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75Trr. CONGRESS 
· l s T SESSION S.2130 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

APRIL J2, 1937 

Mr. GEORGE introduced the following bill ; which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Public L ands and Surveys 

A BILL 
1.10 authorize an appropriation of $50,000 with which to make a 

survey of the old Indian trail and the highway known as 

"Oglethorpe Trail" wjth a view of constructing a nacional 

roadway on this route to be known as "The Oglethorpe 

National Trail and Parkway." 

vVhercas the ancient Indian trail, extending from Savannah, the 

scene of the English colonization of Georgia, northwest­

wardly along the route of the Savannah River in the dirr-ction 

of the city of Augusta, and thence in a northwesterly 

direction, furnished a trail along which passed the great 

Indian migrations and also furnished a means of communica­

tion between the Indian tribes traveling from the Middle 

West and North to the Southeast; and 

Whereas General Oglethorpe, in establishing a thoroughfare from 

Savannah to Augusta (upon returning, in September 1739, 

from his famous treaty conference with the Creek Nation, 
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which was held at Coweta), followed this ancient Indian 

trail-this thoroughfare having been used thereafter by the 

colonists of Georgia in establishing their tracling posts and 

outposts along the banks of the Savannah River into the 

great heart of the southeastern territory of the United St,ates; 

and 

\Vhereas this thoroughfare from Savannah to Augusta was desig­

nated in 1780 as a British military road ; and 

Whereas for nearly three-quarters of n. century this thoroughfare 

was used as a stage road, President George Washington 

having traveled this road during his southern tour in 1791 

in going from Savannah to Augusta; and 

\~Thcreas many important and historic sites are located on or near 

this road, including (ascending from Savannah) Old Y ama­

craw; the Hermitage Plantation; New Yamacraw _; the 

Indian ]\!found Irene (site of J obn \~T esley's Mission) ; Mrs. 

Musgraves Cowpen; Joseph's Town; Mulberry Grove 

(Nathanael Greene's plantation and site of invention of the 

cotton gin by Eli W11itney ) ; the town of Abercorn; Dacre's 

Tavern.; New Ebenezer; Old Ebenezer (site of the Salz­

burger settlement in 1734 ) ; the Palachocolas river crossing ; 

Mount Pleasant (site of the trading post and fort) ; Hudson's 

Ferry; Uchee Town; Brier Creek Battlefield (site of im­

portant Revolutionary \Var Lattle ) ; Burton's Ferry ; Telfare's 

Saw Mill; Telfare's Plantation; Stony Blnff {site 0Lpre­

hist01~c Indian stone implement foctory ) ; Gorham's Ferry; 

Shell Blu1I (site of deposits of gigantic fossiUzed oysters 

:five inches wide by twenty-four inches long) ; and 

\Vhereas not only is the area traversed rich in historic and pre­

historic sites but it contains tremendous scenic value, passing 

through deep, junglelike river swamps which abound in 
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o·ame · over small blackwater creeks well stocked with bass, 
I:> ' 

perch, and bream; across flat pine barren lands and rolling 

hills, and along commanding bluffs on the banks of the 

SaYannah RiYer; and in the springtime "·hen clogweod, 

laurel, and magnolias are in bloom the area becomes a 

veritable garden; and 

vVhereas the entire Indian trail and the original thoroughfare 

. from Savannah to Augusta lends itself particularly well to 

treatment as a national historic parkway (aside from its own 

significance it appears entirely feasible and desirable to link 

this proposed parkway to other national parkways, now 

under construction, by developing the Cherokee Indian trail 

from Augusta over the mountains to Tennessee ) ; and 

Whereas the cities and counties located in the area through which 

this roadway passes are interested in the building of this 

national parkway-mm1erous organizations, a,ssocjations, anc1 

private citizens having already sponsored many projects to 

mark various of the historic sites along the roadway; and 

Whereas the Government has recently adopted a policy and set 

up a division in the Department of the I nterior known as 

the "National Park Service" to engage in a national way in 

laying out parks, reservations, and building parkways : 
Therefore 

1 Be it enacted by the S enate and House of R epresenla-

2 tives of the Unitecl S tates of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That there is hereby authorized to be appropriated, out 

