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very nutritious and much liked, It is also said that the seed corn was kept tied
in a skin and hung up in the lodge near the fireplace, and when the time for
planting came only those kernels showing signs of gemination were used, .The .-
Arilara bartered corn with the Cheyenne and other tribes for buffalo robes, sk'ins,
and meat, and exchanged these with the traders for cloth, cooking utensils, guns,
etc, BEarly dealings with the traders were carried on by the women, The Arikara
hunted the buffalo in winter, returning to the willage in the early spring,
where they spent the time before planting in dressing the pelts, Their fish supply
was obtained by means of basket traps, They were expert swimmers, and ventured
to capture buffaloes that were disabled in the water as the herd was crossing the
river, Their wood supply was obtained fram the river; when the ice broke up in
the spring the Indians leaped on the cakes, attached cords to the trees that were
whirling down the rapid current, and hauled them ashore, Men, womon, and the
older children engaged in this exciting work, and although they sometimes fell
and were swept downstream, their dexterity and courage generally prevented serious
accident,s Their boats were made of a single buffalo skin stretched hair side in,
over a frame of willows bent round like a basket and tied to a hoop 3 or 4 feet
in dismeter, The boat could easily be transported by a woman and, according to
Hayden, "would carry three men acrods the Missouri with tolerable safety." Before
the coming of *. . traders the Arikara made their cooking wtensils of pottery; mortars
for pounding corn were made with much labor from stone; hoes were fashioned from
the shoulder-blades of the buffalo and the elk; spoons were shaped from the horns
of the buffalo and the mountain sheep; brooms and brushes were made of stiff,
coarse grass; kmives were chipped from flint, and spears and arrowheads from horn
and flint; for splitting wood, wedges of horn were used, Whistles were constructed
%o imitate the bleat of the antelope or the call of the elk, and served as decoys;
bopguns and other toys were contrived foy the children, and flageolets for. the
amasement of young men, Garments were embroidered with dyed porcupinp quills;
dentalium shells from the Pacific were prized as ornaments, Matthews and others
mention tho-.skill of the Arikara in melting glass and pouring it into moulds to
form ornaments; they disposed of the highly colored beads furnished by the traders
in this memer, They have preserved in their basketry a weave that has been
identified with one practised by former tribes in Louisiana~.a probable survival
of the method learned when with-their.kdndred in the far southwest. The Arikara
were equally tenaclious of their language, although next-door neighbors of Siouan
tribes for more than a century, living on terms of intimacy and intermarrying to
a great extent, Matthews says that almost every member of each tribe understands
the language of the other tribes, yet speaks his own most fluently, hence it is
not uncommon t0 hear a dialogue carried on in two tongues, Until recently the
Arilara adhered to their ancient form of dwellings, erecting, at the cost of great
labor, earth lodges that were generally grouped about an open space in the center
of the village, often quite close together, and usually occupied by two or three
families, Bach village generally contained a lodge of unusual size in whicl
ceremonles, dances, and other festivities took place., The religious ceremonies,
in which each sub-tribe or village hadits special part, bound the people to-
gether by oommon beliefs, traditions, teachings, and supplications that centered
around the desire for long life, food, and safety., In 1835 Maximilian of Wied
noticed that the hunters did not load on their horses the meat obtained by the
chase, but carried it on their heads and backs, often so transporting it from a
grea.'b distance, The man who could carry the heaviest burden sozqet:.mes gave his
meat .to the .poor, in deference to their traditional teaching that '"the Lord of
1ife told the Arikdra that if they gave to the poor in this manner,.and’ laid :
burdens on themselves, they would be successful in all their undertalcings. " In
the series of rites which began in the early spring when the thunder first. sounded
corn held a prominent place, The ear was used as an emblem and was addressed as

’ 5



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

73361

"Mother," Some of these ceremonial ears of corn had been preserved for gemeras
tions and were treasured with reverent care. Offerings were made, rituals sung,
and feasts held when the ceremonies took place, Rites were observed when the maize
wgs planted, ab certain stages of its growth, and when it was harvested. Cere.
monially associated with maize were other sacred objects, which were kept in a
-special case or shrine, Among these were the skins of certaim Wirds of cosmic
significance,-algo seven gourd rattles that marked the movements of the seasons,
Elaborate rituals and ceremonies attendod the opening of thi#s - shrine and the
exhibition of its contents, which were symbolic of the-forces that make and keep
all things alive and fruitful, Aside froam these ceremonics there were ¢ther quasi-
religious gatherings in which feats of jugglery were performed, for the Arikara,
Uke their kindred the Pawnee, were noted for thir skill in legerdemain, The dead
‘were placed in a sitting posture, wrapped in skins and buried in mound graves.

The property, except. such personal belongings as were interred with the body, was
distributed among the kindrcd, the family tracing descent through the mother, A
collection of Arikara traditions, by G. A. Dorsey, has been published by the
.Carnegie Institution (1903). . R

e
LR YO

The ,Arikafa" were a looely arganized confoderacy of sub-tribes, each of
‘which had its separate village and distinctive neme. Tew of these names have been
preserved, - Lewis and Clark (Exped., I, 97, 1814) mention Lahoocat,.a village oc~
cupied in 1797, but abandoned about 1800. How many sub-tribes were included in
the confederacy can not now ‘be determined, Lewis and Clark speak of the Arikara
as the remnant .of 10 powerful Pawnee tribes, liwing in 1804 in three villages.
The inroads of disease and war have so reduced the tribe that little now remains
of their fonhezj divisions, The following names were noted during the middle of
" the last century, . Hachepiriinu (young dogs), Hia (band of Cree), Hosukhaunu
(foolish dogs), .Hosukhaunukarorihu (1ittle foolish dogs), Suldmtit (blac;kmouths),
Kaka (batd of crows), Okos (band of bulls), Paushuk (band of cut-throats), Some
of. these may refer to military and other socjeties; others seem to be nicknames, as
" Gut--throats, " : o

Wokdkk
. ASSTNIBOIN

" Assiniboin (Chippewa: u'sini figtone", u'pwawa "he cooks by r?asting;_ one.who
cooks by the use of stones", - W.J. )e. 4 large Siouan tribe, origlna]:ly constituting
& part of the Yanktonai, Their separation from the parent stem, to judge by the
slight dialectal difference in the language, could not have greatly preceded the
appearance of the whites, but it must have taken place before 1640, as.the -Jesuit
Rolation for that ycar mentions the Assiniboin as distinct. The Relation of 1658
places them in the vicinity of Lake Alimibeg, between ILako Superior and Hudson
Bay. On Jefferys' map of 1762 this name is applied to Lake Nipigon, .and on De
I'Isles's map of 1703 to Rainy Lake, From a tradition found in the widely
scattered bodies of the tribe and heard by the first Buropeans who visited the
Dakota, the Assiniboin appear to have separated from their ancestral.stem, while the
latter resided somewhere in the region about the headwaters of the Mississippi,
whence they moved northward and joined the Cree, It is probable that they
first settled about Lake of the Woods, then drifted northwestward to the region
about -Lake Winnipeg, where they were living as early as 1670, and were thug located
on Lahontanls map ‘of 1691, Chauvigneric (1736) place them in the same reglon, Dobbs

" ‘(Hudson Bay, 1744) located onc division of the ssiniboin some distance northwest
of Iake Winnipez and the other immediately weést of an unidentified lake placed

morth.of Lake Winnipeg, These divisions he distinguishes as Assiniboin of the
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Meadows and Assinboin of the Woods. In 1776;Henry found the-tribe scattered,

- along Se.skatchewa.n and Ass:.mbo:me Tivers, from the. ferest 1:.mit well P, | to the‘

headwaters of the f ormer, “and this ‘Tegion,, between the’ Sloux on. the south and the
Siksika on_the west, was .the country over. whlch they . contlnued to range u_nt:l.l
gathered on reservatlons. Hayden (Ethnology and Phllology, Missouri- Valley, .. .
1862) limits’ thelr range at tha.t time as follows:. "The Northern, Assiniboins .,
roam over the country from the western banks of ‘the Saskatchewan and Assmlbo:.n
rivers in a western direction to the Woody Mountains, north and west amongst -,
some of the small ocutliers of the Rock;y Mountains east of the Missouri, and on s
the banks of the small lakes frequently met with on the plains in-that dlstrlct.
They consist of 250 or 300 lodges. The remainder of the tribe, now [ 1856]
reduced to’ 250 lodges, occupy the dlstrlct defined as follows: Commencing at ;
the mouth of the White Earth River on the east extending up.that river. to.and as -
far beyond its source as the Grand Coulee and the head of La Riviere aux Souris,
thence northwest along the Coteany dg Prairie, or divide, as:far as the beginning
of the Cypress Mounta.lns, on the north fork of Milk River, - ‘down that river to

its Junctlon with the Missouri, - thence down the Missouri to White Earth RlVGI‘, )
the starting point. Until the year 1838 the. tribe still nudbered from 1,000 to
1,200 lodges, trading on the M:Lssour:., when the sma.llpox reduced them to less
than 400 lodges. They were also surrounded by large and hostile tribes who .
continua.lly made war upon them, and in this way their mumber was dlmlm.shed. :
though a.t the present time they are . slowly on -the 1ncreaso "

From the t:Lme they sepa.re.ted from the parent stem and 301ned the Cree
until 'brcmght under con.trol of the whites, they were almost constantly at war’
with the Dakota. As’ they have lived since the appearance of the whites in the
northwest ‘almost wholly on the plains, Wlthou.t permanent villages, moving: from
place tor fple.co in search of food, their hls‘cory has been one of confllct with
surrounding tribes. A : : .

Physically the Assiniboin do not differ materislly from the other Siouxa.
The men dress their hair in various forms; it is seldom cut, but as it grows is
twisted into small locks or tails, and frequently false hair is added to lengthen
the twist. It sometimes reacned the ground, bub is generally wound in a coil on
top of the head. Their dress, tents, and customs gemerally :are similar. to. those
of the Pla:.ns Cree,. but they observe more decorum in camp and are more. cleanly,
and their hospltallty is noted by most traders who have visited them.. Polygamy‘.p
is common. While the buffalo abounded, their principal occupation consisted in
maklng pemmlca,n, wh:.ch they bartered to- the whites for liquor, tobacco, -powder, :-
balls, knives, etc. Dogs are said .to have been sacrificed to their deities. -

,Accordlng to Alexander Henry if death happened in winter at a distance from the. -
“burial grou.nd of the family, the body was carried along during their Journeylng:y

and placed on a scaffold, out of reach of dogs and beasts of prey, at their.
StOPng places... - . Arrived. at the.burial place, the corpse was deposited in. a.
sitting posture in a circular grave about 5 feet deep, lined with berk or skins; .
it was then covered with bark, over which logs were placed, and these in turn
were covered with earth. ‘ S

The nemes of their bands or divisions; as given by different writers,
vary considerably, owing to the loose organization and wandering habit of the
tribe. Lewis.and £lark mention as divisions in 1805: (1), Menatopa (Otaopsbine

of. Mammllan), Gens de Feuilles. {fon filles] (Itscheabine), Big.Devils , = ..

(WatOPaChn&tO), Oseegah, and a.nother the name of which is not stated. The

.
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whole’ people were" dw:.ded. into the: northern and southern and into the forest and
pra.:x.rié bands, Maximilian (Trav,, 194, 1843) names their gentes as follows:
(1) Ttscheabine'(gens des filles); (2) Jatonabine, (gens des roches); (3) Oto-
pachgnato (gens du large); (4) Otaopabine (gens des canots:); (5) Tschantoga
(gens des bois); (6) Watopachnato (gens de'l'age); (7) Tanintauei (gens des
osayes) '(8) Chabin (gens des montagnes), A band mentioned by Hayden (op. cit.,
387, the Mlmshlnakato, "has 'not been identified with any named by Maximilian,
Henry* {Jmimal II, 522-523, 1897) enumerated 11 bands.in 1808, of which the Red
Rivér,  Rabbit, Eagle Hills, Saskatchewan, Foot, and Swampy Ground Assiniboin,
andd’l‘hose—-who-have—wa.’cer-for-themselves~on1y can ‘not be positively identified,
This last may be Hayden's Minishinakato, Other divisions mentioned chiefly
geographical are: Assiniboin of the Meadows, Turtle Mountain Sioux, Wawaseeasson,
and Assabaoch (7). The - only ‘Assiniboin v111age mentloned in print is Pasquayah

“Porter-(1829) estimated the Ass:.nibo:.n popula.t:.on at 8,000; Drake at
10 OOO before the smallpox epidemic of 1836, during whlch 4,000 of them perished..
Galla.t:.n (1836) placed the number at 6,000; the United States Indian Report of -
1843, at 7 OOO. : In 1890 they numbered 3,008; in 1904, 2,600. g

The Ass1n1b01n now (1904) llvmg in the United States are in Montana, )
699 under Fort Belkm.p agency and 535 under Fort Peck agency; total 1,234, In
Canada there were in 1902 the Mosquito and Bears Heads!.and Lean Ma.n's bands at.
Battleford agency, 78;. Josephs band of 147, Paulls of 147, and 5 orphans at
¥dmonton agency; Carry-the~EKettle band under .Esszmlbo:m agency, 210; Pheasant
Rmnp‘s ‘bandy- originally 69, and Ocean Man's, 68.in number, at Mocse Mountain;
and ‘the bands on Stony ReserVa.t:Lon, Alberta, 661, total 1,371, (See Powell in
7th Report Bureau of American Ethnology, 111, 18913 McGee, Siouan Indians, 15th
Report -Bureau of American Ethnology, 157, 1897; Dorsey, Siouan Sociology,ibida,
213; Hayden, Ethnology and Ph:l.lology Missouri Valley, 1862.)

SRR N
R . ,. | Arsia,

Ats:.na (Blackfoot: at~se~na, se,:Ld to mean "gut people."--GrJ.nnell. G £,
A.a.nlnena., wunder Arapaho). 4 detached branch of the Arapaho, at one time asm
socw,ﬁ*ed with the Black¥feet, but now with the Assiniboin under Fort Bellmap
agency', Montana, where in 1904 they numbered 535, steadily decreasing, They '
called themselves Aaninena, said to mean "white clay people," but are known
to the other Arapaho as Hitunena, "beggars," or "spongers," whence the tr:.bal sign,
commjonly ‘but “incorrectly rendered "belly people," or "big bellies," the Gros Ventres
of ‘the+French Canadians and now thdr popular name, The Atsina are not prominent
in hlS‘bOI',Y, and -in most respects are regarded by.the Arapaho proper as inferior -

to them{* They have been constantly confused -with the Hidatsa or Gros Ventres
of ’dhe Missour:..

A TIT

. CASTAHANA, |

A huntlng ’cri’be of 5,000 :gouls .in: 500 lodges mentioned by Clark-as a
.Snak‘.e ba,nd" and‘ by: Lewis and Glark also as speaking the M:l.nlta.rl (Atsn.na) 1anguage.

Y
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They lived an Yellowstone and. Loup rivers, and Poamed-also on the Bighorn,
. Called also Gens des ‘Vache, a- name glven t0 - the Arapaho, with whom they are
seemingly- “jdentical, . ) '

GHEYENNE

Cheyenne (from the Sioux name Shahl'yena, Sha:.—ena., or (Teton) Shai-ela, ac
"people of alien speech," from Sha'ia, "to speak a strange language")s An important
Plains tribe of the great Algonquian family, ‘They call themselves Dziltsiilstas,
apparently nearly equivalent to "people alike," i,e., "our people," from itsistau,
"alike" or Mlikethis! (animate); (ehista, -Yhe is from, or of, the same kind ~
Petter); by a slight change.of acdent it might also mean "gashed ones," from ehistai,
'he is ‘gashed" (Petter), or possible "tall people,” The tribal form as here given
is in the third person plural, The popuiar name has no connection with the Trench
chien "dog," as has sometimes errorecusly been supposed., In the sign.language they
are indicated by a gesture which has often been interpreted to mean "cut arms" or
"eut fingers'.~being made by drawing the right index finger several times rapidly
across the left--but which appears really to indicate "striped arrows," by which
name they are known to the Hidatsa, Shoshoni, Comanche, Caddo, -and probably other

tra.‘bes, in allusion to’ th:.r old-time" proference for tu.rkey feathers for wmngzng
e.rrows. .

