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", there on August 22, 1961.

Chassahowitzka appears to be the most significant.

L that pqrticm,ar gap.
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Memor\aﬁduﬁi NﬂS ,,
To: The Director ropased :
From: Rc;iana.i Director, Rtgion One’ A-f(RS
Subject: Recomnaissance Report on Chas 8
. 'Cxttws Gounty, ?letma o _
Atﬁcma is a memdrandum tepm:t on the %assahewitzh mnﬁs .ﬁm

Florida, prepared by Park Planmner Vinten follewing his investiga
Ris study was made as a result of Ben
Thompsen's nemarandua of July 14, 1961, suggesting that we gonsider
this area in our National Recreation Plan studies and possibly in

ou: considerations for the Natxtmal Park Syst‘m. o

 This repert peints out that of the few remaining 1arge springs in

Florida which have not been developed by commercial interests,
When considﬁgﬁon
is enlarged to include 2} miles of the Chassahowitzka River and E(, 400
acres of the surfounding land snd fresh and salt water biological’
community, it at once becomes evigent that consideration for pxem~ ‘
vation in seme form of public ownership should be given, The fact
that such a spring is not now & major feature in an area of the
Natienal Park Systen suuests tzmt here may be an upportumty to fgn

on the basas of Mr. Vinten's repart we believe that the Chassm@witm
 8prings area warrants a full scale study te morg fully determine ite
‘suitability and be&hty a5 a possibm wnit af mm
-Bystem. _ T A

ional Pnﬂz ‘

We shall pia‘n %& cmdkct'a detailed jf

CMM Scans
//3/@00:3 |

on Mscm’nm

PLEASE RETURN T0:

In Tx%mm, v
:  TECHNICAL mmmnou cgmm

'DENVER SERVICE CENTER

Attachments (3) NATlONM. PARK SERVICE

'
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0CT 1 2 1961
Memorandum
'z'.l?m negieml mrectar, segizm f“me
'Ai‘rm: . ¢, R, Vinten, ?a:!t lemex: o

Subject: ltcconﬁaissmce Repezt on u: sssahowitzks Springe and Rivex,
G&tm& C:aunty, Florida = : BT

INTRODUCTION

In‘tarest mch hm :mng been damant in msaahaﬁm sm:iugs and d
niwm reviwd in hte Jw :mt:mg the confemnev betueen Pr, JoH
ﬁmzy Davis, Jt., mecssox saf Bci:any at the Universaty of Pium. -
and Lhief of the Mﬂsicm of !ntei‘pretatien. Dan Beurd 'ru mmé
of the tnvaatigntiw was to de'bemim m remeatianai szgniﬁcame
.,nimmmg;m:inz. | . e T

,:.M R
e ,‘.

.we contac ted Dr Pavis st the university oi' F.tox:.aa cmd nt thn dat&
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xn ozrder to m,ke a cmparison of values, m nwe a :outizw viait fo o

E both Ichafucknee Springs aad Blue Qprings nn éugust 28, en route ﬁ '
’rauahassee. (.,omnts on these two axeas arc imluded m the supyiéa-

ment nf this repos:t.

SRy oe nzammﬂénﬁms

-1 ~ : masamthm &prmgs was cans.idered nf #uperin: vaiue, nat
f.rm tha a‘tandpqim of the volm af w&ter pmducea alenﬁ or its |
. use u & sming ‘hole or teurist att:actizm, but zﬁ was jadged b’y

| "‘Vthe more substantzal valuea of scxentafic wpm:ianca in a umque fze!.d

of ‘botanical mterest. It was Judged ftom :ts aquat;lc .an& rgamne flota

A

. ‘ . and fwnu, its scenic beauty. xts unapoils& lmds amx w«zters, a.rm m«

- ease of z::eservatxon a! the ﬂaares smd back country. :

’li.'  An acea cf about 3 400 mms 5.; shmm on the attached map af
Citrus County . in red ink whtch emmp&ms a mhtxwtcnl :egmu |

-";,,ﬁm a range m{ Qca.lngzcu.l. varuum fmu t‘ash water to Mt water.

xx'z. The lemt,h of :mx wmm m and one-half mi.‘ies of m spriog

tepresents u Mmiral sprem £ o0 m low. fows txf rig m:l aguatie

e
i

rial nrchims thréqi" iN ;saims and

slim'os, ﬁ uﬁal and terv_b

. lowland hardmd fuxuts.

