]loods, and tho Piegan, tho wholn body being popularly 
known as Blackfeet. In close all~ance with these are the Atsina. and the Sarsi. 

Within the recent hii:>toric pe.riod, until gathered upon reservations, the 
Blackfeet held mos~ of the immense- territory stretching almost f~om North Sas­
katchew~ Riv.er, Canada, to the. southern headstreams of the Missouri in Montana, 
.a.lid from about longitude 105° t.o the base Of the -Rocky Mountains. A. centUl!y 
earlier, or about 1790, they were found by Mackenzie occupying the upper and 
middle South S~ska~chewa~, wi·th the Ats:i.na. on t·he lower course of the .same stream, 
both tribes b-.ei.ng apparently in slo~ migration toward the northwest (Mackenzie, 
Voyage,s, lni-lxxi, 1801). This would make them the vanguard of the Algonquian 
movement from t~~ Red River country. With the ~xception of a temporary occu,.. 
pancy by invadi~ ._Cree, this extreme northern region has always, within the 
histdric period, .been held by Atba.pascan tribes. The tribe is now settled on 
three res9rvations in Alberta, Canada, and one in northwestern M~ntana, ab~ut 
half being on each si~e of the international. boundary. 

So far as history.and tradition go, the Blackfeet have been roving lm.ffa1o 
hunters, dwelling in tipis·and shifting periodically from place to· place, wit~ 
ou.t permanent habitations,-ttithout·the pottery art or canoes, and without agri­
ctµture .excopting fm- the sowing and gathering of a species of ~tive tobacco. 
They also gathered the ca.mas roo·t in the foothills. Their traditions go back 
;\;o a time when they bad no :horses and hun~od their game on foo.t, but as early 
as MacJtenzies· time, before 1800,. they already had many horses; take~ from 
tribes farther to the south, and later they became noted ftmrt their great horse 

!her4s. It is entirely: probable that their spread over the plains region was 
d'\ie 'largely to the acquisition of the horse, and, about the same t:imo, of the 
:gtin. They wero restle.ss~ aggressive, o.nd predatory people, and, excepting for 
ithe'Atsina. and Sarsi, who lived under their protection, wore constantly at war 
:with ali their neighbors,· the Cree, Assiniboin, ·Sioux, Crows, Flatheads, an.d 
RUtenai. While never reguliit..rly at war with the United Stat~s, their general_. 
attitude toward Americans in tho early days wa.s one of hostility, while main-

1 tairi.ing a doubtful friendship with the Hud_son1 s :Bay Co~a.ey. 
l . 

• ! Their·· culture was .. too't o·f lthe :plains tribes· gene-rallY, al though. th~.ro is _. ·.: ·- · 
,.evidence. of. an earlier· culture, aJ>pro:dmatolY· that· of· the;' ea.stern t:lmber tribes. 

·. 24 
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Th,~,r·•~~ g~T:~~,nia~~: ~J~~"lrs~9iµ.,.~· ~~~,IA .M .. · ~X~ .. .;;t>~e~."i.~~~P ..... ~;!,9'~ .. 0! .:tt.~~~ C>~~~r.-~ .. -~.,a~h .. '~··i·•, ..... · ... 
·~.,.¥.V.,itjg".~;~·~t_Q,\itzj; ·~

1

uda:ng;~ 1 .. ~.;·4~~WrQ~l;;~"~*d:.Jftle~~Jr.~.~;~~~:~9lj.;~+.;· .. ~i.~li~1~:·-'~h.~·.~~~a·¢~ .,. fe~et .... ,r.~er "'a' ear, to ,,;ft··~r-e·. beiii'tl:ie.!··or· ··1na.1-:nu:cHfo:ef) ... ·r.a:ch ··6f tl1e ... :t1lree~Wa.'s:'.'' 
• •• 

1
· J fulbdf~fa~·a..L·inl.~ ~a <,~tmit~~~-··6:f bB:nd.s !\\jf : .. :ich' ·Grilui~li • ~Iiuhi~r&~~:snr~:'·.<. f ·-riv~·: :ffi 

~ii;~·:·::;·,·1It·;.:~~·'.::'b~·efi.sa1d·.t~t th~s~\a.~a~· .. ~~re ~iit~s':.;'btit:::i:f &6 -t~tr1'.~~titi.t~n~,_ 
··,,·(•I• ,-.;::;"'",''.• ,·· ~: .. · ('"';'' . '·.·:· .-.., ·•. ·1;· g_ ,.,. f, ··· 1·.!r··' '.,.,,. (•,··~ ',·0 '•"•'•1• 

: qM;r.~~t~r ··is_· n;o ,longer ·a.~~n~~ ~ .~ei'e iEf' also a. ;inil-i ta.r~" .and fraterna:r· ·-' :' ·'::· 
l . ~·~ •' '. 1 -~l ~ ~,. '' -.i' '? ',, ''. - t • •, , , , • , t i - : ' I 0 , I '•, "., ~ '. , l, t - ' ' • ' • • • '• - , ' • • W, ·; ·, , • _1' • ~· ) ' - ~ •.• 

·otg~~;:~~~·~.9.n, :~~i.;t~~.>to·:t~~ · e~~.~~~n~,.~n· other.. P~?;:t.P~. _tr~?e.s( 1mo.~.·;~op.~,}~~ 
B~ap~~et :~~--~~e Ikiuitihkahtsi, .... or: 11.A.ll~ Comrades, .11 :·and COJ:lS1~l°tlng f9~erl:V~: ·a..~ 
,.,y.o.r4;,~g;~t·~f.~Gz:izµiell, ··of. at le.a.~~ :tw~lv..Q.·~ ·order,s· or .soci~~ies_, :m~s.t _of whi'ch. ~re 
"now ~-.. ~~}n~:~•-:·:;··t9-E>Y ~bave, .. a .gr~~t:;~~b~~·· ~r:· da'n¢es~:r:-el~g~?.u~,:··~13.r, "~P~·.· s9c,~~~~. 
bes.~desr:.~-~~~e~ .f!Joc1et1:es ~or·:va~iou.s· P\ll'POses,- .. t'?ge·ther. '!ith -~y \lts~c~ed .. Jj~~ 
dle's·, 1! ''~-~~d.'each: : of :whi~h ,ce#~er~ a, ri t~l~'·"::PrF.l.c~ica,lly :··ev,er,y. a~~~<~~ "~~so 
hi~:,~l?-r·~:~:9,¥.1~~~~~ci?le• 11 

. l3otrh . ~ex~~ .. n.nY be ~me~b~rs. ~f ." ~omp".: so9;,o_t.1~·~.~ . th~~r:~·::'., \ 
Pt,;p.c;t~l.,·t~~.:L.t~~\s are ~he sun,:;··-~~~ ·a:· superna~ura:L •ooing ~own .. ·~s. ~Napi.t~-~l<}:°,¥an," 
who ~~--q~ .. ~·incarnation ~.:f:'. t}?.e. same idea.. The dead a.re usuall:Y,. deposit~4.: ;, :; 
in tre~·s or" 1sometimes laid: a.way in '·tip is·· erected for' the 'pu.rpose"'on' prominent•' 
hi~.l~~::<\~.. ... ',.; "..> . . . ,. . . _·:-~ .. . . /' ' ··. ... ' . '.··· .. l ':''."".: :;:•:: 

.. -4'.s;~;tisual, .IIlB.llY.. of the .early:·a'stl.ma.tes ·of. l3lacld'oot population·"are plainly 
.~1~~A~1i>-~.a~·::_: .. ~e.'.b:~~t a:P~~r~.:~.Q'..::,,~.;t~t·of ·~~~anti~, .. who 0~t~~~a .th#.:~.~·q~t 

. ,.'.~?-1~p :.~~- ?!2:50. -..to:·a,:so.o_ w~r:~.~r.s• ·~or _per~ps; ~,o~o. so~ls •.. In 1780-81, 1".1 .. JB~?-38, 
· '":i-I.l·~lEJ~, .:1.n"lB.57-58,. and •in .:1S69, they-.sUffered ·great losses by smallpox~.·. ·I1r 

••. ,.. .. ' .-·,•1-.:'\-1 .. , 11 •' ·.: •• , • • •";' .- ., ',, •• ' ' j' '' •',.; .... :···! ;" .••. (. 

18~·:1(j~h.~:t·were ·reduced .by }n,ea~.lesi ·:·a,nd ~n ~.883.!.84 ·~om~ 600 .of those tn·:14017~~ diec 
of jshee!~·· starvat~on in cons~quence of the sudden extinction Qf the 'bU.ff.alo ~C>;n.;.. 
ciden~-~~i.tli a reduction.'.of rations•·· The: official Indian report fdr i858" g~'!'e': · 
them 1~;300 souls, but. anoyherl·''estilria.te; quot'e"d by-·Ha.Yden· as ,having been/~~a· '..;, 
11unde_r.~:the most favqrable cir.eumsfa.nces 11 ·about. the, same ·timet "_'gives '-them·~·z~~~· 
vra,rri~.S,: and "6,720 .soula. lri · 1909·.::they w.ere.:officia.lly reported· ~o ;tunib~r :·:in 
a;l~ ·4t63_5,. v~:i.z: :Blackfoot a.ge'nct~· .Alberta, 795;. Blood :Agency, ~lbetta, T~;174f. 
Pieg~n agency~ Alberta, 471;· ~iackfoot .agency (P.iegan):, 'Montana.: 2,J.95. ";'·;·. c!.·· 

·!. . :. ,..... ' . . ·. ·. . . ·:. ' . '. 

