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VICTOR RUSSELL, CLERK
H. 8. PITTS, ASST. CLERK

Sept. 25,1933

gaECRE;TARY'S OFFICE |

SEF 27 1933

Honorable George H,Iern,

Secretary of Var,
My dear Mr., Secretary:

Your records will show the passage of
8, 2014, Calendar No. 333, at the last session of Congress, pro-

viding for the ersction of a markér at the landing place of Poxce de

Leon,' Colomel H,.L.Landers made report in this matter, which was
the basis of the bill mentioned,

Governor Sholtz has written to me, saying,

Wir, Walter Fraser is willing to stand all
costs for the erectlon of a Government marker, and I have been
thinking that possibly instead of taking the matter up again
in Congress it might be handled directly by the War Department,
and a marker authorized for the landing of Ponce de Leon similar
to other such authorizations made by them,

"Phe Fact Finding Cormission of the City of St
Avgustine, appointed by the City for the specific purpose of es-
tablishing and marking authentically important points of historical

interest, in their report (certified copy attached) designated
the Fountain of Youth Park as being the site of Ponce de Leon's
first landing,|
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; #8ince Colonel H, L. Landers, former head of

the Army War College Historical Section, after an in-
vestigation under the direction of the War Department,

has desigznated the landing place of Ponce de Leon to

be at 8t., Augustine, and since the Fact Finding Com-

mission of the City of St. Augustine (a unit and branch of the
United States Government) has also confirmed this and has
anthorized the efection of a bronze marker in the Fountain of
Youth Park, showing this to have been the landing place of
Ponce de Leon it would not be amiss for the War Department to
authorize a marker to be erected, with no cost to the government,
in this Park and based on the findings of Colonel Landers and
the Fact Finding Commission of Bt, Augustine,'

BeVAmla =

%It would please me very much if arrangement could be
made to grant this request, Mr, Fraser would be glad to go to
Washington to discuss the matter further if you deem it necessary,”

e s —

I would be glad to have you consider this matter and hope

it may be possible to carry out the Governor's suggestion,!
Attached to his letter is the paper which I also enclose,

being "Conclueions arrived by the St, Augustine Fact Finding Committee

as to the Landing Place of Don Juan Ponce de Zeon."

Very respectfully and sincerely,

11 Remped A G . C. SEPJAJ»»?)«% ¢ . St
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QLI 688~ (TF'loride) Znd Ind. i 2512
War Department, 041G, Vashington, October 5, 1933 - To-The Adjutent General.

1. Colonel H.L.landers, while ou duty as the historical member of the
Bosrd of Cfficers apuointéd by the Secretary of Var by aubthority of the Act
of Congress epproved June 11, 1920, mede an intensive study of the landing
of Ponce de Leon on the coast of Florida. | IHe was unable to dsfinitely
locate the first landing place of “once de Leon. His conclusions were
embodied in the Renort of the Zeerstary of 'lar to Congress and printed as
Senate Document Ilo. 151, 72nd Congress, 24 Session. This report states
"The most aprronriate place to erect a tablet comemorating this event is
at St. Augustine. The tablet should be erected on zround now owned or to
be acguired by the City of St. fugustine." This report constitutes the
only "offieisl finding"™ of the Tar Department. Governor Sholtz has mis-
understood Colonel Landers' lelter to Senator Fletecher, when he states thet
Colonel Lenders designated 3t. fugustine as the landing place of Ponce de
Leon, TUnder date of August 12, 1932, Colonel Landers wrote Senator Fletcher,
in part, as follows:

ok ok ok k¥ T will briefly state my conclusions:

() The most avpropriate place to erect & tablet
or monunent commemorating the first landing of Ponce de
leon in the State of Ilorida, is at St. sugustine.

(L) To erect any memorial cammemorating this first
landing at any other place, either in Tlorida or Georgia,
would be unwarranted.

(¢) In my study, by the process of elimination I
have discarded all other places as probahle points of the
first landing.

(@) The wording on the meworial which may he erected
by authority of Congress, =znd placed at St. Augustine by
authority of the Historical Seetion, irmy Var College, should
not state with absolute finality that St. Jlugustine was the
first landing place."

2o The matter of the establishment of a marker to camiemorate the landing
place of Ponce de Leon has been a controversiul one for some yezrs, and ap-—
proval of the erection of =z marker definitely locating the landing place of
Ponce de Leon by the "ar Department could not be based upon known facts.

