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A broad, s/ad..w~ter reJch 
of the l'otom.ic .ihm e 
Seneca Brc.1ks, ,1 .. upcrb 
p/Jce 101 11shing, bo~llng 
and WJlt'r sporr1. 

The 11\' C'r roJrs o"''' Gre.11 fJ//j . 
1·nwrr11g the t;Otl)C .1 lf'w mi/r, dhovc 
\ \',11hm5ton. 
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1A plan for 
· preserving a green sheath of 
lrecreation lands 
1along the mainstem Potomac 

I 
'WATIONAL RIVER 

In sweeping bends and stately This report outlines how a con-
reaches that have cradled much of siderable part of th<1t program can 

l the Nation 1s early history, the Poto- be effectively translated into action. 
mac flows from the Allegheny high- A Potomac National River, consisting 
lands to Chesapeake tidewarer of about 68,000 acres along the 

~rough a rich and varied land~t:apc. stream v~illey between Cumberland, 
11,'_~is bountiful river, perhaps the Maryland, and Washington, D.C., 

least spoiled of major streams in \voulu both preserve the essential fcJ-
the eastern United States, now faces tures of the landscape and make 

I an uncertain future. Towns, indus- certL1in lt1\tt the river's waters and 
tries, housing developments will shorel.mds are fully available to the 
continue to spread over its shore- gencrJl public.:. Its boundaries \vould 
lands, disrupUng vital natural pro- take in the river's banks and islands, 

l esses and blighting the riverscape, the historic Chesapeake and Ohio 
as has happened on all too many Canal, short stretches of the mo<:.t 1m-
rivers in the country, or the Poto· porl<mt tributaries, and vital bordering 

F
ae can be preserved and it!> .abun- land~---cre,1ting .1 "green !>heath" of 

ant gifts made accessiblP. to the recreation space along ·19s miles of 
citizens of a burgeoning metropolio,. the Potom.u ·., m,1in qcm. For thl' S 

In ·1965 a Federal task force, di- million people who live within :;o 

l ected by the President to prl'parc mile.-. of it<. .... hnrelands <md the 
plan that would make the Potomac countless otJwrs who would cnrnP 

a "model of conservation," <,f't out ior one rf•.1<,on ur .mother. the 

I
to .d<::•vt->(' .~l. progr.un tlr;,I w"rrld 1 1 .... n 
up the river. and ke('p 1t l IPJn, 
lrOIC'c I thP flVPr\ n.1tur.1I ',( t~IH'f). 
and provide .1dequatP Wdt'.lfton 

lfoulitres .1long 11' shores 

Nat1(1n,1i R1\·Pr would be a 1wrmMwrH 

•.cpnll .t'-'-Pl .md .m 1mpurt.H1l ~our c. t' 

oi outdoor plc,isure. 



When fully developed, there would 
be some 57 public-use areas along 
the river, including scores of n.1 -
111ral .:ind hic.toncJI ~11es, l7'\ mile~ 
of fool trails, 185 miles 01 bridlP 
tr,111!., many camping places for 
hikers and canoe1sh, as well as those 
who arrive by automobilr., numerous 
bo11l launching points, em 1ron­
mental educJ l1on centers, and sun · 
dry sports facil111e-;. Pll\ ate businesses 
\voultl provide must loclg111g, food 
.rnd other essentrJI serv1( P~- either 
ou tside 1he Na11onal River or on pri­
v,1 te l.mds \\ 1thin. In terpretive and 
educa tion.ii p1og1ains, .is hcfits so 
nch and comple\ .m area. would 
imagin.itivcly .11tcmpl lo convey an 
uncler~landing of 1he mer'c; char 
.ictcr and history. In it-; treatment 
01 the riverscapc .rnd in the design 
of facili tiec;, the N<1tion;1I River would 
serve as a model 01 how residen­
tial. cornmcrtial tind industrial 
dP\clopment in the basin can p10-
ceed in har mon} wllh the processes 
.ind amenities of nature, perpctuat­
in~ them for continuing enjovmcnl 
rather than comuming them tor the 
c>.igPnciec; o( the moment. 

111 .1 )ense, 1his pl.in 101 pre~i>n ing 
the r iverscapc along the m:iin stem 
goc!> b.11 k ~umc 1 5 ye.u~ to the 
lust effort<, o( con~ervat1onis1s to 
protect the C & 0 Canal and make 
1l more useful for 1ccrc.it1on. Bills lo 

csl.lbhsh a Chesapeal..p and Ohio 
C111al Nallonal Hi~luri c.tl Park ha\ c 
twit e p.1.sed th!! St'n,1w O ther l~gi'>· 
lat1on has been introduced to pro' 1de 
funds to re~torc .ind de\ clnp the 
canal. Out in tlw l.i~I IPw 1cars 1 

redl•ral intcrdcpa1tment 1I ,wdy 01 thl' 
Potomac bac;111 ha<- gre.111\; l ·1larged 
our understanding ol the ri ver. lJy 
rorusing .illcnltnn rn1 lhr c1111rc fl\'l'r 
.ind its natur.11 pron'''' '~. 1t h.1•. 
~hn\\11 tliat rn rt·.~lit\ 1t 1~ :he"· he 11• 
rt\"' en\'ironrnc•n: 1h.1 t rnus r be pPr 
p1•1tr.1t1;d 11 tlw rl\!'" ,1nd rt': hor1• 
l.tnrJ, oHI' 10 bl' t11!1,l1 (t\P l•H tl'f 't',! 

lion. 
1111~ l11t)Jd•'lll cl < nn< (pt 0 1 i!w 

'.•ltn111l RI\ t'r 111.1k"' tht, < Cl'l i> r1.,1 

:10•1 f1'tlJL'1 t 0111• pf iln• 1rn•q c 0111-

The Rumsey Memorial a1 
Sh1mherd~1own, .i tnbute 
lo e.11/\• slc.Jmboal c>pcr•· 
menrs along this part of 
the river. 

plcx 1'vcr proposed by the National 
P.1rk <iervrcc. II affects ~ome 5,500 
parcels of land in three States, 12 
lOUnl1es, ,ind several lO\Vns besides 
v.H11>us commercial interests. The 
propchcll provides for .1 major rederal 
role in adrmn1stenng the National 
R1wr, but 1l i> antil1p.1 lcd th.it 
I cder.11 Phnrb '' oulcl be ,upple­
mcntcd b) those of other levels Gi 
GO\,., nmcnt. 

