






































































































among the of For data of Florida., 

refertrnce is made tc thF: works of Ur . .Tohn '5: . Small. 

The Mil of the hammock has a me.ril base, With 0. r i ch humus. The 
, 

soil is high in lime, and very fertile. 

'!"be central part of tbe ha.mmock.J..s probably solile s1x feet higher than 

tbe surrounding country, and is dry and readily on foot. 

Two or small. clearing s ha'>'e made in the hammock and an 

orange grove planted in one of them. but it ie not now e-<J.ltivated . 

The bmmn.oclt cover& an area about 500 Those 

suggest that a. larger area might be aonside-red }V including $eve.tal thoue--- ' 
and a.eras of adjoining lands. 'rb.e adjacent ho•ever. are· not of the 

hammock type 1 out are ai ther swampy or are of an agricuJ. t ural type and 

dt, not a;iy .unu!'rn.81 11e6etntion. lt would seem that there it! 

little t-0 be gained 'by add.ins addition.al e.creage, outside of the hammock. 

ACCESSIBILITY 

The hamrl'lock 1e reached from by a road soma 6 or 7 miles 

in l ength. 11.'he rot:id f;!ltirts Lake Jackson and passes Harder llall. The 

l ast pa.rt of tbe road is unimproved, and i s wet nt some timee 9f the rear. 

At present the route from Palk to the Hammock iB b;y way of 

the tota.l distance being about 17 milee. It 1s that 

more direct road aoitld be built, making the distance about 10 mil es. 

The air-line distance from AYon Park to the hammock ls about 9 miles. 

.. · 
,,,,...,. m-.-'-'Z=i%&!s \ 
n;t f:'\ 



There ii; J!r;.;.etico.lly no use b1'ing made of tha hrunmock nt the 

p resent tir;ie , exe~"!'t tbc t lt is ooc!asionilly vir.dte<! by those who 

are intereated in it~ oub-tro? ical VOGCtation. 

~'Y.l!ID OF PROTSCTION 

Tbe cabbage palmettos are sometimes cut !lawn.by trespaasers. in 

order to get the edible 11 eabbage 11 thn.t the palm contains. The value 

of the cabbage is onl7 ab~ut ten eenh, and the palms. one or more 

generations old, are ruthlessly destroyed for thi~ small incentive. 

At tho time of our visit there \fas evidence of some r~oent cutting of 

'I'.b.a ne1ghbor1n~ lands nrt'> usu.ally burnt.- over ne~J.y every y0ar. 

and· the:te is $omn dDJ:leer tbo.t the bi»mlodk will be destroyed bf fire, 

th~ it baa not boen injured as yet. The •et lands 1mmediatel7 

$url'Otmding the hamroQck probably sot as a fiTS cuard. 

Dr. ~l~r $l}id thn:t unless fir~e in the n~ighboring lands 

could 'b9 absolutely prevented , that 1 t is perhaps oo tter to bu.rn them 

every ;rea.r rather than to allow tbe debris from the dwarf palmettos 

and other irowth to accumulate for several fP.are, eince the result i ng 

fire would then be much more destructive. 



PR! V A'l."E LA: JD S1.U TUS 

I v»a.e told tl:n t tf'H3 land ~s owned 1y the }:iookC?r Eammock l!"'arms 

Company , a corporation i n Thi ch some cf t he local mi::u n.re interested. 

If t ho land ?<er13 pu:rch!lsed for -park purpose:?, it is said th:::. t it 

could ·ois bou.ght for $50 'POr ac~e. whicl1 re}'lrc eonts about the original 
,w · 

eoet of the land~ to the company. I ts present value is said to be 

several times that value, perhaps -~2~ pe·r acre. 

So:oe 16,000 acres of 00.join.ing land. co\ll d ba purchased at abou.t 

G20 per .acre. 

On the? above bade, the 500 acl'es of hamnock could be purobased 

fer s'btlut ~2?,0JO, and if a large~ area of adjacent le.nds ~ere added, 

t.he additional cost would be about :~320,000 for 16,009 acres .. 

So fat as I learneQ.., no pl an har~ been worked out r~nrding a 

rnetbod of raisin~ funds with which to purchuae the le.nd. The project 

iG ln t~utatlva fort:l and lfll.blic interest hna not yet crystallized on 

a.ey' def i nite pl&n. 

OliIGIN or TnE PEOPOSAL 

Unde~ date of Deaanber l l, 1929, Mavor O. n. Donaldson wro t e a 

letter, cop~ of whicp is enclosed herewith, to Ur . s. F. Coe, suggestiD€ 

thnt tbe Rooker Hanmock be included in t be nroposed Tro-pic ~vergl e..des 

National Perle. He sent a copy of the letter to Secretary ~ilbur. wbc 

requested Director Albright to have the area inspected. 

The air- line distance from the Eookor Eemm-0ok to t hg nearest part 

of the pro:poaed Tropic Evcrgla.den National Park is more 'than 100 miles . 

On account of this intervening distance, it does not seem practicabl e 

m=.c 1J1~;:;1nrn .. • ;.:·1 
/\11lho11l'f f.Q·t1.Ji~~l2 2 ~ 
~11/JIA, Dliol~ ID.J - - - · . ........... __ 
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to consider the two areas as a unit, but each should be considered as 

separate, detached and independent areas. 

MS.1'or .Donaldson said that he and the others who are interested had 

made the suggestion in order to ascertain lf tha plan were practicable, 

in which Ca$e they would be glad to ooopera\e. They realise the desira-

bilit7 of pr-0tecting the bar&"ltOck, and would welcome· help from any source. ..... . 

The feeling seemed to be general thnt no assistance is to be ex-

pected from the state le41slature in the eetablisbment and operat1o~ of 

a state park that would izielwle the Booker Hammock. 