.!‘V.' These valﬁes" are mt Jmumto exist in any othet hndtnlm m:.ngs ‘
axd rhvers, nm it is mﬁ mmr&datzon that sexious mui&mtiw e
given to the &cmst%m m cstaw.im't ol about a 2 490-8&::*& area,

' as s!:cmn on the Map, 88 a mmmx monument for its ac:.eutzfic and: pub!ir

' mterest.

&




"ac:es of t:dal marsh and swampr ;Lands, assuring the additmn uf this

- pbst»antxll, ncrea_sge":tq the f:.elq of conssrvation.

vx 'I‘he combined na.tnral ve.lues her:e are greater than those at

B Icnatucknea and Blue Spnngs a.n:i ﬁational uenumeﬁt status z;in be
»Pln:ida s rema:.mng unda*velopeé springs and rz.vez's. - - L ) 1

»T.‘!us regmn is an excellent Qmmple of the hurdwocd and palm, low- o

3 hwmock Wet jungle wha.c:h p:&va.zls over a broad ares ef tms section .

af the state. v Chassahowitzka sprmg and River are ;wc&ted within a-

hewy frmmrk aﬁ 3ungu t“nxests mmn a.s almqst inpeﬁctzabxe. ‘l‘he . el .

,oahé. twq.x ny::tla maples, ash hiekuty and’ othcr wet-gromm hard-

~ and the ne

& f““" sish g‘“’“" o 4o msa wha. aquitic phuass and the mer

. A to o . o ' . °

V. ‘X»‘he westem end of tlns area muld Join the Lhaswhomtzka

: Natioml Wildlife Refuge wiuch places under px:otect:on about 30 0(}0

L
e e

' Thesc three d‘prings are r.«mtsidezed the best from ull stmdgsints of

| f“msﬁiiﬁxm or T3 Anxm

¥

wemling smms are c;'udat, mmlu vuginium, nurei ami mter

ﬂwm types of palms; "ﬂw Sahal ptlmetto. th@%l mtmr, '

e lpalm, (nhapmophyuum Hystzzx). Iu{@ﬂc;&mes amng

the shqxe were seen ma.ny orchms and mlr piants, amd occaswna_lly




) ) o . . o X
4 . N . . . : .
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] wa.s 50 pe:fectzy clear one could see uzge ané smli fisk and mmv

. blue crabs mving about ata distme.

-Mrés "ﬁe:é naétl too fmquent fer in Amgust the heavy gomdx’xfm'tmns -

of watet bi:ds have moved nﬂtthmtda Howew:, m did see American ,

- md . SROWY egmts, Leui&im hemns. one esprey or fishhawk, and & feu
kingfishem. : 4

v m‘" aﬁcmﬁﬂi N‘“%“ﬁu show the . acenes slong the river shores
| in netul but fzm- ' bu% in the river, the feeling was. of a jswmey D
through a sub«-twpical v&lﬁtrmns, the mlitude, the hlg t!uak ihalu
‘borders of the hurdwud faxcs‘ts, the air phnts and’ m:chids in the
‘ o treca. and tiac 1azy czm flaw of the bzead tiver, affered ‘s typc of

rec:teatim whieh is becamins an tee sca,rce theat duys. :

Not wzy was there “ siapie anamnt available fzm mq.kiu m trip-
o up M down the river, huz the hnmuedza z&inad frem being in the

ﬁmpaw uith m nmam a&n«nts :ln botany gm 2 &cﬁu pf under«»

stanéing uhic:h intensiﬁgd thia cujeyment eensidernﬁly.