3« As the Department of the Interior has now taken over the work of in-
vestigating and memorislizing betbtle fields and historic nlaces in the United
States, it is recommended that that Department make such further investiga-
tions and reports as may he needed. The 'lar Department has now no zp propria-
tions (funds) to continue these studies.

4, The functions of the Board of Cfficers appointed pursuant to the
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J;zi“ Act of Congress spproved June 11, 1928, have been discontinued.

For The . uartermaster CGeneral:

woe'd Back A, @ O oCT 101933 mrgmup . niiss,

Colonel, Q. M. Corps
Lssistant,

Incls.
(no changze)
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WAR DEPARTMENT

\

/ arT 13 1833 J October 11, 1933,

MarLs awp P27
The Honorabl :*\;‘-"“ pEEET

The Secretary of the Interior,

ear Mr. Secretary:

T0 BT PIRES 5
&, :‘?‘a‘a.“a‘**“\'\ 7

Inclosed herewith is a letter dated September
25, 1933, from Honorable Duncan U. Fletcher, United States
Senate, with inclosures and indorsements thereon, in regard
0 granting permission to Mr., Walter Frager to exrect a
ker in the Fountain of Youth Park, St. Augustine, Fla.,
commemorate the landing place of Ponce de Leon.

Inasmuch as the Department of the Interior has
now teken over the work of investigating and memorializing
battle fields and historic places in the United States,

this correspondence is referred to you for further inves-
tigation and such action as may be deemed warranted. TYour
attention is especially invited to the 2d Indorsement, dated
October 5, 1933, from The Quartermaster General,

Senator Fletcher has been advised of this reference

by letter from this Department of this date, a copy of which
is inclosed,

Sincerely yours,

2 Incls, / Secretary of War,
A.G.Class,Case~

688(9=25-33),1tr

fr Sen.Fletcher with

2 inds. & 1 incl,

Copy Wer Dept.ltr to

Sen.Fletcher,10/11/33.
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 Getober 11, 193,
Honorable Duncan U, Fletcher,

United States Senate.

Desr Seanator Fletcher:

Further reference is mesde to your letter of
September 35, 1933, quoting e leiter from the Governor of
Florida in regard %o granting permission to Mr, Walter Frager
to erect a2 market in the Fountaln of Youth Park, 5t.sugustine,
Florida, to commemorate the landing place of Ponce de Leom.

In view of the fact that the lepartment of the
Interior one now talken over the work of investigating and
memorialising battle fields and historic places in the United
States, your letter and ite inclosures, together with remarks
of the War Department, have been referred to the Seeretary of
the Ianterior for appropriate sction, and you will undoubtedly
receive a further response at an early date from his office,

Sincerely yours,

GRO0. H. DERN :
Dispatche d
Secretary of War. from & g 0.
[GCT 12}922
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COPY FOR: SECRETARY QF WAR

/D-SI!ICRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

e

/ THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, re his 2nd Ind.( 686~a-1(Florida))
Oct.5/33,
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Hon. Duncan U. Fletsher,

United States Senute,
¥y desr Senator Fletcher:

The proposal of Mr. Walter Frager . .ssﬁtaher 25 for
the erection of a unrkaélggﬁggggg_dﬂ;hsnu, which was submitted
through you to the War Departwent, hag been forwarded by the
Secretary of War to me.

I have esked the 0ffice of National Parks, Faildings,
and Reservations to give consideration to the proposal. When
thet 0ffice has had opportunity to investigate the guestlion
carefully, I shall be glad to take the matter up with you
again,

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd) HAROLD L. |CKES
Jeerstary of the Interior.

VEC: RMS.



I sssure you that setion will be teken as prompily
oy gonmu in this matter. I trust that you will agree
with me that this ldnd of prodlem, invelving the goundness
of the action of the Pedewnl Govermment with reogard to
asourste historiecal fasts, sheuld be movered carefully in
ordey that no rousible mistaice shall “e made.