POSsnnx~ms or~ 

fttB .td'ta let .. _-. ov.~11t@4tas features edt!~t to make 1t ot 

~~- ~rfil-i; It l~ !\'>t large eaough to be e.ouict.:re4 tor a 

.,~.-,_ ... 
·it-:~--- a 4Hi'"l• etate or cou'7 pa.fk, or .it ooul.4 be 

~~~ ~;~~t ae'uon of the tmme of A~ Park end SebiUc • 
••-." ~:-:r~·- ~~:~·~~~-~:•;_ .. ;:-,-·, ... :>:.:·.; •:.~.(":'.?.: •: ... '• S • 

. ~ ._..,,; .:.f.l4ft.lt pro,lem woul.4 probably be the ral siq et tbe 

fUle to ~hGe•''.tbe lad. It le estimated that ~.ooo would be re-
~ 

. ~red. fJ>J' \be 500 «Mile ,..,..ck. '.i.'hele seems to 'b~ no reason tor en-

lsdiJc _tbs ana b7 lao11ldlng a4Jaeent agri.OQ]. tuaral l.ancls. 

no ....... araouat of 4svel~pment eeema desirable. '!he present 

appa .. ..a.. leatlhg into tb$ heranook could be lqJnftd and ralae4 ao 

as to be paeaa'ble for autdm'blleo at en, time of 7ear. The eontnl of 

the ana w111 be fac1~1tated U' there is mt oae approach road. 

A fft atthetlve foot-paths could be cleared and constructed so that 

the 'beaa.t7 of the vegetation could be fully aeen and appreciated. Little 

alee is needed in .the·wa)' of development. 

A11lho1lly flHt.'(:$~¢43 ~- . 
OEGU\S~li:IEO .• • :'.~I .. . 

n¥t M 14111\A, D.\tDJ- [O· ' 
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The chief attractivn of tha area lies in the p rimitive condition 

of its vegete tion. The plehtin0 of royal palms, as iR ~leBestvd , or 

o f any oth1;1r plants uot nat ive t o the n.1·ea, wou.ld saom unfortur.ate. 

The pu.rchuae of the land would liave to be arranged for by the 

public s-pii•1 tod citizens of t be eonnmmi ty, ·whether the hammod~ were 

to be a national park, a Bta te park or a count7 or coumunity µark. The 
.~ 

protection and r.:udnt~nanco of tho htlL!llilOck i£"ould involve li ttla more than 
.. 

a resident guard or carettlker, equip1>ed ~i &h ::portable putilp or other 

p1'otaction a€f.\1nst :fire. A telephone line could be built to the entrance 

to the ~ck. 

Op the whole. i f &ha cor.ununi ty can handle the pur.cbuse of the laJtd. 

there ~e&roe to be no reason ~by it cfl!lnot handle the or-eration oi tha 

area .a.e a county -Ol' COlnMJ.ni ty p&rlc. ! f prope1' -publ~d t)>· woro given to 

the area. it c6uld be made one of the notable a ttractions of the otat6 t o 

motorist~ and other visi tt:Jre-. 'Mle pr-0nmi.ty of the Sinaing Towor, oome 

2~ 1niles diqtaut, is a decided advantiige . The thou.aands of viei tore 

th~t go out of their way to visit this man-ma.de attraction, give an 

indioa.tion of the .resnl ts t ba t could bo accomplished with pu blio1 t)'. 

If the Rooker Hammock were made into a county or commwii ty park, 

it ~ou.14 not Qnly afford an attr active recreational area for tbe rgsi• 

dents of the Vicinity, but it could be made such an attraction to 

visitors tbat 1t would prove to be a deoi~ed asa~t to the local commun1-

ties. '!'he himmock is well \rort h p reserving, and it sbould repay the 

communities for tbe effort and expense involved. 

The problem of saving and pro tee ting the hammock seems to be a. 

l ocal one, r a ther than a national -p roblem. 

F.."!T: MUS 

G 
1J1:c1..J1:·;:;1rn:o .. • ·".'.'J 
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ClIA! IBF.R c.r co· ' ~::RCE 
AVOH Ptd:UC PLOTIIDA 

Hun. Flay Lyman ~7ilbur, 

Secretary of the Interior , 
\';ashi ngton, D.c., 

My dear S ir: 

I am sending to you, her ewi'til , copy of a letter addre&sed 

to t he Tropic ~ergludeo Nat i onal ?ark Con:aicsion, T3lla.hasaee , 

Florida , and would be glad to have you g i1re it soro considera tion. 

Df.GIJ\~;:;11: 1i:o ' • ~."j 

r.11 11101111 &>·r2.czi~~<2S ! 
ny:t"~ 11/JIA, Olio J • ID: - ·--· ............. _._ 

Yours very truly, 

c. s. Donflldsou, 
Hayo~. 



Decel.'1ber 11, 
1929· 

Tropic Everglades l'lational Park Com:.ii 2sion. 
Te.l.lehassee, Florido. 

Gentlemen: 

I note i n the Washington Post of December 1, t hat your 
coJtllliseion was ereated ·to cooperate with the Federal Government in 
the ·establishment of a 1la.tional Fark in the Evergl ades . This is a 
natural. and desirable object and all ~arts of Florida, I thi nk , will 
be glad to assist yo11 in f urthering the project. 

It occurs to me, however , that it would be desirable to br~den the 
scope of such an ~nterprise, ta.king il1 a few other outlying larger 
hammocks that have not yet beon despoiled by nl8n in crop production. 

The trouble uith the Everglades as a big National Par k is t ha t its 
use would be con.siderab.ly limited to a. few people, because of its s wampy 
nature. It uould, theref'ore, s eem advisable to include a few rich ha.lmnocks 
\'/here the eountry is romoohat hi@er, and where there is ruore altitude. 
For example , I would call youi• a ttention to Hooker llrunmook, 500._,a.cref.'i 
some five miles "\'Jest of Sebring, which is Oren. nnd accessible even in the 
greatest rainy season. 

There is in that hammock more tropical. luxuriance than any spot 
I bave found in the Everglades. The lofty trees run over 100 feet high• 
and there ara millions of plams o'f several VS.J." ieties. The h8llIIIlock is 
full o't R.apaneaa, oetoteaa, Hollies, Crataegua, and nm.ny other beautiful 
trees. some massed with berries. In faet it is more beautiful than the 
Royal Palm Park eizer 11as. 

The }.f8Illreack is owned by private parties nho will naturally have 
