& UNITED STATES
™ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

July 3, 1935«

Hrs. Rosalie Bdge,
Emergency Conservation Committee,
73l Lexingbon Avenue,
New York Citys

Dear Nrss. Bdge:

Thank you for sending the mimeographed statement comcerning
the Leatherwood Forest in Perry County, Kenbucky. The account
conviness me that the area is worth investigating svd 1 am there«
fore calling it to the attention of our Branch of Planning which
investigates proposed parkior monument areass It is hoped that
the forest will turn out to be oven ba%ea* than Miss Braun's
: aeaam of its

Taur short visit the other day wms & Qiteasura. I sincerely
hope that your jeunt through the parks this summer will be a
profitable and pleasant adventure. There is much to see even
:img the beaten paths, but still move sway from thems With best
wishesy

Sincerely,

Ben He Thompgon,
Aoting Ohlef,
Wildlife Divisions

cc Wildlife Division, Washington :jf-w"““‘"‘
Wildlife Division, Berkeley '

BHT:ELG
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"Save the Big Trees" on Leatherwood, Perry County. '

A talk given at the spring meeting of the Garden Club
of Kentucky, at Millersburg, March 29, 1935.

By E. Lucy Braun, University of Cipcinnati.

Down in the southern part of Perry County, on Lynn Fork of
Leatherwood Creek, is one of the most beautiful tracts of virgin
forest I have ever seen. For some time I had heard of the "big
poplar" of Perry County, and it was while on the quest for this
that I saw this magnificent forest, It occupies the left fork of
Lynn Fork and for sgome two miles we walked through untouched forest,
following a faint trail which led to the "big poplar," a gigantic
$ulip tree nearly 24 feet in circumference, breast high. It took
five people with arms outstretched to reach around the tree, This
gigantic trunk towered upward, unbranched, to such heights that it
was lmpossible to distinguish the leaves of the crown. Nowhere
east of Cglifornia have I seen such a gigantic tree. And this
was only one of many large trees,

The forest contains a variety of trees -~ tulip trees, oaks,
beech, sugar maple, hemlock -~ all . large. Ortentimes we see
tracts of so-called virgin forest from which this or that tree has
been removed;-.or if the canopy is intact, with the undergrowth
ruined by grazing or by rooting hogs. But not .so here, Nothing
has ever disturbed this area; the luxuriance of the undergrowth is
beyond description. There is a wealth of herbaceous plants, and
beautiful wild flowers and ferns are everywhere. The whole place
is awe-inspiring in its beauty and grandeur.

Very few virgin forest areas remain. Of the original forest
of Kentucky, less than two per cent remains in such condition that
i1t can be classed as old-growth forest; and only a small part of
this is really virgin, The Lynn Fork forest is one of these.

Why not save a plece of your native country, your native
state, in its original condition as a monument to the original
beauty and grandeur of your forests, just as you save an historical
shrine?

Nowhere in the whole world is there the equal in beauty and
magnificence of our eastern deciduous forest. It is unexcelled,
And in Kentucky and Tennessee this deciduous forest reached its,
superlative development, So by saving a piece of Kentucky'!s vir-

gin forest you would be saving a forest outstanding of its kind.

Our piloneer ancestors moved westward through this trackless
forest, We have hardly a remnant left to show what that country
they traveled through was like, what hardships, what problems con-
fronted those hardy pioneers., Is there anything left in the
Blue Grass to give even an idea of the original condition when the
settlers came? Nothing. It is too late now in the Blue Grass
to have an area perpetuating original conditions, but not so in
gﬁe eastern part of the state. Some virgin forest still remains

ere..
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How shall ve go about saving thig forest; these grand trees?
Several methods suggest themselves:

l. Make the area a state park. .

But, the beautiful delicate undergrowth, trampled by many
feet, over-run by picnickers, could not long endure. The "devel-~
opment" to which all State Parks are rightly exposed —-- the road
to make access easy, the many paths, would at once destroy the
primitive wilderness which is one of the awe-inspiring features
of thig remote tract. The publicity surrounding the establishment.
of a State Park, the ease of access which would soon follow "devel-
opment" would result in the place being visited by hordes of people,
And we all know that there are many who go to parks because they
are parks, not for any real love and appreciation of the beauty and-
sublimity of nature, We want State Parks and more of them, but
for the preservation of this particular area, a State Park will not
suffice,

2. A second method suggests itself: )

Make the area a State Forest. State forests do not recelve
the publicity which is the lot of state parks. But  to make this
area a state forest would defeat our purpose for it is in accord-
ance with good forestry practice to cut mature trees. And these
grand old trees are mature -- but untouched they can live on for
many scores of years. This should not be taken in any way as
criticism of state forests,. They are splendid things. But, re-
member, the functions of state forests have thisg afternoon been
stated as being (1) timber production, (2) erosion control, (3)
recreation, and (4) fish and game. They should pay for themselves
in the returns they yield, But if thils area ylelds a return in
money then 1t no longer will be the mrea we are trying to save.

The enabling bill now before Congress for Federal aid in the
establishment of State Forests is a good thing and needs your sup-
port ~— but it is entirely distinct firom the problem of saving the
Lynn Fork forest,

One other point which applies alike to State Parks and State
Forests -~ and that is that state policies are subject to radical
changes with changing administrations. Policies do not endure,

3« There is left a third way:

' Include this area in a National Forest and designate it a
primitive area to remaln forever untouched as an example of Ameri-
cals primitive wilderness. This is an established policy of the
Forest Service and has a recent precedent in the Tionesta Creek
forest of western Pennsylvania —- a virgin forest tract recently
acquired and set aside as a permanent preserve.
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Considerable area in the mountains of Kentucky comes within
the limits of the proposed purchase units of the new Cumberland
National Forest, One great tract of this proposed National For-
est stretches from Morehead southwestward to the Tennessee bounda-—
rYe Other lesser areas are farther east; one includes some land
in Perry County, but the boundary is east of the Lynn Fork area,
but not far from it. The method would be to have the boundary
of the new national forest extended to include Lynn Fork, How
can this be done? Let me read two paragraphs from a letter from
the American Forestry Agsociation:

"All of this land and the boundaries of the proposed Cumber-
land National Forest are a few mileg east of the virgin forest
tract described and mapped by you.

"Acquisition of such lands as you have in mind would prove
exceedingly expensive, However, if sufficient public opinion
were reflected to the Kentucky Representatives gnd Senators in
Congress, they could probably be influential in extending the
boundaries so that eventual purchase would be pogsible. I really
think that i1s the best way to work it out."

If sufficient pressure is brought to bear —— if we want this
badly enough -- we can get 1t.

We must act quickly before it is cut —- the timber rights are
held by the Leatherwood Lumber Company who are now aGutting in the
next branch, Remember, timber rights and land are held separately
and to secure the land is not to secure the timber.

By all means, this project isg worthy of your greatest efforts.
Nowhere, not even in the Great Smoky Mountains, have I seen a more
beautiful forest or larger trees.

