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Honorable George H.J:nern, 
; SECR£T ARY ·5 0FFlCE. ( 

SEI- 2 7 1933 I 

AR DO'At • I Secretary of War.1 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Your records will show the passage of 

s.l 3014. Calendar No. 333t at the last session of Congress, pro-

viding for the erection of a mark4t at the landing place of Poiroe de 

Colonel R.L.Landers made report in this matter, which was 

the basis of the bill mentioned. 

Governor Sholtz has written to me, s~ing, 

"Mr. Walter Fraser is willing to stand all 
coats for the erection of a Government marker, and I have been 
thinking tllat possibly instead of taking the matter up again 
in Congress it might be hand.led directly by the War Department, 
and a marker authorized for the landing of Ponce de Leon similar 
to other SU.ch authorizations made by them. 

"The 1act Finding Commission of the City of St~I 
Augnstine, appointed by the City for the specific purpose of es­
tablishing and marking authentically important points of historical 
interest, in their report (certified copy attached) designated 
the Founta in of Youth Park as being the site of Ponce de Leon's 
first landing~I 
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."Since Colonel K. L. Landers, former head o! 
the Arra:r War College Historical Section, after an in­
vesrtigation under the direction of the War Department, 
has designated the landing place of Ponce de Leon to 
be at St. Aug11stine, and since the Fact Finding Com-
mission of the City of St. Augustine (a unit and brs,nch of the 
United States Government) has also confirmed. this and has 
authorized the 'faction 9f a bron:e marker in the Fountain of 
Youth Park, showing this to have been the landing place of 
Ponce de Leon it would not be amiss for the War Department to 
authorize a marker to be erected, with no cost to the government, 
in this Park and based on the findings of Colonel Landers and 
the Fact Finding Commission of St. Augustine. I 

11 It would please me very much if arrangement could be 
made to grant this request. Mr. Fraser would be glad to go to 
Washington to discuss the matter further if you deem it necessary.a 

I would be glad to have you consider this matter and hope 

it may be possible to carry out the Governor• s suggestion~i 

Attached to his letter is the paper which I also enclooe, . 

being "Conclusions arrived by the St. Augustine Fact Finding Committee 

as to the Landing Place of Don Juan Ponce de Leon. " 

Very r espectfully and sincerely, 

11 nJ~iwd A.G. o. SEP~ 28~ ~ '-U....L~ 
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• REPRODUCED ATTHE NATIONAi. ARCHIVES • 
Q,ti 688- . ~-J.v~ (Florida ) 2nd Ind . .2si:2 
'.:ar Department , OS!(;. , .:u.shin._; ton, Oc tober 5 , 1933 To -The •1.d jutant General. 

\ 
1. Uo lonel H. L. Laua.ers , rri.lle on duty Ml the histol'ical member of t he 

3oe.rd of Offtcers a~1·.)ointe\1 b~ t he _.e(:retcry of ·:iar by authori ty of the . ct 
of ::::on~ress er:i11roved J u;·e 11 , 1926>, nc.cle .'..,'1 i n tensi ve study of the landing 
of ? once ·de Leo'1 071 t he coa::.t of _i'lori.cla . . :1e was unRble to defini tely 
loca te the first l a11cUnc·; pl ,. ce of .. once a o Lc~ on . Hii=; conclnsions rrere 
emborl.ie0. i n t he ~~e:'.,1ort of the f~ecret :.ry of ' ie.r t o -.:ongresI> and printed e.s 
:.::ens.tt:3 Docu:aent :~o . 151 , 72r.1 :::ou-:;1·es-=: , 2cl ..... e ssion. ·l'his report sta tes 
"'.l'lle most appropriate :pl ace to erer:t a t o.bil.et comne1aorating this event is 
at St . ,rngustine . 'l1he t 3.hlet should be e:racted on !:!"round now owned or t o 
be acq_uired by the C:i ty of St • ..ll[;Ustine . " 'l'his report constitutes the 
onl y "official finci ing" of the · :a:r De:!_)artnent . 8-overno r Shol tz has mis-
understood Colonel Landers ' l etter to Senator Fletcher , when he sta tes that 
Colone l Lenders designated St . i~ugustine as the 1.11.nding pla ce of Ponce de 
Leon. Under ·date of ~\.ugust 12 , 1932 , ~olonel Landers wrote Senator Fletcher , 
in :part , as follows : 

" * * * x * I will briefly state !'lY conclusions : 

(a) The r.1os t C1.:9!Jropria te pl E> ce to erect 1:1. tablet 
or n onwnent com!er.1oratj_ nc; the fiY·st 1 ·11v1ing of .!?once a e 
Leon in t he Stc~te of Florida , is ~'!.t St . nugustine . 

(b) To erect any memorial ccrnr.1emore.ting this fir s t 
l anding a t any other place , either in Florida or Georgi a , 
would be lmwar:-anted . 

(c) In r::.y study , by the process of elimine.tion I 
h~ve disca rded e ll other places as probn~le points of the 
first l andi ng. 

(d ) The wording on the -Je;,;or i al '.'fhj_ch may be ere cted 
by authority of Cone;:res s , and placed at St . ,\ugustine by 
authority of the Historic;;: l Sect ion , ,...rmy ·;:ar College , shoul d 
not state with aosolute fina1 · t;1 t i1::tt ..:t . .. u~ustine vr:t..,, the 
first l a:1cling place . 11 

2 . The matter of the establishnent of a r.iarker to ccr:n.1emor<tte the l a.ndins 
pl a ce of :!?on ce de Leon has been a controversi<:1l one for some ye[;.:i:s , and a:p­
:proval of the erection of a llIDrker definitely l oca tinr; the l anding plcice of 
Ponce de I.eon by the '.'. e..r De:partment could not be based upon known facts . 

