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The Diroctor, 
Dat1cmal. P8l"k s....tae, 

WubiDBton, D. c. 

815 cua~ Hou.so, 
Denwr, COloJ:'&clo, 
1mmar,v 29, 1936. 

ilith Nf&Nll08 to tbG pft>ll0804 Fort Ball NoUonol ~nt: I vi•ited 
the or181Ml al to ot For' Hall, l4eho, on .AuSJ,st 61 1934, and also Wke4 
wt th MTeral intCD'811te4 penon.o 1n Poaatollo and on the lbrt Ball In41an 
Beam"fttton, on .Augut 6 u4 ?. 

Fort Ball wae one ot tho tmponant points on t.bo e>ngon ~l. The 
fDrt wos bailt bJ Nathanial. ;r. lTJeth, whUe cm h1s 8900DL\ npedl Uon to the 
\Jest, 1n 188'. It - proba~ tbo ft.rat trac11ng po8t built betwoen the 
Roc!q lbmtatDs and the Pacd.fto Coaat. Tim emlgrat1cm 1D 'he •o:regon Com• 
try, 11 that roaalted lD bolcUag the Bo:nhwut !Dr the United States, paasact 
thlvugh rart Hall, u d14 the sreet migration to OallfDmla. 

Tho p1"0,1eot propooea appropriate na:dciDS ot the Id. ta ot ll'ol't Ball llD4 
the aonsbuotlon or a replica ot tho tbrt cm anothor Vaat ot lmul adjaocmt 
to the b1Qllway, u. s. Ho. 911 the bo1141Dg to be med aa a llD89aD and u a 
ealoaoam tor lncli.en bmuU.aratt. AD elght-80l'8 tract on the lleaar9'lt1cm 1• 
now oet ulde ea on "IlltU.an Pak" to be used ea tho slto ftaz' th1e 1'8pl.1ca. 

'l'lle Indlana mad 'tho Indian a.nae wleb to retain at leaat .., J'ID'la• 
cllotian over tho operation ot this projeot. It Hall 4ea11'8bl.e ~t the 
Indla SerTtae should re11aln entin Jm1,acU.otton ot tho projoot. It .... 
that th• coDMl'Qotton, mdlltmumoe, and opornUon ot the bnlldtng could be 
bmdl.ad IDl'G oaanmdcal.17 ad aatlllh.otortl1' bJ that Bueau ~by BD7 
other. It the ID.41.an Bal'V1ae cannot aecrtlJ'9 the desired. 1'tmh, the pl'O,jeot 
might be aoccmpllahcd u a state park or bJ the lnt...W OOl""l"ntttea. 

( Thol'O 81"9 no Vlalble l"all!iml or tho arislnel. Fort Ball. The alto ltl 
ll01' maltcod, but a more adequate m:dcl.ua wov.14 be deslrablo. Tho rapl.loa 
that is pzopaaed to be built la not that f1t tho origlDBl ton u built b7 
rr,etb in 183', but ot the ton u rebuilt a tn J'98N later b7 the 8*190D 
Bn¥ Company. The a1 te oel.onoct tor 'Ule repU.oa la not tho 81 te ot tho 
tart, bot 18 on U'.lo hlsh~ .aama Wneen .U.a 41•'8Dt hDlll the aatuel 
atw. Ho Indian ttghtizlg ocoaned at P'al't Ball, nor waa lt uaa4 tor mill• 
tarr purpoaea. 

It la bolleftd that Ula proJoat •J' be aoampl.Sobed by the Intian sa­
"lloe, or aa a nate ar local. project, an4 lt 1a Z'9CCllZlllGllda4 that ~ eatal>­
ltahmaut or a national DWllBDt tor W. pa:rpoee should not be appmnct. 

Vf/l'q tiJiuJ.1' J'OU1981 

!2~1v. µ(__ · z~ w. Toll. 
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LOCA'l'IOB 

The slte ot \he 0%'1glnal .illrt Ball I• cm. the 80Uth baDk ot the SDeJce 
River. It ie l"880be4 ft'Clll the tnn ot JWt Ball, 11h1oh la th8 ~ 
tera or tho J'Ort Ball Indtma Blaarntlcm, bJ :road, amt la ~ mll• 
41"'-' ftooa the hlshwaJ'• '1'ho seooll181"J' maa. leadlns to tho alte bu 
~ bftnch• m4 bu 11G 41reoUOD ld.8l8, 80 tbat It 1RRll4 bo tUtttcolt 
fm' Cl 8~ to find tib.e loaa.tiOD w1'1Jo1R uallltlmoee 

'l'he l.ooattcm or the Fort le bel.1tml4 to be a1.oae to ~ ~ 
oomt# aoouon 5 an.cl tm Ho:rtbaut aoma aeouoa e, T.6 s., s.u B. of 
ti. Bot• llttr14ian. 

P§BSOPS mmmsm . 
Maas those tntenated 1n 'Ilia project ans 

Ur. P8Dl V. Buh, 9earetU71 Pooatollo Ohamber ~ OcaBNe 
Mr. f1oecJ. A. Groau1 SUperln~mt, J'or'l Sall ln&U.D atam.-­

vnticm 
Ur. W. P. Havtm02", COunty SW'fUjCll' 
Dr. mn;nto F. Hcaard, who ls moh lD~ 1D ~ ld.e­

~ Of tlle zrea1on end Jiu pub­
UllM4 m111 bletorlaal artlala. 

Ur. :r. E. flad[onzte, Prea24<11t, Jbrt Ball c~ u.o­
o1a'1on 

P!pPS§EJ) PRglEC! 

