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N'$w Yfttk. City• 

·, 
~ JQ\l f!l-r sen(ling thf.i ~g~~:d '1\'b~tem&:nt cencfJ:rntng 

the; tea.the-tw¢iod fjrf$~ ln ,?erq f;Q'!fflty-1. lt&i,;tu~ky. _?h('-~e·eomit 
O!tnvin~,, m.e ''tih~t t:he ari~a t~ w,nrth • bfilV'~t;)ti.~ll.t'l~g al!l:4 ! • 'thiu.-e• 
f'.QNJ .oal11nt 1t to th.f.> att:e11~io~ «-tt ot1r iv~eh o:€" Ple.nni:n.g tm1eh 
:brifEH:'ftigat:e$ propoe~d P-~~•ior .mo11u.m.ent aretUh lt ;?.$ hGpe-d vha,t 
tht /t'ot'ti"Jt vr:\.ll. turn ·out iQ bEJ tven b,1te~ "b~ MliU! i~M'S 

• aoeount or t.t. •• 

:,.Jou,,_ ilhl>#ti 'Vi.SS.-b the Qth@Jf d(l_y '\'ffl.a ~ Jlea$UlrQ:., I Sll'i~ttftely 
hope that )"(>t'Ut j-.tl;nt. 1;19'ro~gh the ,Jfl,l"'k$ ~- $UffimeP will b.$ a 
proti•bl• 4t'l~ 1l•1s/n~ e.j"9'$trl,u;if$. 11 !!:he~• i,$. mu,¢:h t<IJ sap ·e,ven 
along the 'b.~ten p:atlu,1 buil .$t:Ut mom a,w,;.y .f'r~m. th®n.- Vllth bG-$t 
witl~;lh 

Ben n. 'Tl\omp~on,., 
A()t!1:ng ¢bi.Qt.,, 

Wililifil lllbri$li.O:t;1, 

rf cc Wildlife Division. Wasnington 
Wildlife Division~ Berkeley • 
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11Save the Big Trees" on Leatherwood, 

A talk given at the spring meeting of the Garden Club 
of Kentucky, at Millersburg, March 29, 1935. 

By E. Lucy Braun, University of Cin0innati. 

Down in the southe:rn part of Perry County, on Lynn Fork of 
Leatherwood Creek, is one of the most beautiful tracts of virgin 
forest I have ever seen. For some time I had heard of the "big 
poplar 11 of Perry County, and. it was·while on the quest for this 
that I saw this magnificent forest. It occupies the left fork of 
Lynn Fork and for some two miles we wall{ed through unto1.1ched forest, 
following a faint trail which led to the 11big poplar," a gigantic 
jmlip tree nearly 24 feet in circumference, breast high. It took 
five people with arms outstretched to reach around thE;l tree. This 
gigantic trunk towered upward, unbranched, to such teights that it 
was impossible to distinguish th$ leaves of the crown. Nowhere 
east of California have I seen such a gigantic tree. And this 
was only one of many large trees. 

The forest .contains a variAty ·of trees -- tulip trees' oaks, 
beech, sugar maple, hemlock -- all . large. Ortentimes we see 
tracts of so-called virgin forest fr9m which this or th~t tree has 
been remove~;:ot if the canopy is intact, with. the undergrowth 
ruined by g~a~~pg'or by rooting hogs. But not .so here. Nothing 
has ever distur.bed this area; the luxuriance of,_the undergrowth is 
beyond descrip_tion. There is a weal th of herbaceous plants, and 
beautiful wild .-f-lowers and ferns are everywhere. The whole place 
is awe-inspiring. in its beauty and grande_ur. 

. Very few virgin forest areas remain. Of the original forest 
of Kentucky, less thal). two per cent remains in such condition.that 
it can be classed as old-growth forest; and only a small part of 
this is really virgin. The Lynn Fork forest is one of these. 

Why not save a piece of your native country, your native 
state, in its original condition as a monument to the original 

· beauty and grandeur of your forests, just as you save an hist?rical 
shrine? 

Nowhere in the whol.i.; world is there the· equal in beauty and 
magnificence of our eastern deciduous forest. It is unexcelled. 
And in Kentucky and Tennessee this deciduous forest reached its 
superlative development. So by saving a piece of Kentucky 1 s vir­
gin forest you would be saving a forest outstanding of its kind. 

Our pioneer ancestors moved westward through this trackless 
forest. We have hardly a r~mnant left to show what that country 
they traveled through was like, what hardships, what problems con­
fronted those hardy pioneers. Is there anything left in the 
Blue Grass to give even an idea of the original condition when the 
settlers came? Nothing. It_is too late now in the Blue Grass 
to haye an area perpetuating original conditions, but not so in 
the eastern part of the state. Some virgin forest still remains 
there. 



How shall ve go about saving this forest; these grand trees? 

Several methods suggest themselves: 

1. Make the area a state park. . 
But, the beautiful delicate undergrowth, trampled by many 

feet, over-run by picnickers, could not long endure. The 11devel­
opment 11 to which all State Parks are rightly exposed -- the road 
to make access easy;_the many paths, would at once destroy the 
primitive wilderness which is one of the awe-inspiring features 
of this remote tract .. The publicity surrounding the establishment. 
of a State Park, the ease of access which would soon follow "devel­
opment" would result in the place being visited by hordes of people, 
And we all know that there are many who go to parks because they .: 
are parks, not for any real love and appreciation of the beauty and­
sublimity of natureQ We want State Parks and more of them, but 
for the preservation of this particular area, a State Park will not 
s1,1ffice. 

2. A second method sugEests itself: . 
• Make the area a State Forest. State forests do not receive 

the publicity which is the lot of state parks. But.to make this 
area a state forest would defeat our purpose for it is in accord­
ance with good forestry practice to cut mature trees. And these 
grand old trees are_mature -- but untouched they can ltve on for 
many scores of years. This should not be taken in any way as 
criticism of state forests.. They are splendid things. But, re­
member, the functions of state forests have this afternoon been 
s.tated as being (1) timbe;r production, (2) erosion control, (3) 
recreation, and (4) fish and game. They should pay for thems~lves 
in the returns they yield. But if this area yields a return in 
money then it no longer will be the area we are trying to save. 

The enabling bill now before Congress for Federal aid in the 
establishment of.State Forests is_ a good thing and needs your sup­
port._._ but it is entirely distinct from the problem of saving the 
Lynn Fork forest. 

One other point which applies alike to State Parks and State 
Forests -- and that is that state policies are subject to radical 
cl_langes with changing administrations. Policies do not endure. 

3. There is left a third way: 
• Include this area in.a National Forest and designate it a 

primitive area to remain forever untouched as an example of Ameri­
ca's primitive wilderness. This is an established policy of the 
Forest Service and has a recent nrecedent in the Tionesta Creek 
forest of western Pennsylvania-~ a virgin forest tract recently 
acquired and set aside as a permanent preserve. 



Considerab:J_e area in the mountains of Kentucky comes within 
the limits of the proposed purchase units of the new Cumberland 
National Forest. One great tract of this proposed National For­
est stretches from Morehead southwestward to the Tennessee bounda­
ry. Other lesser 0reas are farther east; one includes some land 
in Perry County, but the boundary is east of the Lynn F9rk area, 
but not far from it. The method would be to have the boundary 
of the new national forest extended to include Lynn Fork. How 
can this be aone? Let me read two paragraphs from a letter from 
the American Forestry Association: 

"All of this land and the bovndaries of the proposed Cumber­
land National Forest are a few miles east of the virgin forest 
tract described and mapped by you.· 

"Acquisition of such lands as you have in mind would prove 
exceedingly expensive. However, if sufficient public opinion 
were reflected to the Kentucky Representatives and Sen 0tors in 
Congress, they could probably be influential in extending the 
boundaries so that eventual purchase would be possible. I really 
think that is the best way to work it out. 11 

If sufficient pressure is brought to bear, -- if we want this 
badly enough -- we can get it. 

We must act quickly before it is cut -- the timber rights are 
held by the Leatherwood Lumber Company who are now_outting in the 
next branch. Remember, timber rights and land are held separately 
and to secure the land is not to secure the timbero 

By all means, this project is worthy of your greatest efforts. 
Nowhere, not even in the Great Smoky Mountains, have I seen a more 
beautiful forest or larger trees. 

Let us work together to save this area . 

• -- --·--- ··---·-·-- ----
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WASHINGTON 

.,,,, ~il.g~ ~t ~h~ -~rg~nei eov.1e:rvat1e>m Comittet, 
ap:Gl!:t ~\lDUt . this ' ~iilhe~oit For•s1~ :l.n Pe<t't1{ (.lo1:1nt;y; ~· 
~•n:tu,¢_._1,. v1h.~n 'lith& ws •. in t:J1rJ atf'!ce ~-Qntly a.nd l:iae 
.$ino-, tomJ>d.td us thf,J •etgt,aph.,d aG:~O\tnt,i;, ! $m 

1WO?ti:{$¢1l:l. l.f. 'ti~ ~tea ~$ht n~t be 'Wf->,ti;b Ul.;"~$tiPJ;1.~i~41 
An;;· ~~t :&f • •i~·~n .:f'ore:~t ~ieh 1$. t\S i!tle:tiiioa,que n.~ 
Mt1u;;, 'llta-un d$~Qtibes. •uld be> -diffl:O\llt· i;;o maintain i.n 

. 1te. pdJne.ul •.an4itiQn unle~$. 'it- i~. ti 4:u•gt ~~ea. ·(>j" .un..,. 
' l~~Uf. i-b, ,eul~ -v~ S()Jli$ 1itM'Wll$ttt ~e.Jl.e;:tlAt!~,:i: ~mi.eh \\V$Uld: 
• ~ep tt. t 1~11i '!iiEt:i,tng. tl~~l;o~~th WhP-the:r .• it: ,hould be ~~te 
-~i-: m~iQl'J41 ~n~~.-a,t,· ffl>Uld o.£ eeu.~ae. @p@ltd upon its 
quali:tie$;• Ai rAfff ~e.•• the ~~ 11 :sea11t f0r y0uir· eon,• 
111-teret.itit«)~, 

!!(itt}. H+ ih.e:mpsou,, 
Ao.tl~g Cht,ef, 

Wild'H.tJ Dlv.itlon •. 

cc Wildlife Division, Washinton 
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U~• •· :Kath :VUl«t· P#'ttbit, 
l11$1'MtJfal O.li ~" 

,ttjsd.Qtml• l<ffli'btttlfl• 

~at' ri,,_. PotM;t,r 

ntte~-.ee. It •de t()i 'fO:trl' 1titer of ,J,1l1 14 tt w,,. Ttwinr,ieon. 

~J.~ · a ()(}fXf$1"1Q..tlon '4th l~o• E4ge, ~ll>Ja.C@~ng t™..l 
~tm~~ 0"8♦k m~ ~ 'Pe~ (Hmaty" KeJntuotq, th des12'«• 
b:i.111:, et dtt1gna·,~ et thl• Ate , .fillJ} a 1,t:a,~, o.t :rii. t1~l 

matnffllat ,_, •~tted t(l ~ ~dou:t otfi<l~ of t Stati» 
Pa~ P11d.l!l,1tn o.f t"he i.'a~tom'l: Jrti,t~ &ow!~• fe,~ l.w4!lli~igft<td,on-, 
A f!$JQ.ri, ._ ~~ k$n itCJ~•19ed C;a ya'b1, bu"t JOU ~- bs W"..ite tl'ffl.t 
•ll 40nt14e~tlen mu. btJ ,gtnn t~ 'th$ mlCl~td.~ tt>.r. th! pireG~~ 
WtU>ft, OI tm:f.4 l111dtff:\$ff ~ .. 

Si12.0~~1)' ':J'G~ 1. 

vt~to,., n., e~~o,.,. 
A~t~ tlth:1•t • 

W!l4lih: Dldsltion. 

cc Mri.C. N. Edge ( /., 
Dr. Lucy Braun /;/ 
Wildlife Division, Washington 
Wildlife Division, Berkeley 
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, Dr,. E, ttteJ Bn.un,., 
tree 11.11. stnot;i 

C!li.olmlati•- Ohio,., 

DEtAI' .ll~*' 18.uti 

Re£~$1C@ iRa md• -to JOIUiJf le.t:tiiiJi Qaf 1.uguat. 5, 4<tecr-ib1l!tg 
th• Lathenff»l)d 0FNk. ihra-<li; :Ln %'el'q <k1tUlt:,., lontuol:;f• 

t~u, l-"•• bu -,49 ii!b.ill ~tlbtl$ f.~ thi1.t ot.fl.01;1, 1 amd I !mow 
l'\$.9 Ulll.dd f$tlPlf!l: b~11• C~f(d,Q~$ &I' tlJfi val.Ult e;,t 'bh1t :ft.It$ tn~ 
of tin1m1•., ~ldofttiGn or itt nl.tt♦ ftit~ :at~t• pa:lilk p,w~aus 
ha not pt; Mel\ ($•am.pkted but )r(!>U wtll '\lo :lat ~d a.a -~$-1'1. •$ 

a d.e,u.,:tou .ta 1"$$.ch a. 
'l~ 1W tot f~liH.!'• gnphie ~N~at~1l1-~n ~, tl~it vt.i.ld ~81\1 

p14twe♦. 

VHC:ELG 

Vt•t{)r I♦ Oaha~, 
Ao<tlni Oht.,tf i 

m1~1u~, t11v1-11m1t• 
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Memorianeum f()'tt 
MR., WIR1.'Ih, 

.. Ret~u••e.e- it, mad~ 'l!lo 1.'h.11, H<.m$.rd "s r$po:1.1>i; on the L&a.the-NCi!)d 
fo.reat, P&~'IY Oo~nty ,fJ irtntucey- • It seeme to mt) thQ.."a M~., Hov~rd • s 

• Aoo:rmnendati.on that th.Cl tw~t Bheuld 'he pree~J"V'Qd ns a •typical . 
relic of the f'(u•osts t1"AV~l"$EJd by Dimiel Bol)n.'1) ~nd other pioneers 
1s sensibl~h In ord.e~ 1:lo accomplish this rn1tpPse, National Monu: ... 
:ment status it des~tahl~., 

Jlleca.use of th<'t t-&,lf.1.tiyely cl<>~e proxim! i;<J o.f the Gr-ea:t Staoky 
l'MJunte.111$ N$.tio.rut.l Pa:rk., l l"eoommend that in Qt-d-e:r t:o tind out it· 
the fotei!lt on th• LeaihU<~d tract shows .sutfi.c;t~nt, diversity n-om 
itirio;in foreirtrs :tn tl14J• lower- •le'lf~ti<m.e ot the Great Sl'!l()lq Mo:iunta'ins 
that an e,mmi•tion of the lt~ntuoky trtl;ct b~ m~de by somGon19 £a.mil:lar 
with the lifAt.1on!fl.1 Park. WUdl1£t> T&chnt0ian Willia King, for iwstnnc.e,, 
would be qttalified ~nd aYtd.le.blt\- to go fr;om M.·S h$a<ilqua:rter,s a.t Gatlin­
burg to the Leii.theNro~ 'bra.et and make: tJ;, r-epQ)!'t on ·chis cmnp$.rison, 

lt wou14 also sppo.61'.l"' to be d&e.il"a.ble: to obtd .. n tr-om Mr. lio'W$..rd 
·'111 e,atimate of· the p~'b1b!11 oost of.' ao·qu.hit:ton of the mineral rig'ht.s 

. and timber l"ights ot the Leatberweod ~ree..11 My' &tudy ef h1a tep.o'.rt 
• indicates that- h• ru;.a aaid th~t th$ lnrui eO'l'll.d probably oe bought 

· ,,_. fo~ $1.00 pelt" al):"•I: •. but l l'laxt find. .liQ m♦1.1tir:,n ot th~ IW~bttb,lec COB'b 
of acquiring thesa other • reatut~lh 

/' 
I ,., .. 

Victor :n •. Cahale.ne,.. 
A~ti:mg Aasht,ant ·Chier,· 

Wildlite Division.-

( ~' 
cc Wildlife ~;;_on, Washington 

Wildlife Division, Berkeley 

VHC:ELG 
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Je• 1,~. ~tit 

X• .~ a.:t.tke4 1u)• ~~m ~ p1ra:i1:mi,1JU¼:t'1" 5+n'.fe.e'Uga;tt® c.it the, 
t.·at~ ~- in •~•llt$11-i'l K$l1u•• thi~ tr,.,.et t.e bteing 
• eoa~t~e:M ~~· hfad,iiim Mi A, natlo•~ •~f!!;UMt--. ltitQ~•~n en 
ildt ~, cofflt~d.n; ·fib~ ~•W:l.tn .,.t,;11), a~, 1n po~ QI 1M 

. f•••t ~ l(Q'U.t,1.teiu. N~tioffll:1 fatk 1 ii!! ft#~ited ~et.ortt-q ~te:pliJ: 
.~ takQ1:1, ,~.- 1,,. a~Jll!tott, t',lo, '"'. :fis:lt ·\h~ ei:,ee; d.ul!itna 
th4t ®ni$\ ._.h. 1 it ~stalbl1, . ., 

SilnQ~ ,~s., 
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·~1--'~·,o• 
. ti f,}'.,~f 

lfl•--•· tt.• • -~ ~ ·t~n~ .lit. • ttf I • •• SO 
tt1t •11n"'~' t~ll ~• .v4.tng tu~•ttrm ,of _ p;tM"" 
PP .• fa~-~ F~H'-l ~~titnl • ~ :~-11-t. 

. • • tli• •tt.io:<lf• wr . ti 1~*ttt-1t,j wt:t. au· • 
1~1)~:t• ~- II~ -~ t.li~• ~t •~ilJf ·t ~~ 
-:tio~ ~& a . "'~ r.qw.~1~ t,,. •• • .:ha~~ottoa 
~:I 11:1.$ ~ M~~ d.-1~. th~-~ •a~ ~f •1~ 

ln ~, ·~, ~-· <.,~111~,-.~• h\-.~i, te, • ,~IA111t:U • ,t~z,; 
((;f tht ~lw~e-4 t~,_ IWl tl'lio ~ ~-- i~ - . a 
Y.1$1'1 ~-. '~t~bi~it~ ·• f~~il Of t'-1$!~·tta.;; ·fl -~ 
-- Will, ~l\ • 1$flt.J ., ,. $"• it~~- - ·~\, C)~, •• 

1'0 mi, •~ iuitl '•~-~ toJ,l* 

t<f'·Mirit K, lll~ W•'bht~ 
i.t1, fa.~1 V f• It~ 
Mit• i~l't.klil. 
:ta,r. ~, 
SUJiltit-i'$11 . _ . . • . .. ,/ 
~lit• M ht•~ l ·tb;\us,. ~a 
Wi:tdltfe ;llt1#'1$'.i•.t Sp ~().1.aefl), 

VJ:IC:ELG 
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lr:t ff,. I., l~~.St>~1, 
At-iiittt•te ltildlite t~:ohil!iti.al!t1 

h@.at Smok, '°\U'd.t~£N$ N~t.1011al Pe.Fk1; 
.11-.t:U.111.1"11f &,l. ,, lel\).ne,se$ 1: 

De~ Dr"' l estli~ont 

t ,tnt $$~~ fGtt o,ur ctpi~8; ~t the l'~)?Oll't 011 th0 l.;it$Atherwotcl 
for•it. Thet>~ wate 0-n11 '6t1(>11$li Jrinttii f(!;t Qme • ef thGne;t bn~t w~ 
·tan g~t (tth$t"l tr~ •ltl.7 i'4.it,;g.~t$..-Vlil<S if ne~~fStl'Y,11 ,Q.,opteei \)£ thei ~""' 
pow'\·we:a'.t tG il'+ Wb1ih ($~te iIDl'kth Ir.~ fQ;.llt ~t 'te1l..(})W$tona,, 
t.he nu*et:lt).r.1 ~'ti 'W--the Wiic11tr, Di'lfi.S.toii e.ft!o~et•; \Ja.$ltlng.t~til 
and ht'4 l":r@Ci.fi®• , , . • 

• l tbought it. be.it t~ :re4~oe tJ/tex·t• 1-eunewha.t and t;ru$t tbe 
f:a,nal fQ~ll .tt1 sa~fa~t:i:ii.~,, t~ 1~u: l 'btlievtii it ~tat.e•lill li>ur 
find.t.nie tUad ei;,nQ.l'ltBiMill iitle~:rly 'e~~uglr1;t1 • 

cc - Wildlife Division, 
cc - Wildlife Division, 

·wK:bn 

tli.n.oiel"e.ly-yQU'l!'~t 

Willts. King, 
Acting Cb!ef'1 

Wi•~tti. O~•.i~• 

V/ 
Washingtori-L'.'.'---,.,.-~-
San Francisco 

\ 
•·i,. 

\ 
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Memorandum for 
lvlR. WRIGHT: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

November 22, 1935 

Re: Leatherwood Forest 'rract , 
Perry County, Kentuck--y. 

On the basis of the reports submitted by Howard and Mutchler, State 
Parks Division, and by Jennison and myself of your Division, it was 
decided that the Federal Government should abandon efforts toward the 
acquisition of the·tract in question. This was not because those investi­
gating the area reported that the forests were not worthy of preservation, 
but because the Director felt the tract contained nothing of outstanding 
interest which is not included in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
or Mammoth Cave. 

The 1200 acres of virgin hardwood trees, surrounded by some 800 
additional acres 0'1n.ear virgin forest, are well worth preserving irrespective 
of whether the Federal Goverrunent or the State of Kentucky is the one to do 
it. There is no doubt but that logging operations will begin in the area 
within a few months. This is not just a far cry. The situation is further 
complicated by mineral holdings of a coal company, which promises to exploit 
its holdings eventually. 

Mr. Van Name is incorrect in stating that this "is perhaps the most out­
standing tract of primeval forest left in the Eastern United States, as yet 
unspoiled and containing the largest and finest tulip poplars in existence". 
The Great Smokies has at least a dozen coves equally as good and as large as 
the Lee.therwood Tract, where the plant and animal species are much greater in 
number. The one big yellow poplar is a little larger than any known tree in 

' the Smokies, but in the latter place there are scores compared to the few in 
the Kentucky tract. 

The Leatherwood Forest is worth saving as. an example of the virgin hard­
wood forests, which formerly clothed the Cumberland Mountains. Its streams 
and wildlife are insignificant. If the State of Kentucky is willing to shoulder • cttte. 
the responsibility of pre1;>·erving it, it is the~ to do it. The Federal Govern-
ment might take an active hand only if necessary to insure i t_s :preservation. 
It would be valuable to know if there are other areas in Eastern United States 
that are more deserving of federal recognition than is this one. 

q,;~~ 
Willis ;King, 
Acting .Assist~nt Chief, 
Wildlife Division. 

..--·-
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Dr .. Willa:t.·d G,. \f.!l!.n 1;ruue:, 

' 

'1ntri@li.1-;r\ Muetn1m, :::it %i{:1t.m,al. fi:iato:ry, 
7'7'tb .attr~ot a.1'l.d Carlt.r·~:,l ?1ark Wast, 

N&'t'4 :lork, N.. ·y .. 

Dear Dr,~ Van ntiln•H 

I wiih to ac.1<:now.ledge. iand to th~nk you for your lli+'!l:'t.-e~ 
o.f Noveaber 19 r~gardint 'the d.~s.i.a:·ahil.ity of acq1d1tiD1 eer­
t~in tr.uu:11te of p1:i1Hva1 t'rJr~st 1&..n.d~ ~tis ~re~:z of h:i,eitei·tc 
eri,gnif'!.e(;t.tl011,!_, t'!.nd hav111g pa;rt'.f.ct--i.hi:t' ,rsf.i1J'lfmce t,o tb.e t(:ttttri$r ... 
>!10:CJd Ff.>rett tr.QCt. in Ken:tuclcy". 

Ple~ae b0 afll,~lare~ ttvl!:t yom" lett,nr h.ae reij,e.iv·~d t.b.a e~·­
n~st eonoidGril!.tion or fir .. Ben !IJ'ho,ll\:pt,on ~nd itt;y$ol:f t £1.S well .f:l,~. 

o! otb.e:r m:el\'ituiitri.'ii of the }"la,rk jervice star f.. No·i1i•~v0r., a-$ I 
krtow 1,h,a.t, you di~,12-ua.~ed thi~ ;i;apiJl't/il,n,t mat.·t.e:r wlU: ~tr .. Th,)!§J')aon 
rm th\ll 00'3!1t-sictn of your J.a.e:t, v.1.,;;ti t" l'. i,l'.l&ll not l:mtrden you ht.lll"ec 
wit,h repr!r.'t.i'timi i;)f {')W:' uom:¥Je?:ft.t~ :iu1d <1:◊ncl·,:1td.on:3 o:m t}:i:t;a ~ntbj0(.r!~.,. 

Geot'ge :~t .. Wri&ht. 11 
Chi~f, 

Wildlifr~, lJ • 

ec - Wildlife Divifllion, Washi 
ac - Wildlife Division, San li'ranoisco 

bn. 



MISS DAISY HUME, CHAIRMAN 

WINCHESTER PIKE, LEXINGTON, KY. 

uU1r j;aur. i!(ruturky' s - Jrtmrual- Jfl'nrrst i!jrugu.r 

ill.extugtnn, 1K.e1tt1tdtt! 

DR. E. LUCY BRAUN, EXEC.-SEC, 

2702 MAY STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Come one, Come all 

to the 

Mass Meeting on January 4 
Fil€: 

There is an emergency; we need your help. Kentucky, and with her the Nation 
at large, is faced with the destruction and consequent loss of one of the finest areas 
of mixed hardwood forest remaining in eastern United States. It is our duty, as citizens, 
to unite in efforts to save this beautiful ar.ea for posterity, and to extend our efforts 
in such manner that we may have, in the years to come, not one but several beautiful 
monuments of deciduous forest, one of the greatest masterpieces of the Creator. 

Nowhere in the whole world is there the equal in beauty and magnificence of our 
eastern hardwood forest. And in Kentucky and Tennessee this forest reaches its super­
lative development. Just as we save examples of man's handicraft, just as we save an 
historical shrine, so also should we save superlative pieces of our original forest. 

Our pioneer ancestors moved westward through this trackless forest, this great 
barrier to the migrations from Virginia to the Middle West. What was the country 
they passed through? What hardships did it present? What obstacles did it interpose? 
Scarcely anything is left of that dense for.est from which we can get an idea of the 
problems which confronted those hardy pioneers. Let us act before it is too late. 

Realization of the rapidity with which the last remaining stands of virgin forest 
are falling beneath the ax has lead to the organization of the Save-Kentucky's-Primeval-

• Forest League, whose objective is the acquisition of the best remaining tracts of virgin 
forest to be maintained for all time as inviolate preserves. Everyone who feels the 
appeal of the wilderness and the exquisite beauty of the virgin forest; everyone who 
finds interest in picturing the early history of Blue Grass Kentucky and the Middle 
West: everyone who delights in the literature and art of this country which had inspir­
ation in unspoiled nature; EVERYONE is urged ·to give aid to this project in every 
possible way. 

Come to our mass meeting in Lexington on January 4. Then we will show you, 
with slides and moving pictures, what our first project is. We will tell of plans and 
give you a chance to take part in an epoch-making event. 

Cordially yours, 

The Organization Committee 

The Time: January 4, 1936, at I P.M. 

The Place: Ball Room, Phoenix Hotel, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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KENTUCKY\ 

\ 
i UNITED STATES 

DJ{PAHTMEN'I' OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

:. Washington 

JAN s· 1935 

~1• la in 1epl7 t" Y")@ le·ttel" f)f t?ovum.er ie to 
fl,:"' V1o'!»r s. C~1.l&,... o-t the Natll.c>n~l F«lr-k Set'fioe, regai..-8.itli 
the Virga,~ tMCI, fit 'UibUt 1tt.. l?t~).•y 0~111U,1, l(®t~e:ky, lmo1:m as 
Lea.th~rWOQtl f.Ol'es.t-

Thi.$ txi .et haa be$n hi¥~e·t.ige:t;e.(l l"ee-entl·1 by repreni!!,11ct.a ... 
ti v~s uf tkia Servic(; 1'1:l,lo )!'Of}Ql"·t.e.l\. \ha- t1.mbi$:r to be wo::rthjt of 
pio~ser-va.t1011.. t!GWeVQ3:t>, due t~ n18h. tirube~ and mina;r.nl values, 
end tu th.11'1 t"a~t ·tnat tb:1s i.s 1iet eonuidered the beet ezillrt.in,$ 
~xarn:ple of thi& ~ttticul~r type of foresv, it haa baon fpim,d 
inadv1,.n.tbl<; t-o re~◊mriiand it fQr iaruun.1atll'at1o-n 011 this s~r'Vioe. 

tt 1a 1iOl)0ti, bQ'W@V"~., tl:ta;~ tb!,$J V$l'&ill fc,n .. -ent e:an hH) 
:preaarveti -tnl"◊~ etl1®:e oha.1mele. 

S·inc:Mi.relr' yin.1:ra., 

Ot:>lU-fld l.11 Wtrth. 
Asatstan:t Dil!'octo:r, 
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UNITED STATES 
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First Regional Offid:e, 
National Park Service-, 

WASHINGTON 

J"uly 24, 1936. 
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801 Grac:,e se,quritie-s Building, 
Richmond, Virginia. • WI• 

Leatherwood Nat1Jl 1 
1 

N.t0n.ument, Percy co., Ky. 
SUbjeet: Repori; -

'nli.s will acknowledge rece.ipt of a le-tter o:t ~uly 20, 1936, signed 
by a. c. Stutts;, Acting c41e:r C'lerk, submitting a. eopy o:t the, rei)ort 
by Fred M. Mutchler and William J". Howard, regarding the: proposed 
LeatherwoocI. National Monument,, Perry County, Kentucky. 

We a:re he,re-wi th returning the copy of the, re,port: you tran_smi tted 
to us- as; we have, finltlly located through dil.igent. ae•arch,. a:. copy of 
the original. re,port which. contains maps: but no ne·wspaper c·lippings.. 

We sinoe:reJ.y apprecia,te your, cooperation in send.ing this add.iti.onal 
c·opy of' the- report,. 

Encl. 999·121. 

Sincere-lyyour.s,, 

Conradt-. Wirth. 
Aaaistant: Dire,ctor. 

by: 
Kenne-th B-. Simmons. 
Deputy- Assistant, 

Dire-ctor. 
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UNITED STATES 
1-_ .-illTMEiifT OF THE INTERIOR 

NA1'IONAL PA,.Dj( SERVICE 
BRANCH OF PLANiUNQ 
EXTENSION DIVISION 

PROPOSED JITATIONAL PARKS Jil\lD M011JMENTS 

C o p y 

i'ifame of Project: Leathenmod Forest. 
Location - Kentuck-y-, _Perry County.n • 30 miles south of Hayard, Ky. 
Area - Total approx. 2200 acres. Approx. 3.44 square miles. 
1f<:iundaries -
" Recommended: The particular tract of land recommended for acquisiti_on ,.... 

is knovm as the Kentucky Union tract. It is bounded on the east by Lynn Forlt of . ./ 
Leatherwood Creek; on the south by the crest of the divide separating Leatherwood 
Creek and the Line Fork of the Kentucky· River; on the we st by Clover Fork of 
Leatherwood Creek; on the north by a line connecting Lynn and Clover works of 
Leatherwood Creek. (See Map). It will be necessary to obtain both 1:rides of the ✓ 
ridge separating Clover and Lynn Forks in order to give protection to the area from 
mineral claims. 
Accessibility: 

Railway - Louisville & l'Jashville RR to Cornettsville, Ky., 12 miles from 
the area. 

Highway - Kentucky Highway 15 to Jeff, Ky., 22 miles frrnn the area; 
County Highway, graded to Daisy, Ky. (10 miles distant); 
County Highway, ungraded~ to j1,mction of Lynn Fork & Leather-

wood Creek (2 miles distant): the dirt road is passable 
about eight months of the year, 

Airline - None 
Waterway- None 

N~jor Characteristics: 
1. ScenicFeatures -

Topography - The area is in the heart of Cumberland m.01,mtains., 
although not in that part having the greatest elevation. The 
country is fairly rugged, with timbered ridges, separated by 
narrow valleys~. This particular locality is at the extreme 
headwaters of the North Fork of the Itentuch.-y River. It is ver-; 
close to Pine Mountain (12 miles) which is the di vlde between 
the KentucklJ and Cumberland Rhrer Basins. 
Scenic features hwre are not exceptional. They do not compare 
favorably ·with certain other localities in the Cumberland Range. 
Elevation - The difference in elevation in the area ,under dis-
.cussion is approximately 400 f9~t. The crest of the highest 
ridge which would be include.cl in these boundaries is approximate.:.. 
ly 2000 feet above sea level. 
Plant Cover - The entire area is heavily timbered with a virgin 
mixed deciduous and coniferous forest. This is the g))rimary 
feature of. the area. For details see paragraphs Hos. 2 and 5 
of this report. 
Permanent vvater sufficient for the needs of wildlife is present 
in Lynn and Clover Forks of Leatherwood Creek~ The ·water supply 
is not of such a nature as to be of 1-1se for fishing, drinking, bath­
ing or other human uses. 

2. Historical or prehistoric features -
This area has indirect historical value. Volumes have been writ-
ten concerning the character of the primitbre wilderness as seen 
by Daniel Boone .and the early settlers of Kentucl0J upon reaching 
Cumberland Gap. ~arly vrritin 6s .lead us to believe that a hard­
wood forest extended over a large part of the Northeast Territory 
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!md the states of Kentucky and 'I'e:nnessee. Far less than. 
one percent of this forest is existent. The Leatherwood 
Area is a part of this virgin forest. It seems logical 
and desirable that a remnant of this once large acreage be 
preserved in its original status. 

