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UNITED STATES 

PEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

~ost Office Building 
South ttaven, Mich igan 

June 20, 1935. 

Paul v. Brown , .1:<egional ufficer 
.H1i fth Region 
8 12 I llinois ~uilding 
Indianapoli s, Indiana. 

ATT~NTION : Mr. ~arl c. Grever 
Regional Projects Nlanager 

Dear J.Y.!I' . IJ.rever: 

In compliance with your recent r equest, we have 
prepar ed t he accompanying report on the proposed 
Van Buren Lake Shore Beach. We believe that 
this ar ea offe rs opportunities to provide a 
unique and inviting recr eation center . ·By reason 
of its proximity and accessibility to metropolitan 
centers, we beli eve it will help to meet a real 
recreat ional need. ·rhe peculiar natural beauties 
of the dunes should also be preserved. 

This report is respec t fully submitted for further 
invest igation~ and consideration of this sand dune 
and beach area as a l ake shore beach park. 

DFB : JB 

Yours ver y truly 

f)~ :l-,~ 
Daniel F. Bosma 
J·unior Project Manager 
Mich i gan, R- 2 . 

. 4. 
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Mr. Daniel F. Bosma 
Junior Project Manager 
Michl.gan, R- 2 
Pos t Off ice Building 
South Haven , Michigan 

Dear Mr. Bosma. : 

June 11> 1935 

In your communicat i on of May 31, and in line with 
our conversation of June 5, both of which perta in to the Van 
Buren Park submarginal l and project , you i·efer to an inqui r y 
by Mr. Grever a.s to "the agency which would be will i ng to 
administer and maintain the area, i f requested to do so by the 
Federal Governrnent . 11 

This project is adjacent to t~e present Va:n Buren 
State Park - virtually a material enlargement of that ~it -
now under admini s tration of thiR Department . The enlar gement 
of this park was authorized by the Conservation Commis s i on, 
the body responsible for ad.mi ni strati on of s t e.te parks. While 
specific action was not teken on the particular l e..nds in question, 
I fee l t here i s sufficient authority to advise you that t his 
Department will a ccept the responsibility of admi ni str c-.tion and 
maintenance of the property if so requested by the Government . 

Should it be necessery t o have specific authority 
i ssue by action of the Cormnission to cover particular l ands , I 
'IVill submit the questi on vii t h affirmative recommenda t i on a s to 
its accep t ance a t t~ next r egular meeting scheduled for July 9. 
In this case k indly advise t hi s office , with maps and reports 
for their consider a tion. 

Very truly yours , 

PJH :ch 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE PARK DIVISION 

Jl,l.rle 15 ,. 1955 

Fif th Ragion.al Office 
Stat e Park E.c.w. 
812 Ill:i.noi$ Building 
Indiruvl.pulia , Indiana 

Sirs ~ 

Subject; Re port on DG$iroa bility of 
Utilitdng ltu1¢.a a t Va n Buren 
Project between U.S. #Sl and 
Lake taichiga.n f'or Par k J.1Urpol:!ea . 

In answer to Project tiam.1.ger Bosma. ' s r equest I 5Ubnd t t he 
f o ..... lo'1ling colll1llent s n the det.ireabL.i t y of purchasing lal-Ws 
between h ighv,a.y u.a. ,-;151 and Lake. Michige.n for park pUl'i.oOves 
i m1teu.-• of buyi ng 11:1.D.ti east of U. o.. 1/51 as ~ rigin!'.lly pr oposed 
under the old F.Z.R. A. Land Progr Wll f or thi a Van Duren Hec~cutional 
A.reu . 

A lar ge cule il\1.blic beach po.r k i n t his localit y ia nee;ded . 
The on.ly bathi ng be•h~heo f or t hG: great t hrongu vf vi r..itors and 
na.Uves who ~ou:i..d u11~ t he l ake on t he s iltnern co:;.st aro at 
oeve1•al 61ll!!1.ll htato p~u:·k<i unu tounahip p;. .. rkz all vf ruliob a re 
inad~u~te in &3ize e.Il1.. thu majori ty lacki ng in aevelopment of .t-r oper 
f aci litiea. Thi6 vici nity i s particularly convoniont t o Chicago 
by boa t 1u-1 wall as by r oatl . 

The aru i i.I well suitad for the purp•.1 6.:.> a.1d,. provided i.t can 
be purcha-ied, cvultl be a. fine !Jark of its ty--,1-1~ . The beach i a s. 
fine a,...nd.y atr ip , clean and 1-lhite, ext ending t he entire length of 
t ac project . I t aho"'-1.d compar e favor ably ?:5.th a.ny exiating first 
class beti.cl.l . 

· Back of tho beucb i s an int~resting dm1e cotmtry t y ical .Jf 

tho as.st ern vilore uf Lake Michigan. Its scenery i s rather uniq~e 
and its flora vf great biologica l 11.tere~t . 

The :1cte:3. oi' a tle'ttlopment bat vieen tho high •.u y c:.lld th(:; .Luke 
appe~la t o mo, because \'ad.Le it is a\,cesi>i ble from ad jacent main 
trunk line U. S. ~Bl it i~ not nece~sary t o cross t bi s r oact t o get 
t o the lake ae w:1.B tho ca :si:> under the origir..e.l p l hn cvtrtem1,lating 
purcha~e ee~t of the roud . 

