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Joseph A. Locke., Esq. 
15 State Street 
Boston., Massachusetts 

1ERAL POBLIC :a:ousnm AUl'HORITY 
Region I 

24 Sohool Street 
.Boston 8,_ Massaohusetts 

July- 23; 1945 

In reply please. refer to 
R-:r; UAR ;Mass :;;-1905 2 

In y-our recent telephone conversation with J.a~rence M. Ring of this off'ioe,. you askad 
that we 'writ-a you a lette:r summarizing the negotiations for the disposal of the A,bigail 
Adams House, nOVI fornm.g; part of our War Housing Project WElSSAGUSETT H!LL (Mass-19062.),, 
North We;ymouth"' 

Our first record shows that the proposed projeot· site wa..s inspected by our P:r<>,ject 
.Planning Department in the spring of 1941, and a ?"eoomme.ndation made to ma May 21:,; 
1941 that the structure in question be turned over -to the Town of Weymouth and that 
the remaining buildings be deID9lished.. 

Our representatives met with members of' the Board of Selectmen and of the Weymouth 
Historical Society in July and August 1941.. The-se discussioncs were tentative as there 
was s·till .a. possibility that the pro.ject would not be built •. 

The project was oonstruoted the f'ollo1-v.i. ng stnnmer# after which negotiations were reopened 
lea,Ung to t~e deois,ion of the Board of Selectmen on August 23,, 1943, to decline to ac ... 
capt the prope~ty on any basiS',., During thi-s- period we wEJre also advised by the Wej'llloutp 
Histori"<::tll-l Society ths.t the 80.ciety he.d no fund-s for the :t-ecm1Struction and inaintenanee 
of the bt.rildin~i,~d would- lJa. 1,n,1a~le to participate in His preser'1'e.tion. 'qi_ 

Be-fore proceeding with th~ demolition of the b.lilding, we checked again vtl th persons who 
might be interested in pre,S.e,rvihg it as an historic shrine and were• put in contact with 
The Society for the Preser:yation of New England Antiquities.. Mr. Philip w. Bourne of 
this off'iee h-eld v,a.rioua oq~versiations with Mr .. William s. Appleton,, President of' that 
Society, which talks- led t9. Mr. Ri:ug1 s di sou ssion with you in the spring; cit' 1944 concern ... 
ing the language of a deed by whioh the premises might- be conveyed by the Government to 
!J:;he ,Society. I'fe were prepared to tr~ns.fer t.lie building itself for a nominal oonsidera­
tiori,, provided it would be put in a safe and p~esente.ble conaiti on,, end so maintained"' 
wbi:1.e operated by the Society direotly or through tenants, as a place of' historical 
interest. Lot lines were surveyed allowing for a 15-f'oot frontage on Bridge Street and 
a depth of 70 'reet. Our apprais-al of the land shows a value of· $1500. Upon a transfer 
'of: the land., we .multi be obliged. to secure sub,stantiS.lly that sum both hecaus,e of our 
own fegula:tions and those of the Surplus Property Board., In view of ths cost of t;he 
land and the policy of" the Society or talciog only a fee simple: interest in sites of 
historical ,shrines,, lfr. Ring suggeste,d that your Sooiety oousid,er the aooeptanoe of the 
struo,ture for a nominal consideration and its removal to another location.. In this last 
oo-nneotion. y~u·:m•ll re-call that the original Adams House stood in the Weymouth Heig4ts 
section and, ·that' the portion of the House which we are discussing was mcved to the 
Br~dge Street location some time after the death of Abigail Adams,. 

.... ------
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!his matter., has eome to a head again because. of the _neeess.i'tir for rather immediate 
ao.tion lo,oking ei tqer to. the removal, reconstruction or d·emoli"tion' of the huilding. 
As you kno:w,. the ·Hous-e has not bean in a. reasonable state o:r repair for some time..-
·we have bean unable, to· reopen it for oocup~n-oy a$ our :nunimu.n1 wa:r-housing. stt1mdard:e 
W()uld requ iro r'-$pla.oement of support1.ng .members•- ren o-0rlng~ r€1 plastering,, installa.• 
tion or a plumbing system~ extension of electric wiring,. and quite, extensive remodel­
ing,., redeoor·ation. and intorlox- end exterior pe.1nting. We also find o·onsiderable 

· dif'fioulty· in protecting the House white it is unoo·cupied .. 

In view of' the -eutira situ.o.tion .• we would o.sk that you give the matter final consider­
at.ion and let .us kn-ow nt your very earliest convenience what action the Societ;;,· f1a-els 
it cl.an· take., ,1f!<!J will,-. of course,., give you our full cooperation and t:rust the.t through 
our oombine-d e.ffort.s the <l:isposition of the structure will be properly and speedily 
effected~ 

Sincerely yoursr 

( Sgd .. ) Sumner K.. Wiley 

Dire otor ~- Hegi on I 

-----
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Joseph A• Looke • Esq. 
15 Ste.ta Street 
Bo.s ton, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr-. Locket 

FEDERAL PUBLIC HOUS.IlJG AOTHO!UTY 

Region ! 
. 2.4 School stre•et 

Boston 8 • '.Massaohusett~ 

$:eptember 7 ~ 1945 

ln reply pleas.a refer to 
R-I.: I.MR: 'Mass ... 19052 

The condition· of the Abigail Adams House a.t 1t'V:ESSAGUSETT RILL (l!l.a.ss-
19052)~ North Weymouth, r,equires that we bring to a hoad the negotia­
tions for its rentoval., 

Our letter to you of July 23 7 1945.,, _,,outl hies the situation in fairly 
full detail. ~Ve .must ask you to review the rna·tter a.gain at this time 
and to let us ha.ve the decision of the Society f'or the Preservation of 
New England .. Antiquities during the coming \vee:k. If you are no longer 
interested in e.cquirittg the st1-uoture,. we will expect to proceed with 
its demolition right a~er the middle of the month. 