Tho J1arl Ball oentem al AsaOoio.Ucm DD4 the Poca.no ClaDbo:r ot C... 
l?l91"CO propoae to oroat a ~ mlequato ..,,.mr at the 111 to ot the ton ad 
to Bl"eCt a replica of Fm lia1.l as Rbailt _.the Bu480D Ba7 Qelnpn!Q°• The 
aite sol.acted tor the repllca 1• ad.faoant to u. s. BSghar Ho. il., apJll'Dd­
matol7 11l!erO the higb.mq oroeseo 'the looetlml or the ONgan 1'.rall, bat -
tbineen mles tzma tho alt. ot the 1'brt 8D4 about bolw mUea, by 'Um 
h1ghwtl;y. JJOJ'tharl.J 1'l'OJ:l Pocate.Uo. It ls Pl'Opoae4 to UH the huUMns Of 
tbo replica Of the fort u a mE1aoum 1br relic• or the Oregon 'l'n11 en4 
othor hlstorlcol 1 '0ca ad a.a a d1oplq•2'0Cla tbr arti.olea ot India ban41• 
crnrt; cuch u, bea4 110l'k1 'bnEa" YID1'k, and leo.thar WOl'k, that would be 
avallablo tor' sale to Ylaitor•• 

'l'he uaot seloatod ~laaa 8.89 ea:Na all 111 m4e up ot no_...., 
om on B80h aide of ~ So. 91. TJm 1aSn' W.Ot is -.t of the hlsh-
11871 13.20 teet 1n leasth. 11lth 1m nang9 •14th of £20 i'aet, oamp:rts!Dg 
6.69 BCJ'eS. A J'Odr Polo liU omaaea tbU u.et. U. beet to tllt out 
or the ldsh~ lion bohocm tb hiatmai' .a ihe rlght-o~ .. 111 ot tho °"BOil 
Short L:lm Ba1lZ'Oa4 amt acmpr1- 1.eo o.au. Ita mXbmm Width la abOllt 
110 het, anA lt tapem to a point Oll 1ihe south emt. The prellGllt mazkor, 
~el'l"tng to i'm't Hall, 1s loaaHcl on Wa wdgo-ahapecl treat. !'he 'ha 
tnota 1io~ oom:priae ~t part of tJJe B. 1J, s.B. ~. s.11. t. section m, 
T.4 s., R.3' E., BD1so f!eft41em., 1"1Ds woot ot the rlsbt-ot'••eiv ot tbo 
l"Gllmad marl oxalmdvo ot the h1sti• l'labt-Gtwlflllf• 

'!he Indiana mid tho otftclal.11 ~ the ll'airt Ball I.U.an .B...rT&tlcm am 
t....-able to tbla proJeot. OD hbza.8l"J' 10, lGM, 1ibe iron Ball Indla 
Tribal. BUalm1111 Council paaae4. roeol.UUOD 1'800CllllflUUJ18 that aD ... of 
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e.29 aw be •sot ul4• u a ...w Bw •• cm wtatoh to b111l4 a npUoa 
or Jbzt Ball, tor met aning auoh poria4 or ts. aa md.4 tan ot 1an4 
aba1l ~ be mad fbr nail mmrlal lhlZ'Po&•·• 

AJloth• JU't ot thle l"0901.uUcm Nadaz "Be it ftlrtber naol.ved1 ~ 
tbaze l!fm1l. be m 8'Dl'e8, redam'ID1ia, autaamb1le antoo etaUcma, auno 
1111osm, or oonoeaalODS ot ~ kSDl, atat1cmarr or mwable, 11N0'84 or al• 
10ll04 to opante cm the abcn'e-4naftbd pnmSaea W1'11.aut a tmma1 pamtt 
p!"Op91!.7 •PP»~o4 ~ the Fart Hall Inata !71'-1 Baat.D.ea eo=o11 an4 tM 
SUpmntmdd ot 1he bit Ball B11awa14ca; ad Qat th1a p:rlvUege elm11 
be ftiiVJ.cte4 to Incllnnn on1J' who 8l"O boD9 ftd9 II ..... Of tbD SlJoebane • 
Bnmek Tri.be ar Indlana an4 emolle4 on the Fort Ball Agency ccmsu. • 

Tld.a NaenaUon .. appl"OtCl4 'bT '1lo Dapa.l'trmat or the~. u 
follans 

"DEPARDIEHT OF 'l'BB D'l'&HlOB 
OFFICE C1I 'i'BB SBCRE'bRY 

Apr11 '· 1~. 
Tm tl'Bat 4a901"lbo4 1n the tbreePlns lotter la lm'eb7 •t 

aal4• a.a an Indian Pam tor bla1iorloal 8114 naoma pa:rpo1M191 

p1'091de4 that no cammralal antezprlee ahal1 be oarrla4 cm 
'dt!dn ti. pan without tile peadaldon ot tba rart Ball ImHa 
Tnbal Baslm• Counall 111111 the SUpcriatcmdant ot tha Jrcan 
Ball .68Cm07, end that a1llh p4'111lulcm ahall be granted cm11' 1D 
emaUed IDd1mla ot 1iba lbrt Ball Bea«rmUcm, and. t!la oa.t .. 
a1oner or tbe General. Lan4 0tt1co b abarS8ecl to llDH hl• 
~eo~. 

(Stgm4) 030AR L. CIUPIWI, 
Aaslatut ~-· 

TJD projoot; w a11Blta the tunte n-•a.JT to ereat a mmker at tm 
fol't e1 ta and to bu1l4 Ur.a l"llPlle•• It - propoae4 to 1Dbo4uoe a bUl 
1D OOngreaa to ~· tsD,ooo 1\U' th1a parpoeo. It la ll01' tbaugbt 
that $501 000 ahoul.4 be aftllabl.e fCll' tile -*• 

In ~. 193'1 tho ~ Bal.1 Centamd.al oel.obrntlcm .. M14 ln 
PocataUo, mi lt wu propo904 1D m• u. pzoftt rrom tbe oelebrat10ll to-
9a1"4 this projoot, but untoZ'tlaDatal.7 'the OGl.obl'atlcm n.ltel 1n a deftolt 
instead at • pJ:Oft '· 

It 1a undara11D04 thnt tbe In41aD Bawnation Sa tavarable to tbl• 
pl'Ojeot m4 unsns to f!P ehea4 With lt it 1b.Da. ou be made avallabla. 

'1'JJe Vnlven1 t7 ot Iaaho. SOutham Branah, looat.84 e.t Pooatel.lo. Ima 
ncmf.1.7 CDp1'Cllald a tnMrest m the pPOjeot IDl1 ~baa - blstol­
loal aatel'lal \bat oaul.4 ft»m a part or~ mu.,. a!llblta, bat '1m unt.­ftni- 1ICd4 pmba~ mm t!lt nplJca bu1lt cm t.he 0&•@18 1D Pocatello, 
and th.ill J.aoat1cm wou14 not be mtiataotCT to the ~ ot Bl.e.aktaot, or 
othor CD•111udtteo mirth ot Rrrt Ball. 