Let us work together to save this area.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

July 5, 1935,

" Momovendum for lre Lee Browns

Nrse Bdge of the Emergency Conservation Committes
spoke about this lLeatherwood Forest in Perry County,
Eentucky, when she was in the office recently and has
since forwarded us this mimeographed accounts I am
wondering if the area might not be worth investipgation.
Any tract of wirgin forest which is as ploturesque as
 Miss Braun describes would be diffienlt to maintain in
its primeval condition unless it is & large sres or un-

leas it could bave some monument desipgration which would
keep it from being developeds Vhether it should be state
or national monument would of course depend upon its
qualitiess At any rate, the data is sent for your con-
siderations

Ben Iy Thompson,
Aoting Chief,
Wildlife Divisiona

Enolosure 6780%9

cc Wildlife Division, Washinfton

BHT:ELG



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

/o &m(m
ﬁzzwzw/ Ly ﬁ:’









10—39

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

| WAS"'“NGTON 7/&6



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

duly 27, 1955

Yrss Entherine ?ﬁh‘h&ﬁ,
Ganeyal Delivery,
Lexingbon, Kmﬁmkﬁ'u

Doay Mess Pobtlis
Reference is made to your letter of July &L to kr. Thompsons

Following a couversation with drs. Bdge conseraing the
Loatherwood Croek twact in Perwy County, Hentueky, the desire
ability of desippetion of this arves us & state or antional
monument was sulmitbed to the replonal office of the Stabe
Parks Division of the NVetiomnl Park Service for investipablon.

A report has not been received as yeb, bub you may be sure thmb
all sonsideration will be given %o the wecsssity for the presorw
vation of this wilderncss ares.

Sincerely yvours,

Vicbor e Cabalane,
heting Chief,
Wildlife Division.

cc Mrs.C. N. Edge i
Dre. Lucy Braun
Wildlife Division, Washington
Wildlife Division, Berkeley

VHC:ELG









UNITED STATES

.on - leEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

August 15, 1935

Dre Be Luey Beaun,

2708 “ﬁ}f 3%,
Cinodnnati,; Ohios

Dear Dre Brount

Reference ig nade to your lether of August 5, deseridbing
the Leatherwood Creesk tract in Perry County, Nentuokys

Tour letbor has made the rounds in this offloe, and I kuow
has made pepple hers conscious of the value of this fine tract
of timbers Congideration of its walue for state park purposes
bas not yet been coupleted bub you will be informed as soon as
& declslon 38 reachads

Thank you for your geraphie prosentebion of this wilderness
pistures

Sincersly yours,

Vietor He Cabslane,
Aoting Chiefl,
Wildiife Divisions

cc Mre lee Brown é//
Wildlife Division, Washingto
Wildlife Division, Berkeley

VHC:ELG
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AL N UNITED STATES
' DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

September 1l, 1935.

Nemorandum for
MR+ WIRTH:

. Reference is made to Nre Howard's reportd on the Leatherwood
Porest, Perry County, Kentuckys It seems to me that Mre Howard's
recommendation that the traet should be preserved as a btyploal
reliec of the forests traversed by Danlel Boone and other pionsers
is sensible. In order to accomplish this purpose, National Monuw
ment status is desirable.

Because of the relatively close proximity of the Great Smoky
Hountaing National Park, I recommend that in order te find out if
the forest on the Leatherwood tract shows sufficient diversity from
virgin forests in the lower elevations of the Great Bmoky Mounteins
that an examination of the Xentucky tract be made by someone familiar
with the National Park, Wildlife Technieclian Willis King, for instance,
would be gualified and available %o go from his headquarters at Gatline
burg to the Leatherwood tract and make a report on this comparison.

It would also appear to be desirable to obtain from Mre Howard
an estimate of the probable cost of aocquisition of the mineral rights
and timber rights of the Leatherwood area. My study of his report

_ indicates that he has said that the land could probably be bought
. for $1.00 per aore, but I cen £ind no mention of the probable cost
of acquiring these other two features.

Vietor He Cshalane,
Aoting Assistant Chief,
Wildlife Division,

\_ ~
cc Wildlife ﬁéé%:ggn, Washington
Wildlife Division, Berkeley

VHC:ELG
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- SR UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON Septenber 14, 1939,

Laaiam'h mmma Techniclen, '
ﬁrm Emw Hountsing Kaﬁ.ml Park,
Blkmont, Tennesses,

Dear Hr, mm

You are ‘asked ta tmﬁum & preliminary investigation of the

' : sasbern Kenbucky, This tract is belng
congidered for wmmum M & mMoml morument, Informstion on
this ares, comparing the vegetation with that in portions of the
Great Smoky Mountains Netional Park, is degired before any steps
are Yaken toward its scquisition, Plan to wisit this sres during
the current month, if possible.

Bingeraly yours,

Victor H. Cshalsne
Aoting Assistent Chief
Wildiife Division,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Nemarandus Por
Hie REIARSY

Befsrenwe fo made to your lebter of Sepbesber B0
to Buperinbendent Toll memmwwm@m
ponod lenthwrasod Porest Nablonsl Sonuwme el

Bith the spproval of Hes Bubbepficld, Wilditde
Tanhniolan WEllis Hing of the ﬁm&a mm Howndaing
Hatioual mm W regusstiod Yo neke an Inepeobion
off he propowed st whthils the next week o twe
Ln wwwm Wﬂm batese She i‘mm‘& fower
of the lestherwood tomet avd e Orent Bmekies, with &
view Yo establishlsg difforences op slailavitioss Lo
fing will Duenish » mmw i offlee, with sopies
B0 Hes Wieth aod Bupsrinbendent Tolls

Vietop He Cabnlane,
feking Asslistunt mqu« o
Hildlife Divislons

od Mre He He Wontherwsx
s Paul Ve Srown
tre Bubtorfield

ﬁiﬁd&iﬁ& Twision, Whahi:ggay
Wildlife Division, Sen Franciseo

VHC:ELG



UNITED STATES .
- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (’UK""“I
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
- WASHINGTON

Oetober 25; 1935.

Drs He #. Jennigon,

Assosiste Wildlife Technician,
Great Bmoky Mountaing National Park,
Gatlinburg, Yennssses.
Dear Dr. Jennisont

I am sending you our mpiw of the report on the Lestlerwood

© Forests There were only enough prints for one of these, but we

van get others from my negstives AL necessary, Coples of the re-
port went to Mr, Wirth {State Parke), Mr. Toll, at Yellowstone,
the Director, and to the Wikdlif'e ﬂiﬁaim a;i‘fwm, Washington
and San Francisco.

I thought it beut to reduse mé text somewhat and trust the
final form is satisfectory to :,rau, I believe it states our
findings and conelusions elearly emaugh,

Bincerely yours, | _ \

Willis King, o
- Acting Chief, ' ‘
Wildlife Division,.

Enclosure 234355

cc - Wildlife Divigion, Washingtongl——"
cc - Wildlife Di‘V’iSiQn, San FI‘ﬂnCisco

P

WK:bn

A



Yife..

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
November 22, 1935

Memorandum for
MR, WRIGHT: Re: Leatherwood Forest Tract,
Perry County, Kentucky.

On the basis of the reports submitted by Howard and Mutchler, State
Parks Division, and by Jennison and myself of your Division, it was
decided that the Federal Govermment should abandon efforts toward the
acquisition of the tract in question., This was not because those investi-
gating the area reported that the forests were not worthy of preservation,
but because the Director felt the tract contained nothing of outstanding
interest which is not included in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park
or Mammoth Cave,

The 1200 acres of virgin hardwood trees, surrounded by some 800
additional acres'mear virgin forest, are well worth preserving irrespective
of whether the Federal Government or the State of Kentucky is the one to do
it., There is no doubt but that logging operations will begin in the area
within a few months, This is not just a far cry. The situation is further
complicated by mineral holdings of a coal company, which promises to exploit
its holdings eventually.