3 . 2'l__s the Depart"!'rient of the li1torior has nm·; t a ke n over the work of in-

\

ve st i e;ating and rae111oriul:L,, inc; battle fields and historic :Dln.ces i n the United 
States , i t i s reco1m1ended t ho.t t ln t DP,pa1't;nen t D12.ke such further invest:i.~a-

tions and reports as may be needed . Il1e 'ff:! r Depar·t n en t hL>S nov1 no ap ~'ropriu-
tions (funds) to continue t l-ese studies . 

4 . The func tions of t he BonrA of Officers ap:DointeC. pursuaitt to the 

~ . 
·~/'.P_J· I 

- -----·--- ·~-----
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-·- A.ct of Congress a:;_:rproved June 11 , 1926 , luwe been discontinued . 
?.512 

7or The "uarteTI~1aster Ceneral: 

1 :~ i..cc'J :Cc.ck 11.. a. u . OCT l 0 19331 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

, .. _-:-~_. · .. ~GTON ,· · ,.~lr· _x .... ~;,r~ .. ~ t Fifi~ -
/; ..• , '\ ~}iivl<;l\1 ,:• ! · Y/ {)~\.. 
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It 1 3~ \ 
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,_·, i":T 3 19 \> y October 11, 1933. 
_,, Sl·.~:v•s OffiCE ~ ~ /. 

'IJpr. ~\\; " ~-· 
S., MAILS &. ~~~~}J 

~ IJ:he Honorable 
~·rt~., 
~ RECEIVED 10-?\ ~e Secretary of the Interior. 

\ 

OCT 13 1933 ear Mr. Secretary: 
~ TO ff Af L PlRKS ~c; / et's OP~ H~·. \ \~ / Inclosed herewith ia a letter dated September 
~[!_., r · • .·.~~ 25, 1933, from Honorable Duncan U. Fletcher, United States 

... Senate, with inclosures and indorsements thereon, in regard 
q'3- PREPAIE ftEPty 1910~~ o granting permission to Mr. Walter Frazer to erect a 

ker in the Fountain of Youth Park, St. Augustine, Fla., 
r OCT 1 3 1933 , commemorate the landing place of Ponce de Leon. 

~ FOB srnrs. SIGNATURE ~ 
~S OFJ \ \~ Inasmuch as the Department of the Interior haa 

l, APPTS. ll\\.\ now taken over the work of investigating and memorializing 
battle fields and historic places in the United States, 
this correspondence is referred to you for further inves­
tigation and such action as may be deemed warranted. Your 
attention is especially invited to the 2d Indorsement, dated 
October 5, 1933, from The ~rtermaster General. 

·W, 2512 

Senator Fletcher bas been advised of this reference 
by letter from this Department of this date, a copy of which 
is inclosed. 

i 
L 

2 Incle. 
A.G.Class.Case-
688(9-25-33) ,ltr 
fr Sen.Fletcher with 
2 inda. & 1 incl. / 
Copy War Dept.ltr to 
Sen.Fletcher,10/11/33. 

Sinc~re~ 
1 

/Secretary of War. 
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OCW:HA.R 
.5G 688 (9-25-33)Mi sc. 

:OCto'ber 11, 1933. 

lionorable Duncan u. Fletcher, 

United St.ates Senate. 

Dear Seoot or Yletcberz 

li'urther refereno ie made to .,-our l etter df 
September 25. 19321, quoting a. letter from th& Governor of 
li~lorida ln :xege.ta. to granting pemisa.ion to Ur. ii'al ter Frazer 
to erect a m!lrket in tao Fountain of Youth Park, st.AUguat1na, 
lPloride., to oonmcsorate the landing place of Ponce ds .Leon. 

In Vi@W of the fact that the liepartment of t ne 
Interior h.ao now tal~ ovor tne work o! inve&tlgatt~ and 
mS1Dorialidng battle fields and historic places 1n the United 
states, your letter and its 1noloeureo, together wit.I\ reme.rko 
o:! the war Department, have been ref· erred to the secretary of 
tha Interior tor appropriate ~ction, and you will undoubtedly 
receive a furtner response at a.n oarly date from his office. 

Sincerely yours. 

' . 2512 

~O;.··R DERN 
Di n tJ3 ·::LJ~:. d 

Secretary of War. . :fr om A . CL o. 
vg•"''Tt ., n . : ""' ~ 
11.l -~ .l..,C._J.1~, .. ..: 

COPY .E'OR: SECRETARY OF WAR 

/...,.. SECRETARY OF THE INTERI OR 

.. / THE QUAR:rERMASTER GENERAL , r e his 2nd I nd. ( ~M. 688-A- M(Florida )A 
Oct. 5/ 33. 

/ -



I REPRODUCED ATTHE NAT[EJNA( ARGffiiJES 

Hon. Dtlnca.n U. :&'letoher, 

Seorstary of Jar to ~e. 

I have ~aked. the Office of National Parkn, Buildings, 

.M.d aaserwtiona to giV@ aonddere.tion t o the 1woposa.l . When 

th.e.t Office he.a had opportunity to ~ nvestigat& the queUJtion 

again. 

Sinosrely your s, 

(Sgd) HAROLD L ICKES 

Secretary of t.~e Interi or. 