There is aTrtt-JlG level l and bet ween high™Y and <.tU.Ut:.13 f 0 1" a..J 
m<mner of ca~.p a i tes , auto pa r king ar ea&, tmd ot her neceosa.r y 
develbpment 'flbich will be acj ~cent t o t he roat:. and convenient t o 
the be;:.. i:.:h th~ugh s croet1ad froia it by t lle d.unee. 
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On t he whole I consi der t be new scheme excellent. The old 
s cheme was far from idee..l and 1>imply a.n attempt t u m&ke the best 
of a bad sit uation. I hope the l and c&n be purchased ana the 
excellent potenti--1.li ties of the bes.ch and c .. llllltry west of the 
r oad devel oped t o serve t he multitudes of citizens who will 
swar i .• to the park f or r eli ef and recrs~tion. 

Respectfully submitted , 

St erling liyrick 
Inspector Fift~ Region 
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VAN BUREN LAKE SHORE BEACH 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 

MICHIGAN 

1. State: Michigan 

2. Suggested Name: Van Buren Lake Shore Beach 

3. Location: 

The area is located in van Buren and Berrien 

Counties, Michigan. Its northern boundary is 

approximately two miles south of South Haven , 

Michigan. It extends in a southerly direction for 

about ten miles in a long narrow strip between u. s. 

Highway #31 and Lake Michigan. The area is in 

South Haven and Covert Townships of van Buren County 

and extends · one mile into Hagar Township, Berrien 

County. The length of the area is approximately 

ten miles and the width varies from 500 feet to 

nearly one mile. The Van Buren Recreation Project 

lies directly east of the area across u. s. Highway 

#31, and the length of both project~ coincide. 

4. Accessibilaty: 

The following t able indicates the distance of 

t he propo_sed project from large population centers: 

--·~--~ 
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Table 1. 

Distance 
Name of City Population from Area 

1. Benton Harbor) 
st. Joseph ) 23,756 15 mi. 

2. Kalamazoo 54,707 40 
3. south Bend 104,066 52 
4. Grand Rapids 168,234 62 
5. Battle Creek 43,301 64 
6. Michigan City 26, 785 65 
7. Fort Wayne 115,121 100 
8. Lansing 78,425 110 
9. Chicago 3,375,329 120 Road 

78 Boat 
10. Chicago Metrop. 5,050,000 120 Road 

78 ,Boat 
11. Detroit 1,573,985 180 
12. Milwaukee 572,557 220 Road 

92 Boat 

The following table shows approximate population 

within distance radiit 

Table 2. 

50 mile circle - population 
100 mile circle - population 
200 mile circleq- population 

550,000 
6,000,000 

14,000,000 

The following t able shows the daily tourist traffic 

load on u. s. Highway #31, and other connecting highways 

in Western Michigan, as computed by the u. s. Department 

of Agriculture: 

Table 3. 

u. s. #31 North & south bound 1,324 Tourist cars daily 
u. s. #12 North & South .bound 1,808 Tourist cars daily 
u. s. #11'4t, North & South bound 647 Tourist cars daily 
u. s. # 131 South bound 504 Tourist cars daily 
u. s. #27 south bound 326 Tour ist cars daily 

Source: PUblic Roads, Feb. 1933 , U. S. Dep't. Agriculture. 
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The area is especially accessible by road, as u. s. 

Highway #31 forms its entire eastern bou ndary. This 

highway was constructed in 1932 and serves as the ma in 

artery in Western Michigan for north and south bound 

traffic. It connects with Uo s . Highway #12 at Benton ~ 

Harbor, which is only 10 miles from t he southern end of 

the area. u. s. Highways #12 and #20 are the principal 

east and west routes out of the Chicago metropolitan area 

and carry the heaviest traffic load across Indiana and 

Southern Michigan. The proposed a rea is easily accessible 

to all of the southern peninsula of Michigan. A large 

percentage of the extensiue north and sout;h bound tourist 

traffic into northern Michigan from neighboring s t ates is 

over u. s. Hig..hway #31, and this area , viewed either as 

a stopping over place or as a destination, is admirably 

situated to attract these tourists . 

In addition t o ~eing conveniently loca ted f or over

land travelers, the area is only two miles distant from 

sout h Haven, which has a good l ake port on the Bl ack 

River. Until l ast year, South Haven had a daily passenger 

s teamship service. This service has been temporarily 

discontinued , but the harbor is still adequatel y main

t a ined for commercial shipping. Chicago is but '78 miles 

distant bye t his l ake route , and Milwaukee 92 miles . This 

feature is of tremendous importance in that it provides 

the possibility of transportation from the l ar gest centers 

of popolation to this a r ea , which is both economically 

and pleasurably attr acti ve . 
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Railroad service is conducted by the Pere Marquette 

and Michigan Central Railways. Although south Haven is 

not on a main line of either rai~road , complete freight 

facilities are available over either of t hese lines, t he 

Pere Marquette line coming within one mile of the eastern 

boundary of the area. 

Bus service for the area is excellent, being furnish

ed by the Indian Trails and Greyhound Syst ems , both run

ning several busses daily t oand from Chicago via u. s. 

Highway #31, and connecting with all other principal 

po i nts in and out of the Sta te. 

5. Extent of the Area : 

The area comprises about 2,737 a cres or 4o25 square 

miles . The shoreline is 9. 45 miles , or approximately 

50,000 feet in length. The highway , u. s. #31 , f or ming 

the easter boundary is approximately 10 miles in lengt h . 