Mr. Van Name is incorrect in stating that this "is perhaps the most out-
standing tract of primeval forest left in the Zastern United States, as yet
unspoiled and containing the largest and finest tulip poplars in existence”.
The Great Smokies has at least a dozen coves equally as good and as large as
the Leatherwood Tract, where the plant and animal species are much greater in
number. The one big yellow poplar is a little larger than any known tree in
the Smokies, but in the latter place there are scores compared to the few in
the Kentucky tract.

The Leatherwood Forest is worth saving as an example of the virgin hard-
wood forests, which formerly clothed the Cumberland Mountains. Its streams
and wildlife are insignificant. If the State of Kentucky is willing to shoulder
the responsibility of preserving it, it is thexe to do it. The Federal Govern-
ment might take an active hand only if necessary to insure its preservation.
It would be valuable to know if there are other areas in Bastern United States
that are more deserving of federal recognition than is this one.

Willis King,
Acting Assistant Chief,
Wildlife Division,



Cahalane
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON
Decenber 3, 1925.

Pr. ¥Willerd G. ¥ou Haae,
dmericsn Husews of Hsturel History,
7TTh Street snd Central Park Vest,
How York, . Y.

Deay Br. Van Homes

I wish to acknpwledge snd to thank you for your lebter
of Hovember 19 regarding the desirability of seuguiring cer-
tain tracts of primevel forest lends as asress of histeric
significance, and having particular reflerence to the lesthers
wood Porest tragt in Kembtucky,

Plesse be sssured thal your letier has received the esar-
neat conslderation of Mr. Ben Thompson snd myself, as well as
of other members of the Perk Uervice sltall. However, as I
now that you discussed bihls leportant sabler with ¥Hr. Thompson
on the ooossion of ywur last vislt, I shall not burden you hovs
with repetition of our comments snd conclusions on this subject.

Sincerely ynurs,

(eorge M. ¥riphi,

wildlife, Dyviglon.

7
e ~ Wildlife Division, Washing ont”
ce - Wildlife Division, San Franeisco

bn
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Come one, Come all R l; P -

to the ‘* i T

Mass Meeting on January 4 ]__-_

Bile:

There is an emergency; we need your help. Kentucky, and with her the Nation
at large, is faced with the destruction and consequent loss of one of the finest areas
of mixed hardwood forest remaining in eastern United States. It is our duty, as citizens,
to unite in efforts to save this beautiful area for posterity, and to extend our efforts
in such manner that we may have, in the years to come, not one but several beautiful
monuments of deciduous forest, one of the greatest masterpieces of the Creator.

Nowhere in the whole world is there the equal in beauty and magnificence of our
eastern hardwood forest. And in Kentucky and Tennessee this forest reaches its super-
lative development. Just as we save examples of man's handicraft, just as we save an
historical shrine, so also should we save superlative pieces of our original forest.

Our pioneer ancestors moved westward through this trackless forest, this great
barrier to the migrations from Virginia to the Middle West. What was the country
they passed through? What hardships did it present? What obstacles did it interpose?
Scarcely anything is left of that dense forest from which we can get an idea of the
problems which confronted those hardy pioneers. Let us act before it is too late.

Realization of the rapidity with which the last remaining stands of virgin forest
are falling beneath the ax has lead to the organization of the Save-Kentucky's-Primeval-
Forest League, whose objective is the acquisition of the best remaining tracts of virgin
forest to be maintained for all tfime as inviolate preserves. Everyone who feels the
appeal of the wilderness and the exquisite beauty of the virgin forest; everyone who
finds interest in picturing the early history of Blue Grass Kentucky and the Middle
West: everyone who delights in the literature and art of this country which had inspir-
ation in unspoiled nature; EVERYONE is urged ‘to give aid to this project in every
possible way.

Come fo our mass meeting in Lexington on January 4. Then we will show you,
with slides and moving pictures, what our first project is. We will tell of plans and
give you a chance to take part in an epoch-making event.

Cordially yours,

The Organization Committee

The Time: January 4, 1936, at | P.M.

The Place: Ball Room, Phoenix Hotel, Lexington, Kentucky.
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P DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
{ ; Washington
b
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JAN 61935

Mrs. 7. Kidwell Graunis,
Plemingeburyg, Kentucky.
My deer Mrs,Grannla:

Thie is in reply to your letter of Hovember 29 to
Mr. Viotor B. Cshalesne, of the Nutlonal Perk Service, regurdinug
the virgin tract of vimber in Feryy County, Kentjcky, known es
Leatherwood Yorest

This tract hea besn investigated recently by representa-
tives of this Gervice who reported the timber to be worthy of
preservation. However, due to high timber and mineral values,
ond Yo the fact that thie is not congidered the best existing
example of this particular type of forest, it has been found
inadviseble to recompend it for administration by this Sexvice.

1% is hoped, however, that this virgie forest can he
nressrvad through other cheunels.

Sincerely yours,

Conved L. #Wirdh.
Asaiatant Director.

OOt Hy. Oubalons
Hth Heg. OfTicoer

Fip=fd
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NP S.-RED Rk NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RICHMQNR, v WASHINGTON
JUL % 6 1956
- RN July 24, 1936. /

First Regional Office, 4
National Park Service,
801 Grace Securities Building,
Richmond, Virginia. |
Dear Sir: Subject: Report - Leatherwood N&tl?b
Monument, Perry Co., Ky.

This will acknowledge receipt of a letter of July 20, 1936, signed
by C. C. Stutts, Acting Chief Clerk, submitting a copy of the report
by Fred M. Mutchler and William J. Howard, regarding the proposed
Leatherwood National Monument, Perry County, Kentucky.

We are herewith returning the copy of the report you transmitted
to us as we have finally located through diligent search, a copy of
the original report which contains maps but no newspaper clippings.

We sincerely appreciate your cooperation in sending this additional
copy of the report.

Sincerely yours,

Conrad L. Wirth.
Assistant Director.

by: \
Kenneth B. Sinmons.
Deputy Assistant
Director.

Encl. 999121
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REPORT ON LEATHERWOOD NATIONAL MONUMENT

PERRY COUNTY - KENTUCKY
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£ : UNITED STATES

L ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOE | Copy
NATTONAL PARK SERVICE
BRANCH OF PLANNING
EXTENSION DIVISION

PROPOSED NATIONAL PARKS AND MONUMENTS

Name of Project: Leatherwood Forest.
Location - Kentucky, Perry County.n 30 miles south of Hayard, Xy.
Area - Total approxe. 2200 acres. Approxs 344 square miles.
Boundaries =
Recommended : The particular tract of land recommended for acquisition -~
is kmown as the Kentucky Union tracs. It is bounded on the east by Lynn Fork of
Leatherwood Creek; on the south by the crest of the divide separating Leatherwood
Creek and the Line Fork of the Kentucky River; on the west by Clover Fork of
Leatherwood Creek; on the north by a line commecting Lynn and Clover Works of
Leatherwood Creek. (See Map)e It will be necessary to obtain both wides of the -
ridge separating Clover and Lynn Forks in order o give protection to the area from
mineral claims.
Accessibility:
Railway =~ Louisville & Nashville RR to Cormettsville, Kye., 12 miles from
the area,
Highway - Kentucky Highway 15 to Jeff, Kye., 22 miles from the area;
County Highway, graded to Daisy, Ky. (10 miles distant);
County Highway, ungraded, to junction of Lymn Fork & Leather-
wood Creek (2 miles distambt):  the dirt road is passable
about eight months of the year,
Airline - Nomne
Waterway- None
Major Characteristics: ~
ls Scenic Features =
Topography ~ The area is in the heart of Cumberland mountains,
although not in that part having the greatest elevation, The
country is fairly rugged, with timbered ridges, separated by
narrow valleyss This particular locality is at the extreme
headwaters of the Worth Fork of the Kentucky River. It is very
close to Pine Noumbain (12 miles) which is the d1v1de between
the Kentucky and Cumberland River Basins,
Scenic features here are not exceptional. They do not compare
favorably with certain other localities in the Cumberland Renge.
Blevation - The difference in elevation in the area under dis-~
cussion is approximately 400 feet. The crest of the highest
ridge which would be included in these boundaries is approximate-
ly 2800 feet above sea level,
Plant Cover = The entire area is heavily timbered with a virgin
mixed deciduous and coniferous forest. This is the grimary
feature of the area. Tor details see paragraphs Hos. & and 5
of this reports : : '
Permenent water sufficient for the needs of wildlife is present
in Lynn and Clover Forks of Leatherwood Creek. The wabter supply