' The earliest a.uthent:.cated ha.bitat of the Cheyenne, before the year 1700, -
seems to have been that part: 6f Minnesota bounded roughly by the Mississippi,
Mimnesota, and upper Red rivers, The Sioux, living at that.period more im~
‘mediately on the Mississippi, ‘to the éast and southeast, came in contact with the
French as early as 1667, but the Cheyenne are first mentioned in 1680 under the
name of Chaa, when a pa.ri'yof that tribe, described as living on the head of the
great river, i, €., the ‘Mississippi, visited Ia Salle!s fort -on Illinois River:to
invite the French to come to their country, which they Tepresented as abounding
in beaver and Bther'fur animals, [The vetéran.Sioux missionary, Williamson, says
that accordingly to concurren$ and reliable Sioux tradition the Cheyenne .preceded
the ‘Sioux in the occupancy of ‘the upper Mississippd region, .and were found by
them already establlshed on the Mimnesota., At'a later period they moved over to
the - Cheyenne branch of Red River; North Dakota, which thus acquired its name,
being known to the Sioux as "the place where the Cheyenne plait, " ghowing that
the latter were'still an agricultural people (Williamson). 'This westward move-
ment was due to - pressure from the ‘Sioux vwho were ‘themsolves retiring before the
Ghippewa, then a.lread,y in possession of guns from the east. Driven out by the
Sioux, the Cheyemne moved wést toward Missouri River, where their further progress
was opposed by the Sutaio~the Staitan of Lewis and. Olarkp«a people speaking a
closely cognate dialect, who had preceded them to the west and were them ap-
parently living between the river and the Black Hills, After a period of
hostility the two tribes made an alliance, some time after which the Cheyenne
crossed the Missouri below: the entrance of the Cannonball; and later took refuge

 in the Black Hills about the heads of Cheyenne River of South Dakota, where Lewis
and Olark found them in 1804, since which time their.drift was constantly west
and ‘south until confined to reservations, Up to-the time of Lewis and Clark
“they carried on desultory wer with the Mandan and Hidatsa, who probably helped
, -to d.r:u.ve1 them from the Missouri River, They seem, however, to have kept on goad
terms with ‘the Arikara, “According to ‘their own story, the Cheyenne, while living
- in M:.rme,so’ca and on Missourt R:Lver, occupied fixed villages, practised agricul~
t'ure, and mad.e pottery, 'bu’c lost. these arts on be:tng driven out’ into the plains
to become roving 'bui‘falo ‘hunters, On the Missouri, and perhaps also farther
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east, : they occupied earth-covered log houses. Grinnell states that some Cheyenne
had c:ultivated fields on Little Missouri River as late as 1850, This was probably
a recent settlement, as they are not mentioned in that locality by Lewis and
Clark, At least one man among them still understandsthe art of making beads and
figurines from prounded glass, as formerly practised by the Mandan, In a sacred
tradition recited only by the priestly keeper, they still tell how they "lost the
corn after leaving the eastern country., One of the starting points in this

. tradition is a great fall, apparently St, Anthony's falls on the Mississippi, and
.&. stream known as the "river of turtles," which may be the Turtle River. tributary
of Red River, or 'possibly the St, Croix, entering .the MlSSiSSlppl below the mouth
of the Minnesota, and anciently known by a similar name, Consult for early
habitat and migrations: Carver, Travels, 1796; Clark, Indian Sign Language, 1885;
Comfort Hn Smithsonian Report for 18713 Ia.Salle in Margry, Decouvertes, II, 1877;
Lewis and Clark,’ Travels I, ed, 1842; Mooncy in 14th Report Bureoau of Amerlcan _

. E’chnology, 1896' W:Llllamson in Minnesota Hlstorical Society Collectlon, I, 1872.

~Although the alliance between the Suta.:to and the Cheyenne dates from the
crossing of the Missouri by the latter, the actual incorporation of the.
Sutaio into the Cheyenne camp circle probably occurred within the last hundred
years, as the.two tribes were regarded as distinct by Lewis and Clark, Thert is
no good reason for supposing the Sutaio to have been a detached band of Siksika
drifted down directly from the north, as has been suggested, as the Cheyemne
expressly. state that the Sutaio spoke " Cheyemne language," i. €., a dialect
fairly intelligible to the Cheyenne, and that they lived southwest of the original
Cheyenne country. The linguistic researches.of Rev, Rudolph Petter, our best
authority on the Cheyemne -language, confirm the statement that the difference was
- only dialectic, which probably helps to account for the complete assimilation of
the: two tribes, The Cheyenne say also that they obtained the sun dancé and the
buffalo-head medicine from the Sutaio, but claim the medicine-arrow ceremony as
their own from the beginning, ~Up to 1835, and probpbly until reduced by the
cholera of 1849, the Sutaio retained their distinct dialect, dress, and cere-
monies, and camped apart from the Cheyenne, In 1851 they were still to some
extent a distinct people, but. exist now only as.one. of the component divisions of
the: (Southern) Cheyenne trn.be, in no respect different-from the others, . Under .
the .name Staitan (a contraction of Sutai-hitan, pl, Sutai-hitanio, "Sutai men')
they ‘are mentioned by Lewis and Clark in 1804 as a small and  savage tribe roving
west .of the Black Hills, ‘There is some doubt as to when or where the Cheyenne
first met .the Arapaho, with whom they have long been confederated; neither do
. they appear to have any clear idea as to the date of the alliance between the two
-tribes, which contlnues unbroken to the present- day, . Their connection with the
Arapaho is a simple. a.ll:l.ance, without assimilation, while the Suta:l.o have been
:anorpora.ted bod:Lly. -

3 Thelr modern hzstory may be said tv begin with the expedition of. Lew1s and
Olark.in 1804, Constantly. pressed farther into the plains by the hostile S:LO‘U.JC
‘in their rear they established themselvesé next on the upper branches of the Pla‘bte,
driving the ‘Kiowa in their turn farther to the south, - They made their first
treaty with the Govermment in 1825 at the mouth of the Teton (Bad) River, on the
Missouri, abaut the:present Pierre,;South Dakota., In consequence of the building
of Bent!s Fort on the upper. Arkansas, in Colorado, in 1832,.a large par’c of ibhe. .
tribe -decided to.move down and make permenent headquarters on. the. Arkansasy ‘while
‘bhe rest continued to rove, about the ‘headwaters of North Flatte and Yellowstone
r:l.vers. . This separa'blon was made pemanent by the treaty of Fort Laramie in 1851,
the ‘bwo sections 'bemg now lmown, resPect:.vely, as Southern and Nor-bhem Cheyenne,
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but..the distinction .is: purely: gedgraphic, although it has:served -to:hasten the: -

- .destruction of their former compact tribal organizapion, Tho:Southern Cheyenne::
are: known :in. the tribe as Sowonia, ."southerners," while the Northern.Chojpenne: are
.commonly designated as.O!lmitsis "eaters,'- from:the. division most ‘numerously. rew:

presented .among: them, Their advent upon the Arkansas brought:them into constant
collision.with the Kiowa, who, with the Comanche, claimed the.territory to the:"
southward, The o0ld men of both tribes tell of numerous encounters during the:: :
next: few years, chief among these being a battle on an upper branch of Red River
in 1837, in which the Kiowa massacred an entire party of 48 Cheyenne warriofs of
the Bowstring society after a stout defense, and.a notable battle in the following

~summer of: 1838, in which the Cheyenne and Arapaho attacked the Kiowa and Comanche
son.Wolf Oreek, northwestern Oklahoma, with considerable loss on both sides.: ' About

1840 the Cheyenne made peace with the Kiowa in the south, having already made.
Peace with the Sioux in the north, since which time all these tribes, together
with the Arapaho, Kiowa, Kiowa~Apache, and Gbmanche. have usually acted as allies
in the wars with other tribes and with the whites, TFor a long time the Cheyenne
bave:mingled much with the western Sioux, from whom they have patterned in:many
details of dress and ceremony., They secm not to have suffored greatly from the’
small-pox of 1837-39, having boen warned in time to escape to the mountains, but
in:common with other prairie tribes they suffered terribly from the cholera in'
1849, several of their bands being nearly exterminated, Culbertson, writing a ,
year later, states that they had lost about 200 lodges, estimated at 2,000 souls,
or about: two~thirds, of tieir whole mumber before the epidemice Their peace with.
the Kiowa enabled them to extend their incursions: farther to the south, and in
1853 they made their first raid into Mexico, but with disastrous result, losing
21l but three men in a fight with Mexican lancers., JFrom 1860 to 1878 they were-
Prominent in border warfare, acting with tho Sioux in the north and with the!Kiowa
and Comanche in the south, and have probably lost more in conflict with the
whites than any other tribe of the plains, in proportion to their number, In 1864
the southern band suffered a severe blow by the notorious Chivington massacrein
Cq,lora.do,«and again in 1868 at the hands of Custer in the battle of the Washitai:
They : took a leading part 'in the general outbreak of the scuthern tribes in 187475,
The Northern Cheyenne joined with the Sioux %n the Sitting Bull. war in 1876 and: -
were. active participants in the Custer massacre, Iater in the year thoy received .
.suchia Sévere blow from Mackenzie as t0 compel their surrender, In the winter:of
1187879 & band of-Northern Cheyenne under Dull Knife, Wild Hog, and Little Wolf,
who :had-been brought down as priscners.to Fort Reno to be colonized with the -~
'sguizhern“portion.of the tribe in present Oklahoma, made a desperate attempt -

a% escape, Of an estimated 89 men and 146 women and children who broke away:on .
the .night of September 9, about 75, including Dull Knife and most of the warriorg;
were killed in the pursuit which continued to the Dakota border, in the course
o? which about 50 whites lost their lives. Thirty-~two of, the Cheyenne slain were
killed in a second break:for liberty frem Fort Robinson, Nebraska, where the

- captured fugitiveyg had been confined, ILittle Wolf, with about 60 followers, Zob

thropgh in safety to the morth, At a 1iter period the N orthern Cheyemne were.:.
assigned:.to the present reservation in Montana, The Southern Cheyenne were asa:
S:i;gnéd 1o a reservation in western Oklahoma by treaty of 1867, but refused to-: .
‘remain. upon it until after phe surrender of 1875, when a number of the most - -

.Iprominent.hostiles weredeported to Florida, for a term of three years. In «.:i.
.'glgﬁog;;-qz;!;he;:landfsa of the :Southern Cheyenneswere allotted in severalty .and the *

Indians 4re now American ‘citizens, . Those fn ‘the north seemto hold their owniin -
population, while: those of the’ south are steadily decreasing, " They mmbered in -

+ '19Q4~Sonthern Cheyemnne, 1,903; Northern Cheyemne, 1,409, a total of 3,312, Al

‘though originally an agricultural people of the timber country, the Cheyemne for
o ~ 1
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gencratlons ‘hatre’ been a . typical-. prazrie tribe, 1living in:skin’ tlpls, following -
the-buffalo over:great:areas,. tra,vcllng and fighting on horseback, - They: commonly

“buried-their:dead in treesior on. scaffolds, but occasionally’ in, .caves.or in the-

ground,- -In-character -they are proud contentious, and brave to desperation, with
an‘cxceptionally hlgh standard for- woma.n. Polygamy was permitted, as usual with
the prairie tribes.  Under their old system, before the division of the tribe,:
they.had a council of 44 elective chiefs, of whom 4. constituted a hlgber body,.
with:power to clect onc of theirown num‘oer as head chicef of the tribe,  In.all -
councils that concerned the relations of the Cheyenne with other tribes, one :
member of the council was appointed. to argue as the proxy or "devill!s advocate"
for. the alien pecople, : This council of forty-four is still.symbolized by a bundle
-of -forty-four invitation. sticks, kept with the sacred medlclne-a,rrows, .and former-
ly sent around when occasmn arose to convenc the asscmbly,

e Thls set ‘of four medicine~arrows, each of different . color, const:.tutes _
they: trival palladium which they claim to have had from the beglnning of the world,
anq'ls exposed with appropiate ritos once a year if previously "pledged," and.
on:those rare occasions when a Cheyenne has been killed by one of his own tribe,
-the! purpose. of the ceremony being to wipe away from the murderer the stain of a.
brother!s blood, The rite did not die with the.final separation of the two sec-
tions of the tribe in 1851, as has been stated, but the bundle is still Tre-
ligiously preserved by the. Southern Cheyenne, by whom the public ceremony was
performed es'late as 1904, Besides the public tribal ceremony there is also a
rito spoken of as "fixing" the arrows, at shorter intervals, which concerns the
arrow priests alone., The public ceremony, is always attended by delegates from
the!northern body. N6 weman, white man, or even mixed blood of the tribe has ever

: been a.llowed to come near the sacred arrows,

P Their great tribal ceremony for gonerations has been the sun dance, whlch
they themselves say came to them from the Suta:o, after emerging from the timber -
region into the open plains, So far as lnom, this ceremony belongs exclusively

- to the tribes of the plains or to those in close contact with them, %Zhe buffalo-"

hea.d ceremony, which was formerly connected with the sun dance but has been
obsolete for many years, also came from the Sutaio., The. modern ‘ghost-dance
relig:.on was enthusiastically taken up by the tribe. at its first appearance, abou’
1890, and the Peyote rite.'is now becoming popular with the younger men, They also‘
had until lately a fire dance, something 1ike that credited to the Navajo, in -
which the initiated performers danced over a fire of blazing coals until they -

: extisngulshed it with their bare feet, In priestly dignity the keepers of the

mep.:)c:.ne—arrow (Cheyenne) and sun dance (Sutaio) rites stood first and equal., '
B o
N ?.A.t ‘the sun dance, and on other occasions where the whole tribe was as—
sembled, they formed their camp circle in 11(?) sections, occupied by as many -
recognlzed tribal divisions, -As one of these was really an incorporated tribe,

,and. "Beteral’ others have originated by segregat:.on within the memory of old men

. still Tiving:(1905), the ancient number did not exceed seven, One authority

cla:.ms these divisions’as true clans, but the testimony is not conclusive, The.
"derlng habiteweach band commonly apart from the others, with only one regular

“tribal ‘reunion in the year--would make it almost impossible to keep up an exogamic

syotem. While it is quite probable that the Cheyenne may have had the clan: system

: inéax}clent ‘t:une& while 'still a sedentary people, it is almost as certin that:it-"

appea.red., S0 long a.go as to be no longer even a memory. ‘l‘he present divisions

?
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seem to have had an entirely different genesis, and may represent original village
settlements in their old homes, & surmise rendered more probable by survivals of
marked dialectic differences,  As it is now some seventy years since the whole
tribe, camped together, the social structure having become further demoralized

in the meantime by cholera, wars, and intermixture with the Sioux, the exact
mumber and order of these divisions is a matter of dispute, even among their old
men, although all agree on the princiml names,

The list given below, although subject to correction, is based on the best
consensus of opinion of the southern chiefs in 1904 as to the names and order of
the divisions in the circle,. from the east entrance around by the. southwest, and
north to the starting point, The name forms vary considerably as given by dif-
ferent individuals, probably in accordance with formor dialectic differencess It
is evident that in some instances the divisions are older than their existing
names3 . :

(1) Hevigs' -ni'pahis (singular, Hovigs'-ni pa), "aortas closed, .by burning,"

A11 authorities agree that this was an important divisidn and came first in the
circle, The name is said to have' originated from several of the band in an
emergency, having once made the aorta of a buffalo do duty as a pipe. Grinnell
gives this story, and also an alternative one, which renders it "small windpipes,"
from a choking sickness sent as a punishment for offending a medicine beaver.
The name, however, in its etymology, indicates something closed or shriveled by
burning, although it is also true that the band has a beaver tabu. The name is
sometimes contracted to Hevilgsin, for which Wee-liee-skou of Iewis and Clark's
Journals (Clark, 1804, ibid., I, 190, 1904) seems to be a bad misprint,

(2) Moiseyu (singular, Mois), "flint people,” from moiso "flint," apparently
having reference to an arrowpoint (Petter), possibly to the sacred medicine-
arrows, Formerly a large division said to have been the nucleus of the Cheyenmne
tribe, and hence the Dzitsistas proper, The Arrowmen of G, A, Dorsey. Now
nearly extinct, ‘

~ (3) Wu'tapiu (singular, Wu'tap), a Sioux word (wotap) meaning "eators," |
or "eat,' A small division, perhaps of Sioux admixture (of, O-mil'sis), Some
authorities claim this division as.an offshoot from the Hevhaita'nio,

(4) Hevhaitalnio (singular,Bvhmitan), "hair men," i, e., "fur men;" so
called because in early days they ranged farthest to the scuthwest, remote from
the; traders on the Missouri, and continued to wear fur robes for every-day use
after the other bands had adopted strouding and calicoes, A probable explanation,
advanced by Grinnell, is that the name refers to ropes which they twisted from
the long hair of the buffalo for use in capturing ponies from the tribes farther
south, They formed the advance of the emigration to the Arkansas about 1835,

hence the name is frequently used as synomymous with Southern Cheyenne.