it cleared and put into agriculture but it would be a great pity t~ 
'destroy one of the moat beautiful and moat tropical spots in America . 

I hope that you will give some t hough t to sav ing t his handsome 
National Plrk. 

Yours very truly, 

c. s. Donaldson, Mayor. 

cc Hon. Fletcher, Nye, Sec. of Interior. 

IJECIJ\$:i1Fll:O .. • ..... J 

f111lho1lly ro-r2.'li~&s I 
n;t"~ JINI/\ , 0~10J~ ID.: ---·-. . .. .... _ .... __ 
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GENERAL HEA"QUARTERS 
901-903 UNION TRUST BUILDING 
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HAH1U S OURG, PENNS YLVAN IA 

As of course you reali ze, I am old and 
lazy, and that is ·why , instead of writing a separate 
letter to you as I ought to have done, I am imposing on 
ybu by asking you to1 read the enclosed copy of a lett er 
just sent to M.r . .... F. L. Olmsted . You will know, o:f 
course , what Mr . Toll found in Hooker Hammock , but I 
think the main mat~e r of real importance is to have 
your consideration of the possibility of such 
an enterprise , prov ided the r eports on it make it 
proper. These Florida folks have not been left 
under any mi·sappr ehens ion as to the power and f unction 
of the Na tional Parle Service, and they do not expec t 
the Federal Government to go in and buy the lands. They 
know they mus t get aft e r them at their own cost, and. 
the conditi ons are such that a stateewide movement could, 
I t hi nk , be organized in Flor i da to real advantage if 
the enterprise c omr.1ends itself as worthy. 

that I 
than a 

'lli th best wishes , including one for myself 
might soon get to see you far omething better 
mere handshake , I am ' 

Yours truly , 

Hon . Horace lvi . Albright, 
Director, Na tional Pa rk Service , 
Washingt on , D. c.. ~ OL ~ ~ 

~j~~~ 
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. :1 roh l u , 1930 

Dear l' r. Olmsted : 

I am always bothering you about somethine which pulls 
upon your enormous reserve of public s pirit. This i s another 
of those occasions .• 

Part of the treot~ent 3fter an operation I endured l ast 
October was conv·~lescence in Florida . I h ave just returned 
from Sebring, about 40 mile s from where you have immortalized 
yourself again in the design and planning of tha t most im­
pressive Bok Singing Tower . It vms an i rnmenso satisfaction 
to see that the permanent inscriptions recognized the men who 
had c arried out J~r . 13ok ' s intention. 'l'ha t the place is visited 
you kno~, but you may not kno~ th~t the gardener told me a bare 
wee~ ago thnt the automobiles nofl average from 1.100 to 1 ,400 
per day. .lhat I uas common ting upon v;a ·· the condition of the 
curpet grass on the main appr oach und!"r such trar1ping . 

':'fhi le a t Harder Hall I was induced to eo to Hooker Hammock 
someth ing like si:c or seven mi les s outh of Sebring. It seems 
that by rea~on of c urtain off ic•al ac ~ ion, the suoerintendent 
of the Yello1.1stono ha tional Park, !:r .Toll. hes recently visited 
the site of a proposdJ. nr:ti onnl par k in the ~'lorida 3ve f" lades, 
not very many mi l es :from C9pe . .,able. ;;'ur ther, it seems he ~·1a s 
diverted a t : ·r • ..\lbrieht' s di1·ecti on to see this Hooker IL nu ock, 
near Sebr ing, also )l anned for n national par k • 

. I was able promptly to c onvince the eentlemen who took me 
to soe this magnifioent bti!.t of s b- tro 1ica l hll Plf"ock with its 
tremendous live oaks , oolumnar cabhage palme t tos, :md the like, 
thnt ns a national D31'~ possibility by itself it was inanpro­
pria te and hopeless. It rrns nece s ary to explain to these 
gent lemen that thetji~~eral g o / ..:-nment J i d not b1ty nati onal porks , 

nd that \'lhen sroas rell viithin the na tiona l nor}~ status oere 
taken o'!er it \"1aS nh1a:vs b ooausc the l and had been dona t ed by 

~tn° 2t~tes or c l tizens~of the s t ntes. 
r---1J-l'.t:-1.11-~;:,-·1i:-11:-o -.. -•. -.~I 

Aulho1111 fD·r2.Ji~~C!.2 I 
n~ 11/JVI, Olio J- ID.: -·--·. ·-:-·-·-
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!.'r • lJ l.msted 

I t occ .1r--·e to mo, ho\Jcvnr, in viow of :::iev cra l f e· tures 
well ~~no\m to you, that .. :1e..:.--e \"iO S hore a r'"utte r orth invest i­
ea ti on. ·~he si to o; the oro po s~d ~vcr1 ·lades · : ti ona l Pork \'1ou l d 
be sooet ing like l uu mi li3s ooutho of i ioo~:er .:on11 ocl~. 1 ess thun 
50 miles n 1;.cth is the !.301~ ~Hneinc; Tower. l•' o:r all of 60 mile s 
bet ·:een ·t he se termini t here is t he superb ridfi'e c , untry \7hich 
you knoy~ ver;:,- -.-1 011 <Jn l . ~1 ich i s uni qt10 in "lcr idd ~ and I saspect 
in the Jni t od .J t n teso .rt hes a c oo d utate ro cd , ond is bordered 
by most i rnpres:.; 1vc nnd flou.rishi nc citrus planta tions . ;\long 
this l i ne a:re tho co1illiUli.ities s;arted by Roger .; • . Jabson a nd ·. r . 
DeHey of -ake Plaoid, i n both ploces \'ii th a distinct a t t empt 
at h.it-;h\lay bc<,utifica tion and d i r,rdty . Hocker Hammock is not 
on t his hi c hway , but l s only a s l1art di otanoe from it • . ~ · 

It thorcfore oou\U' _~e ct. to rne to propose th.at t hese e cntlemen 
interest themselves i n lo ol<:i ng o·ler the poss ibi.li ti.es of a 
Flori da :tati onal 1'1.1rk, includin :th o 8vorglodes hammock and the 
Uplan ds hammoc k , ~11 tll a possible touoh u Jon the ::: ominole r eserva­
