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At tlla recent request ot Mr. S1feDSOn, w are be.D:f to ps'OV1de the 
tollovtng backgrouDd data lfhich should be bel»i\U to b1m 111 pe­
pni.ng a Nport OD tbe above subJect. 

Fmuces Slocum (Marcil 4, im -~ 9, J8Pl.7) vaa a vld.te cb1l4, 
oaptuNd. DJ" rmss8ft8 in Western Peasyl'WIDla t.n ins, *° lived the 
remt •er or her Ute e.s a me.d>er aK IncH an triltee aid cl1e4 at a 
advanced age in lldiaaa. Her pazeats ven ldlled 'b7 the Delavan 
Ia41eas in ~r 1Tr8, and Flancee was adopted bi' a Delavaftl 
ldian tamil¥, whom she aceompmt ed. vest118l'd &Id ft.aall1' setUe4 v.tth 
t.bam near the present Fort rJf11"1Ja, w•ema. afta t.be Amrieea lsvolll­
t1oa. Here, &be n.nt marr1ed a le1-are tnaan aad. lat.er a Miami. 
trtbearran named Dear r&m. 'l'b1s eoaaple speat the net of their lU'e 
on the Vabaah B:l.ver DBU the preseat site of Pea, IndiM8. A vtd:te 
tat.vel.er to tb18 M1am1 Imlian settleamit est&blishe4 her ldeatlt7 as 
- l""ea captive ln J.835, but Praaces Slocum, when v1s1~e4 by ur 
wbite zelatlfte 1n 1831, refWJed. to retum "1th Uiem to their hoa:e 
oa tile SU8•1ehem B1ver in Pemaqi'laDla. Siie va8 kDova for bar poi 
life as a home n:aker for her ln'San cbS.l4na aa4 gmD4 cb1..141ea. In 
eveluatiJJS the llf'e or 1h'aDoes Sloown, ·ve ftn4 it to haw been one 
ot saorif'iee, tlevotion and colorful inte!'eSt. 8owever, the eapturi»s 
ot white intaats on tbe American trontler 4u.riDs the Colomal and. 
Revohltlona.17 eras oce\U'ed 1D a uumber Gt io8tallees, allll the stor:r 
ot 1macea Slocum is not unique, except that Sbe l.1 ve4 a long and 
u.sefW. domestic Ute amoD& her··::adopte4 paopla. 

It ls our \1Dierstand1ng that the ~ ot 1.a. ~ ls to clinct 
the Secretary ot the Interior to take naceasuv and ~te 1198-
8W."e8 to move aD4 reinter the ranains or Famcea 8loaum trom tlle1r 
present s1 te tbreateJd4 by a reser'IOir ciawlopmmt Gld to_ eatab.!!~. __ . 
a na~!QQ.A\...~t at the new burial site. ID Ws cownu.m, ve 
s>;Oii1d like to mote that the Aslnsory Board. oa mational Park81 IU.&1;or1c 
Sites, l)lat Jd1 ugs, and J&>mments bas f'oll.ewd. aver a ptriod of Jear8 a 
established. policy not to reca.umand the burial plaoes of 1n.Uvt•m>s, 
or of groups of 1nd1 vi duals in eemeteries, tor natioml reeopt.Ucm 
mmept in cases ot persons c>f ~ natioaal 1mgonaat:a. 9&e 
Ad.v!soq Board. '61&8 cJ:eated under the prov'ls1ona ot·the llistoric Sites 
Aet oZ August 21, 1935 (49 ~tat. 666), tor the pirpos<a of alv1a11J8 the 
Seoret&ey or tbs Interior upon questiODS of naticmal h1st01"1eal s1gnt.­
t'.l.cance am. other park matters. '1'he Board bas cons1atelltl¥ takea the 
view that it is impracticable tor the ~ml. Govenmellt to reeopize 
grave sites and eeumtertes aaeociated ·.J:ith important pe t·sonages in 



our nat1oll61 bistor.t because there are 60 ~ ot them am that 
national ree0Gl'lit1on should be raservt!d for historic s1teo eJ¥l 
buildi.Il60 0011001.ated 'lit!t the aotual a&reel"! ~ contn'bu.tiooa or 
outo~ nintoricol perso~u.. It is ~ OOUer that ~OG 
Slocum d.oes not quaJJ.flJ ao a porson c'! t~ceendeut na.t1on4l bie­
tortcaJ. importsnce. 
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J,,1 ~ !>ll-'.i.tiite Ct:Nnv..Ql, Otttco of tt.o F;t>ilo:lto · 
.F~oi.:.tC;.."?t eocr~t ~~¥, Pwlk te.nd. s !!: a~ ... :!'lt 