The National Rive1 is fully com­
P• ti hie with the purposes of the 
pending Potomac. River B.1~in com­
p.let ,1 joint rederal-S tate under­
t.iking dc~1gned to intcg1alc w<1lcr 
.111d ll'l.11<'d re-.ourn• m.111agPment 
prog1am ... throughout the 
"Jh•r ... ~ied. ~hould the National 
Rivt·r h1' in cx istt>nce .1 1 the tirnl' the 
rompac1 1<; adopted, 11 would be 
man,1ged 111 harmony with the plans 
.ind progr,1ms of the Comp.Kl Corn­
m1s .. 1lln IU'I as would other public 
land~ '' 1thin the basin This cooper a 
t1nn in basic mattrrs like land 
wn~ervat1on and pollution control 
"ill h,1\C ,1 ~re.it deal to do with how 
\\ell the Potomac ca n be protect~d 
ind t'w ult1111al(' use:. lo which its 
\\ ,1tl' 1 s .inti sho1 eland~ can he put. 

Ht>c.1u~c the National River would 
.ifletl many 1urisd1ct1ons and 1n-
1ere~1 the Park Service intends 
that llm plan should remain •)pen 
In 11n1>ro\ crnenb and altcr,1tions as 
rond1ltons .rnd situations change and 
nC\\ ub1etl1ve) ar1~c. Whclt rs needed, 
.1ml '' h,1t 1h1s masle1 plan hopes to 
spur .ire a eries of complementary 
pl.1115 rnd .irrangemcnts by the 
St.\11'' l 1>11ntie~. and cil1t>., wh1l h, 
t,1 1.;l•n to~c ther, would perpetuate the 
~pl1·11dtd 11.1tural riualit1e~ oi the 
Potom.1c and make them a' <1dablc 
111 111< rL·,1,111g riuml}('r-; for ~\\'llT1 

ming, ho.111ng, <amping h1l..111g anci 
~l'Jtl'" ol nthPr ilCtl\ I tll'S \\ h1d1 
111•oph· lti-.e to do .1long * '-'.H1Pd 
• nd "' oud<"cl shore .... The fl\ t" ... •' 
1 1'.11 I 11•,,rng tc1 p1ewnl 111h.1h11 ,1nt~ 

11 hL· I 11 ... 1n, nn\' \\'l'•l' 1 ili' t'r\ "r 

r.h \\ rllt<· ll , ,ind IUIUrt' 111h,1 b1l,trW• 

\\Ill ''·'.I ""l'll fi.u.JI\ I II! ,llc•c! iJ ti 

d11P flt,; 1('111,\111 tilt' ,,lmt' 
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Then: a·t• a number of Fed· 
c rJ/ .in I <lC.11 p.ir~l.lnds '" 11h,n 
thr• l'oroni .. c lia,in, lwr m11rh 1~ 

rl11· 11CJc:"ldt:LJ, much 1< h;ur/ to 
1e.1tf1 ur / 1r •10111 u·1nn CC!llll'f , 

.111d liri/1• of 11 prov1rlc!~ op 
po•run f\ •or vatcr·bJ~t:l aClt\ r 
liC5 1/1~ f'.,l•Jm.1r f\i.11•opJf Rn tr 
.1-.1tlt' /torn fill" t 1n !llJ: iJ }l,1nd 

rnn:r> .1m/ l11swnc: '" N' ape, 
would J '"''' tr1 the· it•Rron lhc 
l.11ul ,111<1 <1u.Jl1t1• 01 1w!Jl11 tl•· 

Cf<' l/tnnilf Ofl{J0/111111/}' ti 1101\' 

•en• r.il/1 la f..s II •· e :una: d 

that 1 '''ts lo 1'11· ,\'at•on.1/ Rn·l'r 
·.»ou/u 1 ·~.ii <; :·1 fl v·1 Jnnu;il11 
w11h1n J ll•1v 1·~ars Jnd 1ncrca ,. 

ro 1Z m 11, •n annu.11/y by /')IJ •, 
I /It'll l/11 /)O/IUl,JIHlll lll t/11• 

\V,1>hrng1on R /r11norc mcrr<>p•Jlr 
1.111 .1reJ > e'rwc<ed w ,,..,,rJ, 
111.~JI f\ 11 I 'I /1 lW /i' flOll> J h,1/ 

lhC'!-~ art 1 nn<PrvJ!J\·e PSUm.1111 ' 

c;.i:1 /Je $t:c11 i.>1· compJ1i11r, 1/11 M 

1\ 11/i llf!u1c> h1r cur1cnt 11·«' 

.11 1w1 1 p uJ rlnn;: rh•· ·tvt"r, 

fl "fl~,, r r .1 i•i Gr. 1 f,.11\, 
\h} Ottflng l!lbi, f/JTfJCh Fc:rrv 
rncrlvrd n,,,1rl\ i n111/1on 11>1a 

,incl C.tl' ; I 1/i< r;~ 11/v lllll « 
mrlJ.01 r i 1• n1 ~·r c :,•Jr/I \\ .iu ..:· 

"l • 'i , t/J<:; r .. 
1 t• .1:1. .I 1 ,., I ot 1! rt•!Jr n 



Al Paw Paw bends the 
11vcr f/011 s through rugged, 
lore~wd country-by far 
the most isolated within 
the l\.i11ona/ River. 