'lbe logloal location ftlr the reatomtton ot Jbrt Ball wu141 ot 
comwe, be 1ibo actual 111 te at 1dd.oh tba l'ort aa ocmauaoteci. I mcler­
dlm4 thd the lndlena ue mt SJDIPlthotlo With a pmpollal. to establleh a 
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national monument at the Snake Rlvor alte. The river bot~ B1"8 ued tor 
the gru1Dg ot livestock, and the IDdieu ~~or that travel to that pat 
or the remrtation be kept to ci mntnn•. The7 are atralcl ot lntert'Orenoe 
w:lth thell' 11veawak and trespau on tbei:r tlabhag ni.ams. The~ Hall 
Inc11an Besorvation ae artgl~ 1 1800 1000 acrea am hu boen roduaed to 
1ta proaent alze ot 5001000 eol"Ue The Indlana are oppmecl to a:y tarthe 
J'Gduction GY8ll ot a tn am:iea G.D4 are d1a1Dal 1no4 to ~· 8117 aatlcm 11h1ch 
1ICIQ14 leaoen tholr oontml Ol'er tm lan4. 

Darlllg t.be earl.7 pen ot Uie mnnmer the moaquiaa al.ODS tbo Slmke 
River are aa14 to be abun481lt. 

It baa been proposod ovcntuonr to 1noreaao tho halght ot ta .Amo:rl• 
cum 1'al.l.a dam, thareby illa:reaaizg tm holsbt 11114 slzo ot the ruarvotr. 
Probnbl7 a raise or 10 ar l5 feet 1IOU14 put the 111 te at Fart Ball un4ezt 
water 1'1en the reaorvoir ls t1Uoc1. 

At present Uio site ot the ca-lglnnl. J'ort Ball ts marked b7 a -11 
nmmcont ot lan rock Without 8JJ1' 1nao:r1pt1on. 

Adjacent to the h!gh118J 1 u. s. No. 91, ad close to the hoadquarte::ra 
or the Fart Ball Indian Agenoy Sa a amaonry 111Jnm:aent that mus orecte4 1A 
ig32 11¥ tm .. torn Ida.ho Area C:OunoU ot tha Bo~ soma ot .menca anct 
the Utah Pioneer Trell& ad Lmldrlm1ca .AasociriUon. The tablot on We lllDD­
ment reads as tollons 

11'.PmT BALL, AN IMDIAH TBIJIIJI} PCB!', FIRST BABITATIO!l IN ms 
imGIOB, WAS BUILT Bf HA'DIARIEL :r. WYE'l'll OB '1'BE SHAKE BIWB 
POURfB.m !lILES UST '18 THIS ramtrmrr, lULY l5•AUGtBT 4, 18:5&, 
AUD HAtmD JOB BlmHl' BALL. SESI<& IBMB!R OP lltE"rn• s lttBM. 

"Tim ORIGINAL mt>CKADE, SO P'lm'l' SQtJABB, WAS PURCBASRD Br BDD­
SOH18 BAY CWPABY m 183'1 RJD HKBOXLT vrrB ADOBE WALLS .ARD 
SUBS'l'ANl'IAL ROOJ'S, Bim:IIm Ml IUPOBTAN'l' STATIOR OB T1B CJRROOI 
TBAIL. THE TBAPP11!BS ABARDOllBD rl' AB>tJ'.l' 1Bl55." 

A a1sn mer tbo mcmumant raa4a as toll.on: 

"Jart Ball Indien Reae:rvaUcm Gllbra099 1 1800 1000 aol'Me Pre­
sent aroa mabftooa 6001000 aoziea. Populn.t1on ot t.be Shoabom 
aDl1 Bmmoak tribes on April 1, 193'1 mnribe:red 1859. Chief lD­
duatrios 81"8 t~ and 11voatock.• 

One taoto:r tho.t rmtoe Fon Ball an lmpm'tant 111 te la that l t .. the 
tlnt trnding post oNOtecl betwan ti. SDck¥ l!Dwl'41Ds am 'ha Paotfto 
Coo.at. ID mo.king plans tor a np~mUon ot Ule fbrt, it 1I01ll.4 bo natuml. 
to nbulld the ton ea arlgt.nol.1.J aamtzuated. This was a log atockade, 
eightJ' teot aq128N Wi~h baaticme at t1D oomen. Tm pzopoaal, howe'fW, la 
to build a Nplica, mt or the log staokado, bllt ot the a&.be atmature 
that •ea bail t by the Hudmn Bq ~ after tbs purabaao ot 'he !Qr* by 
'hat~ flO:I Wyeth. i.t'boso 1nteraate4 taol that an adobe bu11c1tng can 
be mare easU.r ma1ntn1Ded than a lag atookade ad 1dll adapt ltaolt bettar 
to USO aa Cl DIU88Ull aD4 ror other purpaaoe iAaldental to tourist travole 

There ls no clou.bt but that a l"eplioa ~ oltber tlm nrat or the aeccm4 
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l7oZ't Ball suucturo muld attract a great 4eal ot attontlon t:roa puaiDg 
•toriata mid 'that tboy mul.4 be aUll turther ln'taroatecl by ttwJ mua .. ex­
blblt. ad bJ ttm Illd.1a hauU.Ol'Dtt mchlblta. It mul.4 be pl.mm.eel to u.o 
Imlana fm' attendants at the 'lllNml, aa tar aa poaslble, ad also t.o guide 
BD7 1lbo varo 1Dtmesta4 1n maktng a t1"lp to tbll ar18f.nal. ala ot iron Ball. 
It mul.4 not be mpeated that psrtiea waa14 be act to that looatt.on "1th• 
out a 8114e. The above projoot la 1DM1Dubte41)' ane that would aeome the 
l.ergeat pabomge at via1tara and mul.4 bo moat aultabla tmm the •ta4-
po1Dt ot \be Paoa"81.lo Chtmbo:r ot CClm8l"De amt alao tl'Oll tho atu4polnt ot 
the Ind1GDt1 thtl:Mlel.vea. 

