



























































































































































PREEHNT USE
There ir pragiically nc use baing made of the hammock at the
present tige, sxeert that it is occasionally visited by those whe

are intersgted in its cub-tropical vegetation.

XEED OF PROTEETIOII

The cabbage palmetios are someti‘mes cut down by trespassers, in
order to get the edible "enbbage" that the pglm containe, The value
of the cabbage is only about ten cents, and the palms, one or more
gano:jations old, are ruthlesely destroyed for thie small incentive.
At the time of our visit there was evidence of some recent cutting of
palmstios. |

The nelghboring lands are usually burmt over ngarly every year,
and there ie some danger that the hammock will be destroyed by five,
though 1t bas nob been injurved as yet. The wel lands lmasedlately
ammﬁinc the hammock probably st ae a fire guard.

Dr. Mlm' gald that unless fires in the neigbboring lands
could be absolutely prevented, that it is perheps e tter to burn them
overy year rether then to allow the debris from the dwarf palmettos
and other growth to accumulate for eeveral years, since the resulting

fire would then be mmch more destructive.
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PRIVATE LAND STATUS

T was told that the land ¢ owned by the PFooker Hammock Farms
Sompany, a corporation in which some of the local men zre interested.
If the land were purchased for park purposez, it is sald that it
could bs bought for 450 per mere, which revresents about the original
cost of the land, to the company. It's” 'prenent valua is seid to be
paveral times that value, perhaps 3250 per sere.

Some 16,000 eecres of adjoining land could te purchssed at about
%20 per acre.

On the sbove basis, the 500 aseres of hammock could be purebased
for about 325,000, and if a larger area of adjacent lends were added,
the additional cost would be about $320,000 for 18,000 seres.

So far as I lesrned, no plan has been uo:‘kéd out regarding a
method of ralsing funde with which to purchase the lapd. The project
is in j_&{m’taﬁm form and public intersst has not yet crysdallized on

any definite plen.

ORICIN OF THE PROPOSAL
Under date of December 11, 1929, Mayor €. 5. Donaldeon wrots a
letter, copy of which is enclosed herewith, te Mr, Z. F. Coe, suggesting
that the Hooker Hsamock be included in the nroposed Tropic Tverglades
Hational Park. He sent a copy of the letter to Secretary Wilbur, whe
requested Diresctor Albright to have the area inspected.
The alr-line distance from the Hooker Femmock to the nearest part

of the proposed Tropic %verglades National Park is wore than 100 miles,

On account of this intervening distemce, it does not seem practicable
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to consider the two areas as a unit, but each should be considerad as
separate, destached and independent areas.

Mayor Donaldson said that he and the others who are interested had
made the suggestion in order to ascertain 1f the plan were practicabdle,
in which case they would be glad to cooperate. They realize the deei}a-
bility of protecting the hammock, ant}“would welcome hselp from any source.

The fesling seemed to be general that no assistance ie to be ex-
pected from the state legislature in the eat;bliahment and operation of

a state park that would imclude the Booker Hammock,

POSSIRILITIRS OF DEVELOPMIEND
The o¥es ok uo onistonding featuree suffislent to make 4t of
national interogl, It is not large enough to be considered for a

Pl

m s gmmu state or county park, or it sould be

m mb ﬁ&ﬁ'&m% pmblam would probably bse the ralsing of the
fonds to mmsa the lamd. It is estimated that $25,000 would be re-

, mra&, rgr the %00 aeye hsmmpck. Thope seeme to de no reason for en~

1&?@33' the avea by including adjacent agricultural lands.
| The ainim Mt »{ davelopment weews desirable. The present
a‘ppmm »ond; leading into the hammoeck could be improved and ralsed so
es o be passable for sutchobiles at eny time of year. The control of
the area will be fecilitated if there is tut one approach road.
A fov attiractive foot-paths could be claa'md and constructed sc that
the beanty of the zagetauen could be fully seen and ‘appraclated. Little

else 18 nesded in .'the‘ way of development.
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The chief attractien of tha area lles in the primitive condition
of its wvegetetion. The planting of royal palmse, as is mpgested, or
of any cother plantis not native to the area, would seom wafortunate.