Geological features -
The outcroppings are all of sandstone and shales of the 
Pennsylvania Era. -Some fossil plants were noted. 

Recreational possibilities -
National - Hot compatible 1Nith project 
Local fl fl: 11 fl 

Estimated population within a radius of 50 miles 
11 !I II II fl 100 11 

ti !I t1 200 ti 

Biological fe~bures 

- 400.,000 
1., 250,000 
2.,500,000 

a. Vegete:bi ve - The area represents a typical ecological 
association. It is a climax mesophytic forest. The 
principal trees are tulip (Liriodendron tu;Jiipifera), white 
oak (Querc~us alba)., chestnut oak (Q.montaxfa), beech (Fagus 
grandifolia), hemlock ( Tanga canddensis), and basswood 
(Tilia sp.) These trees are large and mature. The canopy -
is practically unbroken on northern exposure slopes result-
ing in a woodland with very little dense undergrov'Jth. On 
southe.rn exposure· slopes the undergrmvth is heavy. This 
is partly due to the fact that trees never ·were as thick 
here and partly to the loss of the chestnut from blight. 
There is some difference in species due to elevation; notably 
the chestnut oak replacing v,hite oak near crests of the ridges. 
'rhe forest presents an appearance of extreme old age and is 
typical of a tyro, long since removed from most of our country. 
It should be of greatest interest to students of ecology. 
b. Wildlife: In common with all other areas in Eastern 
Kentucky most ga:m0 species have long since been eliminate·d. 
There is evidence of the presence of the usual species of 
the small m.ammels indig<3nous to the region and this type of 
habitat. There was evidence of an abundance of forest 
dwelling bird species, reptiles arrl amphibians. There is 
no habijat for aquatic for.ms. Restoration of many forms 
of wildlife once native is no.t practical because of the 
limited size of the proposed 8.rea. 

Need for Conservation: One of the very few tracts of virgin deciduous 
timber remaining in the Appalachians a:nd as such should be preserved intact. 

Relative importance in comparison with areas of similar nature else-
where: The ·writer of this. report knows of no similar area else1,1rhere, 

Possible development -
Recreational facilities - Wot compatible with project. 

Utilities - lffater supply - sufficient for terrestrial wildlife. 
Light and Power facilities: None needed. 
Parking space, capacity: None recommended. 
Campground sites, capacity: Cam.ping not compatible ·with the nature 

of this virgin forest. 
Sewage disposal.facilities: None needed. 

j 
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Capacity for handling of visitors: Character of the project in 
itself requires very limited human use of the area. 

Practicability 
needed to protect the 
ever having occurred. 
ranger, and guide. 

of administration and protection: Single caretaker 
area from vandalisr11. There is no, evidence of fire 

Caretaker sh:ould be a combination of adJ:ninistrator, 

other land uses -
Mining resources: 
deposits of coal. 
River Coal Company, 

This area is reported to be underlaid with rich 
The mining rights are controlled by the Kentucky 
of Lexington, Ky. 

Agricultural resources: None 
Grazing: , None 
Cultivated Crops: None 

Timber: '.l'Lmber rights are controlled by the Leathervmod Lumber 
Company which is opevating a camp at Daisy, Ky. 

Hunting and li'ishing uses: 
be proµibPced. 

No fishing possible. 

Power resources: None 
Irrigation resources: 

O,,,mership: 
Railways 
State 
Municipalities 
Private 

Total alienated ls..nds 

Mining claims: 

None. 

Grazing permits, a.nd. withdrawals 
Power permits 

Total per-mi t acreage 

Natj.onal forest lands 
Fv.blic domain 
Reclamation projects 
Indian lands 

Total pubH c lands 

Total acreage 

None 
JiJone 
None 
2200 acres 

None 
Wone 
l'Jone 

None 
None 
None 
None 

2200 acres 

Hunting should 

Land values: Exclusive of timber and mineral rights the land is 
practically valueless and could possibly be purchased for ~jl.00 per acre . 

. History of project: For several decades title to this land has 
been tied up by litigati?n.. Most of the timber was removed from adjoin-
ing lands about forty years ago~ These adjoining lands are new covered / 
with good second grmvth timber which is being logged. 

About thirty years ago the Leatherwood Lumber Company acquired 
the timber rights to ·the entire watershed of Leatherwood Creek;· about 

I 
j 
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tv,enty-eight years ago timbering operations were commenced and have con-
tinued sporadically. At the present tnne the timber along Clover Fork 
( ?ee map), -which is adjoining to Lynn Fork, is being cut. 

Mr. R. L. Ellis., of thJ Leatherwood Lumber Comparty, advised that 
the particular timber ·with v11b.ich this report is concerned may be cut in 
1936. 

'.i.'he Leatherwood Lumber Company acquired·, the timber rights from 
the Kentucky River Coal Company. The latter concern owns the land. and 
mineral rights and assured the writer that they intend mining the coal 
from under this tract some time in the future. 

Local attitude: Local citizens interested in the size of the 
trees, but only I)lild1y interested in their preservation. 

Persons interested: A select few conservationists, scientists 
and students. (See attached list). 

Itinerary: 
July 17th - William J. Howard, Regional ·wildlife Technician, Fifth 

Region,. and Fred M. Mutchler, Asst. Wildlife Teclmicia.n, Fifth 
B.egion, arrived in Ha~ard., Perry County, Kentucky, in the 
evening and spent the night there. 

July 18th.- fflraveled by automobile on Kentucky State Highway 15 to 
Jeff, Kentucky ( 6 miles); thence on graded dirt road to the 
Camp of the Leathervvaod Lumber Co., Daisy, Kentucky (14 miles). 
Interviewed Wrr. R. L. Ellis, Vice-President and General Manager, 
gave pertinent infonaa:tion concerning history., location, and 
extent of the area and activities of the Lwnber Co. A guide 
was furnished gratis by Mr, Ellis; travelled by automobile on 
ungraded dirt road up the Leatherwood Creek bed to the mouth of 
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood Creek ( 8 miles); thence on foot into 
the heart of the tract of virgin timber ( 2 miles); spent six 
hours making a reconnaissance and photographing the area; re­
turned t·o Hazard, Kentucky. 

July 19th - Hazard, Kentuck-.1 - obtained maps of Perry County, Kentucky 
to use in report and other information necessary for report. 
fravelled by automobile to Lexington, Kentucky. Spent night 
there. ·' 

cTuly 2·oth - Lexington, Kentucky. Interviewed officie.ls of the Kentucky 
River Coal Company, J. lif. Camdon and G. T. Howard. Received 
information concerning ownership and mineral deposits and other 
pertti:nent data for use in the report. Returned to Louisville, 
Ky., official headquarters of Mr. Fred M. il/.Jutchler, and prepared the 
report. 

Jul:y- 21st - Louisville, Kentucky. Finished work on report. 

Bibliography: See attached speech by E. Lucy Braun, University of 
Cincinnati "Save the Big Trees" in Leatherwood, 
Perry County. 

I 
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11Save the Big Trees 11 in Leatherwood, Perry County •. 

A talk given at the spring meeting of the Garden 
Club of Kentucky, at Millersburg, Ma.rcl:i 20, 1935. 

By 
E. Li::roy Braun, University of Cincinnati. 

Down in the southern part of Perry County, on Lynn Fork of 
Leatherwood Creek, i,s one of the most beautif-u1 tracts of virgin 
forest I have ever seen. For some time I had heard of the 11big 
poplar" of Perry County, and it was while on the quest· for this 
that I saw this m~onificent forest. It occupies the left fork of 
Lynn Fork and for ,some two miles we walked through untouched 
forest, following a fa.int trail which led to the 11big poplar", a 
gigantic tulip tree ~early 24 feet in circumference, breast high. 
It took five people with arms outstretched to reach aro1md the 
tree. This giganti,c trunk towered upward, unbranched; to such 
heights that it was impossible to distinguish the leaves of the crown. 
Nowhere east of California have I seen such a gigantic tree . .And 
this was only one of many large trees. 

The forest contains a variety of trees-~ tulip trees, oa..~s, 
beech, sugar maple, ~eml@ck -- all large. Oftentimes we see 
tracts of so-called virgin forest from which this or that tree 
has been removed; or if the canopy is intact, with· the under-
growth ruined by grazing or by rooting hogs. But no so here. 
Nothing has ever disturbed this area; the luxuri~ce of the un­
dergrowth is beyond description. There is a wealth of herbac-
eous plants, and beautiful wild flowers and ferns are ever-.rwhere. 
-The. whole place is awe-inspiring in its beauty and grandeur. 

Vecy-few virgin forest areas remain. 0f the original for­
est of Kentuck;y'. less than two per cent remains in such condi-
tion that it can be classed as old-growth forest; and only a small 
part of this is _really virgin. The Lyhh Fork forest is one of 
these. 

Why not save a piece of your native co1mtry, you.r native 
state. in its original condition as a monument to the original 
beauty and grandeur of- your forests, just as yo-u. save on histor­
ical shrine? 

Nowhere in the whole wo;rld is there the equal in beauty and 
magnificence of our eastern deciduous forest. It is unexcelled • 
.And in Kentucky and Tennessee this deciduous Forest reached its 
supe.rlati ve development. • So by saving a piece of Kentucky's 
virgin forest you would be saving a forest outstanding of its 
kind. 

- I 
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Our pioneer ancestors moved westward through this trackless 
forest. We have hardly a remnant left to show what that country 
they traveled through was like, what hardships, what problems 
confronted these hardy pionee·rs. Is there anything left in the 
Blue Grass to give even an idea of the original condition when the 
settlers came? Nothing. It is_ too late now in the Blue Grass to 
have an area perpetuating original conditions but not so in the 
eastern part of the state. Some virgin forest still remains there. 

How sha~l we g0 about saving this forest'; these grand trees? 

Several _methods suggest themselves: 

1. Make the a;reas a state park. 

But, the beautiful delicate undergrowth, trampled by 
_many feet, over-run by picnickers, could not long endure. The· 

11development 11. to which all_ state parks are rightly ex.posed - the 
road to make· access easy, the many :paths, would at o·rtce destroy 
the primitive wilderness which is one of the awe-inspiring features 
of this remote tract. The publicity surrounding the establishment 
of a state park, the ease of access which would soon follow 11develop­
ment 11 would result in. the place being visited. by hordes of people. 
And we all know that there _-are many who go to parks because they are 
parks, not for a:ny-real love and appreciation of the beauty and • 
sublimity of nature. We want State Parks and more of them. but for 
the preservation of this particular area, a State Park will not suffice. 

2. A second method suggests itself: 

Make the area a State Forest. State forests do not 
receive the publicity which is the.lot of state parks. But to 
make this area a state forest would defeat our purpose for it is 
in accordance with good forestry practice to cut mature ~rees. 
And these grand. old trees are mature - but untouched they can 
live on for many scores of years. This should not be taken in 
any way as criticism of state forests. They· are splendid things •. 
But; remember, the functions of state forests have this afternoon 
been stated as being ( 1) timber production. ( 2) erosion control, 
(3) recreation, and (4) fish and game. They shoula pay for them­
selves in the returns they yield. But if this area yields a re­
turn in money then it no longer will be the area we a.re trying 
to save. 

The enabling bill now before Congress for Federal 
ai_d in the establishment of State Forests is a good thing and • 
needs your support -- but it is entirely distinct .from the pro­
blem of saving the Lynn.Forest. 

One other point which applies alike to State Parks and 
State Forests -- and that is that state policies are subject to 
radical changes with changing administrations. Policies do not 
endure. 
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3• There is left a third way: 

Include this,area in a National Forest and designate 
it a primitive area to remain forever untouched as an example of 
.America's primitive wilderness. This is an established policy 
of the Forest Service and has a recent precedent in the Tionesta 
Creek forest of western Pennsylvania - a virgin forest tract re­
cently acquired and set aside as a permanent preserve. 

Considerable area in the mountains of-Kentucky comes within 
the limits of the proposed purchase units of the new Cwnberla.nd 
National Forest. One great tract of this proposed National Forest 
stretches from Morehead southwestward to the Tennessee boundary. 

:Other lesser areas are farther east; one includes some land in 
Perry County, but the boundary is-east of the Lynn Fork area, but 
not far from it. The method would be to have the boundary of the 
new national forest extended to include Lynn Fork. Now can this 
be done? Let me .read two paragraphs from a letter from the Amer­
ican Forestry Association: 

11All of this land and the boundaries of the proposed Cumber­
land National Forest are a few miles east of the virgin forest 
tract described and mapped by you. 

"Acquisition of such lands as you have in mind would prove 
exceedingly expensive. ·~However, if sufficient public opinion were 
reflected to the Kentucky Representatives and Senators in Con­
gress, they could probably be influentia.l• in extending the boundar­
ies so that eventual purchase would be possible. It r,eaJ.ly think 
that is the ·best way to work it o,ut. II 

If sufficient-pressure is brought to bear -- if we want this 
badly enough -~ we can get it. 

We must act quickly before it is cut -- the timber rights are 
held by the Leatherwood Lumber Company who -are not cufting in the 
next branch. Remember, timber ·rights-and land are held separately 
and to secure the land is not to ·secure the timber. 

By all means, this project is worthy of your greatest efforts. 
Nowhere not even in the Great Smoky Mountains, have I seen a more 
beautiful forest or larger trees. 

Let us work together to save this area. 
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LIST OF INTER!llSTED PABTIES 

E. Lucy J3rau.n, University of Cincinnati 

Mrs. Edge, Emergency Conservation Committee 

Tom Wallace, Editor of Louisville (Ky.) Times 

Eugene Stu.axt, Secretary Louisville Auto Club 

Miss Pettitt, Lexington, Ky. 

Annette J3raun, University of Cincinnati 

K. G. Mcconnel, Kentucky State Forester 
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Leatherwood Creek. This stream is shallow and 
parts of .its bed are used as a roadway to get 
to Leatherwood Forest. 

Lynn Fork -of Leatherwood Creek. This is the 
stream which drains part of the Leatherwood 
Forest. 
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A view in the Leatherwood 
Forest. The tulip tree 
in the left background is 
approximately twelve feet 
in'-circumf'erence. 

A view down the valley of 
Leatherwood Creek. At the 
rear and to the right of the 
photographer is the entrance 
to the Leatherwood Forest. 
This photograph illustrates 
the primitive character of 
the agriculture in this com­
munity. The corn field in 
the foreground is about 150 
high and must be clirnbe·d 
to get to the forest. 

[ 
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The character of the cover 
varies according to the 
exposure of the slope and 
the altitude. 

----

Many of the tulip trees in 
Leatherwood Forest are ten, 
twelve and fifteen feet in 
circumference. The largest · 
one, the "Big Treefl, is 
twenty-three feet in circum­
ference breast high. 

i( 
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Thepe two photographs give 
an idea of the density of 
ground cover, which is 
rather sparse, because of 
the unbroken canopy of 
this climax forest. 

[ 
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DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY-BIOLOGY BUILDING 

Mr. Victor H. Cahalane, 
Acting Chief, • 
Wildlife Di~ision, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Cahalane: 