: (5) Oitvimana (singular, Oi'viman), "scabby people;" oilvi "scabby," mana
"band," "people" (Petter); according to another authority, "hive people." An off- .
shoot of the Hevhaita'nio (No.4). The name originated about 1840, when a band of
the Hevhaita'nio, under a chief lmown as Blue Horse, became infected from having
used a mangy buffalo hide for a saddle blanket, They became later an important
:clivisiop. :-Acco,rding.to Grinnell (Social Organization, 1905) the name is also
applied &s a nickname to a part of the Northam Cheyenne on lower Tongue River,
-:’-P?‘.’a‘,lsey it is said, Badger, a principal man among them, had a skin disease."

) : 13
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; (6) Hisiometa'nio (s:mgula.r, tsiometa'n), "ridge men," referring to the
r1dge or long slope of a hill, A.nother offshoot from ‘the ‘Hevhaitatnio, The name
is said to have originated from their preference fior camping upon ridges, but
more probably from having formerly ranged chiefly north 'of the upper Arkansas,

in that portion of Colorado kmown to.the Cheyenne as the "ridge country," or,
according to another authority, from habitually ranging upon the Staked plain, in
association with the Comanche, They were said to have originated from some
Hevhaitalnio who intermarried with -the Sutaio before the regular incorporation
of ‘that tribe,

. (?) (?) Sutaio (s1ngular, Su!tai), meaning unknown, Formerly a distinct
tribe, but incorporated, According to their own statement the people of this:
division occupied the west of the Cheyenne circle, but others put them south,
northwest, or north, the discrepancy probably arising from the fact that they
had originally no place in the circle at all and were not admitted until the old

."system had fallen into decay, The western side of the Cheyenne circle, as of the
‘interior of the ‘tipi, belng the place of hamor, they would naturally claim it for
themselves, although it 'is extremely unlikely that the Cheyenne would grant it.
‘l'helr true posn.tlon seems to have been in’ the- northwestern part of the c1rc1e. '

(8) Ogtoguna. (singular, Ogtogon), "bare shins" (7).

(9) Honowa (s1ngu1ar Honow) "poor people." A small division, an -offshoot
from the Ogtoguna, ’

(10) - Masi'kota (singular, Masikot), of doubtful meaning, 1n’cerpreted by
Grinnell as "corpse from a scaffold," or possibly "ghost head," i, e., "gray hair,"
but: more probably (Mooney) from a root denoting "wrinkled" or "drawn up," as appli
‘to 0ld tipi skins or old buckskin dress es; from this root comes masiskot, "cricket,"
referring to the doubling up of the legs; the same idea of "gkin drawn up" majy
underlic the 1ntcrpretat10n "corpse from a scaffold,” For some reason,} apparently
between 70 and 80 years ago, all the men of this division Joined in a body the
Hotamitalnio warrior society, so that the two names became pract1ca11y symonymous
until ‘the society name supplanted the divieion name, which is now obsolete, the
Hotamita'nio, with their femilies, being considered owners of that part of the cirel
originally occupied by the Masilkota, viz, next to the last section, adjoining the
0m1‘s1s (no, 11), who ce.mped mmedma.tely north of the entrance.

- (11) Omi'sis (s:mgular, Omilsists), "ea.ters'" the meaning of the name is
~ plain, but its origin is disputed, some authorities claiming it as the name of
an .early chief of the division, Cf, Wu'tapiuw, No, 3., This was the la.rgest and
mest important division in the tribe and now constitutes the majority of the
Northem Cheyenne, for which portion the name is therefore frequently used as a
synonym, Before the tribe was divided they occupied that portion of the tribal
circle immediately north of the eastern entrance, thus completing the circle.
.EJ".'ter the separation their next neighbors in the circle, the Masitkota, alias
Hotamlta'nlo, were considered-as the 1ast division in order.

I
: % K Other names, hot’ commonly recognized as divisional names, are!

“(a) Moqtavha:.ta’n:.u, "black men," i, e,, "Ute" (s:mgular, Mogtavhaitan),

the Cheyenne and most other Plains tribes the Ute are known as "Black Men""or
."ZBla.ck people.“ A small band, apparently not a recognized d:w:.sion, of the same

.14
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name is still represented among the Southern Cheyonne, and, according to Grinnell,
also among the Northern Cheyemne, - They may be demeended from Ute captives and
perhaps constituted a reguiiar tribal division,

(b) Nakuimana, "bear people;" a small band among the Southern Cheyenne,
taking its name from a former chief and not recognized as properly constituting
a.division,

(c) Anskowinis, "narrow nose~bridge," a band of Sioux admixture and of recent
origin, taking its mane from a Chief, properly named Broken Dish, but nicknamed
Anskowinis, They separated from the Cmi'sis on account of a gquarrel, probably,
as Grinnell states, a dispute as to the guardianship of the sacred buffalohead
cap, a stolen horn from which is now in possession of one of the band in the south,
They are represented among both the Northern and the Southern Cheyenne,

(d) Pi'nutgu Pe'natekn (Comanche), This is not properly a divisional or
even a band name, but was the contemptuous name given by the hostile Cheyenne in
1874~5 to the "friendlies," under K Whirlwind, who remained passive near the agency
at Darlington, in allusion to the well-known readiness of the Penateka Comanche
to sell their services as scouts against their own tribesmen on the plains.

(e) Mehoyum, "red tipi;" this name, in the form Miayuma, "red lodges," is er-
roneously given in the Clark MS,, in possession of Grinnell, as the name of a
band or division, but is really only the name of a heraldic tipi belonging by

heredity to a family of the Ho'nowa division, now living with the Southern
Cheyenne,

(£) Woopotsi't (Wohkpotsit, Grinnell), "white wolf" (?) A numerous family
group taking ite name from = noted common ancestor, in the southern branch -of the
tribe, who died about 1845, The name literally implies something having a white
and frosty appearance, as hide-scrapings or a leaf covered with frost, :

(g) Totoimana (Tutoimanah, Grinnell), backward or clan shy, a modern nicke.
name applied by the Northern Cheyenne to a band on the Tongue River, "because they
prefer to camp by themselves" (Grinnell)., From the same root comes toto, "craw-
fish," referring-to its going backward (Petter).

. (h) Black Lodges. A local desigination or nickname for those Northern
Cheyenne living in the neighborhood of Iome Deer "becausc they are on friendly
terms with the band of Crews known as Black Lodges" (Grinnell, ibid.)

(1) Ree band, A local designation or nickname for those Northery Cheyenne
living about Rosebud Creek "because among them there are several men who are
related to the Rees" (Grimnnell, ibid.)

(j) Yellow Wolf band (Culbertson, Journal, 1850). From another reference
this is seen to be only a temporary band designation fram a chief of that name,

(k) Half-breed band (Gulbertson, Journal, 1850). Probably only a temporary

- 1oca.l designatlon, perha.ps from a chief of tha'b name (Mooney),

The Warr:.or Orga.m.za‘blon (Muttqiun, "warriors," "soldiers;" s:.ngular, Nutagq)
of the Cheyenne is practically the same as found among the Arapaho, Kiowa, and
most other Plains tribes and consists of the following six societies, with pessibly

15
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one or more extinct; (1)- Hot.am:.ta'mo,, "dog men3* (2) Wok:sih:.tanlo, "(kit) fox
men," alias Motsonitanio,. "flint men;"-(3) Hi'-moiyoyis "pointed-lance men" (Pette
or Oominutgid, "cdyote warriorsm;!” (4) Mahohivas, "red shield," alias Hotoanu'tgfu,
"puffalo bull warriors;" (5) Himateanohis, "bowstring (men) ;" (6) Hotamimsaw, "crazy
dogs." This last society is of modern origin, Besides these the members of the -
council of forty-four chiefs were sometimes considered to constitute in themselves
another scciety, ‘the V:L'hlyo, Wchiefs," The equivalent list given by Clark (Indian
Sign Language), omitting No, 6, is Dog, Fox, Medicine Lance, Bull, Bowstring, and
Chief, .. There seems to have been no fixed rule of precedence, but the Hotamita'-
niw, or "Dog Soldiers" as they came to be known to the whites, a.cqu:.red most
prominence and distinctive character from the fact that by the accession of the
entire warrior forée of the Masilkota division, as already-noted, they; with-their
families, took on the character of.a regular tribal division with a place in the
trival circle, ZFrom subsequent incorporation by intermarriage of numerous Sioux,
Arapaho, and other alien elements their connection with their own tribe was cor-
respondingly weakened, and they formed the habit of camping apart from the others
and acting with the Sioux or as an.independent body, They were known as the most
aggressive of the hostiles until defeated, with the loss of their chief, Tall

\

:Bull by General Carrts forces in 1868,

Consult Clark, Indian Sign Ianguage (articles, Cheyoﬁfxé.and Soldir), -1885;
Culbertson in Smithsonian Report, 1850, 1851; Dorsey, The Cheyenne, Field Comunbian

‘Museum Publications, Anthropological series, IX, nos. 1 and 2, 1905; Grinnell,

various letters and published papers, notably Social Organization of the Cheyennes,
in Proceedings International Congress Americanists for 1902, 1905; Hayden,
Ethnology and Philology Missouri Valley, 1862; Indian Treaties, editions, 1837,
1873; Lewis and Clark, Expedition, various editions; Margery Decouvertes, II, 18’77°
Maximilian, Travels, 1843; Mooney (1) Ghost Dance Religion, 14th Report Bureau of
American Bthnology, 18963 (2) Calender History of the Kiowa, 17th Report Bureau

of American Ethnology, 1898; (3) Cheyenne MS,, Bureau of American Ethnology;

Reports of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; War Department Record of Engagements
with Hostile Indians, 1882; Williamson in Minnesota Historical Society Collection,

I, 1872,

Sk

CROWS.
Crows (translated through French gens des corbeaux, of their own name, ,
Absaroke, crow, sparrowhawk, or bird people)., A Siouan tribe forming part of the
Hidatsa group, their separation from the Hidatsa having taken place, as Matthews
(1894) believed, within the last 200 years, Hayden, following their tradition,
placed it about 1776, According to this story it was the result of a factional
dispute between two chiefs who were desperate men and nearly equal in the nunber
of their followers, They were then residing on Missouri River, and one of the
two bands which afterward became the Crows withdrew and migrated to the vicinity,
of the Rocky Mcnmtalns, through which region: they continued to roye until gathered

- onireservations, Since their separation from the.Hidatss their history has been

similar to that of most -tribes of the plains, one of perpetual war with the sur-
ropndig - tr:.'bes, their chief enemies being the Siksilm and the Dakota. At the

- time: of the Lewis and Clark expedition (1804) they dwelt chiefly on Bighorn River:

16
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’ vBrown (1817) located. them LOn: the Yellowstone and the ea. tern s1de of the Rocky
BT Mountams°~- Drake" (1884) ‘on. the " somthern branch of the Yellowstone, in latitude. -

i

eleva.ted on poles in the pralrie.

459, ‘longitude: 1050, ‘Haydén (1862) wrote: "The country usually inhabited by the’
Crows is in and near thé Rocky Mountdins, along the sources of Powder, Wind,:and
Bighorn:rivers, :on the south side of thé Yellowstone, as far as Laramine fork:on

~ the:Platté River, E[.'hey are also often found on the westsyn and northern sidesof

that: river, as far -as-the 'source of the Muf;oelshell and as low down as the mouth
of the Yellowstone." : C , ‘ , i
b4 RS

Accord:v.ng to Ma.x:.mllian (1843) the, tlpls of the Orows were exactly 11ke e
those of ‘the Sioux, -set up without anyregular order, and on.the poles, -instead.of
scalps, were small pieces of colored cloth, chiefly red, floating like streamers
in the wind, - The camp he visited swamed with wolf-like dogs, They were a wander-
ing tribe ‘of hunters, maklng no plantations except a few small patches of tobacco.
They-lived.at that time in some 400" tents and are said to have possessed between
9,000 :and 110,000 horses, . Maximilian considered them the proudest of Indians, : .
despising the whitess "the,/ do ‘not, however, kill them, but often plunder them.'
In stature and dress they corresgond with the Hidatsa, and were proud of their
long hair, The women have been described.as skilful in various kinds of work, and
their shirts and -dresses of bighorn leather, as well as their buffalo robes, em-
broidered -and ornamented with dyed porcupine quills, as particularly handsome,
The men made their weapons very well and with much toste, especially their large
bows, covered with-horn:of the elk or bighorn and often with rattlesnake skin,:
The Crows.are skilful horsémen, throwing themselves on one side in their attacks,
as is done by many Asiatic tribes. Their dead were ‘usually placed on stages SR

The populatlon was estlmated by Lewis and Clark (1804) at 350 lodges and -
3,500 individuals; in- 1829 and- 1834, at 4,500; Maximilian (1843) counted 400. t:.pls,
Hayden (1862) said there were. formerly ubout 800 lodges or-families; in 1862 re~
duced to 460 lodges. Their number in 1890 was 2,287; in-1904, 1,826,. Lewis
(Stat. View, 1807) said theywere divided. into four bands, called by themselves.
Ahaharoplrnopa Ehartsar, Noota, and Pareescar, Culbertson (Smithsonian Report
1850, 144, 1851) divides the tribe into (1) Crow people, and (2) Minesetperi, or
Sapsuckers.' Thesé two divisions he, subdivides into 12 bands, giving as the names
only the English equivalents, Morgan (Anc, Soc,, 159, 1877) gives the following
bands; Achepabecha, Ahachik, Ashinadea, Ashbochiah, Ashkanena, Booadasha,

Esachkabuk, Esekepkabuk, Holzarutcha, Chotdusha, Oosabotsee, Petchaleruhpakn, and
Sh:.ptebgg..

The Crows have been officially classified as Mountain Crows and River Crows,
the former, so called because of their custom of hunting and roaming near the
mountains away from the Missouri River, the latter from the -fact that they left :the
mountain section about 1859 and occupied the country along:.the river, There:was
no ethnlc, ~dinguistic, or other difference between them. The Mountain Crows:
numbered 2,700 in 1871 and-the Rivor-Crows 1,400 (Pease in Indian Affairs Repor’c
A 20" 1871). Present aggregate population, 1,826, (See Hayden, Ethnology and -
Philol. Moy ; Valley, 18623 Maximilian, Trav, 1843; Dorsey in 1lth and 15th- Reports
Bu:c.ea,u Jmerican Ethnology, 1894, 1897;, McGee 'in 15th Report,Bureu .of Amerlc&n
Ethnology, 118973 Slnnns, deit:.ons of the Grows, 1903 )
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GROS VENTRES;

Gros Ventres (French, "big bellies"), a term applied by the French, and
after them by others, to two:entirely dlstmc’d'. trivess (1) the Atsina, or- Hitunena
a detaclied band of the Arapa.ho, and (2) the Hidatsa, or Minitari, In the Lewis
and Clark narrative of 1808 the .former are: distinguished as Minitarees of Fort
dé: Prairie and the latter-as Minitarees of the Missouri, although there is no
proper ‘warrant. for applying .the name Minitari to .the Atsina, Thetwo tribes have
"also been distinguished as Gros Ventres of the Missouri (Hidatsa) and Gros Ventres
of ‘the Prairie (Atsina), The name as appliecd to the Atsina originates from the
Inidan sign by which they were desighruted’ in the sign language, a swecping pass
with both hands in front of the abdomen, intended to convey the idea of Malways
‘hungry," i, e., "beggars." A clew to its application to the Hidatsa is given in the
statement of Matthews (Hidatsa, 43, 1877) that the Hidatsa formerly tattooed
parallel stripes acroes the chest, and were thus sometimes digtinguished in
picture writings, The gesture sign to indicate this style of tattooing would be
.~sufficiently similar to that used to dsiginate the Atsina to lead the careless
observer to interpret both as "Gros Ventres." The ordirary sign now used by the

southern Plains tribes to indicate the Hidatsa is. 1nterpreted. to mean . o ='pread1ng
tipis" or "row of lodges." : :

KALISPEL,

: “’Kallspel (popularly known as Pend d! Oreilles, "ear drops") A Salish
tribe around the lake and along the river of the same name in the extreme
northern part of Idaho and northeastern Washington, Gibbs divided them into
the Kalispelms or Pend d'Oreilles of the Lower Lake and tho Slka-tkml-schior
Pend d! Oreilles of the Upper Lake, and according to Dr, Dart the.former
numbered 520 in 1851, the latter 480 (Pacific Railroad Report I, 415, 1855).
McVickar (Hlstorlcal Expedition Lewis and Clark, II, 386, note, 1842) made
three divisions: Upper Pend d! Oreilles, Lower Pend d! Oreilles, and Mick-

‘ sucksealton, Lewis and Clark estimated their mmber at 1,600 in 30 lodges in

1805, In 1905 there wore. 640 Upper Pend d'Oreilles and 197 Xalispel under

the Flathead agency, Montana, and 98 Kalispel u.ndor the Colville agency,
Washmgton.