VEC: RMS. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

·~ 

,: 

A p;;.r~ 1 .!l'lVoi:?t!.d.:..t~~on Of t..'1.!c Gttor •• p,t) boon bci16 
~17 t~w Ct'C3.Ct-l <.l! :tatic.:.tal l'r·.l"~c . •!c ·ll~ll nnd ~~u,oo~tion.e 
bu.t r~o :rat nb o .;)Clrtl~.ity M~ ~Grtn ·c.~oT'ded. t.o nbudy tht) 
t'~:.. t er r1n ~c €'t'O \IlJ.., It in :iuoo n{·~ .... J t ' 1 t t~lic _ <ri>ooo.l. 
'he t.;1'1® c ·""' :f<·l Stw1¥ l>ef~o 3 1.J•ml in t,'"T ;nted., 

! :~ .. cm. ~ at a.ct!.o-'ll ;111.l be tl?.kli!l e.~ "'~tly 
~ ~can1b1..o !.J_ thie .!l t e.. . I tru;t th;.i.t y~u. ~il! c>..c,re(t 
VJ.i ~'h nH th.t:tt \hit kin<! Of l')T.'Oblcttl, invol.Vir,J 'lih19 J;3C1UXldne ti 

ot t~i.G aet!.on o"i tho icd.er:'>..J. Oove. 1<mt Y;rJ.t: r~ t~ 
;!l.)13V.ra.to iUt <>r'! .:\! rn.-,ta, ioul~' oo covo:-"d. <mroM~ in 
t>~l" t1'U)t n-0 ·io~aibla mictp,.l.e m\ll.ll be mado. 

(Sgd) HAROLD t. te• 
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CARTER GLASS, VA. 
ROBERT F . WAGNER, N . Y. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 
ROBERT J. BULKLEY, OHIO 
THOMAS P , GORE, OKLA. 
EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, COLO. 
ROBERT R, RctYNOLOS, N. C. 
JAMES F. BYRNES, $, C. 
JOHN H. BANKHEAD, ALA. 
WILLIAM GIDDS MC AD00 1 CALIF, 
ALVA O, ADAM S , COLO. 

,A,, CHAIRM 

PETEA NORBECK, 5. 0 • 
PHILLIPS LU GOLDSBOROUGH, MO. 
JOHN G. TOWNSEND, JR., DE'L. 
r'REOERIC C. WALCOTT, CONN. 
ROBERT O. CAREY; WYO. 
JAMES COUZENG, MICH. 
FREDERICK STEIWER, OREG. 
HAMILTON F.'KEAN, N. J . 

December 30, 1933.1 

Honorable Harold L.Ickes, 
Secretary of t he Interior. JAN .. 2 1934 

MAILS AND FILES 
My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Referring to your letter of November 27th,19331 

regarding the pro·posed erection of a marker to Ponce de Leon, where-

in it is stated; 

11A partial i nvestigatio21 of this mat t er has 
been made by the Office of National Parks, Build­
ings and Reservations. but as yet no opportunity 
has r:been afforded to study the matter on the ground. ' 
It is necessary that this proposal be given careful 
study before approval is granted. 11~ 

• I" ' ... 

I venture to poi nt out that Dr. Carita Corse of Jacksonville, 

Florida, has uade a study of the history of Florida and has written some books 

and pamphlets ou the subject. I believe she i s President of the Florida Historic-

al Society. She has been engaged in research work of this kind for sometime~ 

and I believe she could render valuable assis tance in connection with the 

investigation and study you are having ma.de. I hope you wil l consider her and• 

if agreeable. communicate with her on the subject.i 

Very truly yours, 

~ -LA.,, ~IJLf-r: ZJ" 
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REPROOlfCEO AT THE NATIONAt ARC IVES 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE· OF NAilQMAL P1\Ri\S, WASHINGTON 

BUILDI NGS AND RESERVATIONS 
RECEIVED 

JAN 12193~ 1;,:: ~~ 
MAILS AND FILES ;:, -~~_.. . ..., 

JAN 1 l 1934 

. . .. . . ' .... .... ,.~ 

lion. Duncan u. Fletaher, 

United States Benate. 

· ~ dear Sena.tor Fletehers 

I have received your letter of Deoemb~r 30, referring 

to the propow to ereot a marker to Ponoe de Leon tn Flo­

rida, I have referred y our- suggestion regarding Dr. Oarite. 

Corse of Jaoksontllle,, the Preeiidant of the Florid.3. Hi etor-

ioal Sooiety, to the Off'ie~ of NationB.1 P:irks:- Buildings, 

and !eeervs,t1ona. A r epresenta.ti ve of that Off'io-e will get 

in touoh with Dr. Co~se~ if possible in the near tuture. 

Sincer el y 7our~ , 

~Sgd) HAROLD L \CKES 

Secretory of the Interior 

VEC:tvw 

CC-Mr. Kahler. 



• REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES • COPY 
Doggett, Mccollum, Howell&: Dossett 

Je.cksonvill e, Florida. 

Bon. Dancan u. F'letcher, 
United States Senator, 
Senate Building> 
Washington, D.Cj 

My dear Senator Fletcher: 

J)tne 13th, 1934-. 

I regret to advise you that my father, Judge Doggett, has been 
quite ill and is now in the north eonvaleso1ng. 'l'heretore, during his 
absence, I am writing you concerning a matter which involves my 
sister, Mrs. Cari ta Doggett Corse, which father is vitall.y interested 
in and would certainly write you concemb:Jg the same were hs able :to cb 
so. 