Miss Katherine 
me) concerning 

~ 

~ 
l\Ol 

~~~'.,_--1--
\f·\\Q~:0. ;;,,.<;,Oll \\ 

l
ci:i1i~1~·_·-~:~-1-
_:__- 1· 

; 

- • \ 

llf~1lF -~ • ! ,. 

The national reservationswhich have be en s.et 
aside to perpetua·.te for future generations· certa,in assets of our 
c.ountry includ.e many divers:e types. of areas -- both scenic and 

VJ<fc..,-

v' 

his·toric. Very f.ew have been es,t~tblis.hed to preserve samples of 
o:rigina-1 vegetation, yet .. this is· fast dis.appearing, in fa.ct almost 
gone in the·. Eas;t Find .. Middle· Wes:t.. The· cond.i tions· which t.he 
o.rigina1 s·ettlers/f.ound. and which. are referred. to in the·ir chronicles, 
are:· almoat beyond. pi.c:turing today. It is. jus,t as important tha.t 
we-have na.tional monuments· es.ta,:bJ.ished. to s:ave· examples of our 
virgin fores:ts·. which the s~tlers of the Ohio Valley and the Blue 
Gra·s,s: pushed. through; of the prairie which the har·dy pioneer of 
Lincoln's boyhoo:d. days. invaded., as" it. is. that we have national 
monuments. -of battle•fie1ds:, of spring~ of irnportanc e to w:estern 
pioneers· (as: Pipe· Springs), or- of s.cenic areas. This should 
bec..ome a·. de·fini te- policy. Why not save· a. piececof our native 
country, in its original condition, a.s a· monument to the origi:oal 
beauty and. grand.eur qf our·, forests, to the problems- of the pioneers 
in cros·.s:ing the· tra<ii:k];e.s-s .. :eores,ts, juat as we s-ave an his;torica·l 
shrine? It would have· just as much of his;toric va1ue, and in 
addition the· ae·5:<thetic va.lues. of untouched. nature, and. the scientific. 
v.alues:. that. only· natural ai.reas ca.n give, a;S; rec.ords: of. the long-time 
operation of_ t.he fore es.· of. nature·. 

T.here i8'- pr·ecede-nt for the es.;ta:blishment of a 
Nationa.l Monument for the avowe·d. purpos.e of s·aving a. type· of 
ve·getation --- in Papa:go Sa·huaro Na.tiona.1 Monument and in Palm 
Canyon. Why not ma.ke this· a. policy before it is too la.te, and 
haive· national monuments. s.cattered about the· c;ountry t.o perpetua.te 
exa-rnples of ea·ch a-nd every t.ype· of vegeta:-.tion. This would. by no 
means: be· a-. lower.ing of Na.tional Park standards., 11vhich must be 
ma..intained. Any examples:, to be selected, should be in virgin 



co:ndit.ion and, maintained. so, with a. minimum of dis;turbance. They 
should be- su.perla:tive example·s:· of the·ir t.ype', in s·o far as: the 
ge·ogra.phic are:a' is:· concerned. 

The· Lynn. Fork of. Leatherwood. area in Perry County, 
Kentucky·, mee-ts:· all thes:e- conditions;. It is;. a s·.uperlative- example· 
o.f d.ec'iduous: f.ores.t., une·xce:lled even in the Great. Smokie·s;. It • 
c:ontains the larges;t tulip poplar tree in Ke.ntucky, and, probably 
the· larges,t in exis·te.nc.e (larger ones: ha.M'e· been cut, but. in so far 
as. I c.an a:s:certain, none larger is: s:till s:tand,ing). It contains· 
a:. large variety· of fores:.t. type·s; depicting a:11 the· variations. 
re:la.1.ted to physiography -- forest of 11bottoms, 11• of ravines:, of 
north. and south s;lope·, e-aa;t and west s.lope·, ridge:, top; it has a 
gr<lfund: c.over of r_are beauty, uns.::g.oiled by grazing or human inter­
fereno:e. 

The location of the area under consid.era.tion c.an 
be· ascerta,ined from the a.ccompanying tracing of the· lower middle 
third,_of the C.ornetts:ville, Ky., t,opo:gra:phic s:he'.et. My s.uggestion 
is~ the :entire drainage:: basin of Lynn Fork as: this is,, a natural unit.. 

T.here· is: urgent nee:d. for early a:ctionG The area 
i.s· in the hands: of a;; lumber company -- the Lea:-therwood Lumber Co., 
Dais--y, Ky., of which Mr. Raymond Ellis is: Stiper.inte·ndent -- and 
c,utt:tng is:: now' in progres;s· in Clover Fork, the: next tributa,ry of 
Leathe·rwoo.d Cree:k (see. ma.p). 

I would appr:ec:iate it. if this. letter c,an be 
S\Ubmi tte·.d .. to the: proper authorities:,. 

2.702. May Street, 
.Cincinnati, Ohio 

Sinc.erely yours, 

E. Luc.y Braun, 
Associate Profess.or of Botany 
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Please return these reports to 

the National Park Service when 

they have served their purpose. 





hm. PRES-ENT EM ERG ENCY 

n:.he Save-'Kentucky's-Prirneva.1-Forest. League, organ­

ized in Lexington, Ky., on December 4, 1935, is ra.ising 

money to purchase the forest of Lynn Fork of Leatherwood. 

lt is the intention of this League to give this tract into 

the care of the National Park Servic.e t.o be maintained 

as a National Primeval Monument, to be kept for all time 

as an inviolate preserve, forever- untouched, forever 

unmodified ~y man, a true monument of primeval forest. 



THE PRES.ENT EMERGENCY 

An. are-a of deciduous forest on Lynn Fork of Leather­

wood in Perry County, Kentucky, has been located which is 

a superlative example of America's virgin. hardwood forBst. 

It is· this, tract of v.irgin forest. which presents an 

emergency de·manding immediat,e action. 

\ ___________________________ ~ 

This Lynn Fork fores:t is,one of the fines.t, if not 

the finest. fores-t. tract. remaining in the dec.iduous forest 

area of the United States. It lies at an elevation lower 

t,han any of the virgin forest. of the Great Smoky Mounta.ins. 

It represents·, a.s does no area yet. saved for pos·teri ty, t.he 

fores·t.s of the greats dis·sected. plateau region. t,o the·_ west 

of the Appalachians. 

vYell up toward the head. of one of the ravines, at an 

elevation. of about. 1800 t.o 2.000. feet, is a remarkable grove 

of tulip trees; where hundreds of t.owering columns 10 to 2.4 

feet in circumference rise above the crowns. of other trees. 
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In the midst of this, and giant of them all, is America• s 

lar~§..!: ,!:nl.!_Q tr~, 38 fe·et around· at its base, 2.4 feet 

around. br·east. high, and, t.owering 80 feet to its first branch. 

The tract as a whole is a mixed hardwood forest in 

which, in add.i tion t.o tulip, are white oak, sugar maple, 

beech, bas·swood, red. oak, che·stnut oak, cucumber, and many 

other- species of less·er importance. According to timber 

cruising figures., tulip poplar constitutes n:early thirty 

percent .. of the· total stand. In certain pa-rts of the 

tract. it forms sixty percent, of the stand -- huge t.owering 

columns, a truly magnificent sight. 

In ra:vines· and on she1 tered rocky slopes a large 

admixture of hemlock introduces a different a.spect, enhanc­

i.ng the va:riety of the fores·.t., increasing its density. 

Here the fores·t is·. unbelievably dense, and t.he lighter, 

summer-green undergrowth gives way to Rhod.odendron. On 

drier slopes chestnut oak prevails., its columnar trunks and 

arc:hing branches. recalling that. the forest. primeval was .. the 

ins'.pira tion for Gothic arc hi tec:ture. 

A.t lower elevations· in the forest vvhi te oaks, reaching 

a. diameter of 4 feet., as s.ume grea:t importance, lending an 

as·pe·ct. g.2,,!:; re32resented in any permanent reservation in the 

~iduous·_ forest area of America. 

Another unus:ual feature is the weal th and beauty of 

t.he herbaceous vegetat.ion which is. exceedingly luxuriant; 

it wpuld be difficult to find ita equal. So many fores.ts 
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in the eastern mountains have hogs and cattle running through 

them; if this· ever has, it certainly does; not show for it 

now. It is· beauti.ful. --- ferns and orchids and a weal th 

of wild flowers. 

Wliile class:ed as mixed hardwood fores-t, the composi-

tion varies with the site. The area includes s.lopes of 

all exposure-, and "bott.oms.ll'l, Henc.e it offers an unex-

celled demonstration of the interrelations of slope expo­

sure and forest composition. 

The area is located. s-ome fifteen miles ( on an air­

line) southeast of Haz.ard in Perr.y Count.y on Lynn Fork, 

a tributary of Leatherwood Creek, which enters North 

Fork Kentucky River at Cornettsville. The tracing (from 

t.he Cornett,sville Topographic Shee.·t, U.S. Geo 1. Survey) 

shows: the extent of the proposed inv.i ola te pres,erve, an 

area of approximately 2500 ·a.ores. The boundaries shown 

here are for the most part natural ones· -- ridge tops. 

forming the divides between the drainage of Lynn Fork 

and a:djac ent c.reeks. 

The timber rights are owned by the Leatherwood Lumber 

Company, with offices at Daisy, Ky. The land and mineral 

rightS' are owned by the Kentucky River Coal Company and 

Kent.ucky-Wegt Virginia Gas Company. 

Only imme-diate action can save t.his remarka.ble area 

from destduction, for it ·is included in the 1936 lumbering 

program of the Leatherwood Lumber Company. 
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S:o little remains of virgin hardwood forest that 

few people have any conception of what it is. The forests 

of the Smokies are, by most people, believed to be some­

thing apart, something different, something_ t.o be expec.ted 

only in the mountain fastnesses of. this rugged mountain 

mass. This. Kentucky area lies in the Cumberland Plateau, 

tha~ great barrier to pioneer migrations from Virginia 

to the· Middle West.. It shows, as· the Smokies do not, 

what the· nature of the fores·t was. through which thos·e 

hardy pioneers of Daniel Boone's· day pushed their way, 

and in whi.ch many stopped. and es:tablis.hed. their modes.-.t. 

homes. Lynn Fork is the .f.in~st remaining .!£! al t.i tude 

forest in the mixed deciduous fores·,t region of America. 

Historic.ally, aesthetica1ly, sc:i enti fically, the 

Lynn Fork of Leatherwood forest is des·erving of recog­

nition as· a. worthy member of the National Primeval 

Monuments of the United States. 
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Map showing location and extent 
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood virgin 
(outlined in red); and location 
~big poplarm (x). Trac~ng from 
Cornetts.ville Topographic sheet, 
U.S. Gsol. Survey. 
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The big poplar. 

The largest tree in the Lynn Fork tract and 

probably the largest living tulip tree in North America. 



. r A. fores;t of incomparable grandeur, among eas.tern 

deciduous forests. Tulip and beech he-re the most abundant 

species. The figure in center of picture gives scale. 
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The fores:t is· in places• unbelievably d.ens,e. Here, 

near a ravine, hemlock mingles with. the dee iduous species:. 

I 
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Big tr-ees and. smal 1, and abundant undergrowth; 

features of an undis.turbed. fores.t. 

are beech, tulip and s:ugar maple. 

The trees here 
.. 
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Huge towering columns, a truly magnificent sight. 



A weal th of ferns.· in the undergrowth lenda untold 

c:harm to this forest .. Forested areas of "bottoms" such 

as this are rare, indeed. 
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Higher slopes· facing southwest support 

magnificent stands of ches.tnut oak, The ever­

green mountain laurel prevails in the undergrowth. 

I 
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lUSJ?Ofi' O!i .Fa.il..tlmt.· • .rtr ilf.llRV.ff 
of th 

t-l~{i.ijlWU.011 fflft~'r ffif.(.~i', 
l?~~ey ·County,, ~t ok;i{, 

bf 

O'pe>n. t.hGI . q et ~t f'IJ;t,. (~Ol>"'O:• ~r1$b,t, 1 Clliof • ,tilil1.i'e Di vislon'I' 
1ilili1 T,l'it.en1 matt• : J:o,11:t tnwt>,tip Jt,0-:n o.t thct i.otA»v~,eo • l~r st 'fr.~et, 
in ~iQ,-a"t:h'e,a.$ile.n lJ!l,~eky *· on fi>'Gm,'Umbt~,.;• ltl, ~ aitd Q.utr.)tl~ 1"' t~ ~8't-
!girtt1on Wl!l ~ ~• U:h a.,ecul n.:ti!lru . ~. tlle q • •tloa of M!!:l~ ~~ 
~D ~ti~u t'G.r 0r . mut th·~ ac111.uta.it,;t1.')JJ. ct th.ts tonf:1.t. b1 t:i'~ ~de.t"&l 

w:nt~t ,ui & 1'4.itli>ual ~ibn~nt or othe:r re.w.n • 

Tho luatb -~ . ~l'l .$t. :h in. tt.w ~l):t.b;;,}J."Q. ~:&tt ot ~r17 Count;,-i K~ 
t.ttolq,, l'l,8r1!l,l"1y ·thi~f. mile by od * southw,1us.t or lfb.i te t.1tn~:g,, , ~b-i:mt 
tm &$1,,$ ,di-stfllaC-f/1 , tJu,the0.st, of l'i~ze:r4:, K~:u.t~7.. '.tbo ear-U~I'- :ieport llt 
~111:im ;r. lll'1l~rrl, itoru-d ~il{\U.fe ~elult<d~.n._. ~n.<t ,~, 1l. taul$-hl~l'., 
.1le:at•t$111\ tU.l(il1t~ 1'(1),obn.tci~tlli iull4 i~o.lu~U!lli ~. eepy or P;r:,. .a,. l.,u.(llf ir«Att1*a 
e~~-s to tht.~ 1;1ili:i,~114 Clu~ flt t<J,:,,:t.ti•ak',V" ttt ij.ill~n.tb1tr~, lMm:~eb 2'9,, ll"&.€1·,-. 
w:tt-h mld:U',lg.NI l,ail;'t.turn :ll?,:mi e1t~1 • ¥t$f.fi ~ntl=icbl.at ~.,-at$, i!l'O~d vel'l,t l~lJt:lu 
in ~ll?' sUi"Wy,. Tb:ir:i: ~,iiJ":rt is a)J.'llifHhi,~;1d,'!fll;t i1·m1 cc"r* ·th,$ " • ~«t"+.!J. pbfu.tt" 
Gf tb• &Ul>j~et M ttit.ll:r f119. ,»Qnibl !l:t/l tt. l)l"i,u:t f:lltl1!l"V~1 ot tlu, tr,1~... l.lw.t.e 
on t,llllJ li:i:$tf@l"Y • ,.1.c~ aell'>il.iti· •. m:;nl;'t uJor coo~e-tel!"i~t,i ~~ ot t\i,~ ~,-r~e ~; 
autf.ioient~ t$ll u:w; -- i in t;h0 N:tpo11. -o-f t-lf.)"lJ&li'd ~wtl i!tlUtci:1.1.$:t~~ so tMt 
Q re :p81.1 tJ.t,n, b1n,,.a: U C•MJ.$ 'Wl?~~!Hfl.5,t!itl'f ♦ • 

'l"b:e· dtUJiriil;.1-!li't;;r ~r p~: .l''Vini 'W'l@l~,r-o,d t.i. beu~41,,"IJ'Y of tlw \"'1:l."giU 
lliEUl:t\l:"Y fal."Jf1t ,, (@.,$ it (#).j.,0:t,Ji ~1.l 1)~1,e,l ~flili ad h:1 eooti~F?'t~ri 1iihi 
tirirt ~net.Rt d tntti eire,a 0:t.~Mt bllll 'l,!Jl(!t:lJU~,n,!Dd,. Xt. !Al, AC!l"t k®1'JU by \l!li, 
~-h.Gth~?" ltL ltiu•@t ~:r. 0~ ~[,'l~ff'ntffit1Vt»: tnet o:r Y1~ili la,.J'/8:WQ@:4 tO;t"t'i' t 
&.%1 ts ·u iu.mtudt,V ~~ au ~tb~r pm11 ai' trui Ou111ibarlim:ie.1J~ l'i1.li.ti:h intm:-ri~ 
tie>a w~~d imV(· tit im~:r-t*l1t bea:Jrl~ on tw di~~:ttto.Q. ~OWfiW!I th.iii f;,lil..., 
iteuw-- tract... kll.l# p;ov:t~:t.011 rol! ,,~eq,tU,to pn~Jiffnt:ion &no. )!)J"O~~'U,tHi 
of -su~\ u re.f. io ugei .l.:t\t1, ty~ Gt l4l4"1nu,a.f>. h, Q ffl.ntinuo ~ 
p r-t <tf OtU" J!lQtiQt~1 hcl rit~~• 



The~ ia ~ Jami t te what should be pa.id as a. price tor aucb. a 
t,ra.ct os th<t teathel"Utood Fonst 1 but :tt so~ two thousand aoms in 
this r,egi9n e®. be aequtred :fo;r a total expend! ture Gt $~,000 to 
· i?B,€>00, it wo11l:d,, taking 6i:l,l things end the tu.tore into coui4era-

• tion, be 'Mill ·weX<th the price. Xt would see:m to us -t:h~t the acqut­
siti0n o:£ thi~ ti-aet mtght well comQ within the bound$ of' ICW a.ppr·a~ 
priatior:i.s. ani £i1~ee tQ 4elay tu.:rther aontidGrs:Uon and p'Ul·•.ase by 
the state of Kentu0Jcy woula probably not <:?heck lwnllertng operationa 
in the vicinity, in tim.~ to pr~vent tb.EJ logging at tl':l.1-s tract; it 1$ 
hQpef tlla.t the ~ t@i-al ~venunent con make tun.de available tor such 
a »urehase. 

l¼loa~• or t~. fa¢t that the ~ea 1s not paztUcul.a:rly Qutstand• 
ing and doe$ not meaEJUJrQ u» tQ lil'a:tiona~ ?ark atanda;r«l:l 1. it {;eems 
~ens!ble to eu~at th.at tl'lis tl"t!let, 1:1l' acquired, be designated as 
a Na.t:1Qn.el M,n~nt~ 

iv-$ let't lmoX\'ille, Tennesk'!ee,septe·mbe.r 2t, at 10 A~ M.t arr:tv ... 
ing ~itesburg, K~.ntuoky,, at (hSO P.M.. leaVill.$ Whiteabut'f the .fol­
l.Q-\dng :room~. we wnt by war of' l.C~ntuelty )Yo. lt'.i 1iwelve m:U.eEat to 
the junatiQn or Kantuclq{ ~o.. II/; tho.nee to JSlactf:ey ru,,tl Co:t.·nettevUle 
al<>ng tb,e North i'Ol"k of the Kentucky lUve:r.. th$ river, v1hich n~ 
ve r.y low• t@getha.r with 'tine b~own })8.l'£,he4 fie ltls, indi e& ted a. long 
dr.r peri0 10.-. At ~dM:nvood Cr@elti a,pp:;co.11::tinatG.ty .2, miles fl."®n. Waitaa.,. 
bn.':g• we tu~ei\ l..•tt and p1'()0Qed!:lld up the cresk 1 an !it rough an-ii Cl'OOk,;,; 
e.d •.1mty~ ioa.d, p~st 0$.!$Y, vme.r:e ttw t.e:at,h$ll'•'it00d l,Qr,er Company ope~ ... 
ataa a sawmill, !lti.s o(!lu:n:\y ro.aa, a 1ni..le.tl long,.. ¢Nllilllat ond f01l<,v-1a. 
too oNek be,d in n~rLy pl~1-oos. 

'fhll, n:.arroiw gauge 'ti,e.eks of the Ltmtbedll.e; QOF..pan:y' s ra1.ll-oad al!'@ 

la! d in thij crtek bed tot con.~.itle:irlklbl~ o.t th@ di st mH)e.. lt appe·$.1:.!$d. 
that the road ~:u.14 be impassable tor a gt'10d p.art of th~ year~ Tm, 
i,oad eru.ls 11rp·p.1>ox1mate.l.y cH1-0 .... halt m1le tr<;un. tl.le bQW3.dary of n~iin 
Ux11ber. 

·'rbs, w:riters a-:pent ei6}lt '.tuntis o.n tbS· tl.'ae'h cov,e.:,.-ing betwae.n nine 
a.nd ten 1n4,.las l,y toot. We· left thta traet 11t fii.00 }?,M:11; ju.~vt as dark­
nes& .descended, imd retut'Xled to ~hitt:;tsbUll"y, a~iv1n.g at 8:00 P~M. 

2 



'.t'he l)()Wl,datr Of' Virtln i'ON:Sil, undie~ eQ,astdttt•ation. O~tU.Il$;t:/l,S tl+e 
watazr cahed: ot trmi. Fork ~t lJ1H:1tlla~.aiiCwe,t* plu$. the ttiilt Fo:tt 
4~a$.n$ge• 0:t -OlfV,Ql' Cn&t+ :tt :l $ a te~ut 'flt t~ ei,.~e-·1tuil2 ;1Ju1J.i mag ... 
ni:t:.tosnt -~otests ot th~ disse.c,ted .cwnb$l'lm'1d Plateau., Wl'l.e ~~t of· 
the _tr-ad appa~ to be .lln much the c◊nGJ.tio:n iti, vib.j.oh whit~ :n1& 
fQ,mci u.. WhU p,rimit1~ poll"t.11·<>:a ;prQ'.bah-l.t 4Qe# not co~r mol.'e th~ 
l2G© e.ere.s.- Hov~,er, U i$ Slll".rtil-~ed bf tci:r.e~t 11.rbieh has be&n 
altelt.'8d o.:nl.;v a little: by very s~l~ctlve ltmlbe.rtag WJ9-tu;; t';.) mue- a 
l>Qant.ter, Qt' d&$U•:al>le to1'e1.it ot e:ppro-ximat,(l)J.y 20-00 ac~s. ~fl.I- for-
est 1a typical ot that wh.3.-eh for•trl1 cloth~(i tbie entil"iJ portitn Q;f 
C-entira.l Eastern tfldte.d sta:\i$a~- The to.rest h~ ehtefl.y m:bte;rll mesQp,hy.ttoi 
with a clotninsn.~8' of .Qard.wQoile, with tines ~Iii he.ilil.111¢k$ oc-cur1·1ng on the 
drie~· 1:id.ses tn(l in the d(\lilq:>er coyea •· :tre tp41>. ~t i"V$l.y t, O:tu·,stnut <?i eOUl'$. 
only sp-a:ringl¥ amt in n.-o plaee i'.a suffiet.-ent q_\l8.nt1 ttea to· -etm~t.rtute 
• fire haz.a:t'Cl,,. \J.'het$ t, ctv·U:ene@ et !'ire hav.1:n.g 0¢<n1naili. over th.e 
tl'aet in t ::i.me s • past , 'Gut no se:d,ous (lama~ ~l..' a-1.te ra. "ltion ~e aul ted~ 
:Jt;i1,es have at <>ne-tt•- o·:, anothe~ e:orte;:t"e-d p;rac,'M.~elcly ew'J:y htt of 
toi-aet land in the ast, so th~t thia is: not ,a d-i!iic~ditin~ fea'lrute. 

TM aoini:tu.\n.t 1.'il"ee.$ of th(!) s.:l.oP¢s ~JN:ii b~:l:lol:l. and. m,;iple, wtth ri 

good representation Qf yellow ;popliat- and heml◊¢:k., on the· r1a~s oak 
ru:1.d so-ur gum a.s~WII,$ fomiae:n~e,. with $.liM ~nd ot.het' m@istti:re te-ler1e;nt 
species entering it'1"$€;UloirJ.¥., Vi1itor-a come i;Q, ·th$ traet f}:t-1ncipa1ly 
te s~e a large y~Uf:iw p()pla:r which i.s gx,OV<1tng or.1. t'b.e .head ot T~uns;a, 
:i~aneh, u appronmat-el:1 the canter of tha tract. Th:i.s tNe it.eae1u~e.e 
2-:5 feat in eti-eumfelf\enee, b:re-ast hie;h~ It ia s.ol.id, and in @Qi co.n~:t,... 
,U.1;1.n. The tru,n,lt ~~ches epp.roxjJniately a:txty tee t to the f i,n~t limb- ct 
~ize, sever.al ~the;v. ntoe ~oplarl\J u.p to t1ve :taet in diemeie:t> ~ found 
ne~by- and in s!m$lar east a.nill. l).Qrth :feeintl; hollcw-s, In altlid1tion to 
the poploo:, the t;t<meil ·e(llnt:eins l;)utst.and$nG s;pe~i».l)ns Qf white on1,. :Many 
of these t:ree s ate f'rll)m. th:rs-e t<>: tsw fe¢t in. diemeter, and tlle finest 
of the speeteo t-0 be :t\ound,i .Many ot- these. &Ji'e outsid~ ·i;b.~-bounl/l.a.,:-y of 
the p~l,;y v1l'fs1n toreir!i. 

'fhe u.n@.eritol."Y is fairly e-pen, e-1toept ~lons the g3treams~. w~e-re 
odod:en~:ron .tllepdxnu.m and Ka.1nd,a ~e <,\OJrt~inan t, 'The great&et ltl~ienea 

of' e.rba~O'llfi "'ut111♦:rstQll."y gl.'O~liU~ C:O'V.e!' OCO\U'a -Gn east fa:eing ,alepes. anti 
co-re I?• aere tvro ep&o$,ea of terns., . !Asp:t.e.n.1~ ~§U$t1foli~. ana Assl~,WA 
~lditi.ntrtn,_ t;Jceur in :t"el.a.tiV& abtU1fi.a1JJ1e.. •• • • 

The stre.sns ~e unuc.rually amall c.ons:t.deitng the eha:ractel:' ©.f the­
t-o-r-est an!l tact thai~ the ~ea ia ~tii -tted w1 tll somo to.rtyfi,v$ inehes ef 
rdm"all. ann.1:tti.l:1$ + At the t:lme-e.f th.$ euvey no·ne v;ere tle.w-tng. 'i'll-us 
n.o te,-elli>pl'tl4n.t or the .st~~nl.$ is p.oss-i'ble-,. tne &l\'8$: is 1,lll'aoti¢a.lly 
,devQid or springs •. 



J~m, tlle· taunal aspect, iJle. a:cea etferfs l0$s ihw it toe$ trom 
the vagetatilU:~a.1. J?r~ba0l1 wh1t~-tatletl teiar e»d e·a.ste:r:a ·"ol,a.Qil bear· 
~ fl.~tln~·h ~s W(t)J. as ta-e timb~r wtil:t' a:nd oo.~ar. A ·1eH::,aJ. ns1d0nt 
l'l!l1p~rtea that Wild turkeys were still toWld '"'ttaek on th-e mQttntetnn• 
bu.t x'fflre ~o wU.'t't to 'be a:pp~ac~di within: guntallQt• @nd taat ~~d to,ze$. 
~• fairly· it•~n.. We tlltell~d ft,,~ r~tted ~use. a!ild saw ~!gn,1::1 of 
iva•o:a iand. .Qp~asum.. J~ay etuiwu:t,., •~hi ekaree.s and &.fi.fltam ehipm-unka 
we~ M#4lia in aatidae"belt'Y r1um:btt1"&. 

'l'h.$ ~llQWing bi~:ei· wen :-rec~rdeat hi-tlinlll w~en, Ca:rolt.ne. c1t1~ ... 
a.de@., ta!fit~t tt'IW\l:utae, Kenta.i~~· nwtl~;J!'~ pleated. W:Qodpcte.1"• he1·:r.i.uit 
thrlJa.h:, dtw111 wt8t,eiclml",, tc~m~e, bl~ jaf ,_ wllt'te-bl\"$aststi 1:uith~:~eh,, 
~s~ ~re e~e1ee typiea.l o,f tb,e SQUithel"i!. A;p;p~J.,za(lbje.n.s ♦. 

. s~ iani&~ to th;e t~nit nets ,,u,~t<itct ~m t.t~p,1 whi eh have 
"~d 0,,~ tu ernttrt t~acfl;. E.:tQ'ltt!ihtl t~ $0 lb.ta$.tl '.ill a m'H¼H!l$!V~y,, if 
the· orig1~ @r,er 0t th~ t~rest ·nool' is ·to be mid,:ti·~;!lillti.i • 

Qe:'!'t~in G't the h.i1httr rtd.se:top.s. '•e. apJ;VO,;·dmateily-8100 te,e.t q;1bc;1cw 

sea level; T.l\e. en~k b<tHHltlli an fr0.m 6Go tu 750 test tlliAA~J.•• Ex,eep:t 
tor the p~.$0.~ Of e ~e.:tet'4· "~ .~$$el" ~ttUtt Q;/1' bum.uiI .i:n the ~urtaw 
l.aJflr$;. th~ ,$OU is o.t flt $//.W,Q;f•~Wlly na.t'l1,'ll'e1. ~mJ)O$ed. l.&l'~ly Of decmpi ... 
tat.ed 1Ju1ntstone • • 

/I. ti~et ctmptlll!'1so:.a caniaot UQ ~Qt:Ud :not " ma.de liletwet?n t11e~e a:,.,easi 
1a~;v mere tb;m be;tw-e,,n .S$qUf.tiia a:nli Ge-11;-eral 03l'ant National l?e1•ks ill!: Ca.\J.itJ:r➔ 
u.ia., wbe~ a eO".r:ne.Wh;lll:t. ~1m1lar gi,tuat:ion e;x;1sts .. 
' ~ . 

The.r.e ml'$ many C!!>'V~S in t~ Gw,ea.t Slllllld,EH;l. 'Virh:t~ll. have e.Jsan.tie.lly the 
:plet $p&etet3 ,~und ia this pQJ."t ·et the Crun.bel\'ltllld-S-11 ~li!'e er8· Y$ll0\V 
p.opltai• ttleta. approximately ~,a l~ge. an.cl !tt tt"eatel!' n'llm1bGl"$, "~ra aN,. 
!Q.ew.evtilr • notable «itte:ren;ee$ in fllilf - tl¢)lllJ9Qlt1<n1 Sint ar.rsu~m.@llt ~:t the 
tJioi,.e:,. ,oae:U1ly the ~a\h$~w\i>sd ~att 1tt0t-e- bertt~:i• e~emples of the be-eth ... 

. . maJ;,.;:)i~nic tll3rn doe$ the sm~ldts, fhe white t~ in tld1$ ,~ .. ii o.t tbe-. . 
Cuinb~rl.itlll:c.ls are mt~· magnitio$11 t~~.n tho,se tu ifat Si'll.¢lldeG1 wb.11~ \l:lJ..t-,cte.~ 
•e 1>Jtli\~U1.e:l:t.r absent tl'Gm 'thi! !lo1at i:l:lt'~ ~d ft1• a,e, at eo0$Sij 1 ab$:~nt:. 
fh$, el'G•a is valaabl, by way, ~f ®~al'iietn.,. 'bu.t. it~ p~ter'fat!on $h®ld. ft~1t 
4e.:p,l!i:ltl;i 011 s»P~ent dif~ere nee s ,: Ol' s:1:mf;lnl'ltt e~ te the tteat simo,ldei:h 



.... 

l, , 1.f &n'fthing is to be dbl'.le 't0!1r~d th$ aequ.;isi tion ot thia tiaet, 
it . .mu:a:t b~ tl:tuie: p.r~·tly'!I L'u!nbeir.ing Qplj~{itlona • are new in· prog;cess 
in. water.elle(il.$. ()tt ei th~r side .. A 21®.rro,v $$~~ ~ail.i"<llaili :hi :rtow la.it ti)) 

within one :rnil;e o:t ·the t~act.. It :I.Si• ;ra~0rte.d that the nompa.n.y hO-ld"" 
tn,g the tinib$r ri@tG e~;paots to carcy J.te Qp?rations to e.onu;il.et!on~ 
we -~ un.able to ~<h'.l.t.a-Ot tno cpmpany-t<e Viea lrtresid~nt., Mr~ n. L. EUiih 

2,. An 1nvesti,gra.tto:n as tQ the coal. m1.n1llg poss-:totlit:te-e and inte-r-
es.ts shG-Uld be m&d:.e by $001.~o:n.e eapable of j-utli-lllng tn2se we.so.:in-cea 

, in the tt.eld.1 ln .so tea: ae that is pQSQi.bl.e. 

t.~f- 1n e.dditton to t.he.t ·-Otll"W:,»4 with tll.e pm,'1e,ly virgj;n t'G>re.st 
$hQul-d be nc-q:utl"e·a in ope.el! to rontsh atleq:ua.ta prottHd,itn1 to th$ • 
val;ua.bl.e nu01~u&, WhUe it ta :l$pQl3sible t~ meke ti~al rece:rnmeno:a ... 

. ·uons at this: tllmst ;tt is our o.)1:n.ion that 1"i4:setops Father than 
stree.tU sb.9-tud serve aa bQunda,rie$ whellA!tver PQ$tili bl~* This is e·s­
~oiaJJ:y- trt;te ein.co. tih.e at:lileaina. al;!¢' .ao: ~ralil:t al~ oo-cau.se lumb~r:h1g 
o-pe.re,bi.orui ul,ilU:81,ly o.ecu:py tul en.t1.~e dra.i1iao, if at all,. uve believ:e 
that tllt). divide bttw~n Old aouse $.'tiillffi Md the Left Fork Of lgnn 
Fork. shQ'Ulct be thei ae,$t bountlarf; the count,· l.in~ the- boutla,ey on 
the $Ou.th; the Wt'tstern boundary ~hou.ld include the upper d~ge t'lf 
L-:tek Fork, at lea:$t all -the· :portions wh.i,Ql) t;te ~iFgini th$nce the 
line to tollew ,,niro$a to and n~t:n and <ua&t ,cm the 1'1™l l?'~r1t, ... cl.cv-er 
.Fort livid.th .Al:tho:ugb: Qctirtdn.l.y date.r~~tiL., a lo-gj;.oal north ... ei.st 
line is ·one take:n a¢JrOSs countey Jolnint th& hi~e-st po.-:tnta Qn tlla-
0.lti House • Lett Lynn 1N>.tk l>ivit~, a:n.d tlw< 't,nn lt~k .... C.love!'· F8rlc 
Divide.. 'rbiu e~ensio.:n .$::f' 'bb,s: bPulilier:.tea,. iae propos~d by .Hewa,:,t,t a:nd 
~tehlar., i:ne.l'llie:a llnly tw.o sx~ll. tl10u-ntaitt fali'me,. liJ;i:t)th of wht.ch ~Iii' 

'bal.)Sly enulinig their tenfiil:lte t-o make a liV'lnB, Oth~1>wise). e.nly­
n.ear..,.v:tron f'Ql'est is in.duded .. • Solll.l,J a~di ti.on-al fi~ld w<>t'k sheullit 
ba do~ o-e.teN boundary line.$ arl'fJ ttet:J.m.1 tely d'l'&wn, .. 

~-~, lt 8C<!U.:tn4,•, ll.q) de1relQ.pn1ent eho:1il:.t ~ pl~n.ned:.. It wi,U :Pl'.\Ob1,.bly 
be ne¢esea:ry tG 1,r.n}')l'O~ the old eount:vrroad., 1:n sol:iJS plaees to J'l:tb 
tt- on. a ne l,eoation, in l.ll"ae.rr t~ pr0.1r.1-a.i a. 100..a:ns of getting ~ th.e­
fo;t,eat. No t:ru:ek or h&:rse t-r&il.f:5 s.hO'uld be buUt .tn.si-4.& ·t.h~ 'b®~d,a17 •. 
A n.um.be~ o:r Qld toQt; t:ttalla now pene:tr~te tua toi-est. A re,aeonabJ.e 
am.ou:n.t 0t JltOtettfon tnly 10 ue~s.aar;vi 

Ul!'E.ftmNQllllS ; 
ire:un., u;.. ;Lucy; Tne Vegetation ~f l'.)ina l?i.tln1nt.ain1 B'entuatcy-, 

Jltly • lt~i, fhe Midl$nl!J.. Na:t.Ul"aliflit• 
Re:p.or,t 'lil:t i:owe.ri and .r-autthJ.e37,, Wildlife ~e.eh:n!el.a:na,:. State Pa.w~ 

Ce:na$l'vation work ... 
QQ-py o:t a. t-alk gj.ven at the ::ipr,tu,g m$a1.i1ng <1t' the Garden Club et 

Kentt1clty •· a·b Millersbiu.-g,. iweh 2s,~ l9i5~ by 
Dr. i ... tu.ey Braun~ 'On1VEtra1t;y--of Oinc:truuit,t,. with 
a:ccQr.t:lpany:tng photog,rmpb.$,. 

.----
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A good eam.ple ~f the cove mu•a.wood f<>~ests on. tbi~ t~a~t• BeeQch s.nd waple 
are domiunts. with ~ good ?."epr-ese.atcQtio~ et' yellow Joplu, o~lt'l'l:i rnapl~i 
~d heirJ.oek. 

The llli"ge yi,llow popla~. Thia 
t~•~e it f>Ver 23 fE.tet DBR, and 
1."E/8,Ch~S 60 f.eet or l\'!Ol"G t~ 'boo 
ti rat limb• 
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' 
ViE}W •$t from th$ 1':ll.dtto• l~t\m.,;ta ~ ]f'Ol:'k ~¥1 J(1t~~t il:~~h., 

v1 • 0t ~ l.ett ~ fork tlrfiimm,e-. '!:he rid~ to the left is p~oa~d 
!il)f' the· not bg ~dwl$11♦ 
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Mr. George M. Wright, 
Chief of Wildlife Division, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Wright: 

New York, November 19th, 1935. 

The idea that at least a small portion of the 
money available for acquiring historical sites ought 
to be expended for some samples of the primeval forests 
with which the pioneers of this country had to deal, 
is one that I have held for a long time. As I under­
stand it, you hold somewhat similar views. 

Is there any present possibility of carrying out 
such a plan? 

We are confronted wi-th a very urgent and important 
problem in eastern Kentucky, that of saving what is per­
haps the most outstanding tract of primeval forest left 
in the eastern United States, as yet entirely unspoiled 
and containing the largest and finest tulip poplars 
in existence. • 

Surely this forest, as the last example of the con­
ditions which Daniel Boone and other pioneers had to 
deal with, , is a historical site of the first importance. 
The tract in question is situated on Leatherwood Creek, 
Perry County, Kentucky. It is privately owne4, and is 
menaced by,irnmediate destruction by a ,lamber company, so 
that the matter is urgent. 'l'here are i>eople in Kentucky 
interested in saving it, but·I fear there is no hope 
without federal aid. • • 

Can you offer me any suggestions regarding the 
possibility of acquiring it as a historical monument? 
What should be done to bring that about? 

Sincerely yours, 

Willard G. Van Name. 

American Museum of Natural History, 
77th Street and Central Park West, 
New York, N. Y. 
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'Ihis area. in .Parry County was f'irs.t- brought to ·,,the a:ttent.ion 
of' tha National Park Service: by Mrs. Edg_e of the Etne.rgene:y Gon,-

• serv.ation C:onmisaion, who• submitted a paper· by M:f.ss: Katherine 
Pettit. Mr. Ben Thompson. belie.ved the area worthy of' preser­
vation. and an investigation. 

The: report of' the 5th Regional Officer, dated August 6, 1935, 
recommended. an area o:f approximately l400 ac:res as a:. monurmnt, 
containing a. hea-vy covar or a mixed daciduoll8- and conireroua 
virgin f'orea-t, one- o-Jt t.he f'ew remaining stands: in the: Eas.t. 

Dea:iring a eomparison with the Great- Smokies, Wildl:u'e 
T'echnician. Vfillis King, investigated and reported on. October 
23, l.935, that the area should not be compared with the. Great 
Sinoky Mountains, though similar. He recommended a larger 
area o:t 2000 ac,ras as a monument;. 

Upon. f'urther study of' the rapo,rts:, Mr·. Thompson. deemed the 
area. more· appropriate: for a S:tata Monument... Directo.r 0.-a.mmerer 
state·s the.re is '-"nothing in the a:rea we do not already ha:ve in 
the 6':tnokie.s: or Mammoth Cave National Park projec;ts:. it 

RECTOMMENDATI.ON: 

As: the:re ara no :funds in any event ~or aaq_uisition, and 
as. the a:rea doe.s not juatiry national park or momlI!len.t status, 
it_is recomme:nded that the area:. b:a disapproved and .that the 
servic:e favor state- park or monum!3ll-t status. 

A.ssis.tant:. Director • 