Singerely yours,

(Sgdy HAROLD L. ICWES
feoratayy of the Interior
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Honorabvle Harold IL,Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior, JAN -2 1934 i,

OFFICE OF MATIONAL PARKS,
BUILDINGS AND RESERVATIONS
RECEIVED

MAILS AND FILES
My dear Mr, Secretary:

Referring to your letter of November 27th,1933,
regarding the proocosed erection of a marker to Ponce de Leon, where-
in it is stated}

VA partial investigation of this matter has

been made by the Office of National Parks, Build-
ings and Reservations, but as yet no opportunity

hhs been afforded to study the matter on the ground,

It is necessary that this proposal be given careful
study before aporoval is granted.,"§

I venture to point out that Dr, Carita Corse of Jacksonville,
Florida, has made a study of the history of Florida and has ﬁritten some books
and pamphlets on the subject, I believe she is President of the Florida Historic-
al Society, She has been engaged in research work of this kind for somet ime,
and I believe she could render valuable assistance in connection with the
investigation and study you are having made, I hope you will consider her and,
if agreeable, comminicate with her on the subject.i

Very truly yours,
~
A rgans U, ;:—;- oy “‘\//



THE'~SECRETERY OF THE',INTERIOR:'-_ ,ﬁ?’
OFFIGE' OF NATIONAL PARIS, WASHINGTON
'BUILDINGS' AND RESERVATIONS e
RECEIVED

JAN 12 193_4.-_";_

MAILS AND FILES.
Hon. Duncan U, nomm-. s et : }//
United Eﬁﬁu ﬁmtc.. :
My desy Senstbr Ededchors
I have rucniva& your letter of December 30, referring
to the proposal to erect a marker to Ponce de Leon in Flo-
rida, I have referved your suggestion regarding Dr. Carite
Corse of Jacksonville, the President of the Florida Higtor-
ical Soclety; to the 0ffice of Nationsl Parke, Buildings,
and Heservsilons. A representative of that O0ffice will get
in touch with Dr. Corse, if possible in the near future.
Sincerely yours,
(Sgd) HAROLD L. ICKES

Secretary of the Interior

VEC: tvw

CC-Mr. Kahler.
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Doggett, MeCollum, Howell & Doggett
Jacksonville, Florida.

June 13th, 1934,

Hon. Duncan U. Fletcher,
United States Senator,
Senate Building,
Washington, D.C/

My dear Senator Fletcher:

I regret to advise you that my father, Judge Doggett, has been
quite ill and is now in the north convalescing, Therefore, during his
absence, I an writing you concerning & matter which involves my
sister, Mrs. Carita Doggett Corse, which father is wvitally interested
in and would certainly write you concerning the same were hs sble to &
80,

I% seems that a CWA historical survey of this section of Floridas
was rscently underteken by the Park Dgpertment of the Department of the
Interior. A Mr. He. E. Kshler was in charge of this survey. I am informed
that henselected the professor of Spanish of the University of Florida
and two undergraduates of the Univeri$ty of Florida to cheek up on the
historical data which was the subjeot of their investigation. A report
has been rendered by Mr, Kai'ler and his assistents. This report, I am
infomed, makes certain unfavoreble end unwarranted criticisms of the
historical ability of Carita Doggett Corse. For what reason this was
done, vwe cannot imagine, as certainly Mrs, Corse has achiwwdd her
present pre-eminence as Florida's outstanding historien because all of
her researches have been based up n authenticated instruments, and any
gratuitous criticiem concerning her could only be prompted by a complete
lsck of information on the part of tliose making this historieal survey
and rendering such a report. My sister, as you well know, iz a most
unusual person, who has exercised her gifts of historieal investigation
carefully and precisely, and any such unfounded end unwarranted
criticiam of her by persons apparantly in ignorance of the subject of
their investigation, should be deplored. lirs. Corse has not been shown
a copy of the report in its final formm, and it may be entirely possible
that a correction can be made prior to the report being rendered in
its campleted form. Mrs. Corse would certainly welcame am opportunity to

- convinge the makers of this report, if they have any doubts whatever,
concerning her historicel findings and the thoroughness of her in-
vestigations.

It is our un@erstanding that this report will be rendered to a
Mr, Chatelaine in the Department of Interior.

With kindest regards,
Bai thfully yours,
J.Lo.Doggett, Je.

CC Judge J.L.Doggett
¢/o lirs. S. Norm Williams, Island Heights NT
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Tune 18, 1934.