The subdivisions, being scldom roferred to, are dlsrega.rded in the - .
synonymy

Fok ke ek ok

KIOWA.

b

KlOW& (from Gali-Gwu, or Ka'wi-gwu, "principal peéple," their own name.)
- A tribe at one time residing about the upper Yellowstone and Missouri, but
better known as centering about the upper Arkansas :and Canadian in Colorado-and
Ok'!.ahoma., and constituting, so far as present k:nowledge ‘goes, a distinct lin-

xgulstic stock, They are notlced in.Spanish records as early, at least, as 1732,

Their: oldest tradition, which - % agrees with the concurrent testimony of the Sho-
shom. and Arapaho, locates them: a.bout, the junction of Jefferson, Madison, and
Galla’cin forks, at the extreme head of the Missouri River, in the nelghborhood of
the present Virginia City, Montana, They afterward ‘moved down from the moun~
ta‘ins and formed an alliance with the Crows, with whom they have since continued
“on friendly terms, From here they drifted southward along the base of the
mou.nta.ins, driven by the Cheyenne and Arapaho, with whom they finally made

bPeace about 1840, after which they commonly acted in concert with the latter

18
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,,Atrl'bet\. fhe S’im Claim to havel driven them ‘out of* the Black: Hill s and in 1805

.they were:reported:by- Lewis and.Clark as livingon'the"North" Plat{',e., Accoriling
to--the, Kiowa account when: they first reached ths Arkifisas Rn.ver, they ‘found their
passage; opposed: by the Comanche, who claimed all the ‘cobiitry-to the south. . A

- warifollowed, but peace .was.finally concluded, when the Kiowa crossed over Vﬂto

the ‘south side .oftheArkansas and formed a confederation: with:the Comanche,

. wh::.ch contimies to the present day., In connection'with the Comanche ‘they carried

on a constant war upon the frontier settlements of Mexico and Texas, extending
their incursions as far south, at least as Durango, Among all the prairie
tribes they were noted.as the most predatory and blooédthirsty, and have probably
killed more white men in proportion to their ‘mumbers than ey of the others,
They made their first treaty with the Govermment in 1837, and were put on their
present reservation jointly with the Comanche and Kiowa Apache ‘in 1868, Their

».last outbroak was in 1874-75 in connection: with' the Comanche, Kiowa Apache, ‘and
. Cheyennc, Whilc probably never very numerous, they have been greatly reduced

. Ry war and disease. Their last terrible blow came in the spring of 1892 when
mea.sles and fever destroyed more than 300 of the three confeclera’ced tribes,

The Kiowa.s d.o not have the genglle system, and- thorc is no restriction as
to i_ntemarnage among the divisions;‘6f:which they have six, including the _Klowa
Apache associated with them who form a component part of ‘the-Kiowa camp circle,

- A -seventh division, the Kuato, is now extinct, The tribal divisions in the
.order of the camp circle, from the entrance at the east southward, are Ka'ba.,

Kogui, Ka:.gwu, Klngep, Semat (i, e., Apache), and Kongtalyui.’

Although bra.ve a.nd. wa.rlike, the K:Lowa are congidered inferior in most - re-
spects ‘to the. Comanche., In person they are:dark and heavily built, forming a
marked contrast to the more slender. and brighter complexioned prairie tribes.

- farther:-north, Their language is full of nasal and choking sounds and is not

well, adapted to.rhythmic composition, Their present chief is Gu:.-pago(lglo),

:"Tone Wolf,".but his title is'disputed by Apiatan, They occupied the same reser-
‘vation with the Comancho'and Kiowa Apache, betweon Washita and Red rivers,- -in

southwestern: Oklahoma, but in 1901 their lands were allottodin severalty and
the remainder opened to settlementy Population 1,165 in 1905, Consult Mooney,

i Ghost-~dance :religion,14th Roport Bureau of Amerlca.n Bthnology, part 1, 1896, -

and Calendgr History of the Kiowa, 17th Report Bureau of American Ethnology,
pa.rt 1, 1898. . .
A Aok sk Aok Aok

RUTEAL,

oo

Kutenal (eorrupted :E‘om, posSlbly by way of the la.nguage of Siksika
of Kutonaqa., one of their name for" themselves). A péople forming a distinct
1ingu1st:|.c stock; . the Kitunahan family: ‘of Powell, who inhabit parts of south~
iea.stern British:Columbia and northerii’Montana and Ida.ho, from ‘the lak:es near ‘
the*ssource ‘of :Columbia’ River- tG Pend d'Oreille Iake, Their 1egends and: trad:a....

o !tions indicate 'that they origimllm dwelt east of the Rocky Mountains, probably

[in Montana., :whence they’ were driven westward by the Siksika, their hereditary
enemies, :Tho''two: tribes now live on amicable tenns, and some- 1nterma.rr1age ‘has
taken place; i:Befdre:thésbuffalo disappeared from the plains they often had -

[ Joint:humting expeditions, Recollection of ths' treatment’ of the ‘Kutenai by the

Siksika remains, however, in the name they give the latter, Sahantla ("bad people™)
They entertained also a bad opinion of the Assiniboin (Tlutlameekn, "cut-—throats"),

~and the Cree (Gutskiawa "liara"),

L. 19
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The Kutenal lang'uage is spolen.in: twd” éllghtly differing dialects, Uppéd

. and Lower Rutenais A few uncertain points’ ‘of similarity: in grammatical ‘stride

ture w:.th the Shoshonean tongues:scem- to:oxist, w -The language ‘is incorporativc

. 'both w1th resPGct to the pronoun.and: the noun.object, Prefixes and sufifixos”

a‘bound, the profix aq(k) -, in nquns occurring.with remarksble frequency, - As in
tho. Algonquian tongues, tho .form .of -2 word used in composition differs. from that
which it has ‘independently, Redupllca,tion is very ra.re, occurring only inia
fow:ouns, . some of which are-possibly of forelgn or:Lg:Ln. ‘There are a few loan-
words. from Salishan dlalects, : : el e

'I‘he Upper Kutenai :mclude the followmg su.bdlv:Ls:Lons. Aklskemﬂdm.k
.A.knmnik Akanekunik, and Al»:wonlk s

. 'The Iower Kutonal aro more pr:.mi ive and nomadio, less uader the in,- ,
fldence of tho Ga,thollc church, and more given to.gambling, They have long been
river and lake Indians, and possess peculiar -bark -canoes that resemble somo: of
those used in the Amur region in Asia (Mason in Report -National Museum, 1899),
Of latc years many of them have talon to horses and are skillful in their
mgnagemont, The.Upper Kutenal leecp ncarcr the settlements, often obtaining

- a living by scrving the settlers. ayd miners in various ways, Many of them have

" practically ceased to be canoemen .and travel by horse, .Both the Upper and the
Lower Kutenal hunt and fish, the latter depending more on fish for food, .
.Phys:.ca.ll,f, the Kutenai are well developed and rank among the taller tribes of
British Columb:.a.. Indications of race mixtpre. seem to be- shown in tho form of
the hoad, Their general charactor from the time of De Smet has been reported
good, Their morality, kindness, and hospitality are noteworthy, and more than
any other Indians 6% the country they hew avoided.drunkenness and lewd intere
course with' the whites, Their mental ahility is comparatively high, and the
efforts of the missionaries have been rewarded with succcss, They are not ex-
cess1ve1y given to:omotional instabilitys do not lack a sense of interest, and
can concentrato attentlon when necosgsary., Their social system is simple, and’
no evidence of the.existence of totems or sccrot’ societics has been found, . The
chlefta,lnsh:.p, now more or less elective, was probably hereditary with - limito~
tions; slavery of war prisoners was formerly in vogue; and.relatives wers re-.
sponsfble for the debts ‘of a decosad. person,. Marriage was originally poly-"

‘ gamous; divorced: women were allowed to marry. again, JAdoption by marriage.or by

res:dence of more than a year was gorron, Women could hold cortain kinds of:-;
proPerty, such as tonts and utenc:u]_ A werpild was customary. Religion was
asort of sun worship, and the bolmf in the emsoulment of all things and in
reincarnation prevailed, The land of the dead was in the sun, from which at
some time all the departed would descend to LakePma d' Oreille to meet the
RKutenai then living, In the old days the medicinc-men were very powerful, their
influence surviving most with the Lower RKutcnai, who still paint their faccs on
dange occasions; but tattoodny is rare. Except a sort, of reed pipe, a:bone
flute and the drun, musical instrumonts were unknown to themj but they had
gambllng, danclng,and mechc:me songs, The Lower Kutenai are still exceedingly
addn.cted to. ga.m‘blmb, the.u' favorite being a noisy variety of -the widespread
guess—stzck gane, The Kutenai werc in former days great buffalo hunterss Fire-

g arms havo driven out the bow and arrow, save as ch:.ldren's toys or for killing

b:l.rds. N Spea.r:.ng, the basket tra.p, and wicker woirs were much in use by the
Lower Exltena.l.. Bes::.des the bark canoe, they had clugquta, “both 'skin and rush-
lodges were bu11t° the sweat . h.ouse was universal;. ~ Stone- harmors ‘werd s‘bill »:gn

S
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use in’ parts oft’:_aﬁr country in the lasis years .of the nineteenth century. The
Lower' Kuterai ‘are” &till” noted f6r their: ‘waterstight- ‘bagkets of split ‘roots, In
dress they originally resembled the Plaine Indians rather than those of the
coast, -but- ¢contact with the whites has greatly modified théir-costume, While
fond.'of “the white 'man's tobatto, they have a’ soft of théir own made of willow

SRR IS

- bark, 4 large part of their food supply is now obtained from-the whitess For*

food, medicine, and economical’ pllrposeq~ the Kutenai use a 1argc number of" the
plaht - products. of .their -ehivironment (Chamberlain fn Verh, do‘Berl, Ges. ‘f, Anthr,
5516, 1895), They wére ‘gifted also with estletic appreciation of several ‘_'
plants and: flowers, -The diseases from which thé Kutenai suffer most are consump-
tion and ophthalmic troubles., Intcresting maturity ceremonies still survive
in part, Tho mythology and folklore of the Kutenai consist chiefly of cosmic
and ethnic myths, animal ta.lcs, etc.s In the animal teles the coyote, as an
adventurer and doceiver, is the most prominent figure, and with him are often
associated the chicken hawk, the grizzly bear, the fox, the cricket, and the
wolf.» Other -creatures which appear in these storiés are the beaver, bui‘falo,
ca.r:.bou, chjpmunk, deery dog, moose, mountain lion; rabbit, squirrel, skuirik, -
duck, ‘eaglo, grouse, gooso, ‘magple, owl, snowbird, tomtit, trout, whale,” ’-"3
bu’cterfly, mosquite; frog,:'toad,.:and turtle, Most of ‘the cosmogonic legends™
seem to ‘balong to the -nox*thWestern Pacifia cycle; many of the coyote ta.les 'be-
long -to -the oycle of . the Rocky Moam‘ba.l‘n rogi.on'=others have a Sioua.n or Algon,-
quian aspect in somc particulars,’ ” Their .delugs myth ¥s peculiar in several

 respects,. A number of tales of ‘gidits occub, two of -the legends, "Seven Heads"

and "Lame Knee," suggesting Old World analogies, The story 6f the "Man in the
Moon" is probably borrowed from French sourcess

While few ev:.d.ences of - the:nr ar’slstic a.bility in- the way of p:.ctographs, ,
blrohbark drawings, etc., havé been reported, -the-Kutenai are mo mean draftemen,
Some of them possess an idea of map making and have a good senge of the physieal
features of the country., Some of their drawings of the horse and the buffalo
are characteristically lifelike and quiite décurate. The ornamentation of their
moccasins and other articles, the work of the women, is oftcn elaborate, one of
the motives of their decorative art being the Oregon grape. They do not seam
to have made pottery, nor to have indulged in nood—-carv:.ng to a large extent,
Ihe, ‘direct contact of .the Kutona.:n. with +the whités is comparatively rocent, Thoir
word -for whito. man, Suyapi, ‘1§ ‘4dentical with the Nez Perce Sucapo (Parker, =
Jotirnal, 381, 1840), .and is probably borrowed, ' Otherwise the white man is
~called Nutlugene;, "stranger. " * They have bhad few serious troubles with the whites,
and are not now a warlike people, -As yet the Canadian Kutenai are not- réserva~
tiom. Ij’idlans. The United States.scems to-hdve imade no direct treaty with- the'
tribe'for: the .extinguishmont of thoir territorial rlghts (Royce in 181"1’1 R91301'17

Bur,,eau oi‘ Amerlcan Etb:nology, 856). e

: :-. Wl 7 ¢

: Within sthe. Kutenaz. area, on the Colum'bla 1akes, 11ve & colony of Shushwap
('Salisha.n) known as MKinbaskets," numbering 56 in 1904< In that year the Kutenan.
LiniBritvishs territory were reported to nmber 553, as follows: Lower Columbia '
Lake, 80s:Tower Kutemai (Flatbow), 172; Stu Mary's (Fort 'Steele) ;1 '216: - Tobaceo
Plains, 61: Arrow Lake (West Kutenai), 24, These returns indicate a decrease of
about 150 in 13 years, The United Statds Census of 1890 gave the mumber of
Kutenai in Idaho and Montana as 400 to 5003 in 1905 those under the Flathead
‘agency, Montans, were reported to mxp.ber ‘564, Tho Kutenai have given their name
to Kootenai R:Lver, the d:.stra.cts of East, West, and N«nrth I{ootenay, British
w e [Egltd
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Colmnbia., ﬁddteﬁai Lalte British Columbia, Kootanie Pass in the Rodky Mountains,
Kootqnai .county and the.town.of Kootenni, Idaho, and to,other places on, both -
s:l. ea 4n§‘ the. lhternat:onal bounélary (Amerlcan A.nthropology, IV, 348-850, 1902)4

Oonsult Boas, E:Lrst General Report on the: Ind:.ans of Brit:.sh Colum‘bia
1n Report 3B, A. A, S,, 1889;. Gham’berlaln, Report on the. Eootenay Indians,
in Report B, A, A, S,, 18923 a.lso various articles by the same author since
1892 in American Anthr0pology, Journal American Folklore, and American Anti. .

. ‘,quar:.an, Hale in United States Exploring Expedition, VI, 1846; Maclean, Canam

- dian Savage Folk, 1896; de Smet (1) Oregon Missions,.1847: (2) ‘New Indian
_ Sketches, 1863; Tolmie and Dawson, Comparat‘iv_e Vocabularies British Columbia, 1884,

Eiiiil
PIEGAN,

P:.ega.n (P:.kunl, referring to people having badly dmssed robes.) One of
the three tribes of the Siksika or Blackfoot Confederacys Its divisions, as
given by Grirmcll are! .Ahahpitape, Ahka:l.ylkokakn.niks, Kiyis, Sikutsipumaiks, .
Slkopoks:.malks, Ts:.nlksistsoyiks, Kutaiimiks, Ipoksimaiks, Sikokitsimiks, - . .
Nitawylks, Apikaiyiks, Miahwa.hpltsik.s, Nltakoskltsz.pxplks, Nitikskiks, Inuls-
siks, Mlawk:.naly:.ks, Esksinaitupiks,. Inuks:Lkahkopwa.iks, Kohmitaiks, EKutaisot.
sima.n, Nltots1k31ssta.n1ks, Motwainaiks, Mokumiks, and Motahtosiks, Hayden
(Et,hnog,t aphy,: and Fhilology of the Indian Tribes of the Missouri Valley, 264, 1862
giVes also Susksoyiks, . . .

In 1858 the Piegan in the United States were estimated to number 3, 700.
Hayden three years later estimated the population at 2,520.. In 1906 there were
2 072 under ‘the Blackfoat. agency in Monta.na, and 493 under the Piegan agoncy

n Al‘berta, Canada,

. - _
SALISH (FLATHEAD).