The purchase of the land would have to Ye arranged for by the
public spirited citizene of the comuunlty, whether the hammock were
to be a national park, 2 state park or a coumty or community park. The
protection and mmintenance of the wck wzould involve little more than
a rasident guard or caretaker, equipped vith poriable pump or other
protection ageinst fire. A telephone line could be bullt to the entrance
to the hammock.

On the whole, if the comwunity can handle the purchase of the land,
thera seems to be mo remson why it canmot handle the operation of the
ares as a county or consunity parlk, I proper pubdlieity wore given to

the ares it eﬁlﬂ.& be made one of the noteable atiractions of the atate to

m&tarﬁm m other vieitdbre. The proximity of the Singing Tower, come

_ kx T Rﬁm&ll&iﬂanh is & decided advantage. The thousands of visitors
that go out of their way to vieit this men-made attrsction, give an
indieation of the results that could be =zccomplished with publicity.

If the Hooker Hammock were made into a county or community park,
it would not only afford en attractive recresationsl ares for the resi-
dents of the viecinity, but i1 could be made such an atiraction to
visitors that 1t would prove io be a decided asset t¢ the local cowmuni-
ties. The hammock is well worth preserving, and it should repay the
eummi‘ues for the effort and expense involwved.

The problem of saving and protecting the hammock seems to be a
loeal omne, rather than a nstional problem.

RUTIMME
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CHAMBER (F COM%'“RCE
AVON PARK FLORIDA

BECHIBER 11, 1329.

" Hon. Rey Lyman Wilbur,
Secretary of the Interior,

Washington, D.C.,

My dear Sir:

I am sending to you, herewith, copy of a letter addressed
to the Tropic Everglades National Park Commission, Tallahassee,
Florida, and would be glad to have you give it some consideration,

Yours very itruly,

Cs S. Donaldson,
Mayor.
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December 11,
1929.

Tropie Everglades National Park Comahsion,
Tallehasses, Florida.

Gentlemen:

I note in the Washington Post of December 1, that your
commission waes ereated to cooperate with the Federal Government in
the -establishment of a Hational Fark in the Everglades. This iz a
naturdl and desirable object and all parts of Florida, I think, will
be glad to assist you in furthering the project.

it occurs to me, however, that it would be desirable to broaden the
scope of such an dnterprise, taking il a few other outlying larger
hammoeks $that have not yet beon despoiled by men in erop production.

The trouble with the Everglsdes as a big Nationsl Park is that its
use would be considerably limited to a few people, because of its swampy
nature. It would, therefore, seem advisable to inelude a few rich hammocks
where the country is somewhat higher, and where there is more altitude,
For example, I would eall your attention to Hooker Hammock, 500 acres
some five miles West of Sebring, which is open and accessible even in the
greatest rainy season.

There is in that hammock more tropieal luxuriance than any spot
I bave found in the Everglades. The lofiy trees rum over 100 fee¥ high,
and there are millions of plams of several varieties. The hammock is
full of Rapaneas, Ogfoteas, Hollies, Crataegus, and many other beautiful
trees, some massed with berries. In fact it is more beautiful than the
Royal Palm Park ever was.

: The Hammock is owned by private parties who will naturally have
{32 1% eleared and put into sgriculture but it would be a great pity td
; dastray one of the most besutiful and most tropieal spols in Ameriea.

I hope that you will zive some thought to saving this handsome
Nationsl mark.

Yours very iruly,
Ce S« Donaldson, Mayor.

ce Hon. Fletcher, Hye, Sec. of Interior.
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STV T PLNIGN, TRUST BUILDING G B ot Commrees
/f W h “"‘? \VASHINGTON, D.. @1 HARrrISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
K A Mareh 10, 1930

Dear Mr., Albright:

As of course you realize, I am old and
lazy, and that is why, instead of ertlng 8 separate
letter to you as I ought to have done, I am imposing cn
you by asking you to;read the enclosed copy of a letter
just sent to Mr.:F, L, Olmsted. You will know, of
course, what Mr, Toll found in Hooker Hammock, but I
think the main matter of real importance is to have
your consideration of the possibility of such
an enterprise, provided the reports on it make it
proper. These Florida folks have not been left
under any misappvehension as to the power and function
of the National Park Service, and they do not expect
the Federal Yovernment to go in and buy the lands. They
know they must get after them at their own cost, and
the conditions are such that a state-wide movement could,
I think, be organized in Florida to real advantage if
the enterprlse comnends itself as worthy.