s/ Sumner R. Wiley 

Director,, Region I 
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SOCIETY.FOR. THE. PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES, INC • ., 1910 
Harrison Gray Otis Houae 

141 Ce.mbri.dge: Street,, Boston l4f' Massaoht1set-ts 

Superintendent. l?.omld.s: 
:Morristown National Historic, Site 
Morris:towri, New Jersey 

Dear Superintendent 

'Miat o.nn you tell me· concerning the follc-,tl;p.g proposition: It so happens that 
th.e Federal Publie Hou.sing Authority owns ~ setup of some kind down at North Weymouth._ 
if I remember the looa.tion correctly. This, Authority is in the charge of' Mr .. Sumner 
K. -Wiley,_ Reg'ional Director, R.egion I* 24 School Street 1 Boston s., and. the vrhole .matte;}r 
appears in their records as file' ],o. R•I;l:MR;Mass-.... 19052. It happens that this pro.jeot 
of theirs numbers among its buildings a small s:bory and a. half l>ambrel roof cotta@e,. 
which was the birthplace of Abigail Smith. le..tar :Mrs .. John Ade.ms.., She was, of course. 
a. very .f~o:u:s wo~i\~d as Abigail Adams•· end :mistress of' the 'White House, esfaa.blished 
her reputation as omF•'of the most satisfactory ladies of' the White House we have ev,Jr­
had, .. a brilliant· woman in .fact.. Although only the daughter of a country olat"gyman. 
she held :her own in .all the ,circl~s to which he:r husband ts wide spreed intore:-sts and 
public <,e..reor f;Jtlled hirn.. The cottage vr:as 11'.0v-ed from its original site of' pe:rhapi; a 
mile away many yoars a.go., and no-w lacks its cl_limney., It isntt anythine much to· look 
at., but neverth.elessit is the birthplace ·of Abig!'iil Smith Adams.. The Hous.ing Project 
plans disp,osing of the building~ and has of'fered it to our Socie·ty,. should wota.nt 1.t, 
but it is: for removal from the present site_. unless we ohoose to buy the si ta for 
$1500, which we don't choo:se to do. 

Should we' accept the .off'er of the house we would have to take it down for trans.­
portation., end re-erection at some other point~ .and we have only two places where it 
w.oui-d be ,in any way appropriate,. The first of these is in Quincy$ where we h~ve land 
enough in oonne,ction with. the Colonel Josiah Quinoy House· to hold: this cottage_. too .• 
but her.e ·we haven't so much a.s one red cent available to meet the costs. On the 
other hand in the town of Norwel 1.,.. pe,rhaps twenty miles a.way,.. we have not only plenty 
of' land,. but also money enough to finano e the demolition and transportation of the 
building,. and perhe;ps to make. a beginning of again setting up the hou;se .• , However, 
Abigail Smith Adams bad nothing to do with 1-for,vell,_. where-e:s the Adams· family vta.s or­
coursEJ, the great f'amily of Quincy.. However. if' worse comes to wrost we shall accept 
the gift of the house, transporting the timbers to Norwell.- It ooours t-o me~ howovet,.­
that there a.re three other possibilities which should first of' all be exhausted. In 
the f'irs.t place-,, since 1 t belongs now to the Federal Government is there any f,-ssential 
ne,oessity for the government. to give it up? In other words. 1Yhy oan•t this building 
be transferred to the Interior Department fbr auoh future use as that Department may 
deoid-o· t·o. be best,, doubtless in the hands of' vfuatever bureau has. charge of the National 
Historic Sites 7 . or w-bich this would seem to me to be decidedly 000-. 

Another pos.sibiLify which I propose taking up irm:nediately,, is to interest the 
.Adams fmnily~ through. Mr., Charles Francis. Adams, in order to find out whether or not 
they would take the sli.ghi;e-at i:ntere·st in securing tho. house for r<a-•erection on tha 
lot- of land in connection. '\!11.th the Adams i:n811sio.u at Quiney... It would seem to be most 

• app:ropriatQ there, l:rµ.t the Adams family wishes,, I believe,,. to get rid. of what they­
have,, rather than to add to it., 

A third pQssibili ty i.s that the Society of Colonial Drones might wish to seoure 
this house f-or re-erection--· on their awn grounds in Quincy, beside the Dorothy IJQ" 
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Housel A possible eamplioation there, is the fact that they have that site and 
wilding thr·ough some_ a,rrruigement with the 1~tropolitan Park: Conmisiion_. so that 
there :mi.ght be a _great. deal of red tape to be gone 'through,. end :mueh time ·to be 
lost bet'ora• mything oould be dona. Ii!ni).losed you are being s ont a o,opy of two 
letters ,ent ,our attorney Mr •. too~e, which are being sent to you sine,e they throw 
a. little· l~gnt on the situation. I tried. to got you. on. the teloph;one yesterday 
in order to s:ave _ time 11 ru.t foum you were away #i and trust you will ba back t&i.an 
thi.$ reaches you by air mail. Hopking you oen think up soroa means for s:aving the 
house-. ! r~ain, 

Cordially yours_, 

(Sgd.) w. Sumner Appleton 

C,o:rrespondibg Secretary 

• P. s. · I forgot to mention that on Monday Mr •. F. c. Brown and I go with Mr-. Boi.irne 
of the Housing Authority,. and, our own superintendent of construction and his assistant 
to North ifeyinoµth in order to see the house-. I shal 1 make up my mind on the strength 
of' their findings as to whether· or not we are willing to offer to take the house.,._ in 
o.a,se no better solution is found~ but hope you ,»ill be able to think up something 
much better yourself., 