In 1ls onicial report on the 
Poton1.1c, I ht• Nation's River, the 
DcpartmrrH of the Interior has pre­
~cntcd a c.1•arthi11g description of the 
Po1011M1 h.1 c.in ., prohlE'm'> Jnd op­
portuni liPs and l<lld OUt cour:,es of 
.sc 111111 nn thH'f' broad fronts : 
0 tlw mailer of coping with a num­

bN of " Her rec;ource problerll'; 
\\ tthin the b.1~in ;is we ll as con­
tributing grc,1tly to ecological! 
" nic .rnd rc>cr ational values 

D dw m.lltN o f protecting and re­
s tor111 1~ the b.1<.in' natural and 
~n·n1( .isc.et' tor use and en1ov-
1nt'nt by the publit; 

Cl tlw m.11ter of wi<;clv coordinating 
iut urc pl,1nnrng. 
l lrn. mJ~Wr plan is mainly con­

rp11wd w11h tlw q>cond of thc.;p 
ML'.l~ It ,1i1m JI offering visitor the 
m .1\11n11111 .1 111uunl of rcul.'.Hion.11 
oppurtunitrc~ ronsistPnt \\ ilh the> 
p cqwlu at10n of the ::.cen1c, natu ral, 
111d hi..,tnric,11 vall!P'> .1long the 
m 1.:r. In 1t '.ir1uu~ programs u t 
111.ill,11:• ·1111 nt .ind Jl'vrlopmcnt th ,• 
P.ul.. '>t·f\ ice would seek to: 
CJ P1•qH't11.itt' tlw n.llur.11 condition 

ot the 11\ er and rt<; shore l:inds as 
tht• -.ctt rn ~ for ,1 \aricly o( nvcr­
IJ,1,t•d .1t tiv1t1e-., 

0 Pre.;er\'L' Mchcolosical, historical, 
.ind .,, 1p11t111c 1t~c; within the 

l1 01111d .11ie~, restore or stabili ze 
; truLl l re~ oi the C & 0 C.111al, 
.llld rr w.Her subi,t.rnlial sections 
vi till' o ld tcln.11 bed 

U lnlt'1p11·t tlw rivf'r ''> c>co lo~y .ind 
h1-1or-, 1h1ouqh C'<h1b1ls, dcmun­
.;tr,1t1n1v;, ;ind t.1lks, g1vrn~ 

P• llh.111.H JllentiCJn to bru,1d 
I'll\ Ill lll lllt'lll,11 t0f) IC$, 

D {)p\ l'lop thl' National Ri\'cr 1 >r a 
'' 1clf' \ .11 1t'I)' ol n•c rt•a11oncll 11«1'. 
\ numiwr ot rwn fi e ('\,Jmpl(•, 

' .111 I 11• ,.,., t ' ll .1 .. tu ho\\ th1~ 1.iller 
Ph11, 11• , .. \1111ld hr pur~ut>d · 

1 IH' fl\ l" ' ~I .Il k \\',llC I rc•dc.IH•-. 
'' .. uld Iii t11lh dr, Pln 1wd 1<11 ''' 1m­
m111g l111.11int:. t'1~ hing, .ind .1!1wr 
\\,ll l 'I ! 1•11i1•11•d ,ll l1 \'il11•-. 

'• 
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Free-flowing reaches, such as 
those downstream from Seneca, 
would be managed for canoeing, 
fis~ing, and related activities. 

The river's islands would be main­
tained in either a natural or agri­
cultural condition for hunting, pri­
mitive camping, and nature study. 

The Paw Paw Bends region would 
be reserved for primitive, back .. 
country use. 

Hunting would be an appropriate 
use wherever consistent with public 
safety and perpetuation of the wild­
life and managed in cooperation 
with the States. 

A route along the Virginia shore 
would be designated for the pro­
posed Potomac Heritage Trail (the 
C & 0 Canal towpath would be 
a part of this trail on the Maryland 
side, and a similar trail system would 
be developed along the West Vi rglnia 
shore). 

Provision would be made for cer­
tain private uses within the boun­
daries which are compatible with 
the primary objectives of the National 
River. This recognizes that man has 
been a part of the river scene for 
hundreds of years and that his en· 
terprise5 can, in the right circum­
stances, harmonize with the river­
scape and add considerably to the 
visitor's comfort and enjoyment. The 
wise location of developments and 
good site planning can spare the 
river's edge and preserve important 
scenic, historical, and recreational 
places. Munic;ipalities and indus~ 
tries would have the right of .iccess 
lo the river for water and other 
utility service under arrangements 
which would assure the protection 
ot aesthetic, natural, and l11Storical 
values. The National River proposal, 
in -;hort, is a tangible expr<.1 ,sion of 
the conviction that con~ervdiion and 
wholesome etonomic Jnd '.>Oci;1l 
gro\vth ~re not incomp~1lihle but 
r11ther ar<~ interdependent .-ind mu­
tu.llly beneficial. 

I 
I 

DEVELOPMENT I 
The proposed Potomac National 

River would embrace 68;200 acres 
of land between Washington, O.C, I 
and Cumbt~rland, Maryland. About 
11,000 acres are already publicly 
owned: 5,000 in the C & 0 Canal, 
3,500 acres in other Federal land, 1· 
and the rest in State, country, and 
municipal lands. Some 15,000 acres 
of water surface are mostly under 1. 
the jurisdiction of Maryland. 

The boundaries have been drawn 
to create a "green sheath" of vary-
ing width along the main stem of I 
the river. Except for enlargements at 
intervals to accommodate develop­
ment or to insure the preservation 

1 of vital natural or historical features, : 
the park would vary in width ac­
cording Lo topogr.1phy but average 
about 600 feet on each side of the I 
Potomac. Nearly half this acreage 
is flood plain, but much high 
ground, visible from the river or 
useful for recreation, is also included' 
Some 15,000 acres of land within 
the boundaries are included to 
forestall· adverse developments whic­
would seriously compromise the 
scenery, historic sites, or recreationa 
opportunities along the river. For 
these lands, scenic easements are I 
all that are needed to insure pro­
tection of the environment. 