It seems that a CWA historical sUl"fey or this section of .Florida 
was recently underteken by the Park Dtpartment o'f the Depsrtment ot the 
Interior. A Mr. H .. E. Kehler was 1n charge of this euney. I em informed 
that he •:selected the professor of Span1sh ot "the Uni verei ty or Florida 
.and two undergraduates of the Univerilty of Florida to check up on t he 
historical de.ta which was the subjeo,,t of their investigation" A report 
has been rendered by Mr. Ka hler and his aaeistants. This report, I am 
informed, makes cel"tain unfavorable end unwarranted crl tic1sns ot the 
historical ability of Carita Doggett Corse" For 1rhat reason this was 
done, VK3 cannot imeg!ne, as certainly Mrs. Corse hes achiw4d her 
present pre-eminence as Florida's outstanding histor.len because all of 
her researches h&'f'e been based up. n authenticated inetrnmenta, and any 
gratuitous criticism eanoeming her could only be prompted by a oanplete 
lack ot information on the part of tl).oee making this historical survey 
and rendering such a report. Uy sister, es you well know, is a most 
unusual parson, who has exercised hel' gU"ts of historical investigation 
caretully and precisely, and any such unfounded and unwarranted 
crl ticisn of her by persons apparently in ignorance or the subject of 
their investigation, should be deplored. Mrs. Corse has not bean shown 
a copy of the report in its final foxm, and it may be aitirely possible 
that a correction can be made prior to tbe report being rendered 1n 
its o anpleted f ormo Mrs. Corse would o erta 1nl.y welc ane an op po rtun1 ty to 
convince ttie makers of this report, if they have any doubts whatever, 
concerning her historical findings and the thoroughness of her in­
vestigations. 

It is our unierstanding that this report will be rendered to a 
Mr. Chatelaine 1n the DeJartment of Interior. 

With kindest regards, 

Baithf'ul.ly yours, 

.J.L.Doggett, J~. 
CC Judge J.L.Doggett 

e/o 1.irs. s. Norm r.' illiams; I sland Heights NJ 
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UNITED STAT ES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERV ICE 

June 18, 1934 .• 

lh-. Berbert Kahl.er, Historical Technician, 
_J.8 Cordova Street., 

Saint Augustin&, Florida. 

Dear Mr. Kahler: 

The study ma.de by ~~r:r. BalJ.ou i n the Ponce de Leon 

matter has recently been ~ihe oasis of a vigorous protest 

from Mxe. Ccrse through her brother, MT. J. L .. Doggett, 

to Senator Fletcher. 

I think I have already told you that the !-:at i onsl 

Park Service has no opinion whatever to exprees i n this 

matter. Of course you will g1 ve the Ballou r eport no 

:publici ty whatsoever without instructions f'ron1 th i s Ottice. 

.Enclosure 397627 

VEC : CT 

Very truly yours, 

Ve.me E. Chatelain 
Chief 

Ili etoriee.l Division 
Branch of Research and Edtlcat1on 
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UNJ·T°:e,::p. STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF·T~E ·INTEBIO;R 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HOD. Duman U .• Fleteh_.,. 

tJBi·t.el States -Bel.1Ate. 

U1 4ee Seaato:r Flekller: 

\'he Ratlftal J>ek S&7d.ee has reoe19el mr. 7. L. Dqget'' s 
lfttw ctf J'tme 18., rd'Ul"ed llJ 10ll to !IP. Che.tel-ala, aea'lhg 
wlft oertats 1l1sw:r-Hsl ~eseueh. uder the c. w. A. , ... at 
Bain"' .ABgUStSae, :VleJ.4 &a. 

We aseume thet IY.r. 1.io6aett• a letter refers to the atadr et 
~ POD.ce de Leoa eto17, wh1eh far. Kahler tmie"9olt at tbe 2!"e­
quest of this Service, after it bed been aul&i tt.84 to us by 1oa. 

At that time Mr. ~-(ahlt>r had oolJ au.ell research tac ill \tea 
as were affor40d Wol.der the c .. :~i·., A. p~. Therefbre, it was 
·di~~ w st•· Mr. II&rol.4 Ballou. a c .. w. A.. eaploree, the 
~,- ihe :re;»ert aa prepend b7 iilr. Bal.lea \ft'8 aalwi'tte4 

bl 4u · .tu.e to Mr. Ck.atelain, ClUef et the Biatorieel D1"ri.s1oa, 
wllo. after :readiq. 1 t, d.ec 14ed. that al.tho-ah wr1 "8 bl aa in.­
teas ting f'aall1on. 1t.d1d not merit serious eou14edlen aa 811 

kistor1eal atuGJ. Aecordin&lf, inst:zuetioaa lrave 'Deea issued 
w Mr. Kalller indicating that the :.:auaal Pen Ser9iee would 
aet be respoaaible fo1• ii ving the reprt aaf p11'blioitf. We are 
quite .ea.re that ~r. Kahler has oarried wt ~h&se lastmotlODS. 
Mr,. Ballou was dropped from &111 coaneetion with the H«'lcmal Park 
Sm-Tice at the end ot the c. w. A. emplOJlU&at. amt 'Ulla Ser111oe 
ia not reapone1'le tor any actien wh.1eh he m&J" baw tatea with 
reference to the report af'ter his emploJment w1th11s \1'88 terminated. 

The National Park Serv1ee has tormed no opiaiaa, one way or 
qnother, regarc11ng Mn. Corse'e abU1tr 111 tb.e tiald et 1liatorioal 
1*9S98Nh. aad certaillly ia these eirowutem.oea it woali be improper 
tor us to paaa 81Q". j\Mlgment 1D this mat~er. 