/· :: · · Consult Grinneii, :&la.ckf~ot· ·:todge -~ales;· isg·2; Hayden, ·Ethriog~ :and Ph±to1:. 
~o •. Val~:~ :tsa2; Schultz, My-: Lif~ .. as:an Indian, ·,1907.; ··Wissier ·(l). i~ bntar:i:.~··,<: 1 

A,rcha.eql. •. Rep. 'for ·1905, :190.6',: (2) :in··.A.nthr~ Pap~ Am.· Mus.: Nat. ~-Hist.,· v., ·pt:~•" 
r<·l~~o~~~ :· ·... . ' .; . "'· :. ". ' ' : . ",; :,.-:'.:;'·';~: 

·******* .. 
i ' --( • ' .• ~ 

1 ,; : ! ', • YANKTON • 
. . ,, .·· ..... : ' ... ·. . . . . '· ' '. .. . . ~ 

. '11:< :~-!, '.,,.,: :';':,•,, ' ' ,"'1•· "·: o : 'I "' ' '• ' ' ,' ,, ,· • :•, .. ~ , • . ~ '."':'.' ·, 

:. '':··; 1 ~.:·'.Ja1*t'<?~.,:{J\·mnkc ,.•~c.~d, n ,:;t·qn,•~azr_t~yillage: u· "()rid vt~Iage"). "."Ono :Of ·~h~::/~E?:ven 
ir~a;r.y ,p..~~-l;siqn:s.~:·of '.thQ. :na.~ta,, :.coijst.ituting,. wi.th tho closely r~.latqd'·Ya~.·-~ 
to~;.·;,{tq~~~i:IB4;4'.4;.a·.::g.ro;tip, .•. · :J~:;,.·o·~i:·~~ors,ey·a.rr~~~~;~.:~~e ~~~~~;~~nib9:~ll .. _ .. ;~·f.R%~:'. 
~R-t;~~.~~~4c. ~<?i~~$ ~. )3~nte°.!',·. Y~qn~ : ~~~.011:.• :·~d ~s ~7.':1ib9~P:· . :tl,re ,Yap.;tp;pn, .. ~~:i.,a:t~:Q~l\i 

.. ;;:~~~~~~~-~~Pr~~~r,~l~p! ~~ 1_t~?:·.:X:~o~~~,:_,f:~r ~he .t~ro .. trib,c·~ :~~r~ ~he o~~~o~~~:;.9~.X::· 
r:-ne or:tlginal stem •. :·.Although ~~~·; ·.~e ~~o;n:·~wa.s.kriown::ep.r:li~I'. t~ ,r~~,9 .. ~:?!' 
it do~s.not follow that the 'M'arikton were the older tribe. Long (Exped1t1on.St. 
P,~~:~.~·;:~c~iv;~:r-:, I,. ~.7~·•:._rif~21.t ... sl?c.~?y:s -~~·:·t~e Ya~~~o~ o.s :P:~1~~ .. ~maa.:n.t~:/?f, ~17~~' . .,,!~ 
ltoMie ·. Tho Assim.boin ·. who. were an :offshoot· from the. Yan.ktona.:i. arc mentioned 

't·:·~s:hPtliJJflJ.~·~tj'.:ft/1tei'~tf't>n!1t 6'1/:1s4Cf ·. Ei·.:·Ei'·tTi:be • ... hen6~: .th~'•y~D.kttiria·~:' in:ds~·. -~i~: '..~.~~W 
~n~~*\t~lBQ·e· -as~a ~'tr:ilj8·r:;~b:tcilf:e~- t~~~ ·t.ime./"·~:irhis·:~ .. ~~cf::.~~~if~;s :a:s·'a.n· 1-~:~d. ·_.in\ta~d;. 

I ir~ ;~~ ';~~:;ra#.t'~n ·;oo·t~Y:,~.~~~r~~:~ 'atl~ ::~~~raP~,i.ef w~ : '~Ol'(eV¥,1'. ;: : thEI' ~,-:: ,' ~ ~ 
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in no respect :from· that of other bands encountered. They had then only a few 
gun~;:;,:_P~~P€;~g~Aer1aJl_y .. a:tjme4 _:w~th .'.P.ows and arrows, in .. the. use. of .. whicl~L thoy.·,did 

)lp;t.. a~~ax,,-.~s .expe:t;".;fi ~.~~;._~;he more •no.rtherly Indians.. Pik~:~describes them and . 
the .~a.n.Jq;p~i. ,as :n_ever statio~ry,. but, like the .Te.ton, as more erratic than 

:C?:the:r .s,;?ui.. ·· Lcv;is (1807.) estimated. their number at 700~. ·Pike (1807) esti- · 
mated the .. populatiQ~ .of the ·Yankton and Yanktonai ~t 4,300. The :Report 01~" " 

I.n~ian ~f~airs .for 1842 .. gives .the Yankton a. population of 2,pOO; in 1862 the,::: 
e,s~~imat.~. w~.~ · 3,poo; in 1867, 2,530;. in 1886; l, 776. Their present number is;-;-:. 
not: definit~ly. known, the Yankton and the Ya.nktonai being seemingly- confused · 

.. on the different. Sioux reservations. Most of the Indians under the Yankton, 
schpol , .. ~9t1;th '.pakota., a.re Yankton, and numbered in, all 1, 739 in 1909.. The~e 
wer~ also ab~u,t ,100 iinder .th~ Fort ,Totten school, North Dakota, a few unde~ the 
Crow Creek sch'.ooi, South Dakota, and a few under the Lower Brule school, 
South lhkota. The so-called Yankton on the Fort Peck Reservation1 Montana., are 
rea~ly Yali!tji_onai •. 

The bands as given by J. o. Dorsey (1878) are as follows: Chankute, 
Chagu., W~oin, Ibaisdaye, Wache'Wlpa, Ilmrun, Oy-ateshicha, and Washiclmn­
chincha. Oµl"Qcrtson (~ithsonian Report, 1850 •. 141, 185l)·mentions a "Band who 
dq ~ot co.ok,: 11 µ.nd another ~'Who eat no goese, n which cannot be ~dentified with 
any_ pf. these divisions; and Schoolcraft (Indian.:.Tribes, III, 612, 1853) in­
corr~ctly.makes Wa.hnaa.to.a the name .of one of th~ Yankton bai:ids. 

********* 

Y.ANKTONAI. 

Ya.nktona:i(ihn.llke ~nd, · tonwan village, na diminutive.; "littl~end . 
village."-Riggs). One of the seven primary divisions or subtribes of the . 
Dakot~, speaking. the same dialect as the. Yankton and believed .. to be the elder 
tripe., :j:Jong. evidently. obtained a tradition from the Indians, to this effect. 
The:.-first. ap:Parent reference to one of the tribes in which the other is not in­
cludeQ.' is ;that to the. Yankton by.T.a;1 s:~· in 1700~. It is.'.not until noticed by· 
Lew~§l .an~: Cla.rk. in 1804 that they reappear. : These ex:plorers ,state that they .. 
roved .on the .b..e~,9.wa.ters of the S~9ux, Jtllnes, and Red rivers·. The ~igration 
from their, e~st.~~ home, north of :Mille Lac, Minnesota, probably took pl~c~· ~~ 
the beginning :of.:the 18th.century •.. It is. likely that they follo.wed or ace~ 
pa.nie.d· ,the .. r:peton,. while, the Yankton turned more and more'. towar~ the southw~s~·· 
Lo~g::(ia23) ~peaks o:( .them as one of tho most impor.tcn~ 0£ the Dakota .tribes.; .. 
their ~ting-. ~oundn extending from Red River. to.the Missouri. W~ren (1855) 
giv.es ·as their. :habitat the country betw~en the James River and the J..lissouri, 
ext.~ndi:p.g as. f~r north a.s Devils Lake, ~d .states that ·they fought against .the 
U:Q.~ .. t~d States. in the War of 1812, and tnat· their. chief at that time went to:· ' 
England. ~t dqcs not appear. that this. tribe· took any. pa.rt in the Minnesota.'·.:­
massacre of 1862. In 1865 separate treQtios of peace were made with the United 
States by the t:rppor and Lower Yanktonai, bind.ing them to u~e their influence 
and power to prevent hostilities not only against citizens, but also between the 
Indian tribes in the region occupied or frequented by them. Subsequently they 
were gathered o.n reservations, th~ Upper l~nktonai mostly at Standing Rock. 
partly also at Devils !Ako, North Dnkota; ·jhe Lower Yanktonai (H~tina) 
chiefly on Orow Creek Roservation, South Dd}cota but part at Standing Rock Re~er­
vation, North Dakota, and some at Fort Peck\Reservation, Montana. 

Their customs and characteristics are those commo11 to the Dakota. Long 
(1823) states tbap they had no fixed residence, but dwelt in fine lodges of 
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::v;.~1~-r~~fed. and .decorat.e.d;·sldtts; .a.nd· frequented, ''for: ·the ·prirpose ·:of/faade;: >.': ., 

Like TraV.erse,:.Bj:g:Stdri.e Lake, ·~nd CJ;l.eyerihe"·:·Ri~er •. ;Tl?-~ir;\Sbiof, ~Wano.tan,:~ .. wor'e 
a;: splendid· cloak. of ··buffalo .·.'skins, dressed so: ~as·~ :to be· ~ ·fi'ne white color, . 
·which: was deeor.ated with tufts of owl feathers ·and oth.ers of various hues. His 
necklace ·was· fo.rmed o.f· about 60 claws of the griZzly bear, t!tnd· his· leggings,· 
jacket and mocca:s.ins. were . or' white skins p,rofusely· deco:ra ted with~ hUman 'hair' 
the l:J'.Occasins being :variegated ,.,i th :t;>li:unige .f'eom ·soveral ·bird.a.. In 'his hafr~ 
secur~d 1>Y a strip of .red ~10.~h,. ·he wore nine· s·ticks, neatly :cut· and smoothed 
and p.ainted. with .vermilion, which dosigj.W.t~d:~ 'the number of. gunshot wounds he bad 
rece·i'V'ed~ His hair was~pla.ited in two tresses, which.lnmg·forwa.rd; his fac·e 
was:painted with vermilion~ and in his :hand he carried a large r~n of turkey 
feathers.: : · · · · · · · . 

. . . 

The primary divisions of the tribe are Upper Yanktonai and Hunkpatina. 
These are really subtribos, each ~ving its organization. 