There ore no outatandlns eomd.o teatme• at tho alt. ot the orlsiml 
fort. Th• SncD Btvor at that point u a qulot stroam. T11o ban1al ae ._ 
ta 01' nnoen feet high above the bo4 or tho r1 ve:r. Tbe land adjaoant t.o 
tho river 18 parttllll.7 aoverod 111th a growth ot mt~ md wtllaWD. 
There ia Sood graz1Dg 111111 mar tho rl'f'flr. 

It there WN no aaento t eatu.roa at Scott• Blutt, tbe nat1cmal mraim­
amt muld loao mmh ot lu preact 1881'88t. For1I Ball bu notthR bl.,_ 
torlaaJ. rausu nor soen1o intGaat, onq an hiatorioal lllta. ad the pm­
poaed project doe• not plan to dOTOlop thSa ate, azoept b7 llOl'ktng lt. 

Bcmmrrille took Wegona U ftJr waet d tih8 C1"eeD RlTar, ~' 1D 
1882. 

D)otb built J'ol"t Bell 1n l.SM. It wu mUt aa a t1'8cUDg poat ad 
1IBO oo oonsVl10tecl as to be au1tabl.o t'oz'> dofana1ve purpoaoa, but no ftght-
1Dg ~ place at this locaticm. Attaabod aro axtraot• ftDm "Jbn Ball cm 
the 01"egGD inil.• by .Jmnio Broughton Brnn. Tbeae mtnoto tnalude quo­
tat1cma trom WJoth • s Joumal. 

Tm> years later, in 1936, l)'eth ao14 the tart to tho Hwlacm Ba7 com­
P8J17• 'lha\ OOl:lPllO' dld not 1ddl a "88l»A roe.4 opened w tho 01"e8Qll Countr.f 
ftiom Ulo United Sta'Hs 1!11111, thenfbro, stopped all 1'88DD8 at Fon Ball' 
~ ~ ....... ~e-J,.< ,,,(.,..z.,.. 

l!arcma lhS:tman 1"9'tume4 to the But in 18'2 an4 atane4 woatwal'« 
again t1'om Indapan4ea.oe 1n 18&3. He !JD4 What Sa ll:m9D u t.he "!ID Bm1c1l"o4 
Wason 'l'ftd.n" "1th about &9• pmpl.o and 1.00 •n'"'ll•· lhltman'a ~ took 
tie tt:nt sas>na to the Col\llllbla BS.Tai' BD4 ill• Pac1tla Cont. Ttd.a ... 
the besinnins or the Oregon Tftll. Tllo zouta ball bean preTioualJ' tn'az-4 
by .l!llDU partiea, but lt traa Z2R prn1ous~ boa u the 01"e8'0D 'l'NU. 

In tho dQ8 ot the Oregon 'l'ftU, tin J'Outea met at, or near, Fort 
Ball. In adcll ts.cm to the 8PP1"080h route r.ma tledpal"t am In4apcm.4emoe on 
the eut m:ul 1ibo mute ammt to the Columbia Bivar and tho Ol'9gOJL country, 
there aa a thSr4 rode to the mrt.b. 1ea4lng \hm'l8h Idaho and ll:mtaa and 
thence to J.bntreal. Tbla route aa uae4 dming the time tbat the BDAmD 
BB¥ 0ompen7 one4 J'art Ball. A 1'oUrth 1"0Ute le4 south to tbe Gnat salt 
La1rB, ud tho ttnh routo as tho branoh tZ'Clll the Oregan 'rrall lee41Dg 1:o 
the g:»ld cU.aaove:rlo• ot Col.ltol"Dla. 

At ftra't, travel bound tor Calltomla wat up the Batt Blva, •hloh la 
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me 60 milea wut or l'm't Ball. Later, tm Cel.itarnia routo left tho 
Oregon Tnil at, ar neer, Ptrt Ball. 

Jbrt Hall aa abandoned in 1815D. 

Reteremea to Fart Hall 11111 be :ftnmd 1A all of tho booka 1"01.attns 
to tho ON&on Trail. 

It la undarstoQ.d that f'ormer ~ Adcllacm T. Smlth pat in tllD 
Ccmsnalcmal Remrcl a condmaod hi~ or the Oziego11 'lftU. 

O'J!Bll BIB!OBICAL PBO.TBCf§ 
• 

WJeth'a ezplaraticms nN important. emUddaratlon ahoul.d a1ao be 
s1 wn to mmctng am ar mro po1Dte Oil tile route ot the Lada and alutc 
mpeditton, LietttBZlaDt Pike's mpeM.Uan, tiajar Iang•a m.ped1ttcm, and 
tho ezplarat1ona flt Bmmev1lle • F.tasaout, am otbon. 

The OJ:"eSOn Tl'oil em4 the Santa :re~ ue }>l'Oba~ the two mat Sm­
ptant ot ttte roads that lod to tho m:ploratton am\ eGttl.ammt ot tho fer 
tied. The Oregon 'l'ro1l Sa DGlf com:n111n•etod bf Scott• Bl.11tt Rational Hmm­
.mt. 

A:mma the Smpartant po!nta on the oreson 'lrn1l ue: 

Indepemtmce 8114 eatpart 
(both near tho pmaant ltrmMD Clt7) 

Obtmnoy BDok, Bebraaka 
Scotto Blutt, Nebraska 
Jtuot Larmde. "J'Clll1Ju 
Indepondence Rook, WJ'Q13iDs 
South Paao, UJmdDg 
SOda Springs or "Boezo Spl'lD8a,• Idal:D 
11'm't Hall, Idaho 
:rort al.la Walla, Uhillgton 
Aato:rla, Oref!pn 
Point ot dleCOYGZ'f or e;r4d in CalU'omla, 

ihe cauo ot the sreatoat migz'nticm 
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Enraata tzom 
"J'ORT ™-RI TBEuJ~L" -ii; 'Jiiiile Bro n 

Publlahed by 
'1'be Caxton Pr1n'te1'1!1 9 Ltd. 