SinoeMlJ JOU.nt 

(!tG-D.) AHNO B.A~lY,~B 
(llG-D~~ . 
Amo B. Oarame.rar 
~ 

VEC:CT ~· b.e.\OBtll'G $"88$ 

CC Mr. Kahler 



Milton, Florida 
. .iugust 7, 1934 

National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 

Gentlemen: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

/ . 

Before l eaving Washington, I requested 
that I be supplied with two or three copies of a 
r eport allegedl y made t o the National Park Ser­
vice by CWA workers at St. Augustine, Florida, 
which report charged certain individuals with 
attempting to. peDvert history wil:tf!UJ.i-y to their 
profit . Inasmuch as the copies have not yet been 
received I will appr eci ate yout looking into the 
matter and advisi ng me relative thereto at your 
convenience. 

C:PM 
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Ronor~ble Millard Caldwell, 
f!ilton, 

Florida . 

My door ?!r. Cald ell: 

• 
Auguet 15, 1934 

Your letter of A\lgUet ? heo Como to my attention. 

Tho re~t by 0 A workora to hich you ~ator no doubt is one 
on the :Pon.co cle Leon story. Thie study fea made by ?.; r . Rnrold Ballou 
under tb.e crupsrViaion of our Historica l 1'0Chnie1e.n. ~r. ll<irbort Kah­
ler. At t~lt time only auoh reee4?r~h f ao1lit1es ce wer tUti'ordod 
under the C A were flvailable. l'hCJrotore. 1'l.-. Kablor nseie,rtod this 
:probl~m to ~r. Ballou, a 1.JfJA emJ>loyee . 

¥1hen the report was completed it wa o .eubm1 tteO. to Mr . Varne f'; . 
Ohs~elaiu, Chiof, Bi~torioel Division , who decided thnt lt did not 
merit aoi-ious oone1dera t1on no Hn historioH.1 atudy. 'Pherafore , our 
dGoision viaa t o ~void aa much ne poss ible 1v1n~ Che z~port publicity . 
S ince . • &llou woe dro1Jped t'rom our rolls .1th the t o.rmint•tion or 
the ct'1/\ program, this S.ervioe doae not fe~l rosponai~le for tho 1.ct ior. 
whioh i.:~ . n"': llou may lU'lve tC:lki:.n to give the rapo:rt t>Ublic1ty . 

~nder these conditions, l bel10Ve you will agroe bhot it m~y be 
well to disregard this report ~s much ae poae ible. 

\cc - Mr. Kahler 
RMS :tvw 

~inoerely yours , 

(.SGD.) A . E. DEJ4A.RA."X~ 
• ,1:; . Demar ay 

t- o ting n1ruotor 
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10-23 
(June 1941) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

----------------------- NATIONAL PARK 

IMPORTANT 
' This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official records. 

NEWTON B. DRURY, 
IJ. s. GOVERNMENT PAINTING Of'"CC 16--22371 Director. 

FILE NO. 
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69TH CONGRESS 
lsT SESSION 

: ~ . lN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

... I ; 
. APRIL 5 (calendar day, APRIL 7), 1926 

Mr. TRA~MELJ, introduced the followi_ng bill; which was read twice and 
· · · · ·' referred to the Committee on Public Lands arid Surveys 

.· .. A"I 'B··~1-'L··T-j.~ .. .· , . ···i_. 
. . . 

') 

' ' ! I 

Tq provide for. the locatip.g and establi~hing of a national park 
!:·r I'' : l~t '.: '! ' • • • •I ' ' ' ~ '.. • > • • - ' ' ' '• ; : \ 

m the State of Flonda, to be known as Ponce de Leon 
1 

; : : 'National: · Parir, · and providing for the· securing of land 

th.~refor. 

: 1 Be it ·enacted by· the Senate and House of Reprcse'Tf,ta­

. · 2 · ·:lives rof lhe United States of Ame·rica in Oong'ress assembled~ 

3 'fhat the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and 

4 directed to select and locate an area of land within the State 

5 of Florida, as may he recommended by him to be acquired 

6 and ndministered ns a national park, to be known as the 

7 Ponce de IJeon Nationnl Pnrk, and to receive definite offers 

8 

9 

of donations of lands a.nd moneys, and to secnre such options 

as in his judgment may he considered reasonable and just for 

10 the pnrrhase of lands within ~mid boundaries, and to repo~ 



I' 

~· . 

; .~··.· 

.t..'. ··--

2 

1 to Congress thcrcou nt as early a date as practicable. In 

2 selecting said area, the Secretary of the Interior shall con-

3 sider the advisability of selecting and setting aside any 
I 

4 Government lands situated in the State of Florida and suit-

5 able for the purpose her.ein stated. 

6 SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior may, for 

7 the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act, 

8 appoint a commission of five members, composed of a repre-

9 sentative of the Interior Department and four national park 

10 experts, said four members to serve without compensation~ 

11 SEC. 3. A sum sufficient to secure options and to pay 

12 the necessary expenses of the commission in carrying'· out 

13 the provi~ions of this Act, including the salary of one clerk 

)4 · to the:commission at a rate not.to exceed $2,000 per annum, 

15 necessary traveling expenses of the members of the com-
' 

.16 mission, and $10 per diem in Heu of actual cost of subsist-

17 ence, in all, not to exceed $15,000, is hereby authorized to · · 
~ · t8 be. np-propriated. 

., 
! 
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Green Cove Sprinr;s, Fla., I _ RJ~CH:l:Vllln J : : ~s 2 .-i 19:26 
April 21, 1926. / OFFiGf<~OF 

:D?G ; 'Y'fl.Ei ~:r:rSEin'.l:A.."a.Y. 
j ' - . • ·--· ··-----··· 
f ~!ii;: -... ··•·To;~ Wot;k, Sectctary of' Interior, 

f-
:, . i-•i:.-r.:T . j 

. ( \ L .. "· '~: ·_ :- ·~~ '. .1'~ .. ~hingtoll, D. C. 