is not of such a nature as to be of use for fishing, drinking, bath-

ing or other human uses.
2. Historical or prehistoric feabtures -

This area has indirect historical value. Volumes have been writ-

ten concerning the character of the primitive wilderness as seen
by Daniel Boone .and the early sebtlers of Kenbucky upon reaching
Cumberland Gap. Barly writings lead us to believe thabt a hard-
wood forest extended over a large part of the Northeast Territory
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and the states of Kentucky and Tennessee, Far less than
one percent of this forest is existent. The Leatherwood
Area is a part of this virgin forest. It seems logical
and desirable that a remnant of this once large acreage be
preserved in its original status.

Be  Geological feabures -
The oubcroppings are all of sandstone and shales of The
Pennsylvania Bra. -Some fossil plants were noted.

4, Recreational possibilities -
Wational - Nobt compatible with project

i 1

Local - " !

Estimated population within a radius of 50 miles = 400,000
" 1 1 1 " 100 " 1,250,000
" 1 i 1 " 200 i 25 500,000

5¢ Biological features :

aes Vegebabive - The area represents a Typical ecological
association, It is a climax mesophytic forest. The
principal trees are tulip (Liriodendron tulipifera), white
osk (Quercus alba), chestnut osk (Q.monbara), beech (Fagus
grendifolia), hemlock (Tange canddensis), and basswood

(Tilia sp.) These trees are large and mature. The canopy -
is practically unbroken on northern exposure slopes result-
ing in a.woodland with very little demse undergrowth. (n
~southern exposure slopes the undergrowbth is heavy. This

is partly due to the fact that btrees never were as thick

here and partly to the loss of the chestnut from blight.
There is some difference in species due to elevation; notably
the chestnut oak replacing white oak near crests of the ridges.
The forest presents an appearance of exbreme old age and is
typical of a tyme long since removed from most of our counbry.
It should be of greatest interest to students of ecology.

be Wildlife: In common with all other areas in Bastern
Kentucky most game species have long since been eliminated.
There is evidence of the presence of the usual species of

the small memmels indigenous to the region and this type of
habitat. There was evidence of an abundence of forest
dwelling bird species, reptiles and amphibians. There is

no habifat for aguatic forms., Restoration of many forms

of wildlife once native is not practical because of the
limited size of the proposed area.

Need for Conservabion: One of the very few tracts of virgin deciduous
remaining in ‘the Appalachiens and as such should be preserved intact.

telative importance in comparison with areas of similar nature else-
The writer of this, report kmows of no similar area elsewhere,

Possible develoment -
Recreational facilities - llot compatible with project.

Utilities - Water supply - sufficient for terrestrial wildlife,

Light and Power facilities: None needed.

Parking space, capacity: llone recommendeda

Campground sites, capacibty: Camping not compatible with the nature
of this virgin forest. ‘

Sewage disposal facilities: lNone needed.
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Capaciby for handling of visitors: Character of the project in
itself requires very limited humen use of the area,

Practicability of administration and protection: Single caretaker
needed to protect the area from vandalism, There is mno evidence of fire
ever having occurred. Caretaker should be a combination of administrator,
ranger, and guide,

Other land uses =
Mining resources: This area is reported to be underlaid with rich
-deposits of coal, The mining rights are controlled by the Kentucky
River Coal Company, of Lexington, Ky.

Agricultural resources: Hone
Grazing:  None
Cultivated Crops:  None

Timbers Timber rights are controlled by the Leatherwood Lumber
Company which is operating a camp at Daisy, Ky.

Hunting and Fishing uses:  No fishing possible, IHunting should
be prohibited.

Power resources: None
Irrigation resources: None .«

Ownership:
Railways Hone
State None
Municipalities None
Private 2200 acres
Total alienated lands et e e -
Mining claims: Hone
Grazing permits end withdrawals lone
Power permits None
Total permit acreage e
Wational forest lands ~ None
Public domain " None
Reclamation projects Wone
Indien lands None
Total public lands it
Total acreage 2200 acres

Land values: Exclusive of timber and mineral rights the land is
practically valueless and could possibly be purchased for §1.00 per acre.

History of project: TFor several decades title to this land has
been tied up by litigation., Most of the timber was removed from adjoin-
ing lands about forty years ago., These adjoining lands are new covered
with good second growth timber which is being logged. '

(1)

About thirty years ago the Leatherwood Lumber Company acquired
the timber rights to the entire watershed of Leatherwood Creek; about



twenby-eight years ago timbering operations were commenced and have con-
tinued sporadically. At the present time the timber along Clover Fork
(see map), which is adjoining to Lynn Fork, is being cut.

Mr. Ro L. Ellis, of the Leatherwood Lumber Comparny, advised that
the particular timber with which this report is concerned may be cut in
1936.

The Leatherwood Lumber Company acquiréd  the timber rights from
the Eentucky River Coal Company. The latter concern owns the land and
mineral rights end assured the writer that they intend mining the coal
from under this tract some time in the future. '

Local attitude: Local citizens interested in the size of the
trees, but only mildly inberested in their preservation.

Persons interested: A select few conservationists, scientists
and students, (See attached list).

Itinerary:

July 17th = William J. Howard, iegional Wildlife Technician, Fifth
Region, and Fred 1f, Mutchler, Asst, Wildlife Technician, F'ifth
Region, arrived in Hagard, Perry County, Kentucky, in the
evening and spent the night there.

July 18%th - @raveled by automobile on Kentucky State lighway 15 to
Jeff, Kentucky (6 miles); thence on graded dirt road to the
Camp of the Leatherwood Lumber Cos., Daisy, fentucky (14 miles).
Interviewed lir. R. L. Ellis, Vice~President and General llanager,
gave pertinent informabtion concerning history, location, and
extent of the area and activities of the Lumber Co. A guide
was furnished gratis by lire Ellis; travelled by automobile on
ungraded dirt road up the Leatherwood Creek bed to the mouth of
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood Creek (8 miles); thence on foot into
the heart of the tract of virgin timber (2 miles); spent six
hours meking a reconnaissance and photographing the area; re-
turned to Hazard, Kenbucky.

July 19th - Hazard, Kentucky - obtained maps of Perry County, Kentucky
to use in report and other information necessary for report,
fravelled by sutomobile to Lexington, Kentucky. Spent night
there. ik

July 20th - Lexington, Kentucky. Interviewed officiasls of the Kentucky
River Coal Company, J. N. Camdon and G. T. Howard. Received
informetion concerning owmership and mineral deposits and other
pertinent data for use in the report. Returned to Louisville,
Kye, official headquarters of Mr, Fred M. lutchler, and prepared the
report.