081.dnll, I4aho, 1932 

•••• 
Qmtatlou tl"om peao• 155 w 1.851 

Entar1Dg tba p:re•ent s•ate or Idaho, '11• P8ri1 (1'J'Oth'a) spent 
the night of 1~ 6 (183') where MontpGlJ.er ta now located, and by 
J'~ B 1Rll."e at Bob SP1Jtsa • 

• • • • 
Wyoth' a party wu not the cml.7 one b tJ\'oae "11da at '1lat ti.. 

On 1ul1 9, 1bore came into h1a oamp a Hu4acm.1 a Bq man, '!hmlaa MaKaJ", 
a keen vetenn trader ot that aompanJ1 wbo waa hunt1Jla 1n tho viola• 
1 t7 'Id. th a band ot Oenadt.ana and Incli.an•. Tho non clq, after trav­
eUng to tba northlrest eoverol milea, thoy omae mu BDnnmUo. With 
a party ot about twenty-'1Jroe men, be wu on hie ftJ' to llllke a ttnal. 
attart to break into Uie tur trade 1n th• Columbia cU.atrlot, and ... 
empl.0184 1n 1dll:t.Ds end ~ buttalo meat pepera~ to h1e jov­
ney. 

• ••• 
'l'bia same 48¥ (July U) a bond or triendlJ' In4lana that bad kept 

CJClllpBDY v1th Wyeth••~ tmm th• :rendnwua, left then aD4 tell 
baak to join OapWn. Bonneville' a aompanJ, which wu conduotlDg an­
other hunt 1D tho headwaters ot the Portneut • 

•••• 
On Stmdq, 1uly 189 18341 WJeth 01'0B8o4 "a high range Of bUJ.a 

and struok o stream whioh ls aa14 to be Rosa CS'eek, :mnnSDS about 
lTen." Flrlor81Jls troll tho pass at tho head ot RoQ oreot, th• com.­
PSIJ1' paaaod Old Jibmit Putnam and vaUod D.tllO miles clown etrea. ThQ' 
then pltahod amp near WbeN now ts located Fort BnU ate:Uon on tho 
Oregon Short Lt.DD, ebout belve mi.lo• north or POaatlllo. There tu, 
found good pasture and aoellcmt trout t18bJ.DS. 

• • • • 
Tba travel.era won ·nm in tbe aomiV, ala1med bf 'bhe Slmahoni or 

snako Indians, although t t ... mt entlrelJ treo tl"om the Blaaktoot. 
Tho plains and valleys ot tho Snake River encl lte trlbutarlea 1n thle 
eeatton ware ta'f'01'1te toe4lng srow:Kts ot the bQttal.o and elk. At­
traoted b1 \he bountiful gam, those mountain doape:radoea, the Black• 
teet, otton nept doe upon the unl.uaq Shoahonl. so tnquct ... 
their appearanoe that U.alr Dame wa glven w om ot tho mo•t tmpo:r­
tut bl'uahoe of the Snake River 1D thla 1'981on. 'l'hte ua al.BO the 
countzT ao prized b1 the Huc!aon•a Be7 aampaey aa beaver temto17, 
mid over •hloh tbelr great aavaloaclu bad anpt J~J' al.JLoa the dqa 
ot Donald Maltanale u4 .Altmmder Bosa. In taot, in 18201 a. on hi• 
second Snoke ll1ver apacU.tion, Moltenale loat three ot hi• ttueku 
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DOB19 11bm"o •th aa naw plannSng to found bla tart-vlottm of tbo 
4rea4o4 Blackteat. BoDDsY1ll.e 0114 bl8 m:m Jain tbD COW1h"y 110ll, .. 
bad 1ed041ab s. 9111 th even oarller. It vas tho beat beuvor l'OSlon 
Imam to the tmPP'ftl• 

""8th'• PfU't7 econ. noamct 1ta dest1nattan. After loaYing tbo cm­
~11 on BDoo Czeok1 uzeth'• joumol ent:dea t~ tho tt1o mccoodillg 
4Qa Nd 88 !blloal 

ti~ 13 • • • Bo BUtfalo. Sa1r elk OD tho SDalr::ll Rf.'ID'r ott;e~ 8 
milem 11. b7 &. In mile .m:Wl eln Id a peat quanttt,- ot t1De tmut 
abmt no lba. 1111gbt. 

·~ l'- • • • Wcmt aam iha 1'1ver about 3 mUoa an4 f'mm4 a lo­
cation fol" a tort, end lllCOOOdod and Jdl.1ec1 a Buttolo near tho spot.• 

IJ!1e mttalo that had the honor ot beins ldllDd cm mah a hlatorio 
apot ne wolccm to tho can, tar their atook ot clrle4 J!Xlat wae olimat 
axbauatoct, and tor anal'!L1 4aya thq hnd boon depo:ncUna elmat ontiro-
11' upon tlah tor too4. Altbough the Jdlltng of tba bllftl1lo 11na a bop. 
w mon, tbat ~ ba4 not 4atom1De4 ~ alto ot tha tan. 
l)eth•a teen 01190 undoubtedl.7 bad noto4 a ad.table point ot 1on4 with 
a v14G rlwr m1c1113 c abarp band to the oouth, and a slough tcxrmilss a 
protection to the oan. 

Tho opot an the aouth el"8 ot t1'o snake Rlvor 1lb8N U,.th located 
hU tm:t 1• zmro 4ot1n1 telJ' eatablll!bod b1' 1. o. hcamt, 1lbo nai tad 
it in 18'81 

"It (Jort lfall) le ln the low, rich bo1Jtam ot a ftlloJ'1 tome4 by 
the contlwmce of PortDed Rtwr with Isda' l'ozk Of the OoJ;nmbSa (t.be 
snaJID) which 1t mtare ebaat nSm mlloe belcRr the to~. BD4 ~ 
sr1ubzoll.¥ to the mu.th of the PaDnocJc (Baimock) rlwr, 1'hno it hu • 
broadth or ~ two ~ tm. mU.oe. Allo'C1llla 60 z:dlea tar tbo l'Oe4 
t1Ull the Beor ~ ot BBu Rlwr to l'ort Ball, it• clietanoe a1cms 
tho tnvele4 read trm tho tom 16 uestpart, on the fl'oJltier ot llla­
aou:rl bJ' 987 ot irort J.ara:d.o and the a-ct smth Po.u, t.a 1323 mUea." 