.APPROVED: 

.-----
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UlUVERSI TY 01', KENTUCKY. 

Lexington 

DEPARTMENT OF UlifIVERSITY EXTENSION 

November ZJ., 1935 

M:hs Harlean James, 
Union Tru.st Building, 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Miss James: 

I want to thank you for the most interesting copy of the .American 
Planning and Civic Annual which has just reached my desk.. You have no idea 
how valuable these reports are to me or how often I use them in my work for 
women's clubs and in co-operation with our Kentuclcy Pai:rk Commission. I can 
scarcely thank you enough. 

President McVey '0£ this University is a member o:f the Ken tucl~­
PJ.anning Board which has just completed the far-sighted plan for Kentucky. 

(;:e thing I am most anxious to tell you about i.s a conservation 
project in which all the women's organizations in Kentucky have joined. We 
need advice from such sources as the National Conference on State Parks. In 
the mountains of Perry County, Kentucky, there is-,a 3,000 acre tract of 
tylip po_plars, which is said to be the finest east of the Rockies. These 
~rees tower from 90 to 100 feet high without branching. Many of them measure 
from 18 fee• to 25 feet-four inches in circumference, 3 feet from the ground • 
Beneath than is a tangle of rare ferns, vines and wild flowers. A lumber 
company, known as The Leatherwood Lumber Company, has already moved its 
machinery in and is cutting around the fringe of this forest. The choicest 
part of the tract is on Linn Fork of Leatherwood Creek. This tract of mo 
acres is majestic beyond description. We have :done all we know how to do to 
arouse public sentiment. The Federal Government has completed a Federal 
Forest Beserve in ~entucey of a million acres and this 1'.llat_~nificent tract reaches 
within thirty miles of the Leathe~vood forest. I realize that the Government 
is beying cheap land and that this is very expensive, nevertheless, I see no 
wa._v to save it unless the Government can take it over as a National Park or 
condemn it or pass some sort of legislation to protect it. Surely, you people 
out of the fullness of your experience can advise us what to dol Mr. Evison, 
and Col. Lieber, Dean Coulter and Will Welch, know Kentuclw well, have 
visited us frequently and inspiree us to carry on. The chairman of Conserva­
tion in Kentucky for the Garden Club of America is Miss Daisy Hume of Lexington, 
Ky. Ca-operating with her are conservation chainnen for the Ken tuclcy- women's 
clubs, including Mrs. Bailey Wooten, who is chairman for the Kentucky Federa­
tion of Garden Clubs and whose husband is our Attorney-Generalo Oti'ler women 
mo are leading in the work are: Miss Katherine Petit, Lexington, Kyo and 
Mrs. J. K. Grannis, Flemingsburg, Ky. I am merely helping whenever and 

' wherever I can. We would appreciate advice from you and if publicity would 
' be advisable, we can furnish pictures of these magnificent tre~ 

Again thanking you for the Planning Annual, I am, Very tru.ly yours, 
Mrs. W. T. Lafferty, Secretary, Maude ward. Lafferty 
Woman I s Club service 



1!em.onmdwn tor 
MR. 'itJRIGR':P, 

UNITEb STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Re; Leat.he:rwood Forest 'l're.et, 
Perry County, Kentucky .. 

On the basis o.f tl\le reports submitted by Howard and Mutelller"' sta-t;e. 
P~rks J;1:1Vision1 and by Jennison ud m;y,ae:l:f err your Divis-ion, it was 
deciliied that the 1i'ede:ral Govec:rmuen;t should a'ban.don efforts toward the 
aeqaisition. of th$ tract bi.. question.,. '!'his wa:s not beeai;u:1e tho.S,e-in.vasti­
gati:ng the area l"E!'J)orle:d the.t the f~.rests were not ~~rthy of.' plNaaervatto~, 
but because the Dire.etor :f'elt the traeii eont,ained n:oth:tng of' outstanding 
in:terest which is not included in the Great Smoky Mountains liatio:rual ?a.:tk 
or MWlll:llOtlt Cave. 

i 
/ 

Th~ UOO eeres of Vi~gin. hardwood t.1.~ets, sur.ro~1nded by $<:>me 800 
additional acre.a aear vU•gin fol'est ~ aro w~ll Wol'th pr~servi.D:g ittespeetive 
or trhetlae:r the f;ecleral Government or the State, at Kentl:l.C:ky is tl;re one to do 
it. There :ts 110 doubt but that ;Logging operatione will begi_n in the are.a 
within ·a few month~, Th.is .is not. just a fal" cry.. The situation is further 
eompliee.ted by mineral holding:a o:f ia coal com-r,8llt,. which promises to exploit 
its holdiB.gs eventually. 

Mr. Van I-Jame is ineerr:e;0-t in $t.at1.ng that th.b n1e Fel'he.ps the most out­
atandlag traot of p,l'J.meval forest left in the Ea.$ten United Stateaf a,$ y.e.t 
UJ1Sie>1led and eontaining the lerge$t and fin.est tulip :pcrplars in e1ii.st-eitOQ""' 
'I/he Great Smo•kie-s has at least a dozin1 1:ioves equally Q:$ go•od ruuii as lar.ge 21,$ 

the Leatherwood '.t'ract, where th& plant $!ld. animal species are mu.eh greater in 
:u.um:ber... 'l'he one 'big yellow poplar is a littl.f.1 larger than any 'kno-wn t-ree- in 
the Stn◊:ltiEu,, but in the latter pl,nce, ther~ are so:ore-s compared to tlle t'etv in. 
the l~entucky tract. 

·.; 

Tn1 -~a'tlU:)fCW.OO,.d For-est is '\Y,Q,rt.b. ltl&Vlla;g as e •a.mpl,,(;l of the ir1~g111: bard• 
wool fo;r~ats,, whieh tol'ffierl.y -c.lo,thfiid tne Cuml:)e:l'.'land Mountai:tl'ih- :t;s. st1.>eanus 
a:nd wil§ill'te are ins1¢Ueant.. If tne S,tate• of Ke:ntuolty i.s :willing to snoulde.r 
the l'esp&n.sibil1 ty of :pr~ ·er-vhig 1 t,. it is there to •do. i.t. 'J:'he Fedel"al Go:verJa­
ment might :take an active hand onlr tr n.e.eee~i:iary to insiru-e :its pnsene.tiel!. 
It would be valuable to know 1t tb.e,re, ar,e o-th~a- areas 1¥1 Eastern tJrdted. Stat,E,\s 
that are more deserving of federal recognition than i.s this ,on:e .. 

cc: Wildlife Division, Washington, 
Wildlife Division, San Francisco. 

WK:lc 

Willis King.,_ 
Act Ing As.sist~t. • Ohl,,ef, 
Wildltte Di vision •. 



Flemingsburi 
I 

Ky. Uov. 23, 1~35. 

Mr. Victo:ir H. Cahalane, icting tJhief, 
Wild. Life J)ivision, 
National Part Service, 
Via sh ingt on , ]) . C . 

Der Mr. Cahalane:-

Owing to illness Miss Katherine Pettit of 
Lexington, Kentucky has a.skecl me to take over her work in 

-connection with saving the virgin tract of timber in Ierry 
County Kentucky. 

In the correspondence file I find record of 
E. Lucy Braun~(Associate J?rofessor of Botany, Cincinnati, CJ.) 
letter of August 5th to you relative to this work. 

May I asl<: for whatever assistance ancl co-o 1Jer­
ation your Department may be able to render and I assure you 
ru1~r suggestions vvill be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 

brs. J. Kidwell Grannis. 
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FORMERLY AMERICAN CIVIC ASSOCIATION AND NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CITY PLANNING 

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
901 UNION TRUST BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. c. November 25, 1935 

MBllorandurn for~~,_~T'ffl!---:,. 

Should this tract be preserved? If so, in what category and 

is th.ere any wa;r of doing it? 

(l, •. 

F 
( 

I - ' 



•• ~·--. 

UNITED STATES 

. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

•OidllD. fol': Jl,i.aa &.rl,ep Jameca,. 
901. \Talon fro.at h1141-g. 
Washington, n. () .. 

fh1a :re:fer, to 1-'0tU" nnte ot· Wovember ~, -.1th •hteb _. 
JOtt tra11nitted a eow ot. a lett•r nc$1•.ed. t:rom Jb-tJ. w. •• 
Latt•~'tl at tba tJat•ers1.tp •f' teatllel(y. fb.1• aote-..i'i'""'-• 
•~i• trac\ bt, preeene&, it ao· tn •hat ca:~gor,-* 
81\4 h tb~re e.y wq of utns tt? 

0:£:thana l tthnla. aay that i ti ohoUild be pr(Hte:rv.ei ,tH 
a. $tate ;purk. Just :ho,. .it can b~ dt>a•. hoi!'a-~ert- I have:n•·t 
the. re11Jct•-•·'· 14••• ,exc•:pt, 't.bat the peo,ple of Jt•ntU:.,_ 
m1dit wish to p1:1t ap the necesauy t.tlle'b. te ~, 1t. lt ts 
.not an are& wh1·oh wouli e•• -nth.in .a:u,-et the present 
purcllaae. ca,tegorle.e ot the l1n1 ted. Ste.te1; ·Qeve:raman:t., 
•:scept l)Otll'b.ly :n.aU~al tere,,,... thla IJ:IJ➔.~~-nt1y liJt!l 
011t1.14e of $'Ill' ,ot · tbe forest $:¥)t"rlee' •· :au.th-()$'bea JJUChas.e 
are••· 

1 • ea a1lt1ng Paul »~own to llave o~e of hie :b.tapector-s 
call on ¥re. Laf'l~rt:,., .at.•cmse the 'llt&.tt•r wttb he:r. and 
then. d,a.1 t the -.rea 'i t,9e1f, :-:eportiq on it to thi I Office 
ihroqb th• r&,g1o:nal otf 1-c•. 

CC: Maloney 

HE:hc 

E.-eru rt, ht~on. 
Act.iag AEteistan\ Dlreetor. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

llr • Willard G.. VaJ:i Name, 
America,i~ fluaecUl'll of Ra:tu:r.a1 History- i 

77th St.reet 1md Gent-:ral Park West, 
• New York, N., Y.,. 

l ~1$h to acknowledge .and to thank you for your let-Ler 
of llovem:l;lel;' 19 regru·ding the desirability of aequirin,g ee:r­
t.ain t~aeta of p;rimeval f'orest land~ as ru:·ea$ of hiet·oric 
signi.fi()ance,. s.nd hs:ving part.i.cular refere1.u:e to the teather­
wo.od Forest traet in Ke.ntucicy ""· 

Plea&e be asiured that your lett•f,rr haJS: re~e·ived the ~a:r­
nest eon~i.de,1·.aJ,i.0-n. 0f J.41; .... B.en ~rhomp~on ~nd m.yseJ.f,, q1s well ,as 
or other members of the Pa.rk S~:rv.i~e staff.. Howevel", as. '! 
know tl1at you dis<;1:ussed this im.po.rt~n.t matter with Mr.., 'l'ho,irp$'0:0. 
on the ooe,a.tl>iol!l of your l~1;1t. visj.-t,,_. I shall rlQt • btirde:n -you :r~ei·e 
wit}1 repetit.iocn oi" ~ur oommemts and oon.ch:i.a:io.!l,S on this subject .. 

Georg~ rt.. llri.~ht,,. 
Cl).ie:f1 ' 

'Uifildlif'e Di11iaion,. 

cc - Wildlife Division, ·Washington/ 
cc - Wildlife Division, San Francisco 

bn 

.. -------
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENI' OF Till~ INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK S1'..'RVICE 
Washington 

. 1. 
<. 

JAN S 1936 

Un. -Z. ftitlffll ~ta. 
• ---•-- ...... ...,r __ 

n,1 

/· . • i // i! 
~) -· I I. 

Mr deal' - .GrW.Uli1.n ( ,1 .It !. Ii • I 
• • • •• \ · J···i. l Tr ~; 

I ' t, .,., 
!fb.ie ia ;tn Nl>l-Y to y~'lll' le~1" 0:.t Btrvmnl)el' ii· \o 

117. V:lctor· lt .. Cetµtl.Me., o·f th~ Nntt1.1>nal Park s-ervtcer l."8~rd1n~ 
the v1r.;1n traet of tilnb~r 1n Perr~ county, Kent1.1elo/,; knmvn ae 
Leatherwood li'o:re13t • 

Thb trnet has 'been in.vetirtigated r-eoentl7 h;v representa-­
ti vaa of this S~rV'itJe: who rei;orted th.o iiimb~.r to be worthy at 
p:reservntion. Uoweve:r, dtlE} to hi~ tim.bE1~ anc;t mine1.•t11.l valueia, 
G~d to the, :f'ao.~ that th1~ is not eonaide.red. tha be$t exi.s1Hng 
exampl~ of. t4;l.s pa.rti oo.la:r t1.l,).e of' fol'~at 1 it .h,es been found 
inadviaab.la_ to re(;owne-nd it tor adr:11.nistl"frlti,on by this St:n:-v.iee;. 

lt i.s ho;ped, howe.ver, th$.t this vtr5-in forest -ean l!lo 
preaerva.d tnreugl1 otha:t' cha1:111e:ls .. 

Conrad L. Wirth. 
Aa.at:er~au:t Dil:'e¢tor .. 
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M. M. LOGAN, KY., CHAIRMAN 
KEY PITTMAN, NEV. LYNN J. FRAZIEA, N. DAK. 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. JAMES J. DAVIS, PA. 
DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. CHARLES L. MCNARY, OREG. 
W. J BULOW, S. DAI(. 
JAMES P. POPE, IDAHO 
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH 
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA. 
RUSH D. HOLT, W. VA. 

FRANCES SETTLE, CLERK 

\ 

Hon. Arno B. Cammerer, 
Director National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, 
Vlashington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Cernmerer: 

I am inclosing to you a letter which I 
have received from Miss Isabel Clay of 
Lexington, Kentucky, one of our most 
outst~nding and public spirited citizens, 
urging the establisr.lltlent by the National 
Park Service of a National Primeval 
Monument for the keeping inviolate all 
'types of native vegetation on Lynn Forcl 
of Leatherwood Tract. I commend the 
matter to ym.u- serious considerat_ion . 

. With best wishes, I am, 

MML:FS 



DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY 

NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
STAT£ COLl,.£GE STATION 

FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 

Honorable Lynn J. Frazier, 
United States Senator, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear 
Sir~~-~ 

January 13, 1936. 

writing tyom1 to usB:.·your influence 
I . 

I am to secrue the 

approval of the National Park Serviee of the plan for 

a National Primeval Monument for every type of native 

vegetation in the United States, and to urge that the 

Lynn Fork of Leatherwood tract in Kentucky be the first 

of these l~ational Primeval Monuments. These Primeval 

monuments will help round out a national land utiliz-

ation pl&.n. These areas are of tremen,dous 'listorical, 

literary, artistic and scientific value. They are need­

ed for study and for recreation particularly at this 

time when so much attention is being given to proper use 

of leisure time. 

Various scientific organizations, as the Ji111erican li.sso­

ciation for the Advancement of Science and the Ecological 

Society of America, have indorsed this plan. 

Thanking you very much for your assistance, 1 am 

Respectfully 

Herbert C. H~nson, . Member 
National Research Council Committee 

HCH:G on the Grasslands of North America. 

BUY "DAKOTA MAID" FLOUR <i 

. j 
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~: _ , E;:LlSON D. SMITI-f, S.C., CHAIRMAN 
l!UR,.ON K. WHEELER• MONT. GEORGE W, NORRIS, t.;~R. 
ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. CHARLES L. MC NARY I OREG. 
GEORGE MC GILL, KANS, ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS, 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA, PETER NORBECK, S.DAK. 
W. J, BULOW, S.DAK. LYNN J. FRAZIER, N.DAK, 
HATTIE W, CARAWAY, ARK, H. O. HATFIELD, W.VA, 
HOMER T. BONE, WASH. BRONSON CUTTIMG, N,MEX. 
LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA 
JAMES P. POPE. IDAHO 
CARLA. HATCH, N.MEX, 

HENRIK SHIPSTEAO, MINN. 

C,A,LAWTON,CLERK 

JVIr • .Arno B.Gannuerer,. Director,, 
National Park Service' 
Department o:r. Interior 
Washington, D. c .. 
Dear- JiJ.Ir. C-amme rer: 

January 18.,, 

l 9 3 6. 

Tam enclosing letter 
from Herbert c:. Hanson.,. State College S.tation,, 
Fargo, North Dnkota, urging; approval of a plan. 
for National Prime:Val. Monuments, for types of 
natLve vegetation in. the United States .. 

careful consideration. 
Kindly give this matter 

Yours respectfully,, 
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10-39 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

1/18/36 

✓bJ(rv 
Mr. Beu ~pvon • _ 

Is there any particular reason 
why this was routed to you f'or reply? 
,rr not, will be glad to handle i~. 



Nfi.T!OriAL P~~~lui- lKruturky' .a-Jrtmettal-lll'orr.at iltague 
' ·- . ·--_. --· .--~ .... ~ 

• 14exhtgtnu. 1Keuturhu 

Miss DAISY HUME, cJAtt.241936 
WINCHESTER PIKE, LEXINGTON, KY, 

Mr. CONRAD L.wmRTH. 
Asai stant Director., 
National Park Service, 
Wasnington., n.' c. 

My-dear MR, Wirth:. 

MRS. BAILEY P. WOOTTON, SEC.•TREAS. 

818 SHELBY STREET, FRANKFORT, KY. 

Flemingsburg, Ken tueky, 
Jenuary20 th, 19 36. 

I am in receipt of your letter of Janu~ry 16th,a.nd'·ne:lte~with :t!l"l~:e.et 
that the Leatherwood tract does not now meet the requiremer:i_te 0f' the Natienal 

,park Service. 
The scope of' the League is National in purpose§t,and LeatherwOO.c! is 

put f'o rward at thi .s time b ecau ee of its fine character, and al so b ecau se cxi i t:z 
has the great·'value of being popular with the public through the Midd~eweeto 
rt-is our purpose to somehow establish a. really pen,nanent preservation f<11r all 
time. • ·-.tr: 

If it be lh~rder., I would appreciate all p6'~sibl e detail information 
which your representati.ve reports;particulary as to its being a f'it example o~ 
primeval growth, and al so I would like to inquire what other area of cieciduou e 
growth you regard as a better example,as this too is·of immedie.te inte'rett to 
the League in ·pursance of its program, 

Your assistance in j;hi s ;will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours 

>-lrcww:l ~. 
MraoJ.Kidwell Grannis ,Chairman, 
Leatherwood ·Conaervition- Committee, 
Flemingsburg, Kentucky. • 



DUNCAN U, FLETCHER, FLA., CHAIRMAN. 
CARTER GLASS, VA. 
ROBERT P'. WAGNER, N. Y. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 
ROBERT J. BULKLEY, OHIO 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. 

PETER NORBECK, S, aAK. 
JOHN CJ, TOWNSEND, JR,, DEL. 
ROBERT D. CAREY, WYO. 
JAMES COUZENS, MICH, 
FREDERICK STEIWER, OREG, 

EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, COLO. --- ---
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N. C. 
JAMES F. BYRNES, S. C. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 
WILLIAM GIBBS MCADOO, CALIF, 
ALVA B. ADAMS, COLO. 
FRANCIS T. MALONEY, CONN. 
GEORGE L, RADCLIFFE, MD, 

WILLIAM L. HILL, CLERK 

~,at,1i\L PARK S[RV1c 
~\>- RECEIVE.O (" 

JAN 211936 * 

Mr. Arno B. Camm.erer, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Cammerer: 

January 20th, 1956 

I am attaching hereto a self-explanatory 

letter from Margaret S. Tinne and I shall appreciate 

such information as you may bfble to give me with 

reference to the legislation mentioned. 

EC 

----
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WILLIAM .E. HESS 
2D DIST~ICT OHIO 

PHONES: 
WASHINGTON-NATIONAL 3120 

BRANCH 293 •• 

CINCINNATI-MAIN 1228 

... . , ... 

. <!Congress of tbt Wnittb ~tates 

Director, .. 

January Twentieth, 
1 9 3 6. 

• National ·Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dsar Sir: 

I am enclosing for your consideration tvm let-
.. 't_ers which I have received, endorsing a. plan for a Na­
·tional Primeval Monument, of every type of native vege­
tation, the first of these to be established' at the 
Lynn· Fork of the Leatherwood Tract ln Kentuck-,y. 

Will you be good enough to let me have your com­
ments 011 this proposal? Kindly return the enclosures 

·• to 'rne; together with two copies of your reply. 

SECRETARIES: 
PAULINE B. WERNER 

WASHINGTON, 0.C . 

EUGENE HEIM 
• CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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I .\o., 
'Y' JOHN ZETTEL 

3303 MENLO A VENUE 

CINCINNATI, 0. January 20th. 1936. 

Hon. Vic.Donahey, 
u.s.senate,Washington,D.c. 

Dear Sir, 
The establishment of National Primeval 

Monwnents for the purpose of preserving every 
important and interesting type of American 
vegetation such as deciauous forests,cypress 
swamps, grass prairies, spagnum bogs and bog 
forests is becoming more and more important 

in view of thecrapid destruction of these areas. 

They are of scientific as well as of historical 
liter,ary and artistic value and should be 
preserved while there is still time. 

We respectfully ask your support of the bill 
for the establishment of National Primeval 

I Monuments which will come up in Washington 
early in February. 

Very truly~/7 

Vice~P~~1!r~~f~S,en 
SocietyVf 6incin at ,O. 

----· 



East Woodstock, Conn., 

Jan. 20, 1936. 

Hon. Francis T. Maloney, 

Washington, D. C., 

Dear Mr. Maloney: 

I am interested in the plan to create 

"National Primeval Monuments", in order to 

preserve in their natural state tracts of 

original vegetation in our couhtry. 

, JAN 2 2 iS~6-

Will you not express to the National 

Pa~k Service your approval of such a plan, 

and will you ~ot use your influence in 

starting the good work by favoring the pre­

servation of the Lynn Fork of Leatherwood 

tract, in Kentucky, as the first of these 

National Primeval Monuments? 

We have wasted too ~~ny of our precious 

heritages in the past, and it is time to pay 

more attention to preserving them instead. 

Sincerely yours, 
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GARDEN CLUB OF CINCINNATI 

MEMBER 

GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA 

January 20, 1936 

' Sena tor Robe rt J. • Buckley 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir:-

(_) 

At a recent meeting of the Cincinnati 
Garden Club, a re solution was adopte.d urging 
our Senators and'Bepresentatives to express to 
the National Parl<:: Service their approval of 
the plan of a National Primeval Monument of 
every type of native vegetation to be kept as 
an inviolate preserve,. and to urge that the 
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood tract be the first of 

• these National Primeval Monuments. • 

Would appreciate your cooperation on 
this. 

T'.dE CINCII>J~A1'I GARDEN CLUB 



:J . ~ ', ~JNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA .• CHAIRMAN ~ 
c°XRTE~ GU.s's, VA. PETER NORBECK, s. oAK. 
ROBERT F, WAGNER, N. Y. JOHN G. TOWNSEND, JR., DEL. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. ROBERT D, CAREY, WYO, 
ROBERT J. BUU<LEY, OHIO JAMES COUZENS, MICH, 
THOMAS P, GORE, OKLA. FREDERICK STEIWER, OREG. 
EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, COLO. --- ---
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N, C. 

JAMES F. BYRNES, 5 • c. _ _.,-..,.--,C~M ITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 
JOHN H, BANKHEAD, ALA. ~--& (\ R fl' {•Cf)~, 

w1LLIAMG1eesMcA000,cALIF. ~"~p,L, 1, ,,L,,v1c,-~ 
ALVA B, ADAMS, COLO, \\.. \ \J -!., 
FRANCIS T, MALONEY,CONN. ~l' "' ·-:.t.. .. t: \I<:'. 1 

GEORGEL.RADCLIFFE,MD, (\J 

2 0 'iQ~~ )';{ 
WILLIAM L. HILL, CLER * j A I 'l u I :JV V / 

/ 

January 2 2, 1936 

Mr. Arno B. Cammerer, Direct.or 
National Park Service 
Department of the Incerior 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Mr. Crumnerer: 

I am enclosing a self-explanatory communication 
which I have received from Miss Ethel E. Upham 
of East Woodstock, connecticu-J:;, which makes a 
reference to . the plan to create "National Prim.eval 
Monuments." 

I run forwarding this letter to you for your informa­
tion and such attention as you feel it deserves. 

Sincerely-yours, 

FTM:.1\MG 

Enc. 
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERS1 ~•f 
GEORGE W. RIGHTMJRE, Preside1tt 

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY 
COLUMBUS 

E, N, TRANSEAU 

J• H. SCHAFFNER 

\V. G, STOVER 

LOIS LAMPE 

ll,B,GORDON 
R, 0, FREELAND 

F, G, LIMING H, C, SAMPSON 

L, H. TJFFANY 

A, E, WALLER 

B, S. ME.YER 

G, \V, BLAYDES 

S, S, HUMPHREY 

D, H, DAVJS 

C,E.TAFT 

The Honorable Vic Donahey 
United States Senate 
Washington, P. C. 

Dear Senator: 

January 22, 1936 

Whereas it has been a policy for the National Park 
Service to administer National Monuments of various types, 
including the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River, the Yellow­
stone Geyser_.Basin, Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico, and even 
fossil forests of petrified trees, there is no particular reason 
why these scenic features should not be extended to include remnants 
of primeval vegetation, such as prairies, primeval forests, and 
treeless bogs. 

May I urge that you express to the National IJark Service 
your approval of the plan of a National Primeval Monument of every 
type of native vegetation to be kept as an inviolate preserve and 
that the Lynn Fork of Leatherwood tract in Kentucky be the first of 
these National Primeval Monuments. 

Very sincerely yours, 

RBG:RMc Robert B. Gordon 



i 
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GRINNELL COLLEGE 

Kon. L. K. Murphy, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Murphy: 

Grinnell, Iowa. 

.Tan. 22, 1.936. 

I beg. to call your a:ttantion to the. movement to est.abli.sh 
• under the National Park Service a se·ries of' National Primeval 
Monuments, for the pre,servation of some remaining perfect examples 
or· Am.er.ic:a's nativ;e veget~t.:t.on. Such "'muse.um pieces"' out or· dooFs, 
kapt essentially in the:iir.- na.tu.ra:l p-rime·val condition, would be of 
the greatest value sC!ientifically, aS' wall as for historical, 
literary and arti&tic- material. It is time to a.et. 

I be·g your imme.d:.ia.te fairorable action on the preservation 
of the forest. of Lynn Fork of Leatherw.ood in Perry C'oun ty, Ky. 
:t have the best authori t.y for believing very hearteily in this. 
particular projeet. 

Respectfully, 

H.enry s:. C'ona.rd. 



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERS1---i 
GEORGE W. RIGHTMIRE, P,csidcnt 

DEPARTMENT 01' BOTANY COLUMBUS 
E.N,TRANSEAU 

J, 1-I, SCHAFFNER 

W. G. STOVER 

H, C, SAMPSON 

I.. ):{,TIFFANY 

.<\, E, WALLER 

B, S. MEYER 

G, W. BLAYDES 

LOIS LAMPE 

R,B,GORDON 
R, 0, l?REELAND 

F. G, LIMING 

S, S, HUMl'HREY 

D, H, DAVIS 

C,E,'fAFT 

January 22, 1936 

The Honorable Arthur P. Lamneck 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Whereas it has been a policy for the National 
Park Service to administer National MontLments of various 
types, including the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River, 
the Yellowstone Geyser Basin, Carlsbad Caverns in New 
Mexico, and even fossil forests of petrified trees, there 
is no particular reason why these scenic features should 
not be extended to include remnants of primeval vegetation, 
such as prairies, primeval forests, and treeless bogs. 

May I urge that you express to the National Park 
Service your approval of the plan of a National Primeval 

.Monument of every type of native v:egetation to be kept as an 
inviolate preserve and that the Lynn Fork of Leatherwood tract 
in Kentucky be the first of the National Primeval Monuments. 

Very sincerely yours, 

RBG:RMc Robert B. Gordon 
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' -- DUN~ u. FLETCHER, FLA., cHAIRMAN.,.. 
C'~lfrER GLASS, VA. PETER NORBECK,!>. -~ .i(. 
ROBERT F. WAGNER, N. Y. JOHN G. TOWNSEND, JR,, DEL. 

q~ 
,, 

ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. ROBERT D. CARG:Y, WYO, 
ROBERT J. BULKLEY, OHIO JAMES COUZENS, MICH, 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. FREDERICK STEIWER, OREG. 
EDWARD P, COSTIGAN, COLO. --- ---
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N. C . 
.JAMES F. BYRNES, S. C. 
JOHN H, BANKHEAD', ALA, COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 
WILLIAM GIBBS MC ADDO, CALIF, 
ALVA B. ADAMS, COLO. 
FRANCIS T, MALONEY, CONN. 

GEORGE L, RADCLIFFE, MD. ~\C)\i\ t\~, 
WILLIAML.HILL,CLERK/4~\\V'~, . . '\,-/.;'"',\ 

/ \' RECEIV E:U 

(l:< JAN 2 •l 1936 / 

~~/ 

:M:r. A:rno B. Cammerer, 
National Rar k Servi c.e , 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Cammerer: 

J·anuary 23" 1936-. 

The enclosed letter has just come 

to me from the Garden Club of Cincinnati 

urging a National Primeval Monument and I 

shall appreciate any information and advice 

you can furnish in the matter. 

orely yours, 

HP· 



M-rs,. tfa~ga.:Tet $,. ~·p••· 
Um Ma$o·u HJ;J. .. eot.. • 
~()'Q.nt .AuJJ~:ilk,. • 
-Oinc:um~t'i,; Oh:Ht. 

Yo-w: letctei-· c-t J~,1t1/ ~?'th ~~~M~ 

)tattnal P~"tal MG:l'!Wieitta i~ hei~ :r~f P-1':ei tQ 

-t:4.~ l!{~~;tonal J>~ $ervioa w1'~"l"e I h.eli~ tlm 

mat't;e:t will be givtta -oa.i•e;tw,. .e-ania:i~atl-en .. 

With $l.1; ~0:d. lvi-!ib,~a:~ X ~ 

Stt\tae:r~lr ~out"ff •. 

l 
·I 



Wniteb ~tatc~ fecnatc 

Mr. Arno B. Cammerer, 
Director, 
NationaJ. Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

Re~pe ll 
., 

- ____ :? ---

U. 8. OOVZRNlUtl'IT PRO.TING OWICB: 1$13:) 9-345 
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ARTHUR P. LAMNEC.K 
12TH DIST. OHIO 

COMMITTEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

HOME ADDRESS: 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES\/ ·----/ 

• "'\,,( ~-),! ''' 7_.J 
• HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES • ·,if ·J"//t:,¢~. ,/;t:>:,.,,,;"}.✓'&/r-

WASHINGTON, D. C. 1 

The Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Sir: 

January 24, 1936 

I am. in receipt of a letter, which 
I enclose, from Robert B. Gordon of the Ohio State Un­
iversity. It is self-explanatory. 

Will you kindly consider this matter 
and let meLhave a reply so that I may communicate with 
my constituent intelligently? 

Your cooperation in this matter will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. P. Lamneck, M. C. 

.. ------



:\ 

" ~,~,?':--~:-~.- ':~ .:.= .... ~·_: '-;; ·; ·::,;,_ ~:;.",·. 

C 
0 
p 

KAID.AS STATE COLI.EGE O]' AGIUCULTUHI~ 
AND APPLIED SCIENCE 

y Manhattan, Kansas.: 

The Honorable George McGill, 
liJni ted. States Senate\, 

Washington, D. c·, 

Dear Sir: 

January 24, 1936. 

In view of t-he fact that people who are interested in pres.erving 
a few National Primeval Monuments of every type of' vegeta.t_ion are· 
not prone to inform you of th:lis fact,. we, members of the Botany 
Dep8irtment of Kansas State, College wish to call your attention to 
the desirability of having National Primeva:1 Monuments or the 
important types of native vegetation kept as inviolate p:res-erves. 
'fll:ts, meBD;s that such' areas will not be developed as. park are·as. 
a.re by building roads and path~, but only tl::te ne.cessary fencing 
and guarding to allow nature to take he·r course. 

The prfnc:tpal advantages: of such areas, are that it enables 
those who can do tha.t type of work to ge·t acqua:int-e.d ·with the way 
in whiC'h nature works. This, in turn" bee-ausa of' experience in 
the ways or nature, makes· possible- a w:i.s&r re.gulation OT: method 
o-r proeedure in new situat.ions that continually come up. 

One of the fi.rst of these areas: which ought, to be made, a 
Nati.anal Primeval Monument :ils the Lynn .lt'ork a:rea of thq· Leatherwood 
Trac-tin Kentucky. 