July 2lst - Louisville, Kentucky. Finished work on report.

Bibliography: See attached speech by L., Lucy Braun, University of

: Cincinnati "Save the Big Trees" in Leatherwood,
Perry County.
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"Save the Big Trees" in Leatherwood, Perry County.

A talk given at the spring meeting of the Garden
Club of Kentucky, at Millersburg, March 20, 1935.

By
E. Iucy Braun, University of Cincinnati,

Down in the southern part of Perry County, on Lynn Fork of
Leatherwood Creek, is one of the most beautiful tracts of virgin
forest I have ever seen. For some time I had heard of the "big
poplar® of Perry County, and it was while on the quest for this

that I saw this magnificent forest. It occupies the left fork of

Iynn Fork and for some two miles we walked through untouched
forest, following a faint trail which led to the "big poplarh, a
gigantic tulip tree nearly 24 feet in circumference, breast high,
It took five people with arms outstretched to reach around the
tree, This gigantic trunk towered upward, umnbranched, to such

heights that it was impossible to distinguish the leaves of the crown.

Nowhere east of California have I seen such a gigantic tree. And
this was only one of many 1a;'ge trees.

The forest contains a variety of trees -- tulip trees, oaks,
beech, sugar maple, hemlock =-- all large. Oftentimes we see
tracts of so-called virgin forest from which this or that tree
has been removed; or if the canopy is intact, with the under-
growth ruined by grazing or by rooting hogs. But no so herses
Nothing has ever disturbed this area; the luxurieice of the un-
dergrowth is beyond description, There is a wealth of herbac-
eous plants, and beautiful wild flowers and ferns are everywhere.
The whole place is awe-inspiring in its beauty and grandeur.

Very few virgin forest areas remain. Of the original for-
est of Kentucky, less than two per cent remains in such condi-
tion that it can be classed as old-growth forest; and only a small
part of this is really virgin. The Lyhn Fork forest is one of
these, o

Why not save a piece of your native country, your native
state, in its original condition as a monument to the original
beauty and grandeur of your forests, Jjust as you save on histor-
ical shrine?

Nowhere in the whole world is there the equal in beaubty and
magnificence of our eastern deciduous forest. It is unexcelled.
And in Kentucky and Tennessee this deciduous Forest reached its
superlative development. So by saving a piece of Kentuckyts
virgin forest you would be saving a forest outstanding of its
kind, :
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Our pioneer ancestors moved westward through this trackless
forest. We have hardly a remnant left to show what that country
they traveled through was like, what hardships, what problems
confronted these hardy pioneers. Is there anything left in the
Blue Grass to give even an idea of the original condition when the
settlers came? FNothing. It is too late now in the Blue Grass to
have an area perpetuating original conditions but not so in the
eastern part of the state. Some virgin forest still remains there.

How shall we go about saving this forest; these grand trees?
Several methods suggest themselves:
1, Make the areas a state park.

But, the beautiful delicate undergrowth, trampled by
many feet, over-run by picnickers, could not long endure. The
"development" to which all state parks are rightly exposed - the
road to make access easy, the many paths, would at once destroy
the primitive wilderness which is one of the awe-inspiring features
of this remote tract. The publicity surrounding the establishment
of a state park, the ease of access which would soon follow "develop-
ment! would result in the place being visited by hordes of people.
And we all know that there are many who go to parks because they are
parks, not for any real love and appreciation of the beauty and
sublimity of nature. We want State Parks and more of them, but for
the preservation of this particular area, a State Park will not suffice.

2. A second method suggests itself:

Make the area a State Forest. State forests do not
receive the publicity which is the lot of state parks. But to
make this area a state forest would defeat our purpose for it is
in accordance with good forestry practice to cut mature brees.
And these grand old trees are mature -~ but untouched they can
live on for many scores of years. This should not be taken in
any way as criticism of state forests. They are splendid things.
But, remember, the functions of state forests have this afternoon
been stated as being (1) timber production, (2) erosion control,
(3) recreation, and (U4) fish and game. They should pay for them-
selves in the returns they yield., Butbt if this area yields a re=-
turn in money then it no longer will be the area we are trying
to saves

The enabling bill now before Congress for Federal
aid in the establishment of State Forests is a good thing and
needs your support -~ but it is entirely distinct from the pro-
blem of saving the Lynn Forest.

One other point which applies alike to State Parks and
State Forests -~ and that is that state policies are subject to
radical changes with changing administrations. Policies do not
endures

-
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3. There is left a third way:

Include this area in a National Forest and designate
it a primitive area to remain forever untouched as an example of
America's primitive wilderness. This is an established policy
of the Forest Service and has a recent precedent in the Tionesta
Creek forest of western Pennsylvania —=- a virgin forest tract re-
cently acquired and met aside as a permanent preserve.

Considerable area in the mountains of -Kentucky comes within
the limits of the proposed purchase wnits of the new Cumberland
National Forest. One great tract of this proposed National Forest
stretches from Morehead southwestward to the Tennessee boundary.
Other lesser areas are farther east; one includes some land in
Perry County, but the boundary is -east of the Lynn Fork area, but
not far from it. The method would be to have the boundary of the
new national forest extended to include Lynn Fork. Now can this
be done? Let me read two paragraphs from a letter from the Amer-
ican Forestry Associationt

A1l of this land and the boundaries of the proposed Cumber-
land National Forest are a few miles east of the virgin forest
tract described and mapped by you.

"Acquisition of such lands as you have in mind would prove
exceedingly expensive. ‘However, if sufficient public opinion were
reflected tc the Kentucky Representatives and Senators in Con-
gress, they could probably be influential in extending the boundar-
ies so that eventual purchase would be possible. It really think
that is the best way to work it oube™

If sufficient pressure is brought to bear =- if we want this
badly enough -~ we can get ite

We must act quickly before it is cut -- the timber rights are
held by the Leatherwood Lumber Company who are no¥ cufting in the
next branch. Remember, timber rights and land are held separately
and to secure the land is not to secure the timber.

By 21l means, this project is worthy of your greatest efforts.
Nowhere not even in the Great Smoky Mountains, have I seen a more
beautiful forest or larger trees.

Let us work together to save this area.



LIST OF INTERESTED PARTIES

E. Lucy Braun, University of Cincinnati

Mrs. RBdge, Emergency Conservation Committee
Tom Wallace, Editor of Louisville (Ky.) Times
“ Eugene Stuart, Secretary Louisville Auto Club
Miss Pettitt, Lexington, Ky.

Annette Braun, University of Cincinnati

K. G. McConnel, Kentucky State Forester
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ILeatherwood Creek. Thig stream is shallow and
parts of its bed are used as a roadway to get
to Leatherwood Forest.

Lynn Fork -of Leatherwood Creek. This is the
stream which drains part of the Leatherwood
Forest.



A view in the Leatherwood
Forest. The tulip tree

in the left background is
approximately twelve feet
in circumference.,

A view down the valley of
Leatherwood Creek. At the
rear and to the right of the
photographer is the entrance
to the Leatherwood Forest.
This photograph illustrates
the primitive character of
the agriculture in this com-
munity. The corn field in
the foreground is about 150
high and must be climbed

to get to the forest.




The character of the cover
varies according to the
exposure of the slope and
the altitude.

Many of the tulip trees in
Leatherwood Forest are ten,
twelve and fifteen feet in
circumference. The largest
one, the "Big Tree'", is
twenty-three feet in circum-
ference breast high.