111 t.h cbanotm.etlc l'DOl'BF. llJOth loDt DO t l1m I t.he VG~ JJezf; 4q, 
3\111' 18, he 'bl6eJl tm ~mots.cm of bSs poet Wh1oh ho hB4 deol4o4 to 
nmza rmt Hall, in honol' ot &mr7 B8ll, tho senioi- nnmber or h1a nm. 
All uom ent!ma1aot1o emu• the location. 8114 tn4oe4 1' 'll&D a haPW 
cbolc • !he beaUtltGJ. natuml ma4ow wl th lt• deb batten 1aD4 OOTer-
94 wt. th ezcellmt oua, wataN4 bT clear, llP"rkllns atl"O(l128 allTo 
1d.th uaut end beaW%' •SDSd an oasta 1n a doaart laD4 to thaD8 mm. 
lieaJ'l-by wm povea oft cot 'Comro04 tm4 •lllow, "Wt th dcmao vndJ:-QSi'Oiith 
btcm:dza4 with ....ice beft7 en4 aunant lmnbna" aoae fmlt save 
pleulz8 va:doty to tml:r ttuio. tonal waa convcndcm.~ near tor 
aom,Netlon 11'm'kl tllll'G •s rm abtmi'noe or sood drift ~" in tho 
Basko B:l wr e aba:rt 4l8tanco avay 1 md near br na a cottonwood tomat 
en!mto4 ta corer ebaUt farty ao:oa. 1'nDaeD4 nap that part ot tlle 
ma. nra p&t to 11>1k Snm9Uatei¥, tollt.Jg ueea, ""dng hone pens• 

-a-
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8114 ~pu'illg the vn:rlou l'Otlllalte mntorlala tar tm bull41QIS. 1lhlle 
othen 'llOl9 Ol"due4 to set thannolwa 1n reacUneoa f~ a nart •on 
tho beet uack" to mnt to Pl"OCnU'9 meat tear the am:ip. "19th 88711 un-
4.n 4at. ot 1Ul1' 151 

•CclrroA!tm4 ball"'na the tozrt 8Dl -' la ED to !mnt to be SoZl8 
lS 481D, end aontlzm4 at 9)l'k cm. ille ~rt a tn 4ap and tell an 
ot pzovtaS.Ou and •• obllge4 to knoak oft In order to obtain tools 
..t mt aom mn tar Blttal.oe, thrr zetumacl 1n two c1a1ll with P1ant7. 
f!IO l8 retumecl tho 28th at ldsh'·• 

nm ftl'n two 4a,-o wne spum Sn pieJ8J'iDB tz. loP tor ue. oe­
bome Rlaeel, a JOQD8 man ftm lll!Do eo had aooon;pnn'od the P1rfi7 a• 
• U.ppe, tbon RCard84 Sn his ~n>sla 

•on tm l.Bfih, we 0•1:aoe4 tbe actual ~tlon ot tbO tm, 
w!llch uao a atoc:1mc!a e!ghtJ' toot ~1181'9, buU.t Of oottolm>ol Qoo8 
sot on em, amt tlD and ou !:alt ton 1n tho pGQD4 aD4 11'8M'18 
abmt fifteen toot ebcrfe, wl th tvo banlona eight feet squuo at ttae 
oppoelte angJ.oa.• 

•••• 
'l!lo ton na ~ on AU8ld •• eat the nan day at mm'l• 

tbe "Stoa and stdpu" ware unturled to tm 'baom, •in the centR 
or e •ftP aDl un.a1"1Used ooan'by, aver an Jmeriaan tra411'6 pt.• 
tater, sen wnttng on Ootobei- 6 to an unale, w,eth tJ8'f9 an accmat 
or tbl nan.ta 

•1 ha-ro milt a tart on tJa snam Blftr, WbJ.ch I haw nmma. Fon 
Ball hm tbe ol.488' scmtiamn 1n Ula oonoem, Mr. Ht:D17 Ball. \lo 
mamtaotuad a rnesnttioont ties hall sa:ze unblecchod ~. a llt­
tlo 1'84 flermol and a tn bluo pntchee, aalu'94 lt wit.h c1ml2sc04 pow­
de en4 wot it 1n Y1llanlaua alaohol1 cm4 Gftu> ell, I aaamo JOQ, it 
make• a -n17 roapeotablo appeanmce mdde the 417 m4 domlate M­
glou ot mmtftl Amm'lca. Ita baet1cma ataDd a tor.roi- to tho m>t.. 
118 Wtan eD4 a beacon at aototy to tho tuglUvo lllmta. It to 
memect by 1S mm l!ID4 has ocma '8ntl.7 loa4o4 1n thD baafJlone 100 s=.o 
8JJ4 :dnea. 9lw baatiou cmnmnd both the lmd48 cm4 outdde ot 
tbo Sbrt. After bull41Da ~ tmt I •cm.t ~to the mdsb• 
baftng natlona to ln4noe tbm to oma to tmcta." 

'1!le do7 at tbD t'le8-ftlaSl8 vaa slvm O'fOl' to a 1'114 col.ebratlon 
Which •• pmoUaall.1' a "f'lmd.11" attab.• 1'o thdie great J9llef, the 
nvel mioeon•a Ba1' badoia eJd Ma an, 1lho ao lODS lle4 bolD bangSDg 
et their heels• 1llDIO mnr CU.stsntt dz da78' bevel. !'he ro~ 
Snfhauco or tm rnpoatecl mtardonanoa, al1ght aa lt D11' have been, 
Wu• sane, fCD' theJ' 111 th theh' hom>4 cattle wm pl.od41J8 90WtfaJr4 
w1 th llGXq ~ t.Zlo oouth bank ot tbe SJulb. ~e man at the fart 
ha4 CCllJ$ete4 thoir Smm41ate task BD4 the next 48¥ WUQJ.4 aepuate1 
soaa tor•• octventm-ea on the Oolmbte, othora to C8rJ7 on the 1IOl'k 
at 17on lfall.. f1b¥ not skge an attalr w~ ot ~' 9lq 