6. Physical Characteristics : 

A.. General: 

The area incluaes a belt of the finest sand dunes . 

along the shores of Lake Michigan . These dunes rise to 

a height of over 200 feet in Thunder Mounta in. one of 

the highest , Marvin's Slide, is devo i d of vegetation and 

is a typicxal moving dune , covering the forest as it ad

vances and affor ding an impressive spectacle from the 

highway , nearly one mile dis t ant . With t h is one excep

tion all of these dunes are heavily wooded. They are 

famous t hroughout t he Middle West f or th.e ir rugged beauty 

and for the variety of vegetation wh ich t hey support . 
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Immediately back of the dunes are large and secluded 

wooded valleys, some with abrupt declines and others having 

gentle slopes. From the beach the dunes offer an impres

sive sight as they rise abruptly from the beach , usuall y 

f r om four to five hundred feet from the water's edge. In 

several places occur gaps between the dunes which afford 

easy means of access to the beach. 

The area where used i s devoted entirely to recreation. 

No farming is conducted within its borders. Thirty years 

ago , the lumber was removed from t his land and a second 

growth of timber now covers it entirely. Adjacent t o the 

proposed area is the famous fruit belt of Michigan, 

intensively used for all types of orchards and vineyards. 

Bo Scenic Values: 

The scenic possibilities of the area are unparalleled. 

The wooded dunes are beautiful from the bea ch and also 

from the highway, which runs along side of them. The 

higher dunes offer an excellent view of the surrou'nding 

lower dunes and valleys, as well as long vista s over 

Lake Michigan. Being heavily wooded, they are especially 

beautiful in their spring garb of gr een, mixed with 
1$ 

blossoms of dogwood and serviceberry, which is varied 

by the riot of color t hat comes with autumn. 
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There are two streams that traverse t he area and 

flow into Lake Michigan. Brandywine Creek to the north, 

flows through a pleasant valley. Rogers Creek flows at 

the foot of Thunder Mountain, thr ough a fine cool glen 

which is easily accessible from the Hi ghway. These 

streams flow throughout the year. 

The outlook over Lake Michigan is i n a westerl y 

direction. From the vantage points offered by t he dunes, 

the sunsets o"fer Lake Michigan offer a scenic attr a ction 

whose beauty often defies description. All these scenic 

features should be mainta ined and kept unspoiled from a 

too intensive de7elopment, such as the building of wide 

roads straight through t he forests. 

c. Character of the Beaches: 

The width of the beaches varies from 200 to 500 f eet . 

Where the dunes are most rugged , they rise in bluffs of 

sand from the beach. Wher e t hey are less r ugged , a 

secondary elevation above the beach often occurs, making 

a low shelf about 200 feet wide before the dunes rise 

from t he bea ch. 

The soil is classified as Bridgman Sand, very fine, 
G 

and almost white. I t is annually washed clean during the 

wi nter storms , which often drive waves over the entire 

beach. 

The beaches a r e l evel , with no pools standing on 

them, as there is sufficient slope to keep t hem well 

drained. They are devoid of vegetat ion except where 

beach gr ass grows a t t he foot of the dunes. 



Reproduced from lhe Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of lhe National Archives 

-7-

There is no undertow from tides and t he slope of 

the lake bottom under the water is extremely gentle 

from the beach. No hazards exist, such as deep holes 

or sharp stones and rocks. The b~thing is of the 

finest, with a sand bottom on the lake and gentle 

depths receding from the shore. The constant action 

of the water keeps it clean. 

D. Present Development: 

a. subdivisions: 

The following subdivisions all located together in 

Sec. 7 & 8, Covert Township, exist within t he a rea : 

Table 4. 

Lots Lots Im- Lots De-
Name Acres Lots Sold proved. linquent 

Beechwood Hills 9 53 34 4 17 

Covert Rest. 7,7 88 25 15 11 

Deans Add. 10 74 12 5 1 

Hiawatha Hills 3? 258 51 0 34 

Palisades Park 
1st Subd. 25 213 162 61 75% 

Palisades Park 
2nd subd. .35 267 97 28 75% 

Palisades Park 
3rd subd. 25 la4 2? 7 80% 

Palisades fark 
Lakeside Subd. 5 18 18 12 50% 

Totals 223 1095 426 132 
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b. Private Clubs: 

There are no private clues in the area. Palisades 

Park offers the only hotel accommodations in the area 

arid this use is restricted. 

E. PUblic Beaches: 

There are no public bathing beaches in the area; 

except at covert Township Park and van Buren State Park. 

The facilities at Covert Township park are entirely in

adequate with a bath house accommodating only about eight 

people at one time. Van Buren state park, formerly a 

defunct subdivision, acquired in 1923 t hrough delinquent 

tax action by the State, is without bath houses of any 

kind, and is poorly situated, as visitor s must climb a 

bluff to reach the beach. To the nort~, t here are no · 

publicly supervised bathing beaches for 35 miles. South 

Haven has no municipal beach. Bent on Harbor, 15 miles 

south of the area has a County Park, with good f a cilit i es, 

which is soon crowded because it is too small. Palisades 

Park, a private development, ha s restricted use of its 

beaches for tenants and their friends. 

Within the area, there is one large concent r ation of 

private owners on subdivided property, in t he vicinity of 

Palisades Park. There are 132 cottages a t t his point, 

which is in the middle of the area . There are three other 

groups of from six to fifteen cottages on larger tracts 

of lands in other parts of the a rea . Many of the cottages 

are in very poor condition. Not more t han 15 cott age s 

hav·e been built within the :pas t five years. 
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F. Forest and Wild Life Values: 

The sand dunes are famous for the variety of fauna 

and flora which they support. They are covered with a 

rich variety of native trees. For the most part this is 

the second growth and is uniformly dense, thinning out 

in only one or two small areas. The deciduous varieties 

include all the usual soft and hard wood trees, especially 

oaks, hard maples, bass wood, aspens, poplars, beach, 

ironwood, black cherry, eLllls and ash. Types not usually 

found in Michigan forests include flowering dogwood, 

sassafras, june berry, tulip trees, sycamores, yellow 

birch and hazel trees. 