' ban&u,@ Qﬂiﬁicm mtﬂ&&lu amd zlmitatia; mm flf eal ad i1
“ == anm;. f!.'his &ru could Mwe a g‘mtt &mumx Wlamtory For the




scientist, a botamcal classrom for the student md an en,;oyable
mtrodu:,tion to bmtany in the han&s of a skillad and traineu
',.intetpwter. The small resic}ential and cmmhl stxuctures mxch

ate concentrated m Iimiteé mmbe:s at the upper and lower sndn of

-'-thi: two and one«-half mile stretch’ cnuld be acqmred and th&ae areas

convett@d into v:.sitmr cente::s for m&tzct:ination and the stuting

" of a casusl and relaxmg trip by water into s 1a.mi of ctrtnn associ- o

mare sm:culent. However, this movement: does not apply to fzsh

'-duaastrous. . ' o - R

atmns. ﬂam we find that btoth fexmstxial anc aqu&t:h: pimﬂ move

' 'fram fresh water to sailt water and ftcm salt water to fresh watet with

m:ly 8 slight change in their 8tructute. Whez: fresh water pla.a’ts

move - mto the Exackish wa’eers they develop thu:ker 1eaves and bmm

. c'wbs which move qu:.te freely fronx sﬂt wateyr tc fresh water but :

any movement of fresh water species into salt mttr is bmmcs to N

"k

" u!mte visitors now flnc:k to mmrcial springs, where unique farest

‘has been mplacefl by twrist-trap t'y;pes of buzldings and attxacﬁtms,

here is a.n tmmrtumty for the acquuiﬁm af the few mlx shncks,
which slultez f:.sh m,m amd nttle ;ssmﬁch sw su as ts pemit

“the mll distu:bed area to go m to nature, A‘t 8 safe matam:c ‘

fron m .springs, w.s:.toz faa:ﬁi&ﬁé& could be nov.zded to serve the

 public who would come there for a substmtiui experience in whzch they

would learn mgt’hing of natyre throwgh the veuatile ‘and W&ﬂlea

methods perfected by the Natiemt erk snvice. !ubli%g mjoymnt




here med mt te lin fed to the educatiuna:l values of tm &::rmé;

and x:.ver, because we obsexm& retumitg, sparts f:lnhermen who hm

'- .fmme -the ahort sun down” to the waters of the. Mtioma& mmnfe

fuge ox trout fishing expedi tmns. ’L‘hey- mre' ::etummg in a very .

happy frame of mind mth 8 guodly supply of tmat whu:h would we:,z,h

. tnree or four pounds apiece.. “«'uch an muvity in thase surrnummw

. The ﬁwiogical atm:y can also be told in such 4 ’nsitor cemer,

need not be prohibited as those: wha fish in the nut-nfadocxs gm -

mften the ones who respnnd readily to an eﬂncatianal a:quticnce in

 the natural sciences, ' S

3 ;
s

expl.amiﬂg the ptocesses of nature which pmduced tim srwery am{

'the underlying s»ructures \mich are responszble far thase guat _

eprings whic-h prﬁduce milliana of galmns of walier each d&y. Here, &

at the cmmownm Springs area, are severai aprings witkiu a
:di.us of sbout; a hundred vuds, one group with ‘mzu or foux: wﬁm
just a few hundted feet northceut af the Min pool, and . mvm gtm |
at the head: ﬂf Crab Creak a few hmd:ed feet noztmest of ﬁm maia |

pobl. The wex'age f&ou fm@ *hil group of sprmg m: the years

day tzim, to both the large state iuﬁhtiod@ﬂnn mm their
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studcxits at over 10,000 iti each tiniversity.‘ The. as:ééx is also available
to tbe mmemns coueﬂes in snuthem Fleruia and iﬂ the sputheast, en

-~

t:iys which could averagc 'Lwo am in smae cases thme dwys in 1ength.

o votemial rmtiic use ‘,m he mtmateé frnm population statist:lcs.
‘vWithin a f:.fty-mile x'adins of the . spring, px}pulatmn in 1950 m 9?.000
and in 1960 had incrcased to 142 000 w;thxn a hunem&-mue rzmitu of .
the spming* the popuzmi.m in .1950 was é’?G oaa, and in 1960 ‘WRS OVer"
x .115 am The reg.mn here is ytomng and - the ;mt:riic meed for unspﬂim
| ateas uf th&s kind is incrsuing in dizect pmpert:lon tu this pbpnlatim
| gr.owth Py the sam token the few unapazueu and undeveloped springq -
‘ :emaimng cannot be expec,ted to survive more than a few short yeats
- _ becauac this sﬁma population gzrowth imreases the presme ef comer-
‘ c:lalzsa mtu any remote area which ‘can furn:.sh an excuse for a swccni'- a
fui typn af tnmxst attnction. - The springs of Plorzda have proven w :

. be om ot‘ ﬂmu thﬂmx.