You. c~:t:n.'tl::~ o hbl.-u· cy l J'o )t.~ t~\ O'<tl' T:!.alt'S 
~f Con,J"ei;a:.':... f.t;p~Jl "n n.!. 9.:tr1 1,; bill 'To 
etrt.a.'b.U.:il:i.::iS ,t o!' "' ~~ Sloe~ r-' ~ 1 .&. HQJNma:zrt. 

tt: • .!L 90')4 d.Lc..:..t .... tho t. .~X'!tt.:.r.r <' • ~ • tote-ri,.,r- to ia L.ti. ':'{! r-
or 1.lltcro::.t~ 1o. :U-..l;J.\ th.a\ bo d tt to :i: ~ !nter 'tho :r: -bi, 
Oi F°Nl~eti :JlO....~ l<M ~t lhh a t!CW ~'t ti.t ~h."i: d.t • 
I'llO i.:.cle"~."I tB bl 0 \Jtkirt:Z4.1. t;-o 11)/)~Ct;J'Ut:t \: .b f,aoUitiH !O!' 
vL:i'to:.· ,.~~:.t!m & tJ.n:.i • ~ 19.4 lie (!"e-..!l ~ ·~:.r.~1·1 · 

• x- • A1.Jp.Lu• l'! t.~et. t.l'ld ttK.l ~ ~ ~ ecll t~r -. 
n.ati~l rtXL-r- ~ t>1:.: ~ l o.1 tlti> t r:.: ~ut fO!."' ~ ~l~~ 
o d~c r b r ~v ~'1"! !zliU~~ net~r tMtt i..; ' ~rity 
t'o tr.l,i;I! ~~~ i"Vl\ M.'tlan t<t · ... tnb 1'\'l'I>Qil!P cm.1 1:t' tr.er" 
1.c &•t.tl.c: .tt~ • ~ vo lJe ttlll1u..:.. to \.-:N'iO i;u~h c.clt.io-A , If ~::-e .!.,,; 
no 'l.Utho! ·:!..t.~» t.!l•J r.cir. x~ &..~ :-.,qi.: :t • tt.14 pion t a11L 

1"iit.t bl"~Vo , .. vf ~i'&i.i?l;!o:· ~lQC.'Ulll vill. ·-·~! fl~.·~ b7 1.h~ pnt.,,:i~~ 
bll.,- ... i44t11Ji(.°1IZ. 1.c:~•Vt'<i ·· to b<.l ~c.t . 'tlCt~ -,.;y tu ~:.'Pa of Ell.: i.uav1·c . 
'."u lt!'Y.J'.; ot oo n~l1w1t.y ,7f S.,..1H ~ ,· r.y- ot' ~he Intc• 1' !or fru t.c ;r ... i::·.:> 
l.a.t.d fO.! !'\! J.ntet"riJle. the ?'fl'!D; illfl Of ~t;H-e!'l pez·~ O%W > ~ciip~c kl...l.Y 
\ih.~r r::rtrv..:-.;. t .l-c hni~.:: U01i4..,'1 l·y 'l':. !ll'Ujrn'!t of "~b"'.r at~C:Y C;.!' 

th'.' aov~rOPlil!!:rt .• 

: ..L<>f.l, "'~ .t~:Bl tbA.'l."t th.e1 o lt• r..:n ~..M it.Y fo~ t.bu L~p&'t.: .rtt t<I tS) .. ~ 
&J.:niAbt.:t.t1vt- e.;rt.wn t.J:> e t ~U 1b nc:tl~Ml ~ m. in tbu tl' n···.i. 
· <'n:.tt ot t.i~ f.•H :;inc-it "'" r1'rt.1.ont' .l ~mt n s-<J.~h :'lllll't 1;}.tl1 : "lr • 
. .. t 'l.bl.:C>!''.Kl b:f :-.!•t ~ C¢l'l.,l't!:4 f;I 11. h:-e::i.!..1i.~.t ud ~a·o~lis...,;P. l~. 
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