The evergreens include ~he coniferous types of white 

pine, j ackpine, hemlock, prostrate juniper, red cedar and 

ground hemlock. The shrub varieties include all the types 

native to sou·thern Michigan. Wild flowers are found in 

profUsion and exotic shrubs and flowers are often discover

ed. The combined picture is one of varied and luxuriant 

growth, with surprises the rule rather than the exception. 

There is a great abundance of squirrels, rabbits, 

pheasants, partridge and quail found in the natural cover 

which supplies an abundant food supply. Gulls are to be 
{; 

seen overhead almost anywhere in the area. Wild fowl 

gather in l arge numbers on the lake during the flight 

season. The forest is also plentifUlly supplied with 

native birds. 
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7. Possible cost: 

The follwwing table shows the acreage, and assessed 

valuation of all the property owners, exclusive of sub-

divisions in the area, having one acre of land or more: 

Name 

n.n-s. J. Guernsey 
James H. Porter 
Florence Rodgers 
Marnchilk &. 

Orlinsky 
Dr. w. Baum 
Van Buren St. Pk. 
J. T. King 
A. Ho Clarke 
J. W. Hardt Est. 
Ida Ewald 
s. B. McGrew 
H. Axtell 
Jesse Baldwin 
H. KUebler Est. 
w. Boetticher 
A. Ao Packard 
Roosevel~ Hills 
Mrs. G. Corbin 
o. M. Carter 
Mo B. Dean Est. 
R. G. Ballou 
Palisades Park 

Assn . 
Monroe 
M. B. Dean Est. 
M. B. Dean Est. 
lst Nat. Bk.-Chgo. 
Covert Twp. Park 
Olive T. Glidden 
Terry w. Edwards 
Imo Donahoe 
Olive T. Giidden 
Andrew Brown 
Olive T. Glidden 

Table 5o 

Total 
Acreage 

2.75 
49.25 
20. 

23. 
16.5 

107. 
10. 
30. 
40. 
11.3 
11.3 
11.4 
20. 
20. 
40. 
10. 

206. 
87. 

150.62 
137. 

10. 

79. 
40. 
40. 
26. 

158. 
68 . 

320. 
16.65 
14.5 
98.7 
10. 

140. 

Assessed Average Acres 
Valuation per Acre. in Area 

$ 1100.00 $ 40.00 
1500.00 30050 

600.00 30.00 

400.00 
400.00 

300.00 
800.00 
900.00 
300.00 
500.00 
400.00 
900.00 

1000.00 
1600 . 00 
800. 00 

4800.00 
2000.00 
4500.00 
4000.00 

500.00 

2200.00 
900 . 00 

1100.00 
400.00 

4800.00 

12000.00 
2000.00 
2000.00 
6000.00 
1800.00 
6000.00 

17.40 
24.20 

30.00 
26 .60 
22 .50 
26.50 
44.20 
35.10 
45.00 
50000 
40000 
80.00 
23.30 
23.00 
29.90 
29.20 
50000 

27.90 
22.50 
27.50 
15.40 
30.40 

37.50 
120.00 
138.00 

60.80 
180.00 
42.80 

2.75* 
49.25* 
20. 

6. 
16.5 

107. * 
10. 
23. 
2. 
4.5 
2 .. 5 
1. 

200 * 
18.5 * 
31. * 
6.5 * 

120 . * 
55. * 

120. * 
117. 

4. 

79. 
11. 
40 . 
21. 

124. 
68. * 

202. * 
16.65* 
14.4 * 
98.7 * 
10. * 
60 0 * 
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Table 5.- Cont'd. 

Total Assessed Average Acres 
Name Acrea~e Valuat ion Eer Acre. in Area 

Marie L. Wilson 44.25 ~~ 2600. 00 $ 58.80 44.25* 
Ervin Baumel 10.06 1 300.00 122.80 10.06* 
H. C. Kling 32.5 3800.00 11?.00 32.5 * 
Peyton & Ri eman 46.5 4000.00 86 .00 46.5 * 
L. p. Teuscher 24. 2400.00 100.00 24. * 
Wm. Geisler 3?.8 2950. 00 ?8.10 3'7. 8 * 
Samuel Higgins 10.25 1250 . 00 122 . 00 10.25* 
John Rebideaux 1 6 . 6 1 650.00 99 . 40 16 .6 * 
Olive T. Glidden 230. 6000.00 26 . 10 12 .• * Alice Giordano 15.1 1600.00 1 06 .00 15.l * Mar y K. Band 14.4 1200.00 8 3.40 14.4 * H. N. Wieman 38.3 3200.00 83.60 38 . 3 * Olive. T. Glidden 2'70. 11600.00 43.00 240. * 
~.1I:rs. Bray 88.5 3300.00 37.30 88.5 * 
Virgil Polmanteer 40. 1500.00 3'7.50 3 '7 .5 
A. c. Dystrup 240. 4900.00 20 . 40 2 • . 
Bergman 67. 3200 . 00 4 7.80 6'7 . * F. Fisher 40. 1000.00 25 .00 40. 
Br eining 10. 300.00 30. 00 9o 
I da Mont gomer y 30. 1400 . 00 46. '70 5. 
H. Sinden & 