Dear sir: 

The Flori~a papers report that there is a bill 

before the Senate to provi~e for a national park im Flarida, 

te be known as the PoRce ae Leon Park, and of which you are 

the chairman. If you woul« like to have this park im the 

North-east or -6entral part of FloriRa, I have 30,000 acres to 

offer im ama around CresceEt Lake. Or, I c~u get up quite 

some acreage outsiGle o:f St • .Augustine. This last woul~ be 

Tery high lana, ana be especially desirable because of the 

historic backgroun~ of the anciemt city. The acreage woula 

be more expensive, and of a smaller area theR that arouma 

Crescent Lake, but of' a higher quality. 

woultil. appreciate a reply, although I know I'm 

omly one of your mamy correspon~ents. I am sure I ca» ~ill 

your wants te suit everyone. 

Very truly yours, 

~1 ., 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

April 26. 1CJ2b. 

Dear Mr. Andersons 

BJ retereDOe ~rom Seoreta17 Work I have 
J011?' letter ot April 2l otferl11g for sale certain 
18111 la Jlor14a la oormeot1on with tho proposed 
Pono& cle J..ecm Ba'1cmal Palk. 

It le '1llle that a bill. s. 3&/7· has been 
inh'Odaoed. bJ' Se~t.or !':rammell to establish auoh a 
P8$. CO§ o~ ihta bill u incleaed. Jo action 
hae pt baa 'alma 1'J Ooapees cm. th 'bill. 

So ~-.an of the Jl&t10»el parJts create4, wlt.h 
tile ~- er *- ·La:taptte bl Babe. ·haVe been . 
~ 01it ot tlle pDlie aomalJl. 'l'he area 1nolu4ea 
b ~ L.,-•tt• P-1r was dolls.tea to the Government b7 
... ...., ot"pal>lle-•»lritea JJGGple. in line wltb lte •le7 41al.-. tlse past. I 4e not lJeUeve that Congrese 
~,_ ... ttoD ''- eXJ&a41hn. of pabllo tmMis tor the 
..... , ot·1.aa ftl" natteal pule purposes. 

I• t'aot-, ln tile ease or the p:ropose4 Shenandoah 
amt emu, .~'8ln llatlcmal Parke~ Beoreta.17 '.r-o:rk an­
~a4 -that he W01114 recommend \!le Ol"eatlon of these 
~-- JXDli' 1n tJae eveJlt that the lands to be 1nelu4ecl ••· t.• ..,,.. 4on.'M4 to the OoveJ'DIB8Dt. Be will ~ 
4-~\~ follow Ud.a polt07 ha fut111'8 recommendations 
to OongreB& regardlq proposed natienal pai-ks • 

Mr. B. r:. Anderson. 
Green Cove Springe, 
nor14a. 

Inolo8llre 30224. 

IFS 

. ' ; ' "·I\ • . 

Stephen T. Mather0 

Director. 
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MIAl'·ll SI-IORES 

MIAMI ~FLORIDA 

Hon. Hubert Work, 
Secretary, Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Work: 

JJty" attention has been brought to Senate Bill S-3877 
providing for the establishment of a. Na.tione.l Park in the State. of 
~loride., to be known e.s Ponce de Leon National Park• 

. It ha.a probably been brought to ·your e.ttent.i.on that 
the .r.c.Penney-~w:tnn c·orporati6n owns :J.;20,000 a.ores of l~nd in· ¢ie.y 
OoV?i:t;y ·a.nd· 27 ;000 acres ·of ls.nd··nee.r Ga.htesville.,. the l:£\~:t.e.r·p~~tica.lty. 
··all timber le.n,d; with a. f~e growth of timbe~• Ten. tl;>.Q~~q. ·a.ores o,f 
t)).e. trapt in Clay Oounty has-· been cleared a.nd' is being·'f~ed. on a veiy:. 

· :~~raci;ive be.sis ·for .'3ettle:rs.. MOre than one.-~lf' the renia.in:der of 
·'the" tract. i's :first gr~\lfth timber of very high quality. Contrary to­
genera.l conditions, this land is well drained and ha.a some very large 
streams• It is n,ot flat,as Florida lands ordinarily are• 

I e.m bringing this matter to your attention, so that 
in the event you a.re. a~tht::>rized by this Senate Eill to proceed to acquire 
lands, you will have inform8.tion concerning this property, which seems 
to us would make the finest.· :park land of a:ey- la.nd in Florida. 

Our Corporation would be glad to cooperate in any wa.y 
to facilitate the survey or to meet the conditions the Federal Governrr~nt 
might feel disposed to impose. 

During a recent survey of heal th resorts, I was told 
that there was a proposed appropriation to authorize your Department to 
make a study of mineral waters. If we ca.n be of e:ny service in further-
ing this appropriation, please command us. 

Very sincerely, 

~~LID~~ 
VICE-PRFS IDENT' J. c. PENHEY-G\Vnm CORPORATION. 

:.· ... At·;· .. 

.1~~li1t , · I 
. Y:~;!t~:. ~ 

~ .. ~<.:--~·~>:·;:. ' 
. ,, :·. '..:{/:E?: ... ~ . ~ 

- --· ----- ·---' 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

mr. Jrard&tte ~ Leri..~., 
V1Ge-Pre$1dent, J. C,. Pam~w!mi Ct>ll!>O?"ationl> 
.li1smi, ?lor1cia. 