-a-
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oo"4~ 414 tlmt YeJ:i tblDs, acco1"41zg to tbeS. cnm 14oeo, 11b1oh 
414 not met the ammnai of~. tho Jb1o1o.1on and nntuftlin, 
1dlo wrote UD4a:r 4a.to Of .A.Ugllat 81 

"At Slm"l• thla =mlnfJ til9 '~Qlngle4 Bannor' wae mi.a 
on tbD tlas••tatt oi- tbo tart, BD4 a aalute t1n4 by t.:hl mn, ea, 
aacoi'dlJU to omn, eaaembla4 a1'0UDd t t. All Sn camp uore tmn a1-
lolfe4 tbo fZ'OD aJl4 unocmaou.a uae ot liquor, and, as usual, the 
oouequaaco was a eoene ot riotins, mile, an:l tlghttJu 4UriJ:8 the 
tlb.ol.e 48.yr am:a becmm so -- that thol::r em180• tle4 them mtil'elF, 
aid they woa tml'OftaN hamlw 1 but b7 tar tbo si-taz. mcbo::r wa 
.1WI' attlclent~ Wl4o::r the lntlucmce at 1iha n1o vallh, to zenda 
tha ln their con411ot 41~ acl Upi-lite. had amgtns, 
bt,llg, t18'1mfftDB, and .t.«m;d'8 1D tho mat aotcmtf.tlo porteotlon1 
8G:lt 8'1111 tUo<l siu and ;p1sto18 ot oech otm::r, mis theao mepma 
Wl'O aolltl1' bamloaa Sn tlJa wustae- ban4o 1lb1oh ~ tbam. Sl1ch 
..,_.. I bo;e mver to wltmao asnma thq uo obaolDte~ nclcmtt'8 
Gll4 cau• ua to look upon our spaatao 'Ill th abhonem:o u4 lonthllu. 
Bight at len aam, md man he DBllt.le over ou beeotted cm::IJI the 
Nftl 11U owi-, aD1 "8 mm mUNcl to their palleta peaoeablo, but 
11® a tftfl ot tbm "1U 'beU' JJ8].psbla aft4cmoe ot tbD 4ebauch of tho 
5th ot A'Q(plst.• 

Oe!VJOn con. attanUon. to the tact that t!D unfllrllig ot the 
.AJml'loen fl.as cnu Part Ball bf V,Oth nmJm4 t.be tblzd Um tJaat a­
blm wast~ l'a1ao4 in tbo fUtme stato ot Ic!eho. Accor41zla to 
tho tmtbor, the tint J.mr1can flag ont91'94 the Mato ot Uaho 
abou.t tmr o•olock 1n tbe aftmtnooll ot rmaa,., '1:&(plat u, 1806. It 
DO a a:DDl1 om bomo b7 OGOl'BO DIWJar (Dl"OT1.l.lar4), Sntorpretu ot 
\be Iewlo and Olark azpo41 Uon, 1lbo w1 th Oepteln L9lr1at end 1obll 
Shlelda ontero4 the 8'ote at that Um. !hie tlas .. t1rst fo:rmlll1' 
rat-1 Sn Ic!obo later 1n b aDD mmith, 1lhml oppmaahlng tho Sbo-
1'.b:onaen IJMHan ahlot, <>mnaahWut,, ILOd' the pwaont alte or saJmn 
01q,. m.m atundJJa east ill leo&, tba;r asas.n l"Eilae4 a tlas amo1' tJMt 
~ J.Rlaton, Ic1aho. ~nod tlm the Amorican t'1llg 1180 coen SD 
Jaaho, it tlo8'o4 over tile baatkms of olA h:n BDll, cm AUGDd 6, 
~. 

Botwen tho tim ot tho I.old.• and OloK expu41t1on an4 tho 
tonn4S1'.l ot rort Ball, homwr, t!lo .&mr1cm t1os bad tlootod abcvo 
Ji'Ort AStorla at '11• mouth of the oolmhla haa it• toi.masng ln 1811 
until it m11 low1'84 on ootober ia. 1813, 1lhml tho ton waa tumo4 
ovoia to th.a Bntlllll. ftw ~l'D later, October G, 1818, Jiit. 1. B. 
Pmvoat wn• ptBll tte4 b7 th• Brltleh penmem, accora.sns to th.a 
tcma Of JIBaOO tol.lowSJu Uie Var ot 1818, agnSn to 11Di\a'l tJm Amrt­
CBJl flag OVOl' Ji'o19t .utol'la. Be mon left, balfoYer, an4 UL0 Brltllb 
flag aePtn tma mn up owr tbe ~. 1ltdoh tbe7 bad i'flN'!Me4 Part 
Geol"89• Lnls on4 Clam a1eo bad ftlae4 an 41:1B:dcrm flag at rm-o 
Oloteop cbu'118 the 'tllDter of lSOB-6, but Sn e por1o4 ot tmWle tho 
nm SJl'lDs ilh&J ha4 ma4• this tles owr into ftTO oiment• nth 
1lhloh food m• plr'Chosecl tia:a tho In4l8D8 to austaln their 11....,.. 
9lmtotore, ~ AJIOld e, 1836, the Almriaen tlas ha4 boon :ralao4 ~ 
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tSJZDa ill tm pmaent state ot Idaho ClD4 th1'ce tima on tho Columbia 
m.vazr. n-.r ti. PacU1o coast. 

218 nan mol'Dlllg after tbD oolebmtlcmt AU8Wlt e, altballsh wi­
&Jubte4q fMUns 1'8~ io.-sp1riio4 attar the debauch ot tho Pl'8Yi­
ows dq, ~ta J:tCD ca:zam.ood poolr:1Dg• and ot al«mm. otoJ.ock started 
on thell' ~ to tho columb2.11. At rort Elall ba loft a rzr. B"Rna 
•in cbaip ~ 11 mon, 1' hON9• aJJ4 muloo, on4 throe oomh" Al~ 
tt .. mt 7n ~ eppsl'Ont, l1JQth bad, in roaliv111i "1"0l1e4 :lnto 
~ gal'4en of till ~ l!OlmtaSn l1U2l' oonirn1 a .tom the7 coul4 not 
Jmare." 