-----·-· 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

MORRISTOWN. NEW JERSEY 

Attacll:ed. ar-:e ·eo,p,ie s of letters seint w me by Mr-., 11. Sunmer Appleton_ of 
tho ·Soci-<'ty for- the .Pt(eSOM'A'ticn <>f" Now England An:t.iq1.1i tie,a retarding th$ 
l:lirthplaee o.r· Abigail Ada-ina.., 

. . . 
In w:u1wer~11g Mr • .Appleton .I wrote:, "A:s, long .a-s t.iae. house has been re• 

:moved ft"om its original Id t-e, I 0$tl. se-e no raacs-on why it sb.ol;\ld not- be, tfteve:-d 
again.. mtt-r -all. ~nney · WASiilt't. • ~s .• , Ad.8!1l6 " birthplu,e, ei titer so. wader . i':h-e: 
-cir.cu&:rtanoe.:a -why would not the -s:a..villg of the, house at Norwell d,0, just as •ll?• 

Sati,u-d.xy Mer.~ .Applii1ton teleph.onad: aibmit. th.-e house.. lie a:tate.'Ci. that the 
..Aid~,s had tume-d d,own: his· st:i\g•gQtti ~ that tlle, houae ba pla~«i Q.tt the gcoitnds, 
e-f the,· Ad.axn,11. }!QD;.:s,i()n at Qtairu11y.. l told him. tb..at !:rankly l th.our.ht :t.t 'M::luld be, 
,a ~sta.ke:". anti ~t it w-e.s 'be:tte.~ f,or th~ So.oiei:.y to e;a-ve 'the- h.wa·e ~y remov·­
ing it- t:C:>. !I~rwe:11. Rowe1rer--yeu- bow how ihiard it. is ·b~ e.xpln,in to pecple tl-1~t 
the Ftde·Nl-1 Oov-~nune.n-t ;la not a. stnr;le 0l!lc"ti ,t;y-. .Mr •. App.l.fl'tott oann:et und$-rsh'Ul.d 
why i.f t.bft h~use is- d r;eady 111 f-eae.ru btu1d•s it •s.ho-uld, not be, ga. v--en t-o us, fCH'" 

-adz.nil!l.i.&tr.ati-o.n and indieat.ed tha,t .ha .migb't te:lephcne the Massachusetts: s.enator 
t-e· ask him to- .r equ.e st this. 11~ u rg-ed the. t. I taR;e up '.the sub je,ot 'With you. I 
am n-re that you wi.11 a.g:ro~ that \Wa•. s.o nGt wwa.t _the-~9ia.&:~~· and would appr'll.ei'i!l.te 
,a bdef ~moralldUl!l st.ating that . ..-e. e oul.d :n>()t take i ~ .. tog:crtl'aer ltl th so~- e-:t­
pr~s.s:io-n 0:f how BIU~h yot.1 a,ppJ"GV€> .Qt· tha • s..,Pi.N .. E.,A. .. 1s • :$-a,;1~. the wilding by 
r-e1noiting it t:Q- tts 1r:tojie.r't'y ~t. ,trctm~llr+ • I in:'i•a•d te: e.xp.t~d.n: that Will' had :iao 
f\md,s; with -whi9h we. could .. cal\'e i'~!Tl the lilwse e~ -theu.gh tbQ S00ie. ty wQu'l:4 
pa.y fQ.;r i'bs r~o:v,al,., tt ycn1 ag,re,EJ• ~ eQ\tld. s•end. tls eop,y of your ml:3mor-and'tltn 
to- M?t" Appleto·a .• 

Mr •. 4.ip.pleton. is. 1.tne 4tant.l,;~m.E$:·wlt-o. ·e:.rrang.ed to:r" the trMit:t'er to the .Se•rvlce 
ot the ID.·trhn:-rd ~~by Iln~'$e' ~t -S.el~m .M~r-iid.lme • &tiGna.l 'Jli.rs'torie· Si.t~r. :fir:-. Fr~ 
c .• , Brow •. t,nm-ez-lsi· wltb tb.Er }1-,,.A...,B .. s ... : is :Mu,,.· .. Applietoa•a· as~i.s·tnnt"' 

, ~.(jJP.J J~~~AP_;s_ S • . R~~t~ldsr. 
Firanai s s.. P.&lilald$,., 

C.()Qr4i l)).8. ting ltlu,~r int~nd e :nt.-. 
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.SOCIETY FOR TJ:lli: PRESBHVATIO!i OF NEW ENGLAffl') .ANTI'Q,UJ.TIES 

Harrison Gray Otis House 

. , 
Mr. Francis s. Ronalds, 
Coordinating Superintendent, 
National Park Service. 
Morristown, New Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Ronalds: 

141 Ce.mbridge Street 
Bos ton 14 • Ma&sachusetts 

Octobe-r 17, 1945 • 

Thanks for your. letter of October 11th. I he.vo .giv'en up all 
hope of interesting· the Federal Government in the preservation of the 
Abigail Adam;:; birthplac~, and ,have also g;iven up the Adnms family. Ac­
cordingly, vre shall :notify the housing people that we are ready to taJre 
tho house off their ho.nd.s, and presently, we shall have it down in 
Asairrlppi. 

I shall be [;lad to hear from you '\men faa t New Yo\r.k banq1iet 
or dinner is to te-.ke place, and only hope the crowd attending it ·wont be 
too large. 

I note that Mrs. Crowninshie ld has got ahead of :me and seen 
your :national historic park and the museum before I got. down there. 
However,, sometime before I am. much older~ :r sha.11 hope to beable to take 
the trip mys elf. And do tel 1 me, if not too much trouble, whereabouts in 
Pennsylvania is the Landis fe..mi1y outdoor, or barn~ museum'? Doubtless 
you know a.11 a.bout this. It is so adequately and, attractively pictured 
in the last number of the Chronicle of the J!J~rly American Industries Assn-. 