. g"‘ L
¥r. Herbert Kehler, Historieal Technician, 679“"2"&'

18 Cordova Street,
Saint Augustine, Florida.

Dear lir. Hehler:
The study made by ¥Mr. Ballou in the Ponee de Leon

matter has recently been -&f
G

from ¥re, Corse through her brother, Ir. J. L. Dogzett,

.‘b\ts:ls of a vigorous proiest

to Senator Fleteher.

I think I have slresdy told you that the National
Park Service has no opinion whatever %o express in this
matter. OFf course you will give the Ballou report no

publieity whatscever without instructions from this Office.

Very truly yours,

Verne ¥. Chatelain
Chief
Historieal Division
Branch of Research asnd Zducation

Enclosure 397827

VEC:CT



UN]TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : '5}
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Jume 18, 1936, 0 !{/)

Hon. Danvan U. Fletchor,
United States Senste.
By dear Senator Fletcher:

The Nationel Psrk Sorvies hes reseived Mr, J. 1. Dogzett's
lostor of June 18, rofurred by you to Er. Chednlain, denling
with cartain Bistorical research under the C. W. i. progrum a8t
Baint sagustine, Florléa.

e assume thet ¥r. Doggett's letter refers to tho study of
the Ponce de Leon gtory, whieh Lirs Xshler undertook at the re-
quest of this Service, efter it hed been submitted %o us by you.

4t that time Yr. ¥Yahler had only such research facilities
a8 were afforded upder the C. ¥, A. prégram. Therefore, 1t was
n%aawp 1o give Mr. lorold Bellon, a C. V. A. esmployes, the
- mmends The report as prepared by Mr. Ballon was sulmitted
ia dud"time to Nr. Chatelein, Chief of the Historicel Division,
who, after reading 1t, decided that although writton in en in-
toxeating fashion 1% 414 not merit serious eonsiderution ss am
historicel study. Accordingly, instructions have boon issued
10 ir. Zahler indicating that the Zational Park Serviece would
not be respoasibis for giving the report any publicily. We are
qaite sure that ¥r. Kahlsr has earried out thsse imstwuctions.
Mr. Ballou was dropped from any connecetion with the Habiomel Perk
Service at the ond of the C. ®. A. cuployment, and #his Service
is not responeible for any action which he may have taken with
roference 30 the report after his employment with us was terminated.

The Hational Park Serviee has fomed no opinien, one way or
gnother, regarding Mrs. Corse's sbllity in the fiald of historical
rosesreh, and certainly irm thesse circumstances 1t wonld be improper
for us to pass eny judgment in this mstter,

Sincerely yours,

D) ATHO B A%N%D@%Eﬂn

mo B. Cgmmerer
Director i

Bi%Ture sovesze

CC Mr. Kahler
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,_Ugtnngrwﬁ of the @nited States ).
- Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C.

Milton, Florida
Bugust 7, 1934

National Park Service /
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

Before leaving Washington, I requested
that I be supplied with two or three copies of a
report ellegedly made to the National Park Ser-
vice by CWA workers at St. Augustine, Florida,
which report charged certain individuals with
attempting to. pervert history willfully to their
profit. Inasmuch as the copies have not yet been
received I will appreciate yout looking into the
matter and advising me relative thereto at your
convenience.

A

Very truly yours,

P

C:PM
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August 15, 1934

Honorable Millard Caldwell,
#ilton, =
¥lorida,

My dear Mr. UCaldwell:
Your letter of August 7 hes come to my sttention,

ihe report by CWA workers to which you refer no doubt is one
on the Ponge de Leon story., This study was msde by My, Herold Ballou
under the supervision of our Historical leelmician, Mr. Herbert ¥ahe
ler. At that tlme only such reserrch facilities os were affiforded
under the C¥A were available., Therefore, ¥r. Kahler nssigned this
problem to Mr. Ballou, o CWi employee.

When the report was compleied 1t was submitted to Mr. Verne 0.
Chatelain, Chief, Historical Division, who declded that it did not
merit sericus considerstion em a#n historieal study. Therefore, our
Goeiglon was Lo avold ses much =s posslble giving the report publicity.
Since Yr. Ballou was dropped {rom our rolle with the termineiion of
the CHA program, this Service does not feel responsible for the uction
which ¥pr, Bellou may have taken to give the report publiocity.

Undier these conditions, ! believe you will saagres that it mey be
well %o disregard this report as much =z posaible.

