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.id~~A NO . I.II. 

L. Location, 
I sl and Off AtlLn '.; i c Coc~t ::i.t Vero Beach, Fla . 

II . Presen t illeans of access . 
Wooden bridge a!1d paved r o""d liue·Meas t to Beach. 

III. Ext ent of Area . 
About 15 mi l es long and vc..ryi.ng from l to 5 miles wi de 

on the south end . As much or more on the north. 

IV. Physical characteristics. 
A. - Scenic val ues. 

A f ine curving beach. Densely wooded wi th subortr opical 

growth, except near the beach where exposure is too great. 

TI. - Character of bea ch. 
1-Widtb- varias 50 to 100 feet 

2-9olor and texture of sand- brown sand, medi um t exture 

3- 8lope- Sharp enough to make good swimming . 

4-Undertow-.No t i ceable only after storms . 

5- Protection-none. 

C. - Present development. 
Unfortunat el y the urea :Lrom the bridge to t he beach 

had a wel l developed r eal estate boom, but not very ex­

t en s ive. No other developmen t to the south. A few houses 

on the nor t h hal f. 

D. - Po ssibili ty of boa.ting. 
Fine boating on the wc. t cr between the i s l "-nd and 

mainland. 

E. - Forest values. 
~ommercial val uG probr;.hl y nE ._: li.;aD:ile . 

F. - Wildlif e values . 
. A fenf"' p a cross the north. end \. ould eno.ble re-e stab-
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present. 

G.- Possibl€ cost of L~nd. 
Might l~u:n :.:~:: high n s ~ 50. 80 <·11 i:i er• < 'f~r<..ge. 

il.- Special ~atters. 
Mdasq_ui toes bother at tinr-·~. :,:OlLh ;i·J_ .:::c flies r:ere 

noted. Probc.bly plc·nt~1 of snr.i.ke~- •. Jo~tly harmless. 

DEVELOPMLIC.' ~~.lJGGEb~·INNf~ 

I. Ne'\ !?.oad or boat Rpvroachr~~, c~esirc:J)lie .. Probr~bly neither 

of these would i1avt~ to be con:·:idt:'l'f.~d unlc:_;s c:. boat slip should 

have to be developed. 

II. Types of accomodci.tions desirable. 

A few bathing pavilions and cabanas would be necessary. 

Probably lodges and refectlfmas would be requir~d. Camp sites 

and over night cabins would receive plenty of use. Buildings 

and pie~s fer boats should be provided. If the real estate holding 

iags should be acquired, there would be &lready provided houses 

for personael and a casinoo 

III. Rough costs for developing utilities. 
i .. water-Artesian wells six to eight inch casings at $1.00 

a foot, approximately 800 feet deep. 

2-sewage. 
Septic tanks-about four ~t ~5000. each. 

3-Electricity. 
There is a high line to the property at presento Prob-

about ten miles more would be needed. T11is would cost about 

$1.00 a pole or $4000 a mile. 

4-Telephone, 
Telephone service is av<.:.ilc..ble ~nd could be extended 

as necessary. 

IV. General outline oi· c.:ircu.la. -r,ion needed. Probc-~bly a 

wandering dti:ve up and down the Isla.nc! would bE- all that 
·-·---- ··-!.~ .. -~-~\.-~. • -'."':'.'.9-.. - . :iE!irJ r~~~;~J 
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would be necessary- for IJain roads. Taking off from this 

could be service drives t.o the use areas a.nd. to t.he Beacho 

Interesting trails and paths could be located practically all 

over the Island as deter!~iined. by a careful survey later • 
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REPORT ON POSSIBLL LOC~TIONS FOR P:·cOPOSED 
NATIONAL BEACH PARK - FLORIDA. 

J. H. GADSBY, DI8TRICT INSP1CTOH 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERaJOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
State Park Emergency Conservation Work. 

Beptember lf, 1934. 

GENERAL 
i 

I .~ 
n contemplating a survey of the many hundreds 

of miles of coast line around the state of Florida is 

was thought acllvisable to exclude those parts immediately 

which £or some reason are not avai.lable or are known to 

be unsuited. This eliminated consideration of all of 

the te~rito:ry within the proposed limits of the Everglades 

aat10llal ·laJ!k aad large sections further north on both 

eaat and wast.eoa~t which are heavily used by resort 

v_1s1 tors --at lff:am.'1, Palm Beach, St. Petersburg, Sarasota 
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sbQrt investigation, practically all of the west coast /)vr\ .. , ..... ;.~·.· 
which lies between Tarpon Springs and Appnlachicola Bay ~ ~ ,~ 

·:~ 

as this section provides little beach, being for the most } 

part low and at times swampy ground. It will be noticed 

from the map that most of the drainage of North Florida. 

comes down through here. The east coast is quite different 

having the St. Johns River running northward paralleling 

the coast ·until it can find an openin~ to the Ocean at 

JacksonviJ.le. These facts explain the greater popularity 

of the east coast since such conditions are conducive to 

more and .finer beaches altho the natureil growth of the 
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lower lands on the west make west Florida far more 

attractive scenically. 