tion in the j vorclados, \Jith some ~ort of o visiting out not a 
controll ing con toot ni th the DoJt 1ro\rnr , and otl\\'.~rt?i so t aking into 
account th.is humr.1ocl::, lake a nd r1dgo country ~ihich I think yon. 
w i 11 egJ.'ee l s uni que . 

Looking into the futn.:ce, it mi ght easily occur that these 
peculiar fea turoo of ridge and numerous lakes (there are a t least 
a hal.£-lrmdred of t .. ~em) ,101.J.lll be so chane;e<l by tho _prol~rcss of 
del/clo ment ~~s to loso a.11 tho ir otural qualities. It is c ortltin, 
of course, ·that those h3rrunocks , \Ji th their priir.eval grov1th , will 
be cloared r,ni:l tho gronnd uaod unless somothi _ne; is done to _p1--eserve 
the conditions. 

~·r • ...,tablor, of ~ ... -, ntaln ~·· ke, who o'f course is knonn to 
you. , and l:ayor J~ onaldson of .!.1Von Purk, El man ·nho seems to be 
exooedi!l[;ly well s c <1n.aintod ';Jith plonts and to '"Oe ~ f 'ine citizen , 
portioi pated in a journey t o •:ooker E1:un.':lock, a l ollf: \7 1 t h pr ohai ly 
30 other citi zens of the vioini t y , on : orch 3 , where I t old the 
gi~oup the f act s as to national park conditi ons and sugt ·ested 
that they rn.n o a simple or~anization a nd ar ranee to h ve y ou 
or someone from your ot'fiae lookt .. over the territory with a 
vievi to a ca ndid statt.::iment ns to tho propriety of considering 
the scheme f r om the nutional park bas is. I d i d not nant to 
bcther ::r. A lbri ~ht with this unt il there woe s me sor t of 
bac~dng f or anything ho Pli eht car e to do, i f anything i s to be 
dC' nc . I llave marle no promis~s whot ev er, save to brin~ t he inottor 
to youx attention oni.l that of' :.:r o 1\l bri ght, believing as I do 
that t he opportunity merits r e spectful cons i der a tion. 

Ii t h best wi shes, l am 

:.ir . Fretleriitt!i:::;.!av, Olmotcd , 
Brookline .. : ·a ... s . 

0Ec1.11~;:;1nrn .. • -".:·1 

,.,.,., ro-i<'li<st~s I 
~_!ll~lA. -~~-~~t!D.· t 

Y ou:rs trul y , 

J . .. ~arace :. c F: r land 



IN ANOW ER I NC REFER TO 

U N I T ED S T A T ES 

DEPA RT MENT OF TH E INTERIOR 

NATI ON A L PARK SERV ICE 

WASHINGTON 

!lareh 11, 1950. 

Harrlaburs1 ~onns;rlvania. 

Dear I>r. MoFe.rl.and:a 

I '#a.a ~atly inte;1;·euted in 7our let.ter ¢£ M$rob 101 t1lld enclosed 
®'"f» of te"UXI let~ 'ti) .~ • .F. L. Oluted. 

It le t~e thllt I aent lh-t IU>.ger 'ff, Toll, Sl@iarlnte»d~nt ot 
Yellontfm• i>IU'~, to look over 1mol£• ~okt Mr,. Qai=~Jte'1 ~d l 
cel1ld not iilld qui to .-ollJ}l tilae to rle1 t this i!&mlaock oo b.~ llJ'. Till 
tte)W#@lt Ufl• l'ol' Oµl' OYA p.tu.· t 1 ~ vid 'bed St. '.Petm"it"\U",I ~nd l~ked 
intio the no£tfJtted :nat.iQW TAOnument tbf.lrai, W~nta I~l~, ~it on tt:J 
st. ~tt~· ~ tho Bok Si11ging Tower, BO ~ S\'t a e<><>d gliJ:.j>DO 
of the UpJ.and13, 01te o! the pl."OJeeta mentioned 1n j'O'Uf' lettm- W Mr, 
\1J.DasW« 

tt lAUs an tboQgh vre have a nation~ park projaot b th~ JWOl' .. 
gl..-cies ~ tht> f'il"(lt iWfle you are down X -.ould like to .have en op})Ol'ta1:tf 
to d1111ctts1' i t w1th )'0\1t• I shall al::oo talk it ov{)'tr id.th th-. Ol:meted when 
he iv h<n"e !lexti ~ 

I hope that yeu ere a~ead~ ga:tn1,na end that it wo11 lt b• loni 
bef'o10 ~ a:re bi fOlW tonier h~ tht I keep in touch Yi th ,-o~ all the 
time t~llgh lies J'ameJ who in our "UOrk is nlwsye s,ympa'bhetd.o end help.ful, 

m:c1..M;:;1rn:o , . -".~ 

Aulhorlly fD-11'f'i%&; ) 

~ 11/JIA, Dll~J- JO.: --- . . -· .... -·-·-

With bent r eg_tU"ds, I am 

Boraoe H. Albrig~t 
Director. 



m:c1.M;:;1ni:o .. • ~.:·1 

""'"'"' ro-12'7%s&s ! 
~ !ll~lll. _~~~~.t!D." 

( ·-X:·PY) 

"'I·n· rr ,• vo~: P.e.~~x: 

71ghlands County 
Avon P~k , Plor1dn 

''arch 11, 1930 

National Park ~ervice, 
Washington, D. C. .H · 

/\ t hntion of !.r . -:ioc;er l!f . Tell: 

l>ea r Mr. 1.roll : -

I • • * ... • 

I am enclosi ntz ph-O tographs of Rooker 
Ramm.oak~ as tn11,;~est0d, al.~o a olip~ing from n l6cal 
p~er 3howing t)'le formatiott of the :Park bsoc1atlon 
t 'ollotnilg (>Ut the 1de.'1a of J . Ro:ra¢e llfacFe.:.-land, who 
" ns present. Dr. Mac!i'arl~nd tM.nks through tying 
together tl:lei;J~ l'olntu o'f intoT>HJt in norlda we ean 
get the co-ope~ntion nr.d assiatunce of the Y tior..al 
Parle Conmia~ion~ 

Yo\1.l'B veq truly, 

( 5i gned) c. s. 'Oonaldson 
ll.qor 

.. 



DATA OF HIGHLANDS comm 
Ieeued by State Department of .Agrioul ture1 1925. 

Areas 668, 1 &'1 acres. 

Population, 1925t 6,752. 

fotal assessed valuation: $3,151,~is. 

Tax aaseeeraent1 county, 3lt mills; state, lo5- mills. 

Railroads: Atlaatic Ooaat Line; Seabord Air Line. 

14ucatleaal Inetltutlons1 High Schools, 2; Eleme~•ar, Schools, 8. 

Crop Values1 $1.1,1.197. 

MiJiei-al. 81 ClaJ 1 QlidUl1 :peat. 

:ca ....... ,~·, .. 

~-•f·p0at······ 7. . , . . . .. ,,; 

.COUu.>taalt s~i~.b ~atlon (1925). 1,8~1. 
'#•:, • ·::·•·';' :·- •• 1.' ...... . . ,.~-·ll .Ot AW-ft1it· (1925): 1 .• 5)~. 

'. . . . ~ ' . ' ' ' ; ', ! : . •· . . 

'~1o·eM:j~a'•••• troa De Soto Ooat, la 1921. 



·, 

1 

T h e World's Ci t rus Cen t e r 
,,\\'On l Jark has nt:al"ly one n111l1on 

c·it 1·us trccti-rnain ly ora11t;c, gra,h.:­
fJ'llll anU L;.t11g-erino, with :i. fo w h.: Jn­
v11::;, lirncs, ku111q ual::t, uu1t;clo~ antl 
sa lsu n1as. 'l'his constitult·s the ln.q;­
c::;t citrus f ruil a r ea .. in tile worlc.1. The 
«.-rop tor the l !J:!!J - 30 sca~on u:; about 