With best wishes, including one for myself
that I might soon get to see you far gomething better
than a mere handshake, I am

Yours truly,

Hon. Horace ¥, Albright,
Director, National Park Service,

Jashlngton H, C
\
%XDL

élﬁLi»A ; 4z
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¥areh 10, 1930
Dear M¥r., Olmsited:

I am always bothering you about something whiech pulls
upon your enormous reserve of public spirit. This is another
of those occasions,

. Part of the treatment Efter an operation I endured last
.Qgggpgr was conxglescenoe in Florida. I have just returned
from :_ying, about 40 miles from where you have immortalized
[ agsin ;g the design and planning of that most im-
f;,S-‘ ing Tower, It was an immense satisfaction

e that the permanent inseriptions recognized the men who

: 'ﬂ'ed outjir Bok's intention. That the place is visited
{knbﬁ, but yen may not know that the gardener told me a bare
£ . < ago that the anbomobiles now average from 1,100 %o 1,400
5 per day. What I was commenting upon wa: the condition of the
E aarpat graas on the main approach under such tramping.

ghsn ﬁhile at Hatﬁer Hall I was induced to go to Ilooker llammock

_something like six or seven miles south of Sebring. Lt seems
that by reaszon of certain offichal action, the superintendent
of the Yellowstone Nstional Park, Mr, Toll has recently visited
-the site of a proposed naticnal park in the Florida Zve: glades,
not very many miles from Cape Sable. ?urther it seems he was
diverted at r. Albright's direction to see this looker H. ;mmoek,
near Sebring, alsc planned for a national park.

.I was able promptly to convince the gentlemen who took me
to see this magnificent bat of s b-tronical hammock with its
tremendous live oaks, columnar cabhage palmettos, and the like,
that as a national park possibility by itself it was inappro-

L priate and hopeless. It was neces ary to explain to these
gentlamen that the +h geral gov rnment did not buy naticnal parks,
«nd that when areas g 11 within the naticnal |park status were
taken over it was slways because the land had been donated by
S S——— uthe %ﬁates or citizens of the states.

DECLASSIFIED # + ]
naoity 2755605 | o
| DA i, B 128 =




¥r, Ulmsted - 2

It cecurred to me, however, in view of several festures
well known to you, that there was here a matter vorth investi-
gation. The site of the proposed Everglades listicnal Park would
be something like 100 miles south.of Hooker lammsogl. lLess than
50 miles north is the 3ok Binging Tower. Ior all of 60 miles
between these termini there is the superb ridge ccuntry which
you know very wekl sand which is unicue in "lerida, and 1 suspect
in the United Stutes. It has a yood state road, and is bordered
by most imprsssive and flourishing ceitrus plantations. Along
this line mre the communities sparted by Roger W, Babson and Tr,
Dewey of Lake Placid, in hoth places with a distinct atiempt

: at highway vesutification and dignity. Hocker Hammock is not
fex on this highway, but 1s only a shcrt distanee from it.

It therefore occurred to me to propose that these gentlemen
interest themselves in loocking over the possibilities of a
florida Hational Park, including the Lverglades hammock and the

plands haamnnk, with a possible touch upon the Seminole reserva-
L on v , o8, with some sort of a vi ting but not a

tect with the Bok Tower,and oth 189 taking into
. 'Qk lake and ridge country Whish I think you

*ughb fature, it might enaily that these
Annﬂ nuperous lakes thsre are at least

: by the progress of
ities. It is certain,
al growth, will
is done 1 ﬂ preserve

=

ﬁgmuneka. with Shei¥ BEiws
d used unless something

iﬂ;on uf Avon Psrk, a man who seems to be
quainted with nlanis and to de a fine citizen,
-~ Journey to fooker Hammoek, &long with prchahly
8 of the vieinity, on Yarch 5, where I told the

3 o national park conditions and suggested
sinmple organization and arrange to h ve you

our office lookuover the territory with a
"statement as to the proprietg of considering

rom the national park basis. I did not want to
~Albright with this until there was scme sort of

X ing he nmight care to do, 1f anything is to be

I have made no promis»a whatevar, save to bring the matter
ur attentlion and that of Nr, Albright, believing as I do
“the opportunity merits respectful consideration.