On the Virginia side of the river 
from the Capital Beltway (1-495) I 
to Harpers Ferry, the exterior boun­
dary ;~, drawn to accommodate the 
authorized extension of the Georg~ 
Washington Memorial Parkway and II 
the propo~ed GPorge Washington 
Country PJrkw.iy. In West Virginia 
from ~I Mp er~ f t'rry to Opequon I 
Creek. the boundary would accom 
modatc-:- ttw prorosed Allegheny 
Parkw:tv. (,\\mt of this land would 
be covt:rt.:d only by scenic easement' 
If Cnngres~ ,uithnrize5 the parkw;iys 
rights-of-way would have to be 
purchJscd.} 

I 



I 
I 
I 7 ht> C c\ 0 C.111.tl, .i~ a h1~tonr.1/ l1'il(llH' o/ tilt• :'IJ,1/1111!.1/ R/\ 1•1, w1111/t! llf• 1t•1V,l!P1l'd 

/or .1 111uc'1 g1e,lt"r porllon 111 ii' /p11gll1 ,111d 11. \/l!H 1!111•, rP/i,1/)1/itatr-d 



The National R1\Cr would contain 
lhc nld (hcsape:-ke and Ohio Canill 
f rorn lhc District line to CumbN-
1.ind. One of the fir~t orders of 
buc;1npc;., if th•· National River is 
authorized 1,vould be lo restore his· 
tonc:al ca:1al structure; and rewater 
1he canal from Spring Gap through 
Paw Paw Tunnel, from Darn 4 to 
Dam 3, and from the Potomac 
(lcctric Power Comp;.iny plant at 
D1cki.:r ... cm to V1nlct< l.nck, the bc­
ginnin~ of the t.!'ISling restoration. 
rl1i rcwal!•ring wtll ,1Jd n2 miles of 
brimful canal to the present total 
or '.!O miles. Candi l.),1m> 2, 3 .• md 
f> would be rebuilt to re create or 
improve slack v.ater reaches near 
Scnc1 a. Harper' Ferry, and Great 
C.1r;'lpon. 

l h1 ma!tter pl.10 providcc; for 
omc 57 developcd areas alonh 

the river, many of them small • nd 
intended only for daytime use, a 
dn2Pn or so 01 considerably l:ugcr 
acrc·ai;c and \\ ith exten'itVl' fac1li11rs. 
f!tn:;e widPnings of Nationt1l River 
lilncfs V.'ould accurnmudatc faiily 
l"igc numlwr" of pcoplC' tor a varif•ty 
of rC'creat1onal acth 1ties urider. the 
bc~l pnss1blc t ond11101h for visitor 
Pnjo) ment 

Gn;.ll L1lls \',h• c rmghty c.1:.u.11 t 

.ue 1me oi the grf'at VIE'\'. along 
the me:, \.vould be the mt1 11 dov. :i­
'l r<.,1111 • tew,l\ 1<1 lhe t'ation;ii Rt\er 
1 • v. ou Id be :1:.111ag<'d :nu ., as It 

1 now, except that intcrrrC'tive 
ac1iv11ies \\Ould be expanded to 
deal with the cnti1c river. 

Scncc.1 Rreaks, several miles up 
from Great ralls, is probably the 
single most unport.mt undt•vPJop~d 
stretch of the Im' er ri'ter. Upstream 
from the ieedcr d;im, the placiJ 
water and ~v,.r.-il islands make it a 
good place> for fishing, boating, :ind 
water ~ports; dowmtrcam is c1 (,1~t­
watcr strctd1 1de,ll for canoeing. 
ThNe are <;ome 1,500 acres of un­
dc\ clopl•d land along both sides of 
the river, embracing supNh fori'~b, 
vistas, .rnd the onlv navigable part 
of George Washington's Potowmac:k 
Cannl Among the facilities here 
would be .rn environmental educa­
llon ccntr-r, picnicking sites, <ind 
s vimr 1lng ar as. ror people livmg 
in north"' n V1rgini.1, Seneca A1caks 
would be an Important acccSs point. 

1 he Goose Ci eek-Edward~ Fr•rry 
arcJ .. , ould be one of the major 
rP.crr.1tional places ,1long the lower 
riv~r . I lie 64U 1• •c ere, a rni ture 
of l11gh groun11 ll<ir rl plain, and 
iorcst. \\ ould l ( ul ior a in.irini\, 
..,,\ irnming camping. ilnd ac.sorted 
da~·USC. 

1 he junction of the Monocacy 
with the Potom;ic is .mother :;pacious 
ilrca fo1 l.irr,e ·.c.1lr., high-density 
rec1cation,1I cfovclopmcnt. Here is 
the can.ii' longest aqueduct and 
some 1,000 acres of flat land which, 
\\1th 1111.igm.ill\ c hrndscapc design, 
1 .m lw turned into a plc.1s.1nt and 
lbClt1I re c·ea11onnl complex, with 
inll'CfHCli\:C foctlitics, 51,1blf'S, bri<ffe 
p;1th~ campsite~ marin.1s, and hiking 
trail5. 

llng fedNal parks--H.u­
·~at1011al H1;toncal P.irk, 

•hr <h'n' ~tic 1tmct1nn 
Pl 1 Jnd 5hen,induuh 
1 \lt1t11111 I B 11tlr "1rl I 
or ,1 b'ood\ and dectsr. c 

( 1111 \\OUld ad 
oir• 
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\\ I••;. Ford 

t t' •, ',.,,; tt.! bo;lt1ng ,~.·1 m1•1r.. .~1:.•n' 

J ~ r: ;, •·t; J 1d ufh r p<r>i1 l 

•· h rl1 th• "~.a' ( 11.a. "'n·r \\ "'''! r~t:*'r lr.t 

1• ,,.: 111 , •! .. [ .. • •:r)/l!I' .,,. \~1t, h111r r.trm.I• 

p.a. t .tr1r • • r ,., Jh' };:,,~\. hr r1umhe-r. 