. .· .. ·. . . . . . . •, - .. . : \ . 
. :The first·. notice .of subdivis-ions is that by· 'Le.viis and Clark;· who mention 

t~e Kiyuksa,. Waziku.te, HUnlq>at·ina,. and the uh;tdentified .Hahatonwahna.,. Honeta­
parteenwaz, arid· Zaartar. Hayden (1862) mentions tho Hunkpatina, Pabaksa, and 
Wa.zi~te, and ·speaks of two other bands·,· one called. the Santee,: and probably 
not Yanktonai. ·J,;, O~ Doraey gives as sub'divisions·, whiph be calls gontos, of' 
the Upper Yanktonai; Wazikute, T3ld.n:i,, Shikshichena, Bo.kihon, Kiyuksa, Pabaksat 
and another whose name was not ascertained. His subdivisions of the Hu.nlcpatina 
a.r.e Putetemini, Shu11gikchelm, Tald1uhayu.ta, Sanon.a, Ihasba, J;teghu, and 
Pteyuteshni. English traslations of.·.inames. ·of bands of Yanktonai of which 
little else is known are 11 The band tbat wi~lies the life.ll and "The few that 
li,ved." · · ... 

, I· 

·
1 

:: .::The .pojnilatfon as ·given at different dates varies widely. : Lewis and' 
CI.,ark ~(1806-) .. estimate the men .at 500, equal: to a. to·tal of about 1, ?50; Lo~g 
.(1823) ,~· ~·;?OO; Report Indian Affairs. for 1842, 6,000; Warren in 1856, 6,400; · 
in;! 1867', .,49 500.; .. Indian .Affairs· Report for 1874:, 2,266; in 1885 returns· from····· 
t~.· agenc1es gav;Q _6,618, while. in 1886. the reported number was only 5,109 •. 

. The Lower.,.YanLrtonai, · or Hunkpatina,. are· chiefly under the Crow Creek school·, 
.So:u.tP, .. D§l.ko.ta., where, together .wi'th some .Lower. J3ru.J.e~, Miniconjou, and Two · 
Xo;t.tle.s,. they numbored ·1,019: in: 1909. There .are: other's under the ;Standing 
;ao:ck~Agency, North .. ·Da.kota, but .their ·number is· not separately c~umer~tee( •. : The 
Upper ,.,Yanktonai are chiefly: under the Standing Rock agency, and while the:1r ·. · · 
FUinbe.r .is ·no't separately reported~· there .are.: proba.b~y. about 3, 500. at this 
ple.ce •. The Pabaksa branch of the Upper Yanktona.i are under· -tbe·;Fort Tottcp ·: 
.pcpool, • l'l'orth Dakot~, .. 1Ju.t their: numbe.r. is: not knowno . Tho so-cD.lled "Yankton: 
Sio'!lX11 '."unde~ ·the F.ort··.Peck. agency~ :Montanat· are in reality chiefly.Yanktono.i• 
These,~ with several other, Sioux. tribes,. numbered 1·9082 in 1909. · · · 

;·: L.·.; ... 

: '. ·, ... . ·: 

. : .... ~ . 

' ~. ... . ". :. . . . . '' , .. ·, "'· ·,. ···.·· ·: .. 
.. 

.·. 

~ . . . 

:.i . . •• 1,' . aa . 
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,(E~c~rpt :from,1'tii~~:-~~~6~k: o;·.;Ainet~can. ~ndi~·~ Nq~·th'.. ·:. _· ....... _.·< 
of ~e~ico, }B~l~tin; 30;·)3Ureau 'o.f American. Et~o:lq'gy.;.:' i910.J.;.... .... 
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0
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I .:,/ ·:: ·• c.'.: ~~ ··,:'(~.>.· ... ,'. .:: 1. 

0

,,: ) •• ~··· ,' ~ :' •• ;~r .. ·~· .•. ;,·'.',I <"t':. '1 1',~·,!·"-:.: , ~ '•: ._ .:. .. ,:J'.:·:~~- .. ~··'.': 
.' !;: ~n i:irAp~_rtanJ .. : S;h9~,~9n:e·?n,, div.i.sioJ:l, _:·.+~l~-t~:d:. l~~~.is_t~c,a1~ly .. to :th.e ,~ai~~~.~ .• · _· ( 

Chemehuevi, Kawaiisu, · cµifi···:S.~"'lnoc.~~;. They .. for1n~r~~. qc.cupi.~1d . ~h~ ent~re .. P.entral . 
an~ w~ste_rn porti,0ns. o.:f Colora.~o a.nd the eastern portion· of· Utah, including · 
~h~ -.eas.:te:i;-n part ··of ;~~lt .~e:vap~~~:: and U~ah .. Vf.l.~1.~¥ . .-: O~. the 

1
sout.h ,they; extended 1 

in~o ,~evr ;Mexico . .: .ocoupy:ing: ~q~ .o:f .. , ~thf;) .upper ·d:raino.g~; ar.ea. o~ the ·s~~ .. Ju,ap..? . : 
They app~ar to.J'uwe .alw~~~ ;be~~· a .~az:liice. people,·:'..aiict. .~~r1y· c~e 1.~to_ .. ppsse&.-; . 

· si.on :o~::llorse.~· •. "
0

Y1h;i.cP,: in·~ensAf'i~d th~~.j:- · aggressiv,er ~l:!ara.cter, 'Non~· of t:q:~ ·_tribes 
pr8i-cti.s.~.d agricµltn:re. : V.$..ry:·'.l1:ttle~ is.,knpw11 of .t:hei.r so~".ial an~t po.li-t1cai::· · · .: 
.orga111zation,-. al though the· seven .. :t.lte. :1iribes·i of Utah weie a.,t one'.· ·t'ime o.rganiz.e.CL 
in~o ... :~ ·. conf ~q.e~o.cy- un4er 6]1.'i~f- .T~bby:· (~aivd) ..... Dialectic· diff~re~~es exist·:·:·:hi 
th~.·1~~1gllp.~e., bµ.t .these do :nc»t app~ar. ·:~9·/ba· gr,e,at' '~d ~·~pbabl.Y pre~ent.ed · 1:~t~i~. 
diffi'qµl~y<t.o int.~~course ~e.tueen .the . sev~r~l, band:s or g~graphical. ."~odies •. . · 

. In).th,e. ~cirt.~~.r~ .part .of th!3ir ... ra.r.ige; in ·.UtalJ.·; they_ app~a~ .. to have. become ?O,n.sid­
~.r~'bly ·i~~e~ixed. by.. mo.~r.ia.g~ ·w~:th:their ,Shoshoni, Banno·ck, and .Pa.iute kindr~d~. 
an~ on· ~he:·sou~h )vi th t~e Jic~rilla;'Ap~che"~ · ..... ·.: · · ·· ·' 

I "::··,~·Tl?-~ _fi~st treaty. ,v(i t~ .the_ Ute~ ·one of peace .,and amity, was conclµd~-~" ·: · ... 
Dece~~~;' JO, .1.849· •. :Sy Ex;~cutive. order of ·oct61?~.r· 3, H~61, Uintah iralle.y w~S.· "· :, 

. sej~- ap~rt:. ;f.ci~ .. th~~· Uinta. ttipe ap.d. ~he' rer!lt.l.inder of the land claimed .by th;em . 
WO.~ tak~:n ,wi::th9;tit. f,ormai:.p1J._rchase~ "By t'r·e~ty o,f .Oc,tlober 7' · 1~63,' the Ta~e_..:;i · ... -"' 
~cAe vter~· ~·~.s·;i.g~l',ed a. r~serv:.a.tio:n aI?.d .the'r ~emainder 

0

of their. lanctwas · ·ced.eq. ', ·,· .. 
to:· the)O'nited Sta.te.s. On ~May ·5,. 1864,. various re~eryes, .. esto.blish.ed i~ ·185.6:· . 
anp. 1859 

1

by Indian agents,. were ·o'rdered vacated and sold. :Sy .. "treaty "of .Ma:rch 
' ?' l. 1~68, a. z:~.serv;~Hon for the Tabegt1£1.che, Moache, Capote, Wiminuche, Yar!iPa.', · 

f'-ranc1 .B,i\r:~e:c;·~ :"O:inta;, . and other: bo.µ.ds, J'lb.s crea. t.ed in,. Col·o ;ra.do an~ the, reIIll).inder 
.9~! theirhlP.nds .. :t;'elinquis.hed;·>1tt;tt. by" o..gi7E3ement :of ·septe~ber· 13,:-1.s73,. a par:t .. 
9( th~'3:· !·lj·f3,aex:vati_on· was' Cf:)de'd t()'. the .. Vnit,eq. s'tatos •:· Vliten it W~B. fo~4 t~t, _. 
~ .parlt-ioil.~of ,th~s las .. t '.cess:i._cm was in~iuded 1n ·the.:Unconipahgre. :vall~y;, the .. 
part".:.~.o.:,:~~cludeq \vo.s ·re:troceded. to th,e-..Ut.e ·by. ·E.xecutive, ·Order of August 1-7, , . 
l·Su6·.: .. ·::·:a~! Executive _order of· .November '22, 1_s75,· ·the Ute r~serve.tion 1 was ·~nl~rg_ed. 

·. '$~t·. thi~ i1a4dittoi?.al .trac~· ':Was re'storeid ~to the publip domain by. o.rder .of J\.~s.t,.' 
,. .. ¥,)r~l-~.S?·~. t~Y ~c.t. o.f .·June 18, .1.87S~ ·a ·po.rtion of. the act o~ .May 5, t,664.,. w~s · 
.. i:f<epe.~1:~dd~c:1: s~.v.er~l .. trac.~s 'i:q9lud.ed in the resE!rvntions .~hereunder :·estGl-b~.i.~}le.c1 
/. f~re:~::re~t.~rc;ld. t~ the public .dolllD.in. Under a.greement of. ;N~y~mb.er 9, 1·1~78, ~he . 
. : 1lop.¢q,e, j·,qap9 ~€?, -~d Wiminu,ghe -ce(J.ed. their "r~gh:t t.o th~ aq¢.e,dera.t~~ ;_:qte Res.er-

ra,t-1'~i1?-:.:?e.~t-~Q~~sh:ed by :the .1~6S trep.ty, ·_the .. Un~ ted Sto.~es· o:gr~~ing t~_ esta.blJsh · 
. ~)ref:(er.y~tion·;::for them· .on ·sa.n J~.k~ ·Riyer, ·:which wo.s d.o~e ~Y.- Execut~ve o~de~>o:f 
,epriuvryil;"Tit" · ],879• · On ~rch 6,· 1S8Q, ~he S.Qu~harn Ute- and :t11e Un~ompal:igre .... 
hck:no\7ledged an··agreement to settle. resnectively on La Plata River and on the 
J '.; r . ~ • "· 