300,000 Uoxcs. \\"hen our tr\.:CH come 
into full uearini; thu annual Y •<:ld 
should be three million bu>.~~- Th~ 
i;rovt: ope:ralions a11d paek111i; and 
::;h11Jp1ni; th1~ fruit Llcrc '' 111 rcqu1n: 
an :1rrny of work1ncn . Thu; alon\: will 
~UUbt.! tl:lc Stc:..u.ly bl"OWlh 01 Avon llark 
and create a J)rospcn"rn c1 LY. 'The 
wise man will buy pn.1 lJl.'l"l) 1n a co1n­
mu11ity with a i; r \!a l 111t11rc. In ad­
U1tion to the fruit tt:..u:l\lll~i hou~1·8 at 
A\·on Parl\ , ther e 1::; a lai·gc f n11t ca n­
nt.·1·,· Anolhcr cann1ng t'lllH'crll will 
c:,ul~hsh a. plant he r e this t:dl. 
f-a1 m1 n u. Da1ry1ny. Pou.t1·y, Cattle 

..-\\00 J 'arl\. 1::, SUJTOUIHH.:d I>)" SUlllC. 

01 Lht,; 1110.Sl 1<:J'll1c suu 111 ;di J"1ur1c.la. 
\ c£;clalJ1c 1a.r111.ng 1s \\di c :;t,ll1l1!-'ht:U. 
Co11u11crc1a l Uulv grv\'. 111e; 1i.u \;1~.su~ . 
,l;MU1ulus, clc - 1:-. uc..:urn.nb Por>ULlr. 

...;h1t.:h:.en rant.:IH:S arc 11111lt1plyrng 
h eh:, and Lllcr c !Sa i& ,vuu t;hb t·.ip.u.: 1ty 
h.tLdl •r)', with mun.: clu<.:k o nlcn:;. tha n 
c:u1 UC l11leU. 

,\l(Jt.h:l ll.dt'lcS at r\ \"(HI L'arlt luvilc 
v1.snor s to ::;l·C th•:ir llh.hkrn ::;110.s. :-ian-
1t.u-y IJa r m:;, c h.·l.·tric m1llt1 n b O::Llltl 
acr.Lt ini; n1 •. u.: h11ll..:l'.}. 

h. .. l118c \;itlllc a11tl h ut;s cunt11n1e as 
u.n11u..t1 rcvtnuc µrvt.lucet s in surround­
IJlg' -.u·c:.1~. Jn auU1t1011 to .sh 1v1» 111; out 
v ... , e .. lOt,.;.k lhl: 1\.' un l""arK 111urkct is 
sup 1.11 cl1 \ \l'l th over t vO h c:i o o t' tat­
t c nco hogs and beeves monlnl.r, duly 
mspectetl IJY a CILY 1ncal lll~IJt!ClOL 
'.i 11.:; 1:> a gvoO location 1or a meat 
11.-.d~ing cs'"avl.shnH: n l, a8 lht·r c arc 
seve ral hundre d tho u s:\ntJ call•C and 
h ogs w ithin d r iving dislancc. 

I n o ustr 1a l L\fe a nd Resources 
Lum ucr u n cl v t:n et:r tnilld at Avon 

Pu rl{ a r c J1roduc1nt; t en 11\1lllo n f\· \! l 
B . l\l., also over fuur m1 1l1 ou orang\! 
c.1 .:Ltcs annually. The thirty millJon 
1n nc stun1ps n ow on cu t -ov<•r l:t11d 
IHJ. r c await a distillation and wall 
board plant. Our c h ief m ineral r~ ­
sourcc is caice:rous c1ay tur m:..1k1ng, 
lq;h grade ~and limo.: bnck. Cull 
fru i t supplies ofrcr i n c r cnsin!r vu\ . .l\ .. r· 
tun1lics for cann<:r5 a n · t l>CJlth:i'S of 
frui t a n d juices. 

L igh t and po,ver a rc rurni "'h '.?tl at 
low r ates uy a service \.!Olli;t;\' 11 \\ hiC'h 
has a man11noth e lectr ic· Jl' l'\' •.!r 11Ianl 
at Avon Parle Current 1s sold ti' ... 
Tampa and 70 olh<:r c l lies In ~iid · 
1· lor1cla. The company is ))'l. 1111ing lo 
tlouu1e th t;; S1Ze o. ll::> n1vdcr11 :l' '.:. lll 
h ero 'l'he a<Jva.nt:H;t.' of "- rwap }( .. ·:!I 
pu\'.Cr is hound LO h r.n;:; u O•' \.' :1ul11'i­
triN; to .A\·on Park. 'l h1s COJn J)n.ny 
is n.lso about to const r uct a U1g kc 
f!Lclory and pre-cooling plan t h c:rc. 

.. An O ld Man's P.1radise'' 
Said a \\l11 u.:-h aircd rhap 111 J\\OH 

1 '- ~rk J l e and hi::;: w i fe a r c typical of 
tna ny el<.h·rly 1olks here "ho C.lre 
lhllblht.• n 1ng- out their aututnu <.lays in 
collages a nd 1nans1ons. c1n1Jo\\'l• rctl in 
'' 111ter 1ilo01n111r po1n::;cttia.s, roses a11d 
f1:1 me \'Jnc, anti with :ilJundane(' of 
r>nL11g1:s. l \.· Jnons. avocados, tJawpaws 
1 pap:1y; : ~). Jap:l1H:sc J)<:rx immons. 
guava8, and oth er fru1l In Uu·ir yards. 
and 1>1<-nlY to spare for i;ifl hox<-s ba ck 
t o n : lath·cs i n thr.; ='orth who arc not 
so f ortuna te' :'\~ they. 

C h u rches, Schools, Fratern i ties 
l ':. s ,ors ol th1· churc·hcs. u.1pt1st. 

Episcopal, :\Je:thoclist, Cun~n·galion~1l. 
t 'h11r<: h uf Christ, Ad\· (· lttl Sl . N;l?.:l­
rc•ne Hnd C h r h lian Scie nli st wc-koine 
i11quir it ·.s about their C'hurch work. 

Pub:tc- sc·h ools, with frc·e tuition to 
touri ~ ts . ar<:: of th P hig;h(·St ~landnrd. 
Fr<·c· lt·xt books through clc·mt•nt:l rY 
).: r ad<·s. :\lusic inslrucuon in<"ludt:s 
pi:1no. v .oJin. hrass t..an•l and cxpr1·~­
slon Full at hll·Lic training ll i µh 
!-=dlf)OI •llfc.:rs BOt>l\kcepinf: :i nd ~t1·­
no,:raphy. full f'o nimc·r<'ia l C"Ollr~P . 
l'' o ."'·:1n; ~panish. llom c 1::<'011omks 
C'nursc-. Hi,g-h ~rhool full n int..: m onths 
tPrrn C:rac1u:th·s enter collt·J; t•S \\ ith­
nut Pxamin:'ltinn . 

Fr:ttPr n:il Orch·rs. etc .. nt Avon Pnrk. 
ln<"iude O<l<l Pellows and R1·b!'l<a hs. 
)f:l!-=f\llS . Blue L o1lt-;e, C li n pt •' r. rom­
rw•n•h.:t''. nncl F.:r~ff'rn ~ t ar. Hol ;l rv 
rJuh f\\" 1 •clnr·~d:ry~). A,·Q11 Ci,·it· C: l ul~ . 
,,-nm~n·~ r• 11h. J\m c ri ran 1.(' f!ifui. antl 

-.ilwti 1t_c....~~ nrtl J'>-!l..~ .... 1 · ;·"''lR \\' ,>m en's 

oi:c1.11~;:.; 1ni:o .. • ·"."I 
Aulho•llj' 0-tl./..$~~<:) l 
n;:.l; £"' ~11~111. -~:~~J.:!O.· 

Avon Park is in the crnt<'r of the Florida Peninsula. 
N inety Jh·r ct.·11l. 01 the ;;;talc 's popul~Ltion ljves withi n a 200-
m.lc 1.u11us 0 1 A \ 'VII J 'a r k . \\.ith hradquartc:rs h er e at the 
"CrfJsS Ho:Hls .. or South Florida, one c·a n make <.!ally m o t o r 
t r ips fiV ••r 1wrfcc·L hit;:h\'.'a~· s to vario118 points of inter est a.ntl 
a,·01d O\'Prn ight h otel PX l't·nsc. 

Su r r hn th inJ:: ;.i n d clN•p :-;ca fi s h i11 t; r each ed in 21h h ours, 
ei lht' f' to Cradcnto11 r.,·;1d1 on t hf' Uulf. o r Forl l'i <' r t·c on 
Allnntlc Oc<'an . A\·on Parl< ·1 ~ t h e mos t c·on\'cn icnt residentia l 
ccntl·r 111 F l o r ida. ~0111(' roaU distanl'cs arc :1• follows: 

.\fj)p!-; 