E. Denney 92 . 4500 . 00 49.00 92. * Mrs . Burgess 20. 900 .00 45.00 20 . 
L. M. Lucker 20 . '700 . 00 35.00 19. 
A. M. Woodruff 40. 1200 . 00 30 . 00 2 '7. 
Comm. Nat. Bank 

st. Joe 40. 1200 . 00 30.00 12. 
Gray & Bergman 165.42 5900.00 35.?0 123 . * G. Ackerman 2.3 350.00 152.00 2.3 * 
Howard 3. 6 350 . 00 9? .30 3.6 
P. P. Ackerman 5.9 290.00 49 .20 5 . 9 * 
Fo c. Acker man 8.5 700 . 00 8 2.30 8 .5 * 
Geoo M. Ackerman 10 .1 ?00.00 69 .30 10. * Friday Bros. 88.08 1300 .00 14.80 3.5 
Gertrude Applegate '7 . 5 1500 . 00 200.00 4 .5 * Bertha Collener 2. 600.00 300.00 2 . * Margaret Fewins 2. 500 . 00 250.00 2 . * J. Scr i bano & 

J . Pacina 3. 800.00 267 . 00 3. * Ber gman & Gray 37 . 4 2400 . 00 64 . 20 2 . * Sophi a Wi sB 1.8 200 . 00 111.10 1.8 * · 
I. B. Good 2. '700 . 00 350. 00 2. * Jacobs Es t . 1?2. 15700 . 00 91 . 40 55. * F. Van Amaer 4 . 500 . 00 125.00 4. * Mr.'s . Rae Emerson 11 . 5 2200.00 191.00 11.5 '" Walter Miller 2. 500.00 a;;o.oo 2. * 
* I ndicates Lake Frontage . 
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The possible cost of the land is estimated as follows: 

Table 6. 

2500 Acres @ $100 to $ 200 per Acre , i ncluding improvements 

276 Unimproved lots @ $200 per lot. 

150 Dnproved lots @ $600 . per lot. 

569 Unsold subdivided lots @ $25 per lot. 

From t his ·table, it is estimated that t he l and will 

cost approximately $ 525, 000 . If, however 1 the concen

trated subdivision a rea around Palisades Park is excluded, 

the cost would be approximately ~~400,000. This wou ld 

divide t he project into t wo parts , north and south, but 

would in no way detract from its usefulness or i t s 

accessibi lity. The part not taken would be in the hands 

of owners who now have restri c tions on the ir property 

and the remainder woul d be i n public ownership , so tha t 

no nuisances are to be anticipated . This di v ision would 

not interfer e with maintenance or administration and 

would not create any t r affic congestion or hazards. 

The price used in determining values in this area is 

dependent entirely on supply and demand. Befo r e the 

highway was built in 1 932 , t h is area was highly inacces

sible and t he pr ice was low as reflected even today in the 

assessed valuations, which are no criterion of value as 

these estimates have not caught up with current asking 

and selli:t).g prices . With the building of the highway , an 

inm1ediate boom sent the prices soaring. Today , t hese prices 
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no longer obtain, but they do still influence asking 

prices, especially those of a speculative nature. The 

changing of ownership in the area is not entirel y at a 

standstill. There is some ac tivity in sale and purchase 
• 

of acreage, but practically noe in lots. The owners of 

this property are well aware that they hold one of the 

last large areas of beach property that has not been 

entirely subdivided and they are content to hold their 

property for brighter days , when they hope it will again 

command exhorbitant prices. 

As a point of comparison, we have investigated the 

cost of the land in creating the Indiana Dunes State 

Park, which is an area very simil ar to the one covered 

by this report. For the Indiana property $1,000,000 

was paid for 2210.47 acres. This property gave them a 

beach mileage of 3.25 miles. The l and was purchase in 

1925. 

8. Special Interests of the Area: 

The following is a list of _special interest features 

for this area: 

a. Ludwigs Pier, from which most of the lumber cut in 
the vicinity of the area was shipped in sailboats 
to Ch~cago. 

b. Marvin's Slice, a moving sand dune from t he summit of 
wh ich sand is constantly blowing in a fine spray. 

c. Thunder Mountain , elevation 242 ft. above Lake Michigan 
from which a view for many miles can be enjoyed, 
both landward over the project area, and also over 
Lake Michigan. 
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d. Bangor, Michigan , apple center of Michigan. 
Surrounded by very fine orchards. 

e. Commercial Activity: 

1. Black River, South Haven Terminus for ocean 
going boats, bringing princip~lly pulp wood and 
China clay. In one year, from 90 to 110 boats 
call at this port, most of which are foreign, 
nearly one-third being Norwegian. 

2. Fruit Belt. The area is ad jacent to the Michigan 
fruit belt. In the vicinity are large peach, pear, 
apple, cherry and plum orchards, strawberry fields 
and vineyards. Each year in May, a Blossom Festival 
is held in Benton Harbor and st. Joseph, which at
tracts thousands to the neighboring cities. Also, 
in May, a Tulip Festival is held in Holland, attract
ing other thousands. 

3. Fishing tugs leave South Haven every day. 

f. Geological Interests: 

The sand dunes are an interesting phenomenon from a 
geological point of viewo The wind and lake toghether 
created these dunes, which are interesting alike to 
the geologist and naturalist. 