~
~and ne~r the mouth of the Gunnison, ~hile the White River Ute agreed to move 

\ o,· the Uinta Reservation in Utah. Sufficient agricul ttlral land not being " 
·i IJ o,und a.t !·the :point designated as the £ut'\].l'e home of the Uri.compahgre, the 
·1~1; r~es].denr, by E~ec~tive order ~f ~anuri.ry .. 5. 18S2, established a reserve for 

i.· ,, , • I 
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The South~rn.~ Ute. i~nsls in Colorado were in part subse.quently allotted 
in . ~e.~~r~l ty, .ai\~··· o~~ .~~'r~~:.: t)f)~~9'·;·:'.:. 5·~3' 079. acres· were·· 'op~ne~: to. 'set tl.?o~nt, 
the rernainder· (4S3~·75o·o:cres)·';b-e1ng ·roto.ined·as a reservation.for the Wir.unuche. 
A. ~arge .. part of the Uinta. valley. reservo.ti~m. in Utah has also been allotted in 
severalty, more than a million acres set: asid.a· as forest and other reserves, 
and more than a million acres oore opened to homestead entry; the residue 
(179,194 ~ores under recl~.mation) is unallotted and unreserved. Of the 
Uncob.t>ahgre :Re.servatio·n::· ~h" tJtdh/ 12~ ~o ·o.cre1scha.ve .been· allotted and the rer:ia.in-

, • - ': ,, ." • ' " . . . , .• ' ... , . ., . • .••.• ,.... • ' • ,•t ., ' . • ' 

dei;- res.t;o·r~d .to-·th~.publiC:· P.omatn··by ·act· of June· 7, ·1s97. .. . 
. I '. '. ' ... : . . . . .· • . . .. : . . ::! : . · ..• ' . . : • : . . .. : , : 

.:.;.:.'·:I · '. Vari~uS·_. ntune~icai estir:iates of the Ute' ha11e been· mo.de· fr-Jfa tirae· to tine·, 
but,,. th~y ·a.r·a· ·gan_erally:· unr·eiiable. The re·stless character of· these Indians · . : : 
,a.n4-,. :tl:ieir uiifr.ien9,l~r spirit ·hD.va· rendered a correct" census ·or ·even a fair·· ·" 
es~i~t.~_ '.iopossible.' .. ~foT.:ie .. er:itir.fu,.tes have 'included m.~ny Paiuie, ·while· otbe!:rs ·· ·. ::. 
have .. i~1cluded ''only· a· portion· of . the Ute: proper, so'· that the. figures have · : · : :· .. 
vafte~'froc J,000 ~~ l'O;opo·~ ·Ali, estiLlato. of 4,000"for the year 1S70·uould· · ... 
pro.b_~ply b~ \ii thin. safe bo1:Ulds. It '·is not likely that· the combined numbers of 
th~ s1evera~ ·Ute pal-ids. eve~ exceeded 10, 000. The official' reports give 3 ,391 
as_,;,~.l,i; .thE'.· .. ~.everal. re·~~·rvations tn. l8S5; •. '. and 2, 014 ·in 1909. They have been · · ·; 
.c~~:ss·~d ·as :follovis: 'Cap6'tf3:; cw~lUmbah/Xosuna.ts, Moache, Pahvant, PikakwanaratS. 
S~pe~, Se-uvarits·, ·T~.begi.,ache, T:!.mpaiava.ts,_ Ui.nta, ·'.W:iininuche. Yampa. :Accor-«iing. 
to; Hrdlicka the three divisions now recognized by the Ute are ·Tabeguaehe or ': 
Unqompahgre, Xavia.wach or White· Riv~r Ute, and Yoovte or Uinta. Sogu.p and 

: · ! . Yu~i.uhcariri· ·are :.giyeri·:as .the 'nan1es ·a:r f'ormE)r ·band's. Mos-t· of the···di·visiona.1 
i na.tiies) ha:ve becom~ obsolete, ·a~ least in official.':.z.eports' 'and the iute on the .. 

; : ! 

J j.: . :· ' " . 

. several. ~es'erva.tions a.re now classed· :Un.d'er colle'ctive terms •. These with their.: 
nmhbers>i~ t909, · were as follows·: Wiminuche under the Fort Lewis· school, .... 
Colo/,. r~~·f ·cap'ote ·and 'Moa.c:he untler ·the Sou.the.rn Ute ·school;.· Co:io-., J52r . · · · · 
Vi~:t;a'. :.(41+)), 'unc~nipahgr~ .(469)·, and ·White ·River Ute :°(296) unde·r the Uintah · · 
an4 . Ouray '· age.ncy , ... Vtah .' . · .. ; ·: . . · . 
l ' ! : . ' -. ~· ;, . . . . . ' . 

: F · ;:·:· :in Ju:(y, .. 1879,,: aboti:t · 10·0. men" of· the""\'flii.te River a.gQncyf·-·0010., · roa.Ined · · : · 
tr~m·:.·thei~:res.ervatio.n · int·o ··southern Vfyo11l~ng to h~t.. Dnt'ing/tnis time ... s·ome " .· 

. to test's· ~.w.er'e ··f.ired hy railwey .tfexrien~· ·reSul ting ·in-' great'. lass <of timber,· and ".· · 
t j - \. l . . . ... : ' ; ,' c ~ • • • • • • : • ' ' 

. ~allixrg_ ·forth co~laint against the Indians. who· were· ordered to remain hence-· 
: '. :i •• fotth:"o:n \theit re:servation. ' In s'ent·ember t.he ·agent,· Meeker; was assaui ted ·: 
J J· ¥,¥,~~f~~~. ~pa~r9:1 wfth -~"~atty. chief; :and .·racp.1i:)sted ·inili tacy· aid; ·~h~ch ·wa~ . · 
.1,.! .' .~±~~~~~-· · 1 : 1··pr.~er~· we·~_e-_-_la~~r 'is~t.u~.d for the· .~.trest of· ~he I~diahs· charged ~w.i ~h· . 
: 

1 
:, the. ~e:eenrt· ·f9rsat fire~, ·a:nd Maj~· ''Tho.rnburgh was ·sent wi·th a 'force of.· 190 men. · 

:1: :; $ti~~4pti.~€.~:tb.~. ~ut·cfome,. ;:~.He:· Indians procu!'.ad.· ~uriftio~ from neighboring traders 
i a.n!· 'in.fo·tfu.!3d:.t~e··'.agerit :. thn.t: the"appearance of the troops would be regarded al:l:;·:: 
J.n+ad:t:·:·.ofP\far·.<. On>"S'eptember 26 Thornburgh ts ··aatachment was' ambushed, and-.!theiJ:: 
t ~.·I~:· ~ ... ~ ...• • •,·-1 . '· ·--, •.. : . • • •. ' ... ·- • • • • I 

:t.~'.4'-delr~·~11,a 13 .men .:Yt.er~ lCilleCl • .';The command foll bO:ck. On'·Octobe~. 2 ·a. company 
bfW°c~.Y.O::tcy,''·arrived: and. 3 de.y~· ·1ater Gol. Merritt' ·with 600 \troops r'811clied the 
~c·en~ • .. : ·-:Alt· ·or··:near'. the agency the bodtes ef ·Meeker and T .employees were fo:und;,·: 
I.:'.·,~ '. !> .··. . . . ' ". . . . . •,' :· .. '. 
l · ~: lli. : . .. .·. . : ' . . . .:. 
! : ' 

;,, 

I -·~·-· ·r· : : ~·_:< 
I : . ·. '.. 

.:.·· 1.'. . : .·. .· ... . : ; 
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fl.ll but one of the agency buildi1tgs __ had been rifled &J.d b11r11ed. The conflict 
,__,/ was. sqon ended, ma.inly through. t!'ie p~t\cofilJ. at ti ti.tde and .influence of chief 

i . 

.. i 

Ouray. 

In the summer of 1906 about 400 Ut~, chiefly of the White River band, 
left their allotments and the Uintah Reservation in Utah to go to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation, South. DaJ.tota, there to enjoy o.n unrestricted communal life. They 
made the journey leisurely, ai1d although no depredations were committed on the 
way, settlers became alarmed. Every peacef1u effort was made to induce the 
absentees. to return to Utcll, but all excepting 45, who returned home, remained 
9bdurate, and afte~ having been charged with petty thefts while in Wyoming, 
the matter was piaced under the jurisdiction of the War, Department, troops were 
sent to the scene in October, and the Indiana accomptl-nied them pea.ce;fu.J.ly to· 
Ft'i Meade. South Dal~ota, in November. ~n the following spring (1907) arrange­
ments· were made whereby. the absentee Ute v1ere assigned 4 townsh·ips of th~ 
Cheyenne River reservation, South Dakota, which was leased by the Government, 
at ithe expense of the Ute P-4U1Uity fund, for 5 years. The Indians were removed 
in lJu..Tl.e 'to their new la.11ds, '\"!here they remained m1til the followin6 Ju:.ie 
(19,08), when, at their o\m request, they \7ere returned to their old home in 
Ut~, arriving there _in October, 
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: .·· .:Ol;le: .of .. the·: ~.outh~·!.~_..trib~~: ~·:f .-~t~e shO:~.~~.n~~ · s:to~,i~~·=:~·~q::.th~:.o!.!l.Y .on.a ... .-:··~: 
of t~~ ;:group 1iv~.r,igr ell:~i=:r;.~;J..~ :Q~n ... t*1~.i·p~ainE?.; ·'< mwi~::l.:~t~'P·~Ef=p,nQ:. t~f}4i-:~i.o.n;;;: :. ~· 
sh?wc!~hat .they,:.a!:~ a compa1~atri:vE}lY\.~.~¢e~t :9f~shQpt.· fkol;il ;:tlJ:~ .. ::.sho,sho·Iµ·.·of ;.;.': ·.~:·,:·::: 
Wyom~1:J.g~: ·both_. .. tribe.s .. speak~;ng'.~P!aq~ic.~;L,y .·:1ihe -same\.O:i.ruec·t':,anQ:;.·.::qh:til v.er-y ·•· .· .... ·:, 
repe:ritly, keeping up constant and frien.diY: .. com.11m1~c.&t:i.op.~ .. _:~:·W,i.t:Pi:ri.·.;·~~~'.·.'trp.~: .. ':.~ ··: .. 
di~iOllal'Y period the two tribes lived adjacent to each other' in southern 
W;yoming, since which time the· Shosiloni have bee11 beaten back into the mountains 
byi the Sioux and other prairie tribes, while the Comanche have been driven 
st~adily southward by the same pressure. In this southerly migration the . 
Penateka seem to have preceded the rest of the tribe. The Kiowa say that 
when they themselves moved southward from.the 3lack :ulls region, the .Arkansas 
was the northern boundary of the Comanche. 