Sallsh (Oklnagan‘ salst "people"). Formerly a ls.rge ‘and powerful divier

':‘eion of ’cho Salishan femily, o which they gave their name, 1nhab1’c1ng rmuch of:

western Montana and centering around Flathead Lake and valley. A more popula.r

;;,des;gnatn.on for" th;s tribe is Flatheads, given to them by.the surroundlng poople,
© now ;because they . artifically deformed their heads, but because, in

contra.distinctlon to. most tribes, farther west, they keft them in their natura.l
condit:.on, flat on top, . They Il.:wed mainly by, hunting, The Salish, -with; the’.
cognate Pend 4t Oreille and the Kutenal, by treaty of Hell Gate, Monta:aa., Ju.'l.y
16, 1855, ceded to the United States their lands in Montans and Idaho, They also

: joa.ncd in the peace treaty at the mouth of Judith River, Montana, October. 17,
0 ,1855, Lewis and. Clark estimated their. popula.tlon in 1806 to be 6003 Gibbs. gave

£he11; probable number in 1853 as 325, a diminution said to be due: to. wars with the
v.Si‘ks:.lm;A mumber of Flathea.d.s under Flathead agency, Montana (1909),, 598..-

W R ]

SHOSHONT, -

‘The most northerly ‘-d‘ivg.’z.sion of the Shoehonean family, They formerly
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occupied western Wyom:.ng, meeting the Ute on the south, the entire central and
.ysouthern parts of -Idaho, -except.the territory taken by.ths Bannock, northeastern
,Neva.da., and a - small. strip:of: U’oah ‘wesh of Great: Salt Laks, -The Snake River
country in Idaho. is, perhapsd; ‘to be.considered their stronghold, The morthern
bands were found. by Lewis and-’Clark in 1805, on.the. headwaters of the Missouri
in wesi;ern Montana, but they had ranged previously. farther east on the plains,
whence they had been driven into the' Rocky Mountains by the hostile Atsina and
Siksilm, who alrcady possessed firearms, Nowhere had the Shoshoni established

themsolves on the Columbia, although they reached that river on their raid:.ng
excursmns.

. The origin of: the term Shoshon:. a.ppea,rs to be unlmom. Jt apparently is
not a Shoshoni word, and although ‘the.neme is recognized by the Shoshoni as
applying to themselves, it probably originatod among somo other tribe, The
Cheyenne name for tho.Comanche, wha spéak the Shoshoni language,- is: Shishinoats-
hitaneo, "snake prnople;" but they have: a different name for the.Shoshoni, The
.term Snake seems-to have no etymological connection with thé designation Sho-
‘shoni. . It has been variously and frequently:applied to' the. northern bands of
the Shoshoni, especially those of Oregon, By rocent official usage the term
Snake has been restricted to.the Yahuskin ‘and Walpapi of Oregon, Hoffman was of
the opinion that the name.Snake comes from a misconception of the sign for Snako
_ .Indians, made by :a sorpentine motion of the hand with the index finger extended.,
This he.thought really has. reference to.the weaving of the grass lodges of the
Shoshon:., a reasonable assuhmption, sihce they are known as “gra.ss-house people,
.- or by some, sim:l.la.r nmne, aamong numerous tribes. : )
The more northerly and easterly Shoshoni were ho.rse and buffalo In‘dmans,
and in character and in warlike prowess compared favorably with most western-
tribes, To the west in western Idaho along Snake River, and .to 'the south'in
Novada the tribes reprosented a lower.types . Much, of this country was barren m
the ex’creme and comparatively devoid of large game, and asg the naturé of the’
country differed, so did, the inhabitants. They deperded .for food to a large ex-
tent on fish, whlch was supplemented by rabbits, roots, nuts, and seeds. Those
_were -the- Indmans most frequently called "Diggerse" They were also called Sho~
..ghokog,. or "Wolkers," which simply means that the.Indians so called were too -
...poor to.possess horses, though the term was by no means. I'L,S'brlc‘bed to- this sec—
‘aion, 'bc:.ng applied to horseless Shoshoni everywhere. : :

None of t,hese Shoshon:. wOore a.gricxﬂ.tumsts. In genera.l, the style of
habitations corresponded.to.the two types of Shoshoni, In the north.and east:
they lived in tipis, but in the Sagebrush country to.the west they used brush
shelters entlrely, and Bonneville found the.tribes of Snake River wintering in
such shelters without roofs, being merely half circles of .brush, ‘behind which
they obtained an imperfect protection.from wind and snow. -There were many. diam
lects among the Shoshoni, :corresponding to the greater.or, less degree of isola~
tion of .the several tribes, .>They pr esented howover, no osszant:.al d:.fferences
and: mere: a.ll mutually intelligi‘ble. . Lt e .

In 1909 there. were .in Idsho 1 766 Shoshon:i and Ba.nnoclc ‘under ‘the I‘or‘b 339.11
school (of whom 474 had recently been transferred from the old Lemhi Reservation),
and :aboiit /200 not under official "supervision; in Nevada. there wore 243 under the
* ‘Wostern-Shoshoni school, and .about 750 not under ~ " agency or school control, In

23



-Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

“en
-8
—=

RO

[

H3361

Wyoming, under.the Shoshoni school, thore were 816, formerly known as’ Washaki's
band, fron its chief, Deducting about 500  Bannock fzam.:thesé Tifurei, the total
Shoshoni. pépulation approximatee 3,250, The Shoshoni divisions, .so far as known,
-were? .Hohandiks, Shovarboobeer, Shohoaigadika, Shonivikidiks, Tazasigadika,
Towahnahjooks, Tukuariks, Tussaweche, Washaki, Wihinasht, and Yahandika,

. . : stk ok ok : _—

SIKSIEKA, (Blackfeet)

Siksika (black feet, from siksinam "black," ka the root of ogkatsh "foot,”
The origin of the name is disputed, but it is cormonly believod to have refor-
ence to the discoloring of their moccasins by the ashes of the prairie firos;
it may passible have reference to black~painted moccasins, such as were worn by

. the Pawnee, Sihasapa, and other tribes), An important Algonguian confederacy

of the northern plains, consisting’of three subtribes, the Siksika proper or
Blackfeet, the Kainah or Bloods, and the Piegan, the wholo body being popularly
known as Blackfeet, In close alliance with these are the Atsina and the Sarsi,

Within the recent higtoric period, until gathered upon reservations, the
Blackfeet held most of the immense territory stretching almost from North Sas-
katchewan River, Canada, to the southern headstreams of the Missouri in Montana,
and from about longitude 105° to the base 4f the Rocky Mountains, A century
earlier, or about 1790, they were found by Mackenzie occupying the upper and
middle South Saskatchewan, with the Atsina on the lower course of the seme stream,
both: tribes being apparently in slow migration toward the northwest (Mackenzie,
Voyages, lxx~Ixxi, 1801). This would make them the vanguard of the Algonquian
movement from the Red River country, With the exception of a temporary occu~-
pancy by invading Cree, this extreme northern region has always, within the
historic period, been held by Athapascan tribes, The tribe is now settled on
three rescrvations in Alberta, Canada, and one in northwestern Montana, about
half being on each side of the international boundary.

. So far as history and tradition go, the Blackfcet have been roving lmf?aio
hunters, dwelling in tipis and shifting periodically from place to place, with~-
out permenent habitations, without the pottery art or canoes, and without agri-
culture excopting fer the sowing and gathering of a species of native tobacco,
They also gathered the camas root in the foothills, Their traditions go back
0 a time when they had no horses and hunted their game on foot, but as early
as Mackenzies time, before 1800, .they already had many horses, taken from
tribes farther to the south, and later they became noted fart their grc.eat horse
therdse It is ontirely probable that their spread over the plains region was
due ‘largely to the acquisition of the horse, and, about the same time, ?f the
‘@in, They weroc restless, aggressive, and predatory people, and, excepting for
ithe Atsina and Sarsi, who lived under their protection, wore constantly at war
iwith all their neighbors, the Cree, Assiniboin, Sioux, Crows, Flatheads, and
Kutenal, While never regulérly at war with the United States, their general
attitude toward Americans in the early days was one of hostility, while main-
ltaining a doubtful friendship with the Hudson's Bay Companys,

. Their culture was that of the plains tribes-generally, although thero is ~ "~ '

. vevidence of an earlier culture, approximately- that of the eastern timber tribes.

- 24
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Tl;,e three ,pain div1sions seem %o have ;been independer; of each other, each
3 wn sin datice, e ind:el6Gtive Heddehilss, d1though the';
f.eet proper a.ppear to hg,ve‘.. beén’ tl} Lormgina.l ,nucleus., , ’
subdiv:.dega: 1nto a', mnnber of bands‘, r

Blackfeet a',s the Ilnmuhkahts:., ‘or MALTE Comrades‘, " gnd conszstlng formerly, ac~
cordmg to° Gr:.nnell, of at least twelvs. -ordexrs or socletles, ‘most of which are
“Tiow extmct. They ‘have a great number of’ dances-—relig:l.ous, war, and soc:na.l-—-
'besn.d.es cret soc:Leties for various pgrposes, together ‘with many’ ”'Sacred 'bun-
dles, ! a.rmmd eaeh of which conters a ritual, : Prqct:.cally every adult has also
his personal"medic:.ne." Both sexes may be ‘members of 'some soc:ptzes; Thei
prlpcipal de:.ties are the su.n, a.nd a superna.tura.l ‘being known as "Napie' "01 “Man, "
who may be a.n 1ncarnatlon of the ‘some idea, The dead are usua.lly deposmted ,j
in trees or somet:mes 1a1d away in tlpls erected for the - purpose on promment

As ﬁusual, many of the early estimates of Blackfoot population are plainly
unrel.ia‘ble. The best appears to be that - of Ma.ckenzle, who estimated them" about
1?90 ‘at 2 2250 to'2, 500 warriors, or perhaps:'9,000 ‘soule, In 1780-81, ifi 1837-38

‘m 1845 :m 1857~58, and -in 1869, they sui‘fered grea.t losses by smallpox.: In

1864 they ‘were reduced by measles, ‘and in 1883-—84 some 600 of those in Montana diec

of isheer- ‘starvation in consequence of the sudden extinction of the buffalo co:m- ‘

cident ‘with a reduction of rationss -The’ official Indian report for 1858 gave

them 7 300 souls, but another ‘estimate; quoted by~ Hayden as having been’ ‘made

"u.nder “the most favorable circumstances" about the same" time,” ‘gives ‘them* 2,400

warrn.ons, and ‘6,720 souls, In 1909 ‘they were. off:xcially reported to mumber-in

all 4,635 vizt Blackfoot agency, Alberta, 795; Blood Agency, Alverta, I 174°

Piegan agency, Alberta., 471‘ Black:foot agency (Pzegan) Montana 3,195- U ‘

Gonsult Gr:.nnell Blacld‘oot Lodge Tales, 1892‘ Hayden, Ethnog. ‘and Phllbl.
Mo. Val,, 18623 Schultz, My Life as-an Indian, 19073 Wissler (1) in Ontario™
Archa.eol. Rep. for 1908, 1906 (2) in Anthr Pap. Am. Mus. Nat, - Hist.. ) Pt
- ’1910 . o

SRR

w "Ya.,ﬁlcton (iha.nke “cnd " ton'wa.n "village"' Mend v111age") Ono of tho seven
prmary &1v1s1ons ‘of" ‘the Dak:ota, constituting, with the closcly relatod. Yankn
tonai ,,til'te m:.ddle group,’ P

RN

'_,'be:mg spoloen a,lso 'bJ the Ya.nktona:., for “the two tr:.bes were “the outgrowth of I
one or:.g:.ml “Stem, “Although the, ‘name Yanlcton was known’ earher than Yanktonai,
it does not follow that the Wankton were the older tribe, Lopg (HExpediticn ‘St.
Peteris River, I, 3’?8,,}524) spoaks of the Yankton as descendants of the Yank-
tﬂo’r‘w"ﬂ.. e Tho Assiniboin, Who. Were ah ‘offshoot from the. Yanktona:i, are ment:.one‘dl
“in! 4‘9}3@* esu:\.t Relation for"l 40" "a.i’tr:.be‘ ‘henge th "“'Ya.nk onai mugt have ;
in* e:xi nce as ‘a tribe before ‘t‘ t -time, This fact ,.SerVes as an’ ald :m trac-

YE" back thé Yankton ‘both h:.stox‘i‘g:a',l‘ly a:ncl ge'ogmphlcally. ‘ However, the na. osr
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’J.f)”w‘« oY% "-m;": L0
them. is. o Hennepin' q ﬂgnga,p (1688) on

a.c,zﬂz.n.‘deso*’oa, in the reglon “of Lesch’ Lake or Red Lakg A'I’h:l.s p 0111_:'170‘11]’.,6,11
accorfi geograph cally with the[withd:a.wal of the’ Assin:.bo:.n to tﬁe éreé., _In the
e;qgcun’cmof Hennepin's exped:.tion attributed to. '‘Tontd | (1697), 'they are nentione
in onnection with the Sa.nteo, Teton, and. S:.oux, located abm:.t the"h )
i the Mississlppi. . Both these references would secm t0 a.pply as wel .
anktpnai as to the Yank:ton' it is proba'ble tha.t both are referred ‘oc-u.nd,r, o:ie

WAL G

geie era.l name. ’ La Ghesna,ye (1697) ‘included’ them a.mong the t:ribes tHat dwelt

fr e, fnsn
~#§7‘3 £ i1 f it}s%

.,:,north of’ Ma.lle Ira.c, .and, placed them north of 'the ‘Santes’ ‘and other Sicux.‘ .Ise -

(91 -ALLLO, LA, A04 DLACeA TOSM Doril ol a6 »anivoe and LULel' 5. dhli

'“Sueu.r,,(l’?OO), however ‘speaks. of a village or tribe of the western, Sioux,
,,‘(Ma.rgry, Dec., VI, 87, '1887), the' ‘Hinhanotons, - 1dentifled by ‘Shea, pro‘oably

......

correctly, w:.th the Yankton, wh:l.ch he callsg the .. Village of the Q;uarm ‘of” Rcd.
Stone‘.‘"v, If thls refers, as’ is maintamed by Wlll:.amson, t0 the plpestoz;e ‘
quarry in"extremé ‘southwestern Minnesota, ‘it would indicate a sudden change
of res::.dence, Junless the references are in.one Place to one and in a.nother to
3 other tr:.be, or apply to. difforent v:.llages or. band.s. ) W:.ll;amson (z,iqne,-_)
8 Historical Gollectlon, ",I,; 96, 1860) considered. the. H:.nhanetons a part.only
of 'bhe Yankton. ‘ Therc are ind.:.cat;.ons that a wesi:wa.rd. movement t00k placo about

tpe time Ia, Sueur visited that .region. On De I'Isle's map of 1708 ‘the 'Yankton

.......

- Iovga. For about a cenmry they dropped almost ent:.rely from history, “there.

{

being. scarcely a notice of. thom except, as mcluded in the genora.l tem. Sloux. :
Whon :thoy werq;again brought.to notice by Lewis and Clark (1804).they bad..
shifted but -1ittle from, the. posi’cion thoy . oocup:.od. a.t the beginning of. .the .
prem.ous century. Accord:.;ng to these explorers. they ‘roamed over. the regions of
the James, . ‘Big Sioux, and; Des, :Moines rivers... Lew:;s -in his Stat:.stical View,
locates them on James, Bl snd Little Sioux, Floyd, and Des Moines rivers, am
Arepthat. includes the district ;of the-pipestone;quarry, where Le Suour placed
them mFrom rthis t:une they became an important fa.ctor in. the history of . the
noi-gthwest,; ¢I-ong (1823) says tha.t thcy aro.in;/ every rcspect simllar Yo ’ohe
Ya.nktona.:l. and had probably sepdrated. from ‘thom. "They. froquented "the M:.sscuri
and generally trafficked with the traders on that river. Their hunting grounds
were east of the Missouri. Drake (1848) .located them in 1836 about the heade
waters of Red River of the North. According to the Report on Indian Affairs for
1842 and a statement by Ramsey in 1849 they lived along Vermillion River, South
ota. At the time of the Mimmesota outbreak in 1862 their chief, Pala-
a.pe, Wisely kept them from. joining the. hostiles, and sent warning to_the
‘Q'people“m Dakota 0, fleg to the forts, ’choroby ‘saving hund.reds‘df 1.1ves.,
tréa‘by of Wash:.ngton Aprll 19 1858, ‘they codocl all the:.r 1gnds dn
5 excepting a reservatn.on on ‘the northorn ba.nk ‘of Mi.'s‘éour:. Rrver,f
e sinco romained. :Ln poaco with tho whitos. Immodiatoly aftcr tho
g ' t

do.’oe to q%sce},ncl thoriver if thpy cmzild pr{;qv,exr}tjit ‘ Lgyvg‘*.l ;

R ™ 5.3,.’1 t,

b :
rcgh descr:.‘qe ’chem as zbeing in person stou.t well prOportloned, and exh ‘bitiﬁg
a Certain air of digmty and boldness, Their dress is described as differing

- 26




‘Réproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives:

_ Ty 73361

in no respect ffrom- that of other bands encountered, They had then only a few
gund; being. generally.armed with bows and arrows, in the use. of which: thoy. did

.not. appear as eoxpert as_the more.northerly Indians, Pike describes them and .