Any support which you may be able to give sue:h a mov:emant will 
be a:ppre,c:ia ted by u:s .. 

~"RANK C. GATES 
H .. H. HAYMAKER 
C-. L. LIFEBORE 
W. E. DAVIS 
HANLEY FELLOWS 

Very truly yours, 

EUNICE L. KINGSLE.Y 
EDWIN C .• MILLER 
MAHGARJ!,"11 NEWCOMB 
L. E. :MELCHERS 
G. H. FICKE 



DEPARTMEN 

NATIONA 

W/J 

Is there 
why this was r 
·If' not, will b 

~ 

1/27/36. 

Note for thEl' ~iles~ 

Mr~. I.trey Brown or dine inns.ti., Oh:io, t:alked1 
to Mr. Ilemaraiy and Ben Thompson on. Ja:in-qary 2:"l, 
1935. She he:d very intere,sting photographs and 

. dlata to pre·sent. M'.L-. JJemare,y suggested. that: 
sI1e lfrlit:~ to the Sec-retary asking fo'Jr. a statement 
as- to the e.itt':ttude o-r the De,partment; pll'ovicJecl. 
the local organization secure1a thEl' nec-essa:r,-y 
:runds'. ro-r pu~ehasa, or the area through pr·:i'vate 
sub:se-r.iption. 



GEORGE MCGILL, KANS., CHAIRMA.1'..., .. _ 

BURTON K. WHEELER, MONT. THOMAS O. SCHALL, MINN. 
DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. LYNN J. FPIAZIER, N. DAK. 
ROBE:RT J. BULKLEY, OHIO 
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN. 
ELBERT D. THOMA~;UTAf-1 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND. •. ·~ -. > 

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN. COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS ~ •..• ' ,. • ,. .. ..., :::... ' Ii 

RICHARD M. LONG, CLER!< 

January 27th, 1936 

Dear f.ir. Secretary: 

I am enclosing a copy of a communication 

just received from Miss Eunice L. Kingsley and other students 

of Aansas State College, Ulanhattan, Kansas, urging the setting 

aside of the territory known as the Lynn .t:' ork area of the Leather­

wood Tract in Kentucky as a National Parh:. 

May I express the hope that you will give this 

proposal sympathetic consideration. 

Please acknowledge ·receipt and. advise me status. 

Hon. Harold Ickes, 
Secretary of the I 
Washing ton, D . C 

Enclosure 

cerely yours, 



GEORGE MCGILL, KANS., CHAIRMA1'....._ 

BURTON K. WHEELER, MONT. 'T"HOMAS D. SCHALL, MINN. 
DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. LYNN J. FRAZIER, N. OAK. 
ROBERT J. BULKLEY I OHIO 
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN. 
ELBERT D. THOMAS, \ITAH 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND. 

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN. 

RICHARD M. LONG, CLERI< 

The National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs:-

I am enclosing a commm1ication from Miss 

Eunice L. Kingsley and other students of Kansas State College, 

ifanhattan, Kansas, urging the settLng aside of the territory 

known as the Lynn Fork area of the Leatherwood Tract in Kentucky 

as a National Park. 

ifay I express the hope that you will give this 

pro~osal sympathetic consideration. 

Please acknowledge- receipt and advise me status. 

Very yours, 

Enclosure 



Chapel Rill, N. C. 

De.pt .. of Botany 

/ 
Sene:tor· Robert: .He-ynolds, 

-------.,..,-........._... 
Wa:shing;t0.n, D .. a:. 

.Yanua:ry 28;J?P~6. 

'(:'·' 

'My deaF Senator: 

.Aa you probabl:;t know, th now a movement to es.tabl.ish 
what a:ire: ealle:d National Pr· val Monuments. in a.rder to pres.e.rva 
important or intere,sting ty~ :s ot the--nEi't]. ve vegetation of' America, 
sueh $ for example,. ,as some of our "'cypre,ss awamp-s"" ,. ursav:annas"", 
"1:iammocks:"', &to:.. This, moveme:nt has the pe,culiar merit, in theae. 
times, of calling for no speoi.a.l expense, ac,tually none, 1 believe, 
since the, neoe.saa:ry are.·as are: intended to be. de.rived by gift. .. 
These areas, will be of real se:ient.ifi.e use, but t-hey mus-t also 
continually be of gr.eat public: inta:reat for thei:xr historical and 
geog:rBtphie veh1es. On,e tha;t is now immedia,tely a.vaila.ble is wha;t 
;ta, called. the fore:s,t. of Lynn .lfa.rk or Loatherwoo.d in Perry 'County, 
Kentucky, which has, been care·fUlly studi.ed. by many competent 
people, including_ some- for whose j,udgment and characta,r 1 can 
pe:rsonalI.y voueh., lt is;: said to be the fines.t remaining area of 
mixed rore:s,t, not, on. the mountains and. not mainly carnivorous,, in 
eastern North .ilmeri.ca:. This, trac:t. is beiing offered as EI gift t:o 
the Nat iohal Park Service. 

'Fhe,re are ee-rtainly some. areas in this State· whtch should, 
likewi i=ie be pre.served and. which. may become a'ilai.lable: at s.ome early 
time. 

1 know that th.is sort of movement does: not excite: vary gena,ral 
public :fnt.e:resit, but .L feel sure:th!a't you l'fill appreciate its importance .• 
'l'he idea is, so Ii unde-ratand it,, to give the National Pa:rk Se:irviee 
authority to ~c:e,e;pt sueh gi.fts. 

Very sinc:e:rely yam-s., 

(Sgd}i R. E.. <,;.OKEB:. 

-----



EL.1.ISON D. SMITH, S. C., CHAIRMAN 
BUR~N K. WHEELER, MONT. GEORGE W. NORRJS', NEBR. 
ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. CHARLES L MC NARY, OREG. 
GEORGE MCGILL, KANS. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. PETER NORBECK, S. OAK. 
W. J. BULOW, S. OAK. LYNN J. FRAZIER, N. DAK. 
HATTIE W. CARAWAY/ARK. 
LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA 
JAMES P. POPE, IDAHO 
CARL A. HATCH, N. MEX. COMMITTEE ON 
'THEODORE G, BILBO, MISS. 
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J. 
LEWIS B. SCHWELLENBACH, WASH. 

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN. 

C. A, LAWTON, C 

Mr . .Arno B. Ca.rmnerer, Director, 
National Park Service, 
Department of Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Carnmerer: 

January 28, 1936. 

I am transmitting herewith, for your attention, 
letter from Professor Henry S. Conard, Grinnell College, 
Grinnell, Iowa, which is self-explanatory. 

Kindly return Professor Conard 1 s letter, with 
your comments. 

Very truly yours, 
, . 

Loui s Murphy 



BYRON B. HARLAN 
3D DJSTRICT-0HJO • 

National Park Service, 
Washington, D. p. 

Gentlemen: 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

The matter has been brought to my attention 
concerning a movement for the establishma.nt of National 
Primeval Monuments wherein the various types of our 
native vegetation are to be preserved. This appeals 
to me as a very desirable objective, and if not already 
provided for in our :(fational Park Service, I would 
recommend that step's be taken to accomplish this 
purpose. 

Some constituents of my district who are 
greatly interested in this work have req_uested me to 
urge your acceptance of the Lynn Ford of Leatherwood 
tract as the first of these national monoments.· Of course, 
I am in no position· to know the facts concerning.this 
particular tract, or the desirability of other places, 
but I have a great deal of confidence in the people who 
have-- recommended this • to me and should, therefore~ be 

_yery pleased to see this tract used. • 

Yours very truly, 

~-~~c___ 

BBH/en - Byron B. Harlan. , 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MRS . .JOHN C. BLEY 

D.R. CLARENCE BONNELL 

MR. EAMES MACV 

MR . .JENS .JENSEN, PRESIDENT 
THE CLEARING 

RAVINIA, ILLINOIS 

DR, HENRY C. COWLES 
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT 

MRS. HAZEL BUCK EWING 
2ND VICE•'PRESIDENT 

PARK, ILLINOIS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MR. LEE MIGHELL 

MISS CATHERINE A. MITCHELL 

MISS LENA M. McCAULEY 

MISS CAROLINE M. MCILVAINE 

MR, FREDERIC H. PATTEE 

MISS SOPHIE A. THEILGAARD 

MR . .JOHN S. VAN BERGEN 

MR. EDISON L. WHEELER 

January 28th, 1936 •. 

Director of the National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 
Whereas llrnerica!rn native vegetation is rapidly disappearing 

and as virgin areas of such vegetation of really superior quality 
should be preserved on account of their historical, aesthetic, 
literary,· and scientific value, and as the existing classification 
of our Na·tional Monuments does not seem to make provision for the 
acquisition and administration of such areas: 

Resolved that the Friends of Our Native Landscape of Chic1S.go, 
Illinois, approves of the movement to establish National Primeval 
Monuments to consist of areas of important types of .America 1 s veget­
ation which are to be held and administered by the National Park 
Service a.s inviolate preserves in which there shall be no disturb­
s.nee of plant or animal life. 

Resolved also that the Friends of Our Native Landscape approves 
and endorses the fforts of the recently organized 11Save-Kentucky 1 s­
Primeva1-Forest League'to acquire the area of deciduous forest of 
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood, Perry County, Kentucky, to be set aside as 
a permanent inviolate preserve. 

Yours truly, - • . p 
~~-~-----

Secretary. 

AN ASSOCIATION FOR THE CONSERVATION AND ENJOYMENT OF NATURAL SCENERY 



M. M, NE;ELY, W. VA., CHAIRMAN 

' JOSEPH T. ROBINSON, ARK, FREDERICK HALE, MAINE 
ROYAL S. COPELAND, N. Y. FRl:'.DERICK STEIWER, OREG. 
PAT HARRISON, MISS. L. J, DICKINSON, IOWA 
KENNETH MCKELLAR, TENN. ARTHUR H, VANDENBERG, MICH. 
HUGO L, BLACK, ALA. 
ALVA B, ADAMS, COL(), 
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA, 
J, HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL. COMMITTEE ON RULES 

A,R.HUYETT,CLERK 

_...-;:_{\~l PARK Sf 
_,./·1\I,· ;4:B.C£1V!::.0 

January 28, 1936. 

Honol:'able Ar1no B. Camme;r,e:i.--., 
Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 
My dear Mr. Cammerer: 

Please send me detailed information 
concerning a nation-wide movement to have 
set aside national primeval monuments in con­
nection with you;r, service. If a project is 
pending will you not kindly supply me with 
identifying nmnbe:r,s and all othet· details 
in connection with the matter. 

With the best of wishes and the kind­
est of :regards, I am, always, 

Faithfully yours, 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PAR~ SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Your le.tter Q:f luu.ary 20, enQlodn.g lettere tram iwo con.• 
atitttenta a.n.tf\or$1llf5 the a~ta'blishmtmt .of prl:fflerva,1 r11.QJ1,umants 
thr'Ougb.out tb~ tJ.Q\Urb~,,; -.i:i,t~ $P,a~1al. :ret~r.i.)'n:aa tQ thfll te.ath:e1w1(;.lQ(l 
'l'.'raet at th• r~'y.nn. Jo~k 1,p; 1(-ent.-u0k;1,. ha1 been l'eQe:lvei:'!. •. 

It 1& t.he »oliey of t.b.iJa Se:rviCJ~ ~e. e.dm.inietew •. a.a national 
parks, o:r rnonwn11tuts; ~reas su.,pporting outs\andillg examples of th~ 
me.Jor types or eharacte:rbtie vsgetattan of tht3 :United states. 
The:r.e are already ea't;til~li&J1h:ed suoh impprt&l'li l'8.!:!:~l?V'.ait1 as the 
Muir Woods National l!lWnmn.ent i:n California fer tbl\} pre19ei•vation 
or tbe Ooaatal R.(tdW.ooia., ~quoia Natt(il:nnl Park to:t the preaerva .... 
t.ion .<J•t' '!$he Giant T11e~·•• Mount O).ym:p:Qa Natiottal ~nume11t fo.r tl/.i.~ 
typieel t.imber pf· the· liQx-tl'lweat.,. Stipi.r~ lii'a.U¢nal M.onui:tmnt tor 
the trpieal deeel"t. e,aet'il.s Sl>f}eie.s of tl~at na.1ne, tlle Shenel;ldti&h 
and Orfllat smoky l\tou:ntitini~ Nation1:al J?a1•.tca· for th!i ·typioal deeiduotla 
for-eats e,f th@ .l'>i.ppalaohtan #ang$, and ni.ntiy otJil.ers. 

Heports on recent investiga.qo;na by various field ott'ice~·a 
of this service s'Ugge~te.El: 'th.et tlia f<n•e3t ot tlle tee:ther.riood Tra~t 
1.s aeru.ewhat ai:rnUa:r tQ that l¥ithin the Q:ll'eat a~oky dountaina Watiola.al 
J?ark. Tl:~e q,uesthn 8.$ t°' w.hethal" 01:• not a &u.fficient ~re& of th.i.a 
pa:rtieular typa is :pi!'e·~ervtd, frQJn tll.e vieW:pO'i:ttt of uationa1 se:tent . .i­
fla int8l"'est, 1 will bQ gi,ven tu1tfi.h~1~ studf,• 

It ts fli!Jl"end the.t th& te,a:hhe'.K'w~cm ~a:¢t ia wort.ht of prel$er"­
vation l,y sonae-agency- and th& eff.01: ta Qt' various supporters or th.ts 
pl.an have c:u,r h1gbes:t oenimendavi€ith Wt;t· ~hall be glad to recei~e-
end con:1;41dElr any turther 1ntomatio.n ~v ~ugeestione y@u may have 
~eiau:1ag th& pr-EHJ$l'Vat!~n ()f the Leathe;rwQQd 'J;'raot. 

'l11e encleaUll'es en.ibmi t.ted wt tu you]l l,~tter ,are returned. 
togQtllia:i;- with tw(I) .at)p:i,es ot this tEiply • a.a reg_U;.<3$-C.ed. 

-- _ / 89i71al 
~fmd 

Oord1a.l1y yot1l's.; 

A,., E. De-J:aJ.-, 
AO\ing Dl?&(ltO.f-,. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO:Ft 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

. llllmt (d f{.,,.ffl.ffl1klt'ftHb 

lq de~ ~. bltl 

,_ JIQ ~tt,_., Of 1~· to,. -♦lt14q ~1:t.- ~ WO Ct.a-, . 

•ti~a •htda,•"'llt, e,-.-.u---t Of ~'f~ •n~t• t~lllh~ 
Oft tlM cnat•;· With ..... ••h-QO It.>: \lm X.theftW T~t ., 
tbt.l Z,C ~ t11 .Dl,ft-,;f Ml b•a hUlWlc• • 

It u .. JOlit:Y ,,. thll ~-- • a~lte-», u u:&to~ 
,-'Oll1M, W ---· $,lt/ifii!!idi• :&nilt\~,t,~""' Q"""~l,ii.,.~,11,t/l_.,.., .A,tr~~i-,.. Of. ,;l;'i..;9 ~- .. • • •.. ~ _..,,.,,,,._.,,~ 'W,,'lli -~ -'II\"~ . . ~. 

~- 1fl$'t ;If --.at'h»l#Ji.t w1•talltm tt· thf. tit:64 Bkt••• tM• 
e;Wt -•~- ·taklUatu,4 ~ ~t taNnata l·S lht !A\iY :IQ041 lilili't 

tto.a,,,,:.➔.-,. Sir O..U~t• ... tt1' •• t••..-1$itl..•a ett· th ea,tul. 
-J~••· · .... ,. ·w..1tomlf lfat~··,- ·•1· ~~ttffttli'At "d -IM._ ,@twmt 
, ... i •• ~ lld1t:oal ..... ,. 'IMIJ tb'I twl:¥1 .... " tailffll, 

. _-iil!'l'lilli•1.e·"" ...,,_ o111.;,.,-i._. il<iii- ·.&.t.""'r. ---·•n,•Jl~fk• -~"'JI .~ ... _. ~At.."il 'ii-_ .. ..,·, .... ,~,. ..,J,',;,.., 
W-,r,!'¥ .• W)'l ~-ti, -·· .,,,_ ~~•\ii;-~ -Iii, w.Jt~II ~- ~~~- .\'lo~ 

•ad, ~ r.· •• irntd fi'd~- :te•t.1tl ,o,f tbG . .Q~hb1tt11 
~- -"·-7$th1N• 

tt s., ~- ·~t: tlf. taa•t~ T~•~ it •~ ot ~tts.•~!t• 
tica .Yd. •• ·dtalte, ot ·w•t.na -~•--• ti tbt", pl.a .ha•• ,~ 
ht11Jt>.e1J ,~4',fi!ml, • ,1Wl It gW tAl> .Jtidft ,~ ~:iol' ., 
mtlt$~ bft•1t~a • ~,u., ,a -,. .- ~~*q tM -•~iw. 

ftflt-., 01' 1he Il#i:tl-.14 -~,., 

$ 1 <m;°'141Wtt1/J ••tt•d. tr! .• JiU l•tt•• ~ ?Mtumc«, t•'lhN' 
wtt1- ,- •14• of ·tlda "~• aa X'fttllMte4- • 

jlb : 1,)ht :mnm 

Co,\r:M~ Jfflalll; 

A-. E* Dertwl'q • 
Af.t1,tltl nbltt-•I'• 

--------
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WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH,·CHAIRMAN 
QCARTER GLASS, VA. . ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS 

ROYALS. COPELAND, N.Y. HAMILTON F. KEAN, N,J. 
MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD. ROBERT D. CAREY, WYO. 
THOMAS P.GORE, OKLA. WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT. 
J. HAMILTON LEWIS, ILL. 1 JAMES J. DAVIS, PA. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. JAMES COUZENS, MICH, 

2:i181 I 

PATRICK MCCARRAN,'NEV, 
ROB~flT R. REYNOLDS, N.C, 

JAMES P. MCCENEY, CLERK 
COMMITTEE ON 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

-~Iiri~mOR D~2'T. ~ 
~ ::T•'.fn<!WED ·I 

January 31, 1936 t FEB,,""1936 ~ 

Secre ary of Interior, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

.,. ...... -p .~ ~-JK ~. -·"ij ... 

~~,\)~t•Ztie·y;liiN r, v,-?:; -, 

FE 1:3 - 4 i'j3b 

Attached hereto I send you·a self-explanatory 
communication which I have received today from Mr. R. E. Coker of 
the University of North Carolil'!-a at Chapel Hill, N. O. 

Will you ·please look into ·the matter about 
which Mr. Coker has addressed me and advise me regarding the same 
at an early date? 

. '··.~ 
1_, .. 

I shall appreciate your returning the enclosed 
correspondence with your reply for my files. 

Sincerely yours, 

1-flh 

., 
)1 

..-----



CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

ZOOLOGICAL LABORATORY 

ITHACA, N. Y. 

Hon. Royal Cope1and, 
Senate Offici Bailding, 
Washington,D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

January 27, 1936. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received 
from Professor E. Lucy Braun, of the University of 
Cincinnati. She is Prof~ssor of Botany at that 
institution, was Vice-president this past year of 
the Ecological Society of America. This society 
for 20 years has been trying to have saved in each 
state certain primitive areas or distinctive speci­
mens of vegetation for scientific purposes, these to 
be left inviolate, status_ qu<;>, with no lawn makers, 
monument erectors, public building programs, or any­
thing else modifyi.ng one ,iota. Many biologists, 
botanists, zoologists, scientists, are asking this 
for the whole country. Not parks, playgrounds, but 
specimens of different vegetational t¥pes for future 
generations, e.g. a few prairie original types, a 
cypress swamp so untouched. Who in New York now knows 
what the oak plains of Caledonia, N.Y. or pine plains 
of Rome, N;_y. meant? Yet segments of some of these we 
might eventually save. To our state planning board 
some day I'll present a corridor of areas (from Buffalo 
t.@to Albany) to be pre served, or from Chautauqua Lake 
to Orange Co. 

I heartily endorse this plan because I know 
Dr. Braun. The area she wants is a gem. There is no 
Appalachian forest in the smokies any better. She told 
me about it a month ago. 

r have travelled on expeditions in these 
u. s. A. for 25 years, my ~ast trip of 20,000 miles 
about a year ago. As a zoologist here of a third of 
a century standing, as a c:Ltizen of your state, as 
zoological adviser for New York state for the Ecological 
Society of America, as a member of a national committee 



Hon. Roy~l Copeland -2- Jan. 27, 1936 

of four for that society to secure preservation of 
natural areas, I endorse for your consideration this 
project of Dr. Braun. 

~ I have no personal fish to fry, no tigers 
to comb, no birds to bag. Neither do I feel I null­
ify in any way my qµasi~judicial position as a member 
at large for U. s. A. on the Division of Biology and 
Ag~iculture, National Research Council. I am for it 
because future generations will surely bless anyone 
who sought it . 

From 25 years of sleeping in southern swamps, 
western mountains, prairie lands, I know our people 
have largely interpreted conservation as Dnmediate 
utilization, the immediate personal game bag, my or 
my corporation's returns,with little thought for our 
future resources, future generations. ours is not a 
mere sentimental movement. It is more than horse 
sense or common sense. Usually in the past, common 
sense has been common habit. We must anticipate, and 
this proposition hurts none, occasionally local short­
sighted obstinates. In the end a fine effect is 
attained. 

I hope that you can endorse this proposition 
and so state to the National Park Service as Dr. Braun 
suggests to me when she asks me to write you re this 
matter. 

AHW:EB 

Sincerely yours, . 

~\'-\o-~W~ 
Albert Hazen ~right 
Prof. of Zoology 
Cornell University 

----· 



I;l:r~ • .A,l.be~it-·H~-, Wright~ 
Ithia,ca:; N,.Y •. · 

o-ear ·D.r\ •. wright:· 
. ' . . . 

COPY 

I am·~vvrtti.ng to get, your support ei.nd t,ha su:ppa.l"'t, of your 
state .:fe>r· t.b,e move:m~nt to eatabl ish National Prime.val Monuments. 
T~e · f~rst• ·6f: ,~:or.uary the, perfoc.tad plan is t.o be present:ed tn 
We.sningt,C?Jh: • Eef'or·e that tin.Hi~ senators and· rliipresenta 4ives of 
every $:t.ai;.e nni's:t 'be told by ·t:he ir cons ti tuent,g ·that they are to 
.support; th~ )il?v:ement. Briafly,tlle plan is: 

" ·To estabi tsh. H.atj,onail Monu;uents .of every impo:rtt~,nt or interest-
ing type or.· A.meric.a•s native vegetation ... - as cypress swamp, ttitll• 
grass prairie, desert. grassland, northern sphagnum bog and bog 
forest.,, tiaster-n de-0-·id.uous forest, etc. Such a,reas should oe 
Virgin area$. of really superior qt:tal i ty. They are ·to be knovm 
aS"·Na~;onal ·pr:J/m~v.a:l Monuments. -, Th~· ~x'i-s~in'G(c~.a.ii l:l:i.oati0n 
of nat.1onal mo1,uments 111a1<.es •n.o prov1si.on 1 or areas secured aolely 

_ as ttnnir::Haum pi.e,cesit o.f Amer1c·ar s veg$ta.tion, am:1. henc.s: interpo.ses 
·an obstacle in t.he way o:f their pres.e:rvat.ion. su.ch areas are not, 
only of soientit'io V'a.lue, b·J.t are algo of h:ts:tox·ioal., literary 
and artistic value, .Jt is t,h~se values ra.thar than the scientific 
ones which nE,J.~d to be s.t¥'.8S3ed, if the p:lan ls t.o re.ceive Jrublic 
support. 

As a definite a.i."1.d concrete _instance of int-ention to e.sta.b-
1 i?h s:ac.h, .a., n.a::t. io,nal,. p.r~imev,al :_no.nument 1 let .me. Q,it,~ t~.,,e .:tSf;(,0r.,j-,s 
of the re cent,.1 y o·r ganizad 11 save..:.Kentuck!'s--Pr' imeval-Fore,$t • L'eague 11 • 

This .League.is raising funds (can you help?) to pur~hase the 
fine$t. remainL"lg area of low al·titude .i.ixed d0oiduous forest 
in eastern North .America., ·the forest ot Ly:ran. Fork of Leather>v-wood 
in . .Perry Co~,Ky.. (I am personally familiar wit.h the tract and 
Cat).•·vo1+_ch for it,s ·quality). 'Nher acquired, the League wish~.~ to 
give. t.his t.r:act into the care· o;f the National Park Service. to 
be held as an invi<?lq\t.e pre.serve.,. in which there s.1ball be ·no 
disturbance,· no nurriariliio.~Hf i•~ation. ! ha.Ve be-en tol.d that th.ere 
is no precedent, ·a.'1·d no classification :tor sueh areas. Let us. 
make one:-t We need to acquir~ c1nd $@;~; a..s.id,e . SillJ~~l, ~- 'o·r O;Ut' ~1at,i ve 
vegetation (.toget.het w~the the anim~fs ,.as {1il-r, !ftS •ti-ha;'.t, is r1ow 
possible) be'fo're. it is too late. The pl"an of··N1;;itional Primeval 
l'Jf())D.Um.ents is desJgned: t,o meet tho· ne,ed. '1'.he plan: has the v:r ~ tten 
endo.rsernent o:f tha Amer:i.aan Associat,ion for- i~ha Adv·eneem~nt of 

. $.c ience, • the Botanic-al S<rnl.ety o:f ·America, th.a Ecological So,c iety 
of America, a_s well· as of many other no-n-sci.entt:f'ic 11a:~u1-:e and 
out ... door organ.iza.tions and of many prominent individuals. ·what 
i•t .n.e.eds now is a country .... wide shove. Get behind i•t. 

. I must. depend on you for the nec.B$$t-try state--wi.de endorse-
ment of this plan., However busy you ma,;y be, :to~ must not :fail; 
there • is not t'ime for me to,•. get s.omeona i.n your place; and I nav~ 
endless other details to .~st.end to. 0 Do it, now 11 • There is no 
time to. lose. For your eornteni9nce I cnclo:50 a few mimeographed 

.. -----
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slip8 givirig• ~i~~ctions as to just -ibat to do. ?lease writs 
Yourself:., -~hep p.a~s. on this reou~-ast to t.en rnore pcwDle in your 

I ll\.• ~ • J,; 

st·at.e. who o-a.n/\turn ~ass it. on t,o ot.hers so a.6 t,o cover t.lJ,e • 
entire st.at•e:. .In t.his wa,y w-e can apprise th.:;. ssn,;1,tors and 
repres.entative13 f1~om all over th.e countr.y t.h.,.t tt:1erie ;ts a 
movement ori foot that must be x1amsm~•~x supported. 

Plea:s.e scand me n. ;po.st card saying that you have done your 
par·t. 

·, 
.' ~), " , .. 



ROYALS. COPELAND,,N. Y., CHAIRMA~ 

DUNCAN U. FLETCHER, FLA. CHARLES L. MCNA • ..._ .-,REG. 
MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX. HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF. 
JOSIAH WILLIAM BAILEY I N. C. GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK. 
HATTIE W. CARAWAY, ARK. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH~ 
BENNETT CHAMP CL.ARK, MO. WALLACE: H. WHITE, JR,, MAINE 

.. ,~l.,-(.,.r 

,,. - Vi,. ./4~~ ' N f.· t \ SL., 

LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA ERNEST W. QISSON, VT. 
JOHN H .. OVERTON, LA~ 

~ Cnnc~ ,.$£a£e!Z-..$cna£c 
NATHAN L. BACHMAN, TENN. 
THEODORE G. BILBO, MISS, COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE 
VIC DONAHEY, OHIO 
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA. 
FRANCIS T. MALONEY,CONN. GRACE MCELDOWNEY,CLERK 
GEORGE L, RADCLIFFE, MD, ROGER WILLIAMSON, ASST. CLERK February 1, 1936 

Dear Mr. Director: 

I am enclosing a letter I have received from Professor 

Albert H. Wright, of Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

please let me have your comments. 

Honorable Arno B. Cammerer 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Cordially yours, 

f 

Will you 

-·--
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

\. p~IIK Sf 
E,CEIVEO 

EB- 519 FEB ~':t 1936 

.Autno,,,, •• 1:>;tttJ; ,.1,, ... , 'b· , •• h'"'i-4 J•k ,ieiJ?V ... 
let, ot 1ble ~»-·t.t1•1 to ~ate11- .· att ••U~»l'4. ~ •a 
•~eat, 11 ~••• ~r---zrU·II/$ ·•utd•- ~l• ot· ~ 
~ 'h•t lit ~Uz.ltlle· Wpktlft o'l th-. tt»ltt'd ··tat••"' 
n.t-a ~• &l.r•aQ' •.tt@litM4 ~ ,,..__.t~t w.••wa q ._ 
M'4~ iftod$ lkdtc~ ••. ~.,., t..n fil.'4ltow.ai ..• fa:r. ~ ,.,. .... ~ 
'11.tm· ot t.l:t.er --ttil l':?t4tet-t4#., S•llt.O:lti ••1~1 ,._k Soll' tll• 
:P••n-$U~• ·ttl tlMt. Qt_.,.,,_ • .,, ~t tJi,-'M .... ••l Mt~tt• 
••• R'fi ._ inlal •--•r •'- U.• lttlbu.tlt ~- l~tl~•t 
:1e---.1 t411' It• tnl'O,d «•••••·· CG.IN -~•Ill• -.1 tkt., ._, 
tl\a ...... ..a --~- .__., --~-,., •• l'ati1•t. '1o.ltt tt·f 
.. 1nltd 4te14ll0•• f.tr••it•, t#l ._, ·fil•u.l•e.a ~. $.It\ 
~•-•h.-, 

li ,_., .._.., -I llie if'a j"otllit ••tJ It ftJrtllt of Jl"••• 
•n.Uo., -~ ,, , .••• ,. ,,,, ••• ··••'».ad •odd m,t ,. 
••t.abJ.1-.t4. •• a ••bmA •---•• _,..,.. tht, l•d.• ·wwa 
t&i,ateG. '-0 ••· 1-ttJ4 .,..,...,., 

... ,_, ,:1••• 

(Sgd.) HARRY SU\ TTERY 
~, ~fflltt 

»•tli>raal,Att1•~t 
!fo ._ ,fe•v•'--1 .. 

. ~. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHIN.GTON 

February 5, 1936. 

Attached are· a number of replie:s to lette·rs. from botanists, 
ec,ologists, and conservation organizations, urging the e·stablish.rre·nt 
o.f primeval monuments to preserv:e v:arious vegetative formations. 
with particular re·ference to the Leatherwood. Trac·t: in Kentucky. 

This seams to _be a conc·entrated movement. on the part of 
botanists- along the same line·s as a proposal which I. presented to you 
in re-port form about a year ago,. recommending a surv:ey of plant fo nnations, 
geologiaa.l, phenomena. seenic: types> and phases of' AmericaE:. his.tory 
whfc·h may be of national interest. 

I hope to bring, this matter to you in a more tangible form 
within the- next month or twot so I wanted to c:all this correspondence. 
to your attention while it is going through. 

/ J 
I .-.-; 
' I 

-7 
/7•-·t. ,;'[ /,. /J·,. _,,.. 

/} 
, '_/"£;-•·I~ .....,.~ • t,, • 

..-----· 
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ID4.e ~attr-iKr11turh!f .n }frim.eunl-llf o~st :;Jj.eagur 
iG.e.xtugtnn, l!C.eutudtt! 

OR, E. LUCY BRI\UN, EXEC,•SEC. 

2702 MAY STREET, CINCINNIITI, OHIO 

February 5, 1936. 

Hon. Harold L. Ickes, 
s·ecre·tary- of the· Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ickes: 

MRS. BAILEY P. V✓ooTTON, SEc.-TREAS. 

818 SHELBY STREET, FRANKFORT, KY. 

A.t r·e·cent conferences in Washington wi t.h Mr. Demaray 
and Mr. Ben H. Thompson or the National Park Service, it was sug­
gested that I write to you concerning the. Lynn Fork. of Leatherwood 
fore-st. 

The· Save-Kentucky's-Primeval-Forest League is rais.­
i ng money to purchase a super la ti ve tract of virgin fores:t on the 
Lynn Fork of Lea.therwood in Perry County, Kentucky. This tract 
fff one of the best remaining examples, if not the best, of· eas.tern 
America's low a.ltitud.e mixed hardwood. fores:t. We wis.h, when t.his 
I.and is acquired, to dona•te. it, to the United. States· to be. kept as, 
an inv.iolate pre·s,e:rve. and administered, by the National Park Service 
as a National Monument -- a National Primev.al r.Ionument. We vv.ish 
t.o have it proclaimed a: national monumentaswas Muir Wood.s National 
Monument, -- by Proclama t.i on. of Pres:i dent Theodore Roos.ev.:el.t on . 
the 9th day of lanuairy-, 1908,-- following the purc.haae of the 
fores::t. by William Kent .. and. his. w.i fe. 

Thos:e· who are supporting our efforts to acquire 
t.he forest wis:h to be ass,ured of the dispos'i tii1on to be made of the 
tract. The assuranc,e that it will become a National Monument 
will be a _great atimulus. to ms,ny. intere.ste-d persons and. will speed. 
t.he' ra·ising of. fun.ds-- for t.b.e purcha-s,-e of the forest. Can you. 
let me~ have a s:ta teme·nt that the Lynn Fork of Leatherw:ood fores;t 
wtll (vvhen purchased, and offered to the United States) be a.ccepted 
as:- a National Monument. administered by the Na,tional Park Service. 

Yours r-es.pect.fully, 

(£X~6~--
E. Lucy Braun, • 

Executive Secretary 

ELB/AF 



~ 

.. ~~~:-·~.:-~-~ .:~ . .:.~~:·: :__:"_:· '.:':_'· 

~· 

ELLISON O. SMITH, So C., CHAIRMAN 
BURTON K. WHEELER. Mom. GEORGE w. NORR. AEBR. 
ELMER THOMAS. OKLA. CHARLES L. MC NARY, OREG. 
GEORGE MCGILL, KANS. ARTHUR CAPPER. KANS . 
.JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. PETER NORBECK, S. OAK. 
W. J. BULOW, S. OAK. LYNN .J. FRAZIER, N, OAK. 
HATTIE W, CARAWAY,'ARK. 
LOUIS MURPHY, lOWA7 

.JAMES P. POPE:, IDAHO 
CARL A. HATCH, N. MEX. 
THEODORE G. BIU30, MISS. 
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J. 

COMMITTEE ON 

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
LEWIS B. SCHWELLENBACH, WASH. 

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN. 

C. A. LAWTON, CLERK 

Mr . .Arno B. Ca..'lll1lerer, Director, 
National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Camrnerer: 

February 6, 1936. 

I am transmitting herewith letter from Mr. C. W. 
Lantz, Professor of Biology, Iowa State Teachers College, 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, expressing approval of the plan to 
establish National Primeval Monwnents of types of native 
vegetation, and uxging particularly that the Lynn Fork of 
Leatherwood Tract in Perry Co'Wl.ty, Kentucky, be made a 
preserve. 

Please give Mr. Lantz 1 s letter your serious 
consideration, returning it with your advice. 

~ours, 

Louis Murphy 

.----
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ELMER THOMAS, OKLA. CHARLES L. MC NARY, OREG,. 