In 1719 the Comanche are mentioned under their Siouari na~e of Padouca 
as living in what i1ow is weste::m Kansas. It mi.lst be i .. emembered that ;from 500 
to ;800 miles was an ordinar-cf ran.ge for a prair!e tri"be and that the Comanche 
we:?;"e equally at home on the Platte and in the Balson de Mapimi of Ohihualru.a • 
.A.s llate as 1805 the 11J"o1·th Platte was still known as Fadouca fork. At that 
~ime they roruned 0v.er the country about the heads of the Arkansas, Red, 
~inity, and Brazos rivers, in Colo:Fado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. For 
~eS,.rly .. two centnries they were a.t war with the Spaniards of Mexico and ex-
~e*ded their raids far dovm into Durango. They were friendly to th~ .&~ericans 

· g;e~erally, but became bitter enemies of the Te:rans, by whom t~1ey were dis­
Pio sse.ssed ·of tl1eir best hunting grounds, and carried on a relentless war 

.. ~g~inst them for nearly forty yea::."s·. They have been close confederates of 
~h~ Kiowa. ~ince about 1795. In 1835' they rJade t~1eir first treaty with the· 
.qo~ernment, a11d by the treaty of Medicine Lodge in 18617 agreed to go 011 their 

.' ~s~~gµed :reservation between Washita and Rec't ·rivers, so\.1th...,estern Ol:lal1oma; but 
jjt .\was· not until after the last outbreak of the souther:i.1 prail"ie tribes in 

: ~8~4-75 .. that they and t~1eir allies, the Kiowa and .Apache, finally settled on 
:iJ

1
t.; ~ey ·were probably neyer a lax·ge t':i:ibe, al thou.gh supposed to be populous 

;o\n !account of their wide range. Within the last fifty years they have been 
· ~er:ribly ihasted by war and disease. They num"oer.ed 1,400 in.1904 attached to 
I ~he Kiowa i agency, Oklahoma. 
: I • 
i I 

• i ! I 
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~e Comanch~ were nomad buffal.o:. ~unter¢~ constantly on the m~ve, cul-. 
ti'vating little from the gro.und;:· a?d:"l~ivi·ng ~n·. skin tipis.. They were long 
no:ted as the finest horsemen: of the plains and bore a reputation for dash and 
Courage. They ha<tTe a high sense Of honor and hold themselves superior to . the 
other tribes with which they are assoqiated. In person ~hey are well built 
and rat~r corpulent. T'.aeir language is t~e trade language of the reg:ton. and. 
is more or less understood by all the: neighboring tribes.. It is sonorous and 
flpwing, its chief characteristic being a rolling r. The language has. several 
dialects .. , . -

.. . . . . .... •' 

The gentile system ·seems to be unknown among the Comanche. They have, 
ori s~ill remember, twelve recognized·· divisions or bands and ma¥ have had others 
in: fo~riner times. Of these all but five are practically extinct. The Kwahari 
and P

1

enatelr..a are the most important. Following,. in alphabetic order is the 
co~l.ete list as given by their leading chiefs: Detsanayulta or Nolr...oni; 
Di~sal-:..ana.~: '.Widyu, .. Yapa, or Yamparika; Kewatsana; Kotsai; Ko.tsoteka; Kwahari 
ori Kw.clladi';~:Mo tsai; Pagatsu.; Penateka or .Penande; .Po hi (adopted· sho·shoni); 
Taflima; ··~Tenawa or ·:;r'enahwit; .W~;b~ .. In addition .;fo .these. the following have·· 

· also [qeen:mentiop.ed by writers as Comanche c;1.iv5.sions: : Guage-johe, .Ketahto; ,, '· . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
Xwa~i,. ·Muvinab6;I'.-e,. ·1tauniem, .. Parkeenaum.. .. i, . ... ... . .. 
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CUSTER BATTLE GUNS 

·The middle gun "was used by Spotted ·wolf, a 
Ch eyenne I ndian , in k ill ing soldie1·s at Custer's !ast 
batt le . June 25. 1876. It is Sharpe's model 1852. 
br!'ech-loacl('r, single-shot. Relic obtained from 
Spot led 'Vo H's daughter , in J 927. 

T h e four other guns were taken b~· Cheyenne 
n·a niors from Custe r soldie rs killed at the L ittle 
Bighorn battle. They a r e Springfie ld m.ocl e l 1873 , 
brl'ech-loRder, single shot . 

SKETCH 
OF 

CUSTER 

STORY . 
THE 

BATTLE 

Copyright 19 33 

By Thomas B. Marquis 

'.l'HE BASIS OF THE WARFARE 
The t r eaty of 1 86 8 settled the Northern Cheyennes, the North ern A rapa­

hocs a nd variOliS Si oux tribes on resHvations in Dakota T erritory. The Cro-:v 
reservation's eastern boundary was fixed at t h e 107th merid ian ot longitude, 
which runs north-south about t wen ty m iles east of the pres ent Custer battle ­
f•ie ld monument. Between that line a nd the Dakota r eservations was about 
140 miles. 

That unoccupied r egion, 140 miles east-west and from the Yellowstone 
river at the north to the North P latte' river at the south, was to be a hunt­
ing ground f or a ll Indians, w ith all whites exclud ed . All w en t well until 
1874, when the Custer cavalry expl ored t he Black Hills countr y, particularly 
where d welt the Norther n Cheyennes and Ogallala Sioux. Gold was discov­
ered by prospectors w h o accompanied the military fo rce. Their r eports 
brought mine1·s in droves. The I ndians protested. Soldiers wer e sent to kee;:> 
out the whites. But t h e in vasion continued. 

The friction caused th e government to change t he reservation location i;>i,. 
of those India ns. Some accepted the change, but many ot the ousted people"' 
went instead to the hunting lands. M embers of var~ous othe r Sioux tribes 
went also, in "sympathetic strike." · 

A year later it was decided to compel all Indians In the treaty hunting 
lands to qt.iit hunting there and to stay on the reservations. It was orde red 
that all I ndians found off their resen·ations after January 31, 187 6, would be . 
fought by Un ited States soldiers. But the Indians felt they had a treaty 
rig h t to be In the hunting lands, wJ1ere they wer e not bothering any white 
people- no white people there for tl?em to bother. So our side claimed the 
Indians thus b rought on a w a r. 

SOLDffiRS JN THE FIELD 
Three small armies of our solJ.iers w ere assembled early in 18 76 to go 

after those Indians. G eneral George A. Crook or ganized a t F o rt Fetterman, 
' ¥yarning. Colonel John Gibbon head ed a combrination of Fort Sh a w , Mon ­
tana, infantrymen, and Fort Ellis, Montana, cavalrymen. G en e ra l Alfred H. 
Terry ha d . a few com panies of Infantry and the entire r egiment of Sevent h 
cavalr y, from Fort Abraham L incoln, Dakota. Under Te1Ty was Lieutenant 
Colonel '. George A. Custer as commander of t h e Seventh cavalry. 1 

T e r ry, Crook and Gibbon had been Major Generals during the civil w ar. 
Custer had been a Brigadier General, w.ith a brevet ranlc of Ma jor General. 
The a rmy shrinkag·e after that w~r set back all of the high officers to the 
stated ranking in 187 6. ' 

'l'he first 1876 clashin g of red and b lue-r ed-painted warriors and blue­
u n iformed soldiers- was on March 17. Early that morning the Crook forces 
attack ed a Northern Cheyenne camp on the west side ot Powder rive r, near 
the present Moorhead, Montana. A few kHlings on each sid e. The Indians 
fled, and the soldie rs burned the vacated tepees and their contents. T he 
same army, bu t considerably en larged, were met on June 17, on upper R.o~e­
hn<l c reek, by the warriors of all tht· tribes at that time. They fought mo~t 
of the day, when Crook retr eated towa rd his base in Wyoming. 

•.r11e Gil>bon army arrived on th.e Yellowstone valley early In April. They­
mOYl'd ;::-rad un.lly down t h <.' valley from day to clay. From the north s ide of 
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the Yellowstone they saw various parties of warriors on the south side, but. 
there was no serious encounter. The Gibbon men watched and waited for 
Terry and Custer to .come from Dakota. 

The Dakota column left Fort Lincoln on May 17. Arriving at the mouth 
of Powder river, they established a military base and left their infantrymen 
there to guard it. Custer and bis cavalry regiment marched on up the south 
side of the Yellowstone. Just below the mouth of Rosebud creek, at noon 
of June 21, they encamped. The Gibbon army was waiting encamped just 
across on the north side· of the Yellowstone. 

The steamboat Far West, loaded with supplies, wa.s there. Terry. Gib­
bon, Custer and some subordinate offiC'ers used this steamhoat as a ferry for 
exchanging visits in conferences. Terry, the highest ot'ficer there, outUned 
what should be done. The Gibbon army should go back up the Yellowstone, 
cross to its south side and march up the Bighorn and Little Bighorn rivers. 
The steam boat should follow these streanis as far as it could go. Custer 
should lead his Seventh cavalry Uli the Rosebud valley on a broad Indian 
trail discovered there by Major Reno and some scouting troops. Terry's idea 
was to get the Indians between the two armies and thus compel armed con­
mct. He and. all of the other officers were worried by a fear that the In­
dians would escape without a battle. 

Leave the Gibbon-Terry-Custer soldiers at the mouth of the Rosebud 
while the thoughts center upon. ..Where were the Indians?,. 

THE INDIAN MOVE'MENTl'S 

The war began when Crook fougbt the Cheyenne camp- at the forks or 
Powder river, March 17. The Cheyennes fled northeastward, arriving thl'M 
days later at the camp of Crazy Horse and his Ogallala Sioux. A few days 
afterward the two bands wt:nt to the camp of the Uncpapas, where Sitting 
Bull was the chief. A council was held. The result was an alllance of the 
three ballds. . 