\fo,l '""' 1 1/1 .uuJ}<.J ,, J~ at• 1tfr•."11ff1(-<I b~ 
·i.tnw w·fr. ~·.liil• !>}t11h11:~ i./,n" .i i-iu.un•1 QJ 

ho.11 /"" h 1 • 11if"1•' J'- •• r/ m:~, ire: · u· ~m 

NORTH BR"NCH 

lO'A ll 
Crnl, 

•• 
16 
SOUTH 

BRANCH 

PENNSYLVANIA 

I 

ROljNDTOP Hill 

I 
13 

GREAT CACAPON 14 
• / 
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I r erry stradcilcs the National River 
proposal. pre$erving imporlant flank-

1 ing ridges. Potomac \Va~5idc, 'lOO 
acre:~ of open land downstream, 
would both se1v'! camping and day-
u~( necdc. of visito1:. to lfarper5 Ferry 

I and protect an important scenic 
backdrop o( the old town. Up>trc.m1, 
ron Dun1'.ln ofierc. more! day-uc;e 

I 
and 1.unp1ng focrlitil•s .111d .1 fine 
'.'iew back 10\\ard 1 larpcrs Fcrrv. At 
Anl!Pl.trn Creek. a finger 01 land, with 
.1 lrJil, woulrl re>ach up the creek to 

I the l.M1tfct1cld. N<'ar the aqueduct is 
AntiPt,1m r11rnace1 which made c..in­
nonlJalls for George Washington's 
R<'\ olt1t1ona"· Armv, .ind som\? 75 

I acre:. 01 tlat, open. land well suited 
for da~ -u .~. 

On three gre.11 looping bends of 

I 
!he river-Terr.1pin Nct.:k, Whitings 
1 'eek, Pr,1cthcr:- Neck-and at th'.! 
m(lulli ul Sou:h Branch arc many 
opportun11i1·s tor .1 high order of 

I rcue,1tiun al.tivities. Terrapin Neck's 
850 :in('r. would he a valuable natural 
prcscf\e. t \'\lhitings Neck, the 

l
l.11gi>st ut 1lw \\'P!>t Virginia bend~, the 
r1\•er beconws slack water, backed up 
hv f),1m •I S\\ 1111111ing, hr;iating, 
campins :1ncl ;i variety of day-u<.P. 

1
,1(11\'iltcs tHC CllllOClltly suitable nerC. 
As \\ith Tcrr,1pin Neck, th~ bend is 
wroninl<'ndPcl tlH St.1te nr local park 
dcvefopmt'nt, if those jut isdictions 

l <H<' intcrc.;tcc.l. It would alc;o c;crvc 
as a maj(Jr <le\ elopmenl s1tc> for the 
propu)cd \llcgheny Parkway. 

Practhers Neck, some 700 acres in 

l extent, h.1 · pcrhars the Liest polen­
t1al for p;irk ll~" ot any site on tht> 
uppt.'r 11H•r, t'-pc •ally if developed 

l in conjunction ·''1lh ;111 interlocking 
\V.,~t V11g1111J bend, ,1c<.c)sible trom 
I-Ill. Thi 11,·rr lw1e1 ,1., .11 \\'hiti:ig~ 

Nt ck. c;lack thP land has adequatf' 

I Pl1>·:.11io11, ,111d nnP of the 1110~1 inti~1 
cstrng ~ection of •he C & 0 C:anal 
p.i<.~ • ., nP,1rh\ \ \o.,t devr•f•Jpmcnl 

I
\\ {JI d(f ,,, .. ()I 1 ! f IMH I <.icf P (I) I llf' 

lJnJI k \ ing th•· rest for t .111, Hll 
\\ H-in ampm•. 

Rnl mJt1 p ! .. upm,r•• from Fo 
I Tun 1!1 ,.,. v <;1 P nk, nft rs c•n 

the finest \ icY.s along the Pntire 
river; nearby is suitable land tor a 
,..,·ide rJnge of recreational .ictivilics. 
A tr,1mway is recommended ;is the 
means of arces'i up !>tc1·p Roundtop. 
Hunting would bP. an important u~e 
nearh\, .llong with c.imp111g hiking 
and picnicking. 

The I lulcd Ruck' arr.11 adds high, 
sci:~nic ground :md 1he lo\'. er mile 
and J hJlf of the bc,1utiful Cacapon. 
Farther up thP Pntomar: the Qld 
r:;inal dam would be rcconstruc-ted 
to add anothror slack \\Jtcr 1c,1d1 
for bo.1ting and fishing. Though 
space i~ limited, then.! 1~ enough 
room for a marina and limi:<'d camp· 
ing on the We.st Virg1111a shore. 

Paw Paw Bends, ,1 h11gP, rugged, 
forested area, penetrated only by 
a railroad, a few rfirt ro:idc; and the 
r.rnal, \\ oulc.J be tlw pnmiuve 
section of the ~ation;il RiH·r. It 
would I.Jc 111annged 1or badH .. ountry 
activitics-huntins, t:.1111ping, ,inc.I 
similar acli111tics dependent on a 
degree: oi isolation. Most '1~1tor fa­
cd1t1cs would be centered near the 
town of P:iw P.1w. 

The ~outh Branch rnnfluPncc .1dd .. 
lo the Ni1tion,1I River <umc ~.JOO 
acr·~c; oi the hc~t p,1storal country­
side in the t•.1slern United States. 
Any public: development here would 
be c;,1rricd out on ridgcland anrl 
to rested uplanc.J a:c,\~ to a\ 01d mar­
ring this rural lanci~rarr su.~s fo1 
boat accco;s, c;,1mping, and interpre­
tation of n:itural history would be 
of a :;im1l.11 unobtru<ive nat111c. 