GEORGE MC GILL, KANS. • ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS,. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. PETER NORBECK, S. OAK. 
W. J. BULOW, S. OAK. LYNN J. FRAZIER, N. OAK, 
HATTIE W. CARAWAY, ARK. 
LOUIS MURPHY, IOWA 
JAMES P. POPE, IDAHO 
CARL A. HATCH, N. MEX. COMMITTEE ON 
THEODORE G, BILBO, MISS. AG RI CULTURE AND FORESTRY 
A. HARRY MOORE, N. J. 
LEWIS B, SCHWELLENBACH, WASH. 

HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN, . --r-•~·~--~'7?-:--~--. 

-~~L p /-\ \L. · '-•· '•r · 
c. A. ~,:~•\'t'-:E~f'..C .::.!\/,; '·' "'•··l-:· 

Mr.Arno :B.Ca.mmerer, Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washingto~. D.C. 

Dear Mr.Ca.mmerer:-

Febru.ary 6, 1936 

I am transmitting herewith letter from 
Mr.J.M.Hitchings, Senior High School, Davenport, 
Iowa, expressing approval of the plan to 
establish National Primeval Monuments of t1J'.PeS 
of native vegetation, and urging particularly that the 
Lynn Fork of Leatherwood Tract in Perry County, 
Kentµcky, be made a preserve. 

Please give Mr.liu.tchings 1 letter your serious 
consideration returning it with your advice. 



). 

.. ~ -~~ --~~...::::~ -· .-,.-'-;-.-;.: :...:c ·: ·:' ·'·. ,>:,:, .. 

'-\ - CARTER GLASS, VA. 

ROBERT F. WAGNER, N. Y •. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 
ROBERT J. BULKLEY, OHIO 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. 

PETER NORBECK, S, -...K. 

JOHN G. TOWNSEND, JR,, DEL 
ROBERT 0, CAREY, WYO. 
JAMES COUZENS, MICH. 
FREDERICK STEIWER, OREG, 

EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, COLO. --- ---
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N, C. 
JAMES F, BYRNES, S. C:. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA, COMMITTEE ON ElANKING AND CURRENCY 
WILLIAM GIBBS MC ADDO, CALIF, 
ALVA B, ADAMS, COLO. 
FRANCIS T, MALONEY, CONN, 

GEORGEL.RADCLIFFE,MD. \ i\~P/IR// s. 
1\Q\,d , -U'V'---

wrLLtAM L. HILL, CLERK \\ \'- • - . • / C ~~-
Mt:. l _.::.. t V '.. i .1 (' \ 

(* FEB';'- 1926 y 
~~--~✓ 

Mr. Arno B. Cammerer, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear M.r. Cammerer:-

February 6, 1936 

Under date of January 20th and January 23d, 
I wrote you with reference to a National Primeval 
Monument and to date I have not received a reply. 
I shall appreciate any information you can furnish 
in the matter. 

I am attaching hereto a number of letters which 
have come to me on the subject. 

rely you 

EC 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTM.ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
f 

/ 
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I 

l 

'V 
Mr.. O • B.--Anilr..al!ft.._ 

se-c:rete.11y~ '!he Frienda. ot our 
Native ;Landacttpo, 

a last nu.ron·street., 
Oh!oago, Ill. 

,,.. •. 

Your lattel" of J"unua!"J' 26 tlndoraing the esetabliabent. or 
primeval monum¢nt1:l' throughout the United states, with speeia.l 
l'eferenoe to the. teatherwood Tract ot the Lynn Fork in Perry 
County:, R:ent.ucky,. ha$ been ·reeeived. 

lt i:s- t'l1e poU-oy -of the N.at:t.o:nal Perle Serviee to a.dmiJllster, 
a.a national parks and montm1ents,. areaf3 suppQrt.-ing outstanding 
examples of the majQr types -of characteristio veg~t~tion of" tbe 
United Ste.tea.. There a.re already e.st~blished su:ch bnpo:rtant 
reserves as the Muir 'Wo.ods Nation.al J.fonurnent in ca1u:.om1a. f&r 
the p.re$ervation of' th~ Coasttl Redwood.&, Sequoia. NattQna.1 Park 
tor the pre.eervat1on o"f tho Giant ~frees,. Saguaro National Monu,­
ment tor the typi.eal d&sert .e.e.;ctus of that :name, the Shenandoah 
and Great smoky Mount.ail'l$ Na:iiona.l Park$ f'or the typi:eal de,eid.u.oue 
forests ot tb.e A:ppalaeh:ian Hange_, and many othe·;- st.mllar (lreas. 

It is thought ~hat th~ Leatherwood Traet is worthy of' 
preservation and the ei"to:rts of its variouo au:ppo.)('ters th111ou.ghout 
the eountry have our highe.st commendat.1on ... , We a.hall 'be glad to 
ra~eive and consider any turther i.nt'orma.tion ,Qr suggestions 
that tb& Friends. ot our t?atiVs tandscap.e society may ·ha.ve raga.l'd­
ing either the p:va.se.rve.Uon. of the, Leatherwood 'l?raot, or Ul -general 
regarding the establ:taltm.ant r;)f prim~vitl monlil!ll.ettts .. 

✓ 
JVW-fmd 

:P-

Sincerely yours, 

A. ... E. J}ema.ray, •. 
Acting Director .. 



UNITE:D STATES 

DEPARTMEiNT/QF THE INTERIOR 
NATIO AL PARK: SERVICE 

/ ASHINGTON 

--~---. .......... 

Alth.ou8}1 th.er~ ~as be&.a no· def.1n1teJ ae-t,ion on the gau&.r.al 
pll'Qpt,ati to dat•,,, alevinral prcrpofala, have, been reeeived~ witllt 
pall'ticula~ refe~no.e- 'b:0 th-e. L:a&the:n10Qd ~o-~ast ilniet. at the- L.Ylla 
FP':rk in -Pe•r17 Courrt,y,, E:-e:ntucky-. 

It i.e 'tb'e poliey o.'t the Na.U~n&l Par.le se.rviee to awninbte;r- .. 
8$ natiGttal. pet>kS' atid moauin~XJta,, al"81:1a .eu;p1-,ertiag oat&tan&:t:ng· 
exam.pl.es of th'6- rm:1.jor types ot· cl1arae:te-~1$'t:i-e vega:tatlQn e,f the-; 
tn'titea Stntea.... lfhe:ra a-i?e al~e~uiy eata.blis,ltll'ld suell illfAl)-OJtf.,~.nt i~es~ffe$ 
&,s the Muir WoOda llat:tonal Mo.v,ument ill Gali:to.rnia -r-or tn~- pre&e.rv&"" 
tien e:f the eoaste.l Root10:~1.a,, s.aq_tw,ta Na:l:ii~la.l. P.tirlit fQ~: the pres~rva­
·ti:():J1 ot the. Oisnt 'free.e,,, B&SU'ftt:'Q marU..0,l'l'al. Uoiaument to;r- the tn,lool 
d.it$e<~t caetus of th~t uame, the Sheaa-n.4eah D·d ~eaat Stlisty. Mo-untains 
Ntttfo,nal Pa~ka £pr, tiae typ!et.tl. deetth;,ou i'<>Fests of' tlle Appal.ae,hian 
Range• e.nd maiwy-(>t-b.e"~ sinailu area»,. 

It. 1& thc,ught, that th-e, l.eathe1~-0od T1-&e-t iil w0.rth:, er P'~$e.;r.:v.a­
t1on,, and thei .a·tt(i-1'1:s $It" ita vart~W.$ •up:pG:rt-&ra -thrau~haut th(;!, 001.mt-r:;1 
h$:Ve oU:r hign.eat e~ooeni:tfiticn... We-'$'ball bta ,gl~(:1/ t1i> ll@l!!'.e,1 ve, and e.on ... 
ajd.e:-r-1UIY tttrthffll" .augg~al1~aii }'l'O:U: ma1 li.ia.ve•. ll!'et.;~3!':ding either the p,Ni-ser-­
va ti.on or t.he Le-a thtnoolil i!wa:e t, c1' in go:n~nl. .regard ln,ri tha es-tabl ish ... 
11len. t ~t 1;)l"im~V41 11ttonusat.a., 

✓ 
JVW.,.,:fmd 

Oord.1.all;u you.ra • 

I\. 'Ea :o~Is[A:B,.£\:si 
(SG·l).) ft.. 

.A. E. De.i)1t'A:ray .. 

Aet.i:ng. Dae:ct:or. 



--- -· -- ---.-. --- ,--, _, 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENJ'' OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIQlL PARK SERVICE 
If 

~---------
Uliit~d. :.ltat-&~ senate~ 

11:n/ow:res 893'147 
JVW-ftnd 

.:fi-

(SG-D.) A. E,, 11:El!ARAY 

A:- E~ •• Detlmll'QY .. 
Ae:Un.g utree.to!" .. 

I,/. ,.,· ... 

-----
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE; INTE:RIOR 
NATIONAL .PARK SERVICE 

,' 

W'-§HINGTON 

I 

l'lon~ ~ •• haz!.ey • 
---- .. ~·•7·~-

U~ite4 States· Senate. }\ r 

c· / :' i . 

111,d.ear Senator frazier; < 

FER 

Your letter· ot J'snnary 1a,. enelo-s :t.ng a letter i'rQm one o:f your 
consti1111en:ts e:ruio~s1ug t.he e.steblJ; .. slliuent o:r _p:rha:a.val. m.o'nuni.e:i:d,s· 
thNughout. th& -conntr., 1 with fp.&cial referenee t-0 the Leatherwood: 
ll'orest tpraet at the Lynn F<Jrk in Perry county, K~ntue-ky, has: neea 
~ C•e·i ited. 

It ts the. policy -ot the Natj;onal. !?aJ>k se.rv'.t'G'e t.o. admilaJ,s·tex-, a:s 
national pa~kt, '1nd 'nionllll.lents, areaa su.1po:rtin~ ontst:an,Un.g e:miiaples 
or.· the· major types er ebara.eteristic. vegetation or the lJnite-d states. 
'51.e·re are a1Na.dy esin~b.lieb.ad s:u~h iNlJOJ\"tant z,~se:r-ves es the Mu1.:t­
Woods. National Mon:11ment in oalitornia tea.· tlle preservation. of th\J. 
(}oa.e.tal Redwood.a,, sequoia N'.e:tic:,nal l1'lirk tor the presel\·vation of 
the Giant !rae,s, saguaro National 1-Konument f.Qr the. typical ctesert 
oacttts ot that D8.ll'J;e, th& Shem~ndoat1 a.ttd Great ,S!OO.'h+y b!P,un,tains 
Nat:i,onal PaFka :tor the typical <leeidllous fo,;rf;a.ts e.f tha it.ppal~e-hian 
Range., and mqy other simUa:r areas.,. 

It is agreed that the .Leatherwq.od 'h-ao.t is tJo.r-thy o.:r prese:1•va­
tiori# and th"6 ef:to:t"ts af W:l"ious suppm•te.rs ot this. plan have our 
highest cmmnendatton. We1 shell be glad to rec,e::ive and. eonsi<ler 
.any, t'm-ther tntomation or suggestions YO'U :may hav-e regtu.•ding the 
JX'Ua.erva'tiion ot the :Leatheno.c.d ·irl."net .. 

✓ 
J'VW-fmd 

G
-... ,, ) A E. DEMA.RA. Y. (S M• ,n., ' 

A. E .. Deit1ara;v., 
Ac.ting Dire.ctor,. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

It. ia th$ policy Qt the. Nati,nnal Park Service to ad1td.nister. 
ae utiona1 parka :aad mQt1;1a1@:nts.,. area-a: auppPlt'ting otttstan,Ung e~plee. 
o'f t.he majG'r t,ypea ·ot n,b,a.ra¢ter1sti·o. vegetation ot tlle Uni te'd ste,tee1. 
'fbera are· already es•t&blislted $UCB" ir.iportant reserves as· th-e Muir· 
WoQtls Nat:1.011.al. M<mumem in oal.1:t'ol'ni,s: tor tho p,.re$er,va.tion of the 
Coari.al Redwood.&., S&qu.tU.a N'atio.n~i Pa'li"k: to1• th& p:reaervat.1.Ql!l ,o:t tee 
Oiqt ~$,,.' Sagtttai'& Wat.ion.al Ko:n.um.ent. f()'l'." the typi,q.al, di'"8.Se-lrt e·~!i}<tUS, 

o,f that name,. tl1.&, Sb:anaa'doab. end GNat, tmoky kowatains National 
Parke, for t-he t_rpioal .dtnt'id:uous tgr$s:ts of the Ap:palachi.an !tan~. ~ 
Blili msaJt other sim.ilar ar.aas. 

It is. ~eett that tlae.-Lea\he~&Pii Traet ia 11o·rthy at p:re$e~va­
tlon, • and t.Iae: • ettwta ot tho various .ettppo:ri-al!a ot this ;plan haw 
our· highest .e•Oinmendati-0':il.. we shall. be glua to raeeh·e: ani ,~,Qnslae,r 
any f:in"ther tntor.matton ~r s.ttggesti'1~'2' that you. may have regarding 
the p::rese.rvatt<Gn or th$ :ts.attie:n~mt '?ll'act, ~r :t~ ,general regarding 
the este:bli:1amilent ot ;pl"~~,~ monwaent~ .. 

A. E:.. Demamy,. 
At'fii&g Di~eQ,t'Ql". 



;,;,. ., UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMEN,,T.,OF THE INTERIOR 
I 
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I 

✓ 
ioa. B~on n'l'I • R&>:'lan, 

Your· lett~:r of' J"ffll'!~ary 26 relaUve to the .. esteti.lishmen.t f>~ 
prime-val monuments throllgb.out the Uni tad states, has 'been r8ceived:. 

Alth:augh th~li'~ ha.a been. no action on tllia genel"al p:t~J)Qaal 
to date. several Pl"O})OEJ:&ls have· li>een received, with pal'ticulal' 
.reference to the l.eatherw-ood Tract or the Lynn F@rk in Perry county, 
Kentueky. • 

rt is the, polioy ot the NatiQnal Park Se:rvic:e to adm1n1.eter, 
aS: national paJ.-ks and monumeats, a:,reas supporting out.a1Hmdlng 
e:ramples ot the mej¢tr ttp&n. or cbeJ'l'acteristie veg,s.tation: o,f the 
United st.ates. Phare are already establislied s~ch impo:rtazi..t 
l'eeel'ves as the Muir Wooda National Monumetit in Ca:lifomia f'~r the. 
preservation of the.Coastal Redw0~tl.e:, Seq_ueia National Park tor the 
preaervation ot the Giant T:rees, Sngu:aro !iationa.1 Monume'nt .f:pr the 
'typie:al de$erl cactus or that name" the She.nandoah Wld Great. Sm:Glcy­
Moun'flair...s National Parka tor the t:rpieal deeiduo1u, forests of the 
Appale.eh1an Range., alld many o.thel"' similar areas. 

It 1s thought tlmt the +r0atherwood lJ!raC!'t b wo:?l'thy ot pl'.'eve»­
ntiQtt and the ~ttorts of its v:ari,Ott$ s:u.ppoll't.ersr tbiroui.b,ou.t the, 
United state:s. ha1te our highen,t conmlertdatiei!l. We shall be glad to 
receive and eonsitl'ell" ant SttggftS'tions tlult you may ha.:ve regarding either 
the preservation of the Leatherwood 'l'r!l.et.lf or in generel regara.1.ng 
the g.stablisblllent or primeval monument.s. 

It the.re ta any turther int'o:rmation that you may require,. 
pl~a$& let us. know. 

J 
JVW-fmd 

aordially yeurs, 

A •. E., Demaray. 
Acting Director~ 
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ftlur. let1ter ot :ranuary M, ene1Qs1~ a letter trom one er yQ'U.r 
'001.ls t 1 ·tuent.a ~~rsi~g the -~~dtaliti.l:ih:men t of. pl" 1-me,va..l. mon.un:i,ant-$ throupout 
th~ oom.rtr:v·. ·w1tl,, .s:p,e,ci-al mte:re.nee- tt1 the· ,Le!i'.1.thal"W<il'.1-d Fofust. ':P.ract at 
tb:-e Lyna YO-l'k in !'$-rry County" K-e:ntucky,,, has: b-een l.'tlC'OiVe-d .. 

It is t.he poliey .0,-f the- national Park ser-vioe to administer, as 
nation.al park.a and me.rmtt,en.ts:, area.a supporting <>:utetandin~ examples 
or th0 maJor ty-p.ee o.r -ch~rB/Ctoristie veg-atet1.on or th-e United states .• 
Th.ere, $1'• a.l~EUtdJ te.tabliah.ad ~uch important re-eerife:a a~ the Muilt Woeda 
N~tional Monumat1t 111 Oalit'o·mia tor.- t.he praae:rvation ot the Coastal. 
Redlto,o.ds, Se1uoin National Park tor the preaervatlon of' .the G-1ant '1':ree:e • 
.$agU:e.l)(.Gi National M:ontme-,nt f.'or th8 ty-pieal deae:rt caotllv of that nai11.e, 
the Sllenancloa.h en.a Great h"mo.i;y Mau.ntain~ llational. Parle!$ ror tl1-e typ1eal 
,dddiidtto-ue roreata· ot' t.he Appalaehian Bange:, and. wmJ othe+."· aim11aJ:" a.rai.a .. 

It t.s thought thti.t the I.enthe:1,,v1ood Tract ia worthy ot p.resenat1mi.. 
and the ll-tforts- ot va.r.tt1Us ,su.pp.o:rtera p:t thi a ;plan have on.r highes.t. com .. 
me:aae.tion.. We. -a-hall 'be g1ad to i"aoe·i ve am't c.onaid:1:fl' a;ny .s:ugge.at.lons J'Oll 
JXiay ha-v:-e l'egarding :e:n..th-ar the pre,-a.er-vatio.n ot the: J::..e~t:ti.eno,e·d 1!'e.(!t~ ·or 
in :gene:re:l l"Qgarding the estabLishment Gt p;rime.val mon:um.an.tih 

J:vw-find 

)-

,;, DE ULA.RAY 
(SGD.) A . .(.:.A• 

A. E. Demaray.,; 
Acting Directcu·. 
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, YiJ'tU' le:\'ter <1:t .1uu;ary U, enelo,sing a latt.er tl--om ona ar 
-you:r--const.i t&e:uts e-ndo-rtrlng the· estab-J..1i,shnlen.t of prim:aval 
mottuments thro1.ighout the eountry_. with s:p.eeial r8t.el'.'EU.liC8 to the 
Leatherweorl Tract o.t the l.,nn i'Ol"k· 1n Kentt.uiky, .has 'been. :reesive..d"' 

It. ts thei pO'liey o.f th-a :Nat:i:o.u.e.l tark s"rviee to adn1intster·, 
as. l:lat.t~.nal park• ~nif m~n1.'Wtent&., ~ftas. $~ppoFttng t.l).u,.ts'te;nding 
6-&lmiple.s o-t th& maJ.or ty,pefil. ·of eharact~lt'ii:tM,\l veea,:t,a:Uon ~r the 
United state$.. 'l'ber.e llu~ec al:re:ad.y e,st.abliahe.tt auch i~ortnt 
ree-erve$ a$ the Mtti,r Wo-allls Nat-icnal Mnuum,ent tn Oalit-omia for 
the prea.enation of' the Oo-astal. Ret'hvaods,~ sequoia lllErM.o.naJ. Park 
t~r th& pre s-erva:t i~t1 ot the Giant fre~t.i eaguaro :Me,ti one.l MQlilU­
men t f'or- the. typ1c,al deaert eaettts ot that tt8:il$• t'b.e: .$benando--ah 
and Great e.~oky ~ormta1n$ Nat-1on~l Parks ta-2 the 't,i!>i®l ,dec1duuu$ 
f<>re-s.t$ Q;'f: the "'Wl'fa:l~eh..tmi R6\ng~,, and maio;y other smilar a~ems ... 

It is .agreed that th.a taa:the.rw0od 'rra.e''t is ll'O.l"tht -or p.r,esar-
. vat.ion,. and tb.-e -effo~tn of i ta v:ariov,$ st1pport.er~ have c0ur hJ,ghest 
c~nda:tton. \f& ah.aU. be glad to .:v4)caive e.nd cofisili~r an-r tuirtb.el." 
intormation .or sllggee,'U-0ns yon mar have l'a:~arding the p,:-e-se:r-va-
t!on ot the tet'l:th&l.'WQod !'re.et. 

✓ 
JVW-:fmd 

Jl-

A. :E. Demalllay •. 
Acting l)Jr-eetor .. 
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f!Qll,.. 11'ftncis 'f,.. Maloney# 
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United start,es senate .• 

Your let-ter .of' Jaauar:y 22~ eneloeirag a letter t"rom one ot 
YQUr· eonstnuante ertdors:ing the et:1ta.bli.ahment of :pl.'ime-val monU11Jan'ts 
throug}lOUt th~ Unit-efl :States, with spacial ref-ere.nee to the I,eatller-­
wnod 'f.i:-act a.t 'tb:e. lynn J"ark in K.entut!lcy"~ he$ be8n reee:i.ved •. 

It. is the polief or the National :Park Service· to edmini.ster, 
as national. p.arks and ~onuments,, areas· au-ppo:rting outstanding 
ex&n1pl.e.s o,t the ma.jot' types of' eha:raet-eristie vegetation e-f t.h.e 
United Statelit.. fliere ~ra all.'$ady established such tm.pot•ten'fi 
re1?erves as the Mui:r 1loods National M'onumen t' in California for the 
p::rea0rvati.on. of th~ Coastal H~hiWCO:d'.$1 Sequoia National Park for 
't:he preis·e-rvaUon. of" th~ Gitant 1irees.s saguaro, 1.fa:t-ion.el Monurnettt 
t,;nr thG typical d-0·se1~t Oe\'Otms of' that nam.a, t.he Shona.ndoah and 
G:reat Smoky Mountain~ Nat:i.oruil Park~ fo-z· th:e typi.cal deciduous 
f',oi-asts o-r tha Ap:p.alaehirul Range., and: me.ny other ·sirnilal" a1:>eaa. 

It fa thtt'Uglit tI,:nt th.a teathel:'Wood Tract is. WGrthy of preser­
vation and th.a e.tforts o,r 1.ta various $Upportars, ha'!fe, o.-u:r highest 
OO!Sltfl-endatio)!l•., We shall be glad to :iteceiva and eon.eidei~ an.r 
infema:tton O.l" eugge1ttio11s you may· have, r-egt1r-diog eUhe.r the 
preservation of the Leatherwood ~c-t,. or in ,geireral regarding 
th-e ssts.hliahment ot primenl ru.cu1mnents .. 

:it.' the,re {$. any 'f\u'thsr inf()tl-"'"lXl<:~ion that you may require,, 
plflase let- us know.. • 

✓ 
:rvw ... :fimd: 

.a. .. E. Dem.ars;y,., 
Acting .Uireete,r .• 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

! ' 

l'olll' ll!ltter ~t .reuauary 27, anelo~ing a letter t'l'Om seve-~a:l 
of'· your c:onsttt«e:,,n:ts endoTsUtg the. .estt,.fJl.iah .. ent ot p~imeveJ. 
monunwnt.s ~ughout the United states,. Jsl'th ,SJ.HU'.11al. reference te 
th& l..&athen<1od 'l'r:ae-t at. the Lynn Fork in 1'$ntT;1cky, ha.Bl b.ee11 
TeeQiWtd .. 

lt :t.s. the pol.iey of the N.e.tional Pro-k se-rv.1c.e to a~iniste:r. 
a~ nat:t.o,n(.ll pe,.ll:'im ,mid monwnant'$1; areas ·suplXJr,Umg outstanding 
'ElXe:mples ot the 1:112:.jor typ$S (d· chat'acte:ristitr V'~:ge·tntion o:r the 
Un.ited states. There. ar.e al.!teady establ5.ahed $ta.eh importQit 
:t'eSeffel'f as. t.ha Mr.tllr Wo-0d-• Nation.al Mo:ntn11e-n.:t in Ue.lit'omia fo-r t.ke, 
pree-arvation· ot the: Coutal ~ed•aads._ Sequ01a I.fati.onal. Par~ tor-

'-, 111.er µrese.rve.\iea Qt tlae Glut '?'rees., :siagua~c-Natioria.l ~an,'i:i!'Aent 
. tor the typteal :d11sert eactu$ ot that ru.une .• tho Shetaa.n(loak and 
.(},re.at Smo,icy' M~unteia!it National ~rk$ f,or the typical iaoid:aous 
forest.$ of the Ap~lo•Q.ld.J:ttl Mttbg4ii ~· and.. mll.tty o:the•r simila:r, are:a-s. 

I.t is agreed tlt~t th.e- taathe:rivood r:a-c.utt hi wo.rthy of' prsae:r'iti• 
tion,,. end the- effor't;s; c>·t var:to.us au:p:po.rt.er8 Gf. thi:s ,plan haw ·QUr 

higl'iest. o.Q1m,u,nd.aition,.. 1i:e, shall be .glntt: to l!$•06t ve a~ !Z'enaJaer any 
1"\l1'th.er 1nt0mat:1on or· au~effti<iln,s t:a~t you :m~y ha,re r.eg~s:i:rding the 
-p:reaervat~ou ot the :Leathetwo~d ':f.l;r~e,t,,. 

lf' t,ll;e-1"0' is any t\llrther iinton.1~tion · that you m.ay require. 
please• let U$ kn.ow. 

:tm~Q~V48, 
JVW-fmd 

j:_ 

GOI',iia.lly you:re •. 

p E ii:AR b, ~ 
(SG D.) A., 11!,. 

a... E. l)ema;ray. 
a.,etins; Oiret;tor .. 

-·--



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
// 

/ . I 
Mr. E .. McNeilh 

'---Ueps~ of'' Botany,, 
Concord State TetrJ.chor.s aoll~ge, 

.atheno• \f-est Virginia,. 

Yo.ur letter· of January 24 to tbe. lfuite House-, .endorsing the 
establishment ot· pt-imaval ~numents ·throt.te;ltout tha United S,tates, 
has been retarred 'to this ser'lfioe fQJ;" re.ply. 

Al though. there h3:s been no a.qt ion on the general. pl?oposal to 
dnt~, severt1l proposals he.'tre been re,cei.ved, with ,a.rticular 
l"eferance to the teatl1erwood 'P:ra.ct' a,t the Lynn Fork in Pal!'cy County-" 
Kentualty,. 

It is tba poli.c:y ot the National Park Service to administ-er._ 
as national parks a..,"ld :mon'Wtlants,, areas sup ort.ing Qutstauding 
&:x:am.ple:$ of the nm}sr type.e of eh~actertatf:o vegetation of the 
United States.. There are al.ready es-tablis:hea such important reserves 
as the Mtxir Woods National Monument in Culltor"Uia for the pre-ser.'1a­
t1Gn or the Coastal Red~oods, seg_no:1a lational Park tor the pres.erva­
tion of tbe Giant Treos., .Saguaro National Monum~nt fol' the :typical 
desfJrt ca.etus o-f that nan1e,. the Shenandoah end Great Sm.oky Mountains 
Nati¢nal Parks fo.r the- typical dec.iduous forest,$ of' thei Appalachian 
Bang1:a, end man.y other s:t.m:ila:r arees. 

It is thO\Qght that the Leatherwood 'frae·t is worthy of preserva­
tion, and tho .efforts or its va:rio.u.s ~ti]iporters. throughout the count;ry 
have our hi€hast eommendation. W& sl:M:'.11 bill glad to reae,i 1/e afid eon­
sider any suggestions you may have regarding either the preaervation 
or the· teatherwoQd Tract.,. or in general regarding the establishment 
ot pl"imeval m-0nument&. 

I 
JW-f.md 

S:tnoe.rely your,s, 

A., E. Demaray,. 
ACti.ng Director. 

.. -----



Ut-;J,fTED STATES 
// 

j 

DEPARJMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
I 

N;ATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

·✓ 
Lou.is M\1-r:pb.y ,, 

It is the ~olicy of t.he t!a.tiQlltal Pal:"k Servi.ca to administiel"":t 
as ne:t1ona.l ,a:r.-ks end monUll'lents., DJ'."tuts: SU:ppo.rting ou'ba1mnding 
examples o.f the .rua'jor typ~s of cha;i:-aota·r-istio vego'tat.ion ot the 
United States.. 1\la:.:re 6re already .establi,sho,d a-ueh intpcrtant 
re-aervee as the- Ymir Wo'Qds Ne:iUonal MonU'.c!ront in California for 
the l}l'eservatio.n or the Coa,.stal Redll,mds, Sequoia Ne:t;ioo:al Park 
tor tlie preae:rila'.tion of' the Oiant Trees, Sagutu-o fa;;t:i.ont\l Mow:i.­
ment fol" tho typtc.:al d.eflart ca,<,tus ot th~xt IWl'.fle, the Bhl:lna:m;to~h 
and Great 8l.1'lolty Mount.&ins f-iation:al Park.$ for tl:le t:rpical deciduous 
to,:-(1.st.s of. t:be, tppal.aeb.ian Range, -an.d mony o·th.er $:i1rl.Uar area~ .. 

It is a,g;reei! that the J;.eat11EJ1rwood 1l're.et fa worthy of preserva­
tion~ and. the efto.1:--ts of. jJ;s v.arioaa aup,porte1·s have ou.r highe.a.t 
commendation,. We ah6ll be glad to reeoi:tre and co:neider Eu;iy .i:nfoma,,. 
tion or SUfi€8estiot1s ;you may .:navfi.l re8&:rdtn,g the prae~·vvat-i.on ot th~­
~atharwooct 'i'r.e:et .. 

Tl,~ enol:e,aure wom1tte<1. with yqur letter l:s :i:-et:u:med -a.a 
~equest~a .. 

En~ 893?49 
JVW-f'md 

Jl.. E. Damax,ay. 
Acting Dill'a-etar .. 



UNITl:'.D STATES 

• DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE:RIOR 
;(ATlONAL PARK SERVICE 

I . 

// WASHINGTON / ,, 

~ u u ,.t Ir: I r;-.. < ,i. , J ... 
. nQ:& •• D.I.~ ffle lt08:J.I/, ' ' • • • p:p ·- 8 l:nE 

------- D / .J / \ , ., - ...... 

United Sh .. te,s Senate.. . -, tt·· 
, i ,1 iV 

__. dear ·11r. Neely: '.i. 

' . . ' 
Yom- l.ette'.t' 0t' J'a:t1ue:rr 28 relative to the e·stab·lis-hment e-t 

:primeval mon.tUDents throns)lout the -cou.ntey, has been re.ee-i"led. 

Although there has 'been no a:a-tion on this general proposal 
to date• se'lfaral :proposals have been :received,. with. p-articu1ar 
rera.:rene-e-tl) the Leathe:r•ood Forest 'Treat at the Lynn. Iro:r.k in Pa•tty 
-County, Ken:tuoky .. 

lt is the polioy ot the National Park 8erv1ee to a.dminj_,a,terJ' 
as national 'J}a!.'ka mtd monumeia.ts, arga.a supporting outs·tanding 
example·! o:r- tha :mejof ty.pe-e -0t eharac-t13ristie veg,.rt;e.ti~n ,ot the 
tt~lted Statesw 'There aTe almaty ea.'te.blishetl au:oh im,_portant. 
reserve& B.B the Mu:ir Woods NatiGllal l"lonum-ent in C~lif'.oroi-a for the 
pr.e·sarv.a--uon. or the Coastal R'edwoods, Seq·uo:m Nati®~Jl Park r.or 
the preservation o-f the Giant hoes.,, .Sf.tguar-o-Natiotial ~niwuent 
t.er the. typieal de.eert c.ac-tu:s or that nania,, the Shenandoah and 
Gre'ttt • Smoky M'o.untain.s National Parks• tsr the t7Pfoal -de-C:hhlQl:lS 
to:rest.s ot the Ap-;oala.c-ld.au ltania and many -other .sind.lar areas,. 

It i.s t.h~ueh-t t-h•t the Leathenood !net i~ worthy of' 1rreser--­
vatioo: and the .atforls of :U;a 1"8.l"lous supporter-a thr.,ou~c,~t the 
lJntte-d States b.av.e oUi" h!,ghe.st tomo(mdation.. We shall be gle.d 
to rec-etve and -'C10'lls.'liar any auggest.ion.s that _you: m~ ha.ire .regarding 
either the pl"eser~Q.ti-on <,t" the Leatherwood '?ract,. or in gen-ei-al 
ragariing tha e-ata.bl.1.s.hmtui't o·f prtmeval monuments .. 

It there is- any further in.formatfon·that you may require. 
please let us know.. • 

✓ 
JVW-find ,_ 

co-l'd.tally yours., 

A... E.. Demaray 4! 

A.oting Diraet-ar. 



,,/ UNITED STATES 

DEPf..'RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

/ 
'l 
l 
j 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Hon,. Gerald .:t>. NT}: ------·- .. -- ..... ~ 

Unit:ea Statea S.e.nt\.te,,., 

Your letter o:f January la,. enclosing a letter trom on.e -0:t yolll' 
con.st1tuenta endoll''3lttg the establiahme:nt ot primeveil monuments: tlulea~llollt 
the U'aite'd sta-tos .. -.1tb. spe.'81~1 rer.erenoe to the l..enthbnood. Fore5-t 'fr.act 
at ~e. Lynn Fork in Ke:ntu;eky, he.a· b~en r.eQeiv.-ed,. 

It is the ;pQlj;,e-y ot th• National Pa:t'k ae,rvice to awain.ts:t,er,. a3 

n~tional pal"k& .and .mo-numents, aNtUJ -eui,port.ing outstsn4:tng ex.am:p:J.:e:s ,o.t 
the major type-a· et chal"ae-terist'lo Yegeta tion o~ the United stat~a.. There• 
are- alre.a<ly est.ab11shed sttcb impe>'l.1"tant re.1.'lel'.'Tes a.e the Muir wo:ods Niational 
Mon'Elment in OalitQmia tor the »rese.rvatiGcn ct the C<,aatal R.ed:woo.ds, Se.qooia 
National ~ to'l! tb.-e preservation of the· Giant 1;1',rees,,. sague.ro National 
Maument ror the tni:e.a.l a.esert eaot:us ef 1:b;e.t na:me, the- Sh:emand:oah and 
OrtHtt. smoky .Mountains National l?ark.s tor the typic.al de,(}idNeuis. foras.t-$ 
or the Appaleo.blan. Rsnge11 nnd many .ot,ber sim.Ua:r a:reaa. 

It ia agr:eed that the tee,thenr.oott 'fract b -wortby ~r praservati0n,, 
end the -e.t'to:rte .otva:rifJ>UB $U.pparte:rn of t-his pl.an have our highest eol'tl,1nend:a­
tt,<m.. We shall be glad tG reoe•iVe. .-,nd 4!onsider an,1 turther bf.ol'taation OT 
.stiggeationa you m:&y have r$gariing the, p-a-eaer'V.at:i.on .of the !satherwood Trae:t. 

1?he end.osnre ~ubm.itted lrith your -le.tt-e-i- ia bei:ng retcu:rned tor y-0-ur 
tiles,, e.~ requeeteA .. 

A. E. Demaray,, 
Ac'tillg Dlree.tor. 
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/UNITED STATES 

DEPA,ATMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
I 
✓NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

,/ 

.Mrs. Me.rgar&t a .. 'rinne, ()·\ ~) 
1.39 J1..aso.n Street., _; .•" 

Mount AU.btUtn. -~a, ,,., •• · 
" I. ,;.' .r .; 

e1aa1nnat1, Ohio.. u , ' 
/ ·, ;\/' 

" 
Yolll"· l:ettsl" or .J'anmu,r :t7 to sane.tow D.on.a.hey ,. el!ldo.rs.fug. the 

1.uata'bltsbment of pJ.-im:eval. m.Qt.11UDJ$nts tb.r.oughout the.• U:n.it-ed S1ia.te:s., 
•1th special .re,fer-eJloe to the 1eatherwood Ttaet. at. the Lynn !'urk 
.tu lt.-t.aok1, has l.HteQ. ~etenea to thi• service f0,r :r.e.>llY~ 

lt 1.s th-e ioli<l:1 of the . .National P.&rk se:rvice to- administaJI'., 
as national p~_rk.s and mon'Wlaattts. Etl"oe.a.. a-upport:t:ng outa.tan:d ing exara:ples 
o.r the major t-n,as at ieharaet.ert.stic vegetation o.t :th-e Unite4 States .. 
fte~e are already established such important reserva·s &S: the Ml11Jr 
wood& National M'o.n.unieat 1:n Calitom.ia to:r: the preservation o'f the 
Coastal. R~d1motis,. Se:qu-oie. Natione-1 Park to-r the pren.erv-ation: of the 
G$.at Tr-ee:e, sngua:ro Ne.M.onal ~nument, 'fol' th-e typi~al ~esert caotu$ 
of' that name, the Sh.enandoall and Oreat 8'loty llbuatains Na,ti4)nal.. 
Parks fol" the \)ltice.l. decldttous to:res:ts of Mte Appalaehi.t'Ul Range,, 
·BM many other s ltrdlar a?'ea,, .. 

.It· is a.greed that the Leathencu1d 1.'ra"Ot 1-s worthy of pl"asenra­
t-U>·n attd the et:f eirts ot tt.s, '91Ur1ous tft:tpporters throughout the c:0u.n:t.l7 
hav-e: Gur highe&t eom1teMat:to.n. We sha.U be gl.ed to il'eeei\l'e S;:f'ld (?OJl,·• 

:sider any fl:.irt.h-er information o;r sugge~tiona t.l1et you may-have l'Et­
g~l'dmg· the. p~.eserve.tton or the I..eatb.enr~oct 'tl'aet., :or t:he ~stahlish­
meni ot prime-val monuments1 in. general"" 

lt " can. b.e-of hrt.h.er help to yov-Wild J.i'l-ower-Pr.e:serva:'U.o~ 
so-o-i.ety; pleas,e let us kn0,11. 

.,,, 

• cc_;lsenator Donahey / 

JVW-:fmd' 1/ 
~ 

(SGDa) A. E. DE.l\11.A.RA't 
,✓ 

A. E. De11i!u•ay. 

ac.t.ing Di:r-e:c.,tor. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ,, 
I 

/ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Mr... Zohn. Zette \t 
1303 l'lo~th"iie.nlo .avenue 1 

Oinetn:tiau:,. Uh1<>..-

./ 

Your latter t,f Janu~17 ao to senator Don.alley., e:nd~n·s,tng the 
establishment of' primeval ni.onu.me:nt·s thNughout tl:J,e, Unite:d states:r 
has been ret-errEifd to th1s sarvl-ee for l:'ep.l:y ... 

It 1s the polit;ey ,of the .Matlonel Park Sa,rvice to- e.dminister"' 
e:s national »ai~k;s: and riummirents~ arsas s~p.:porti:ng .outstGding 
exMq"Jles of -th.$ rnaj~r tY.J)es -ot abaractc,r1st:1o 1-egeta:·t:to,n ot the 
tlni t.ed statee.. The:re a::re al.re.edy estabHslled snob mport6h.t 
reserves as the, Muir- Woods :National. lfon.fill'l:ant in enl.ifornia for tne­
-pres~rva:tton ot the e.oestAl Retlwoo.ets," seq,ui:,ie; ~at-1-onal Pa.rk t-.o:r 
the preaarvaU.om ttt the ·Gtant 'freest saguaro Natiotuli.l Monument 
to:~ the typical dtae1tt ·ea.ctus :Pf that nmne~ tb.e s~na.ndoah an~ 
C:reat smoky Mountain'& Nation.al Park$ t0:i: the typical de--cidtt&us 
ton.sta ot the A;ppala.chi.an Range,, ia.ndt mall:$' ot-he:r s.t11iile-r ait'eiil•S., 

Although thcera- has be.en JU>-dafini ta- aotion t.o date on thlis 
g~.neral :p.roptis-a-1 of s .. s:tablhhing pr'imeval monume:nts, t:h.e etf'ons 

. 0.t its varidus StlJ:l}lOrter-a throughout. the country h-a¥e our .b:iiiheet 
commendation-... Wet shall be glad to receiv.e and eonnider any 
intomation or- auggestians tlla.t you may have :t'egal'«in.g the e-8t&b­
li.s.mnEi--nt o'f p:rimeval m.on\\Ullant·s .. 

-OGt/~nata'r l')Gaebe1 
JVW r.-:t'md 

Y--

A.. E. Dema:riay-. 
A:eting Dil'ee:tor.,. 

.. --··-



.': ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF A .RICA 

COMMITTEE ON THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL 

FRANCIS RAMALEY, BIOECOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, 
BOULDER, COLO. 

C. JU DAY, AQUATIC ECOLOGY 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, 
MADISON. WIS. 

ROBERT F. GRIGGS. PLANT ECOLOGY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, 

