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l'.JNITED STATES 

D E-1? ART MEN T 0 F r H E I N r ER I 0 R 

N A:f I ON AL f?A R K S·E R V I e E 

VIEQJJ'{ __ :p_;rn~------- NATIONAL ~ 

NATIONAL MONUMENT 

VIRGIN PINE 

I fy'l f?ORTAN"F l 
-

his file constitutes a part of the official r ecords of the 
N1a"onal Park Service and should not be separatea 011 papers 
w.it drawn without express authority of the official •in charge. 

ll ili'iles should 'be ·returned prorn:gtly to the File Room. 
• fficials a.nd employees will be held responsiOle foll failure 

t o · bserve these 1mles1 which•a,remeoess&r y t o protect the i11teg­
:ritl of the•officia l records. 

n • • OOVUHWaH't . .... ,,. ... .. ,., "" !1~1~ACE M. ALBRIG1f>T;ector.-

FILE NO. 
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LOCATION 
.AND AREA:· 

\ .. 

HIS'IORY AND 
REMARKS: 

.... 

.f 

ACCESSIBILITY: 

PERSON m~ 
' ·TERESTED:· 

STATUS: .. : . 

·._ 

VIRGIN PINE.NATIONAL MONUMENT·~· MISS'~ 

· On the Mississippi· Coa(3t containing 50 square· miles. 

First ment.ioned by·n. M. Graham a lawyer in Gulfport, Mias. 
Virgin pine trees groWing down to the: water•s edge. Unusual 
beauty b~ · claimed. ·· 

The .exact location:.is unknown but it 'could possibly be 
~eached tram' Gulfport, Miss. 

D. M._.'Grah~, Gulfport, Miss. 

. Not. g1ven. serious consideration. 

'·,;: 

. ·-·· .. -. 



1,:. • ·R'.eprooueed from.the Oilclassifiedi Declassified Holdings of the National Archives 

... ·-. 
-·-··.:. ·-=--.::.. 

, 

f 
I 
I 

i 

I 

r~· 
1~.. . 
I 
I 
r. 

j 

-. 
• 

..... 

WALTS:R H. WHITS: 
D. M. GRAHAM 

·--.. ---·--·-··-- ---""-·---··-· - -' -~-··----- ·---.. -·--------·-

E.J. F'ORD 
J. I. F'ORD 

" GULF"PORT, MISS. H. W. OAUTIE:R 

. PABCAOOUU.,M•BS., A(' ti'.) 
FORD,WHII.;~:~,.: __ s~~:;..w& GAUTIER .~-'~·~fi:~~.1 ~-. .. GULF"PORT ANO P~SCAGOULA,MISS. {\/ y· gt I/ \(f"'" 

.G ,;':~ ·~11 August 23rd, 1930. 
~' l\'"'·" .,. t :m.n . h 

Secretary of Interior, l\!•r~ '). ~, 
I ..... '• • !~ 

Washington, D.C. ~ ~tt 
. . .,~~ 

.. • '' ·;: A ~i "' r: \ .... , ... ~~l:i' Sir: --..:.~~~.'·.~.> ... ,'!ifJ'" 

I assume this letter should go to the Director of Nation-· 

al Parks and if this be so, we hope it will be t·orwarded to him. 

There is a tract· of land on the Mississippi Coast, about 

ten miles front and approximately five mile;s in depth, of virgin 

pine •. · The.se ·trees have never been boxed or moll,ested in any way, : 

and ·'t.h~! ·.t~.act .. of land is one of the bealflty spots. of the world. 

doubt whether ·:·there is another one like it anywhere, virgin· pine 
' ; .·; -. ' ~ :. :: . ' - . l 

.. : f., have o=eten tho~ht this traot show.a be converted into. .. 

a National. Bank.· It is owned by· a gentleman who lives i~ Cl:~ .. icago. 

f'·· What I should like to know is whether or not it}':ID.as eve)r .be:eI.l the' ·,. i 

i 

policy of the U~ited States Government to buy t~acts of :this .. kind 
i 

for a National ~ank. 
i 

Of oo~se, we understand that most ofj the National Parks 
; . ' i 

were reser.ved fr:am. publio domain, and of course: the United States 

never had:.itO expend any money for·them except for maintenance, etc.· 
! . . . 

Any i~ormation you could give us whihh would assist in 
: . : . ··--

bring'ing this to· the attention of 't;he proper au~hori ties will b.e veyy 

greatly appreciated. 

With very great respect, I am · 

· Your·s very truly, 

.10,~.~~Q•·L· -
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

IN ANSWERING REf:ER TO 

fl\~• ta _to .a..·~.~·•. _: . .._ .. nc•S.!tt °'·~ r~v lGtteJ!t. ~t.· •. u .. ••t 23, 1~30:•· 
~ef•Rlng tG'··il'tftC1i of·'!.~eJS!l 1jp•~ Ol1 tlle::~M&aeie.Uppi ooast wW.~: i•eoaea4 a11sa ooa'V'Qtii· saw• ne:Uimal. :ea:r~ 

. 

