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G,EI\lERPL COHSIDER4TIONS: 

1 . Marco i'.Yati onal Seashore i s located. appro~imately h2.lf way between 

Naples) Florida and Evergl ades) Fl orida which r eposes. nt the ·western 

edge of Everc;lades National Pe.rk . Marco Isla.rid) the l argest 12.nd mass 

witpin this p1~oposal is located ten miles west of U. S . noute l+l . The 

only access ) other than oy boat) is via county r oad No . 92 . 'I.'his ro8.d 

spans a narrow neck of wa.ter near Goodland via causeway and s~·ring bridge 

to reach Marco I s l and . 

2 . The most striking ·fee.ture of the area i s its many islands with l ong 

u.ninhci.bited beaches spar klinc; white beside the b l ue - gr een water s of the 

Gul f of M.exico . 

3. Al most all the mangrove islands conta i n some higher gr rn.md made up 

of clean sand and shell . Marco Island itself has most of the plants 

• and wildlife typical to the coastal regions of south Fl orida . There are 

some fine ste.nds of cabbage p alms a.long the beach wh].ch adds to the 

tropical flavor. 

4 . Thi s area enjoys predominently riild weather with sunny skies dur i ng 

the winter mont hs; however; cloudy) cool) and windy days do occur as 

cold fronts mcve dmm from the north . Hot humid conditions ·with 

numerous heo.vy r ain shower s are the rule duri ng the smnmer . The average 

1960 r infc:.11 u:as 61. 06 i nches encl the aver e.ge 1 960 temperatur e was 71. 3 

degr ees . . 

5. It is expected that proposed Marco National Seashore wil l :receive its 

heavies·c use dur:Lng the wj_ntcr months . 
•/ 11; , 1jJ'-j1N1 

':L'he patter n of; use probably would 
' 

parallel tho:'.:. o:i:' Evc:.: r c;l ades Ne:ciono.l Park , I•'lorid2 .. 

6 . 'rwo irlhe,o:Lted Dal d Eagle i1ests i:1.re an urn..1suc.l l'E.:cd~i..u·c of £.ie.rco Island. . 
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c.IRCU-LATION: 

i. County Rm;:ce 92 is the sol e vehicule.r 2.ccess roa.d. to proposed l·'ia.rco 

National Seashore . This road ends ct the beech . There a r e short paved 

spurs to the trn·ms of Goodland: Cax:c.:.mbas: and l,ia.rco . .A newly constructed 

spur provides access to an Air Force mj_ssile trackine st£>.tion at t he 
L~..- •-1.'-t ~,-:.,, -:.· 

extreme southern end of Marca Beach-. 

2 . The paved roe.o.s nmr i n use on I1iarco Island ar e in good condition c:;nd 

arc not con~ested . 

3. There ar e ungr c.ded auto trac~rn from the end of Coun·cy Haute 92 i-Thich 

extend in both dir e ctions roue;hly pa.ra.ll e l to the bee.ch and approximc.tely 

one hlUldred yards inl a.11d . These roe.ds are now used by bathers a.rid campers . 

4 . The r oad to the missile t racking station is new. At present only the 

I , }..\ '/ 
contractor operating the station, encl official Gove rnment cars a;pe--el-l-ewed 

t.e use the roe.d. A straight bar bed i-Tire fence r uns on eo.ch side of ~ lT 

~ on the righ t of wc.y line . 'I'his fence runs to the station irhich is 

enclosed by a che.in link fence . A ci v ilia.11 guard is posted at the singl e 

entr m ce gate . Jm opening in t:O.e barbed wi:;.~e fence tllous pedestrians to 

cr oss t he roc.d t o the beach on t he other sic.le of the tracking station . 

I believe that this road should be acquired and it should become 

pa.rt of the circule.tion system . Use of t his road in the csmpGround circu-

lo.tion syster:i would o.ll ow r. l oop type campground o:id o.void three p ar allel 

ro 2.ds . I t woul d also elimino.te a physice.l bo.rrier . 

:.-. Tne bee.ch on Mc:.rco Isli:nd is quite i'im and u;fords excelle!lt hikinc; . It 

is nc.tu.ral ly suited to this £'.c-Civity . Care should. be exerciseO. during 

dcvelopr:ien-c sc as no·c to i:1tc rupj t .ho 10115 stretches oi' be ach . 
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6. Marked navigation che.."1.llels c:~·cend from the Gul f of Mexico i nto Eo.rco; 

crucambas and Goodland . Limited small boat lc·.unchine; o.ncJ. docking facili-

ties are uvaile.ble in l·lo.rco o.nd Goodland . 