These two photogrephs give
an idea of the density of
ground cover, which is
rather sparse, because of
the unbroken canopy of
this climax forest,




DATE NO.
REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP
NAME OF REQUESTOR AGENCY OR ADDRESS
UNITS OF SERVICE SOURCE OF REQUEST (Check)
INFORMATION RECORDS NA Administrative Use
SERVICE FURNISHED | TEXTUAL, STILL MOTION SOUND Agency of Origin
(Number of replies) {Number of | PICTURES, ETC. PICTURES RECORDINGS
items) (Number (Number (Number Other Government
WRITTEN ORAL of pages) of feet) of feet) Nongovernment
REQUEST HANDLED BY
RG NO. STACK AREA ROW COMPARTMENT SHELF OUTCARD NO.
1Q jS© F 3¢ 5"

RECORD IDENTIFICATION

Rox VX

Furg
AN .
NS L ¢ ATHERLOED N AT ondr (NoN waEnT («1) 143e
2

RECEIVED BY DATE RETURNED TO | DATE

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION DO NOT REMOVE FROM RECORDS NA FORM 14001 (11-85)




ofsyiw L UNITED STATES
Ty DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
o e UNATIONALIPARK
FILE NO.
LEATHERWOOD TRACT
Kentucky
IMPORTANT
This file constitutes a part of the official records of the Ben H. Thompson

National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.
All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity.of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,
Director.

T. 8- GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 6—7410



UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY—BIOLOGY BUILDING

1 Wational éé;ﬁ; Service
| Wildlife Division

| aset K

Tt

| ‘f%@_m},;};ﬂom |

)3 |Cabedann | VHE

] | T - i.
Cincinnati, | OhlHely: L

August 5, 1935,

Mr. Victor H. Cahalane,
Acting Chief,

Wildlife Division,
National Park Service,
Washington, D.C.

Dear IMr. Cahalane:

Reference is made to your letter of July 27 to
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Miss Katherine Pettit of Lexington, Ky. (a copy of which was sent
me) concerning the Leatherwood Creek tract in Perry Co., Ky.

The national reservationswhich have been set
aside to perpetuate for future generations certain assets of our
country include many diverse types of areas —— both scenic and

historic.

Very few have been established to preserve samples of

original vegetation, yet this is fast disappearing, in fact almost

gone in the East and Middle West.

The conditions which the

original settler#found. and which are referred to in their chronicles,

are almost beyond picturing today.

It is Jjust as important that

we have national monuments established to save examples of our
virgin forests which the éitlers of the Ohio Valley and the Blue
Grass pushed through; of the prairie which the hardy pioneer of

Lincoln's boyhood days invaded, as it is
monuments of battlefields, of springs of
pioneers (as Pipe Springs), or of scenic
become a definite policy. Why not save
country, in its original condition, as a

that we have national
importance to western
areas. This should

a plececof our native
monument to the original

beauty and grandeur of our forests, to the problems of the pioneers
in crossing the trackless forests, just as we save an historical

ghrine?

It would have Jjust as much of historic value, and in

addition the aesthetic values of untouched nature, and the scientific
values that only natural areas can give as records of the long-time

operation of the forces of nature.

There is precedent for
National Monument for the avowed purpose
vegetation -— in Papago Sahuaro National
Canyon,

the establishment of a
of saving a. type of
Monument and in Palm

Why not make this a policy before it is too lates, and

have national monuments scattered about the country to perpetuate

examples of each and every type of vegetation.

This would by no

means be a lowering of National Park standards, which must be

maintained.

Any examples, to be selected, should be in virgin



condition and maintained so, with a minimum of disturbance. They
should be superlative examples of their type, in so far as the
geographic area is concerned.

The Lynn Fork of Leatherwood area in Perry County,
Kentucky, meets all these conditions. It is a superlative example
of deciduous forest, unexcelled even in the Great Smokies. It ‘
contains the largest tulip poplar tree in Kentucky, and probably
the largest in existence (larger ones have been cut, but in so far
as I can ascertain, none larger is: still standing). It contains
a large variety of forest types depicting all the variations
related to physiography -— forest of "bottoms,"™ of ravines, of
north and south slope, east and west slope, ridge: top; it has a
ground cover of rare beauty, unspoiled by grazing or human inter-
ferencs.

The location of the area under consideration can
be ascertained from the accompanying tracing of the lower middle
third of the Cornettsville, Ky., topographic sheeb. My suggestion
is the entire drainage basin of Lynn Fork as this is: a natural unit.

There is urgent need for early action. The area
is in the hands of a lumber company =-- the Leatherwocd Lumber Co.,
Daisy, Ky., of which Mr. Raymond Ellis is Superintendént -— and
cutting is now in progress in Clover Fork, the next tributary of
Leatherwood Creek (see map).

I would appréciate it if this letter can be
submitted to the proper authorities.

Sincerely yours,

g

E. Lucy Braun,
Associate Professor of Botany

2702 May Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio



Please return theée reports to
the National Park Service when

they heve served their purpose.







v

PETIA o)
A .

THE PRESENT EMERGENCY

‘The Save-Kentucky's-Primeval-Forest League, organ-—
ized in Lexington, Ky., on December 4, 1935, is raising
money to purchase the forest of Lynn Fork of Leatherwood.
It is the intention of this League to give this tract into
the care of the National Park Service to be maintained
as a Nétional Primeval Monument, to be kept for all time
as an inviolate preserve, forever untouched, forever

unmodified by man, a true monument of primeval forest.



THE PRESENT EMERGENCY

An area of deciduous forest on Lynn Fork of Leather-
wood in Perry Couﬁty, Kentucky, has been located which is
a superlative example of America's virgin hardwood forest.
It is this tract of virgin fofest which presents an

emergency demanding immediate action.

This Lynn Fork forest is one of the finest, if not
the finest forest tract remaining in the deciduous forest
area of the United States. It lies at an elevation lower
than any of the virginvforest.of the Great Smoky Mountains.
It represents, as does no area yet saved for posterity, the
forests of the great dissected plateau region to the west
of the Appalachians.

Well up toward the head of one of the ravines, at an
elevation of about 1800 to 2000 feet, is a remarkable grove
of tulip trees where hundreds of towering columng 10 to 24

feet in circumference rise above the crowns of other trees.



In the midst of this, and giant of them all, is America's

largest tulip tree, 38 feet around at its base, 24 feet

around breast high, and towering 80 feet to its first branch.

The tract as a whole is a mixed hardwood forest in
which, in addition to tulip, are white oak, sugar maple,
beech, basswood, red oak, chestnut oak, cucumber, and many
other species of lesser importance. According to timber
cruising figures, tulip poplar constitutes nearly thirty
percent. of the total stand. In certain parts of the
tract it forms sixty percent of the stand —— huge towering
columns, a truly magnificent sight. |

In ravines and on sheltered rocky slopes a large
admixture of hemlock introduces a different aspect, enhanc-
ing the variety of the forest, increasing its density.
Here the forest is unbelievably dense, and the lighter,
summer—-green undergrowth gives way to Rhododendron. On
drier slopes chestnut oak prevails, its columnar trunks and
arching branches recalling that the forest.priméval was the
inspiration for Gothic architecture.

At lower elevations in the forest white oaks, reaching
a diameter of 4 feet, assume great importance, lending an

aspect not represented in any permanent reservation in the

deciduous forest area of America.