Sinecerely yours,

e L. Damaray
seling Dirsctor

‘ ce - Iir. Kahler

RMS:tvw



10-23 UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

....................... NATIONAL PARK

(June 1941)

IMPORTANT

- This file constifutes a part of the official records of the
Naitional Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

* All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

NEWTON B. DRURY,

Y. S. GOVEAKMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1622371 Dzreclor.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

_ArriL 5 (calendar day, ArriL 7), 1926

Mr Trammewr, introduced the following bill; which was read twice and

‘referred ito the Committée on Public Lands and Surveys

Aveor T T D T e T T T

To p10v1de f01 the locatmg and estabhshmg of a national park
in the State of Florida, to be known as Ponce de Leon

< "National  Park, and providing for the securing of land

therefor.
1 - DBe it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

- .twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled.

o

W

That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and
directed to select and locate an area of land within the State
of Florida, as may be recommended by him to be acquired
anﬁ administered as a national park, to be known as the

Ponce de T.eon National Park, and to receive definite offers

® < & v

of donations of lands and moneys, and to secure such options
9 asin his judgment may be considered reasonable and just for

10 the purchase of lands within said houndaries, and to report
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9
to Congress thercon at as early a date as practicable. In
selecting said area, the Secretary of the Interior shall con-
sider the advisability of -selecting and setting aside any
Government lands situated in the State of Florida and suii;E
able for the purpose herein stated.

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior may, for
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Aet,
appoint a commission of five members, composed of a,lrepre-
sentative of the Interior Department and four national park
experts, said four members to serve without compensation.

SEc. 3. A sum sufficient to secure options and to pa};
the necessary expenses of the commission in canjring\ out
fhe Provisidns of this Act, including the salary of one clerk

to the'commission at a rate not to exceed $2,000 per annum,

necessary traveling expenses of the members of the com-

mission, and $10 per diem in lieu of actual cost of subsist-

ence, in all, not to exceed $15,000, is hereby authorized to =

‘hé appropriated.

o
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v Te My Woﬁk, Sectetary of Interior,
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sy Greer Cove Springs, Fla,,] nfMCEWED
-7 ; ru’:lelg%
. : Apl‘il 21’ 1926 . d OFF 1: CE OF
028 R S h"'l’ARY

~ -

Peag

ZJLﬂﬁééhingtOn, D.C.
Dear sir:

The Florida papers report that there is a bill
before the Semate to provide for a matiemal park im Flerida,
to be kmownrn as the Ponce de Leon Park, and of which you are
the chailrman. If you would like to have this park im the
North-east or -Genrtral part of Florida, I have 30,000 acres te
offer in amd aroumd Crescent Lake. Or, I can get up quite
some acreage outside of St., Augustine. This last would be
very high land, and be especially aesifable because of the
histeric background of the amcient city. The acreage would
be more expemsive, ard of a smaller area them that around
Crescent Lake, but of a higher quality.

Would appreclate a reply, although I kmow I'm
only ene of your many correspondents. I am sure I cam f£ill

your wants te suit everyone.

Very truly yours,

kWM e e e

- A 2] T o
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON
April 26, 1926.

Dear ¥r. Andersont

By referemse from Secretary Work I have
your letter of April 21 ouffering for sale certain
land in Florids in commection with the propoused
Ponoe do lLeon Natlional Park,

It is tsmo that a bLll, S. 3877, has been
introdnced dy Senator Trammell to establich such &
pork, Copy of this bill is inclosed. Xo action
hap yot besn taken by Comgress on the dill.

So far all of the national parks created, with
the exooption of the Lafayotie in Hailme, have been
carved out of ths publie domain. The ares includsd
in the Lafaoyette Park was donated to the Govermmsnt by
& grogp of pudlic-spirited people. In 1ine with its

1oy auring the past, I do not beliove tkat Congrese
wm eanotidn the sxpenditure of prdlic funds for the
arobhopo of lends for natiomal park purposes.

In fagt, in the case of the proposed Shonandoah
and Smoky Rountadn Hational Parks, Sgeretary 7ork am-
nounped that he would recommend the creation of these
parks omly in the event that the lands to be ineluded
in thom wore domated to the Government. He will um-
dondbtedly follow this polisy in future recommendations
to Congrees regarding propesed natienal parks.

Yours very truly,
Y L,x'\ -

Stephen T. MHather,
Director.