. With best wishes, [ am
Yours truly,

. prigksTaw, Clnstoed,
Bradklina Eass. J. Horace XeFuarland
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IN ANBWERING REFER TO

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTCON

March 11, 1950,

Iwre Jo Hovace MeFarlend, >
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
Deay Dr, HeFarlandi

I was greatly interested in your letter of Merch 10, and encloged
gopy of your letter o My, ¥, L. Olmeted,

I3 43 true that I sent Mr, Roger W, Toll, Superintesdsnt of
Yellowstone Park, o look over Hooker Hammock, Mr. Cammerer and I
‘mﬂ$ﬁndqﬁ%m time to viedtd this Hammoek so had Mr, Toll
reprepent uss For our own part, we visited St. Peter and looked
into the proposed nationsl monument thers, Weedon's I ; and on to
Ehmmmm&kmmfm, aemga‘aagaod&unpae
of the mms, one of the projects mentioned in youwr letior to Mr,

g‘bm an ugh we have a national park projsct in the Ever-
glades and the first time you are down I would 1ike o have an spportunity
o dipcuss it ﬁwq I shall aleo talk it owver with Her, Olmested shen
ha i85 heve next

I hope that you are steadily gaining end that it won't be long
befora you are in your former health, I keap in touch with you all the
time through Hiss James who in our work is always sympethetic snd helpful,

With beat regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
A LBRICET

s 1 R | i\\,-’si’ﬁﬁi‘; M. A

2 Borece H, Albright
/’ Director,

BA-EG
= CC WMss Harlean a'mg,
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CITY OF AYON PARK
7ighlaads County
Avon Park, Florida

yarch 11, 1930

Fational Park Service,
Waghington, D. C. TR

Attenticn of Hr. Boger ¥. Toll:

Dear Mr. Toll;~

» * & L] L4

I am enclosing photographs of Hooker
Hammock, as suggested, alse a clipping from a loecal
paper showing the formation of the Park Association
foliowing out the idess of J. Horace HacParland, who
was present, Dr, MacParland thinks through tying
- together thase vpolnts of imterset in Florida we can
get the co-operation and assistance of the Eational
Park Commission.

with lﬂ.nﬁ vegayds, I am,

b,

Yours wery truly,

{S8igned) ©. 2. DNonaldson
Mayor.
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DATA OF HIGHLANDS COUETY

Iesued by State Department of Agriculture, 1925.

Area: 668,160 acres.

Population, 1925: 6,752.

Total assessed valuation; $3,151,8Z8.

Tax assesement: county, 31} mills; state, 103 mille,
Railréads: Atlantic Comst Line; Seabord Air Line.
Bducatienal Institutions; Bigh Schools, 2; Elemen$ery Schools, &.
Crop Values: $1,151,197.

Binerale: Clay, ssnd, peat.

Ingorpovated tome; 3.

m’tm' of pant mwﬂs 1.

ka ﬁa&ﬁa W&ﬂm poyalation (1925), 1,841,

o _?bwlam oF AVpS Patk (1925): 1,53
§ 5 mmg G m agaggea from De Soto County &n 1921.
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The World's Citrus Center
Avon Park hus nearly one million
citrus trees—mainly orange, grape-
fruit and tangerine, with a lew lem-

Florida Winter Pleasures
Two superfine goil courses 4l Avon
Pavk, 7To the The Pine Crest course,
with seven water hazards 1 nine

holes, 18 being added nine more holea.
Sporty goiling on the hilly 18-hole
Highland Luakes course.

A dively  cunter on U. S. Govern-
ment nulitary horses, hired from the
S6th Ernigade Headquarters in Avon
I'urk, wili bring back that health
glow to the cheeks.