911• po.t;, emoted b7 l'Jltth 1n lotttwte 430 14', ~twto mo 
88•, on b •uth bank ot the SDAlll not; tar t:m lto oontlnenco w1 th 
tb8 Pol'tnalat aa deaUno4 to booa • hl8'orio~ fa:IOl&o. Ita etra­
teBlo location in a rich beavor cmntiT oa11N4 lt to boCCIDl!t tbo m.u-­
kot end l'tm4fr.nma ot V8ppem encl Iu41ona. sltuatc4 nt the 1ntar­
mot1on ot ol4 Indian tm1la tl"am th• .outh, llOl"Ch, •d, aD4 wan, 
that JotOl' laeoam tn4e aD1 immtszmrt; wutea, ~n Ball Jllqe4 an lD­
pol'tant Pl1't 1n the ""1nnt113 ot the tlen." 

· D· 
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The Dl1'80Wr1 

Hat1onol. Park Service, 
eahiJJston, D. o. 

Dear Hr. D~otor: 

510 Cua~ Some, 
Dater, Colara.cb, 
February e, 19315. 

Attached to a copy of a letter, 4ate4 August 22 1 

193', t%'Om Hr. R. F. Walter, Chtet Engineer, Burea ot 
Reolamatlcm, wtth reterenao to the proposed Pon Ball 
NatioD8l ltommMmt, Iclabo. 

Also, attached 1s a cop7 or a ump ahoving the 
route at the Oregon ~l, VS.th the 1mpo:nant polnta 
along the trail. 

Th1B data waa not at hmul 16en tile npon oa P'ort 
Hall, dated 1anuary 291 1955, wu sent to 1011. It la 
mggo11tec1 that tbla 4ata be 1nclu4e4 w1 th that report. 

RffT/d 
Boga w. Tall. 

Enclosure• 
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J>l!P AB'D!BHr 0 !' TBB IftBBXOR 

FORKAl1 C11 BE<l.AMA!I<ll 
Outom!bwse 

Deaver, Oolare4o 

Ottloo ot Oblot Eng1neer 

Mr. Roger • ~ll, BuperintendGZLt1 

Yol.lowatom National PQK, 
Yel..lolrno:ae Paa, u,mdlis. 

Doer Mr. ~Us 

In turther retuenoe to J'0111" letter ot AUguat 8, 198', N­
gardbg tm 1'8111lng or th• Amrioon Falla reaa:nulr, I willh to ad'f18• 
that we now ban noe1ft4 a4ditional lmbmaUon nom tho projeot ot­
ftae. 

It appean that the preaont flow Une ot '11• l'eaonoiz' 1• 
about cme-halt mil• hom the •1'41 ot Olcl :rort Hall, although \he a­
aat loaaUOJl of tho alcl tort la aomwhat 1D4•ftn1 te. A mnall. .,_. 
n1nt was 81"90tad in the narthwon corner ot soatlon o, 'l'. o s., 
R. 33 B. 1 B. H., to eomrw:o>rate the tart. The e18'at1on at the beH 
or the moznmant i• at 4368.9&. It AmoJ'l.01111 J'al1a roaenob' 11 rs.1P4 
lt 111 'Wr'/ UkelJ that b mnr hisb water leftl. woul.4 be about 43VD, 
and wt.th aucb a leftl tba present monm•t cal.41 ot aomwe, be illun­
datect. 

It ls hoped that e deollllcm OD th• eatablla!mmlt ot a amm.­
llllllt at "111• e:lto aan be cl~ened umt.1 the present Sulc~ Rlnzt ill­
vuUgaUou are ample'84 at whloh tf.111 wo will be Sn bntozo poet.• 
tion to ..- a ahoioe of th• loontton tor the large B4cU tlcmal ·~ 
age ompaoi ty that 11111 be ll804od. You are, no cloub~, aftN tmt tn­
natigatiom ao tor made an more or lue c11Ba:ppointlq, u ., m117 
ot the altu OD wbloh pmplo ban oounWd an dt'"tGlopllag aoncll~iana 
pointing to nah heaTJ leakage that th•u ut111aat1on au.not be re­
oo 1ea4a4. otbor Bi tea 11b1oh aJ: J»t be nbJeot to thla teatme aN 
ape.net Te. 

Vert t~ JOUr•, 
( 111gne4) R. F • WAL'l'IB 

ahl•t Bnginoel'. 
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J'on BAH pa,!anal uamme•. Moho. 

Ooneral: 
location: On u. a. Bif)nrGJ 091. uo&l!' l?ocatello. 

an the n. Ibll Indien aoaonatton. 

Aren: A.bout; at acroa. 

91P!ftll ChamC\nl'iatt9: 

'"' Seen.le: 

(b) Hlato[iCy: 

(c) GeolOLJ\oal: 

(d) l!ecreottonalt 

(o} I!1ol261cal: 

AocaepbUttt: SGe "0en82'0l. H 

~'9ra•~ 
Dd1•1d; 

Paul V. SOah, Pocn'8llo. 

BgJ)9rt! 

fmd -

Aottoni 

Director Connerar wmte to llopr ii. Toll cm 
IDlnh 8, 1956, aaHn1 for hlo nectlon to 
tho p:rapoaal •tie b)" Paul v. f!ub or Pocatello. 

Ill a let'8r to '1aa Oll'ecto:r, da'94 Aq. B, 192541 

• Toll a"1te4 \he~ be hnd v1a1ted the ala. 
a.na reoomumilocl that '11o prapoenl bo stwm cl'll'8-
tal ooua1deratton.. although 1 t may not; aoeaure 
Ul> to no.tlone.1 llODU'll:laDt atenderdo. er. Domarq 
(V.1.c.) anawered ail .uaua• 15, otntlng the 
6erT1ce could conatder the Jm>'PO«ll cmlJ on the 
be.no ot ci rcaeoration dl \be original a1'9. 

tbla project ta bolng cona1dered as ono of the 
poin.ta or lntOJ'8ai along • propoood On&Qll Trail 
J>nrtmcy. S-1.8-M 

Mr. Toll submitted a report dated 1/29/35 in which. 

~ 

he reported adw;rsely on national monument status, • 
stating the project may be acccmplished by the 
Indian Service, or as a state or local project. 

2-12.-35 
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