‘the Yanktonai as never stationary, but, like the Teton, as more erratic than

‘other Sioux, Lewis (1807) estimated their numbor at 700.. Pike (1807) esti--
mated the population of the Yankton and Yanktonai at 4,300, The Report on- -
Indian Affairs for 1842 gives the Yankton a population of 2,500; in 1862 the:
estimate was 3,0003 in 1867, 2,530; in 1886, 1,776, Their present number is:
not: definitely kmown, the Yankton and the Yanktonai being seemingly confused

.. on the different Sioux reservations, Most of the Indians under the Yankton.

school, South Dakota, are Yankton, and numbered in all 1,739 in 1909, There
were also about 100 under the Fort Totten school, North Dakota, a few under the
Crow Creek school, South Dakota, and a few under the Lower Frule school,

South Dakota, The so-called Yankton on the Fort Peck Reservationjy Montana, are
really Yanktonai, ) . S ’

The bands as given by J. O, Dorsey (1878) are as follows: Chankute,
Chagu, Wakmuhaoin, Ihaisdaye, Wacheunpa, Ikmun, Oyateshicha, and Washichun.
chincha, Culbertson (Smithsonien Report, 1850, 141, 1851) mentions a "Band who
do not cook," and another "Who eat no geese," which cannot be identified with
any of these divisions; and Schoolcraft (Indien Tribes, III, 612, 1853) in-
correctly makes Wahnaatas the name of one of the Yanlkton bands.

sesokorckkkokok

YANKTONAI,

Yanktonai(iha®ke end, tobwan village, na diminutive; "littlemend
village,"-Riggs), One of the soven primary divisions or subtribes of the
Dakota, speaking the same dialect as the Yankton and believed .to be the elder
tribe, ILong evidently obtained a tradition from the Indians to this effects
The' first apparent reference to one of the tribes in wiiich the other is not in-
cluded is that to the Yankton by Iax Sz’ in 1700, It is.mot until noticed by
Lewis and Clark in 1804 that they reappear,. These explorers state that they.
roved on the headwaters of the Sioux, Jeames, and Bed rivers. The migration
from their eastern home, north of Mille Iac, Minnesota, probably took place &t
the beginning :of..the 18th century.. . It is. likely that they followed or acécom-
panied .‘che.-Teton,;while,-the Yankton turned more and more: toward the southwest.
Long:(1823) speaks of them as one of thée most impoitint of the Dakota tribess:
their hunting grounds extending from Red River to-the Missouri. Warren (1855)
glves as ther habitat the country between the James River and the Missouri,
extending as.far north as Devils Lake, and states that they fought against the
United States in the War of 1812, and that their chief at that time went to .
England, It docs not appear that this tribe took any part in the Minnesote -
massacre of 1862, In 1865 separate tréatics of peace were made with the United
States by the Uppor and Lower Yanktonai, binding them to use their influence
and power to prevent hostilities not only against citizens, but also between the
Indian tribes in the rogion occupied or frequented by them, Subsequently they
were gathered on reservations, the Upper Yanktonai mostly at Standing Roclk.
partly also at Devils Iake, North Daknta;'@he Lower Yanktonai (Bunkpatina)
chiefly on Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota but part at Standing Rock Reser-
vation, North Dakota, and some at Fort Peck Reservation, Montana.

Their customs and characteristics are those common to the Dakota, Long
(1823) states that they had no fixed residence, but dwelt in fine lodges of
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’wéll-zd:eséed and d.ecora‘bed. skrns, and. frequented, for the purpOse ‘of¥ trade, :

Iake Trdverse; Big Stons Iake, and Cheyenne: Rwer. ‘Their ‘8higf, ‘Wanotan, wore
a::splendid cloak of buffalo -skins, dressed so.as'to be a fine white color,
which was decorated with tufts of owl feathers and others of various hues. His
necklace was formed of &bout 60 claws of the grizzly bear, and: his leggings,
Jacket and moccasins were of white skins profusely decorated with, humsn hair,

the moccasins being variegated with plumage feom several birds, In his ha:.r,
secured by a strip of red cloth, he wore nine sticks, neatly cut and smoothed
and painted with vermilion, whi.ch dosighated” the number of gunshot wounds he had
received, His hair was:plaited in two tresses, which hung forward; his face

was painted with vermillon, and in his hand he carr1ed a large {‘Q.n of turkey
feathers,

The prima.ry diﬁsions of the tribe are Upper Yanktonai and Hunkpatina,
These are really subtribes, each having its organization,

The flrst notlce of subdivisions is that by ‘Tewis and Clarlc, who mention
the Kiyuksa, Wazikute, Hunlcpatma, and the unidentified Hahatonwanna,.Honeta~
parteenwaz, and Zeartar. Hayden (1862) mentions the Hunkpatina, Pabaksa, and
Wazikute, and speaks of two other bands, one called the Santee, and probably
not Yanktonai, J,.0., Dorsey gives as subdivisions, which he calls gentes, of’
the Upper Yanktonai; Wazilmte, Takini, Shikshichena, Bokihon, Kiyuksa, Pabaksa,
and another vhose name was not ascertained, His subdivisions of the Hunkpatina
are Putetemini, Shungikcheka, Takhuhayuta, Sanona, Ihasha, Iteghu, and
Pteyuteshni, Engllsh traslations of names of bands of Yanktonai of which
little else is kmown are "The hand that wishes the 1ife! and "The few that
liVed. oo . '

SR The poplilatioh as given at differen’c dates varies widely., Lewis and .
Clark (1806).estimate the men at 500, equal to & total of about 1,750; Leng

..(1823) ,~ 5,200; Report Indian Affairs for 1842, 6,000; Warren in 1856, 6,400;

in! 1867, “4,5003 . Indian Affairs Report for 1874, 2,266; in 1885 returns from o
the. agenc_ies gave . 6,618, while in 1886. the reportoc’i numbe:i' was only 5,109,.

. The Lower.Yanktonai, or Hunkpatina, are chiefly under the Crow Creek school,’

Sounth Dekota, where, together with some lLower Brules, Miniconjou, and Two -
Kottles, they numbered 1,019 in 1909, There. are others under the Standlngv :
Roick:Agency, North: Dak:ota, but their number is not separately enmumerated, !l‘he
Upper Yanktonai are chiefly under the Standing Rock agency, and while their -
nmumber is not separately reported, there are:probably about 3,500 at this
place, . The Pabaksa branch of the Upper Yanktonai are under the ‘Fort Tottepn .
.8chool,  North Dakota, .but their number is not known, The so-called "Yankton:
Sioux"- u.nder the Fort-Peck agencysy: ‘Montana, are in reality chiefly. Ya.nktonai. :

' These, mth ‘several, other Sioux tribes, numbered 1 082 in 1909,
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0 An umportant Shoshonea.n diV131cn, related 1ingu18tically to the Paiute,
Ghemehuevi ‘Kawaiisu, a.nd Bennock.' They: formerly occupied the entire central
and western portions of Colorado and the eastern port:on of Utah, including
the eastern part ‘of Salt lake valley and Utah. Valley.. On. the south they. extended»
into New Mexico," occupylng much of. the upper dralnage area of the ‘San. Juan..
They. appear to.have alWays been a we.rl:.lce people, .and early came into possess.
- dlon ‘of: horses, ‘which. intensifa.ed the;r_r aggressive character, I\Tone of the tr:.'bes
practlsed agrmulture.. Very little is. k:oown of .their soc:1a1 and politlcal
orga.m.ze.tlon. although the seven. Ute trives, of Utah were at one. “time organlzed
into.a: confederacy under ch:Lef Tebby (‘]!aim) Dialectic differences exist. in ’
the Ie,ngua.ge but these do not ~appear to: be grea.t a.nd probably presented llttle
difflculty to intercourse betvieen the several bands or geographical. bodies.
-In{ the northern part of their range, in- -Utah, they appear to have become consid-
ere.bly intermlxed by marriage ‘with-their .Shoshoni, Bannock and Pa.iute Llndred
a.nd on the south with the Jicarilla. Apache. " : , P

| The first treaty with the Ute, ‘one of peace- a.nd am:.ty, was concluded
December 30, ‘1849, By Executlve order of Octobver 3, 1861, Uintah valley wa.s - :
! seb apart for.the’ Uinta tribe and’ the rernamder of the land claimed by them : i
. was teken without. formal purchase. By treaty of October 7, 1863, the Tabe- . . ‘

gua.che were’ ase:.gned a. reservatlon and the" rema.inder of their land was: ceded |
toi the United States. On lMay 5, 1864, various reserves, ‘estoblished in 18'56 ‘ 5

: and 1859 by Indian agents, were ordered vacated and sold. By. treaty ‘of March «' |
2,, 1868, a reservation for the Tabeguache, licache, Capote, Wiminuche, Yampa,
frand River, Uinta, -and other bands, was created in. Colorado end the remainder
o:t‘z theirﬁlands relinqulshed, but by agreement of September 13, 1873, a part .

i of, thig. neservation was' ceded to the United States.. When it was found that .
loa pontlon iof this last cession was 1ncludod in the.Uncompahgre valley, the _
' part 80 mncluded was retroceded to the Ute by Executive order of August 17, N
1876 By Executive order of November 22, 1875. ‘the Ute reservation,vas enlarged I

L but this;addltlone.l tract was restored to the public domain by order of Avgust,
‘ R 3;-1882‘ i By act of June 18, 1878, a portlon of the act of May 5, 1864, was
-repealed-l:,md several tracts :included in the reservations thereunder. established
’ ] weire restored to the public domnin. Under agreement of November 9, ; 1878, the
1 Moga.cb,e,lcapote, aend Wiminuche ceded.: their’ right to the. confederated Ute Reser-
‘ " ya*tion -e8koblished by the. 1868 treaty, the United States agreeing to esta.'bl:.sh :
: ‘reservation for them on San Juan River, which was done by. Executive order of
) Febmryl?, 1879. - On March 6, 1880, the Southern Ute and .the Uncompahgre
g.cknowledged an-agreement to settle respectively on Ia Plata River and on the
' Erand near the mouth of the Gunnison, while the White River Ute agreed to move

{

! tto, the Uinta Reservation in Utah. Sufficient agricultural land not being *

| found at {the point designated as the future home of the Uncompahgre, the f

;'I! res:.dent by Executive order of Janunry 5, 1882, esteblished a reserve for |
i f . .

i, ..
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‘:, them in Utah the boundaries of which were defined by Executive~order ofi.

.
u'“w

January 5, 1882. By act of May 24, 1888 a part of the Uinta Reservation was

restored to the public domnin. ;
The Southern.Ute lands in Colorado were in part subsequently allotted

in several ty, and‘ on April 13, 1899, 523 079 _acres were-opened to- settlement,

the remainder: 0483 750° acres )’ being ‘rotained as a reservation. for the Wininuche,

A large part of the Uinta valley reservation in Utah has also been allotted in

severalty, more than a million acres set’ aside as forest and other reserves,

and more than a million acres more opened to homestead entry; the residue

(179 19u acres_under reclamation) is unallotted and unreserved. Of the

Uhcompahgre Reservation in Utah 12 5”0 acres have been allotted and the remain—

der restored to- the public domain by act of June 7, 1897. ' :

Various numerical estimates of the Ute have been’ made frou tine to time,
but, they are generally: unreliable. The réstless character of these IndianS"':
and their unfriendly spirit ‘have rendered a correct census or even a fair. N
estimate 1npossible. Sorie eetimates have included mony Paiute, while others -
have included only a portion of the Ute’ proper, so- that the figures have

varied from 3 000 to 10,000. - An estinate of 4,000 for the year 1870 would- -
probably be within safe ‘bounds. It'is not likely that the combined numbers of .
the several Ute bands ever exceeded 10,000. The official reports give 3 391
as,on the several reservations in 1885, and 2,014 in 1909. . They have been . -

.classed as follows. Capote, Curmmbah, ‘Kosunats, loache, Pahvant, Pikakwanarats,

Sanpet Seuvarits, T~begrache, Timpaiavats, Uinta, ‘Wiminuche, Yampa. According
to Hrdlicka the three divisions now recognized by the Ute are Tabeguache or f
Uhcompahgre Kaviawach or white River Ute, and Yoovte or Uinta. Sogup and
Yoﬁuihcariri are given as the names of former bands. Most of the divisional
names‘have become obsolete, at least in official ‘reports, and the ‘Ute on the

"several reservations are now classed ‘under collective terms. These with their

numbers ‘in 1909, were as follows: Wiminuche under the Fort Lewis- school,
Colo., H5u, Capote and Moache under the Southern Ute: school; Colo., 352} -
Uinta (L uj), Uhcompahgre (h69), and White River Ute (296) under fhe Uintah
and Ouray agency, Utah. -

M
i

“In July, 1879, about 100 fien” of tﬁe'White River agency; Colo.,- roamed

from their reservation into southern Wyoming to hunt. During-this time -géme

‘orests were “fired by railway ‘tiemen; resulting -in- great loss-of ‘timber, and

fcalling fOrth complalnt against the Indians, who were-ordered to remain hence-‘

ﬂ:.fort Son ‘their reservation. In September ‘the agent, Meeker, was assaulted

'QUarrel with a petty chief, and requested military-aid,; which was

'granted “Orders were later issued for thé arrest of theé Iadiahs chargediwith -

the recent orest fires, and Maj. Thornburgh was sent with a force of 190 men. -

Sl écting“the outcome, the Indians procured ammuniition from neighboring traders

and informed the" agent that” ‘the appearance of the troops would be regarded aw:

ofewar.' On’ September 20 Thornburgh's ‘detochment was ambushed, and- thezr
‘and 13 men‘weére ki11éd. *The commiand fell back. On“October 2 e company

: of”cawalr& arrived and 3 dayé ‘Tater Gol. Merritt with 600 troops reached the

scene. At or near the agency the bodies of Meeker and 7 employevs were found,.

{\“' ‘ .
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gli‘but one of the agency bulldings had been rifled and burned. The conflict
was' soon ended, mainly through. the peacefnl attitude and influence of chief
Ouray . e

- In the sumer of 1906 about 400 Ute, chiefly of the White River band,
left their allotments and the Uintah Reservation in Utah to go to the Pine Ridge
Reservation, South Dakota, there to enjoy an unrestricted communal life, They
made the journey leisurely, and although no depradations were committed on the
way, settlers became alarmed. Every peaceful effort was made to induce the
absentees to return to Utah, but all excepting 45, who returned home, remained
obdurate, and after having been charged with petty thefts while in Wyoming,
the matter was placed under the jurisdiction of the War Department, troops were
sent to the scene in October, and the Indians accompanied them peacefully to-
Fts Meade, South Da¥ota, in November, In the following spring (1907) arrange-
ments were made whereby. the absentee Ute ywere assigned 4 tovmships of the
Cheyenne River reservation, South Daekota, which was leased by the Govermment,
at 'the expense of the Ute annvity fund, for 5 years, The Indians were removed

~ inJwe to their new lands, where they remained until the followinz June

(1908), when, at their own request, they were returned to their old home in
Utah, arriving there in October,

D S
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One of the southern tr1he<' of the Sho ,ho*lean J"JOCL., ana the only 0119

of t"lat group living entirely on.the, pleins.. Their.langusge.and trq,dxt:.ons
show: that they are a comparatively:recent offshoot: firom - the Shoshoni 0f ;i
Wybmlnb, ‘both, brihes .speaking practically the -same-dialect: ard whtil very e
recently, keeping up constant and friendly comnunicgtions "hthm the! tra= ..
difionary period the two tribes lived adjacent to each other in southern
Wyoming, since which time the Shoshoni have been beaten baclz into the mountains
bys the Sioux and other prairie tribes, while the Comanche have been driven
steadlly southward by the same pressure. In this southerly migration the .
Penateka seem to have preceded the rest of the tribe. The Kiowa say that

when they themselves moved southward from the 3lack ‘ulls region, the Arkansas
was the northern boundary of the Comanche.