SR mmm. PROCEDURE

ﬁn basis of this :mi,ti&l and Dtenuhu*y study. witimut the lmulf;t

', Ql!,u\e a,ppeaxa O no major :)bst&‘xe tmrard ‘the aequisit:& nf laml. |
m spring nay %;fgﬁzly high, bu't mos t of

Crand. v&im

.'tha rag
f'.‘égwmw, faming w: azuiag At Xcmma and: Bml Opringa the lands

M the heaa

P

48 of little value azrimlmmlly or from the standpoint eﬁ




Lol

: in' with comxcial opern%mm in connection with ﬁshmg :md ’ctah-

- Thexe may be pz:oblems of navigatmnal rigma on the wate:s of the g

when t:oumiaxies are dcmgmted or whe

Aacquisxtxoﬂ.

~ and River i» definitely r&;m:ﬁied for. Mi.mﬂ. Momstent status. We

However, the almoit submerged low hamsock lands are Asnite‘d only to
limiteti mcnatimﬂ use, and hydraulic: fills would make then: usabzg

anly ut the expense of kzuing the losv hardwood and pai.m hmecks. o

- Several new homes have appcazed east of the tmain pool of the spnwg

‘%ehexe some 1imi'ceé canals haw been clug to ;)ravxae fil:ls fox g can@l«-

type aubdivision. In other pls.ces espee:iauv aiung the river thon

small shacks have been built in plac&s where 1mﬂ awnem:p MM he

j ) quite doubtful. Cn. the shore of the spr:imv at the heu of Crab c:eek,‘

" theze is & new small residence which appurently has bﬂn I:uizt mare a8

fish:.ng lodge than as a pcmnent xesidence.

?s

ik 2.

river and spring, but any namga‘kmn cf & cmme:cul nature weuld ti! ;gf

N

P
b

‘trapping. If a base of theie opemtizms were pur&hn.sed the uae of

the streams for cmmial mvngatxon of small ouﬁﬁmxd type ba‘.ta

| m&é no longer ht.ve nsy jmtifixzttian. Problcma sm:h 35 *thm uy

,be given fu:thex stu&y snd amly;u md sbiut:.m may be ii:whfzed

= 5 are umilable £

e eoncldsion reached from this sMy is that Chassahowitzka Springs .

: .«;{ .
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. ‘ . o . -

‘ fin& it far'subetior in many uhys to Ichatucknee ani Blue Sptings,,thz -

 other two xemaining undeveioped and unspoilﬂd apr1ngs whxch are knonn

ta xemaan.  The nhassanewitzka area is of cOﬂsidetabl scientafic ¥alue

‘because of xzt inte::elatiun between fresh wafer and sale water canditxana
i_aﬂd because of its aasasiatznn with ‘the ﬁatiana& wildiifc Refuge *@ the

west. 1t possassea coﬁsidexabte scenic merzt ~coupled with the chatw

of & wilderness river flaaked by subttnpicaz hardwood and paln 1owb

haimock tands, This uet Jungle chatacte: can assure preaervatian of

, natuzsl values and will provxde its ow, barries awainst cammcrexai

| expzeztation and devglopment. . Its pzoximity to United Statiq H%chumyu

No. 19, 41 93 and 301 put it wzthxn reach of some’ of thcjammxﬁesﬁ

traveled nazth and south toads in the soutbe&st The'substantzal '?
¥
scientific values here can bccome broad eoucutional valuat uhen the

- excellient tgchnxgues-ef intetpretatiun pexfecteé by the National Park

Service are applied to the ﬁuplic service which this area can render.

c R. Vinten
 Park Planner

‘.§Uri‘l’ ‘g L
“ . H




CHASSAHOWITZKA SPRING
"The Main Pool"

Small houseboat on left - Diving platform on right used by local people.
"Boil" of spring is at right of diving platform., Picture taken from
boat landing at Fish House, August 22, 1961,

CHASSAHOWITZKA RIVER

P\QTU-'QE }’Y.)ISSI'IUG

The Chassahowitzka River winds between jungle walls for about two miles -
in total solitude except for about 15 river-edge cabins at scattered
locations. An elderly couple, the only other intrusion here, adds a
very appropriate contrast to the scene, as they fish near the dense shore.