The three t1·ibal bands moved northward· in the region east Of lower 
Powder river. Other bands joined them, until. there were six separate tribal 
ca.mp circles in the aggregation of Indians. These were the Cheyennes, the 
Ogallala Sioux, Uncpapa Sioux, Minneconjoux Sioux, Sans Arc Sioux and 
Blackfeet Sioux. A few other Indians were mingled with these. All tra,·­
eling together, they turned to go westward. Each tribe had its own cbiefs, 
each had its own separate camp circle in the group of them, each had its 
sptclal place in the column on the march. Chiefs from the dUferent tribes 
met" at times ln genera.I councils. On such occasions Sitting Bull was con-

' sidered the leading chief. 
'l'h~ arrived on lower Rosebud creek ten or twelve miles southeast ot 

the present town of Forsyth, about May 19. Scouts from the Gibbon army. 
north of the Yellowstone, saw the Indians at this first camp on the Rosebud. 
One of those scouts was Thomas H. Leforge, a white man belonging to the 
Crow Indian tribe. In the book, .. Memoirs of a White Crow Indian," he tells 
of this inddent and of many other incidents of that summer of warfare. In 
the book, ~·A Warrior Who Fought Curter, .. an old Cheyenne Indian tells the 
Indian side of the entire campaign. 

The Indians moved on up the Rosebud, camping and hunting along the 
. way. The hunters saw soldiers near the present Sheridan, Wyoming. The 
Jn<lians, then in camp near th~ present Busby village, decided to go west to 
the Little Bighorn valley. On the way they camped at the forks of the 
stream we know as Reno creek, that camp's site being about 13 miles south­
east from Custer ba.ttlef~eld. From there all the warriors rode out at night 
20 or mo1·e miles southeastward and fougl1t General Crook and his soldh'\l'R 
all day of .Tune 1 7, compel11ng those soldiers to retreat. 

On .June 18 the Indians moved and set up their six camp circles on tl1e 
Little Bighorn. That camp site ls about five miles up the valley from wh~re 
Custer found them a week later. The plan was to go up the Little Bighorn 
valley, but it was changed to go down the valley, for setting the camps at 
tbe mouth of the. Little Bighorn while the bunters went across to the W\•st 
sicle of the Bighorn river and kllled antelope from tl1e vast herds thC'y had 
seen there. 

On June 24 the combined tribes moved the first five miles of thf'ir 
planned journey down the Little Bighorn. The Cheyennes, in the lcacl as 
thtlY bad becu in all the marchlngs of tile tl"ibes, located tbPlr camp circl~ 

about two miles north of tbe present Garryowen railroad station. The Unc­
papas, always traveling at the rear of the procession of tribes, located. them­
selves just northe.ast of the present Garryowen. The other four tribal Ca.mp 
circles and the extra unattac:hed bands took positions between the twd end 
camps. Practically all of the lodges ln the great combined camp were fam­
ily lodges. During the preceding weeks of travel there had been additions 
almost daily. The total number of Indian men, women ·and children DOW ln 
the camp was about 12.000. 

CUSTER ON THE TRAIL 

Now shift the thoughts back to the soldiers: Custer and his S-eventh 
cavalry regiment left the mouth of the Rosebud about noon on June 22. 
His force consisted of about 675 m~n. including civilians and Indian scouts. 
.The Indians with him were 80 Arikaras he bad brought from Dakota. and 
six Crows transferred to him by Gibbon. Mitch Bu·oyer also was detached 
from Gibbon and attached to Custer, as a. guide. He was a half-Sioux liv­
ing with the Crows,. and he knew well this Montana region and the ways of 
all the Indians in it. 

The cavalry march up the Rosebud was continued until the night of 
Saturday, June 24. Late that afternoon it was learned the Indian trail they 
were following turned westward to the Little Bighorn. The soldier camp 
was t:iet up nortb of the present Busby school, exactly 22 miles east from 
Garryowen railroad station. After darkness had come, Custer decided to 
break camp and go on following the trail. During the night the cavalrymen 
went al~ost to the crest of the divide. There they stopped to a.wait day­
light. and further investigation. They did not know then that Crook had 
fought those Indians on .June 17. about ten miles south of the trail that wa.s 
being followed. 

At daylight on Sunday, June zs. Custer was out wit·b some of hls scouts 
trying to discover the Indian camps on the Little Bighorn valley, From 
high points of observation the camp location was seen. Custer retuJ:"ned. to 
the matn body of troops. Upon hiEZ return he was informed that some hos-
tile Indian scouts had seen the soldiers, that the hostiles had been shot at. 
and that they had fled out of sight. Custer called a conference of officers. i'oi:. 
He stated to th~m his plan had been to rest a day in the hllls and make W 
the attack early in the morning of the 26"th, bi.it this unexpected discovery 
of them by the In<lians made it necessary to attack without delay; a.S a 
wait until the next day surely would result ln the escape of the Indians. 

He divided his regiment into four groups soon after they crossed the, 
crest of the low range of hills. He led a battalion of five troops .. Major 
Reno w-as put at the head of a battalion of three troops. Captain B~nteen 
was given command of three troops. The 12th troop was put under the 
command of Captain McDougal and escorted the pack train of mules bring­
ing up the rear. 

Benteen and his three troops wei·e sent aside to the southward, to search 
for whatever Indian camps might be found there. Aboiat two mlles from 
the Little Bighorn Custer sepal'ated himself and his five troops from Reno. 
He ordered Reno to go straight ahead, cross the Little Bighorn river, then 
go down the valley for a eharge upon the Indian camps. Custer and his five 
troops turped and went over the hills to the northward. evidently .wtth the 
intention ,of attacking the lower end of the camps. 

Major Reno did as he was ordered-m-ossed ·the LltUe Bighorn tq its 
WC'st side and made a dash down the valley toward the Indian ciunps. : He 
bad not gone far, though, when it became plainly apparent that. there were 
n. great many more tepees and mor:.e Indians on that valley-than had been 
seen from the high hUl view points. A long row of high bluirs and· a tull 
leafage of tall cottonwood trees had hidden them from view. But their war­
riors swarmed into view as he and his men rode in - that·~ direct.Ion. ---He 
judged-and judged wisely, according to the men under him who . lived 
th rough it-that his· charge had better. be changed into a.. defense action. 

The Reno men were dismounted· and were spread. out along a. sklrmis'1 
1ine to shoot in defense while lying flat on the ground. The move served tp 
ch~k the- Indlan·-onrush; -In··a few mlnutes;thoUgh,···a.s more arid. more. ot 
thP red warriors on their. swift ponies kept coming, the soldiers were crowded 
into a timber thicket. After· some further defense there, Reno ordered Jils 
men to mount their ·horl!EiS for going elsewhere, as it \VaS beco1ning '."ap·pa:rent 



they would be overwhelmed by the Increasing numbers ot Sioux and Chey­
enne warriors. 

The move of the soldiers to get away from the Indians became at once· 
a pantc·ky .flight, every man for himself. Their horses were tired, from the 
long marchings of the pre~eding few days and from the dash toward the 
camps tn beginning the fight. The Indian ponies were fresh and lively. 
The warriors thronged right behind the soldiers, beating them, stabbing 
them, shooting arrows and bullets into them. The ranks of the white men 
were rapidly depleted during the few minutes of the race toward the river. 
About a third of them dropped out-killed, wounded or merely dlvlng into 
the brush for personal hiding. The remainder of them got across the river 
and to the top of a hill at its east side. There they took a stand for de­
fense. But, to their astonishment, not many Indians followed them all the 
way to tht! hill, and even these few soon left in a racing of their poni<'s 
down the valley and out of sight. 

THE MILITARY TRAGEDY 
General Custer then was 36 yea.rs and 6 months old, 6 feet tall, weight 

170, and sandy-complexioned. Mentally and physically be was a package of 
incessantly popping explosives. A West Point graduate, 1861, in the civil 
war he wc;>rked up to Brigadier General, with Major General brevet. In 
1866 he commanded a division In Texas. In 1867 he was made Lif'uti>nant 
f'olonel and active leader of the new· SeYenth cavalry, which chased Indians 
on the southern pI:iinR in 1867-68-69. In 1873 he and bis regiment we1·e 
located a.t Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory. 

Custer's course of travel after be left Reno has been in controversy 
among students of the Little Bighorn affair. Some ·declare a belief that he 
followed down a broad coulee-now known n.s Medicine Tail conlee-ancl 
1·eached the river ford just north of the bluff promontory on the ea.st stde o! 
the stream and immediately a.cross from the Cheyenne camp circle on ftJ.1 
west sl<'le. This theory supposes that the Ind.fans met him at the ford, re­
pulsed him, and that he retreated gradually and in order to the battle ridge. 
There he made a stand, and the Indians surrounded him. -

A d~t'fer<'nt Idea as to Custer's approach has been gai~ed by the preRf'nt 
~·rlter, n-orn conferenct's with many veteran warriors who fought these sol'­
dlers. All of the veteran warriori-;, without exception and w-ithout appea.r­
an"e of doubt .. declare positively that the soldiers were not in Medicine Tail 
r.oulee and were not at any time. near the ford. The Cheyennes, from their 
<'nmp position, saw thE>t troopers about two miles out eastward and !novin~ 

. along a h-igh ridge there. Some of their warriors, with a few Sioux, went 
out there and exchanged long-distance shots with the soldiers. The march­
ii:tg cohimn's first turn toward the river was from the high ridge to the lower 
r1dge where the battle took p~ace. By the time the Custer men reached thiR 
battle ridge there were too many Indians at their front for a· charge to be 
carried out further toward the river ford and the camps. 
. ·It rn~ have been that Custer got confused as to the best course for him 

to arl'ive il.t the camps, or it may have been that he <lesfgnedly remained at 
a. rlistance; expecting thns to entice the warriors out to him and nfford RPno 
a better. opportunity to work at the south end of the camps. Anyway, there 
was a disconnection.. Every indication is that the Reno men were repulsed 

· and in wild flight before the beginning of the Custer engagement. -When the 
Indians left the Reno men they did so, according to their' statements, be­
cause these soldiers had been thoroughly defeated, and it was time then to 
go tor fighting the other soldiers just then reported to be on the hills out 
f.t:om the lower end of the camps. 

