Mr. Prenk Harrison March 2, 1962
Through: #fActing Chief Historian

Staff Historian Young

Beekground Data on H. R. 9094, Frmeaﬂlmm, ﬁ”'?[
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At the recenmt request of Mr. Swenson, ua are huppy to provide the
folloving baekground data vhich should be helpful to him in pre-
paring a report on the above subject.

Fronces 8locum (March 4, 1773 - iareh 9, 1847) wvas a white child,
captured by Indisns in Weatern Pomnsylvania in 1778, who lived the
remainder of her life s a menber of Indian tribes and died at an
gdvanced age in Imdiana. Her paremts were killed by the Belaware
Indians in November 1778, and Frarces was edopted by a Delavare
Indian family, whom she aceconpanied westward and finally settled with
them near the presemt Fort «<ayns, Indiana, after the Amoriesn Rsvelu-
tion. Here, she first married a Belawaxe Indian asd later a Hiand
tribecmen pamed DPeaf Man. This couple spent the rest of their life
oa the nbash River pear the present site of Pema, Indiann. A vhite
traveler to this Misml Indien settlement established her idomtity as
an Indisr esptive in 1835, but Prauces Slocum, vhen visited by har
white relatives in 1837, refused to returm vwith them to thelir home
ca the Busgushara River in Pemnsylvania. S8ke wvas known for her good
life as a howe maher for her Indian children and grand children. In
evalugting the life of Framces Slocum, wo fimd 1t to have been ome
of sacrifice, devotion and colorful interest. Howewsr, the espturing
of vhite infants on the American fromtier during the Colonial and
Revolutionary eras cccured in a musber of instances, aml the story
of Prances Slocum is not unique, except that she lived a long and
useful domestic life among her-adopted people.

It 1s cur understanding that the purpose of H.R. 909% {8 to d&irect
the Seeretary of tho Interior to take necessavry and appropriate msa-
sures to move and reinter the remins of Prances Slocum from their
present site threatendd by a reservoir dovelopment and to establish
a mtimmmt at the new burial site. In this comncction, we
Sites, Bulldings, mﬂkﬁommemm folleowed over a pericd of years an
eatablished policy not to recomverd the burial places of individuals,
or of groups of individuals in eemeteries, for national recognition
except in cases of persons of transcendent natiomal inportance. The
Advisory Board was created under the provisions of the Historic Sites
Aet of August 21, 1935 (49 Stet. 666), for the purpose of advising the
Secretary of the Interior upon questicns of national historieal signi-
ficance and other park zmatters. The Board has consistemtly taken the
viev that it is impracticable for the Federal CGovermment to recogaize
grave sites and cemeteries associsted .ith important personages in
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our national history because there are so many of them and that
national recognition should be reserved for historic sites and
buildings assoclated with the ectual careerz and contributionsz of
cutstanding historiesl personages. It is our belief that Frances
Slocum does not qualifly as e person of tyenscendent national his-
toricel importance.
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Mr. Sﬂensoﬂ; is attached.
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Marao readis
To Legdisiative Counvel, 0ffice of the Solioitov
Thvough: Azgistexnt Secretany, Public land onagenmsnt
FProm: Mreactor, Satidne]l Park Bervice

Mbiect: H.R. 9084, Fraoces Eloeun Hetional Homusemt

fou: memorscdua of Fabruary 1 re@uected our vievs on ke faquiries
of Congrevamsz: Aspinall on H.R. 9094, & pill “To suthorize the
establishoent of the Frence: Slocun Hetiomel Heosument. '

HoR. 9094 disedts the Secrwtary of tha lnterior to sequire the lonf
or interects ia leod that ne dewnn secessary o rolnter the remsinp
of Franges dlocws sud esteblish o natiosal soxmment st thet site.
Ine Secretary iz sleo authorised to coustyuwet sueh faecilitles for
vizitor accomsedstions mnd waykerw o8 he muy decn necesenyy.

dr. Aspisall suggests tast the propessl might 2ot csldl for o

netionel wwwaatod in the noreel vanse of The tera dut for & plugue

o: marke si o pear ber grave and inguires whether there Lo authority
S0 beke sdsdpistrutive sctien to acoomplish this purpose and, AT there
1s ewtho:iby. would we be willin: to talle such sction., If there l1s

nc suthority, the Comgresemsn mquscted s report e ths bHill.

Tne grave of Frapess Slocunm will e flooded by the proposcd
dlssigoinewe Boservedr to be cemat ucted by the Cerps of Englumserc.
Ve knov of no sudbority of the Sewretsry of the Interior to scguire
laxd for reimtercing the remeins of decessed persons, sepeclally
vhere greves sre being flooded by s project of enother sgeney of
the Coveroment .

2le0, we fesl thet there (o no authority foo the Dapsytasit o toke
sdnindstootive cotion O estublilsh = netional mcmmeat in the usesl
senze of the tara timce & patiowl sopuaent as 2uch miet eitlier b
sstabliszhad by et of Coangress or FPresifscgisl nroclasetion.
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Hr, Acpinell ecke whether theare is amuthord W.ﬂ
the grevesite. mmcma,:m thorizes
the Secretery to mmnﬁmmwwwm
Mwmmmm«mmmﬂa&ﬂu
erchesolouienl aimificeance.” mmmumm ' Progces
8locwm bus net been evalusted by the Advicory Board previded for in
the 1935 Ast. Until this is done, thore ¢em be no final dotevminetion
nmmwmmwmxmnmm. In
view of the Bowrd's well esteblisied poiicy %o give redogunition te
mmm«mwtm:mmmum
importaace, (i i unlikely thet Che Bosrd would regard Frances Slosum
ss entitled to recognition under the Historic Gites Ast.

mﬁmmmmmmm ve are, in sceordecos

mw.m:iuallﬁmwﬁuaw, stieching & &radt of zepart
en H.R. 909% for your considerstics is prepering & finel veport.

(SGU} CONRAD L. WIRTI

Director

/4

Copy to: "/%s istant Secretary--PLM
onal Director, Region Five (2)
« Harrison

A Ekeae Loasipmn—

8Swenson:FEHarrison:hj(3/12/62)
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