9. Climate: 

The normal tourist season extends from May 15th to 

October 1st. The great influx of tourists, however, 

comes with the school summer vacation period, about June 

15th, and lasts until Labor Day, Sept. 1st. The ·normal 

population of South Haven is 5,000. During the height 
f8 

of the season, it is conservatively estimated to be 

20,000. 
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The following tabl e gives the air temperatures for 

the four summer months in South Haven, during the last 

four year s: 

Table 7. 

Part 
Av. Av. Clear Cloudy & 

Yr. 1931 High High Low Low Days Cloudz 

June 91. ??06 39. 60.4 9 21 
July 95. 83.4 49. 63.9 23 8 
Aug. 93. ?9.9 45. 60.l 13 18 
Sept. 88. 7?.3 40. 59 o7 14 16 

Yr. 1932 

June 890 78.l 43 . 5?.9 13 17 
J uly 94. 80.9 50. 61.8 18 13 
Aug. 89. ?9~9 47. 60.7 15 16 
Sept. 88. ?4.1 36. 50.9 1 9 11 

Yr. 1933 

June 950 82.4 39. 60.2 19 11 
July 91. 83.2 53. 62.3 18 13 
Aug. 89. 78.4 44. 56.9 16 15 
Sept. 94. 76.6 44. 56o4 12 18 

Yr. 1934 

June 99 .• 83.2 48. 57.7 22 8 
July 99. 85.7 47. 62.3 23 8 
Aug. 99. SloO 44. 59.3 22 9 
Sept. 85. 74.0 42. 55.7 12 18 

1931-34 

J une 99. 80.3 39. 59.0 15.75 14.25 
.TUly 99. 83.3 47. 62.6 20.5 10.5 
Au g. ~ 99. ?9.8 44. 59.3 16.5 14.5 
Sept. 94. 75.5 36. 55.7 14.25 15.75 
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The fo l lowing table gives the water temperatures 

taken at the south Haven water works intake, 1500 ft. 

from shore , southwest of the south pier. Tempera tures 

at the water's edge range from 2 to 5 degrees higher 

in warm weather: 

Table 80 

Yr. 1929 May JUne .July Aug. se12t. Oct. 

High 61. 65. '75. '71. 70. 5o. 
Low 46. 46. 44. 49. 4'7. 46. 
Average 50.9 54.9 60.8 60.8 59. 50. 

Yr. 1930 

High 55. '70. '73. '74. 74. 68. 
LOW 44. 49. 47. 45. 50. 49. 
Average 48. 53. 60. 58.8 65. 54. 

yr. 1931 

High 52. '75. '75. 76. 74. 65. 
LOW 44. 46. 46. 45. 55. 46. 
Average 48. 50. 64. 61. 63. 57. 

Yr. 1932 

High 63. 67. '78. 74. 74. 60. 
Low 45 . 45. 58. 47. 46. 52. 
Average 53. 61. '71. 69. 57. 56. 

Yr. 1933 

High 59. 69. 76. 75. '73. 66. 
Low 43. 4'7. 46. 4?. 45. 48. 
Average 51. 62. 63. 70. 67. 56. 

Yr. 1934 

High 56. 67. 72. 76. 66. 63. 
Low 45. 45. 49. 49. 50. 50. 
Average t51 . 61. 62• 67. 62. 54. 

1929-34 

High 63. 750 78. '76. 74. 68. 
Low 43. 45. 44. 45. 45. 46. 
Average 50.3 57. 63.5 64.4 62.1 54.5 
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The following table gives the monthly and annual 

precipitation for the las t four years, with normal com-

parison: 

Table 9. 

Month Normal 1931 1932 1933 1934 

J"anuary 2.00 in. 1,21 in. 3. 61 in. • 99 in. .81 in • 
February 1.67 .31 .89 1.65 .90 
March 2.63 2.11 2.42 1.7'7 1.34 
April 2.93 1. 95 .89 2o36 1.65 
May 3.44 2.98 3.'76 5.50 1.05 
J"une 3o87 2.65 1.18 4.14 1.22 
J"uly 2.64 2.21 2.86 2.98 . 85 
August 2.68 la45 3.12 2.11 3.82 
September 2.91 1.94 1.44 5.48 4 . 61 
October 2.91 3.51 5.89 5.84 2.73 
November 3.46 4.32 1 .23 1.44 4.69 
December 2.66 2o42 2.50 1.17 1.37 

Annual 33.80 27.06 29.79 35.43 25.04 

No nuisance conditions exist from insect pests, due 

to the lack of presence of stagnant water. The prevail-

ing winds also drive away any moaquito nuisance which is 

so common around inland lakes. 

from insect pests. 

\; 

The beaches a r e free 
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10. Anticipated Use: 

We believe that an area of this type is greatly 

needed. For a comparative basis, we offer t he follow

ing table showing the size of other public beach de

velopments on Lake Michigan, and their distance from 

Metropolitan Chicago: 

Table 10. 

Frontage on Distance from 
Name of Park No. of Acres Lake Mich. Chicago 

D. H. Day 32 708 ft. 318 mi. 
Grand Haven 29 1800 168 
Holland 44 1540 147 
Chas. Mears 15 960 221 
MUskegon 1197 15000 1?8 
Oceana cty. 1118 15000 221 
orchard Beach 26 1130 283 
Van Buren 10? 2160 110 
Warren DUnes · 252 5300 80 
Ludington 3056 16360 259 
Nor th Port 31 1960 368 
Indiana Dunes 2200 1?160 60 

Of these parks, the Indiana Dunes State Par k is 

the only one adequa tely equipped to meet the existing 

need. Van Buren state Park is entirely inadequate , 

without bath houses and hemmed in by almoat insurmoun-

t able bluffs. Warren DUnes is leased by t he Sta te of 

Michigan, but has never been developed nor does it have 

an attendant. The rema ining parks are state Pa r ks , 
~ 

north of t he project area , and are all crowded because 

of limited f acilities. Each provides only parking and 

ba th house accomodations. 
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The following table gives the total number of 

visitors at State Parlcs on Lake Michigan for the last 

six years: 

Table 11. 