‘Lhe Aviation tield in Avon Park's
Subures, sponsored l»}‘ American Le-
gsion, has arequent interesting events,

ons, limes, kumquats, tangelos and
sutsumas, This constitutes the larg-
est citrus fruit area in the world., The
crop for the 16Z0-30 season is about
300,000 boxes. When our Lrees come
into full bearing the annual Yyieid
should be three million boxes. 'I'he
grove operations and packing and
shipping this fruit bere will require
an army of workmen. This alone will Plenty chunces for an air ride.
cause the steady growth of Avon Park 3 Lok’s »inging Tower is only 2%
and create a prosperous city. The mies rom Avon  Park—a pleasant
wise man will buy property in a com- t.-\'emng‘nrn-euwl hu:u'\ the :mll:;.

iy : EO ; s v o ihie slusic ub ol Avon Park wel-
:lnu_mn wuh‘ .'l- blht? -l-ul"-u' “-‘. “j WAW'RSS comes wil lovers of music, ::i\:hul.;n;-utn:rll.
iion to the fruit packing houses at RuNnsten Tnd Mebbwdi S
Avon Park, there s a Large Druit can- WARDOETA . ¥ it McbDowell now given

i | most aticntion. The Giris and Boys
nery. Another canming concern will | High: Soingl Lid & s ot
establish o plant here ths tall, . b

Farming, Dairying, Fouitry, Cattle MOTICEUD  samison U A

Avon fark 1s surrounued oy swoine )

ihe Woman's Club of Avon Park
8] . works for wvic progress, and has
L HeonviL Splendid lectures from traveled Amer-
of the moOSL lertie son in il Flonda,  [TALbAkRssLe i laRns,

5
g LAnE Gy 0
Vvegedtee sarnnng is well estabhished. \\ + uwiie Library open to everybody.
Commercial bulu growing-—narassus, oy “-_muu:? . - Wiid turkeys, aeer quaul,  duck,
Swthivlus, s beconuny  popular. S 1 ¥ % foxes, all in abundance await the hun-

Chicken ranches  are  multplying ter.  Avon Park oile thousands of
MUV CRE Capacily acres of open shooting, An 1ll-pound
hiol. orders than blick bass 1s the biggest trophy thus
far in the 1930 season al Avon Park.
A huge 25-1b. bass residing in  Lake
Lotella is fling the tishing skill of
local ange Plenty of smaller iry
in_the meantime.  One hundred lakes
within 20 miles. Salt water fishing in
Guli or Ocean less than three hours
distant. Avon Park is the best South
Iiorida headquarters for all sports.

Fraternal games for visitors and
home folks—Shuffle board, quoits,
dizmond ball, miniature golf, clock
golf. Bathing beaches and boating.
_Avon Park has a municipal athletie
Tield with concrete grand stand.
Accommodations, Facilities, Health

Furnished apartments and bunga-
lows, some on lakes, at §15 to $75 per
month. Nine hotels, including Club
Houses de luxe, with rates from $12.50
down to §3 per day, American plan.
Boarding houses and rooming houses
at reasonable rates, Fresh vegetables,
eggs, poultry, and certified milk from
nearby farms. We are strong on good
cooking and eating at Avon Park, and
our visitors have never complained
about the price.

Avon Park's mnew National Bank
affords all money rfacilities. Bon ton
stores provide every necessity and
luxury., Three newspapers spread the
news, two bottling works and pure
soft city drinking water (no sulphur)
keep everyone refreshed.

Avon Park is served by main lines
of Atlantic Coast Line and Seaboard
Air Line Railways. Direct rail serv-

here, and there s a GAIMESVILLEY]
hatchery, with more
can e Nlled.

sodel dairies at Avon Park invite
ViSiiors 1o sve thor modern snos, sun-
itary barns, electric milking  and
aerating machinery.

Lange cattle and hogs continue as
annuds revenue producers in surround-
ing areas. In addition to shipp.ng out
1 o nveoslock the aveon Purk murket is
< supphied with over 100 head of 1at-
tenea hogs and beeves monthly, duly
inspected by a city meai inspeclor.
1S 18 i goed location for a  meat
pucking eswwl.shment, as there are
several hundred thousand cattie and
hogs within driving distance.

Inaustmal Life and Resources

Lumuer and veneer mulls at Avon
Purk are producing ten nullion feet
B. M., also over four million orange
erites annually. The thirty million
pine stumps now on cut-over land
here await a distillation and wall
board plant. Our chief mineral re-
source s caleerous ciay tor muking
h.gh grade sand lime brick. Cull 4
fruit supplies ofrer increasing ovpur-
tunities for canners an+d boitlers of
fruit and juices.