'l'he best of r;ood h,ck to you. 

Sincerely yours~ 

(Sgd.) w. Sumner Appleton 

Cowesponding Secretary. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REGION ONE 

RICHMOND;•VIRGINIA 

~~imtni·.f,or the lau;perint~;ndsnt1. 

• ••. ··· tl¢r~1s·t.o•·lh1.,tto~t Bis:lpGtl011l • P~rk:, 

. • ·. ·,:•:J:/~Ve JO\lr' me~ct~d:um ~t O~t.Qbet 16· .i11.to1rming ui of you;r 
<4o,i~•-•~.~h.id$•"Ji\l;,I-A ~- w. S~e!li' 4";pp·l.~on. of ·tht See1,ety fttl" the 
Pt~1''f~'!fl\.tion o.r ·i:ew ~~d Ant1quJit.1e$. tegarding thG bi~i/lhplf!i.oe 
o,t '"'b1lti\i1.· Mi.\m.$, who· was the wU't or Prtsidfltlt1il Jt,}m Ad.ams .. 

t. ' . . - a$ ... ,i,,W~, 

·, ~-beU.e#O it. iH;i•be a ,rery,_fine lilct1v:lty Q;f the Society to 
t·ol14W,'\t,P the:br int~:re.$t 1n th~tf h¢~$t e.nd. tQ ~c> $<nnething t0. 
r,r-·e11efV"e· t,h:e \\)uildin{t. Th~-trittre,ta of thtli l\iAtiona.l Pnr-k $t11Jtil'i¢e 
&.r$ ~0.#<it$"m.ed 1:Jtinotpe.l,1,y witl:l 11h.w,;, 1$.-fe and M.tttory ot tlt() he-a¼.-. 

· d1;ant>$ :.1" thi$ :r>t"tspect.i., It has not been 90:nsidered 'llt.dv1sable ~0 
tar· :Cor Ui!ll t-G extend OU$" aQti,•rl:tite.s t~ othexr l:lllemb~r-e • ,of' t.he te.rnil1e$ 
~less. those .sthe,:,· m.mib-:~:ri hm..,.r a ~irsct a..eti.vi. ty it1 ·connQ(}tion -.dth 
national aft"ai.rs and Ml s-~p$.¥'$.t-e i.ndiv1dtutls. ·. re 8're qi;ute eu:re _t.;aat 
pr-s-seating_ the life 0$-atty Pre:1i<;:t-ent i'lil.¢1,uq,ea th<'- :prope.ll'· proportion 
of:. tl':\mi1y· :relati.o:&sht:p.$ t~ do )1-etioe to hfsi .. mf.e1.·0;s $ • 

lt ~-Uld seam. 4ui.iie in Qtdev £or s.o~e o!' the 1000.l N@W En.gl~tld 
wgani.,tlli'4ti..¢~ \.Q. pr,es.erv~ the birthpla~es Q.£' .Pl1'ea.td.el.!l'tHP wl..'9".,IJ pr 

• ijfh~t; twl,1 ttu3'1Ulb:f,·s who htul t1. elo&e :tnll'il~~e ct .r~lt\ith~rhip t9 
'.\,h~'.•~ o~•~t.ie.1. - l!IJ'e ti.d. t~ itit<il•t,e&t;ti;!d in -wlt.aot th~ :Se~1ett, i<>t 
_'the ;rr.0"~tion ot l{tliW E•3l:1'$d An\~uitiet •J t~~Q•eed. i!l ae,ctnnpUeh.,.., 
ing ,with the Abtgp.U Snu/tth Ad~•- lo:~,.~ •. 

,,,,.-,/ 

~--

thom,a.a J. Allen,. 
·-11.egtcna.1 Direot01!'., 

P!ro(j'UOl', with copy S,up:tt. Rowa,l,de t 
IU'ld enol'C!>$"Ure• ,., 

----



-.-~:; ~--:.-;~-~--:.:· :_~:.:·-·; ·:~··.::· -f~1~ .... 

:,.; ...... . . . ~. 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
-----=-- . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

/·"'):Ji'.\. F:.,f~}-~~-~QRRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

OCT 241945 
MORRISTOWN. NEW JERSEY 
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R'e:f'er--ec~e ls :ma.de to Jr!¥ :m:em:.0r&1dum ·o.t Ooto'ber lo enclosing coxro.sp.·~1$llee 
with. Mr. I* S.~-$:1" .,App:letott t>~ the Swicty. !'or t:ha &-a~ervation of' iew Enilnd 
An.tiqttiti.e& -,r~g~rding th:e: .W,.r.'thpl&e:e :Gf .Abipil Ad&rn.s,., 

~ 

t.o~ m.$Ocr$d1rm .of ◊etol.ler 19 • tog-81mar with a let-I.er· fr.om !tr., Api,le. t-oa 
·o.f October 17 .. ,·iJi.~·r:~:v:ed -this mo-ming... Attactheu :ts a oopy @i" Mr+ Apple:tan•s 
l,ettw~ vdl.i~h .. , ~$ ,Y,p!U, oau s:e-e, ,end$. the •tt~~-- I llttl. sor'fly to .. ha use hothere.d 
y.t.1u idth th~,,. ,'t,k,/'inaSil'!f.tO'h as. l b:el ie.v.ed I had been unsucces:sful in oonvino:­
.Ji.~g ·r, APP:l:~.;t0a 't,m.t;l.t the Society $hould tak1' tho hou:se s.. I thought it best to 
b,ri:og the, c9.r1~0~:w:oridenc.e to your att,anl:;i on.,. 