Name of Park Total No. of Visitors 

1929 1930 1931 

D. H. Day 44,891 54,005 41,528 

Grand Haven 1,184,441 1,156,250 1,355,075 

Holland 631,712 698 ,150 711,855 

Chaso Mears 65,244 72,335 1?9,305 

.MJ.skegon 132,359 284,3'70 284 , 175 

Orchard Beach 70,665 65 ,149 63,035 

Van Buren 1'7,812 43,719 63,565 

1932 1933 1934 

D. H. Day 49,10? 38,899 3'7,251 

Grand Haven 1,431,200 1,620,900 1,642,600 

Holland 515,500 750,305 503 ,850 

Chas. Mears 186' 550 202,275 254 , 605 

MUskegon 362,545 325,535 315,625 

Orchard Beach 67,869 50,595 113,883 

Van Buren 1$ 
63,640 55,802 57,190 
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The following table gives the total number of 

campers and camps built at State Parks, on Lake :Michi-

gan for the last six years : 

Name of Park 

D. H. Day 
Grand Haven 
Holland 
Chas. Mears 
MUskegon 
Orchard Beach 
Van Buren 

D. H. Day 
Grand Haven 
Holl and 
Chas. Mears 
MU.skegon 
Orchard Beach 
Van Buren 

D. H. Day 
Grand Haven 
Holland 
Chas. Mears 
Muskegon 
orchard Beach 
Van Bur en 

Table 12. 

1929 
No . 

Campers No. Camps 

1,46? 
5 ,18? 
2,353 
1,9?4 
2 , 6'76 
5 , 83'7 
1, 544 

l,?65 
'7,929 
5 , 2'72 
1,986 
3,456 
4,832 
2,303 

1,333 
9,084 
? , 0'74 
l , 2'70 
3,452 
3,43'7 
2 , 323 

1 931 

1933 

428 
1,488 

613 
5?? 

x 808 
1,875 

448 

542 
2,299 
1 , 331 

558 
1 , 028 
1, 545 

60'7 

368 
2 , 5'74 
1 , 612 

385 
814 

1 , 03'7 
6?0 

1930 
No.--

Campers No. Camps 

1, 549 
5, 932 
3 , 819 
1,850 
3,322 
5,66'7 
1,620 

1932 

1,908 
9 ,549 
'7,422 
l, ?14 
3 , 922 
4,289 
2 , 695 

1934 

1 , 370 
9 , 063 
7 ,393 
1 , 561 
3,102 
3 , 887 
2 , 16'7 

474 
l ,'711 

976 
535 
9?0 

1 , 682 
502 

534 
2 , '784 
1 , 618 

456 
1,023 
1 , 312 

813 

383 
2,552 
l , '798 

419 
891 

1 ,143 
657 
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The foll owing table is a summary ~or three re-

presentative yea r s of the use made of state Parks in 

Michigan: 

Table 13. 

1925 1930 1934 

At t endance 2 , 539 , 6'72 8 ,891 , 880 8 , 561 , 016 

Campers 77 , 534 154,425 149 , 482 

Camps Bui lt 24 , 267 44 , 25'7 40 , 7'73 

Michiga n 
Campers 59 , 061 128 , 906 127 , 649 

Michigan 
Camps Built 1'7 , ?01 36 , 310 34 ,145 

Non- Resident 
Campers 18 , 473 25 , 519 2l t833 

Non-Resi dent 
Camps Built 6 , 566 7 , 947 6 , 628 

Aver age number 
of persons per 
camp 3.2 3.48 30 6'7 

Percentage cam-
pers(of total 
a ttendance ) 3% 1 . '7% 1075% 

Number of states 
represented 46 47 40 

Localities repre-
sented, other Washington, Peru , s . A., Canada , Wash . , 
than states D. c. & Wash., D. C. n.c., India 

Canada & Honolulu . 

The f0llowing sect ion gives suggested devel opments 

f or the proposed area, which rmke a complete recrea tion-

a l unit, far superior to the parks listed in Tables 11 

and 12. 
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11. Development Suggestions: 

A. General: 

1. Roads. The construction of roads should be 

adequate for actual needs , but kept down to a minimumo 

No scenic roads should be built , as t hey would detract 

from the natural unspoiled beauty of the area. The 

ma in arte r y for traffic has been built , u. s. Hi ghway 

#310 Only service roads should be con structed. Ade

quate traffic circulation is provided by u. s . #31 . 

The type of roads constructed should depend entirely on 

use , and should be made to fit topographical contours 

so as to be l east conspicuous . 

2o Utilit ies. Electric line s are now exis tant at 

the center of t he proposed area . No serious problem 

presents itself in getting an adequate supply of light 

and power . Some lines will have to be built , perhaps 

ten to fifteen miles sufficing. An ade quate supply of 

fine water can be had for the drilling. Drainage and 

soil types are excellent for the const ruction of the 

necessary sanitary f~cilities . 