Tampa .....•. .. ···~ · ····- ··· · .. ············· 76 
SL. l"'t·t<•rs hun; ......... . .......... 9 1 
Orl:i n d o ~7 
Fort ~!~·••rs ........ ...... . .. 9" 
1Jn1<lc·n1011 }J(':lt.'11 .•• &7 
F"i. f'i.-1·cc Head• 10 1 

lltiles 
Palm B each ··························- 138 
~liami ................................•. :!00 
Pa.rtonn. 11t'aCh .......... ....... . .. 153 
.J:11•k"in'·ille ........................... 2fi5 
I.HI<~ ( 0 1Ly ................................ 2•15 
ValdosLa . Ga . ........................ 307 

A Cozy Home in South Florida 

1\ y o un$! Pt•nn~~ lvnnia husinf>SS man sa id r ece.nt ly In Avon 
P ;1rk · It looli~ l!kt· my 11c· ~ t pla11 Is to t,uy a nice· bungulow 
ht~rc. and k t• t.•P m~· wifl• ancl r hiltl rC"n th l•rc ror t h f" wi ntf'r 
nwnv f r om th(' ~ ' t· t' t ;1nd ~lush. whPr<· th"Y can bask in the 
sun:i°h in,· . 1c1· f·P 011tdoors . a 11 d f:f' l a h!":tllhy lnn. O f course. I 
cnnn(Jt r r n1:d11 :di wir1t f' r in~·~(\Jf, hut 1·an run do,vn and j oi n 
1 h r• f~Hn t h · ;1 ft>\\' W•' ' k~ :\l a t im<·. Th<' <''>Sl w ill n n t <'XC<'Cd 
r u n ning t h e furn:l ("C LO h f':ll thf' housC' hac1\ in Pcnnsyh·nnin." 
\\.h l ~pj..or--th i~ man i8 :\ ~<'o t rh mnn . :\ow. figure It out fo r 
;-ourself. Others Irn,·c alread y IJoui:ht <·ot t:'lges and done it. 

For Further ln form n tlon Address 

CHAMBER OF COM MERC E 

AVON P ARK , FLA. 

Florida W inter Pleasures 
'l'wu ~uvcrt i llC ou11 courses at Avon 

1 1ark. To the 'l'h~ l""i 11 1.: l,.;rt.:.sl. t.:ou1·se, 
\\'l lh !)(!\'\,:II water h.lZUl'U!> I ll 1110{j 
hvlc~, 1s oci11,; a.Udc c.l 111 n u H\ orc holl.!6. 
::;puny ,;0111111; o n the hilly l S-holo 
Jllc;h luuo Laltcs cou r se. 

.\. 11\cly \.'<.t ilter vii U. 8. Gover n · 
n1e11l military hurst.:8, hired trom the 
.$t,;. t. h L.r1bJ Ue 11~;.ldl& Uart ... n~: 1n Avoc 
1 -.1rl<, '' 111 lir11q; lJ.u.:.k Lhat ht:altb 
~IU\\ lO the cheeks. 

1. he A.v1;l Uu11 udd In Avon Par k's 
:;u 1.1 urt s, tiJJUll~oretJ Uy 1\rner1can LC· 
blvll, has IJ"et.~ Ut.:lll 1nte1 l'Sllllt; c\'i:;lllS. 
l .. knly ch .. lnce::i. for J.ll air rule. 

L u k '::; ::::i1ni.;111g Towl·r 1s only 2i 
m11c:; 1ru111 Avon 1..1,lrlc- a. t>lt?as.anl 
t·vc111111; drive lu h ea r thu be lls. 

1 lie .,lll:-.i \.! C lul.1 vl A\ vu l-'i.l l k. wt.:1-
C011i t.:::i. ail IU\ en; o f n1u!;)1c. ::-S1,;hurnau11, 
l \lltJl llS l clll :.t llLI .i.\ l c.UlH\ell nvw given 
111v.sl allcnt1u11. 'l'hc till'IH a nd liOY:5 
ll 1~h ::; 1,,;h uul Uau d 18 d o11q; wcH. 

J he \\ \.HlW11's Clt1 U of A\'011 P:trk 
works 1o r c1\·ic prot;rc8."4 , and h as 
s1.: l,:nc.11d h.:clu rcs 11·0 111 tn.t.\"t.:lt?d An1~r­
ica n s. 

.i U lH IC L 1Urary open to eve ry body. 
\\ i 1U t u rkey .... , l h .aT, <iua. l, tluck , 

fu:\.C.S, ... d1 111 a.uundancc aw.:.ut lhe hun· 
lcJ'. .\vun l'ark 01 1c n t thvu.sa nd ::; o( 
i.llTCS of open .shoou nu . An ll·pound 
1.Jal'l< l1a$::; 1::; th e U1gg"t:St trophy thus 
far in Lhc 1~30 .sc;•.sun al A vou P a rk. 
A huge :!5-lb. !Jass r c :-:ld1 11g in Lake 
Lott . .-IJ.t i:, baffli110 tli1,; 11::1h1no ::;kill of 
lo .. al :.tngrcr s. J'leuly uf s1na lh: r fry 
in the nu.:a11tinH~. One hu11t.lred Ja k es 
wit hin ZO milc.s. Salt water f1sh1ng in 
Gull or Ucc.u 1 le s s th•ln lhrce h o urs 
<hsta nc Avon Park 1~ the b t:Sl South 
l ,lon da h cadQ uancrs for all spor ts. 

F r a.tcr11 al g·am cs for visi to rs and 
home folks-Shuffle board, Quoit.~. 
charnond uall. mlmaturc i;ol f, cl ock 
gol f. Bathing beach es an•! boating. 

Avon Park has a 1nun1cipal alhle tic 
fi t!ld wi th concr<:Lc 1;r and sland. 
Accommod a t 1ons, F .Jci11ties. H ealth 

Furnishe d aparl1nunls and bun t;a· 
low~. some o n lakes, a t $ 15 tO $75 per 
month. Nine hoLels, i nc l u ding C lub 
1-Juuses clc lux e. w1 Lh ralcs from $12.50 
down to $3 per <lay, 1\ m en can p lan . 
Boa.rUmg h ou sc:s and roon1ing houses 
al reasonable rates. Fresh vegetal>les. 
eggs, poultr y, and ccrt11 1cd m1 Jk from 
ncarlJy fa rms. ,,.c arc strong on g ood 
cooking and eati ng at Avun Park. and 
our visitors h ave never complained 
auout lhe price. 

A\·on P ark"s new N:'ILional B a n k 
a f f ords all 1n onoy fac ili ties. Bon t on 
stores p r ovid e ever y n ecessi ty and 
l uxur y . 'l'hrec n e wspapers spread UJe 
news, lwo bottling works and p u r e 
soft ci t y drinkini; water (no sulphur) 
k eep cvcrronc r e freshed. 

Avon .Park Is ser ved by main lin es 
of Atlantic Coas t L inc and Seaboard 
Air Linc Hallways. D1 r et.: l rail s e rv­
ice to a ll points i n l"Jo rada. and the 
I"\or th, 30 h ours 1 ·i.r 1,,;ct .Pullman s e r v ­
ice) to .New York. 

Avon Parl\ has d irect bus conn ec­
tions with all i>uints in the s t a te. 

:\losquitOc8 anti s:u1d flies do nol 
lh·c here. ~lalaria is unknown. Avo n 
Park 1s a Natura l Sanlta num for p u l­
monary, rhc uinalic :.s. 11<.l nervo us 
t1·oulilc.s. Our citizens from m any 
states aver t hat thl'Y h av e lengthened 
ouL thei r lives lly Ioca tl n i; h ere. The 
wi11tl·r su n sh111c i s equ a lle d by the 
dclii;htful su mmer s . M id - sum m er 
tcmpci·aturcs avcraso n o h igh er, a nd 
fn·qucn t ly lowe r, than the Nor t h , while 
constant bree zes make il over pie.as· 
nnl. Thus an a ll-year h o me al Avon 
Park among the p:'llms, the or a nge 
g r o,·es. the lakes and hills. gives 
l onger happy year s. T h is stor ehouse 