'.,? r 

:.fOD:P ];otter Of Dv 28~ 1926, :vresentiil8 fflr the attetlcm ot 

the S~~ Cf8'!"ta,ill fac'ta :ZOO~ laad $~ted ~<JP !ool'll!lfOD 

ill the PJ1C>posal Pmce ue- :teem lbtlOAal Park {S.. 3877}• is reo&1ved • 
....... _ _.... I • i 1 

i ~/rm te ~ '~onatt~ so aem-~. 
l : : j ,. / 

1,:; llEWRIT -:-~~· 1'1 - il ~. 

~;:(R ETH'Y'·$ ~FflC( , 

i:: 'fe'i7 tna.b' ~ 

(Sgcj,) E. C, FINNEY 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON j '. 
\ I 
.\ 

~-
,"Mjf 

JUN 1 l 1926 

~:/'11' 
Ron. Robertt N. Stanfield, r- /"'e; 

Chairman, Coomittell on Public Lands and Surveys. J f $ 
United states senate. /ju,(!.,(./~· ;f.'.:.:,tf'.i;'/-

My dear. Senator Stanfield: 4·· 1r . ../ . 
· · A ~'11b""l\A1A.· 

I have before me yoµr letter of April 9th, requesting an ~?1 

opini(>n as t·o the merits o·f s·-3877, a bill "To provide far the 

i-o·~a.Hng and e-s:tablisb.i- of a national park in the State of 
-- ~·~" ' 

· ~'-~~l~• to be. kn~wn ~s P.$.~ee de :Leon Natiomal Park, and pro­

vra;~4or the s.eyuring of l~d therefor". 

'.'.~i~ ~4~1r·l'y_illg idea of the bill is the select ion of a 
-.· - -..... 

Da:t-~~t: p~ w.-1-th-in a State, thereby perhaps stressing the 
- ,- • - - ,: . • ~- . . i ; - . . 

.· ~-~~~- · ?f 19c~:t;:ion/or a park rather than the idea of scenic 

gra~dp~ irrea,~ective of State lines. No particular part of 

th~, S~fl_te 0,f ~lo;ricl~ _is designated by the bill as suitable or 

as· desirable or as promising such scenic grandeur as would make 

it an ax-ea for national selection or designation. Rather it is 

an alrlihorization to the Secretary to search within the State to 

find if possible a.n area that may be recommended by him for ac-

quisition. He is limited i'n this search for an area by the 

State boundary lines. If this manner and method of selection 



-.-

<d l'l!\tle13al ~ ~e f'oUcr~ 'hen timra 1a the pa:;dbUtty. 

cd in nr1 ot~l• ~ a-.s 'Vl"O~llity, tmt al1 '~ Bt ~ 

btW~ ?J1t'hb! tlleil' ~laca .,. ~ :lQml l1 l"Sl 1'J.ll ~ ~ l~ 

laUs t-o llnTe l1m ~ . ~till» r ~ to t1tid nCb 

.-a tat. t<a SDCll ~ti~ 

b~~~~t>at.mrr~ 

~~ tmtl ~-oul~ er-~~ ~ ao ~ ~ 

to ~oa.._ lid!~ 1~t ~ ~a.a tmAtftl41:a~ 

~ mG:e3" local intt'~.oat.. ~ ro-, ~~ ~ ~ hfrlre 

8tlOll. ~ .Z~• tbat _.-wotll4 .ut l>e ~.bl 

1U l"GllOaa to ~ Stat& ~ slt'CIO.~ tnt.t ~ bo ilaOO att<m­

~. 

It lit !!V ~ t'W.t ho lJ p~ 11' '1118 lJ1ll 1:1 

ot.aoteclt •11~ ftftlt b 113- • l~ in~~ ~~ -

~wit ~ »0" 'l>!' rat1QS2till.~ ~terlat!Cll 

l\VW :be o-1~ ~ ul.Umal~ a 3U1m ol 3 ~ clm'-

' 
~- u •tiMinil ~ - ~tlfD\l m rmlJ - wJ.U bo 

er¥A'hl. 

t ~ere am Bi)' ~fl>l" tilO -~• f}f tbis tne:l4l'r.e. 

- 2-
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~tlle~. l a'm &b 1GOd bV ~ lll~ jl£ tllt) ~ Of' 

lbo ~' Utlltcr 4ato Cf Aflle e1 -1916. tltlo.t t"M Jl'CJ; "eC! egt.e-

c~g .J . .1 HUBERT WOR.K . 

,. 

' 
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70TH CONGRESS 
}ST 8£SSION 

---·---- S.2740 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNI'l'ED S'l'.ATI£S 

,L<\:i'HJ,\HY ~;~~ H>28 

.Mr. TnAMMJ~LL introduced the followjug bill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Con1111ittP<' on Pnblic Lnnds and Surveys 

A BILL 
0 ~1~ .provide for the locating and establishing o.f a national park 

in the State of Florida~ to be known as Ponce de Leon 

National Park, and providing for the securing of land 

· .. :·.:-: · '· thetefor. 

t· : -:.·. 

; . 
~ .. 
~:. . . . 
r : . .,.. ... . . 