ThC' upc;:rf'am gateway to tlv• Na­
twnal R1\ er \\ ould he t "·forth 
Rr<inch, a :.1tc th.Jt 111dudL"s the fast 
litt lod: on the old 1 .rnal .111d the 
f.i.,t ;i1;,11l,1blc land tor genf r 11 cecrc:­
ation befor<' 11·,11 hmg Cun lJl'rland. 
I he1e \\Ollie! be a maj11r \'"•tor 
crn't r <;0rnr c.Jmpin • nu l.< n~iclcr· 

ah1 cf,1~-u e heri' im'll th .11c,1, 

.1 n.rnrm 11b1Jrm ul f)r.llk nd \\OUld 
ton:inu<• on mt ti• · cit The: tov 
p llh I 1, 1dcnl ~cr ... n.; c a tr, 'I 
lt>.i<lin J ' rhf> (I ri r.111;, 1 IC I ll n l'.l 

c h , t ur ( umbcrlnncL 

Flowing smoothly hl'fe, the ri1.er winds 
Mound Whi11nss Neck. rh is pliln oronoses 
the neck as a maior tecrea11onal Jrea along 
the midtlle river. 

fort Duncan bend. on 1he /cfr, offers much 
c.aelul upcn spJcc .ind a rinc 1 rrw do\. n­
rivcr ((mard llarn1m ferry 
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I h" rnd; ;n /rl m•ar l<()lm c/tn p Hill is th· • 
lm1J 0 1 iica/oi:rcal fea •me th.it 11 '1uld /,,• 
in t l' •fJ,,.lt'd ;, ti 1• 'l•t11m. 1I RrH r 

I 1 

RESOURCE MANAGEMrNT 

1\ mJjor objective for the Park 
Ser\ ice wrlhin the , al1onJI River 
would be lo 1mu1c that thO!>C quali­
ties ot the 1'1nd and water which 
make 1t aur,1cli\ e for recreation are 
pcrpcluJtcd and not d1min1shcd. 

A "Yslem of l.1nd cl,1ssitic;ition is 
one way in which this objective 
would be pur>ucd. All the l..ind with­
in thP proposed National River falls 
into one of three genc r;il classes: 

Puhlrc-U~c. abou1 53,000 :icrcs, 
oi wluch about 11 ,000 acres Jrc 
:ilrr:icly publicly owned. This i5 l.rnd 
rPquired for public acce~o; and me, 
either no'' or in the future. It 
would be pun h.ised in fee simple. 
A substantial ,1mount, pcrh,1p-.. ;1buut 
one-fourth, tould probably he IE>ased 
back lo private interests tor such 
cnmpatrblc uses ac farmtng. 

Pr l''-Cr\ at ion, 2,700 arres. These 
land!>, esi;ential as scenery but gcn­
cr.1lly Luo steep for publit. u~e. 

'' ould be prot<'c~ed b~ ea-;ementc.. 
l'rrva tc De\ clopment, about 12,500 

acre~. The'-e Jre IC1nd~ on \\h1 d 1 
permanent control~ arc' needed to 
prevent incomp.1 tiblc> dP\ C'lopmt>nl 
uut where full owncr~hip is no t es­
sential to prr~<>rvatinn of ~C'C'nC'r v or 
public use ot the river. 

Thi, cla~sif1 cat1on 1 ~ meant onlv 
to indir,11e th<> generi11 ,ittitudC' ri 
the P,1rk Service towJrd the li1nd~ 

"1th111 the propo~a l Atlual u1u1si­
tion and dC'~1gnat1on ot spf•cific 
tr a ct ~ for umlrols or le..i -.e bMk 
\\otrld p roceed with grc.1t flex1brlity, 
and depend to a largC' extent on 
wh,1t could lie worked out i11 ne­
gotri1trons with ind1v1C.lual l..ind-
O\\ ncrs. 

Specifically, the management pro­
gram~ for the various tangible 
aspects ot lh<' Nationr1I River \\mild 
t,tk(• the follo" mg form: 

· fore~ t~ N;itural forest would be 
maint,1111c<l wrthin the bounclaric~ 
\\ ht'rC\C.'r agriculture is not present 
and \\hcrc,er compatible \\ilh 
1cne.11inn f,Kiliti<'s, and no programs 
lhat would conlrrbutc to cro~ion of 
rr"cr banks or other lands would be 
undcr1.1kcn. 

Wile/life ThP managcmrnt of wrlcl­
lric mtl11n the Natrona! River would 
be a joint St.1te-I ederal respon­
sibility, dcpendc>nt for its succec;s 
on do-.e cooperation. The Sta tC'S 
'' oulcl remain basically responsi­
ble tor rC'gulatini; hunting, while the 
Plrk 'ervice and the States togethc>r 
"nulcl ec th.it important habitat'> 
art> pC'r pctu,11cd, that private prop­
rrty '" rl'~pf'< tc>c:i. ,1nd th,1t hunting 
doe-; not jeopardize either publrC' 
!>.1f<>ty or 111terprd1\'e progrt1ms. 

\ V.i!N Bcrau.;e the qualit1 of 1c­
crca1ion along the ri'. er will be 
d11cLll) rcl.itcd lo the quality of its 
\\':tier-;, the National Rivc1 would be 

man.1Hed rn iull ~upport of State" .itf'r 
qualit) control !>t.indards, .1s ap­
proved by the Federal Government. 
l h C' JHC'vC'nt ion or abat<'mC'nt ot pnl 
lullo n .ind siltation \\ ould be an 
ol1]l'<l1\C' ol the fir-,t prroril)' undN 
P;irk i;prvicC' aclmi11istration. 

li~h Tho ugh the Poto111.1t fi~hl!ry 

\\ ntild r nnt .nu<' to be .1 St.it c re 
~rion s ibili1y, the Park Sc1vicf' would 
"t:cl... by 11~ progr,1ms, to perpetuate 
n.11ur.1I le,C'I, of ,1quat1C' Ide anc1 