4 of the Treasury of the United Stntes, a snm not exceeding 

5 $50,000 to be used by the Department of the Interior m 

6 the office of the National Park Service, with which to 
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I make a survey of the old Indian and Oglethorpe Trail 

2 throughout its entire length leading from the city of Savannah 

3 to the city of A.ugusta, Georgia, the san1e to be known a.s 

4 "The Oglethorpe National Trail and Parkway". The said 

5 survey shall locate the parkway as nearly as practicable 

6 in its orjginal route. .An e timate of cost of construction 

7 of an appropriate national parkway on this route, and such 

8 other data as would be valuable, shall be obtained by said 

9 survey, with the objective of determining matters concern-

10 ing the construction of the parkway. 
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75TH CONGRESS} 
l ST SESSION S.2130 

A BILL 
To authorize an appropriation of $50,000 with 

·which to make a survey of the old Indian 
trail and the highway known as "Ogle­
thorpe Trail" with a view of constructing a 
national roadway on this route to be known 
as "The Oglethorpe National Trail and 
Parkway". 

By Mr. GEORGE 

APRIL 12, 1937 

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands and Surveys 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

t:!4tu ~u.-. n. 1~. 
(%8~t (t--t:tM ~ :\l~iU~ l.o.n~a ,rn~ ;ltL"fll.Jf.a, 

Vt'Jltbf S.tAfJ$,!! ~b .. 

..,.. 4"" :.~ .. ~: 

l ~· n:evl't'b4 let~ ~~ ~ ~'~• 'i~tuU .. ~~Jtl 40., 
ft<l.~ ~ -~ ~ µ • . a.~ ~.lt10!4. ~,1. ltlU il'~ :w.~i~ ~ 
~~k'lou ~t ~t»,000 ~th lfJh. ~ t».ll!tt .._ ~'Y ~ lM OJ.Al 
1'8cUaJl ~ ~i.i1 the ~ ~ CJ) 'Oeh~ ·~l"idl • ti!.ti} a VJ.~~ 
ot•2 lf.lp~~~n~~tblei~~la · ~ ti~ 
~pct frat~~~ ·.~·1;,· 

~·De~ ttt at: u. • ~tlt.m 
~ 2.tsci-~ ct~ tAt Qlfi \tr;.:> 1i~ tbo . ~1 :e'J.t ; f.¢ if~­
~ to .~ ~ · ~ ot tbe .. ..wr-~ !!; tlrud. ~lm'$ 
&•~· 

:t Jt4 tikt At> acts~m ~ tok• t'1A ~w* ill.GO ~l ~ t~ 
~h~t Wo~~t. 

Gi~roly JOtltCt 

tas/br 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Bon. ..;lye, b . Adtimt:l , 
Cbv.ixUll.• Coaittee on P\l.blic Lande and t..urv1t1yn, 

Un1to4 5tat~a f>enc.te . 

$ttrther l'Gi'&NUO.C) i.IJ me.de to your letter ot .·,pri l 20, 1951, 
e-nelosine e co-py of :.; . 2l!ro entitled. .. :.. Bill •ro t.ut'hot-ize u 
a.ppropda.tiOll of (!.SQ . 000 wi.tb / ~bieh 'tC T.le'.kO 8 SUl"VCJ Of tho old 
In.Man trail 411(1 too hi~ .lrn.own es ' Ogl.utllG:rpt> 'l'r£'1l' m tb. e 
\'iow -0'! conat:ru:et1ng t'1 nationu Nadway on thiB mute t¢ he tmo··1' 
:sr;=~ O~~:;::~e Ntitti<>W:f Trall n::id PUJ."J:vt157' " , l!l:td rsqu~~ting 

On "&ay i e, 193'1 , you ftl'8 ndvhed b.1 this .Ocpnrt!tent tha.t 
i~ roald be 1'1~"C~&tllU'y ~o ~ke a tt-oroue't. St<ldy ,,r thitt m.-o·;~osod 
l 013ial r.Uen be'f&r~ Ml-sine c 'titl!.ll report to 7our Co!.."'mitt..oe. 