Kre Be fe Anderﬁen‘
Green Cove Springs,
Florida.

Inclosure 30224.

IFS
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sy 28, 1926.
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Hon. Hubert Work,
Secretary, Department of the Interior,
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Work:

St s

My attention has been brought to Senate Bill $-3877
providlng for the establishment of a Na:!::l.onal Park in the State of
Florida, to be known as Ponce de Leon National Parks

It has probably been brought to your a.ttention that
the J .C.Penney-,Gwinn Corporation owns 120,000 acres of land in Clay
Gounty and 27, 000 acres of land near Ga.inesvilla, thé latter practically

“all timber le.nd with a fine growth of timbers Ten. thousa.ncl ‘acres of
the tract in Clay County has been cleared and is being fa.rmed on a very
'.a.%«jzra.ctive basis -for settlers. More than one~half the remsinder of
+the tract is first growth timber of very high quality. Gontrary to-
general conda.tions, this land is well drained and has some very large
streams, It is not flat,as Florida lands ordinsrily are,

-1 am bringing this matter to your attention, so that
in the event you are suthorized by this Senate Bill to proceed to acquire =
lands, you will have information concerning this property, which seems o
0 us would mske the finest park land of any land in Florida. *

Our Corporation would be glad to cooperate in any way
to facilitate the survey or to meet the conditions the Federal Government
might feel disposed to impose.

During & recent survey of health resorts, I was told
that there was a proposed appropriation to authorize your Department to
meke a study of mineral waters, If we can be of any service in further-
ing this appropriation, please command us.

Very sincerely,

o A

BURDE'I‘I‘E G. LEWIS
VICE-PRES IDENT, J. C. PENNEY-GWINN CORPORATION.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON § i

r. Burdette 6. iswis,
mm: Jd. C. Penmey-Cwimn Cerporation,
Dear Mr. lewis:

Tour letier of May 28, 1928, preseating for the atiemtion of
the Secretary certain facts regarding lond suggested for imcluaion
nwmmwwm@mt&mh is rsocelved,

zmmmmmumnm

(Sgdo) E. G, FINNEY

Acting W.

AS REWRITTEN i3 Tilk
SLCRETARY'S QFFICE
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR \\iﬂ / { o
WASHINGTON T

JUN11 1926 /\,/J\/
VA

Hon., Roberts X. Stanfield, - 2
Chairman, Committe® on Public Lands and Surveyst’//} f 7
United States Senate. ‘ iilif - Nt

My dear Senator Stanfield:
}é}" mg‘*ﬁﬁ
I have before me your letter of April 9th, requesting an
opinton as teo the merits of §-3877, a bill "Po provide for the

locating and establishing of a national park in the State of

':meﬂa*ae; to be known as Pomee de Leon Natiomal Park, and pro-

viding for the securing of land therefor".

”e:underlying idea of the bill is the selection of a

llpark within a State, thereby perhaps stressing the

.idea of location for a park rather than the idea of scenic

grandeur irrespective of State lines. No particular part of
thg;Staterf Florida is designated by the bill as sultable or
as desirable or as promising such scenic g;andéur as would msaxe
it an aréa for national selection or designation. Rather it is
an authorization to the Secretary to searth within the State to
£ind if possible an area that may be recommended by him for ac-
quisition. He 1ls limited in this search for an area by the

State voundary lines. If this manner and method of selection



of maticoal pavies were followed, them there is the possidility,
end in sy oplston o steeng prebodility, that all Shates mob now
Baving ¥ithin thelr confinmes a satiemal yavk w111 seek by logls-
1ation to have 11¥» soareh made within thelr borders to find such

The Departmemt has repestedly swhasized that our nstiomal-
park systom s mode wp of aress ineloeing seancry of uality oo
wmsnel and bapressive, or natursl features 80 extyacrdinary ss
soeh cudsbanding fealuwros thet the ares would not Do confined in
its ronowm to the Siate viwre situated, tut woenld bo imown sation-
allye

1t 1s my cpinion that the method proposed, if this B11l is
omsoted, wAll reault &n 1ike Dills belng intreducod, with the
romdtant dunper that aveas not of maticsal-payk charvasteristics
will bo considered amd uliimately a series of Stabe parks char-
aotorised 5o nationad pesks — ustlonal in mams vnly —- will b
ereated.