!t "#ou.ld. h~ve been very fooli:sh. to hav~ I.iad the houae· et'"ected o.u the 
gi-ounds oi' th~ Adams .Mans-ion n,t Q.u-inc~~ rlowevl.')r,,_ I tm1 sure: tht\t you ¥rill b:e. 
gl$.d to len1t1 that the hoJ,1.so it.self ha.'$ b.een savia.Eil ,an~. '11\riU be under- th·e a.uspi.e:e.s; 
et the S.ocie'ty for tlta PN.ser"g::a.:tion oJ: iew Englancl 'Amli.~itias •. 

Fra.neis s.. .R<11nd ds,,. 
Coard.irw..tdng SupGrintondent. 

£. 
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,ber-Chamber of Comm~rce Telephone MAYflower 1111 
_ot ffle<·\J/nited States 

}u'iNCY CHAMBER OF CdMMERCE 
I 
j 

I 
18 WASHINGTON STREET, QUINC'f 69, MASSACHUSETTS 

Jll!lfN' 111~6 

Mr. Hillory A~ Tolson, 
Acting Di"rector 
National Park Service 
Chicago 54, • Illinois • 

Dear Sir: 

June a.,, 1946 

I believe you are familiar with the fact that the Adams.Mansion 
in Quincy is about to be taken' over by.your department. 

Abigail Adams., mother of John Quincy Adams, was born in Weymouth. 
The house in which she was born is now boarded up and is gradually being 
ruined~ This house is now owned by the Government because it is adjacent' 
to a housing project which has just recently been erected. We have con­
tacted the proper authorities here and have received permission to move it 
so that.it can be properly preserved and set up as the historic shrine it 
deserves to be. 

The Adams mansion in Quincy which will be your property, has plenty 
of available land on which the Abigail Adams house can be located. Bringing 
these two pieces of property on to the single piece of land would preserve 
the dilapidated Abigail Adams house and add s~gnificant value to the Adams 
Mansion as a shr::i:rre.--__ 

I would like to lmow about the possibility of moving this property 
the short distance from Weymouth to Quincy and of preservin~ it in connection 
with the .Adams Mansio.n. I suggest that this matter be expedited so that the 
Abigail Adams house not continue to be abused.-

Sincerely, 

' 
JG:jk. 



I I 

., 
.•

 ..
,..

:•
::-

-"
"-

:r
;~

'T
~

-1
?7

'"·
~

·:'
:"

""
/~

~
 

.. ~
 .. 

-~
 

...
 ;·•

"n
.l>

-'•
""

',;
,r

r,
:7

~
··,

.,:
~

--
--

'..
r~

--
-:

·-
•·

~
·-

~
:'.

~
1i

'",
":

""
'7

':!
"~

':·
"':

~
~

·: 

-r
 

--
1 

: 
l-'

,4
 

• 
.._

 

~ 
'· 

i~
,"

1.
· 

. 
. 

. 
. ..

. 
· 

._
 · 

, 
. 

·.,
 

/)
·.·

. 
,;.

<
?;

i;:
 

. 
·>

 ·:
:I

. · ·.
,::

 • e:_
•·

• 
_·

. •
:t 

• 
·..

.·I
i .

• .. 
·:·

>
 .. ·
;½

":
 ·l .
 

...
 ···
•.

·.·
 I'-

' 
. •

 .. f
t.l

·'f
· ·l'
tJ

·l·
·,l

'ri
·. 

·1
-•

 ··1
 ...
 · ..

 ,. 
·.·

ci
!•

~
·c

i 
...

...
 

:.}
 ••

••
• 

-•
 ••

 \,•
d:

,:·
• 

.. i.
 

·-
-!

.· 
i 

-·
· •\

.·~
 • 

··:
:.i

:.,
-:

·1
•.

.:,
_ 

1•
, .. ·
1:

.·:
·J

:\·
 

,:_
::1

·:.
.,/

::.
·1

· 
r.

~
· 

.-
·1

···
,·:

·/·
,. <
.i·

.:~
·:·

·
1,~

r~
-~

 
...

 }.
-,

·:t
i .:'

.··
. r"
.<

:,·
·./

:'.
-~

·;t
;··

1 1
·,:

 
~

-s
...

. 
·~

.·'
 

,. 
'··

· 
;r

 
··1

t 
• .. 

·~
·t/

!f,
···

 
•.

 ~
.· 

JI
.~

 .•
 .. 1·

,'.
·ii

.:.
f.•

.i•
.•

.1
-

:l
l .

. · ..
. ··•.

··.
f· • •

.. 
:· 

•.
 , .

. ··
.: .

. • 
••

• ~-
<

 ••
• 

'·.
·.•

•.
; 

...
..

• { 
••

•
• -

, 
"·

i 
If

ft
 

lil
aS

i 
it!

• 
' 

.. 
I 

.· 
...

.. ~
1'

61
··1

 
. 

•I
(·

 
I 

• 
••

 
•.

•·
·· 

• •
• 

• •
••

• 
' 

••
 

!•
.··

;,;
 

.-
., 

• 
, 

• 
·,1

 
• 

•.
· :1

 ~ 
·.•

·•
 .•

. • ·
··.

··'
 •1

·. . 
'. _

.,.
:.-

1~
·1

· ., .
· .

··»
. ~

·r
• ··.

· 
.. ·-

-.
 

, 
.. 

iJ
 I

 ·
.·:

.: •.
 ·· .•

 •·
 .. ·
.~

 ._
..;

-_
:·

. 
:.~

-·
 •

 
. <

· 
,.•

_.
i 

--
.~

 
t:1

 o
· 

~,
. :>

· 
•.

. ::
 ...

. 
: 

. ,
 .·

 .,
,-

,.:
· 

.· 
~ 

· :
. 

;-
:·.