Thh Department ht:s l."'3C9Utly coit'iplotocl a. B'tudF of t!1is tro­
-posal. c.uthorisi.ng the app:rcy;riot1.on o:r ~.sn,oco to bo t.ls~d rer o. 
ett?T<r.7 of the old. Indian tmd OS}.etho?:!lC Trail .rt.ro1tlnr. rrom 
aavamnan to ! .. ~ustn, Georgia. . The '!;>-.roroeGl M'llta:'iueil 1n tb1o. 
bill be.a been 001usiclet"Oci by tho '-dViisorr Bo11l"d ol'l Ns\;i~1.;.n1 .!'t:~t'kSJ, 
~istoria ~ites , Euildin~a, and :O~'.U!l.an~s . lt is the o~inion of 
tbe i-.d.Y1sor;- l..oard tb~t tne Celcthor~e ~nil ics 01" nn..tiottcl 
h1$to:r:1.0t\l. $1entrtcance . 

in v-iow 01.' the above ooneidel"ationc, I rueomo.en.d thct. 
s . 2130 be givo~ fa~~~blo aona1de:ra.~1on b7 th~ Co~creas. 

I h,ava been tadv1a~d. b':r t'.b0 Dur~au of 't-h$ ,')ud.zet the.t ·th:tu•(: 
'Wt>Uld be no objection by t ila.t oft1.c~ to the r.rooeutatioc of this 
r eport to \b.e CongNOlh 

5eare-tuy or tbc lntfrr1or. 

tas/keb 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

~NAJ, PARK SERVICE 01,FICE 

Jtono .u va :B. Ade.ms. 
Chai.man. Committee oil Public Lands and Suneys. 

United States Senate. 

My dear Mr. Chairman: 

Further reference is me.de to ;your letter of April 20, 1937, en­
closing a copy of S. 2130 entitled 11 A Dill To authorize an a.ppro:pr1a­
\ion of $50,000 with which to make a sur'f'ey ot the old Indian trail 
and the highway known as 10glethorpe ~rail' with a view of construct­
ing a national road.wiq on this route to be known ae 'The O.glethorpe 
National Trail and ·Pal'kway' •. and requesting a report thereon. 

On M8" 18, 1937, yoa were -adv19eQ bf this Department that it 
would be necessary to make a thorough study of this proposed legisla­
tion before making a final report to your Committee. 

This Department ha.s recently completed. a study of this proposal, 
authorizing the appropr1atio~ of $50t000 to be used ~or a surf'ey of 
the old Indian and Oglethorpe Trail Nnning from Sa.VeJUlt\h to Au.gusta. 
Georgia. In addition, the Ad.viaoq Boa.rd on National Parks. Histo:rio 
Site~, Buildings, and Monuments has made a stud7 of the old Ogl ethorpe 
!rail, and it is the opinion of the Adv1sor,r Board that the trail is 
of national h1storioal significance. 

It is believed that a surTey of this proposed parkway can be 
made for $10,000 by the National Park Service. Accordingly. it is rec­
ommended that such a survey be made from regular Departmental appropria­
tions for roads, trails . and parkways, for the Ua.tional Park Service, 
and it is rec9mmended tha t the :f'ol1ow1ng amendment be incorporated in 
the bill: 

Beginning with line 3, page 3, strike out up to and including the 
word "Serrlce." on page 3, line 6, and insert in lieu thereof the fol­
lowing: 

"That the Secreta.r~ of th~ Interior is hereby author­
ized to use a sum not in excess of $10,000 of the regular 
Roads and ~rails, or P&rkwa1 appropriations available to 
the National Park Service," 
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lu view or the above coAs1derat1ona, I recommend thnt s. 2130, 
with the suggested amendment. be giTen tnvors.ble consideration bf 
the Ooa«i:reae. 

I h&Te been adYhed b7 the Bureau 0£ the Budge' as follows: 

"Tou are advised that. if 70u consider that th• &x­
pel1d1 tul"e of not to exoeed. $10,000 would settG a useful 
plll'pOee in determ1Zling and perhapa marking such a irAil, 
there would be no objection to leg111la.t1on contemple.Ung 
that obJeotiYe, but ;you a.re also advhed that leghla.Uon 
which wottl.d ooateuaplate future constract1on ot a p&rkw47 
along such route at J'ederal expense would not be in accord 
with the program of the President". 

TAS/ilb 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.) ttaro\d L. \ekes 

S~:retary of the Interior. 