In 1719 the Comanche are mentioned under their Siouan name of Padouca
as living in what now is western Xansas., I% must be remembered that from 500
to 800 miles was an ordinary range for a prairie ribe and that the Comanche
were equally at home on the Platte and in the Bolson de Mapimi of Chilmalmae
Asilate as 1805 the Horth Platto was still known as Padouca fork. At that
- time they roamed over the country about the heads of the Arkansas, Red,
Tr:.n:.ty, and Brazos rivers, in Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoms, and Texas. For
i nea,rly Iwo centuries they were ot war with the Spmmardv of Mexico and ex-
.1 tended their raids far down into Durango. They were friendly to the Americans .
‘generally, but became bitter enemies of the Texans, by whom they were dis-
i Dpossessed of their begt hunting grounds, and carried on a relentless war
.vagalns’c them for nearly forty years. They have been close confederates of
E the Kiowa since about 1795. In 1835 they made their first treabty with the
P OVernment and by the treaty of iedicine L,odge in 1867 agreed to go on their
- ass:.gned reserVa,t:_on between Washita and Red rivers, southwestern Ollahoma; but
RIS iwas not until after the last outbreak of the southern prairie tribes in
8’74-’75 that they and taeir allies, the Kiowa and Apache, finally settled on
t., They were probably never a large tribe, although ""llpDOS“d to be populous
;aceount of their wide range. Within the last fifty years they have been
erribly vwasted by war and Giseases They numbered 1,400 in 1904 attached to
he Kiowa agency, Oklaloma. : :
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. The Coma.nche were nomad buffalo- hanters, constantly on the move, cul=
t:.vat:.ng little from the ground,’ and:living in:skin tipis. They were long
noted as the finest horsemen . of the: plains and bore a reputation for dash and
courage. They have a high sense of homor and hold themselves superior to the
other tribes with which they are as sociated. In person they are well built
and rather corpulent. Their language is the trade language of the region and
is more or less understood by all the neighboring tribes. I+ is sonorous and
flowing, its chief characterlstlc being a roll:mg re The lailguage has several
dlalects.m e . : L

‘ The gentile f'ystem seems to be unknown among the Comanche. They have,
or; still remember, twelve recognized divisions or bands and may have had others
in former times. Of these all but five are practically extinct. The Kwahari
and Pénateka are the most important. Following,. in alphabetic order is the
complete list as given by their leading chiefs: Detsanayuka or Nokoni;
Ditsal:ana, Widyu, Yapa, or Yamparikaj Kewatsana; Kotsai; Kotsoteka; Kwahari
ori Kwahadis: Motsai; Pagatsu; Penateka or Penande; Pohi (sdopted Shoshoni); -
Ta,mma, Tenawa or -Tenahwit; Woaihe . -In addition to these the following have -

- 2lgo been.mentioned by writers as Comanche divisions: & Guage-johe, Ketahto,

Kwashn., Muv:.nabore, I\Tauman, Parkeenaum.

i
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CUSTER ‘BATTLE GUNS

5 The middle gun was used by Spotted Wolf, a

: Cheyenne Indian, in killing soldiers at Custer’s last
battle, June 25, 1876. It is Sharpe's model 1852,
breech-loader, single-shot. Relic obtained from
Spotted Wolf's daughter, in 1927.

The four other guns were taken by Chevenne
warriors from Custer soldiers killed at the Little
Bighorn battle. They are Springfield model 1873,
breech-loader, single shot.

SKETCH STORY
OF THE

CUSTER BATTLE

Copyright 1933
By Thomas B. Marquis

THE BASIS OF THE WARFARE

The treaty of 1868 settled the Northern Cheyennes, the Northern Arapa-
hoes and various Sioux tribes on reservations in Dakota Territory. The Crow
reservation’s eastern boundary was fixed at the 107th meridian of longitude,
which runs north-south about twenty miles east of the present Custer battle-
field monument. Between that line and the Dakota reservations was about
140 miles,

That unoccupied region, 140 miles east-west and from the Yellowstone
river at the north to the North Platte river at the south, was to be a hunt-
ing ground for all Indians, with all whites excluded., All went well until
1874, when the Custer cavalry explored the Black Hills country, particularly
where dwelt the Northern Cheyennes and Ogallala Sioux. Gold was discov-
ered by prospectors who accompanied the rnilitary force. Their reports
brought miners in droves. The Indians protested. Soldiers were sent to keep
out the whites. But the invasion continued,

The friction caused the government to change the reservation location.
of those Indians. Some accepted the change, but many of the ousted people
went instead to the hunting lands. Members of various other Sioux tribes
went also, in “sympathetic strike.” * j

A year later it was decided to compel all Indians in the treaty hu'nting
lands to quit hunting there and to stay on the reservations. It was ordered

that all Indians found off their reservations after January 31, 1876, would be .

fought by United States soldiers. But the Indians felt they had a treaty
right to be in the hunting lands, where they were not bothering any white
people—no white people there for them to bother. So our side claimed the
Indians thus brought on a war.

SOLDIERS IN THE FIELD

Three small armies of our soldiers were assembled early in 1876 to go
after those Indians. General George A. Crook organized at Fort Fetterman,
Wyoming. Colonel John Gibbon headed a combination of Fort Shaw, Mon-
tana, infantrymen, and Fort Ellis, Montana, cavalrymen. General Alfred H.
Terry had a few companies of infantry and the entire regiment of Seventh
cavalry, from Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota, Under Terry was Lieutenant
Colonel' George A. Custer as commander of the Seventh cavalry. i

Terry, Crook and Gibbon had been Major Generals during the civil war.
Custer had been a Brigadier Gencral, with a brevet rank of Major General.
The army shrinkage after that war set back all of the high officers to the
stated ranking in 1876. . ¥

The first 1876 clashing of red and blue—red-painted warriors and blue-
uniformed soldiers—was on March 17. Early that morning the Crook forces
attacked a Northern Cheyenne camp on the west side of Powder river, near
the present Moorhead, Montana. A few killings on each side. The Indians
fled, and the soldiers burned the vacated tepees and their contents. The
same army, but considerably enlarged, were met on June 17, on upper Roge-
bud creek, by the warriors of all the tribes at that time. They fought most
of the day, when Crook retreated toward his base in Wyoming.

The Gibbon army arrived on the Yellowstone valley early in April. They
moved gradually down the valley from day to day. IFrom the north side of
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the Yellowstone they saw various parties of warriors on the south side, but
there was no serious encounter. The Gibbon men watched and walited for
Terry and Custer to come from Dakota.

The Dakota. column left Fort Lincoln on May 17. Arriving at the mouth
of Powder river, they established a military base and left their infantrymen
there to guard it. Custer and his cavalry regiment marched on up the south
side of the Yellowstone. Just below the mouth of Rosebud creek, at noon
of June 21, they encamped. The Gibbon army was waiting encamped just
across on the north side of the Yellowstone.

The steamboat Far West, loaded with supplies, was there. Terry, Gib-
bon, Custer and some subordinate officers used this steamboat as a ferry for
exchanging visits in conferences. Terry, the highest officer there, outlined
what should be done. The Gibbon army should go back up the Yellowstone,
cross to its south side and march up the Bighorn and Little Bighorn rivers,
The steamboat should follow these streams as far as it could go. Custer
should lead his Seventh cavalry up the Rosebud valley on a broad Indian
trail discovered there by Major Reno and some scouting troops. Terry'sidea
was to get the Indians between the two armies and thus compel armed con-
flict. He and all of the other officers were worried by a fear that the In-
dians would escape without a battle.

Leave the Gibbon-Terry-Custer soldiers at the mouth of the Reosebud
while the thoughts center upon, *“Where were the Indians?”’

THE INDIAN MOVEMENTS

The war began when Crook fought the Cheyenne camp at the forks of
Powder river, March 17. The Cheyennes fled northeastward, arriving three
days later at the camp of Crazy Horse and his Ogallala Sioux. A few days
afterward the two bands went to the camp of the Uncpapas, where Sitting
Bull was the chief. A council was held. The result was an alliance of the
three bauds, .

The three tribal bands moved northward in the region east of lower
Powder river. Other bands joined them, until there werc six separate tribal
camp circles in the aggregation of Indians, These were the Cheyennes, the
Ogallala Sioux, Uncpapa Sioux, Minneconjoux Sioux, Sans Arc Sioux and
Blackteet Sioux. A few other Indians were mingled with these. All trav-
eling together, they turned to go westward. Each tribe had its own chiefs,
each had its own separate camp circle in the group of them, each had its
spceial place in the column on the march. Chiefs from the different tribes
met at times in general councils. On such occasions Sitting Bull was con-

‘sidered the leading chief.

They arrived on lower Rosebud creek ten or twelve miles southeast of
the present town of Forsyth, about May 19. Scouts from the Gibbon army,
north of the Yellowstone, saw the Indians at this first camp on the Rosebud.
One of those scouts was Thomas H. Leforge, a white man belonging to the
Crow Indian tribe. In the book, “Memoirs of a White Crow Indian,'” he tells
of this incident and of many cther incidents of that summer of warfare. In
the book, ‘A Warrior Who Fought Custer,” an old Cheyenne Indian tells the
Indian side of the entire campaign.

The Indians moved on up the Rosebud, camping and hunting along the

.way. The hunters saw soldiers near the present Sheridan, Wyoming. The

Indians, then in camp near the present Busby village, decided to go west to
the Little Bighorn valley. On the way they camped at the forks of the
stream we know as Reno creek, that camp’s site being about 13 miles south-
east from Custer battlefield. From there all the warriors rode out at night
20 or more miles southeastward and fought General Crook and his soldiers
all day of June 17, compelling those soldiers to retreat.

On June 18 the Indians moved and set up their six camp circles on the
Little Bighorn. That camp site is about five miles up the valley from where
Custer found thein a week later. The plan was to go up the Little Bighorn
valley, but it was changed to go down the valley, for setting the camps at
the mouth of the. Little Bighorn while the hunters went across to the west
side of the Bighorn river and killed antelope from the vast herds they had
seen there. . . .

On June 24 the combined tribes moved the first five miles of their
planned journey down the Little Bighorn. The Cheyvennes, in the lcad as
they had been in all the marchings of the tribes, located their camp circle

about two miles north of the present Garryowen railroad station. The Unc-
papas, always traveling at the rear of the procession of tribes, located them-
selves just northeast of the present Garryowen. The other four tribal camp
circles and the extra unattached bands took positions between the two end
camps. Practically all of the lodges in the great combined camp were fam-
ily lodges. During the preceding weeks of travel there had been additions
almost daily. The total number of Indian men, women and children now fin

_the camp was about 12,000.

CUSTER ON THE TRAIL

Now shift the thoughts back to the soldiers: Custer and his Seventh
cavalry regiment left the mouth of the Rosebud about noon on June 22.
His force consisted of about 676 men, including civillans and Indian scouts.
The Indians with him were 80 Arikaras he had brought from Dakota and
six Crows transferred to him by Gibbon. Mitch Buoyer also was detached
from Gibbon and attached to Custer, as a guilde. He was a half-Sioux liv-
ing with the Crows, and he knew well this Montana region and the ways of
all the Indians in it,

The cavalry march up the Rosebud was continued until the night of
Saturday, June 24. Late that afternoon it was learned the Indian trail they
were following turned westward to the Little Bighorn. The soldier camp
was set up north of the present Busby school, exactly 22 miles east from
Garryowen railroad station. After darkness had come, Custer decided to
break camp and go on following the trail. During the night the cavalrymen
went almost to the crest of the divide. There they stopped to await day-
light and further investigation. They did not know then that Crook had
fought those Indians on June 17, about ten miles south of the trail that was
being followed. -

At daylight on Sunday, June 25, Custer was out with some of his scouts
trying to discover the Indian camps on the Little Bighorn valley, From
high points of observation the camp location was seen. Custer returned to
the main body of troops. Upon his return he was informed that some hos-
tile Indian scouts had seen the soldiers, that the hostiles had been shot at.
and that they had fled out of sight. Custer called a conference of officers.
He stated to thiem his plan had been to rest a day in the hills and make
the attack early in the morning of the 26th, but this unexpected disc¢overy
of them by the Indians made it necessary to attack without delay, as a
wait until the next day surely would result in the escape of the Indians.

He divided his regiment into four groups soon after they crossed the,

crest of the low range of hills. He led a battalion of five troops. . Major
Reno was put at the head of a battalion of three troops. Captain Benteen

- was given command of three troops. The 12th troop was put under the

command of Captain McDougal and escorted the pack train of mules bring-
ing up the rear.

Benteen and his three troops were sent aside to the southward, to search
for whatever Indian camps might be found there. About two miles from
the Little Bighorn Custer separated himself and his five troops from Reno.
He ordered Reno to go stralght ahead, cross the Little Bighorn river, then
g0 down the valley for a charge upon the Indlan camps. Custer and his five
troops turned and went over the hills to the northward, evidently with the
intention ,of attacking the lower end of the camps.

Major Reno did as he was ordered—crossed the Little Bighorn tg its
west side and made a dash down the valley toward the Indian camps. . He
had not gone far, though, when it became plainly apparent that there were
a great many more tepees and more Indians on that valley-than had been
seen from the high hill view points. A long row of high bluffs and a full
leafage of tall cottonwood trecs had hidden them from view. But their war-
riors swarmed into.view as he and his men rode in - that ~ direction. -He
judged—and judged wisely, according to the men under him who . lived
through it—that his charge had better be changed into a defense action, . .-

The Reno men were dismounted and were spread out along a skirmish
line to shoot in defense while lying flat on the ground. The move served to
check the Indian-onrush: - Ina few minutes, though, as more and more of
the red warriora on their swift ponies kept coming, the soldiers were crowded
into a timber thicket. After some further defense there, Reno, ordered .his
men to mount their horses for going elsewhere, as it was becoming ‘apparent



they would be overwhelmed by the increasing numbers of Sjoux and Chey-
enne warriors, .

The move of the soldiers to get away from the Indians became at once'
a panicky .flight, every man for himself. Their horses were tired, from the
long marchings of the preceding few days and from the dash toward the
camps in beginning the fight. The Indian ponies were fresh and lively.
The warriors thronged right behind the soldiers, beating them, stabbing
them, shooting arrows and bullets into them. The ranks of the white men
were rapidly depleted during the few minutes of the race toward the river.
About a third of them dropped out—killed, wounded or merely diving into
the brush for personal hiding. The remainder of them got across the river
and io the top of a hill at its east side. There they took a stand for de-
fense. But, to their astonishment, not many Indians followed them all the
way to the hill, and even these few soon left in a racing of their ponics
down the valley and out of sight.

THE MILITARY TRAGEDY

General Custer then was 36 years and 6 months old, 6 feet tall, weight
170, and sandy-complexioned. Mentally and physically he was a package of
incessantly popping explosives. A West Point graduate, 1861, in the ecivil
war he worked up to Brigadier General, with Major General brevet. In
1866 he commanded a division in Texas. In 1867 he was made Lieutenant
C‘olonel and active leader of the new Seventh cavalry, which chased Indians
on the southern plains in 1867-68-69, 1In 1873 he and his regiment were
located at Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory.

Custer’s course of travel after he left Reno has been in controversy
among students of the Little Bighorn affair. Some declare a belief that he
followed down a broad coulee—now known ans Medicine Tail coulee—and
reached the river ford just north of the bluff promontory on the east side of
the stream and immediately across from the Cheyenne camp circle on fts
west side. This theory supposes that the Indians met him at the ford, re-
pulsed him, and that he retreated gradually and in order to the battle ridge.
There he made a stand, and the Indians surrounded him.

A different idea as to Custer’s epproach has been gained by the present
writer, from conferences with many veteran warriors who fought these sol-
diers. All of the veteran warriors, without exception and without appear-
ance of doubt, declare positively that the soldiers were not in Medicine Tail
coulee and were not at any time near the ford. The Cheyennes, from their
camp position, saw the troopers about two miles out eastward and :moving
.along a high ridge there. Some of their warriors, with a few Sloux, went
out there and exchanged long-distance shots with the soldiers. The march-
ing column’s first turn toward the river was from the high ridge to the lower
ridge where the battle took place. By the time the Custer men reached this
battle ridge there were too many Indians at their front for a charge to be
carried out further toward the river ford and the camps.

. ‘It may have been that Custer got confused as to the best course for him
to arrivé 4t the camps, or it may have been that he designedly remained at
a distance; expecting thus to entice the warriors out to him and afford Reno
a better opportunity to work at the south end of the camps. Anyway, there
was a disconnection. Every indication is that the Reno men were repulsed
-and in wild flight before the beginning of the Custer engagement. - When the
Indians left the Reno men they did so, according to their statements, be-
cause these soldiers had been thoroughly defeated, and it was time then to
go for fighting the other soldiers just then reported to be on the hills out
from the lower end of the camps.

‘Warriors rushed from the Reno position along the bills and gulches to-
ward the north. Warriors rushed from the camps to cross at the ford and
go out for a fight. There were hundreds of them, other hundreds, and got
more hundreds. All were on their ponies, all were dressed and painted iIn
readiness to fight—ready to die. At first the Indians kept themselves he-
tween the Custer men and the camps on the valley across the river. The
number of warriors, so much in excess of expectations, necessarily caused
Cuaster to stop and array his troops aleng the ridge, either to defend them-
selves or as a ruse to lure all of the warriors' away. from where he sup-
posed Reno was operating. The soldiers dismounted to fight while lying on
t‘he ground, as men on horses present too good a target in a standing de-
Tensive fight. The Indians galloped ponies to right and left. and soon they

were all around the white men. Then the Jndians too dismounted. The
ponies were left in gulches, out of bullet range, while the riders crept along
on the ground. i

Warriors outnumbered soldiers in the ratio of ten to one, or in higher
ratio. Throngs of red men were wriggling along gullies and hiding behind
sagebrush knolls all around the white men, Walk all over the battlefield—
examine every square rod of it—and you will understand how well they
could hide themselves and shield themselves from soldier bullets,. The only
Indians the soldiers could see were the many hundreds of non-combatant
vouths and old men on their ponies and moving here and there along the
neighboring ridges, out of bullet range, and watching the battle.