Light and power are {urnished at
low rates by a service concern which
has a mammoth electrie power plant
i at Avon Park. Current s sold o
Tampa and 70 other cities in Mid-
Florida. The company 18 pianping to
doume the size o0 1ts mudern panc
here. The advantage of cheap ko
power is bound to bring =ove (ndos-

e

o s i o a
tries to Avon Park. Lhis company e North, 80 houre 1o rcot Pullmas Serve
is also about to construct a g ice =~ ice) L6 New York.
fictory and pre-cooling plant here. Avon Park has dirvect bus connecs
“An Old Man’s Paradise” Avon Park is in the center of the Florida Peninsula, tions with all points in the state.

Said & white-hared chap in Avon Ninety per cent. ot the state’'s population lives within a 200- Mosquitoes and sand flies do not
Purk He and his wife are typical of mule radius of Avon Fark., With headquarters here at the live here. Malaria is unknown. Avon
many elderly 1olks here who are “Cross Roads” of South KFlorida, one can make daily motor Park is a Natural Sanitarium for pul-
tengiheming out their autumn days in trips over perfect highways to various points of interest and monary, rheumatic and nervous
cotlages and mansions, embowered in avoid overnight hotel expense. troubles. Our citizens from many
winter vlooming poinsettias, roses and states aver that they have lengthened
flame vine'. and with abundance of Surf bathing and deep sea fishing reached in 214 hours, out their lives by locating here. The

nrang lemons, avocados, pawpaws either to BEradenton Beach on the Gulf, or Fort Pierce on winter sunshine is equalled by the
(pap: ), Japanese  persimmons,  Ayantie Ocean. Avon Park 1s the most convenient residential  delightful  summers,  Mid-summer
guavas, and other fruit in their ¥ center in Florida. Some road distances are as follows: temperatures average no higher, and
and plenty to spare for gift boxe 1 frequently lower, than the North, while
| to relatives in the North who are not Miles Miles constant breezes make it ever pleas-
i s0 fortunste as they. Tampa ... 6 Palm Beach . 5 138 ant. Thus an all-year home at Avon
i Churches, Schools, Fraternities St Petersbhurg ... 94 Miami . s 200 Park among the palms, the orange
| Puasiors of the churches, F s Orlando U | 87 tona Beach groves, the lakes and hills, gives
| Episcopal, Methodist, Congregs Fort Myers e 5 Jacksonville longer happy years. This storehouse
i Church of Christ, Adventis £ B enton Beach | o 8 Lake City ... 148 of health is inexhaustible and free to
i rene and Christian Scientist . welcome Ft. Plerce Beach ....l.... 104 Valdosta, Git. .oocooeeens 807 all who wish to come, get well and
i inquirics about their church work. lieen ‘;I{'ll.al Lifs st Avon Park
| blic schools, with free tuition to or
| lm]::lirti;. f’u-EUnr ‘the hi_L:h!-.:.:l standard. A Cozy Home in South Florida Watceh the growth of the new ]‘:.\J‘-.’l{_l!
. Free text books through elementary Parks at Avon P:}]_'k-—f.‘.m .ccntra.l Mall,
| grades. Music instruction _includes A voung Pennsyvlyvania business man said recently in Avon the parkings in Pine (fr“‘" Lakes al"ld
| piano, violin. hrass Lanid and expros- ark: It looks I my best plan is to buy a nice bungalow Highland Lakes dp_\qlumnel:(l_:‘;; t‘f‘l‘“
sion. Full athletic training. ~ High Q0% Gt B0 0 NGt and children there for the winter Mark K. Wilson, president ot d:; e
| school offers Bookkeeping and  Ste- _‘“_,“'_ .rrmn ihe g'eet, and slush, where they can bask in the nooga Rotary (_,1\‘1‘h. recentiy told fo !;
| nography, full Commercial  course, ;zm;'ihhu- koo outdoors, and get a healthy tan. Of course, I in Tennessee: _Thr:. rl‘nest plect’aﬂlo“
E‘. o3 h;.riu{ .‘-‘.{mnf;-'h. ]}}u:;w I-‘.n‘mmmi}:s cannot remain all winter myself, but con run down and join :‘torl:vl(tll:l\'rl'_"z:iﬁn”lné- I%Id?‘s“?ntg‘;: Ad':_-
‘ourse. High =chool full nine months 4 A v werks at a time. The cost will not exceed Avo ark. . S =
| term.  Graduates enter colleges with- :'Tr;nri::r?'l‘hc”ﬁ'ﬂ‘!t‘;:ﬂ':‘\?. ’l\";h H lth‘nm;\dusrl- .‘h:\r.‘k in Pennsylvania.” r-:\‘rtr}".unl e T Tie ol’l IIJaI?TEncl?:’
i "'"T'. ":"""?"3“;"' b Park,  Whisper—this man is a Scotchman. Now, figure l;é’“t f;“' %?Ie‘!!f:ﬁ'ﬂrigmﬁsoqn E{f’h;rr:haese e;?trks
“raternal Orders, ete., at Avon Park, i k i s o ady : +ot tAEES 4 ary, 1930: " S
| include Odd Fellows and Rebeknhs. vourself. Others have already hought cottages an one it 76 ths Tost beautiful T have seen.
Masons., Blue Lodge, Chapter, Com- The steamship ticket agent at I_ia_\trann.
mondery and Rotary For Further Information Address recently told some Florida visitora:
Club (Wednesdn sie Club. “1 yemember driving through Avon
Woman's Cluh, . and CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Park. It was such a pretty place.
feeicwBusiness..and .Profe f Waomen's In faect, the Mall was the pretticst