WASHINGTON. 0. C. 

mv~ 
1;~c?~ 

' --------
I 
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UNITED STATES ~ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF vfiE SECRETARY 
/ 

r-,l PAP.l(~ffv°' WASHINGTON 
REce:1veo 'Ct . / FEB lO 19:36 

,I',•.: 'ltol.J♦»"t. L ,fbtJiqJ.,4-. ----- --------
., f.1ti,#t4 ,ltaht:. S.1-.11e .. 

», i, .• 1,~;o~ 1-,-.:10, 

/ - > • -~1 
_!·' 

· 1\J,1.et•idf lfflt .__, Mr'llti-M ~ »•ti, ft .,~• 1,1,tt.J< of 'Ji:~, 
31 .tfll •Ide f• •••ltttft a l•tt,~ ft• II'•- J\,. Ir. -ttte.l'~ •••-•t­
-.. tf\•llllhll••• If Jl'.tmt•l ._ ... .._,,., •••••~i- Ille inttttl ll'-\ef;; 
wl~ QtOid 1'lJMttftM ·It ~ htt~ft4t4' '"-~•-•'- 1#.f:'l;t\ •' thfl !tflU.l 
f4):fJt A• 1•-,:q. 1,naat,., l~n,--.lli• 

1 :t --• •P•i 'tilt,\ ~ !¥• ht.1' all'•~ £1. *•l"tbl' ~t i:e-.a~\i~, 
Rt 1 \: ,. -· 11' ,.,, t•t• .,.,.-, Rd O&'mt not \tit -.ttelbU.i$he4 ~- 6 

uHoll~ •n••t ~••• ._, hat, ••<t• e•:ft:e4. '-'· *• •a:~1-'"-t• rti• 
ll,tll\ .• 

tt. 1• a1: ~U.q •t th l'atloUl ~t1.rlt ffflfl . ct tbi • ~~• ·· • '.nt 
lo. • Wf4.,,k~., •·t •-~ ~1'1'tt ·•I tillrJat•$t, ttl'•$$ •:~~MJW ~,,,.. 
• • t.• '4~1•• -ot: * ~,or· ·tnu .of @u-&t h~•U11: ,,..,.1&i.:l • a o,'l 
tu.· Utd lei , tttl•lf;• ••~• if1ff $l#'ta:J14" •••lliGl14. noh t • · .~~»ll nw 

••• ,. .. fl,,t. ~- ~ Wo-o«, ,~u11d 6'o~ti ln: tl~toot~ ft,~' tb F~t1'­
,."gtton ot tb• feA\stal \ilfl4ffiftt1b,. l•-t~ ff3tl"Jl ;,, ~• Rl" • 
pll''JtffV tlc,:a <ti ~ f£4)ait ,~••* 1$&11.W~ J~tt~l Httri.woit for, ~• 
~l•~ •••~l f$.0'1\t$,. ot ~t- ~-• \ti,ff lll~u •i G~a\. ~ 
lfJmthin• hltoat4 Jult.l In tki iJplt~ ,~ttt'Uu ft•••t• t tll,a. ,t.§n• 

~""' n~•., • ~ .,._, .timt.l.J{f· ,mr•••, 

W• th.f-'-1U, -• ,,~, tt ""''* •4 •••S.4,$:r :ar, ---g•t,'ltat ~t NI.all 
-, .he.Vt ,..,.,~ ~ 'P.l'l••W•t1t-a ot 11h11: t.atht,.,.e>fl il'ttjl tr,, ,~ 
pait.1, ~• ti•t•\l .. 1'.1 ot' :J~,~~, •a~#li-• 

•• l•tfl11r· :t,a ,.,,,., 4i1o~,t it :lf.e~i.. ,~ $~ct:,&i,;u• wia ,~•· 
re-tQ•t~ 

Sl#Cii'J<Bl, ,~---t, 

(S&d,) HAf,Uftf ~L~\llJlrR\W 

n,Qt $l:Jtl(C1£ I 
lJctlfl(:>~ AJt1a-'tan • 

._ t.):• So~tUtJ.'f :-



~T1j~_ 
, M. M, NEELY, W, VA,, CHAIRMAN 

JOSEPH T, ROBINSON, ARK. 
,'ROYAl.:-s;,.;oPELAND, N. Y. 
PAT HARRISON, MISS. 
KENNETH MC KELLAR, TENN, 
HUGO L, BLACK, ALA, 
ALVA B, ADAMS, COLO. 
HARRY FLOOD SYRD, VA, 
J. HAMILTON LEW'IS,'ILL. 

FREDERICK HALE, MAINE 
FREDERICK STEIWER, OREG. 
L. J. DICKINSON, IOWA 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES ··-

A,R,HUYETT,CLERK ~~~~~~, 

February 11, 1936. 

Honorable A:rno B. Camme~er, 
Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Camrnere:r: 

Supplementing my recent letter to 
you concerning the Primeval Monuments pro-
ject I am taking the liberty of enclosing 
herewith several communications which I have 
received :f~om constituents for your considera­
tion. 

I shall appreciate your further 
report relative to the project mentioned 
and the return of the enclosed correBpondence 
when it has served your purpose. 

With the best of wishes and the kind­
est of :regards, I am, always, 

Faithfully you:rs, 



........ 

Enclosures aooompanying Sentt.tor NeEtly's letter or February 11. 1936. 

Letters from: 

~o J • Be MoLaughlin, 
OoIIJilissioner of ·Agriculture, 
Department or Agriculture, 
C}larle~ton, West Virginiao 

Mr. Frank Ao. Gilbert, Prof. o~ Botany 
Altre<l T. Navome, Prof'• ot Gf;,ol.ogy 
w. Io Utterbaok 1 Prof of Zoology, 
Marshall College, 
Htmt:lngton, West Virginia. 

B. Ro We~er, 
Depa:rt!lBnt of Biology, 
Bethany College, 
Beth&Uily,- We~t Virginia. 

Robert c. Patterson, PhD., 
Potomac state SChool or Wo Va. University, 
Keyser, West Virginiao 

Eo Meade M'Netll 1 
Depart!lB nt ot Botany-, 
Oonoof'd State Teachet~@fJ..}•~,, E .. DE.W..RA_ ,.,. 
Athens, W-o Virg1niao. • • .<\, 

Po Do Straus'baug};,.., 
College ot Agriculture, 
West Virginia.University, 
Morgantown, w. Vao 

~. F. ~Shf President, 
Concord State Tef:tob..,rs College• 
Athens, Wo Vao 



~'iN. ZETTEL, 
·v303 Menlo Ave., 

CINCINNATI, 0. Cincinnati,Ohio, February 12th. 1936. 

Mr.A.E.Demaray, Acting Director, 
N~tional Park Service, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D.c. 

/ 

ni -
v ,· 1 ~~, . 1 .t 

1\ .. 
·1 d f ~· Dear Mr. Demaray, 
,._) 

Replying to your letter of Feb. 8th. 1936 • 

referring to the proposed 11National Primeval Monuments 11 moveme 

I wish to say that while recognizing the need of securing for 

the use of posterity such areas as still remain in their primitive 

state,we:::;are particularly interested at this time in Lynn Fork 

of Leatherwood •in Perry County, Kentucky which is a very desirable 

tract and represents an emergency requiring immediate action. 

I enclose an appeal prepared by Dr. E.Lucy Braun of the 

University of Cincinnati,who read this before the 11Save Kentucky's 

Primeval Forests League'' at their meeting held in Lexington, Ky. 

on December 4th. 1935. I 
I am forwarding to Dr. Braun your letter with a ~equelst that you 

I be kept informed as·_to any .later developments of th'is movement. 

I 

P.S. 

v· 
P • ~ iety 
o ncj.nnati. 

We appreciate your prompt attention to our letter and 

thank you for your willingness to give your consideration 

~o any suggestions or information that may be submitted 

to you. 
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/4\\Qtl/\ L p ARlfsf Irv. 
/' ~' frt::CE:IVED Ir;<( 

A NATLONAL MOlruli&ENT OP~.EWRY T.YPE -OF NATIVE 

:,1r FEB 14 1936 * 
'111'"-""T\r ... ,,·•~GOli (l )o~ 

tJfATE: DlfH::C"\ 

America is unusually rich in variety of types of natural vegeta­
.i..,1on. The great x•ange of latitude., of alt;ttude,, alna. the very unl;iJ~·!l?"~ 
climates of differ~nt sections of our country favor the development 
of very unlike co:mmunities of plants~ Among these are the luxuriant 
tr·opical hammocks of southern Florida; the beautiful though somber 
c:.-·press swamps o.f the bayous of the Mississippi; the dark spruce and 
f'.i1" foi-·ests of the north woods of' Ne1J11 England and the Adirondacks 
nl th he1--e and. th.ere an open sunny bog; the mountain forests of the 
Ecckies; the ].ux.m--iant oonifel.'" .forests o:f the Pacifio Northwest; the 
gi~nt Sequoias of the Sierras and redwoo<dls of the ooastai region of 
California; the wierd though picturesque desert types of the hot 
sections of southern California and Arizona; the p~airies of the 
Mississipp~ Walley; and the gr-eat deciduous forest of the east­
cen_:tral sta~es. Even such a partial list as this makes evident the 
diversity of form. with which Nature ha.s.·endowed this country. 

One by one these types of vegetation are being destroyed. It 
'Nill not be long before some among them will be lo.1own only as things 
of the past? This should not be. --

It is desirable, in fact it is our sacred duty~ to save as 
"museu.m specimens" representative ·areas of natural 01 .. primitive 
vogetation, just as we save examples o.f man• s handiic~_aft., art, 
literature, the works of prehistoric peoples; just as we save 
historic sites, old bui.ldings., groups of petrified trees, caverns, 
and what not. 

The~e 'are very real values attached to our primitive vegetation: 
Historic values,, for into ea.ch of these sorts of vegetation in turn 
the :frontiers, o.f American colonization and civilization riioved, and 
the pioneers used or contended with surrounding nature, as the case 
might be. Literary values, for the literature of America reflects 
the inspirations gained _from Natwe. When we read, 

"This is the forost primeval•-

cun we point to any area and say that there one can see something o.f 
the sort which gave Longtellow his inspiration? No. Gould. Bryant 
bo.ve written that bea.utifuJL poem, 0 Tho Prairies,• without the inspira­
tion of vast untouched prairie? Noe Yet one by one we are letting 
these invaluable possessions of tne nation slip away from us. 
Scientific values,. for only by the study of primitive nature unmodi• 
fled by mun can we hope to understand tho relation between environ­
ment and plant g;r-owth; and to be able to a~ply this information to 
the best uses in land utilization~ in agriculture, 1n gr-azing prob-
1.cm.s·, in forcstI"y; can we hope to have an adequate record. and know­
ledge of our rich and v::u .. iod plant life. Aesthetic values, at the 
1.'"oot of human happiness and fundamental to much of' lii'e • s enjoyment 
cmd artistic accomplisbmo:ot., In the prog;r-css of the world 1 s history 
disregard of beauty, failu.I•c to o.pp!'ccia. te beauty, has preceded 
national decline. Yet we. arc willing thut one by one these di.ff'cr-ent 
~ypos of beauty bo to.ken from us in :1. temporary quest for gain~ 



(2) 
The danger of loss is real and obvious, Jmmedio.tc action is 

necessary if the tide of destroying forces is to be stemmed o.nd 
l•(;prcs.cntative areas permanently so.vcri., A few states ho.ve, indepen­
dently, attempted to save o.reus in their commonweo.lth. No.table are 
the efforts of the "Save-the-Redwoods League• in California. But 
state interest is not enough. 

1 We should establish, through force of public pressure in 
Washington, o. policy whereby representative examples of natural 
primitiv~ vegetation are set a.part o.s National Monuments. There is 
precedent for such action. Po.page suguo.ro National Monument in 
1rizono. and Palm Canyon National Monument in California have as their 
1•00.son for establishment, the unusual vegeta.tion which they preserv~. 
A-...·e these W1usuo.l :,orts of vegeto.tion o.ny more valuo.ble, o.ny more 
t· 0.utiful tho.n the deciduous forests of the East? we have National 
t··,aurnents which ha.ve been established to preserve n.reo.s with interest-­
ing fo~sil plants~~ Fossil Cyca.d National Monument in south Dakota, 
fG.trified Forest No.tiono.l Monument in Arizona! Must our forests 
become fossilized before examples of them a.re worthy of a. place in 
om' system of National Mo~uments? 

AreQs of ea.ch and every sort of vegetation with which America 
1s endoned should be set a.side a.s Na.tiona.l Primeval Monuments, The 
saving of these a.s Na.tiona.l Monuments is especially desirable because 
the policy as regards Na.tiona.l Monuments is no utilization nnd no 
"develqpment, 11 for no annuo.l d.ppropria.tions are mo.de for this purpose. 
Only if these rema.in unmodified by Illlln, with nothing added, nothing 
ta.ken a.way, will they serve us monuments of America.•s ~a.tural 
vegeta.tior.i.• The ordinary forest utilization, 1~improvement,., the• 
esta.blisbment of c.c.c. camps a.rid "cleaning up~ would be ruinous, 

The ple~ for the establishment of Na.tional Primeval Monuments 
is especially timely as na.turo.l areas. a.re disappearing with appo.lling 
rapidity. The fa.ct tho..t there is no established policy of this sort 
is ~·handicap to those wµo wish to save some outstanding pieqe of 
natural veg0ta.tion~ 

. Let us cite tho efforts of groups of public spirited citizens 
I . 
and nature lovers in Kentucky. Realizing that in ea.stern Kentucky 
there still remain areas, one in particular, of deciduous :f'orest as 
fine as any which ever existed on this continent, o.reo.s which may 
even be considered true wilderness, they a.re trying to find the ways 
und mco.ns of establishing a.t lea.st one forest preserve. Let us all 
\'iOrk togethe1 1 to help swo.y public opinion and federal o.uthori ties 
to the realization that these things must be so.ved. -----

The establishment of a. national policy is essential to the 
pr0servation of remaining examples of Amorica.•s originally varied 
vogeto.tion. It will enable the Federal Government to accept from 
states or groups of citizens areas-suitable for National Primeval 
Monuments. It will pave the way for the transfer from federal lands 
to No.tiono.l Primeval Monuinont status of suituble ureas in these 
fecreral holdings. It will recognize a.nd encourage efforts to ~nve 
something of Amorico.•s vil"gin vegeta.tion before o.11 is gone., Let 
us have a National Monument, o. Na.tiona.1 Primeval Monument,. of every 
type of America.•s •ativc vegetation. 

:, 

- J 
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( 3) 
THE PRESENT EMERGENCY 

An o.rea of deciduous fo1°ost on Lynn Fork of Leatherwood in 
Ferry County, Kentucky, as been located which is a superlative 
o.xo.mple of Amcric.'.:l.•s virgin ho.rclwood forest. It is this tract of 
Yirgin forest which presents an 0morgoncy domo.nding immediate o.ction. 

This Lynn Fork forest is one of the finest, if n::::,ot the finest 
fo1°est tract r0maining in tho doc iduous forest ai-•eo. of t:rre-uni ted 
Sto.tes. Well up toward tho heo.d of the left fork of Lynn is a most 
l''\31:1a1,.kable grove of tulip poplar, equalling or surpo.ssing anything 
ir;. the Great smoky 111ounto.ins. Here are hundreds of giant tulip trees, 
1· :nging in size fx•om 10 to 24 feet in circumference, breast hig)i:Ji.. The 
l .1--gest of these; while not o.s l.o.rgo o.s has been reported from the 
Srnokio s, is ::i.c tuo.lly bigger than anyone seems n,_;ow to be able to f"ind 
tli.ere. It is probable that this tree is the largest living individual 
01' its kind in North AJ.nei->ica. 

" 

The tro.ct as a vfhole is o. mixed htu"dwood forest in w.hich., in 
D:':di tion to tulip; o.r1 e suga.r ma.pl0, beech, bo.sswood, red oa.k., white 
o Jc, chestnut oo.k, cucumber o.nd mony other species of lesser 
i: ,par to.nee o According to timber cruising figures, tulip poplar 
constitutes neo.rly 30 percent of the toto.l stand. In certain parts 
of the tract it fOl"'m.s 60 percent of the stand -- huge towering 
columns, o. truly magnificent sight. 

e. 
The tulip poplaP (!J'Ove-J. occupies the head of the vall,y o.t a.bout 

1soo to 2000 feet. Slj.f')1tly lower the1 ... e is less tulip o.:ncl. more white 
oo.k; still lower, the1'e is considerable admixture of hemlock. The 
whole plo.co is awe-inspiring; all the trees o.ro lo.rge; the forest is 
in plo.ces l1nbeliovo.bly don.so. 

Another unusuo..l fo:..l tu.re is the weal th and beauty of tho herbn.­
ceou.s vegoto.tion which is exceedingly luxurio.nt; it would be dif'fi­
cult to find its equal., So mo.ny forosts in the eastern mounto.ins 
l:·.1.ve ho.d ho 6 s and cnttle running t1}r'ough them; if this ever has., it 
c,.:1°tainly docs not show for it now. • It is boo.utiful. -- ferns and 
m•chids o.nd o. w~ th of wild .flowers~ 

While classed ·:, s mixed hardwood forest; tho composition varies 
·;,rith tho site. 'The cu1 co. includes slopes of o.11 exposure, o.nd 
11 L,ottoms. •~ Hence it off or's a.n unoxcellod demons tro. tion of the 
interrelations of slope exposure m1d fo:Pest composition. 

The o.reo. is located somo fifteen mil.es (on o.n o.ir-lino) southeast 
of Ho..zo.rd in PePl"Y County on Lynn Fork., o. tributary of Lco.therwood 
Gl'oek, which ent011-s North Fork Kentucky River o.t corn.ettsvillc. The 
t1.·o..cing (f1 .. om the CornottsvilJ.o Topog1•aphic Shoot, u.s~ Geol.. Survey) 
shows the extent of the proposed inviolo.te preserve. The boundaries 
s:.10wn hero o.re fo1~ the most part no..tu.1~0..1 ones.-- ridge tops forming 
tho divides between the d1~0.ino.go of Lynn Pork and o.djacent creeks., 

R.,i. ve -r 
The lo.nd is owned by the Kontuck;'/i Con.l ~ co.; tho timber 

rights ":?3 the Lea thorwood Lti.mboP co., 'with offices o. t Daisy, Ky. 

on'--1y imme.dio. to action can so.vo t;:1.is remo..1--ko.ble area f1 ... om 
d(?.:St:t•uction. 



(4) 
so little remains of virgin hardwood forest tho.t few people 

have any conception of who.tit is. The forests of the Smokies are 6 
by most people, believed to be something apart, something different, 
something to be expected only in the mountain fastnesses of this 
~ugged mountain mass. This Kentucky o.ron lies in the Cumberland 
Plo.too.u, that g:reat barrier to pioneer migrations from Virginia to 
the middle west. It shows, as the Smoldes do not., what the nature 
of tho forest was tru.~ough which those hardy pioneers of Daniel 
JBoone•s day pushed their way, and in which many stopped o.nd 
established their modest homes~ 

Historically, n.osthotiaally, scientifically, the Lynn Fork 
of Leo.thGrwood f'orest is deserving of recognition o.s o. worthy 
1,icmbor of the No..tiono.l Primeval Monuments of the United states., 



~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

·2;11/36 

)h . Ull' C.ft111,, 

The r.est o'f the letters on Leatherwood 
whieh you ques:t-ioned~ have- gone• out unchanged. 
Ben 'Thompson suggested that this one be· made a 
little more encouraging. 

~ 
J. 1ee· Brown. 

-----



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIS)R 

X ·••· ·•O.l.lft:4 JQV hltt:~ Qr F•1»1•l'7 U., ·•1th th• ~lou4 
,.,.,._..:~ a~ ,or·~ :c.otuttf.lu.e:1,:t.1 W,rging 1h'1 a1itabl:!&► 
_.,. ot ·11- tath~ •••t -• $;, aatS.cmal J:trl-.1'&1 -.oa~1 •. !h• 
0OIM#JOntli••• 1 .•. atur;ad .t.0.1110• "°'c;rda •• :,ou x-aqu11stea. 

a,-.. tuor •• •• •• 70\l --• h&a beea ao1S,:,-e1,' .,._l"!aa: 
1'bta pojeot, ,.. -.cellJ' mtutt to· tJa• &tc_raice:, .ot; 1he ?n.t&.r1or 
NqUe.\ug ........ tJ!Oa. ail& thal the a'l'M wmtla ~ aouptable aa 
& ¥\1,oaa,1 ~- if it -- p~O. 8114 ~lUfeJNJ·4. 1;G .... ife4• 
•-1 ._.,._.._,. .,.. lat~~ S.ntu t.a J:'00,0IIIJlmtiQ to· Uilo 
S.Ordu, tu.I ••-· •••----- "- 11,-e.-, pftiri"4 e.n «zea lep 
·---tow .• $.tt.i-.lutl b p1"!MP:1 ooa.cU/U,r.m OU. 'be aeGl.Del. It 
Se lJIU_ffft tut ·a .»rae.e4h;t/ t:,m .-b acJ.t·IO)r. ea establi$1Ht4 'by 
,_., ••»toa• or -r W®«• u Cltl1ton1e. •• a. :a&t.tolffll mm~.nt. ,. 

Tour Ui•l"8.t 1•d •--~·Uon in ttau •iter an groat.a, a:p­
Pffl•-4• 

Slae•nl.v Y~•, 
(SGD.) .A, ·Eo DE.111:4.RAy 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FEB 14' 1935 
Mrs~- J. ~ Kiclwell Grannis., 

Che:irroant Leather-wood conservation 
Cammi t.ta,e., 

Fle1ni11gabui·i, Kentucky. 

My dear Mrs. Grannia: 

Hoferenoe is .ma.tie to your lette-r of January 20 regar,Ung 
the Leatherwood '?raot in Pot-ry County, Kentucky. 

It ha.a been recently auggeatacl to this Service that there 
is a possibility o-f seouring, this tract through public subscrip-
tion. Should this proposal be reali.zedt :f'ul:'th1:1r consideration 
may be given to the poastb'.ility ot its eilministration by the 
National Park 8ervica. 

l?ortiona ot the Groat smoky Mouut.."'lins National .Park he.ve 
elways been :regarded by this Set'Yioe as a typical example o.f 
deciduous f'orast.s of th~ Appalachian Range.. The advisability 
of adminiato:ring anothe~ example t'or purely soiontific purposes 
will be siven consideration. 

We shall be glad to raoeiva and oonalde:r any further 
infom.ation or sugiestions you may h~ve regarding the pre.sarva .. 
tion o:f' the Leatherwood Tract. 

Sincerely youra~ 

(Sgd.)O.L.~ 
C.oni-ad I.. .. Wirth. 

Assistant Director,. 



~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

'being returned as requested .. -

A. E.. Demaray • 
.a..ctiing Direetor,. 
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UNITED 51::ATES 
~"j 

DEPARTMENT 9,F"THE INTERIOR 

NATION~PARK SERVICE 

• .l. ,J ,,:·:: 

'

' ~.-E-8 1 i:-- !CJ'': 

/ 
lion... i&bert, ;r. Bul· e1, IJ 

l.1111tad St.ates. Se•nate.,. ro / \ · 
,\ / 0 .,,_ r_; i. 
\) \ \ t·l'~ 

~-' 

Your l:.e:tt.ere: .at J'Mna.ey ao und :ai, enelosing lettfl}rs tr.om two 
or ypur· ceon$tit.ueato· end-01>siug the -establishment o:t' primeval J12onu­
~enta througb.o-ut. tha Iini.ted .ste.tes, with spe.oit'ic '.rl'et'orenee t.o 
the teather.wood FoJ!-ent 'tract at, the ~ Fo:rk in Verry Coun'ty-, 
Kentucky,, have been r-ee·e.iited. 

It is the. pql,i.a-y &t the li~tione.l Pax-k Be1'Vt·ee to- adlninister, 
as- national patk&. and 110:liumeats, areas suppo;rting outstanding 
examples of the .m.ajor types of .ell.a~aoteJ.~istio vsg&tation o-f the 
Unite.d stat.e.s. '?here are. alr-eady· est;ablia-lled suc:h im;po:rtlll'lt 
reael'•-es as the: ~il.' \foods w.ationa:l :Mon:wne-nt in Cal,itomia fol' 
the preservation o.f the Coast,al Re.dwopdsl' Sequo:1,a Nattonal Park 
tor the pl"e-servation o:f the Giant 'l'reea,, saguaro National Monu­
ment tor the ty-ptea.l desert e~ctu.s or that nrune, the ,Sllenandtre.b 
and Great smoky Mo~tai:ns- Nat:iQ-nal Pal'k!l rt.,r the typical de.o.iduGus 
fot<e-sts of the A.ppa:lacl:tl:an. I\Et.nge, and mqy other s:imil.&1~ areas., 

It is ,ag:reea tha:t the I.aaiihe.rweod •fra.o.t i$ wo:rthy ot p:reserva .. 
tion, and the ~tforta ot· var.inus su.1rpo:rters of this plan haYe Gttr­

higheat e@mm.enaation.. woe shall be glad to reeei-va ~.nrl toaaideJr 
any turth.er intormati.t;~ or S1uggaation~ you :mtty have l'"e.ge.rdf.:ng 
th'3 pre.servation ot' the te&:'.t;harwo,oa 'rlta,et,. 

(SGD.) A. E. DE1\£.A..RAY 

A.. E~ Demaray. 
Acting .D-trector-. 
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UNITED STAT~S 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
. . • • ' ' 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

~. "· a. snu-. 
!Oololital $ot.l;ft1 -d ~--• 

· ,i~-- ad.14!,nc; 
Wtqbl -· KutQ.ey Stnatu. 

• 1bat1Jtd.o. nli-.1•• 

i 1-vt -..t•d i•~ lot• cd ra•~ t. •·•ce.~ th• na-
•• ....... i .. 'i: fl'""•~-~ -'Iii .. -..,... ·M_ ·ffi\'l'h • . •. ·tt _...,Jt "'1,., D"" 1t ·~a• Bim-· XI •'11. a ... W:;.Jo~ lf•llf~ll'W4 .,_.,...., __ !Ill ,,,..,,..~ .... ~ "'.# .,o;. ~ fl' -• . a. . 

e~ 'M •• tat ibt lo•ad¢fd :Jr:>ol•t.J M1' •ppola:\:$14 a ~~--· 
Jllt'41J to S2!1.N:t\ll&t\tt tho· L1•t~--.o1 tmot. fm44 It M JQ<-,1~1,a 
le th• lft.tlttll1 ... hWl,N u )aWJ n. ,eo~y d lhla- e.-.lthft'rJ 
•ion .-. 1, u ~.a, 

A• JC>\l kUw. th!.• tact I,,$ ---~•!¥ Q'Qel Ul th£• ~,­
- no ~ •• atoll toe ~-- •~ --• If 1tM1• ·•• 1• 
·-••lltul h. MlliM 1u:rtJ;ot.1n, .. ttm.u ~o. Nlal \ha ~'°ti can btf 
t .... 4 Off~ h. ,_, b&t.i ioYt:nl.N•\• 1t. 1• ,_, ~t., tat lt 
aoia., .. -Nft- ... -~ i\ .. ,,~ ~u.-,, •lffl" the ;HUd,a;a.t. 
•lalll.16al '1' llul Ol'el.t.l• et J.lil»- t'fQC.4«ll liaii~ ~ltt i/1\ 

. GalU~fi. ti• •I 'Q tt. Mii~~ ~-a,, ,,_,., att •t'L'd.• ~ti., 
.--~ aotiea; a ~il-tktatl111 ''"°1.-ua ta,,~e.-l•nt. 
i.$-11,. h._•: 11 1,t .-.lJlla tho ._ •t•t•Pl't d 'akti..i 
!li!I.J_..,,.....,., u...--•· #t _,.__,,,..,"". ~ ·~•••· ~Jd.lt. __ .,.. -~i,,,"t,:ilt ~.u• .. ,«-. n.,.,: 
..f;',1,,,,.._,,.._ ~-;·· ~~- ~. ~-· ,.... .... .11',.._f ~Q ·-,~· -

ut·O'fC._u. 

(~G-Lt) . .A.R110 B. CA.MMERER 
J.tmQ· 1. 6-J'O»:, 

lintto1r. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

United Sta tea Bena te .• 

)Jy deal" .senator Murphy: 

~/ 

1 

FTB •; 1 rw~c{\ 
- J '•' • :, ... \; ~,i)... 

With. :reference to your letter et February 6-t 8lld the 

enclosure from o.ne or your constituents endora1ng the esteb-
. 

lishrtt.ent ot National Prtmev:al Monuments throughout the 

United states, ou:r letter to you under date of l!'.e'bxuary 8 

will give you saftioient inform.at-ion tor your reply to 

Mr'" JIU ch inga. 

Mr .. Hitcltlngs' letter is :retu:rned herewith .. 

rms,i-. 692607 

ffl•t1tt4 

~ 

Cordially yours,, 

A. E,. Demaray,. 
ACting Di:re<!tor. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Hon.. Robe.rt 1.. Bu.J.kle. • • 

United Sta.tea senate,. 

My dear Senatpr Bulkley: 

Your letter of li'&bruaey 6 with enolosures from several 

of' your <!onstituent~ relative to the establishment of National 

Primeval Monuments throughout the United states, has been 

our letter to you under date Q:t.' February 15 wUl give 

you sufficient information fo.r replying.to your constttuants 

on the matter. 

'Fhe enolosures submitted with your lotter are herewith 

returned. 

IDl~ 892608 

nw-t• 
y 

Cordially yours, 

.a.. E. Demaray • 

.acting Director. 

.----· 
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WASHINGTON 
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MISS DAISY HUME, CHAIRMAN 

WINCHESTER PIKE, LEXINGTON, KY. 
f 

DR. E, LUCY BRAUN, EXEC.•SEC, 

2702 MAY STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Mr. Ben H. Thompson, 
National Park :3ervice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

February 29, 1936. 

M'Rs. BAILEY P. WOOTTON. SEc.-TREAS. 

818 SHELBY STREET, FRANKFORT, KY. 

At an executive meeting of the Save-Kentucky's 
P.cimeval-Forest League which was held in Louisville on February 2-5, 
the sug 0estion was made by one o· thG men that a quotation or two 
from the report of the National Park 3ervice men who visited 
the Lynn Fork of Leatherwoo:.d forest be included in the leaflets 
which we hope soon to have printed; I would greatly appreciate 
a copy of the re-port your men prepared. It •will help us in 
our efforts to raise the funds for purchase of the forest. 

In accordance with the, suggestion im de by 
you and !'Jir. Demaray, I wrote to Sec. Ickes on February 5.~ asking 
if the Lynn Fork of Leatherwoad forest would be accepted as 
a nationa.l monument v.1hen purchased; I have not received a reply. 

I have b.,...-:i,d many letters of inquiry frolil 
various; parts; of the country concerning the progress of the 
movement to establish national monuments of types of native 
vegetation, i.e., Na.tion'-3.l Primeval Monuments. I would 
appre-ciate any information which you can give me from time to 
time as to any progress being made along these lines. 

It was with deep regret that I read of the 
tragic death of hlr. Wright. The Ser~ice has indeed sustained 
a severe. los-s. 

Yours sincerely 1 

fl/~~---(_,, 

E. Lucy Braun 



E. LUCY BRAUN 
2702 MAY ST. 

CJN:\NNA Tl, O, ..... 
,~' ') 

rr1.r. Ben H. Thompson, 

National Park Service, 

1i/'ashington,_ D.C. 

I 

. I 

--------·· 
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MISS DAISY HUME, CHAIRMAN DR. E, LUCY BRAUN, EXEC.-SEC. 
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,,, 1.of \!li: /~...,....February 29, 1936. 
)te° M/\R - 3 1936 ~ \,'( i'll~i'fl:H: flt:'.'U - ' 1 ~<\ 

1'.r MAR - 3 1936 :-j 
-0:.'r, FOR ~CC\''S, SIGNtlTL'.Rt,/,y 

~OfF,-mV,Cf~ 

Hon. Ha"rolaL. Ickes, 
Secretary of the Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ickes : 

As I have had no reply to my letter 

of February 5, I fear tha .. t it may have gone as tray. 

I enclose herewith a copy of that letter. I would 

greatly appreciate an early r-eply. 

Yours res pee tfully, 

~/~~--

ELB/AF 

E. Lucy Braun, 
Executive Secretary. 

2'702 May s.treet, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

25676 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

;f~ 
~ 

MQli-'.Ji<r ✓ 
Mis,s l)orQthy Jewett, / f 

ll:Sl'Jrndtti'1-l'.6:rffl 'ltvenue, n....y 
Maple1food • N,. :r. ') / 

'MY'. dear- Miss Jewett: b j 
Your postal card or Feb:ruall'Y 22. iidors1ng the establishment of. 

primeval m~numants, with special ret'erence·to the Leatherwood Fore.st 
tf;ract at. the Lynn Fo·rk in Kentmoky• has been receivod.!< 

lt is the policy of' th,e National Park service to adl:ainister, 
es na:ttone:l parks and mon'lmtents,,. areas SUJ)porUng outstanding 
examplaa or the ma.jot- types of charaa,teri.stie 'lte.getation of the 
United States. The.re are already established such 1:tn:portant reserves 
as the .Muir Woods Ji'ational Monmne-nt in -Oalif·o:m!a. for the pres.erva• 
tion of the Ooastal Redwoods, sequoia t,iaUonal. }?ark tor· the :prese:rva­
t1-o.n ot the Giant '.frees. sa.ga.a;ro li,tational Monunre,nt fol' the typical 
dase,rt cactus of that name, the Shenandoah and Great; smoky fv'.ou:ntains 
National Park& tor tha typical deciduous forests of the Allpalaehian 
Rang~, end tnany other similar areas. 

It is a.greed that the Leatharrmod 11":r.aet is wo1;rthy of preserva­
tionc9 and the ef:fo.rts of variou:s supporters of thia plan have our 
higb.efi't <u,mmendation. We shall be glad to ree-aive and cona.itler 
any further information. or suggsstions y-ou m.ny have regarding t,he 
preservation of· the l.eathe"ood *l'raot .. 

s1n0.erel.y yours, 

A. E .. Demaray. 
acting Dill'e,etor~ 

'.-----· 
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Dear Mr. West: 

DR, E, LUCY BRAUN, EKEp,•SEC, 

2702 MAY STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Mar ch 5 , 19 o 6 . 
-------

' h' 

the Interior, • • 

Your letter concerning 

D; 

.S\v 
the Lynn Fork of 

Leatherwood forest has been received, and the information 

contained therein transmitted to the Executive Council 

of the Save-Kentucky's-Primeval-Forest League. 

We are glad to have this expression of 

approval. of the tract and of our efforts. 

Yours sincerely, / 

;;'1 v 
P·tn 
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UNITED STATES 

- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

.NATlONAL P,ARK S.l!.:RV'IG.11.: ill'1"'1G!!: ;IJOP'Y • 
1 • 1 "$1 ~ WI t 1 f .I ; If. ,if" 

B:" • .E. 1.ucyr Urann,. 
"•ne.tut'to:e. • ~·t1•t~. 
~ Sai..,...¼'ian.tu:•c-ky'·s.-1?,rib·va1-1orest Lsaf1;!!1:e, 

2.7-iO~ May Sf;,~(i).e,t1 

o.tttiUllllat 1,, 'Ohi:o•. 

ae.ore-tan I-eke-~-ma'\fl :asked • ii~ a.-e-kn.mwledge your l,et.~r 
or 1':e-b:!t"tt&lo/ 2t:J,,. with 1d:iie-Jt iou.· :ett.el,e-$etl: a eo-_py ot '1,Qa:t l.e;tt~r 
&t F-ti3'bntaey· '5 to- htm,. .rega:rdi.ng the Le-athenood to.rest: t.Jta--et 
in K;entncky' .. 

'lben 1-# snQ-lo,$ed s: cop'l' ot acting see:ret•ary We,a'Us ie;ply 
ot· FebRUY ZS·, -Which andotib:te,dly lN'ta:ehed y.ou :soeim -afial!" y<O.U 
mailed :,~ur l-atteJ"• -r;,:t Ji.'ie,b.-m·tuli'i' -29.., 

:i~:'Q:&Ul'EJ S92&.$V 
JTJW•fmd 

t~tl.) M~.RRY ~lAlTEiW 
• • ~;;,:r·i~rr~', • Slatte·i"y ~ 

Pe)'."'~1)ne.1 .Aa.si.dtant 
it.a- tll:e se o.~e tar7,. 
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UNITED STATES _ .... _ •• / /:>r· 