Warriors rushed from the Reno position along th~ bills and gulches to­
ward the north. Warriors rushed from the camps to cross at the ford and 
go out for a fight. There were hundreds of them, other ht:ndr~ds, and yt•t 
more hundreds. All were on their ponies, an we.re ·dressed and painted In 
1·ead.iness to fight-ready to die. A1 first the Indians kept themselves he­
tween the Custer men and the camps on the valley across the river. The 
number of warriors, so much in excess ot expectations, necessarily cansPd 
Cn~ter to stop and array his troops alc•ng the ridge, either to defend them­
selves or as a ruse to lure all of the warriors· away· from where he sup­
posed Reno was operating. The soldiers dismounted to fight while lying on 
the ground, as men on horses present too good a target in a stand.Ing de­
fensive fight. The Indians galloped ponies to right and left, and soon they 
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were all around the white men. Then the Indians too dlilmounted. The 
ponies were left in gulches, out of bullet ra.nge, while the riders crept along 
on the ground. 

warriors outnumbered soldiers dn the ratio ot ten to one, or in higher 
ratio. Throngs of red men were wriggling along gullies and hiding behind 
sagebrush knolls all a.round the white men. Walk all over the batUefield­
examine every square rod of it-and you wlll understand how . well they 
could hide themselves and shield themselves trom soldder bullets. The only 
Tndians the soldiers could see were the many hundreds of non-combatant 
youths and old men on their ponies and moving here and there along the 
neighboring ridges, out of bullet range, a.nd watching the ba.ttle. 

So the Custer battle was mainly a pitched battle, the participants on 
both sides afoot--or prostrate on the ground. The slow fdghtlng continued 
through about an hour and a half, according to the Indian estimates. Then 
the Indians started the soldier horses into a stampede. The saddlebags on 
the horses carried extra ammunition. It may be that a few of these extra 
storages ·had been retained by the soldiers. But the Indians, according to 
their stories, got all or almost all of that saddlebags ammundUon when they 
captured the stampeded hoFses. 

The horse stampede was followed quickly 'by soldier panic a.nd by con­
sequent tragic actions so sweeping and so swiftly carried out that within u. 
!ew minutes thereafter not a soldier remained alive. The victory was gained 
liO easily tho.t the warrior participants in it commonly regarded it as one not 
af!ording much ground for boasting of brave exploits. They say that not any 
one of the men surrounded got away. They say also that not one waa taken 
aU.ve as a prisoner, an<l that they were not trying to capture any of· them as 
pr,isoners. There was no final charge on horseback, such as often has been 
repr.-:eented in wrlUngs and in paintings. The only semblance to such cul­
minating action was a .. charge'' by the mounted youths and old men ·1n a. 
rush to seize plunder from the dead bodies. 

Four near relatives died with Custer. Captain Tom Custer, age about 
30, led troop C. Boston Custer, youngest brother, age 19, was 8. civilian who 
co.me along to see the Indians running away. Lieutenant Calhoun, husband 
of a Custer sister, led troo1> L Autie Reed, a 16-year-old nephew, also was ~ 
there to see the fun. Another civilian victim was Mark Kellogg, a news- V 
paper man who intended to write the story of a Custer victory. 

Wllo was blameable for this mflitary catastrophe? Setting aside '.the 
c>ontroversies, it may be attributed to the paramount fact that there were 
too many Indians. Custer and h_is companions had expected to find about 
1,500 .in the camps, Instead, they found· u.ooo. 

But: Why did Custer divide his forces? Did he obey orders given ·by 
•rerry? Ought Reno to hav,Hrone to Custer's relief? Ought Custer to have 
followed Reno dn support of him? Is lt true that Curly, the Crow scout, 
eRcaped from the encirclement of Cheyenne-sand Sioux? In this mere sketcb 
of the battle there ls not room to discuss these questions. To learn of such 
matters, and of many otber absorbingly interesting matters appertaining to 
tlle Custer battle, the r~der may study various extended writings that l1ave 
been published-and others that doubtless will be published. 

The sold~er guns were highly prized by the warriors who got them. The 
blue uniforms were taken from the dead white men and adaptedt as fine 
habiliment for some of the red men. It is not true· that the Indians gener· 
:Llly had 'guns superior to those of the soldiers. Much encouraged by; the 
good rifles and revolvers captured and by the plentifut supply of cartridges 
In the saddlebags, with others added from most of the soldier belts, the 
wnrriors went back to fight the Reno men. · · 

RENO'S SECOND BA'r.l'LE 
Aftf.r the Ind-fans went away from· the Reno ·men ·on- ·the· ·hllltop there 

wa.s n call of the roll. Tl1ree ·officers and more than 40 men, including a 
few <'Jvilians, were absent. Nobody knew bow many of the absentees were 
doa.d, were wounded, or. simply were hiding in the valley: forest. .. \ The. num­
ber of soldiers in the valley fight had been 112, accompanied by about 20 
A rlkara Indian scouts, .. three· or ·four' Crow -scouts, three white men scouts 
n nd one negro listed as an interpreter. 

Benteen and his three troops joined the shattered Reno forces _soon after 
the~e dofeated men arrived on the ·hilltop and just· after the Indians had 



gone away. Not long afterward Captain :M~Dougal arrived there with his 
cavalry troop and the train or pack mules. There were conferences as to 
what to do. The swift. and crushing re.pulse had done considerable damage 
to the morale of the remaining Reno men. The Benteen men felt more con­
tident, naturally, as they had not seen any Indians. 

The conferences were rather hurried, of course, and there were dUfer­
ences In opinion not readily adjustable. Some excitement was manifested. 
some of the remarks exchanged by officers bcrdering closely upon outright 
quarreling. On the one hand there was a feeling that Custer had sent the 
Reno battalion into an impossible charge and then had failed to com.e to 
their support. On the other hand ·it was argued that, notwithstanding such 
situation, the duty of the combined battalions just then was to march north­
ward along the hills, in the direction where Custer had gone, and try to join 
him. Some move was made to do this. But :Major Reno, the highest officer 
there, decided that all of the~ should stay where they were. 

Not long afterward-somewhere between 4 and 5 o'clock p. m., accord­
fng to the soldier statements-the entire host of Indian warriors came rush­
ing back over the hills and up the valley to begin a renewal of the battle 
against the soldiers they had chased to the hilltop. They found there had 
been an increase in the numbel of soldiers .here, Lut this did not deter them. 
They s~on were all around this hill, were dismounted and were creepin·g in 
the gulches_ and gulUes and were dodging from shelter to shelter while send­
ing bullets and arrows among the blue-clad white men. 

The soldiers, all of them now under the command of Major Reno, diil 
the best they could at entrenching themselves around the edges of their 
impromptu hill refuge. Another hill, just south of the original one, was 
occupied as an additional defensh'e move. On that southern hill Reno sta­
tioned Captain Benteen _in command of a part of the forces. 

All throughout the remainder of that Snnday afternoon the pitched 
battle raged.. The weather was hot, and. there was no rain there that day. 
Some cool officer or officers had calmed the sold·iers so it appeared they had 
fo1-gotten their utter rout on the valley and had settled down to a grim de­
termination to hold their post. 'l'he coming of darkne~s put an end to the 
terrific fighting of that afternoon. All during that time, and succeeding it, 
the soJd.iers among themselves were whispering curses upon Custer for hav­
ing abandoned them. 

At dawn the next morning, the 26th, the Indians· were back again to 
resume the battle. Thirst tortured the soldiers,. especially such as had 

' wounds. The distress was such that volunteers were called for to make an 
attempt to .get water from the river flowing at the base of the two hills. .A 
special body of marksmen was organized to go along the ridges sloping in 
that direction and clear the way for water carriers to· follow the gulches. 
The mov,.e was a success,· and water was ·obtained. 

· The fighting continued without interruption all through that forenoon 
and into. bie afternoon. Then the warriors began to withdraw. Late in the 
afternoon; the soldiers saw across the valley westward a sight that pleased 
them. All of the Indians in all of the camps were leaving the scene. Their 
moving column was in plain view mounting to the bencnland two miles to 
the· westward. The long· procession of ponias and tepee pole travois went 
slowly trailing southward up the Little B~ghorn valley. · Before darkness 
came the last of them had disappeared. · 

A dozen or more Reno men who had been left behind during the flight 
of the soldiers from the valley on Sun4ay afternoon had hidden in the brush 
and had joined the forces on the hills during that night and Monday night. 
So the death loss on the valley finally was calculated at three officers and 
.29 men, apparently including the scouts. The death loss on the hills· dur.lng 
the entire fig·hting Sunday afternoon and .Monday totaled 18, all of them 
enlisted men. 

Although the Indians wel'P. gone. the soldiers on the entrenchment hills 
were still cursing Custer for having quit them. The offlcers generally sup-

. posed he had become engaged as they had and was somewhere. not. far away 
occupying entrenchments as they were. There were var.lous conjectures con­
cerning where he .was and what he was doing. Nobody indicated any thought 
ot what was learned late]," as to his situat1011. 

. ----· --- - _....., ____ ·-· ............... .,. __ .. -·-- --·· ··~ ., - " ----. ' 

THE RESC{;'E BY GIBBON 
Colonel Gibbon's Montana column, numbering 460 men, left the mouth 

of the Rosebud on June 22 and proceeded on its course outlined by Ter1:y 
tor cooperating with Custer's cavalry sent up the Rosebud va~ley. Gibbons 
men marched up the Yellowstone and crossed to its south side just belo'f 
the mouth of the Bighorn. That night, the 24th, they camped on lower Tu -
Joclt creek, a tributary of the Bigr.orn. The ne~ day, Sunday, the 26th, they 
struggled under ·great difficulties over the a.rid hills in an eft:ort to get to ~h~ 
mouth of the Little Bighorn. Their cavalry detachment arrived at this point 
about midnight. During that Sunday the Custer disaster had occurred. But 
it was not yet known. 

On Monday morning, the 26th, these Gibbon cavalrymen at the mouth 
of the Little Bighorn got into diqtant signtalk communication with three 
Crow Indiaus who had been scouts with Custer. The Indians told that al~ ~t 
the white soldiers had been killed. '!'hen they kept on going toward t e r 
own agency. 