. {). . a1iff: admiri~s~ered as a national park, to be known as the 

7 Ponce de Leon National Park, and to receive definite offers 
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1 of <10llflf ion:-: of lilllll:-: nrnl lll01H'_Y~. lllld to :-:<•('\1}'(' Sllth OptiOH'-; 

· 2 ns in hi~ jndgnwnt may lw c·ow.:id<·l'<'<l rpn;.;onablr· and jnst for 

3 the purehnse of lanth: within :-iHill bon1l<larie~, nnd to report 

4 to Congre~s thereon at ns e:irly n date ns prndicable.. In 

5 sc]ectinµ; said ~wen~ tlw Rer·rdnry of tlH' Interior shaH con-

6 sider the ndvisahility of sele<~t.ing nnd setting aside any Gov-

7 ernrnent. lands Rituated in the State of ~Florida and suitable 

8 for the pnrpose herein stated. 

9 SEC. 2. 'l~lm.t the Secretar~r of the Interior inay, for 

10 the purpose of carrying out . t.he provisions of this Act, 

11 ·appoint. n c·onnnission of five HlCmher~~ f'omposed of a 1.·epi'e~ 

12 sentatin.\ of the Interior Department and fonr national park 

13 experts, said four members to serve without. compensation. 

14 HEc. 3 .. A Bllm :-;nffieieut to secnrc options and to.· priy 

15 the ne(·essary Pxpen~es of t Ii t' (·onuui~:-:ion ju earrying ont 

16 the provisions of this Act, including the· snlnr.v of one c1erk 

17 to the eomrni~~ion nt n rnte not. to ('Xt'<'<'d $2,000 per annum, 

18 ucee~~nry tmYcling: cx1n'11scs of t lw mernlHn-8 of t.hc com-

19 missicin, ~ucl· $10 per diem iu lien of attnnl co~t of snhsist-

20 <:•nee, in all;· not to cxeecd: $10,000. i~ hereby. authorized to 

21 be tipJ>rOJHinte.d. 

.. \ 
.i 
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Hon. Gar:ald ::i1 • rcsre~ 
Ohni..~ uoP."'.litteo on :ublio Lands and Uurvo:;rs. 

United States senP.te . 

l.'W dear Sena.tor rey-e, 

I h8ve yov ·;Letter o:r Jo:n»lll?J 26 requast1r~g n repo:rt EW to the 
me?lts ot u . 2740, l\" bill ~o provide tor tbe locnti-ng s.Dd ostablinhinB 
of a natlona.1 park in the State of Flor1cla, to be loWlm as .Fonoe de 1.eon 
~atio'nal 1'ark, 0M proviuillg ior the secvlng {}f land tl•ere1'or". 

"\ . . · 
. ~e tmd&rlybig We~ 0£ the bill is the a61act1011 ot a i'.ult10Dal ~ 

Yitili a State, tMrcbJ perhaps 8treesilla the ldea ot loo-st1on tor '1 park 
rather than tbe ldea ot a;ce:nio grcd.oV irl"espeot1Te ot State llnes. no 
partlotaar part Gf the ntate 01' rlorids b cteaignated b:t the bill ns nit• 
able ar .aa deoirable or oa. pl"Gmis1l1(5 snob eoenJo ~ aa would ~ 
it roi. oi-ea fo"J" national selecUon o:r d.ed~t:ln. .P.atheJ" it 1a au 
nu*horl-5a.t1on to the ~~oret~ t o ooa.rc'h "Jl'1tbin tlle fitate to find. li' pea ... 
alb la aa nrea th~t msv be rccw:=eladecl 03 him for acquisi tlen.. Ile 1.8 11=1 ted 
1Jl ihie aea.reh tor an area oy ti\o '1to.te ~ lil:!Ds. Ii' thio mmmer :i 

8D4 meth04 o't · seleoticm oi Mtio11e.l p:n"'ai ~e1"9 tollgwed, then th.er& la tM 
poaalbllity, run in m:g opblion a strong probnbilit1, that all states n.ot llO'V 
lwYing within tbo1:r ooni'lnet> a n~tlon.DJ. po.rk -:Jill aeok b'J leg'isla t1m:i to 
ba•e lim sem~'l\ nade ·:i thi11 tha1r bo.!'uer :a to fi?ld s'UCh m>ene ~u for ;;iiach 
J'eO~ndntlona. 

'l!lle :>epnrbat >Ula rGpeate'1ly scphnei2ed tb~t our 1mt10'.r.l8l p::t.rk oyotel?l 
1a nmd8 ttp ot areru:i lnclosi:r - soonoey -or 1Wll 1 ty so lmllnual o.ntl icrpresebe, 
or natural toatuTes GO oxtrs.ordin&i? a:; to poasese iuitional interest ond 
lmporta;nce a.e contl'&J.1atbsgu18!'1.sd. fl"am monly- loonl b)tero&t. Areas for 
imtional parka shoW.<i have such VQ.tstc.mdi~ fout"..u-os thn.~ the arotl v:oula not 
be confine41. 1n ite l"Qnnwn to tho State ·ifbero eltu;ltod. but wauld be known 
nuUon.elly. 

l t le nw opinion ttint the method proposed, 1f this bill la enaeted, 
will r-osaJ.-t · i~ lUte bi~ls .beillg in ·~oduoed,. wi tb the reeul ta.nt ilru:iger that 
are~s not Of nati onal park ebaraoteristics Wf111 be oon81de1"0d 3ntl ultlmntel.3" 



. . 

a son..a of State pafts Ohe.l"aotoriae.d a& national pe11ta -- nnUoMl tn 
~ PlJ - will be ~nted. 

I am d9lse4 ~ the I>liieotor 0£ the Bureau of the DU4get_"0n4er date 
of .re~ &, i,a~ tltat the pJtOJ>Osed le81elatlon ls 1n 0012tUot wlth tbe 
nraauw · »l'f181818 ot ttJD he0lt1enit. 

\Sgd.) tWBERT WOflk.· · 

2 

. . 

. :~ 
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