of h ea lth i~ i n ex h austible :'Ind free to 
;ill who w1sh Lo come. gel well a nd 
k eep well. 

Flora l Li fe a t Avo n P a rk 
" 'atd1 t h e- g r owth of the n e w P:ibllc 

Pn r ks at Avon ParJt-t.!1 "11 central i\! J ll. 
th<' parkln µs in Pinc Cresl L akes and 
Jlighlnnd Lakes dC'\',,.lul)inc.11t'i, 1·h::. 
:l!ark K. \\"1lson, pr esid<-nl or Chatt:i­
noo !".1. ltotary Club. r ecen t ly told fol k R 
in T enn essee: "'l'he fin est piece o f 
w ork I have seen in P lo r ida is the !\fa ll 
al Avon Park." C. D. P r ingle. de­
partme nt stnrc owne r of L a wre n ce, 
:'\!As~. stales o n h is :'lrrlval her e In 
F ehrt1ary. 1930 : ' "\\'hy. these p arks 
are the most beautifu l T have seen." 
The steamship llcket rtl"ent :'It H a v a na 
r C'ccnt ly tnlrl some Flor i da visi tors ~ 
"1 r cmPmb<' r driving throur,'h A von 
Pnrk . Jt wns s 11 ('h :t pretty pl~ C'e. 
Jn f a<"t. t he 1\-fnl l wns t h e p r ctt :cet 
lhini; I sa w in a ll F l or i d a." 
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"Uttona Y 1u-rru1at111 
• JOHN BARTON PAYNE, Washington, D. C. 

J!.,·uutive Setrttary 
HARLEAN JAMES, Wnshington, D. C. 

MRS. EDWARD W. BIDDLE, Philadelphia, Pa. 
GEORGE B. DEALEY, Dallas, T exas 

f/ia-Prtsidmts: 
]. HORACE McFARLAND, Harrisburg, Pa. 
FREDERJCK I.AW OLMSTED, Brookline, Mass. 

librarian 
MRS. EDWARD R. PADGETT, Washington, D. C. 

VANCE C. McCORM ICK, Harrisburg, Pa. 
ALBERT SHAW, New York City 

~mtrttan ~t\ltt ~ssottatton, JJnt. 
Exuutiot Board 

T110>1AS ADAMS, New York Cicy 
J. C. AINSWORTH, Portland, Ore. 
MRs. HENRY A. BARKER, Providencet !l· I. 
HARLAND BARTHOLOMEW, Sc. Louis, Mo. 
ALFRED BErn!AN, Cincinnati, Ohio 
DANIEL H. BURNHAM, Chicago, Jll. 
HAROLD A. CAPARN, New York City 
HENRY P. CHANDLER, Chicago, Ill. 
MRs. BENJ. W. CoRKRAN,)R., Bnlcimore, Md. 
MRS. CAROLINE BARTLETT CRANE, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Mtss H. M. DEuurr, Pittsburgh, Pa. . 
HAROLD W. DoDDs, Princeton, N. ]. 

MEMBER FEDERATED SOCIETIES 
Exu11tiot Board 

]. P. Ftst1BURN, Roanoke, Vn. 
jA).IES FoRD, Combridge, Mass. 
A. P. G1ANNINt, San Francisco, Calif. 
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Dear Mr. Albright: 

.... 
October 19, 1931 

AW~ 
Since I saw you I have hsd a conference 

wi th the people who were interested in that Hooker 
Hammock enterprise in sou.th central Florida, on 
the ridge . It seems that Mrs. Roebling, 
who lives at Sebring, bought the Hammock, added largely 
tG its area by other purchases, and created wha t seenrs · 
to be reall y a first class park bast~, approachl3d by . 
usable roads. 

What I am inquiring about is your candid 
opinion as to the possibility of any development in 
the direction of a parkway connecting the poss ible 
Evergladed National Park through the Hooker Hammock 
with some point north, say Si the Bok Tower? This may 
be a star to which oners park wagon can be hitched 
that is too far off, but at least you won't mind telli ng 
me what you think about the possibili ty. 

Yours with best wishes , 

Hon. liorace M. Albright 
National Park Service, 
Washington , D. c. 

\ 
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WASHINGTON 
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Harrieburg, PenndYlvania. 
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Dr. J. Horace ~cFarland, 

My dear Dr. McFarland: 

IN ANSWERI N G R EFER TO 

I have r eceived your l ett er of October 19• in regard to Hooker 
Hamm.oak, and tba possibill t-.r of a pe.rkwey frol!l the Everglades Hationfll 
Park to the H; mmoek and po~sibly on north to Bok Tower. 

It would be a great act of supererogation for me to expres3 ~ 
opinion on the parkw(\y idea because I know absolutely nothing about the 
country between the Everglades and Hooker Bammock. As a matter of fact, 
I have nl>t even seen the HBma.iock. I have seen Bok Tower. I had the 
Hooker HtUDmOck investig-a~ last year by the Superintendent of Yelloll­
atone, who travels a.round

1

.the country during the wint&r months checking 
up on new park projects. 1'he attached report which I am glad to send you 
to look over tells Hr. 'l'oll ts opinion of t he place. I u enclosing a 
fr&Dlted envelope 1n '!'lbich the report can be returned to our office. I 
doubt 19h.ether anything further can be said about the park~ until after 
,,.e Sl'e sure that the iSve:rglades Park proj ect hao gone t .brough and there 
is a good reason for our going do'fllJ. there and giving more st'\,ldy to the 
coil!lervat.ion proJeets of ~outhern Florida. 

I bad a 11 ttle visit m th Governor Pinchot at t.be Yorktown Sesqui­
centennial. Ce1ebxation on 11.onday t1nd he told !!le) about the new park that 
the State hae aecuired including the canal along the Delaware River. He 
seemed t<> be very enthu;:;iaet ic abcut it. 

With best r egard.a, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

P .s. I noticed in thh morning ' s paper 

Horace M. Al.bright 
Director. 

tha t a brancb of the American Tose Society ha::: been orgc.nized 
in Washington. It woUld be wonder.ful. if this organization could extend 
its influeince throughout t he country, and, of course, it will be <lone. 
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Oc t ob er 2 6 , 19 31 
HARRI SBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

PERSONA L 

near 1'ir • .Albright: 