Nobody among the Gibbon men believed the Crow scout story ln full, 
but all believed there must have been some sort of encounter wUh the In­
dians The Gibbon infantrymen bad camped several miles back. As soon as 
they 'arrived, in mid-forenoon, the entire Gibbon army set oft to ~a:f hth~I> 
the Little Bighorn valley. Terry was with them. That Monday n g t e~ 
c·amped where crow Agency now stands. As they were going into camp h ~ 
~aw hundreds of Ind-ian ho1·semen on the hills just southwest from them.

5
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The following morning, Tues•lay, the 27th, not an Indian was in ig 
l the Gibbon camP '1.'he soldiers had breakfast and then got 

nnyw ler~ near · h thward along the west-
into column formation for the ensuing ma.re. on so~ B dl and his twelve 
ern benchlands beside the Little Bighorn. Lt ieuttenanall ti;~ ~en the column 
mounted infantrymen, on special s~out du Y a. · 
was on the march, were sent to scout over the hills east of the valley. 

Wl:en the moving column hn.d traveled about three mil~ 
8 

ala°nn! a.1:.: 
benchland an ~f!ic;r usin~11~ie~~ro~~~e: :a~l~~v=w1!.~:~~:!f1 i:ree or four 
mals moving a ou on a th C st r's cavalrymen., It could not b~ 
miles. Were they IndiAnans? ffiWeereand e~ f~w emen were sent .in that direction fl:iii. 
determined at once. o c r _ qr 
to get close enough to find out. 

n their hlll looked abross the valley and saw 
Meantime, the Reno men ovin southward along the benchland. '.rhey 

a long column of hsoldtiiers. ~Coust! is coming!" And they sent out an otri­
IJurst into c.hePrs, s ou ng. . 
cer and some men to mak~ ~ontac~ibbon and from Reno met and exchanged· 

The small detachmen rom R d tachment was· "What has be-
informatiocn. t1:~?. ftTrstheqyuweset~otn o~ ::etelle~~ t~eir own terrifi~ battles and of 
come of us tl • 
the disappearance of Custer and his five troops. -

About that time Lieutenant BradleyHand01!1sw~':.~l~:e;n~:~t~~u~n:~:~ 
scouts ar~ve~ a~a~!~ 11!~tif:t~~r:~e.putr:r:ing bodies of white men, pre-
or more ea • • idge just east of the Little Bighorn and 
sumably Custer and his men, on ~:versation then was taking place on the 
in plain view from wherGe the c n That was the first authentic news of 
valley near the present arryowe · 
the horrible catastrophe. f om 

'fhe Gibbon men, Terry and Gibbon still with them, marched down r 

~.~~e~T:~1~~~o~~~r~~0~:h~~: ~::°R!~~e!or:i~;!;f~~~et0o::~:i;s~:t~~E~~~t~ 
hills' camp was set up there near the river's edge. s was a u la 
o'C'l.~<'.k in the morning, two days .after the Custer batUe had taken P, ce 
on the preceding Sunday. · 

Fifty-two wounded men with Reno were being car;d hfo: ::e!h:Me~Ul;~~~ 
surgeon Dr. Porter. The.fr senior surgeon, Dr~l De':"o d a fternoon While 
east of 'the. river during the flight trom the va ley un ay a. to trO:n~fer to 
the Gibbon ca.mp was being pitched, steps were entered upon 
it the wounded men. Saplings were cut a;~ ~sf:'rde: ~~':l:.fo ~::i~~ ~;;: 
were used to make carrier Utter frame~h ;-~a~o ~ns were taken troin · 
used for cot slings on these frames. e u - t r di d ad 
tl'JWes .that hnd been left on the Indian camp sJte a~d~J'l.ll.~f~-nb __ n

1
. - an_ te - -

1 SI •• dressed as wa.s their ur al cus o~ .... wu.1·rlors had \>eon placed, al gorg~o~ _.. - · · ' ·- · -- ··· ·· ···-e ·lili:i_s ... used ·1n: 
~ome rl<>arl J1orses on the valley were also skinned and thes e 
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m aking the litters. All o! the wounde d m en we re moved down the hill and 
across t h e river to the Gibbon camp b efore t h e da y ende d. All o! the o th e r 
mem bers o! the Seventh cavalry segm ent under R eno's comman d brought 
themselves with their pack mules and other b e longings to make bivouac 
camp with the Gib b on men. 

Tha t day of t h e 27th and mos t or the 28th were spent In a ttention to 
the wounded. In warfar e this ls a prime rule-first care for the wounded. 
Some examination of Cu ster fi e ld was made on the afternoon of the 28th . 
'!'he precise dates of partic ula r acts just then h a ve varied In diffe rent pub­
lic:a.tlons. The dates given her e are accor ding to t h e n a r ratives of W illiam 
H . White, a Gibbon soldier there, and w h o Is yet (1 934) living a t Crow 
Age ncy, a few miles from the o ld 1876 camp s ite. Mr. White says it w as 
p l:i.nne d to leave that night of the 28th to la k e th e wounded to the steam ­
boat a t the mouth of the Little Bighorn, about 20 miles away. 'l' hen, In or­
de r to g ive the wounded men more time for preparatory rest , it was d ecided 
lo wait yet another day. So. on the 29th, having leis ure time, the remna n t 
Se ve nth cavah'y went in a body to explore fully the Custer battlefield. 

Efforts were centernd first upon counting the bodies, to learn if any 
s oldie rs were missing, or to learn if any might be still alive a nd awaiting 
ri;scue . Some were missing, but none were found alive. A.JI belongings, in ­
c luding c lothin g , had been taken by the Indians. Devastating mutil a tions 
had been made-chests and auclome ns ripped ope n- a rms, legs, feet, h eads. 
cut off and sca ttered about. Ide ntifica tion was difficult, although Custe r 
and some others are said to have t ee n identified. Observ e rs told that h e 
was naked, but was neither scalpe d nor mutila t ed. 

Of the d eaths in the entire C uster a n d R e no conf lict, 253 were soldiers 
and 10 were scou ts or other c ivilia ns. Divis ion of the death losses is a s 
follows : Reno on the valle y, 32. R eno on the hill, 18. Custer a n d his de­
tn.chment , 21 3. Total 263. 

The opposing Indian death Joss in a ll the figh t ing was about 31. 
Soldie r buria ls? Very little, or none. The dead men w e re of no further 

u s e to that a rmy, so the s urvh>ing comr a d es 1·eturn ed to tbe hospital ca mµ. 
\Vhat b ecam e of t hose bodies? The subject Is treated fu lly In another book­
let, " Cu st e r Soldiers Not Burled." 

That night, Thursday, June 29, four days aft er the battle. the e n ti re 
forces or Gibbon and Reno left the scen e and s e t out, most of the m afoot. 
the ir horses be ing led , to carry t h e wounded men on Jit ters to the mouth of 
th e Littl e Bighorn, where the steamboat Far W est was waiting. They had 
to w a ll;: s low ly, with many stops !or r ests or rea d justments. The destination 
\\"3.S r eac h ed a bout midnight of the 30th. 

'fhe fifty-two men suffering f rom wounds were put aboard . Soldier 
comradf's were assigned to a ccompany the m . The start was made to go d0\\"11 
the Bighorn, the Yellowstone, the Missouri, t o the home post In Dakota. T he 
l~ar \Vest had com e loaded w ith sup plies tor a contemplated ;;lorious mili ­
tary campaign. It " "-" r eturning loaded with victims or t h e bloodiest mill­
ta.r y calamity in the annals of American frontier warfar e. 

--·--------------·---·-----------
Other BOOKLETS b y Thomus B. Marquis: 

SHF. WATCHED CUSTER'S- LAST BATTLE. 25 Cents. 

RA I N-I N-T HE-FACE and CURLY, THE CROW . 25 Cents. 

S ITTI N G RULL and GALL, THE WARRIOR. 25 Cents. 

TWO DAYS AFTER THE Cl.ISTER BA'ITLE, 25 Ce nts. 

CUSTER SOLDIERS NOT BURI ED. 1 5 Cents. 

WHICH I NDIAN KILLED CUSTEn? 1G Ce nts. 
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A WARRIOR 

WHO FOUGHT CUSTER 
Interpreted auvobiography of Wooden Leg, an 

old Cheyenne Indian. One of the first off the res­
ervation in 1876 and one of the la.st to surrender 
in 1877. Age 18 at the Custer ba ttle. Also fought 
Reno, Crook, Miles and others. His story haSJ much 
of entirely nev.• revelations. Published by The 
Cax.ton Printers. Inc., Caldwell, Idaho. .384 pages. 
9 photo illustrations, 2 maps. Price , $3. 

--~---------------------------------

MEMOIRS OF A 
WHITE C ROW INDIAN 

Assembled and edited autobiography of Thomas 
H. Leforge, an old wh!te man who spent most of 
his life a s a Crow. Indian. Scout fur Gibbon in 
1876. Scout for :rvu1es; Crook and other old-time 
army officers through about 10 years. Describes 
life as a member of the Crow Indian tribe. Pub­
lished by D. Aippleton-Century Co., 35 West 32nd 
street, New York. 356 pages, 8 photo illustrations. 
Price, $3. 
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;....I ~ Thomas B . Mai·quls Cus ter B~'lttl~ M!!_SC.EJDl~nt:i!~s: 

Custe r soldie r g11 ns, saddlebags. a.mmunition-be lts . etc., captur6!L by, : In­
~ ' :•ns ... India n w eapons us ed II~ the ba ttl e ... 1 3 la r ge coloreif-crayon 
rlrnwlngs made by v e t e ran Cus t e r battle warriors .. . Letters from :Mrs. 
1~ust er. Ge n. Godfrey. G e n . Scot t .. . Orig inal ' maps f or fu ll study of the 
t>a t1l o ... Q r ii;"ina l photos of ve ter an warrio rs . soldiers, scouts . of 1.S76 
. . . Jl•(any a2sJ iliona l re l ics nnd c_p rlos ,__, : All drawings._ photos , '.naps, ~t-
t e i·s, e1c .. f rame d .. . EYer~• object in e nt1re._dlspl!lcY has type d exp_!an_n.:.::t:.:lo:.:n~---
in full . · 
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