LO rl '1rrcl rcCrC'.11100 arti\ itiec; ann 
tit:\ ell1pmcnls tn or near good 
fi~ liing .irl'.1~ Rc•w.1tererl .. ection~ of 
the C & 0 Canal would be particu­
l.11 ly u~efLrl for fi..,hing by children 

anJ the .1ged 
7 he ~11cs of other 1csou1ces­

SPnlog1< .11, .irdwologrcal, and h1'-o­
torical- would be c;un f'y('(t , protC'r­
ted . and in terpreted in plare and a .. 
p.11 t 1>f l,11 gt'I lfil'rne!> 
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I INTERPRETATION 

Because it embraces nearly an 
entire river valley, the National 

I River would present unparalleled 
opportunities for interpreting several 
broad themes of considerable signif­
icance: 

I 1. the river as an integrated 
whole, as an ecosystem; 

2. the National River as a 

I 
geologic and physiographic 
cross section of the Pied­
mont-Appalachian region, 
offering the possibility of 

I relating specific geologic 
sites to the broad sweep of 
geological history which 
molded the entire eastern 

I United States; 
3. the life forms of the 

Piedmont-Appalachian re-

l 
gion and their changing 
admixture from the 
Alleghenies to tidewater; 

4. the river as a natural route 

I for man, funneling com­
merce and migrations up the 
valley and making it a theater 
for a number of significant 

I events. 
The principal interpretive centers 

would be at Great Falls, which 

l
ould deal mostly with geology and 
story, Seneca Breaks (archeology, 
story, natural history, and con­

servation), McKee-Beshears Wildlife 

I 
I 
ii 
I 

rea (wildlife conservation and 
anagement), Balls Bluff (Civil War 

attle), Mason Woods (natural his-

tory), the Monocacy River confluence 
(site of the largest canal aqueduct), 
Point of Rocks (a view of the water­
gap and scene of the struggle be­
tween the railroad and canal over 
the right-of-way in their race west­
ward), Bakerton (site of an early 
iron mine), Antietam Creek (an 
important iron furnace and a major 
canal aqueduct), Packhorse Ford 
(early river ford and skirmish site 
after the battle of Antietam), Shep­
herdstown (where James Rumsey 
carried on his steamboat experi­
ments), Terrapin Neck and Whitings 
Neck (geological and ecological in­
terpretation), park headquarters at 
1-81, and Fort Frederick State Park 
(Colonial military history). 

Roundtop Hill, Fluted Rocks, and 
Indigo Bend offer dramatic views 
over the Potomac Valley. At Paw 
Paw, public interpretation of the 
canal tunnel and other historical and 
ecological subjects is in the planning 
stage, while at Oldtown, the char­
acter of this former Indian town 
and fronUer outpost can be effective­
ly interpreted. Interpretation at 
North Branch, as at Great Falls, 
would deal with broad themes about 
the entire river. 

Demonstrations, working models, 
and exhibits that involve the visitor 
would be notable features of the 
interpretive program for the Na-

. tional River. The canal would be 
rewatered (or as much of it as is 

feasible) so that barges could ply 
its upper waters again, as they do 
along the Georgetown section. Old 
mills, locks and other canal struc­
tures, ferries, early American stores 
and trading posts could be restored 
and a working model of the Rumsey 
steamboat reconstructed. A success­
ful example of this type of inter­
pretation is the militia drills of the 
French and Indian War period lield 
during the summer at Fort Frederick 
State Park. 

Of all the interpretive activities 
along the National River, none would 
be more important than a program 
for environmental education, de­
signed to foster an awareness of the 
n·atural processes at work along the 
river and within its watershed and of 
man's relationship with them. This 
program would work closely with 
nearby school systems, conservation 
groups, and others interested in 
learning more about the ecology of 
the Potomac. One potential site for 
the program is at Seneca Breaks; 
others would be designated after 
detailed field study. 

VISITOR SERVICES 

The Park Service would provide 
only those facilities and services 
directly related to public use of the 
National River: access roads, parking, 
trails, primitive campsites, boat 
launching points, and picnic grounds. 

. rood service and lodging, including 



lh(: more highlv developed camping 
facilities \.VOuld be provided by pri­
Vil te busine.,ses, either inside the Na­
tional River or outside, thus helping 
to prescr. e the riverscape and aiding 
local bu.,rnPs~ in nearby towns. 

Some services would be provided 
b) conces~roners inc:idC' the 'ational 
Rr\cr: stablesr boat rentals, camp­
s1!cs, and m.irinas arc examples. 
BeLau~e the National River would 

hC' used by manv long-dis1ance 
hikers, bicyclists, and Lan0eists, spe­
d.11 lacili trc'- ''ill be needed for these 
travelers Sttt.?s would be ~trat<'gical­
ly located so that their users would 
not be forced to compete with 
;w1omobrle ca mpers for space. 

Group camp facililics would serve 
m.lnv organi..:ations from nearby 
urb;rn area'\. This ma~ter plan con­
template~ a variety or such <.amps, 
ranging from those with dormitories 
and dining halls to simple camr­
iire units ror Scout troops and nature­
~tudy organizJtions. 

The Potomac should once again 
become usC'ful for swimming. ll is 
e pected that the water ciualily con­
trol measures in force or under con­
sideration will make the Potomac 
suitable (or this activity by 1972. 
Though siltatron, debris, and spot 
pollution will continue to be prob­
lems for some time, the Park Service 
would seek Lo make as much of the 
rr\'er as possible sate for ~\vimming. 
Most of the swimming areas desig-
n 1tcd 111 this plan arc in c;ki('k water 
c;11 e>tches. 