AVON PARK, FLA. thing I saw in all Florida."”
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A, Wer el

Sinee L saw you I have had a conference
with the people who were interested in that Hooker T
Hammock enterprise in south central Florida, on £ 4
the ridge. It seems that lirs. Roebling, it
who lives at Sebring, bought the Hammock, added largely 1
to its area by ;Eher purchases, and created what seems '

to be really a first class park basig, approachbd by . :
usable roads. ;-i :

Dear lir, Albright:

What I,am inquiring about is your candid
opinion as to the possibility of any development in
the direction of a parkway connecting the possible |
Evergladed National Park through the Hooker Hammock \
with some point morth, say & the Bok Tower? This may
be a star to which one S park wagon can be hitched
that is too far off, but at least you won't mind telling \
me what you thlnk about the possibility. -

4 : \‘I‘
Yours with best wishes, )
‘ Horace lMeFarland
Hon, “orace M. Albright
National Park Service,
Washington, D, C.
-1 Tlal PAR
///%h‘ ub‘fjgjiz%Sh
OCT 2 (171931
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IN ANSWERING REFER TO

[
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

October 21, 1951, ~ \

Dr, J. Horace McFsarland, o
",','ﬁ
Herrisburg, Fennsylvania, R /\ '_,.\‘-\

¥y dear Dr. McFarlandi

|
I have Teceived your letter of October 18, in regard to Hooker
Hammoek, and the possibility of a parkway from the Everglades National
Park to ths Hommoeck snd possibly omn north to Bok Tower, -

It would be a great met of supererogation for me to expresg any
opinion on the parkway idea because I know absolutely nothing about the
country between the Everglades and Hooker Hemmock, As & matter of faect,
I have not even seen the Hammock, I have seen Bok Tower, I had the
Hooker Hammock investigated last year by the Superintendent of Yellow-
stons, who travels aﬂnuathhe country during the winter months checking
up on new park projscts, The attached report which I am glad to send you
to look over tells My, Toll's opinion of the place, I am enclosing &
franked envelope in which the report canm be returned to our office, I
doubt whether anything further can be said about the parkway until after
we are sure that the Everglades Park project has gone through and there
is a good reason for our going down there and giving more study to the
conservation projects of gouthern Florida.

I had a 1ittle visit‘ with Governor Pinchot at the Yorkiown Sesqui-
ecentennial Celebration on Fonday and he teld me about the new park that
the State has aecuired ineluding the canal along the Delaware River, He
seenmed to be very enthusliastic about it,

¥With best regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

e 7,-1, i.”

Horace M, Albright
Director,
P.,S. I noticsd in this morning's peper
that a branch of ths American Tose Society has been organised
= in Washington, It would be wonderful if this organisation could extend
its influence throughout T‘.he country, and, of course, it will be done,

CC Mlss Harlsan James,
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" )
PERSONAL AILS AND. FALES

Dear Ir. Albright:

I am thankful for your prompt response to m
letter upon the Hooker Hammgek situation, and will,
after I have looked it over, return the report you
have so kindly sent, It is only fair, however, to say
that since the report was made, very large changes
have occurred in the neighborhood, and favorable
changes at that, because of the interest of Mrs,
Roebling and ne?'willingness to spend money.