I ann thankful f<i>r your 1prom:pt response to m 
le t~er ttpon the Hooker Harnmdck situation, and wi l l , 
after I have looked it over, r e turn the report you 
have so Jcindly sent. It is only fair, however, to say 
that since the r eport was made , very large changes 
have occurred in the neighborhood, and f avorable 
changes at that, because of the interest of Mrs . 
Roebling and her willingness to spend money. 

~robab ly it is best by all means to delay any 
further action until there is an assurance that the 
Everglades National Park comes through as it ought to. 
If and when it does , then the scheme of a parkway 
is at l east worth dreaming about. 

I am glad you had a little visit with Governor 
~ Pinchot and that he expressed satisfact ion at the 
~ l Eu!~{AR1r 8, , ac quis i ti on und~r peculiar circumstances oi£: that 1

Pt!ii/!li't,,;,; Delav1are river canal state park . He very seriously 
Der 2 c~ eeds park cultivation, for as a matter of f act he has 

lS37 s yet no real park conception or park interest. 
~o,._ 
' ~~~QIOR -··-

1JI:C1.11:-;:;1F11:0 .. • -".~J 

..... ... , (0;~'1%003 i 
~~//~IA. -~~-~~)_- JD: 

Last week , at the suggestion of the Secr etary 
of li'ores ts and Via ters, I s pent a day going with the 
park authority in his Department and his Chief Fire 
Warden t ·o look: ov.~r/a proposition to give the State 
a scenic noint~Altoona :provided the State would 
develop ~he owner 's real estate enterprise. Na turally 
I have had t _o make a re port to liir. St a ley, Secretary o:f 
Forests and tlaters , and I have made that the occasion 
for an urgent demand tha t he hol d a s tate park confer­
ence. 
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Vie do not, howev er , blind ourse l ves to the fac t 
that thi s is hopeless unle s s : . .r . Einchot becomes some­
wha t inte n:: sted i n parks in an effective way. Three 
weelcs ag o Frederick Law Olmsted was here and we dined 
with 1.r . Pinchot. Most o f the t ime , however , was 
spent in l i stening to his very delightful story of 
his South Sea tr ip, an d there was no oppor t unity 
to get the real educat i on that coul d come his way 
started . 

We are really despairing here as to how we can 
best interest h im. ¥.r . Evi s on can do something . I had 
hoped t ha t Judge Payne might manag e to tramp on his 

· toes , and I think your vis it wm t h him at Yorktown was 
all to the good. He is right now head · over ears in an 
unemployment reli ef propositi on, but no p lans are an­
nouced . There i s a possibility that i f he should an­
nounce a scheme for tak i ng suitab l e l ands for state 
parks and using otherwise unoccupied labor to develop 
the se parks, the Leg i sla ture which he may convene coul d 
be converted towar d the necessar y bond issue. I do not 
know what will hap pen, but I am very dubious about any­
t h i ng wor th while unless and until :Mr . Pinchot b ecomes 
more of a park man and less of a devoted. forester. You 
are pr obably aware that t he Nat ional Park Service did 
not come into existence until he had been licked in his 
pveventive endeavors because he did not believe in national 
parks as such apart f rom the Forest Service • 

.All th is, of course, is confi dential. 

The ~merican Rose Soc iety is a national organi za­
t ion now , with about 4 , 000 members in every s t ate and 
pr ovince o~ .America. Something lik e one hundred munici pa l 
rose gardens h ave been es t ablished , and many more are in 
prospect. Duri ng the depre ssion th..e Society has manag ed 
to ho ld its l evel rather than lose membership, which i s 
a f air ly good evidence t ha t it is a live 

H Hon. orace M • .A lbr i gh t, 
Nationa l Park :::iervice, 
Washington, D.c. 

Yours truly , 
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v <> * ~' HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANI A 

Dear Mr • .Alb right: 

I have now had opportunity to look over with 
interested care the report by Mr. Toll on the Hooker 
Hammock situation in Florida. 

Reading Mr • . Tol l 1 s admirable report, I am im-
pressed by the fact that the l arge ownership a nd physical 
changes that have occurred since he made his survey need to 
be added to the situation, in order properly to consider it. 

I have, therefore, asked some of these Sebring 
folks to get busy and let me have the da ta, which I . wi ll 
in due time then with pleasure tra nsmit to you. 

Should the Ever glades Park ent erprise come 
through as it surely ought to do, t hen the improved status 
of Hooker Hamnock,end the possibility of the parkway I 
have mentioned, mi ght get into the picture. 

Certainly the sta te of Florida ought to do it 
all, tha t sta t e having not hi ng wha tever to sell or live 
on but climate, scenery and agricultural products , the 
first two it ems of which can best be promo ted by a sanely 
managed state park establishment which could easily i nter­
relate with the national pa rk sta tus established for the 
unique ~verglades national Park. 

With hearty thanks for yo ur kindness in permitting 
me to see this report, which I em herein returning, and with 
ell sorts of best wi s hes in other directions, I am 

,.t<--_..,,-~ v ...... .; . 

JBMcF/LN 

Horace M. Albri ght, Di rector, 
National Park Service, ~ McFe r~l-a_n_d 
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