Another unusual feature is the wealth and beauty of
the herbaceous vegetation which is exceedingly luxuriant;

it would be difficult to find its equal. So many forests



in the eastern mountains have hogs and cattle running through
them; 1f this ever has, it certainly does not show for it
now. It is beautiful‘——-ferns and orchids and a wealth

of wild flowers.

While classed as mixed hardwood forest, the composi-
tion varies with the site. The area includes slopes of
all exposure, and "bottoms.® Hence it offers an unex-
celled demonstration of the interrelations of slope expo-
sure and forest composition.

The area 1is located some fifteen miles (on an air-
line) southeast of Hazard in Perry County on Lynn Fork,

a tributary of Leatherwood Creek, which enters North
Fork Kentucky River at Cornettsville. The tracing (from
the Cornettsville Topographic Sheet, U.5. Geol. Survey)
shows the extent of the proposed inviolate preserve, an
area of approximately 2500 acres. The boundaries shown
here are for the most part natural ones —— ridge tops
forming the divides belween tﬁe drainage of Lynn Fork
and adjacent creeks.

The timber rights are owned by the Leatherwood Lumber
Company, with offices at Daisy, Ky. The land and mineral
rights are owned by the Kentucky River Coal Company and
Kentucky-West Virginia Gas Company.

Only immediate action can save this remarkable area
from destmuction, for it is included in the 1936 lumbering

program of the Leatherwood Lumber Company.



So little remains of virgin hardwood forest that
few people have aﬁy conception of what it is. The forests
of the Smokies are, by most people, believed to be some- ‘
thing apart, something different, something to be expected
only in the mountain fastnesses of this rugged mountain
mass . This Kentucky area lies in the Cumberland Plateau,
that great barrier to pioneer migrations from Virginia
to the Middle West. It shows, as the Smokies do not,
what the nature of the forest was through which those
hardy pioneers 6f Daniel Boone's day pushed their way,
and in which many stopped and established their modest

homes. Lynn Fork is the finest remaining low altitude

forest in the mixed deciduous forest region of America.
Historically, aesthetically, scientifically, the

Lynn Fork of Leatherwood forest is deserving of recog-

nition as a worthy member of the National Primeval

Monuments of the United Statéé.
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Map showing location and extent of
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood virgin forest
(outlined in red); and location of the
*big poplar® (x). Tracing from the
Cornettsville Topographic sheet,
U.8. Geol., Survey.. .




The big poplar.
The largest tree in the Lynn Fork tract and

probably the largest living tulip tree in North America.
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Big trees and small, and abundant undergrowth;

features of an undisturbed forest. The trees here

are beech, tulip and sugar maple.
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Huge towering columns, a truly magnificent sight.
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Higher slopes facing southwest support

magnificent stands of chestnut oak, The ever-

green mountain laurel prevails in the undergrowth,
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GRIAT SNOEY ROURTAIER HaPlol:d pal
Gatlinburg, Tennesses

REPORT ON FRELIMIRARY SURVEY
of the ;
LEATHERWQUD POREST TRACT,
Pearey Counby, Lentueky,
by

H. ¥, Jeunison and Willis m&

LI
GERERAL COMMIENTS

Upon the reguest eof iy, Gsorge Wright, ¢hief, wildlife Divismion,
the writers wmsde e joint investigetion of the lesstherwood Forest Traet,
in Southeastern Kentucky, on Sepbembeyx L9, 30 snd Oetober 1. The invest-
igotion was made with specisl reference to the question of making recOum-
mendations for or sgainet $hy sequisition of this forest by the Federsl
Governmemt as = Bational Sonusent o otlar reserys.

The lastberseod Porest le in the Souibhsrn end of Perxy County, lsn~
tucky, nesrly thivty miles by road, southwest of ¥hitesbursg, snd sbout
the some distence soutiesst of Huuzerd, Kenbucky. The sarliey veport of
Hilliem J. Howsrd, Reglomsl %ildlife Techuicien, end Fred H. akchler,
dssistant ¥ildlife Teckniclen, end ifseluding s copy of Dr. 6. lucy Brousn’s
s@dvens to the Gepden Club of Kesboeky, et Sillersburg, Meveh 28, 1005,
with edditionsl lsbters snd meps, wes ovelluble sad proved weny helpful
in sur surwvey. This report is comprohensive and covers the ssversl pheses
of the subject ss fully es possible in o briefd survey of this type. Dete
on the history, sceessibility, end wejor cherecteristics of the sres e
~sufficiently well wovered im the pepord of Howsrd and Mubchler, so theti
o repatiticon hereln svous WANEOSSSEEY e '

The deairebility of presserving wneltersd o bouwndsry of the wvirgin
Rentucky forest, s it existed when Denlel Doune ond his contemporavies
firet penstreted the erse csmpot be questioned. I% I not heowsn by ue
whethor & lerger or move representabive treset of virgin herdwood forest
exists in Hentucky or In other purts of the Jumberlondss Such inloemz-
tion would have sm importent bowering on the disposition tomerds this pegr-
tiouler tract. Some provision for sdeguete preservation emd protechion
of such en uwres is urgend 1T this sype of wilderness is to continus o
pert of our netionsl heritage.




There is & limit to what should be peid as a price for such a
tract as the leatherwood Forest, but if some two thousand acres in
thie region can be acquired for a total expenditure of {B0,000 to
§75,000, it would, taking all things end the fuiure into considera-

“tion, be well worith the price. It would seem o us thal the acgui-

sition of this tract might well come within the bounds of HOW approw
priations and sincs 0 deley further considerstion end purchsse by
the State of Kentucky would probably not check lumbering operations
in the vicinity in time to prevent the logging of this trect, it is
hoped thaet the Federal Covernment can meke funds aveilable for such
& purchase,

Boosuse of the Tact that the area is not perticularly outstende
ing and does not measure up to National Park stendards, it secms
sensible to suggest thet this tract, 1f acovirsd, be designeied os
a Nationsl Monumend.

ITINERARY

We left Knoxville, Tennessee, September 29, et 10 A, M., srriv-
ing Waitesburg, Kentucky, at 8:30 P.i. Ieaving Whitesbury the fol~
lowing moming, we went by weay of Kentucky No. 15 twelve miles, to
the junction of Eantucky No. 7; thence to Blackey and Cornebtsville
along the North Fork of the Xentuecky RBiver. The river, which was
very low, together with the brown parched fields, indicated e long
dry period. it lestherwood Orsek, epproximately #9 miles from Whites-
burg, we turned left and proceeded up the cresk, om u rough and crook~
ed vounty: voud, peet Dsisy, whers ibs leatherwood lumber Cowpany opsr-
ates & sawnill. This county romd, 8 miles long, crosses ond follows
the creek bed in meny places.

The narrow gauge trecks of the Lumbering Company's railroad sre
leid in the creek bed for considersble of the distence, It eppeared
that the road would be impassable for a good pert of the year. The
road ends approx&mn‘aely one-half mile Trom the boundery of nmin
timber.

The writers spent eight hours om the trsct, covering beiween nine
and ben miles by foot. We lefi the iract at 6:00 P.NM,, just as dark-
nsss descended, and retursed %o Yhitesbury, srriving st 8:00 P.i.