CHAR,\CTER Of- DH'l:.LOPMENT 

Rut the ~a·im~.i! Ri\ier ,, rntended 
tu <.k• !'!CHI' th.in 1ir<.•:.cr .e ·h·· 111< !11 

.,tern 01 tlw l'.:JtomJ{ .incl to ~a!r'>t', 
urgent ncCd5 1or recr<'ai1un space 

in J densely urbJn region. IL should 
also become a model of good ri\ er 
c.onservatron for lhc cntrr~ cou11l1y. 
All dcvelopmi>nt would C:1r v , 
rtouhle hurden. building~, _ ign<;, 
roads must not only ~crve thcrr 
pu1po~c well but ~it arpropriat<'IV 
on the IJnd blending and never 
dominating. \\'here <.tru<.tures c.m­
nol be hrclden, their dC'~igm should 
be oi such e-.;ccllence that they are 
h.tnchome and pleasing Jdd1t1ons to 
!ht" ri\'er~cJpP 1 L11her than disturbing 
intrusions. Residential, commercial, 
Jnd industrial de•. elopmcnts within 
the boundarie<. <;houlcl meet thcsP. 
same standards. 1 he legal tool most 
..ipproprrc.1lc lo the ~1lLt.1lion (among 
the -;everal av.1ilable arc limi ted de­
velopment casemenb, lea~e-back 

<irrangcmcnls, .ind ~ell-back agree­
me>nt-;} would lw u<;cd to control the 
location, demily, and height of 
building~, rcr(rntagc oi of)en !;ind, 
and preser. a1ion 01 the l.rndscape. A 
dcLent re~p( ll ior tlu.: environml:'lll 
on the p.irl of tlw N.1tion,1I River 
could not help but inrluence events 
out~rde, bend1t111g nol uni} tit..: river 
itwlf hut tlw v. ho!e region. 

l\Dl\11 1JSTR1\ I lON 

l'.trk heJUl)lJ..11teh would be lo­
catl.!J al the 1-81 cros~ing of the 
Potomac, near \\'11Jiamc;port, Mary­
land. Dilllrkt h<."adqu.irtcrs would 
be· located .\I (;omc Crrek-fd\\ ill d.; 
rcrrv, Darg.1n Bend, Whitings Neck, 

ml PJ\\ Paw. 
Because the 11\cr it~cll \'.rould 

remain under <:;ro!le Jlll 1 .diction and 
State lawc; \\'Oulrl rcgul.llc hunting 
Lmd rrshing, conrmfl'nt polio JU" 
cl1< l1nn •.vould h1 ought v.ilhin thr> 
:-O.lt1on<1I Rr\·er. 
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l he· Department of the Interior the 
~.Hion '<; rrinc1p.1I n.ltural rec;ourcP 
.ige11t~ has J special obligdliun to 
.:issure that our expencJ.ible rcsoLJrcc~ 
arc Lonservcd, thal our renewable rc­
~ourcc!- are managed Lo produce opti­
mum benefits, and that all resources 
cn11tribute Lo the progress and pros-
1w11t\ ul the Unrlcd )t,1te~, now and in 

the iuturc. 
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Potomac Valley Park Description 

Potomac Valley Park would extend from just south· of Chain Bridge, in 

the northern suburban environs of Washington, 190 river-miles.upstream 
• 

on both sides of the Potoma~ to a point I}ear the western Mayland town of 

Cumberland. The backbone of this park would 'be the river; the most 
. . 

important feature on the Maryland side, one that infuses its surro\Dldings 

with an historic character and a scenic r~source, will be the Chesapeake 

and Ohio Canal; and on both banks -would be preserved the slopes and fields 

· that provide the setting for ~e main stem of the Potanac, and those areas · 

that will acconmodate the visitor. Within the park, a descriptien of 

which follows, the following general policies of acquisition would apply: 

1. Both riverbanks, throughout the park, l«>Uld be acquired and·· 

held in fee.· 

2. All islands. 

3. All land that is required for public access and use or for 

administrative purposes would be acquired and held in fee. 

4. Areas in which features of outstanding natural, historic, or 

recreational significance a~e to be preserved would lie a<;quired and held 

·in fee. 

S. Th~ remaining areas, not needed in full government control to 

accanplish the park's objectives, would be subject to fee pur~e with 
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the subsequent lease-back or sell back of partial ~ights or the issuance 

of use pcmits; the acquisition of appropriate easements only; or other 

feasible means of controlling the scene. ' . 

Although only the areas of major development and recreation will be 

described below, facilities and opportunities,. such as boat lalD1.ch1:ng 

sites, canoe camps,· and access would be provided to a lesser ~egree all 

along the river,, and especially in connection with the Canal. 

. A Potomac Heri~age Trail would traverse the l~ngth of the_ park, extending 

south thr~ugh Was~ngton and ~n. to the .. mouth of the Pot~ac estuary, and 
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PRESENT. AND.FUTURE.POPULATION SERVED BY THE 

PROPOSED POTOMAC VALLEY PARK ~ ..... · Area and Use Zone Population in Thousands 

Day Use (25-50 miles) 

Washington Metropolitan Area (SMSA) 
Baltimore Metropolitan Area (SMSA) 
Piedmont (excluding Wash. and Balt •. ) 
{SMSA-) (Whites Ferry 'to Harpers ·Ferry) 
Great Valley (Harpers Ferry to Hancock) 
Appalachians (Hancock to Cumerland) • 

Weekend and "Long Day" Use (50-100 miles) 

Pennsylvania Met.ropolitan Areas (S~SA' 5) 

Altoona 
Harrisburg. 
Johnstown 
Lancaster 
Yo-rk 

. Pittsburgh . · · · · ., . 

~..:.,·Wilmington pelaware Mett;opolitan Area (SMSA)'. 

Grand Total 

(Estimated) 

1965 1985 

!!111 ill'-

2,407 .. 3,370 
1,826 2,335 

. 175 243 
298 311 
271 346 

4,142 4,538 

. 3,684 ~.009 . 

137 137 
345 398 
281 281 
278 322 
238 274 

2,405 2,597 

4_Cj8 :529 

9,119 11,143 

Source: Adopted from "Economic Base Survey of the Potomac River 
Service Area~ prepared by U.S. Department of Commerce, Office· of 
Busi.1ess Economics, for the Corps of Engineers, 1961 and U.S. 
Census estimates and projections. 
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30 

2010 

9300 

5,000 
3,092 

373 
374 
461 

5,203 

!J.498 

154 
41•6 
315 
361 

' 307 
2,915 

.. .7.05 
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