-• 
~:

,. 
• ~

. :
:-

~·
 '-·

1?
. 1

.>
>

 
_ 

"·
· ~

•-
; .

. i 
:. 

.•
 

··.
_.

;.·
"J

 

• 
:-

.. 
.•

 . 
:.'

··•
··~

 
•.

 ·
·tt

~
-.

~
~

 
:'.

.-
~:

·.;
p'

 
••

• 
, 

.•
 :·

::n
,::

· .
. •

.· 
--

1·
·~

•:
":

.· 
...

 ,-
.-

'\:
_\

··.
~ .. 

'·'
" 

···
-'·

···
j 

. 
._

F
'S

 ~
 p

t 
· ..

.. 
· 

,.f
&

 
·:·

 
}!

(o
l·l

lfi
l",

J/
1,

P
: 

··.
:-..

 ~
-.

 
:t,

···
 ..

 :i
·. 

·~
 •

• 
·~

:. 
:~

-
.. 

/ 
·.•

 
ff·

··,
 

·. 
!· 

• 
--

. 
:-

-•
-'·

"·
 

C
J 

.. 
• 

' .
. ·

 
~
 

1;
1·

. 
-.

.-
·.I

f.
·~

 
_,

. 
#:

, 
• 

,· 
, 

.·=
t/ 

~
 

11
 :

·_
·:,

~ 
• 

: 
. :

 : 
r·

, .
. •

 ...
.. 

:,'
.: .

. -"
 :

:, 
;',

 : .
 .:,

-~
:. :' 

.J
T

J 
•.

 
·, 

! 
! 

• 
·a

· ...
...

.. 
•.

·.1
··.

· 
.. ,·

··•
· . 
-~

a.
•.

·_
,, 

..•
 1.

••
·~

.' .. •:
I-

.·.
 

f,t
.,.

··"
.··

« 
.•

 J·
• .. ·.1·

.·'
· ...

...
. 

•.
 
ll 

.•
 :·t

 · '.
•·

. :··
·. •.
 ;.-.

. •.
 ·.·

".
" 

: ..
. ; ..
 :·.

· ·
':;

. ·.
: · ..

 ·.·
:..

. ·-
1J

 
• 

;:i
,. 

• 
. 

ti 
...

. 
, 

. 
m

"'l
"'l

lW
·.·

rl,
~

 
...

 
'il

l' 
l 

.. 
·•

 1:J
i· 

' 
.. 

• 
M

 
•:

:· 
:; 

,, 
.. 

,, 
>

 
, 

:. 
·)

>
 

. 
fJ

 
-
,I 

: 
·.•

S
::S

. 
·•

.•
:!\

t;.
,:;

 
·1

1·
 

··l
!f-

~
,-

-
'/ 

·1
···

}~
··.

·,.
··:

._
1·

_~
r-

~
: 

.•
• ·;·

.,:
!· 

:·:
 

:· 
...

.. 
:"

.· 
·"

:,:
::a

 
I 

• 
~ 

f 
_,

;;·
 

~·
•·

 -S
. 

l'l
j:-

:~
l·I

·&
·~

•~
 

-~
:,.

·:-•
 ·

 J
I 

f 
• 

I"
': l

j,.
.:t

,,~
i, 

•·
;,.

 ~
·,•

 1
--,,

..,
,,1

s 
.~

 ;;·
~ • 

~f
f'·

 
••

 • 
.. 

·•
~ 

v.
 

••
. -

.·.
 

. 
:::

. 
v 

z 
-

0 
• 

• 
Ir

' ..
. 

'. 
,H

i; 
~
 ~
 ; 

" 
.'T

/' 
.\I

 
*'

 1
1 ·~

 i!lt 
~

•.
 

,, 
f.i

. YI
 

:,
-

, 
.. 

• 
( 

()
 

Z
 

ts
. 

. 
,. 

rt
 

• 
·. 

-
::J

'f,
;,l

;,f
'· 

••
 

-·
1·

 ~
~
 

·.,
· ..

 
·w

·.·
 

·•
c,

.,:
 

:: 
,:;

·.·
 

. .
-

., 
;)

>
 

,)
>

 
-i 

-i 
. 

.-
·Q

 
-

• 
ffl

! .
 

-
. 

-
. a

-
iii

' 
3f

. 
-

·. 
~
 

. 
,, 

, 
. 

, 
• •

 
. 

...
 • 

. •
 G

) 
. r

 
•.

 ,, 
fT

t 
. ·

 o
 

~
 

• 
~"

" 
. 

t0
 

. 
• 

. 
w

-
, .

 · 
·1

: 
It-

.. •
 

. 
. 

fl
_ 
ft

 
.. 

0 
• 

.•
 1

-f
f, 
o 

-o
 

O
 

O
 

. 
i 

~
 

• 
,, 

&
 

. · o
 

~.
, 

f ·
 I 

~
· 

ft
 

c 
~
 

~
 I 

· 
· •

 · 
' 

· 
· 

:-
·..

 · 6
 

-
· 
► 

''T
l 

,..
 

1-
-

ft 
~ 

(t
i 

.•
 ~~

"-
.tr

/1
·~

 
r·

 P.
., 

·1
1 

, 
• 

••
 •

 
• •

• 
z 

m
 

I)
>

 
-.

""
...

.. 
• 

e-
-l 

~
 

~
,. 

I 
, P.

ir 
-

-
• 
~
 r i

 
• .

 
·f

l 
• 

• 
, 

/ 
--

.· 
• 

: 
• •

. 
-•

 •
· 

Q
 

::o
 (T

l 
-i 

~
~
 

0:
 

·~
 

•.
 

~
 

,-
·"

fi
t 

• 
·-

Q
 

'• 
'· 

.•
 

, 
' 

••
 

' 
<

 
(T

l 
11

· I-
' 

' 
~
 

• 
• 

• 
• 

f.
l· 

• n
 

. 
f!