3. Reforestation. This will be a matter of main-

t enance and control r ather than pl ant i ng, as t he whole 

area is heavil y wooded . 
~ 

4 . Beach Improvement. Although t he bea ch is kept 

clean by the water action, nevertheless, the beach will 

require some attention, especially so with inereasing 

public use. 
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B. Particula r Areas: (See Exhibit #7) 

1. State Par k Area: 

As previously explained , this a r ea has never been 

developed. Part of i t is now used as a camp by t he Boy 

Scouts. As it is not suited t o general public use , we 

believe that its present use could be extended to in

clude other organizations who camp . There is a road 

leading into the property at present. The only develop

ment required would be sanitary facilities, large open 

shelters and covered kitchens. 

2. Area of Short Hi king Trails : 

This area is heavily wooded and adapts i t self ad

miar§bl y to hiking short dis1;ances. I t is not as r ugged 

as the territory f arther south. There should be no con

struction of any kind except a shelter or t wo advantageous

ly located. Trails could be defined through the forest 

Vlithout actually cutting and constructing them. This 

area could be used for general public hiking as the eleva

tions are not very great and the forest growth is some of 

the finest in the area. 

3. Intensive Public Use Area : (See Exhibit #8) 

The main features of this area are : 

a. one or two l ar ge bath houses. 

b. Parldng Space for 2500 cars. 
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c. Adequate beach for thousands of people, a c

cessible through a natural gap in the dunes. 

This is one of two pl aces in t he entire area 

where the lake can be seen from the highwayo 

It is the logical place for intensive 

public use. A large open level area can 

be used for parking immediately adjacent 

to the highway. 

4. Piclil.ic Area: 

This area is a continuation of area #3, and also 

designed for intensive public use. Here, in a large 

area , could be developed the picnic facilities for the 

whole proposed area. It is adjacent to the public bath 

houses. Trails leading to lookout shelters a top t he 

dunes, and to secluded spots for picnic tables would 

permit of great public use of t hi s particular area. 

Areas 2, 3 and 4 are all designed solely for daytime :mse 

and could be administered in t hat way. The only develop

ment required in the picnic area would be adequate picnic 

tables, outdoor stoves, sanita r y facilities, lookouts, 

and some open shelters. 

5. Boat Basin and Golf course: 

This area embraces t he present subdivisions . It 

also inclu~es an abandoned golf co urse, which could be 

restored if desirable . There is a lso a small artificial 

le.ke crea ted at the mouth of Brandywine Breek. This. 

could be enlar ged and improved t o constitut e a boat basin 

and shelter for small craft . 
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6. Township Park: 

This park is small and its use restricted by its 

size. It has 1050 feet of l ake frontage, and includes 

about 48 acres of l and. Its future use is pr oblemat i cal 

should the proposed proj ect be carried out . 

7 . Childrens Camps: (See Exhibit #9) 

Here, in rather rough terra in, is an i deal 

location for childrens camps. They are separated on 

the north from the township parlc by a ver y high ridge . 

There would be seclusion and protection for children 

of all ages, with adequate space on which to rown. The 

public would be e~sily excluded. Service r oads only 

would be constructed . There is Q good beach. 

8. Longer Hiking Tra ils: 

Here, in an area Which is t he most rough of all 

the land in t he proposed area, i s the ideal hiking 

country. This area would appeal especially to the con

firmed and experienced hiker. It should be left just 

as it is without roads and developments. Trails could 

be posted for guidance only a nd a few shelters builto 

A posted nature trail would appeal to the naturalisto 

Beautiful ~views ar e possible from several of the higher 

elevations. The general puplic wou l d not be invited in 

t his a rea , its use being restricted to hiking . 
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9. Overnight Camps: 

This area includes several large sweeping valleys 

which could be used for overnight camps to the vest ad

vantage. Here the tent and trailer owner could find a 

peaceful overnight camping grounds. Sanitary facilities 

and outdoor stoves shouiUl. be provided, parking areas in 

secluded spots designated , and otherwise no construction. 

Roads would be required, but only for ingress and eggress 

to parking areas. 

10. Family Vacation Areas: 

Here at the southern end of the project would be 

the best location for family vacation camps. The build

ings for these camps, together with the childrens camps 

and the bath houses on the intensive public use area, 

would be the major construction work for the entire 

projec·~. Areas 9 and 10 could well be ad.ministered as 

parts of one large similar unit. 

c. Winter Sports: 

The steep slo·pes of the dunes are ideal for to

bogganing and skiing. Skating could be provided on the 

boat basin. Winter hiking could also be encouraged. 

There is ~dequate snowfall for winter sports, but not 

too much to discourage the hiker. 
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summary: 

Justification for Van Buren Sea Shore Beach Project. 

1. Anticipated public use during future greater 
leisure. 

2. Proximity to large metropoli tan centers. 

3. Accessibility by road , boat and bus. 

4. Cost of land less now than at any anticipated 
future time. 

5. Beauty of the dunes shoul d be preserved~ 

6. There are no similar areas in the Middle West 
today, providing such a varied program as out
lined. 

?. Work projects could be carried out in develop
ing the area. 

8. Health, especially of children, fostered. 

9. Investment for good citizenship, resulting in 
pride and enjoyment in Government owned recrea
tion centers. 

10. Low cost of maintenance and administration, in 
proportion to vast public use . 

11. saving in cost to individual in use of public 
non-profit, rather t han private, facilities. 

12. No private enterprise to undertake so vast a 
program. 

13. Public need for this type of project. The supply 
of this type area is not equal to demand~ 

14. The area is directly adjacent to the van Buren 
Recr~ation Project on which work is under way. 
The combining of these projects would be feasible 
and advisable, using the same personnel. 
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