The choice then, lay in the northwest coast 

of the "panhandle or somewhere above Palm Beach on 

the East Coast. Inspection showed some beautiful 

Beaches alone: the Gulf from Pensacola to lippa.l&chicola 

Bay but scarcely any that has the back country of 
~· 

sufficient interest. These lovely white beaches result, 

it appears, from a type of sand that extends back inland 

a considerable distance and which supports only such 

growth as is commonly found in the pine flatwoods. 

There are a few exceptions to this, namely the islands 

around appalachicola Bay and some fine high hannock north 

of Chaatawhatahee Bay. The latter has no beach, however 

unless one were to include the Bay and the penninsula be-

7ond • !he islands.at appalachicola Bay would probably 

constitute too small an area and one (St. Vincent's Island) 

is a private preserve which might be difficult to obtain. 

It is well stocked with game and the growth on it has been 

earelully preserved, however. 

So consideration was given .!Dore definitely to any 

possible locations along the east coast. There seem 

literally to be hundreds of miles of fine beaches along 

this coast most of which have been speculated in, in years 

past and are broken by spotted developement near each town 

on the mainland. It was necessury, of course, in making 

. such a rapid survef' to use automobile access which in most 

cases was sufficient but one feels that B r~or~= liesurely in-

--·-- . - ··--·--·~- .. ·--. ---·------ ~ --- ·-··-·./ 
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spection by boat would be desirable. V.:;.rious locc.tions 

dwindled d.ovm to about three by reason of rocky beo.ches, 

low back country or prior developmment by resort interests. 

0.f these thrt-e one is of more vo.lue probe:•bly as a. y;ild 

life reservation as it is doubtful t.ha t sui'f icient suitable 

land for park purposes could be found. I refer to the 

north half of Merritt's Islc.nd east o~·Titusville which, 

it seems to me, should be taken over by some Federal Agency. 

There remain two locations that seem to contain most 

of the qualities desired. These are designated henceforth 

1n this report as Area No. l and Area No. 11. The first is 

a typical beach area with as man7 miles of ocean frontage as 

CGUld be desired. The land in back is very interesting, 

bep;tg f'irst some ·1arge dunes, back of these a heavy growth 

Of ·trees.and palms, then a wild tangle of scrub breaking off 

1Dto"Marsh and l.astly a gradual rise to pine. Most of this 

nae no commercial value but might conceivably be of great 

value as park property. A large portion of the land near 

the beach should be classed as waste land. 

Al-ea No. 11 is more interesting in some ways but 

more difficult in others. It should probably be solely an 

island development with the ocean beach on one side and the 

so~called Indian River on the other. This would allow 

tor surf and quiet bathing and would pr~vide wonderful boat­

ing possibilities. There is a wild, sub-tropical growth 

over the whole island except close to the Beach where ex-

posure is too severe, so an abundance of Tiild life could be 

. ··-··- ._."l;\.Q~R!!=04A~Jl .... <me feature in its favor i;:; tho.t bati1ing could 
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be indulged in throughout tne year wllile area no. 1 being 

considerably farther· no1~ th has periods when out door bathQ 

would be rather unco:niortable. The worst o.spect of this 

area is th.u.t e:. large; re~.l e:stc.to:.: cievelopment v .. ;.;.s. st~rted 

during the boom r1Gh-c aero::>.': t~1E~ ::1iddle :t'rom bridge to beach, 

so it might be that present O\.nt:.rs would hold the rest of 

the land too higho The idaal thinc;,.ffof course, would be to 

acquire all the real estate holdings and land north and 

south as far as neededJ then present buildings could be con­

verted to park uses. 

In conclusion, in balancing one area against the 

other it might be said that Area No. l is closer to a 

typical beach section for north America while No. ll is 

typical of the sub tropicso Area No. 1 has a wider beach, 

bU.t· the gentle slope would bring very high tides right 

back to the.sand dunes. The sand is finer et No.land 

provides good driving. Area No. 11 would provide a longer 

period of good bathing and better boating facilities; it 

also bas a much heavier grov;th in general. It is probablp 

that Area No. l would be much eat)ier to acquire. 