~~~~~ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOFt (. · i-. ,; / .,. • • • 

X> ; • ATIONAL PARK SERVICE • ) / t 

· \~6Q WASHINGTON ".,-~/ 

Memorandum for 
THE DIRECTOR: 

March 20, 19.36. 

Among the subjects discussed at the conference of wildlife 
technicians held here this winter was the need for a class of 
National Park Service areas to'be devoted to the preservation 
in a primitive condition of specific species of plants or ani­
mals, or of specific ecological communities. The results of 
the discussion were drafted as a recommendation to you regard­
ing the establishment of National Primeval Monuments (see copy 
attached). 

If the thought behind this resolution -- that National 
Prirneva.l Monuments are needed and advisable -- is considered 
favorably, it is recommended that at an auspicious time the 
appropriate legislation be drafted and submitted to the Secre­
tary. 

Enclosure 698164 

~)I~ 
Victor H. Cahalane, 
Acting Chief, 
Wildlife Division. 

~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

CONFERE~CE OF WILDLIFE TECHNICIANS 
January 27 - February 11, 1936 

Recommendation regarding 
Establishment of National Primeval Monuments 

WHEREAS, we, the wildlife technicians of the National Park Serv­
ice, realize the great variety of unlike natural biotic areas which 
a.re to be found in the United States, and that only a part of these 
are represented within the boundaries of national parks and monuments; 

WHEREAS, one by one these unlike types of natural areas are be-
ing destroyed, and before long will not be represented in this country; 

WHEH.EAS, though some of these may appear today to be somewhat com­
monplace because more or less familiar, they will in fifty years be • 
spectacular because unique; 

WHEREAS, primeval areas, even though not large, have real values 
for the people of this country: (1) historic values, for the pioneers 
of America's advancing frontiers dealt with the primeva.l conditions 
of this country; (2) literary values, for many pieces of American litera­
ture found their< inspiration in American nature, and ca11 be correctly 
understood and interpreted only so long as the nature with which they 
deal is preserved .(we cite as an example Bryant's poem; 11The Prairiesn); 
( 3) scientific values, for only by a study of primeve.l areas can we gain 
adequate knowledge of the interrelations of the forces of the eml'iron-
ment and the biota, and only by preserving primeval areas can we main-
tain a living record of our biota.; (4) esthetic values, for primeval 
areas possess features which no man-modified area can have, and only in 
primeval areas can we a.void the imprint of "the conceit of man," and re­
tain the exquisite beauty of the primitive; 

BE IT RESOLVED, that we find it not only desirable but a duty to 
urge the establishment of a recognized class of national mo~UJilents ad­
ministered by the National Park Service which.will be retained unmodi­
fied by man-made changes; that these bear some distinctive term as "Na­
tional Primeval Monument," which defines their.status as natural areas 

• to be kept as inviolate preserves. 

Approved: 

H. C. Bryant, 
Assistant Director. 

(Signed) Victor H. Cahalane 
Chairman, Wildlife -Conference 
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OFFICERS 

Wlft &uut-1!Cttttutky' .s -Jrimeual-JJin,eat iltague 
il.extngtnu. 1.K.eutudty EXEcuT1vE couNc1L 

MISS DAISY HUME, PRESIDENT 
WINCHESTER PIKE, LEXINGTON, KY. 

. -·:;"\.;.{\NA ISB DAISY HUME 

' .... ,•,· .... .,,t:CEiV H. STILES 
L. H, STILES, VICE-PRES, 
HAZARD, KY. 

MRS, MARY BRECKINRIDGE, VICE-PRES. 
WENDOVER, KY, 

T. W. MCKINLEY,. VICE-PRES, 
SHEPHERDSVIL.LE, KY. 

MRS. BAILEY P. WOOTTON, SECRETARY 
FRANKFORT, KY. 

HAROLD REDO, TREASURER 
UNION BANK AND TRUST Co., 
LEXINGTON, KY. 

DR, E. LUCY BRAUN, EXEC, SEC, 
2702 MAY STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

·"1,-.., 

C inc.i nna:t i, Ohi 
March 27, 193.6. 

Mr. A. E. Demaray, Acting Director,, 
Na·.tiona1 Park Service·, 
Was·.hington, D. C. 

Dear· t1r . De mar ay: 

1;/Ai~ 3 j 1 . w. MCKINLEY 

Your letter: of Mar-ch 6 was duly rec.eived. In this 
you state •rf there is anything more which might be done to further 
this t.ype of cons-ervation. project., I would appreciate your 
suggestions. 

If E!:!E:ev~!_ areas are to be saved, as national 
manuments or in any other 1Tu:1.nner, it would be wise to have their 
status thoroughly recognized and to have them safeguarded. as com­
pletely as possible by laws·. This entails, probably, a definite 
c·las·sd.fication of areas, let us. say of national monuments-; in which 
primeval a.Teas are one class. Regulations governing their adminis-
~ration should be definitely fcwiulated as lavJS which empha:size lack 
of development, complete freedom fr~m any form of commercialism, and 
from any form of human modification. (This should include of course 
the prohibiyion of any companies. of CCC workers.) Regulations 
governing the quality of areas to be included. in the J2E.imev:al monu,.... 
men t class.·. shcrnld-ca;:ls·o be formulated S.?fini tely as 10.ws,., so as to 
a..e,fine- the kind af areas: which can be so cla.ssed or which can be 
added to the system. 

Many inquiries: have co'me to me as.king if primeval 
manuments, if established, will be adequately protected by laws. 
Now. would be a propitious. time t.o formulate such laws and have them 
pass:ed for public interest is aroused and Congressmen have been 
ma:de famiibiar with the id.ea. 

The necessity for such laws is urgent. 
First, as rBgards the administrative situation:- No matter 

how thoroughly one group of administrative officers may understand _ 
the purpose and feature·s· of primeval areas, there is. always the pos·si-
hili ty of administ.rativ:.e c.hanges and changing polici.es. While la.ws_ 
will not prevent. they will lessen the probability o:f changes in status. 
and. w:il-1 give those interes,ted in primeval areas. a c_hance t.o s.upport. 
their d--0fenders in office when and- if the integrity of such areas is. 
a~tackecL by commercialism. When. we see lhhe threa.ts of commercialis.m 
aimed at Gla.cier Bay National rnonument anc1 at. Rocky Mountain National 

1 
J 

· l 
· j 

i 
i 



.. 

A. E. Demaray, 2 

Park we realize how necessary it is· that etnery safeguard pos.gj_ ble 
be given any area set aside for posterity. 

_ S:ec.ond, as; regards· the quality of areas to be made national 
primeval monuments:: - Unless the J2.Eimeval and vire;ig character- of 
are.as- so t.o be preserved is: definitely s.tated and defined by law 
theTe is- danger of overwhelming the primeval group with a host. of 
undeS'.irable areas·. I have heard that Mr. Wright feared that every 
Congress,man would want one in his district. ~fust d.efine the class 
care-fully and. make· high standards for it and. this becomes difficult 
.or impossible for virgin primeval areas are all too few. Such 
laws. would be your only safeguard against cluttering up the system 
and against the· ulti·mate breaking down of the class and with it 
the s:afeguards which should surround true pres.erves kept inviolate 
a·nd abs:olutely free from deve-lopment and modification. 

_ It is the genera~ions to come thit will profit 
by the foresight of the present administrators in the National Park 
Service if they. will but make provis.ion for keeping_ for all time 
repres:.entative exa:mples· of types of America's native vegetation. 

SJncerely yours·, 

flt7~({i~ 
E. Lucy Braun 
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DEi=>ARTMENT OF THE .INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Correspondence between Mr. George M. 
Wright and Mro John H. Baker, President, 
National Association of Audubon Societies 
in regard to the "Antiquities Act" 

Leatherwood Forests - Leatherwood 
Creek Tract in Perry Co., Kentucky. 

.-----
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UNITED STATES 

• DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

.Acting :Re.gi.onril Oft! our 11 

Netio.twl ·111:ark Seniee, Region l., 

Dear S1rt 

2100 Central Nat.L Bank Bu1ltUn.g, 
Richmond, V'ir£ini,o.. 

Subject: P..E!.9,t~\11 ... ~ ,for du,~fe~.~~-~~~~t!• 

Our file copy ot tha l'eport mad.e by Mosars. RaweI'd aru.t Mu.tch1Gl" 
on the proposed l.eeth~x•wo{)d Nation.al Monurtttilnt, Pony Cotm.ty, Kantuclcy·, 
he,l<l bean l®,t. 

We would app:rooia.ta yo:ur sen.cUn us a. du.plio~te copy of thi 
report so tlw t we may hav·e our files oor.-iplete. ~me report t.mbmi•t;t,ed 
by t.ho above-montiQne.d men e :Pr~pa.r.ad s.0100time 1n tho arrrinR: or-
au.mrner of 1935 .. 

Sineerely yours, 

C}onr&d. La lHrth. 
~~ssiata.nt Diroot•or. 

.-------
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UNITED STATES \_ . . _ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ~. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

BRANCH OF' PLANNING AND STATE COOPER.ATION 

June 16., 1936 

·,·,~«:.'~ .. ·· ,. ; . '.: :}~l 
National Park Sei~-v-±:1:r~; 
Washington., D. c. 

Attention: Mr. Kenneth B. Simmons 

Subject: Request for Duplicate Report 

Gentlemen: 

In your letter of June 6th., written under the 
above subject., we were requested to furnish you with a copy 
of report made by Messrs. Howard and Mutchler of the proposed 
Leathervvood lifational Monument., Perry County., Kentuclc-y. 

We are pleased to enclose herewith copy of 
this Report and wish Jco advise that our District Office still 
retains a duplicate copy of this Report except for the map. 

Very truly yours., 

Herbert Evison 
Regional Officer 
Region One 

By ~.r.~ 
Acting Chief Clerk 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

leg!.cnal otf$i~e:r ;, R~,um l JI 

-. atiens.i P~k Sl'ilme:et 
, 801 Gi-a¢$ S~eu:JJ:itlei:t Building, 

~l-ilh!noRd. Virginia 

,At'tenti.~;, c.c. Stuttfr;. A.ctd.ng Ohie-,f Cll)X!'~ 
. __ ,,. 

SUbJ~ t. D'1pl;i,e&t.o Uqport. "" Le~t.herwoQd 
~.~\it£~l, 0M(1f1~ f _ Kall,tu~~-

W~ mah to· a~led_ge re~~ipt oi' yo\t"f' l.et-ter of 

J\me 16 te&~dina; tre:n.$.n;d.s~i®: ot a duJ:l:i.o4i.te copy o:f:~ report 

ff t.ho propo:ied Leathcnrocd Naticnal Mcnl.llU~t in ltfnt-uclcy", 

To our mowlqe II a • epy et th.$.6 r~m •~ n$ attQ.-ehGtd to 
I 

your letter 1 ~_tho mail- l"OQm .~~0-m1Q,l inf~,i ~, .1t wa& n~t 

CCJ :Region l --• 
Simmo:m; ,, __ 

KBS:jw 

Oonred t.w-Wirth 
A:ii1:aietai1:t. :Oi.'.!N1eto~ 
i)>.n 

li~d) K B, aimmou,:; 
Kenneth :e. S-~nG 

Deputy A-c&ie~ Di~(IOtO. 
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UNITED STATES 

ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
i"'"'-~1 V',:,, 

/!/ 2 f' 
1

_·,.. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Y.i:rtliili~ PLl'J\NilJG AN:) SL,TL COGPLE.AT.::ON 
,,_, . 

• <.;~~::::.:~:~:~1:.1✓•# FT;-:c}~'T· --~m,.,: ~\/,.l, OFFICE -, 
801 GLAC.S ·~:r. ':urr.rLb.3 LU :::;:,DL,G 

liICHJOtD, VIRGINIA 

Mr. Kenneth B. Simmons., 
Deputy Assistant Director, 
National Park Service, 
Washington., D. c. 

Subject: 

Dear Sir: 

June 25., 1936 

Duplicate Report - Leatherwood 
National Monument, Kentucky. 

Receipt is aclmowledged of .your letter dated June 
19th, regarding transmission of duplicate copy of report on 
the above subject ,vith our letter of June 16th. 

The mail room personnel in this Office informs us 
that the report in question was mailed from this Office. It 
is suggested that the :mail room personnel of both our Office and 
your Office continue to try to locate this report. If it is 
found that it did not leave this Office., it will be transmitted 
to you in:mediately, and in the meantime, if your mail room 
personnel does find it, please advise us. 

Very truly yours., 

Herbert Evison 
Regional Officer 
Region One 

By ~ ~ 
C. ~C~s0"' 

Acting Chief Clerk 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Rtlg;lQ~al otfiet!ll:r.,, tl$E,ien One,i 
lthJ,t.iQ~N -Pti.t:lt S~rViQ.€1 ,. 

Sen (hraoo- $.e.Cl\\l'itit.'Hll B,ia:Ud.inti;,, 
lUe.tmit\!ind, Via•irtai~ 

S.u.l:>Jeet.; Du:plhe..te Report ~ Leat11el"'W00~ . 

. kt"~-~, ,~91,~!!~es;\EtJ.PR~~--

'Fb.i,s W:;ill a.okno-l.adge l'il!t@eipt of yo,iu· J;!1ltt."'r -of Jf~ne ~ 
.sl&U~d 01 e. C. Si:a,11,tts ., i.~i:ng Chief Cle.rk, in lfl'hie.b 1-ou $.t . .ate. 
t:l.'!.at 1QU.lt' mail to(iim ;pcers0Mel i$ etf· tn.e, opinion 1.;lll.at the ref,)ort 
refer.red to, above n·as been ma.Had to t.hb o!'fl(;te. 

You. i;).re ad:dued tnat .e: d.ilit;e:nt s.eareh h~re in th@ Wasaing~ 
ton Oti'loe f ~Ue t<:> reve,il#l the: mh~tn~ l"e-poil."t ,e.ncl t?u11.'t w:e wol:llld. 
UkEi to have a oopy sent ta us- if attallablth 

C.onx-~d l,. lf,i :r-th 
A.$s-.is'tmt .P;i,re-cti.u· 

;ey {Sgd) '.K, B. ~m~• 
te:an~tlil .. B ~ $ i:irun.ows 

l);ep:~ty :A~u,;:i.Jil.t-ru:1t Duwt:0:1.~ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
mu;.wc1 O'F PW'llftl :dl). '1'1.'A'?E C.OO~lQ'lt 

lli:~"'tt~t D, • a,gimU .. '·'-" •• 
~llitil\.~ C:m~tt- • Ohi& • 

Jul~ 14., 1~36 

S.gional efti.ue,_. 
lte-g!m OJae..,. , • • 
Bat1-cmal PfU\k ~,e,. 
801 GQ- teOU'1'tl&:$: :Bldg.,,, 
lU,~_. .. V~gtriUI~ • • 

,$tf.lJttiu ,W.pm-t ,,.. 1~ 1•~~ 
. 1l®il1htmi\\1,, P!!!t Co-,,, _Ka.~ 

• . • I ~- 2 -• 

.. 
,, lief.~ ·14 •de. t.o :Y:O'!J:t lf@t;t«· '1f' J.\tly 6-th we• 
~ dttpllcae. ~.ep01tt of' the. t.eath~iiid kti«:id Ut'mU• 
mant• P~ 0(j,unt;r~ K•~-• • .• 

: •4'1..~,<I!!<-....,~..,......,. ,_,.. ,,....,;,;,lr-,; t,,.,. "~""""'i!t:'lloi.ltll tr.--......,:, a:.-A, l'!A.« .• ,.;,lb.,'lia"ill' 
4,i-.w.,q1, .• ~_.,,~- ·~: ~...,,ai~, '-V,/ ~-,~,~• ~~.-7i14,. ·11,lt~ !Ull.lW~~~:-

W.e ..- -.l•abg. ,-.-1, _ ~W ot t:h.a: ~e,ott. 11$: U J!Jnd it till 
th<t ttk-.. _, ••tstu:d, ~*- t~ f1h& -o~g~l. -wntob 
. m.,,,,.. Ringo, mdl~ ~ Qi1 J~ U,J,I PiL ~@h n.$ 3._,o,s;;, • ~wt~ 
~ \'f4e~ flB a~- •~l~.te, t· • ,p: it ¢0~lti~ a;p-a~ 
~• oltppuig-. aai ~h&~ ••• . -~ at& !d:(>t •"V'flital>t. 
to ace~ th1$. d~lea.te, ~ecpo-2't., 

, · . At the, GOggt$MQJ1 ~- ia,., ~di., ·th& Cl!i'i~ ~Glrt1 
•~ be ,._ ~ -• W:Udli!if e.,. til~a., ~. W•s-ld.1:14ttion. • l?e~be.p,a 

· Jvl'i!~. a.a lf.. •.fh.OlltJ.$•-. n& ,ls$$.~- . ·t0i ti:~- D:!N~@t11, e:c1)!1,d • 
~ •.- 11,~ • _tll111~ • ~. 'Ii<riw:vd .at4lte~ thait •t tb t~ 
the 'l"$,pO'ri us. a.@. Mr+ Thomps~ ~--$ a.c'ting ·Chief ot· the,' Wild• 
lU.e Di:1r!sioa. • 

th!$'. -3'Qgp,stiidtl is ~.tfS&id Ol1 in hopes that it· will. 
·&•ble, ya-. to blc;a.~e the o!!!,gi~ :Of this. l-'epe:r:t:., 

, I • • ' •• ' 

WKFt&vl 

V-e-1t3 "te:tuly y~~., 

-l{} --~(!Ei(_/ 

Vll.. R:ent; F~d:,. 
!&al, daat Rttgit>nal Of''f.ios:r.,., 
D.2:s:triOt D • llegiti>n Qne. 
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Gentlemen: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

801 Grace Securities Building 
Richmond., Virginia 

Subject: 

July 20., 1936 

Report-Leatherwood National 
Monument., Perry Co .. ., Kentucky. 

Reference is made to your letter dated June 30., 
and previous correspondence concerning duplicate report of 
Leatherwood National Monument., Kentucky. 

vile a re enclosing herevvi th another copy of this 
report and also a copy of letter dated July 14., addressed to this 
ofi'ii:rn., overi:·the signature of W. Kent Ford., Assistant Regional 
Officer., transmitting this report to this office. 

You ,vill note tho.t Mr., Howard has made one or two 
·suigestions regarding the possibility of locating the original 
report., and it would seem desirable that this original report be 
found if possible., since the orig;inal contained maps., newspaper 
clippings and other data which the copy we are now sending you 
does not .. 

gnclosure 1020086 

Very. truly yours., 

Herbert· E-vison 
Regional Officer 
Region One 

Acting Chief Clerk 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

First Hegioaal Otti.ce~ 
National Park Servi,o(f;, 

801 Grace, s our it :ies Building,. 
Riehruondi Virginia. 

<:.!ubjeot: Report ,.. Le:atherwood !fatl. 
~2.nw,n~;!!.t, Perry co--J . .!l.e 

Thi.s will acknowledge rect1p.t of a letter of July 20. 1936, ~ignett 
by c. c .. stu1rh; .i\oting Chief Clerk, m.xbmitting a copy ot' the !'®port 
by Fred M. Mutchler ~ W.:Uliatri. J. ii~Wttl'."fl, rega.l:'(Hng the 1,r◊poaed 
Leatherwood Ne:Uon.tt-l .Monument, l'er:cy County, Kontt!!'clry. 

We e.re herewith returnina thQ C;opy of the report you tran6mitted 
to us a.a we hnva finally located tiilrour~ diliaerrt .aearoh, a oQpy o:f. 
tlte original :report whiah contains. maps but no news:pi per cl'l.J:r}ingu. 

Wo sin~erely e.pp:r0e:i.at0 your coopora tion in sen(Ung thb additional 
copy ot the rmport. 

Euol~ 999121 
iec: Regioi.t l 
. tar. ot J>~~ir.i.s 
_ I Bt-at0 O!'.H.1.~r.tu~ton 
~-fmd 

Conrad. L. lUrth. 
Assistant Dlreator • 

.Kanhotp, :B. Bimruona~ 
Deputy JI..Saistant 

Vireotol'. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Fi:rst :Regional Offiea, 
Nations+ l?a:rk S'erv1ce, 

Dear Sir: 

SOl Grae0 Socu.l"itie@ Duil<:U,11€, 
Riehm.ond; Virginia. 

SubJ~(lt: w..mb~x•ing actiVi ties in t11e 
proposed I.eathsn-0od Nut:J.onal. 
lltk?,JAumen t 2, J?&l"?:'I Coun ~l~ 8{.. .., 

/ 

Sav01·al. ma-ntha ago ther.~ was a report th:af; lumborin(-s opera.ti.fJns 
were to be started within tbe proposed unthe:tT.ood. National ~.e.c:nummt 

It b Nquestad that you submit a report on the pre.~en.t lwnbering 
aeti'Vities o.ntt plans tor &ueh activitiGs in the w1ediatt!l tutu1"0, 
being very careful not to stir.nu.late any undue inte1~est. in or all.ta.Boni~ 
toward tha propoeed m.onur.t10nt. 

In th·a ab cn<re of' fu:rther :l:natru~tions :tt would be ad.vi.sable fo:r. 
field men il1i that v1cin1t:y to visit; the area about trv.eey i,i; mcm.tha 
to cheek up on da elopm.sn:t,s and aubm.i t a. bl"ief report~ 

Yr# 
JVW-fmd 

Den I£. Tbomp,;;aon .. 
Deputy Aeaiatant Director~ 

C'e: Region 1 



LUMBERING OPERA.TIO:tTS 
PROPOSED LEATHERWOOD NATIONAL MONUMENT 

PERRY COUNTY, KENTUCKY 

Introduction: 

The proposed Leatherwood National Monument is 
located approximately 25 miles from Ha.zard, Kentucky in 
south eastern Perry County and consists of approximately 
2000 acres in the immediate vicinity of Lynn Fork of 
Leatherwooa. Creek. 

This report will be concerned with the lumbering 
operations which are being carried. on in the vicinity of 
Leatherwood Creek 2.nd those which are entering the pro1)osed 
National Monument. This report is prompted by a request 
from Regional Officer Evison in a letter dated November 20, 
1936. 

Inasmuch as the forest cover of this area, its 
physical characteristics, inclua.ing exposure, c.rainage and 
accessibility have been discussed in previous re[l)Orts, they 
will not be emphasized at this time . 

.Acknowledgements: 

There was little information in this office concern­
ing the area, the means of reaching it or the proper persons 
to contact e.nd to secure this information Dr. Lucy E. Br~un, 
Cincinnati University and Mr. L. H. Stiles of Haza.rd, Kentucky, 
were contacted. The courtesy and assistance rendered by the 
above _mentioned parties is hereby acknowledged. 

Lumbering Operations: 

Lumbering rights in this area were imtil a short 
time ago controlled by the Leatherwood Lumber Company. 
Approximately two months ago these rights exchanged hands and 
they are now controlled by the W. M. Ritter Lumber Company 
of Columbus, Ohio. 

Method of Logging: 

Lumbering operation in the Leatherwood Creek area 
have been ccarried on over a period of nine years. For this 
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Methoa. of Logging ( continued) 

a mill has been established at Daisy, Kentucky, having 
a capacity of 30,000 Bd. Ft. per day. 

Page 2 

Narrow gauge logging trains are used in trans-
porting the logs from the field. to the saw mill. Tracks 
for the operation of these trains are laid following stream 
beds and usually extend as far toward the head of the coves 
as the grades will permit. From the end of the tracks main 
logging roads are laid out a.TJ.d then side roads are extended 
at right angles to the top of the rid.ges. One main road is 
usually suf'ficient for each cove and side roads are cut forty 
to fifty feet apart depending upon field cona.i tions. Tractors 
and mules a.re used to haul the logs to the landings located 
along the railroad. 

Present Operations: 

.At the present time the Lurri'ber Company is opera.ting 
tv10 camps; one of 100 and one of 65 men respectively. The 
former is located at Daisy, Kentuck~y, and is concerned. princi­
pally with the oper2,tion of the saw mill; the latter is located. 
on Clover Fork and is used in felling, skidding 2.nd other 
noods work . 

.All cutting at the present is confined to Clover 
Fork. The writer was informed that cutting in Clover Fork on 
land controlled by the Lum·ber Company is practically exhausted 
and the next area of operation will be Lynn Fork. 

Operations at the present time in Lynn Fork are 
confined t.o the laying of track for the logging trains. This 
track is being laid by a crew of twenty-two men and two foremen. 
Two men are engaged in clearing t"l'.ie stream bed of trees; ten 
men are grading and ten are laying ties a..~d rails. This work 
is progressing at the a:pproxime.te rate of one mile per mont·h. 
At the present time track is laid TTithin a half mile of the 
Big Poplar tree Bna. pro~ressing toward the head of the cove. 
It is estimatea. that two weeks will be required. to l:w • track 
as far as grc-1.d~ will permit in the cove and this track will 
end about 300 feet from the Big Tree. It will require a very 
few days after the track is le.icl. to cut roa.ds and prepare the 
principal cove of the proposed National Monument for the cutting 
operation. 
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Present Operations (continued) 

The :Sig Tree, which is a Yellow Poplar ap:proximately 7 feet 
in diameter breast high and reported to be the le..rgest of its 
species east of the Mississippi River, is located approximately 
in the center of the proposed National Monument, and it is 
understood that the preservation of this tree and the immediate 
surrounding trees ,'.),DCl area, in its present virgin sta,te, is the 
justification for considering this area e..s a Proposed National 
Monument. 

Future Operations: 

At the right of CloverFork there is an area of about 
600 acres controlled by the Kentucky Coal Corporation. The 
writer was informed that the Ritter Lumber Conr_pany is e.ttempt­
ing to obkd.n t.hese rights. If rights to operate on this 600 
acres are obtained, it is probable and seems reasonaole, that 
operation will continue in Clover Fork for some period of time. 

If rights to operate on these 600 acres a.re not 
obtained, the next operation will be Lynn :work and the next 
logging camp site will pro1Ja.bly be at the junction of Stony 
Fork and LeatherY1ood Creek. Ji'rom Lynn Fork it is reasonable 
to assUJne that the lumbering will continue up the Leatherwood 
Creek in Old.house, Baker a.rid Stony Fork. 

Conclusion: 

With a logging railroacl a,lready esta1:Jlisned in Lyhn 
:B'ork, it would be possi"ble to start cu.tting opera,tions there 
in a very short time. 

If this area is to be :preserved in a virgin state, 
it is im}JOrtant that steps be tAken to prevent further progress 
in the area by the Lumber Company. 

It is possible that the Ritter faun·ber Co,~::rny may 
secure timl)er rights on six hundred aclditional acres adjoining 
Clover Fork, in which case operation in Lynn J!'ork might be 
ciela.yed for some t irne. If t imI)er rii'.sht s on the six hundred 
acres mentioned above are not secured, it is possible tha.t cutting 
will begin on Lynn Fork at the head of Youngs Branch in the 
vicinity of the Big Poplar at an early date. 

Respectfully sulJmi tted, 

W
. ?;,.p~_~_ (!(_ v% -- . ,c) 

../ il'bu~a,g,~ ~ "'-
.Assi sta.nt Forest.er . 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ECW REGION ONE 

801 GRACE SECURITIES BUILDING 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

December 29., 1936 

National Park Service, 
Washington, D. c. • 

Attention: 

Subject: 

Gentlemen: 

Mr. Ben H. Thompson 

Lumbering Activities in the 
Proposed Leatherwood National 
Nfonummt1 Perry County, Ky. 

Reference is ml.de to your letter dated November 17, 
requesting a report on the present lumbering activities and plans 
for activities in the imIOOdiate future., on the proposed Leather­
wood National N.onument area. 

, There is enclosed herewith a report on the lumbering 
operations in this area, the report having been submitted ever the 
signature of Wilbur L. Savage, our Assistant Forester. 

This report was received in our Office under yester­
day's date and we hasten to ferward it to-you sinoe it indicates 
that considerable operations are now in progress and that plans 
have been _made for extensive Qperations in the future, and we feel 
that possibly your Office will wish to take some immediate action 
in connection with these operations. 

Very truly yours, 

Officer 
Enclosure 1102694 

I 

------



.... -__ 

Mr 

UN;T_t::JJ;STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE;RIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Perr"f nif!t?..-. 
Can you suggea,t anything? 

J;; note that the Forester talked to 

Dr. Braun. 1 wonder if 1 t would be 

adv:iaable to write to her·. 

Ji_ .. 
~ ;1,. Lee Brown. 

~~,±.­
~~~ 
~ ) 

• 
------
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UNITED STATf 

DEPARTMENT OF THE: 11'11,ERIOR 

•;-. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

-----
------



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

~ ,. 
£..,, ·1,,"<, 

;/'~),,, ;/ ,.~ r··· 
nr~ Rf) 1.uor Braun, / v 

beo~ti a seer~ ;nry, { 
~e StiVtt:-. 1,ant'U~.' if:J ... Pl'i vnl t1'ol"'$~$ J,,,.,agu'8, c· ') l): .• {_1 

2-70$ ~ 1 a.tnet 9 J t;r -;, 
• l ~r 

Cinoinn~ 1~ Ohioi. .,i'!;, {ii_::" 

- -~07 -· -~,};(' 

Reter0n,c~ is t ado in a le.tt~i- of Fitbt•uarv 10. 19·· &,. t\, y I1 

from. tho S81nrotan ot ·ill In:tt'll"101·, and to oUl"' letter o:t ,;areh 
6, l~~,. ro-~t'din./,r· be pt-(Htttrvat:lon ot the l..uuthertrcod tJM.ot ot 
tore t in le tt~kf;. 

~-e bfilVe O$U$@d J,10.11"!0 le 1nQJ>utrU.ons 1.g '10 made c.tt tlliu 'll~tlft 
to 49tex•mine tbe o:t.'Mnt ot ll!ttibe,d.ng acUviti,Go ill.cu,,,e,. J, :.,•8(1t}nt 
ttieJld l"Qport ind 1.cs \e· that omuJidel"ablo l.um.britrtng c>p1an. t 0ns 
are in progv~ue an~ pltms. })ave been tl1B4e f'Ol" exttmotv opel'utioo 
in th{l fut t 1th th'8- pQ.au:lbUity thnt the:, l:til.11.Y, e.d1en- into 
thee ~ _ ork wlle:r a loffll1Da r,,11roud 1 tlt>'§f ins ~tu11truatno .. 

We :N,gret thut 'le h~ve hemn wu1bl~ t1J ,obt~ tn ftu1d13 for the 
-purchan-a or thia :f'i'.2l'at,.t lmitl~ lt 1;G 1Still ou;r hop8 tb.&t itiS 
1H1qn:J.ai tion ·a:y 'b~ -r:t~r,¢1:ni,tl by donaU<nt, l)l:~ the. nee (if do:i.ated 
t\md ., :tf ,~u. hillW h1.?a:rd of any n• d~valrJJ~nt,e i."'Cli!Ul"d:1,~ 
thb sU.uaUoo -we. 1.illt ll b: $lad to 1/wa;r. fri}0. JOU .• 

(SG D~) A. E! DE_MAEA'Xj, 
A.. ~ii;,. ~!;:;'" 

cting U1r.ector., 

1}p 

. .. -------
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. . . I .. a.in writing to get. your support and the support of your state 
for the movement to establish National PI'imeval Monuments. The 

. fi,r.st of Februa!'y the peJ?-fected plan is to be presented in Washington • 

. Be.fore. that time., senators and representatives of every state must be· 
told by their· constituents that they are· to suppor_t, the. movement. 
Brie£1y, the plan is~ 

To establish National Monumeri"':;s oi.' every impor.t.ant or interest!"' 
ing type of America•s native vegetati.on -- ·as cypress swamp., ta11 ... 

,_ ......... gi"as.s ·prairie, <tesert grassland, northern sphagnum bog and bog :f-orest, 
eastern deciduous forest. etc. Such areas should be virgin areas 
o:f really superior quality. They are to be known as National 
Primeval Monuments. The existing classification of national monu ... 
ments makes no provision for areas secured sole.ly as 11museum pieces" ot 
.:,merica •s vegetation., and hence interposes an obstacle in the way o:f 
their preservation. Such areas are not only of scientifi~ value., but 
a~e also of historical, literary and artistic value. It is these 
values rather than the scientific ones whichne.ed to be stressed if 
tll.e plan is to receive public support. 

As a definite and concrete instance of intention to establish 
such a national primeval monument, let me cite .the .e,;e'fo;r,ts of. the 
recently organized 11Save-Kentucky•s-Primeval-Forest League.ti This 
League is raising funds (can· you help?) to ·purcha.s.e the fin,e_~t remain­
ing area of low altitude mixed deciduous forest in eastern ~orth 
America, ther'orest o:f Lynn Fork o:f Leatherwood in Perr.y GQ_,,Ky •. 
(I am personally familiar with the tract and can vouch ·for its quality 
When acquired, the League wishes to give this tract into the ca.re of 
the National Park Service to be held as an inviola,. te preserve., in whic. 
there shall be no distu.rbance, no human modii'i.o~tion. I have been 
told that there is no precedent and no classificftion for such areas. 
Let .us make one. We need to acquire and s~t aside samples of ow• 't' 
native vegetation (together with the animals as :far as that is riow 
:possible) bei'ol:'e it is too late. The plan of National Primeval 
Monuments is designed to meet the needo The plan has the written 
endorsement of the American Association for the Advancement of ·Science 
the Botanical Society of America, the 'Ecological s.ociety of Am~rica., 
-ls well as of many other non-sci~nti.fic nature and out-door organiza-
-:;ions ancrl of many prominent individuals. • What i.t needs now;-:i,.s 'a 
cou;ntry-wide shove, Get behind it. 

I must depend on you f'or the necessary state-wide endl.o~sement 
cf this plan. However· busy you may be., you :must not ·fail; ·there i-s 
:~ot time for me· to get some one in yo~ place., an,d I have endless 
0-::i.1.er details to .attend to. •.•Do it now.ti· There·is no time. to los;e. 
For your convenience I enclose a few mimeographed- slips gtving ~i~, 
rections as to just what to do. Please write your self, then: pass .o'n 
this request to ten more people in your state who can in turn.pa~s. it 
on to other.s so as to cover the entire state. In this way we can 
~pprise the senators and representatives from all ovel" the countrt. 
that there is a movement on .foot that must be supporteq.. 

Please send ~~ a ,r>ost oal"d saying you ·have done you.r pa.rt. 
Yours sincerely, 

May st.,Cincil'l.nati; Ohio. 



--
Nov. 4, 1930. 

Mrs. ~l 
I do not know this lady. Won't you ask Brill 

enson, 

to check the files to see wheth~r we have ever 

before heard from h. er, -. t· d then give Mr. 

/4 
Drury the results. ~' •. 

A()J • \ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ~ 
\ / 

Nov. 8, 1940. 

Do you think that Rliss Braun's 

mimeograph statement needs any reply. 

cµA- ~,,,,.,.·~-

~-th 
~-~~-0-, 

;Jk ~ 
~fr/4~~-

.'A /'?3 &. 

~b<-07; 
~~yr( 
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