So the Custer battle was mainly a pitched battle, the participants on
both sides afoot—or prostrate on the ground. The slow tighting continued
through about an hour and a half, according to the Indian estimates. Then
the Indians started the soldier horses into a stampede. The saddlebags on
the horses carried extra ammunition. It may be that a few of these extra
storages had been retained by the soldiers. But the Indlans, according to
their stories, got all or almost all of that saddlebags ammunition when they
captured the stampeded horses.

The horse stampede was followed quickly by soldier panic and by con-
sequent tragic actions so sweeping and so swiftly carried out that within a
few minutes thereafter not a soldier remained alive. The victory was gained
so0 easily that the warrior participants in it commonly regarded it as one not
affording much ground for boasting of brave exploits. They say that not any
one of the men surrounded got away. They say also that not one was taken
alive as a prisoner, and that they were not trying to capture any of them as
prisoners. There was no final charge on horseback, such as often has been
reprcsented in writings and in paintings. The only semblance to such cul-
minating action was a ‘“charge” by the mounted youths and old men ‘in 2
rush to seize plunder from the dead bodies,

Four near relatives died with Custer. Captain Tom Custer, age about
30, led troop C. Boston Custer, youngest brother, age 19, was a civilian who
came along to sce the Indians running away. Lieutenant Calhoun, husband
of a Custer sister, led troop L. Autie Reed, a 16-year-old nephew, also was
there to see the fun. Another civilian victim was Mark Kellogg, a news-
paper man who intended to write the story of a Custer victory. o

Who was blameable for this military catastrophe? Setting aside the
controversies, it may be attributed to the paramount fact that there were
too many Indians, Custer and his companions had expected to find about
1,500 in the camps., Instead, they found 132,000. <

But: Why did Custer divide his forces? Did he obey orders given by
Terry? Ought Reno to have-gone to Custer's relief? Ought Custer to have
followed Reno in support of him? 1Is it true that Curly, the Crow scout,
escaped from the encirclement of Cheyennes and S8ioux? In this mere sketch
of the battle there is not room to discuss these questions. To learn of such
matters, and of many other absorbingly interesting matters appertaining to
the Custer battle, the reader may study various extended writings that have
been published—and others that doubtless will be published.

The soldier guns were highly prized by the warriors who got them. Tha
blue uniforms were taken from the dead white men and adapted as fine
habiliment for some of the red men. Itis not true that the Indians gener-
ally had guns superior to those of the soldiers. Much encouraged by' the
good rifles and revolvers captured and by the plentiful supply of cartridges
in the saddlebags, with others added from most of the soldier belts, the
warriors went back to tight the Reno men. ;

RENO’S SECOND BATTLE

After the Indians went away from the Reno men on the hilltop there
wag a call of the roll, Three officers and more than 40 men, including a
few civilians, were absent. Nobody knew how many of the absentees were
dead, were wounded, or simply were hiding in the valley. forest. .. The num-
pher of soldiers in the valley fight had been 112, accompanied by about 20
Arikara -Indian scouts, -three or -four:- Crow -scouts, three white men scouts
and one negro listed as an interpreter. - - R .

Benteen and his three troops joined the svha.tteredﬁheno forces jsoonA féttér -

these dofeated men arrived on the hilltop and just after the Indians had
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gone away. Not long afterward Captain McDougal arrived there with his
cavalry troop and the train of pack mules, There were conferences as to
what to do. The swift and crushing repulse had done considerable damage
to the morale of the remaining Reno men. The Benteen men felt more con-
fident, naturally, as they had not seen any Indians,

The conferences were rather hurried, of course, and there were differ-
ences in opinion not readily adjustable. Some excitement was manifested.
some of the remarks exchanged by officers bcrdering closely upon outright
quarreling. On the one hand there was a feeling that Custer had sent the
Reno battalion into an impossible charge and then had failed to come to
thelr support. On the other hand it was argued that, notwithstanding such
situation, the duty of the combined battalions just then was to march north-
ward along the hills, in the direction where Custer had gone, and try to join
him. Some move was made to do this. But Major Reno, the highest officer
there, decided that all of them should stay where they were.

] Not long afterward-~—somewhere between 4 and 6 o’clock p. m., accord-
ing to the soldier statements—the entire host of Indian warriors came rush-
ing back over the hills and up the valley to begin a renewal of the battle
against the soldiers they had chased to the hilltop. They found there had
becn an increase in the numbey of soldiers here, bLut this did not deter them.
They soon were all around this hill, were dismounted and were creeping in
the gulches and gullies and were dodging from shelter to shelter while send-
ing bullets and arrows among the blue-clad white men.

The soldiers, all of them now under the command of Major Reno, diil
the best they could at entrenching themselves around the edges of their
impromptu hill refuge. Another hill, just south of the original one, was
occupled as an additional defensive move. On that southern hill Reno sta-
tioned Captain Benteen in command of a part of the forces,

All throughout the remainder of that Snnday afternoon the pitched
battle raged. The weather was hot, and. there was no rain there that day.

- Some cool officer or officers had calmed the soldiers so it appeared they had

forgotten their utter rout on the valley and had settled down to a grim de-
termination 10 hold their post. The coming of darkness put an end to the
terrific fighting of that afternoon. All during that time, and succeeding it,

the soldiers among themselves were whispering curses upon Custer for hav-
ing abandoned them.

At dawn the next morning, the 26th, the Indians were back agdin to
. resume the battle. Thirst tortured the soldiers,. especially such as had
' wounds. The distress was such that volunteers were called for to make an
attempt to get water from the river flowing at the base of the two hills, A
special body of marksmen was organized to go along the ridges sloping in
that direction and clear the way for water carriers to-follow the gulches.
The move was a success, and water was obtained.

. The fighting continued without interruption all through that forenoon
and into.the afternoon. Then the warriors began to withdraw. Late in the

- afternoon:the soldiers saw across the valley westward o sight that pleased

them. All of the Indians in all of the camps were leaving the scene. Their

~moving column was in plain view mounting to the bencanland two miles to
the: westward. The long procession of poniz2s and tepee pole travois went
slowly trailing southward up the Little Bighorn valley. ' Before darkness
came the last of them had disappeared. : ’ .

A dozen or more Reno men who had been left behind during the flight
of the soldiers from the valley on Sunday afternoon had hidden in the brush
and had joined the forces on the hills during that night and Monday night.
So the death loss on the valley finally was calculated at three officers and
29 men, apparently including the scouts. The death loss on the hills during

the entire fighting Sunday afternoon and Monday totaled 18, all of them
enlisted men. -

Although the Indians were gone. the soldiers on the entrenchment hills
were still cursing Custer for having quit them. The officers generally sup-
‘posed he had become engaged as they had and was somewhere not. far away
occupying entrenchments as they were. There were various conjectures con-
cerning where he was and what he was doing. Nobody indicated any thought
of what was learned later as to his situation.

t- -

THE RESCUE BY GIBBON

Colonel Gibbon's Montana column, numbering 460 men, left the mout.h
of the Rosebud on June 22 and proceeded on its course outlined by '.I‘.‘erx'y
for cooperating with Custer's cavalry sent up the Rosebud va.!ley. Gibbon’s
men marched up the Yecllowstone and crossed to its south side just below
the mouth of the Bighorn. That night, the 24th, they camped on lower Tul-
lock creek, a tributary of the Bighorn. The next day, Sunday, the 26th, they
struggled under great difficulties over the arid hills in an effort to get to the
mouth of the Little Bighorn. Tkeir cavalry detachment arrived at this point
about midnight. During that Sunday the Custer disaster had occurred. But
it was nhot yet known.

On Monday morning, the 26th, these Gibbon cavalrymen at the mouth
of the Little gighorn got into distant signtalk communication with three
Crow Indiaus who had becen scouts with Custer. The Indians told that all of
the white soldiers had been killed. Then they kept on going toward their
own agency. ¢ ot -

mong the Gibbon men believed the Crow scou ory ,
but gfbl;)edl{evaéd thgere must have been some sort of encounter with the In-
dians. The Gibbon infantrymen had camped several miles back., As soch as
they arrived, in mid-forenoon, the entire Gibbon army set off to marc hup
the Little Bighorn valley. Terry was with them. That Monday night : e}:
camped where Crow Agency now stands. As they were going into camp hey
saw hundreds of Indian horsemen on the hills just southwest from them.

] dian was in sight
The following morning, Tuesday, the 27th, not an In
anywlle‘:’e near thg:a Gibbon carap. '.I.‘i1e goldiers had breakfast and then g(:t
into column formation for the ensuing ms,rc.h on southward along the wels -
ern benchlands beside the Little Bighora. Lieutenant Bradley and his tvive ve
mounted infantrymen, on special scout duty a.t_ all times when the column
Was on the march, were sent to scout over the hills east of the vall?l. o
i three miles ong e
Wken the moving column had traveled about ¢
benchland an officer using field glastiees ilﬁtz;veredwl:;?ﬁ :ligutx::e :.1:;11‘ ?.;ﬁr
vil about on a hill across Vi east
]xr::?l‘l:s.m%vgi they Indians? Were they Custer's ca.va.lrymen?. It coulg‘noti .2;:
determined at once. An officer and a few men were sent 1n'that recti
to get close enough to find out.
i lley and saw
, the Reno men on their hill looked aktross the va
a lonM;agg\Tnﬁnt of soldiers moving southward along the benchla.ntd. Tl;rgiy
burst into cheers, shouting: “Custer is coming!”’ And they sent out an oill-
S n to make contact. ,
cer a;}?es:lgﬁln?etachments from Gibbon and from hlfxilencta vl:lae; %%gh::cg::i?
i g first question by the Reno detachmen 32 -
l&ﬁ?:én:? %l:steig% Theg went on to tell of their own terrific battlesand of
the disappearance of Custer and his five troops. . .
About that time Lieutenant Bradley and his twelve mounteid lndtanz(l;z
scouts arrived at the little conference. {-Ie f;;'»ld gvé:;.‘t sth:ty ::;?te (;rl:;‘n -—pre-
or more dead, naked, mutjlated and putrefying e ! ; e hor'n pre.
 and his men, on a ridge just east of the e Big!
is: n:;}:ilg %‘il::: * from where the conversation then was taking place on tm;
valley near the present Garryowen. That was the first authentic news o
the horrible catastrophe. N
hed down from
The Gibbon men, Terry and Gibbon still with them, marc
the bcnecliland and across the Reno valley battlefield to the west bank of tht:
river, just across from where the Reno soldiers were on their entrenchmen
hills.' Camp was set up there near the river's edge. This was about lzt;en
o'clock in the morning, two days .after the Custer battle had taken pk ce
on the preceding Sunday. .
i heir junior
- wounded men with Reno were being cared for by t
surgggwli)t: oPorter. Their senior surgeon, Dr, DeWolf, had been killed {;x.'i:t
east of 'the.river during the flight from the valley Sunday afternoon. .'W. ite
fl)e Gibbon camp was being pitched, steps were entered upon to tra.nsterl 0
it the wounded men. Saplings were cut and discarded Indian tepee poles
were used to make carrier litter frames, Blankets and buffalo -sking were

used for cot slings on these frames. The bufralo skins were taken from’

fepees that had been left on the Indian camp site and. wherein Indian dead

warriors had becn placed, all gorgeously dressed, as was their burial custom.

Some dead horses on the valley were also skinned and these hides used In




making the litters. All of the wounded men were moved down the hill and
across the river to the Gibbon camp before the day ended. All of the other
members of the Seventh cavalry segment under Reno's command brought
themselves with their pack mules and other belongings to make bivouac
camp with the Gibbon men.

That day of the 27th and most of the 28th were spent in attention to
the wounded. In warfare this is a prime rule—first care for the wounded,
Some examination of Custer field was made on the afternocon of the 28th.
The precise dates of particular acts just then have varied in different pub-
lications. The dates given here are according to the narratives of William
H. White, a Gibbon soldier there, and who is yet (1934) living at Crow
Agency, a few miles from the old 1876 camp site. Mr. White says it was
planned to leave that night of the 28th to take the wounded to the steam-
boat at the mouth of the Little Bighorn, about 20 miles away. Then, in or-
der to give the wounded men more time for preparatory rest, it was decided
to wait yet another day. So, on the 29th, having leisure time, the remnant
Scventh cavalry went in a body to explore fully the Custer battlefield.

Efforts were centered first upon counting the bodies, to learn if any
soldiers were missing, or to learn if any might be still alive and awaiting
rescue. Some were missing, but none were found alive, All belongings, in-
cluding clothing, had been taken by the Indians. Devastating mutilations
had been made—chests and abdomens ripped open—arms, legs, feet, heads,
cut off and scattered about. Identification was difficult, although Custer
and some others are said to have teen identified. Observers told that he
was naked, but was neither scalped nor mutilated.

Of the deaths in the entire Custer and Reno confliet, 253 were soldiers
and 10 were scouts or other civilians. Division of the death losses is as
follows: Reno on the valley, 32. Reno on the hill, 18. Custer and his de-
tachment, 213. Total 263.

The opposing Indian death loss in all the fighting was about 31.

Soldier burials? Very little, or none. The dead men were of no further
use to that army, so the surviving comrades returned to the hospital camp.
What became of those bodies? The subject is treated fully in another book-
let, **Custer Soldiers Not Buried.”

That night, Thursday, June 29, four days after the battle, the entire
forces of Gibbon and Reno left the scene and set out, most of them afoot,
their horses being led, to carry the wounded men on litters to the mouth of
the Little Bighorn, where the steamboat Far West was waiting. They had
to walk slowly, with many stops for rests or readjustments. The destination
was reached about midnight of the 30th. -

The fifty-two men suffering from wounds were put aboard. Soldier
comrades were assigned to accompany them. The start was made to go down
the Bighorn, the Yellowstone, the Missouri, to the home post in Dakota. The
Far West had come loaded with supplies for a contemplated ;lorious mili-
tary ca{npaign. It wws returning loaded with victims of the bloodiest mili-
tary calamity in the annals of American frontier warfare.

Other BOOKLETS by Thomas B. Marquis;
SHE WATCHED CUSTER'S LAST BATTLE. 25 Cents,
RAIN-IN-THE-FACE and CURLY, THE CROW. 25 Cents,
SITTING BULL and GALL, THE WARRIOR. 25 Cents.
TWO DAYS AFTER TI&E CUSTER BATTLE, 25 Cents.
CUSTER SOLDIERS NOT BURIED. 15 Cents.
WHICH INDIAN KILLED CUSTER? 15 Cents.

»

BOOKS
By Thomas B. Marquis

A WARRIOR

WHO FOUGHT CUSTER
Interpreted autobiography of Wooden Leg, an
old Cheyenne Indian. Omne of the first off the res-
ervation in 1876 and one of the last to surrender
in 1877. Age 18 at the Custer battle. Also fought
Reno, Crook, Miles and others. His story has much
of entirely new revelations. Published by The
Caxton Printers. Inc. Caldwell, Idaho. 384 pages,

9 photo illustrations, 2 maps. Price, $3.

’

MEMOIRS OF A
WHITE CROW INDIAN

Assembled and edited autobiography of Thomas
H. Leforge, an old white man who spent most of
his life as a Crow Indian. Scout for Gibbon in
1876. Scout for Miles, Crook and other old-time
army officers through about 10 years. Describes
life as a member of the Crow Indian tribe. Pub-
lished by D. Appleton-Century Co., 35 West 32nd
street, New York. 356 pages, 8 photo illustrations.
Price, $3.
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Thomas B. Marquis Custer Battle Museum, contains: _.

Custer soldier guns, saddlebags, ammunition-belts, ete., captured, by ‘In-
dinns . . . Indian weapons used in the battle . . . 13 Jarge coloreéd-crayon
drawings made by veteran Custer battle warriors . Letters from Mrs.
Custer., Gen. Godfrey, Gen. Scott . . . Original ‘maps for full study of the
battle .- Qriginal- photos- of - veteran warriors. soldiers, scouis, of 1876
.. . Many additional relies and curios . . . All drawings, photos, maps, let-
ters, etc.. framed . . .
in full

Fvery object in entire display has typed explanation