I therefore can not favor the enscdmomt of this measure.

[His PAGE ¢
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Purthersore, 1 am advised by the Director of the Burcen of
the Bodget, mmder date of Jumo 8, 1025, that the propesed legls-
latien is in confliet with the flmmelal yrogrss of $he President,

Very tmidy yours,

(3g4. HUBERT WORK.

-

o
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70te CONGRESS
SR S 2740

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
Januvary 23, 1928

Mr. Trasyernn introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Pubhc Lands and Surveys

7 To provide for the locating and ost‘l,bhshmg of a natloml park.
" in the State of Florida, to he known as Ponce de Leon
| Natlonal Park, and providing for the securing of land

~:,g‘ -+ therefor.
s j“‘Be‘zf'izf e‘r’iactecl by the Senate and House of Representa-
x i‘:“ twe&of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

¥ x_;That the Secmtaly of the Inteuol is hereby- authorized and

dlrected to select and locate an area of land within the State

“'6" “and admmlsteled as a national palk to be known as the

7 Ponce de Leon National Park, and to receive definite offers

T
!
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2
of denations of lands and monevs. and to secure such options
as in his judgment may he considered reasonable and just for
the purchase of lands within said boundaries, and to report
to Congress thercon at as early a dafe as practicable. In
selecting said area, the Secretary of the Interior shali con-
sider the advisability of sclecting and setting aside any Gov-
ernment lands situated in the State of Iflorida and suitable

for the purpose herein stated.
Suc. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior may, for

the purpose of ecarrying ount the provisions of this Act,

-appoint a commission of five members. composed of a repre-

sentative of the Interior Department and four national park
experts, said four members to serve without compensation.

Ske. 3. A sum suficient to secure options and to. pav
the necessary expenses of the commission in (‘zﬁ‘x'ying out
the provisions of this Act, imcluding the salary of one clerk
to the commission at a rate not to exceed $2,000 per annum,
necessary travelimg expenses of the members of the com-
mission, and}»$1() per diem i lien of actual cost of subsist-
ence, in ally not to exceed $15,000. is hereby anthorized to

be appropriated.
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fon., Gerald Pa. Nye,
Chairman, Committee on Tubllc Lands and Surveys,
United States Uencte.

By dear Senostor Byes

I have your :lefiter of Jamusry 2b requesting a report ss to the
merits of S. 2740, o biil "o provide for the loosting and establishing
of = national park in the State of Florida, to bo lmown &5 Ponce de lLeon
‘ﬁaﬁoml Park, and providing for the ssouring of land :Mrater“.

Ahe mdsrlying ldea of the bill is the Wu er a uatimlparx
& State, thersby perhsps stressing the idea of location for a park
than the idea of scenie grandewr irrespestive of Stata lines. Ho
m&ﬂ the §tale of Plorida is desigmeted dy the bill as it
2 ble or as yromising snch seenie grandewr =s would mele
seleotion or designution.  Rather it is an
‘n“'%h Seovetsry o search within the State to find if pou=-
an ares thet mey be rocommendsd by khim for scquisition. e is limited
search for am sres by the titate boundsry lines. 1f this mammar i
“gelection of mational poris were followed, then thers is the
in my opinion 2 strong probadility, that all States not now
in their gonfines a national park will seek by leglslation to
f_m within their borders to fird such aveas amd for swch

o= 5

i

Wrmt hos repeatedly emphasized that our national purk system
mm inelosing seenery of quality so wausucl and impressive,

‘ ;.'_, ' 80 extraordimry as %0 possess natlonsl interest and
wnoe o8 contradistinguished from movely looal interest. Aveas for
parks should have such outstanding foaturos thut the ares would not
fines i;n its renown to the State whers situoted, but would be known

it is ny opinion that the method proposed, if this bill 1s onssted,
will result in like bills belng introduced, with the resultent denger tiat

arezs mot of national park characteristice will be considered snd ultimately
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& sorlag of OJ¥nte parks shorasotorised sns national parits - national in
nopg 6aly - will be oroated.

I m advised by tho Diresctor of the Burezm of the Budget,under date
of Potwuary 6, 1028, that ko proposed logislation 1s in conflict with tue
fingsolal program of thR Progidont.

Vory teuly gours,

(3gd.) HUBERT woRk