1 

.Y Jt U 1'1011 a well eatabl18hed poJJ.q that BMIUI ~14~ tw 1 

..... 1one1··"1k .. J>UQe"84 must ·be ot outa.tentU.ng ece1110. qua11tJ:t ·exampl.1e 
of. unuaual •at..,_ ·Phe».<>•na e estf&o;ri$mr-, r·am.U..u· .of auoh phenomena'., 
•JP ot· vnu•~ .. hittOl'lo.el 01' 80l$Dtlt1• f.att:rNat1•• . 'J.'•J. llttst $J.so be Of 

. •ufti\'t.~·--· •1• '"0 dlow ,h .. 4.eie1opaant of t•w·t~··fe.t~1:tttea on a ~~·· 
ad .. ooap~j.ve s•l• an« als.o· -~ not dup~te:at•. the maj~r chatact...-. , 
1-\io.1 ot.ur ,.a.latl.111 •1i1ona1 per1'• lll otltett ·~•·the Pol.1er te tllat 
efl,Oh aat'i.OJ111 JP•· .detel alloulcl b& a -·,_1que·e~···ot ite kin4:1 ahoul.4 
~ •ot .. natlt;n&l.:'.'ft.t~. tbaa.1oef11 C>l" seetlomtl. iateftairt:• ·u4 eapa'ble ot 
noa4 .COJD.PeheU1Ve, devOlopmellt f@ nat1011al .tUUlt·. i'~~re. · iD. OJ'd&X' 
to·.~· a4equa.._., and s.atl•l••~ ·J¥$4era·1 admil\1.ettatta.. p:rot.ecttoa 
tU\4 ·~ .. na\*1: raueh ataa sh~4 be e.,_t.iwlr· bee troa })l'ivatel1 oWn.t}l 
3.•44·· . . . ; 

tm.tU NGetlt rea.r• an-. ae't aa1dt ae· nattoaal parka ~ beea ia ~-· 
Woten Statu aa,4 fa!"Vlfi ~ the. p11blio daaaib. · ~v.e»1:\lw1llg the peat 
tw yo.&18 the ee.tal>liemaet .ot natio~ pu;JaJ~hSli'~eeJl povi484 tor 
in the east to COYQ lands to be 40.Uate4 b7 ·Pitittite<~1ea as:1 fol' ia.­
atmuu••·' the J#epo . ._a Shenandoah latiOual Patt ta V11$'1ll• and the Gnat 
f!lll9kr ··--~su la·Uona1 Pal"k m BOJ.ttll, ·c.u•i..i. Pi ,'8m1ft••• Thtntoi•~• 
th.-.. »•lier toUo•t .,.. ee·tabll.lhS.1 #.atlomal piru i'fheJl. t.M· ~ ts not 

· •~41.' owae.4 ,,.. t- lrd.tetl · s•te•· ii tllet tb.t •• b•···f$..:rst tupne.d ow" 
to ·tlie · oo~t fn1 ot choa• bV .. ~ o» o·ther- in~ts.· ' 

M high etaa4u-4e tO"# nat10Jaa1 park &rffeut aire bee• set., which. muet 
be ma:t.nteme1.,· th$ lfat1onal Park aonSo• teel• tllat • J&rk ehw.14 be 
estab11a.he4 w111uut "tt tint be.v1al ha4 an OJ>P•tU1litr to · caretuii:r 
bYeatlpte the ·~88¢~ on the· gr:O\JXd.,. 'fh•reto•, 1t 1s auggeste.4 
tba.t JQU aubatt .to thi.a sew1ee- all -'11• info:an.atlo:n you have that "woul4 
lie. ot .. _. aasls~~· in ~lvtug at eueh .c~~,,a;u.sioaa... Al$O:• give ua. tu 
·••ct ).oaatto# ot:tht1: area ·ao· that U an.'·•xeminati.oa ia eqid.del'&i d· 
rtub1.e 1t mar 1>e rea41ly l•ated. 

/f 

.......... -- .. --

Sb.oei-el7 1~ur a. 

(Sgd) ARNO B. OA.1J.CMEREB 
.ADNO lh- o~, 

__ ....... A9't~: .. ~ltol'• 
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VIBGDI PINE PROPOSED NATIONAL MONUMENT'· MISS. 

BEVIEW:' 
.( . : -·.- ' ~. ' t '<t 

Lo~ated on the Mississippi coast, containing approx~tely 50 sq. miles 
ot virgin growth Qf pine.' It is privately owned. 

l\t!r. Cammerer, Acting Director, wrote to Mr. D. M. Gr~, in Q.nswer tc;> 
hie. l.e:~te~, suggesting the establishment of' this area as a N~tionfll. 
Pa~k, requesting intorm,a.tion ~bout this a;rea, and also stating the 
13tandards ot the ~ational Park Service. Th~re ~s been no ~swe~ 
to this letter of August 27 9 1930, and the project appears to be 
dropped. 

I know this oount~y well, having lived in New Orleans for over three 
years and apeJ?.$ about half of this time on thex-Jl_µlf Coast in connection 
with my landsc~pe practice, an~ I am ~ure ther~ ·1s no country there 
th~t would meet .th$ National Park or Mo~µment s·~~Q.~d~. 

BEC~ION: , 
.It is.recommended t~t. this area be dropped from our li~t of p~opo~ed 
J;la tioruµ. .monµm.e?lt.:i. · 

FEB -.q1 B~3 c. L. WIRTH• 
·APPROVED: 

. ' 