VISITOR USE FACILI'I'IES : 

1. The visitor use feo.ci l ities o.re as follows: 

1 . Visitor Cent er 

2 . C 21I!pground 

3. Picnic Grotmd 

2 . A Visitor Cente r wi ll be the center o:: a ctivity. I nterpretive and 

protective personne l will be on duty . Inte rpre tive exhibits will be 

displayed 3-l'ld orgeni~ed wal ks would depart f rom here . Protective per-

sonn.el controlling campground and picnic ground ac-i,ivities will be stationed 

·• at the Visi tor Center . It wil l conta i n an information counter and cor.1fort 

sta:tion . 

3. i ;-1.i::;> 
The campground will be s ep arated. from the picnic cround en- day use 

ar ee.s , b y the entrance road and Visitor Cente r . I t will oe a loop type 

compgroux1a. s uitable for tents and sr.w.11 t r ail ers . Comfor t Stc.ti ons, drinl~ing 

fountains , picnic t able s, garbe..r,e receptacl es , end ch::rcotl stoves wi ll 

be prov:Lded. Approximately 1500 campsites cou l d ultima t e l y be built in 

the a.rea clesiena.ted on t he plan . ':i:'he area s e l ect ed is close to the 

beach a l t hough a ~ood buffer e.rec. shoul d be mainteined between ·che be ach 

and campground . One 1-my l oop roo.ds 1-rlll uind through the stc.•nds of 

c ab·o0,3e palrJS, pe.lmetto end. s eCl!_;rc.pc . A ninioum of cl ec.rin3 end e::;ro.ding 

is desiro.ole . Bee.ch edjo.cent ·~o the cc...."':lpt;r ound will be for c c.::1:pcr use 

because o:I:' its prm :im:L ty . 
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4. The picnic r;round <md day- use ci.rcc. wj.11 ·ae locti.ted north of the 

Visitor Center . The road, :parking areas and picnic 3round will be 

located inland f rom the beach a..~d should not be obtrusive . Comfort 

s~a.tions , dririJdri..e; fountains: picnic tables, gc.rbace c o.n receptc.cl es, 

and charcoal burn.er s 1-rill be :provided . Access to the northern portJon 

of the beo.ch on Ma.rco Island will be by we.y of' c. foot bridge across a 

n arrow inl et . This str etch of beach will be for hikers und oo.the rs only . 

5. Since Viarco e.nd Goodland c.re fishing resort tmms it is antic ipated 

thc.t they would continue to provide guides ; boat rentals, chc.rter boats 

and ma.rina f a c i l ities . 'rhese tmms will Dlso provide stores, lodsings 

end restau.re.nts . 

MfllTAGEt'Il!:NT FACILITIBS : 

1. Facilitie s r equired are o.dministro.tive offices, utility area, o.nd 

residential ar ea . 

2 . illese facilities will be l ocated a.t an existing development knmm 

a s Barco Hie;hlands . Four houses and o. s mall motel are l ocated ther e . 

3. It is anticipated that these prope r ties would be acquired and 

integro.tcd as p c.rt o f the r esidential area . The l end h e.s been cleared 

a.'1.d is on l evel; hic;h; ground . A few paved. streets exi st . 

UTILITIES : 

Hater su!:rpl y -;rill oc the gr eatest utility problem. At pre sent: residents 

:nust dcpenci on c~.stcrns or haul f r esh 1·m'.:;er for drinl~ing . Unle ss a 

source can be found on i,fo.rco Isle.nd; which is unlikel y; we.tcr will 

:probo.bly 112 .. ve to be suppliec1 oy :pipeline from o.n inland c:.rc2. . 

Seuera~e d:i.sposo.1 will be by se:ptic tt'll!~ end field . Pm·rer t'.n<..l. tel ephone 
, I 

s e rvice is '1.0W c.ve.::..lc.ole on :.:c.rc~ Islcr..d . 
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. 
MI SCELLl\N.SOUS : 

Ce r te.in· e.:reo.s of beach are cluttered by dead. me.n.grovcs) supposedly a 

r e sult of IIurrice.ne "Donna . " 1'his situo.tion occurs mostly on t he 

islo.nds which c:r e a ccessible only oy boc.t . I t is c1oubtful t hat t his 

would be objectionable at present.: however ; if use of t hese -oeaches 

increase~some clearing ·work would hzve to be done . 

I 
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