!!
' 

.. 
• 

' 
• 

• 
• 

• 
U

>
 

-
(I

) 

• t
i 

••
 ► 

~
) 

,.1
1 .. f 

• ..
.. t·

••
I:·

 
-~

,! I 3
1,

 JI
-. , 

,.,
 ; .·
 : 

. ,
 ..

. _
:. : :

 <--:
:..

. : 
~ :z

 
¢.

i 
1•

 
~

-•
 

~
lf 

--
Q

 
e 

I 
• 

11
1-

-
~ 

. 
. 

. 
.. 

. 
-i 

0 
I»

 
' 

• 
~
 

~
~
 ..

. 
,. 

. 
t.,

f~
•1

·: 
. 

. 
' 

.-
_,

 ~
 

' 
' 

" 
...

 ·
 

',"
 :

. 
, 

, 
'. 

;-
...

 
, 

, 
fT

t 

)r
.o

 
···

·I
 

. ~
. 

1·
 J,·,

:·.
 ~ 

· . 
._

 ;.
• 

.1
 ~

1~
. 

~
 . -

. ~-
I~

,-
·.-.

. ~ .,
· ...

 :.-.
. · ..

 -.
. · ..

. ·:
 ·.:

 :.
·-~

 
0~

 
Q

i..
 

~
 

-
~·

 
.,.

,.,
 

,~
 

,-
"1

1:
gl

 •
 

fi
r.

 
• 
~
 

·~
 

1·
 

...
...

 ~·
-..

 ·o 
'1

'f ~
 

••
 
~
 

rl
l 

' 
' 

' 
.. 

••
• 

...
.. 

. 
~
 

' 
!if

,_
 

• 
. 

• 
'. 

.•
 

••
• 

. 

··1
":

" .· 
,J

 
i 

'::
1 u·

·-
-a

.l _:
 

fl_
1·

· ·.-
·!l

:,•
.t1

.··
 

.. :1
 

__
 

, 

1. · .
--

·. ·
 .. ·
 ...

 _·
. ::

:·t
· . ·

 •.
 ::

o 
A

i 
1'

·· 
. 
~

1t
itl

.. 
<

If·
! 
1·

 -.
~

 
:!!

·~
 

' 
.•

 .
 

'.;
, 

.:.
 ,'.

 ,.
 ~
 -

. :
 ,

 ..
. ·' 

• 
JI

. 
,.-

t'\
-

O
· 

~-
· 

M
 

·~
 

· 
• 

• 
~
 

• 
;; 

• 
• 

. 
, 

' 
.!:

: 
.. :

 
I 

,-·
_:

 
ril

!~
·-

r-
:-

--
tr

~
.r

' 
l 

.>
 

·, 
••

 
, '

' 
'; 

• 
~ 

" 
••

 
• 

. 
. 

1/
1 _

 
-

. 
, 

...
 

fi
 ~
 1

1 
11

! 
. ~
 

P
-.

 ...
 1 

·9
1 

•=
 

. 
_ 

_ 
J'

:'.
' 

' 
._

,.-
'¥

l!
''-

~
 

l..
.. 

(D
 

c:
-1

' 
.. c

:+
-

• ~
 

·•
.,.

 ~·
ir

E
.-•

 
.,;

 ?
if 

f,i
, 

r.
" 
w

 ,~
 

Pl
'.i

e 
·•

:·
 jj 

1,,r
 ·

.· , 
. ·

 
· •

 ··
 

. 
: 

t 
I 

: 
; 

, 
• "

' 
. ,

 
• .

 > 
.•

 C
-::

 
., 0)

 • \ 
I 

~~
 



-------------,---r--

1ber--9,>a11J~.(-lof Co~merce 
-0.~ the' U 1Jed:.States 

Telephone MAYflower 1111 

tUINCY C'HAMBER-OF--COMMER.CE 
► . • 

~s . ~-
18 WASHINGTON rtj, M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

JAN - 8 1S-~-7 
1----1---=-=-e-/ 

mber 27, 1946 

Dear Sir: 

In the adjacent town of Weymouth we find a house which formerly was 
the home of Abigail Adams, who held the distinction of being the only 
woman in llie country to oe wife of one president and ni.other of another. 
The little house is a typical house of the times. 

Unfortunately, no special care has been given the house. Lately, vandals 
have accomplished more than their real share of destruction. The property 
is now ovmed by: the government because it is directly adjacent to a new 
housing project. The authorities are anxious to be rid of the house 
because it is unsightly at the present time. 

I understand that it is your division that has,only-reeently~ acquired 
the Adanilts Manston in Quincy. 

The Publicity Committee, of this Chamber of Commerce, feels that without 
excessive expense this house can be moved onto the spacious area which 
you have just acquired in Quincy, and that, because the Adams family was 
a single family, there is a very distinct relationship between the two 
properties. 

We mentioned this thought some.time ago in the local newspapers. From 
all sides came words of commendation for the thought. Those who·care about 

. the past, and restoring some of the gracious parts of i\certainly agree • 
that this is a fine idea. 
'. 

We shali appreciate your giving the thought your earliest attention. 

a~ 

.. :.: :e_ly, Q--'1 
_./. ~ ~ ' ...,__ -· ~ -----. 

/

f 
1.!'John11 Grossman, 

i __ // Publicity Director. 