SUMM/ARY AND FINDINGS

The boundary of virgin forest under consideration ogcuples the
water shed of Lynn Fork of leatherwtod Creek, plus the Lick Fork
drainage of Clover Creek. It is a remuent of the once vest and mage
nificent forests ¢f the dissected Cumberland Plateau. The heart of
the tract wppears to be in much the condition in which white men
found 1%, This primitive portion probebly doss not cover more than
1200 acres, Howewver, it is surrounded by forest which has been
altered only = little by very selective lumbering so as 10 moke a
boundary of desirable forest of approximstely 2000 scres. The fore
est is typicel of that whieh formerly clothed this entize portion of
fentral Hastern United States., The fovest is chiefly mixed mesophybic,
with o dominence of hardwoods, with pines end hemlocks occurring on the
drior ridges and in the domper coves, respectively. Chestaut occurs
only sparingly snd in no place in sufficient quantities %o constitute
a fire hazard, There is evidence of fire having occurred over the
tract in times past, but no serious dsmage or slteration resulted.
Pives heve at one tisme or another entered practicelly every bit of
forest land in the east, s0 that this is not a discrediting feature.

The dominant trees of the slopes are besch snd ample, with o
good representation of yellow popler end hemlogk. On the ridges osk
and sowr gum essume dominence, with pine snd other moisture telersnt
species entering lrregularly. Visitors come to the tract principally
to see a lerge yellow poplar which is growing on the head of Youngs
Branch, in spproximastely the cenier of the trect. This tree nmeoasures
23 fest in cireumference, breast high. I% is solid end in good condi-
tion, The trunk resches spproximstely sizty feet to the first limk of
gize, Several other nice poplars up to five feet in dismeter sre found
nesrby and in similer east and north fecing hollows,., In addition fo
the poplar, the tract contains oubstanding specimens of white osk. iany
of these trees are from three to four fest In diometer, and the finest
of the specles to be found. Meny of thess are oulside The boundary of
the purely virgin Toresb. ="

The understory is fairly open, except along the streams, where
Rhododendron meximum snd Kelmis sre dominent, The greatest luxurience
of herbaceous understory ground cover occurs on east fazeing alopes and
coves, Here %wo species of ferns, Asplenium snsustifolium and Aspidium
Goldiantm,. Ocecur in relative abundance,

The stresms are umusually smell considering the character of the
forest and fact that the arss is credited with some fortyfive inches of
- reinfall annually. &t the time of the survey nons were Tlowing. Thus
no development of the stresms is poseible. The sres is practicelly
devoid of springs.




From the feaunal aspect, the srea offers less bhan 1% does from
the vegetational, Probably white-tailed deer snd sestern blsek besr
are exbtinct, as well as the timber wolf and couger, 4 local rvesident
reported that wild turkeys were still found "back on %he mounbain®,
but were too wild to ‘be approached within gunshot, end thet ved fexes
wore falrly commen. We fluched five ruffed grouse and ssw signs of
ragoon and Opossum. Gray squirrels, chickerses and esstern chipmunks
were seen in satisfactory nunbers.

The foellowing birds were recorded: Osroline wren, Csroline chitl-
adees, tufted titmouse, Kenbucky werbler, pleated woodpocker, herwit
thrush, downy woodpecker, towhee, blue jey, whito-bressted nuthateh,
These are species typical of the Southern Appelachians,

. Gome demege to the forset has resulted from hogs, which have
rosmed over the entire tract. Bxeluding these bessts is o mwamw, is
th@ originel wwr of the forest floor is to be melotelined,

Certain of the higher xiﬁg«aﬁwa am approximately 2500 feet sbove
sea level, The c¢roek bottoms are from H00 to 780 fesl lowsrs Sxcept
for the presence ¢f & greater or lesser spount of humws in the surfaece
layers, the soll is of g sendy-grevelly natuye, compossd largely of decrepi~
tated sandstons, '

COMPARTSON WITH THE FORESTS OF GREAT SVOKY NMOUNTATNG NATIONAL PARK

A direct comparison cannet end should not be made betwsen these ersas,
any more than between Sequoie and Genersl Grant Watiomsl Parks in Celifor-
unie, where a somgwhat similer situetion existe.

There are meny coves in the OGreat Smokies which heye essentially the
plant species found in this port of the Cunberlends. There ere yellow
poplar trees approximsbely se large and in greater numbers. There ave,
however, notable differences in the compo@ition snd srrengement of the
Plove, Possibly the Isatherwood Traet offers better exomples of the beseh~
-meple olimex than does the Suokies, The white oales in this pert of the
Cusberlsnds are wmore megnificent then those iun the Smokies, while birches
are practically sbsent from the flors. Spruce and fir ere, of course, absent.
The srea is veluable by way of compevison, but its preservation should nod
depend on apparcnt differences. or similerities to the Grest Smokies.
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUMMARY

3 If enything is to be done toward the acquisition of this tract,
it must be done prowpitly. Iumbering opsrations are now in progress
in watersheds on either side. A narrow geuge railroed is now laid o
within one mile of the traet. IV is reported that the company hold-
ing the $imber rights expects o carry ites operations to completion.
¥e were unable to contact the compsny's Vice Presidenmt, Mr., R, L, Ellis.

2 An investigetion ue to the coval mining possibilities and inter-
ests should be mede by someone capable of judglng those resources
in the field, in so far as that is possible.

Se Lend in addition to that covered with the purely virgin forest
should be acquired in order to furnish adeguate protection $o the
valueble nucleus, While it is impossible to meke finel recommends-

. tions et this time, it is our opinion that ridgetops rather then
streans shonld serve as boundaries whenever possible, This is eés-
pecially true pince the stresms ere so smell, and becsuse lumbering
operations usuelly oceupy en entirve drainege, if et all., We believe
that the divide between 014 House ¥ranch and the left Fork of Iymn
Fork should be the esst boundary; the county line the boundery on
the south; the western boundary should include the upper drainage of
Lick Fork, at lemst all the portions which ére virgin; thence the
line to follow across t0 and north snd enst 68 the Lyan Fork-~{lover
Fork Divide, although fmcertalnly determined, a logirval unortheescst
line is one teken across country joining the highest peints on the
014 House = left Lynn Pork Divide, and the Iymnn fork-Clover Fork
Divide. This extension of the bounderies, =e proposed by Howerd end
Mutchler, includes dnly two small mountein farms, both of which are
barely enebling theilr tensuts t0 meke a liviag., Otherwise, only
near-virgin forest is included. Some edditional field work should
be done before boundary lines sre definltely drawn.

ey, If acquired, no development should be plamned, It will probebly
be pecessery to improve the old county roed, in some places to put
it on a new location, in order o provide o means of getting to the
forest. No truck or horse trails should be duilt inside the boundary.
A muaber of old foot treils now penstrebe the forest, ./ reasonsble
amount of protechion only is necessary: '
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& good example of the vove hardwood forests on this traote Deech and maple
are dominants, with o good representetion of yellow poplay, oaks, maples
gnd hemloovks

The large vellow poplays This

troge id over 235 foet DBH, and

pronches 60 feek or more to the
first liuwbe
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Viow Bast from the rldge bedtwess lgmn York and Younge Hvanchs

View of the laft lyun Pork dralnages The ridge %o the left is proposed
for the eset bouvndayye



New York, November 19th, 1935,

Mr. George M., Wright,

Chief of Wildlife Division,
National Park Service,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wright:

The idea that at least a small portion of the
money available for acquiring historical sites ought
to be expended for some samples of the primeval forests
with which the pioneers of this country had to deal,
is one that I have held for a long time. As I under-
stand it, you hold somewhat similar views,

Is there any present possibility of carrying out
such a plan?

We are confronted with a very urgent and important
problem in eastern Kentucky, that of saving what is per-
haps the most outstanding tract of primeval forest left
in the eastern United States, as yet entirely unspoiled
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