Probably it is best by all means to delay any
further action until there is an assurance that the
Everglades Hational Park comes through as it ought to.
If and when it does, then the scheme of a parkway
is at least worth dreaming about.

I am glad you had a little visit with Governor
Pinchot and that he expressed satbtisfaction at the

o
“RATIONAL ¢

iﬁﬁ;x¥_ acquisition under peculiar circumstances of that
O+ %}*&E\Delaware river canal state park. He very seriously
Ci,f .. Coneeds park cultivation, for as a matter of fact he has
P, 537 s yet no real park conception or park interest.
A -{.‘ o) f £
u§§gmﬂgpn 4 ~ Last week, at the suggestion of the Secretary
T 7 of Forests and Waters, I spent a day going with the
park authority in his Department and his Chief Fire
Warden to 1ookﬁ£§§§/a proposition to give the State
a scenic point Altoona provided the State would
develop the owner's real estate enterprise, Naturslly
I have had to mgke a report to lir. Staley, Secretary of
o Forests and vaters, and I have made that the occasion
: for an urgent demand that he hold a state park confer-
ence, -
DECLAGSIFIED * +
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We do not, however, blind ourselves to the fact
that this is hopeless unless lir. Finchot bscomes some-
what interssted in parks in an effective way. Three
weeks ago Frederick Law Olmsted was here and we dined
with Mr. Pinchots Most of the time, however, was
spent in listening to his very delightful story of
his South Sea trip, an d there was no opportunity
to get the real education that could come his way
started. s

We are really despairing here as to how we can
best interest him. Nr, Evison can do something. I had
hoped that Judge Payme might manage to tramp on his

+toes, and I think your visit with him at Yorktown was

all to the good. He is right now head over ears in an
unemployment relldiof proposition, but no plans are an-
nouced. There is a possibility that if he should an-
nounce a scheme for taking suitable lands for state

parks and using otherwise unoccupied labor to develop

these parks, the ILegislature which he may eonvene eould

be converted toward the necessary bond issme. I do not
know what will hgppen but I am very dubious about any-
thing worth while unléss and until Mr, Pinchot becomes

more of a park man and less of a devoted foroster. You

are probably aware that the National Park Service did

not come into existence until he had been licked in his
poeventive endeavors because he did not believe in national
parks as such apart from the Forest Service.

All thls,iof course, is confidential.

The fmerican Rose Society is a national organiza-
tion now, with about 4,000 members in every state and
province of America. Somethlnv like one hundred municipal
rose gardens have been establlshed and many more are in
prospeet. During the depression the Society has managed
to hold its level rather than lose membership, which is
a fairly good evidence that it is alive

Yours truly,

Hon. orace M, Albright
National Park “ervice,
Washington, L.C.
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e,
Dear Mr. Albright: Fis g
I have now had opportunity to look over with
interested care the report by Mr. Toll on the Hooker
Hammock situation in Florida.

Reading Mr. Toll's admirable report, I am im-
pressed by the facﬁ that the large ownership and physical
changes that have occurred since he made his survey need to ;
be added to the situation, in order properly to consider it. N

SIS

I have, therefore, asked some of these Sebring
folks to get busy and let me have the data, which I will
in due time then with pleasure transmit to you.

Should the Everglades Park enterprise come
through as it surely ought to do, then the improved status
of Hooker Hammock, snd the possibility of the parkway I
have mentioned, might get into the picture,

Certainly the state of Florida ought to do it
all, that state having nothing whatever to sell or live
on but climete, scenery and agricultural products, the
first two items of which can best be promoted by a sanely
managed state park establishment which could easily inter-
relate with the national park status estehlisghed for the
unique Lverglades llational Park.

: With hearty thanks for your kindness in permitting
me to see this report, which I sm herein returning, and with
ell sorts of best wishes in other directions, I am

3 s Yours trufy, ,
: JEMcF /LN .
Horace M. Albright, Director, 1 Mﬂm
; National Park Service, C::;/ J. Horace McFarlana D
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