JG/lac 
OFFICERS and DIRECTORS:· President, CARL R. SHEPPARD, 1st Vice-President, JOSEPH B. GROSSMAN, 2nd Vice-President 
FRED E. BERm'ORs, Treasurer, GEORGE H. BONSALL. EDWARD F. BARKER, PHILIP IC BARRER, C. RODGERS BURGIN, WiLLIAM 

H. COLJ,INS, JOSEPH A. CROWLEY, HERBERT E. CURTIS, MATTHEW CUSHING, GEORGE A. DALEY, JR., JOHN • DUANE, ROBERT 

E. FOY, J·R., WILLIAM B . .!<'RETZ, EDWARD C. GEEHR, WILLIA.JI,[ W. GRIEVES, HARRY H. KERR, EDWARD L. MITCHELL, FORREST 

I. NEAL, GEORGE w. PERRY, CHARLES A. Ross, CHESTER J. WEEDEN. ST A.FF: Executive Secretary, RUSSELL W. FREY, 

~-·---- Assistant Secretary, _RALPH .F. MAcKENDRICK, Assistant Secretary, RAY F. MITCHELL. 



UNITED STATES 

d>~ 
t~ 

•. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR' 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

/~~-
{\,~.\\1 1 4 1MK. 

ADDRESS ONLY 
CHICA<t:~• ILLINOIS 

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL_ PARK SERVICE 

.... ~1ti~ :Gr,o,sSJti$1il\~; • • •• • . • .. ~< .. 
Qtl.f.;1101 '4~'b~~ <ijf ·Co:mrnel"~,.i;· , 

• 18 J'f-♦l'tb.1;151;$~ $:t,1'/,e~.:'._ f 
• ~-u:iiiey. ift, 1it~ea,0)ius♦t.t1h;;:i 

• • .. .• ~ ,. 't· . 

Jttp:., fif¼rbe:rt. m,-:Laon has, ;pa;J:~d. o:!lit" EJ;ti:$nti-on. t1>: your l~e:.r -of-. 
.O.o.embe::r, Z,'ts lff.!tti•n to :hi,~ :!'ll 'Wtt•htngt:o,n n. Cf-., -inig;g•-•t:tng tlutt· the­
Abtgail Adam~ nous• in WtJmonth~ lra$;s•~huaett..-"' l,e;_ re.mt.}lte-d aud r!!),• 

• -~it,e().'tiei "iii t~ds.: ~f 1>~· Ade.ma. lilansi,e;t1 tit.ti on~l H'i.1$,to-t1;e-S':i.t♦ in 
Qu.iaoy.. - . . 

A• Ac.ting D:ire'OtJ):f' iiill~ey A. f0ls.an ·-stat:~d in hl:s let'l»r °'f' 
J~ -14.,. l9~$1f' regtl!rdi~g • thia p-rt;Spt'l•l,-. -1 t- ,'(&~lat be• C.c!>llltrt11-",Y t~ t{at i. sti.­
U- .J?ai-k . $enice polio:, t.o.: ?1$11!,'Q>'Vl& "the, h.~u.s:e aui r~••r~,ct :t-t-an 'th♦ 
g:r-e1i1$Q;:S. .:e:-f ·tlt;l..e .. ~.'$ i(~~etoil: r,rti-0>Pl· BJbitox-i:e SittJ, Q:.EH1'8.US& t:ha· $~ 

. :tee: aeek,s -~c()',pr,esM'Y'e ea~h. hisitorioal ttr♦.~ l.l'ldtJtp~iir&d in, 1ta -~Tlgi•l. 

. M.·iiit~,rt°'l ~ap~\i Viw t\tllt1 ·appr\'J~ia- tl:te '.hi.1st:iui,ea..l. 1J!g1n'\tt!,ct\.n.~• ~t 
the . .A.btgt.!l Ad•'111s l\Gu.S'e ,and $inc-erely hep-a that s~_me, means ,O'fi. p-re#e,ry­
i.ng_ 1 t: -at: W•yall5uth •Y be :f~uttil. ·el' $Ht~ ,or l04al pa~il.$°t!'C -gt-oupa. 
An lai.st.oru houcS.e .loses- mu.oh-· of it-a clttu:-aat-eT· and i-lile-ntity "Wh@ re ... 

'm~ to an.-otlte:r ·dt♦.- ·'t'ho'liigh,.. -0£ e·c011JT·s-e:,.. ,ctnWDStano:EUI' ~- -s~times· • 
r..ead4~ ~uch ~ r•••l &haolute-11 nec.e.s.$&.r:-f • • 

At th,e time o-f ~. 1'.ol•on •e le-tter ~ tij.& .$00.ie:ty t'or the, l'!rtlaeriv:a­
titm :e,f :Ne;;v l!btg;land: ~ttq:mti:♦•: had e;t,t,Jt-$tt1s:ed i•t$:il'•et in 4v.:v-il1g the 
Abigeil_ 4a~; hou~e:~- We, t~-'b tlu,tt. 'bhe Sii:et'.~ty i~ a-till, in~e~e.at~d :in 
th'EI '!'roj'.e":Cv and tih.a:t: ii.t -~ -~n.iee•-ffi• 

<W~ ;l"egrt1-t that. i:t. d-ee:s: n.,o:e ,a-pp;e,et;<t" des-:irable 'te- d&pArt frot4: -e-etab--­
l.l4ned ffJ4i,on'l. -P1trk &erv.i'o,e . policy ~nd • • P,l'a~i:Q'e in t.-h:is ins:tanoe ... , but 
t-me.t: ths:t .o-t:he.r •m<n:-ce" appl'e_p-r.i.at• na-11s • ~f' pre.-ening tchis 14,st.ori,c 
a~f"U.e-'t:12l'e-may 'be . f ol'l:nd.-. • 

Regional Dire~r, 
Mr• Demaray/ • 
Mr. Vint,//" 
Mr. Kahler,, , 

(SGD) J. D~ 001-f~~ 

J.ohn: 'D,... Co:t~, 
Aottng, • D,ireotoi'• 

Region One (2) (with a. oopy of Mr. Grossman's 
1 (letter of 12/27/46.. · 

.-----