T

CHASSAHOWITZKA SPRING

About halfway between the spring and the marshes the forest wall is edged
by a dense stand of cabbage palms, Water here is very clear and shallow,

a few feet deep, and covered with a variety of aquatic plants. The current
is moderate, and water hyacinths do not become a hazard,

CHASSAHOWITZKA RIVER

The winding river is alternately nmarrow and broad, but only navigable
for small outboard type boats. It is used throughout by both commercial
and sports fishermen whose catches come from salt water, further down-
stream,



CHASSAHOWITZKA SPRING AND RIVER

The short transition here from fresh, to brackish, to salt water ecology
gives the spring and river its highest significance as a scientific
laboratory, Here we are 70 miles from the Uniwversity of Florida and 180
miles from Florida State University. The botamical spread covers the
range from the algae and aquatic slimes to terrestrial and aerial orchids.

CHASSAHOWITZKA RIVER

The lower river widens, and here saw grass and cattails of the brackish
margins develop thicker leaves and a heavier appearance. From here to
the marshes, about 1/4 mile to the west, about a dozen small piers
represent that many small vacation homes.




CHASSAHOWITZKA RIVER

Here, the end of the hardwoods and palms gives way to a maze of salt

marsh islands, which form the beginning of the U. S, Wildlife Refuge

beyond, The water here has a slightly salty taste, but plant associ-
ations seem to cling to the ecological patterns of fresh water.

CHASSAHOWITZKA RIVER

—

At the eastern boundary of the Federal wildlife refuge, the view to the
west is across flat marshes of both fresh and salt water grasses. The

horizon is also flat, broken by an occasional cabbage palm "island” or
a patch of exotic "Australian Pine" (left).

Beyond this point one should
hire a guide.



CHASSAHOWITZKA RIVER

One of the river-edge cabins which gives promise of raising questions

of land
locked and barricaded on the date of the study.

CHASSAHOWITZKA SPRING
"Crab Creek"

title and the access rights of its builders. All of these were

1 springs is about 500 feet below

. where this small houseboat marks the junction with the
is from the spring-pool looking down "'Crab Creek”, (A

Another group of smal

small springs lies above

the main pool
river. The view
second group of
et.)



CHASSAHOWITZKA SPRING
"Crab Creek

This view is in the opposite direction from the bottom picture on the

preceding page., A new residence has just been completed, the only
intrusion here. It can be reached by means of a narrow woods road,
and also by shallow draft boat,



SUPPLEMENTARY DATA
on ‘
ICHATUCKNEE SPRINGS - COLUMBIA COUNTY

BLUE SPRING - MADISON COUNTY

A study to pfbvide ccmpariai;ons to justify the signiﬁcance of
Cnassalxowitzka Springe and River; to ‘agm:e thé na’t:l,onai stature
of this spring and five‘x in comparison to the qtﬁers, 8o as to
present it with some degree of perspective as a candidate for

Natioml-ﬂonumentv recognition,

The following two pages are 'éesigned to present fheié two undevelopéd
springs for the purpose of comparing their natural values and partic-

ulgtly their scicutific interest and educational potcntial.




ICHATUCKNEE SPRINGS - COLIMBIA COUNTY
"The Main Pool"

The main pool at - Ichatucknee Springs - Columbia County. Diving platform

and a few "pole” picnic tables the only structures, Shows signs of heavy

use and erosion of high banks, Otherwise wild and environs primitive,
'his is one of six

except country road near spring is now being widened,

springs producing combined flow, ranking 3rd in mugnitude in Florida.

ICHATUCKNEE RIVER - AT U, S, #441

Ichatucknee River - at U, S, #441, 3 miles below the main spring at

bri n U, 5. #441, Here the stream is about 50 feet wide 10 feet
yr more in depth, extreme clarity f water make it look like a wet
paved road, Bott i hit 1 i alg Current i ifi




BLUE SPRING - MADISON COUNTY

Heavily used - no improvements or facilities.

Note - high sand bank -
completely worn, Spring

boil"” is under tree in lower left corner.

L

. Withlacoochee River is about 50 yards from white spot in river (center)

made by children swimming

BLUE SPRING - MADISON COUNTY

View toward high worn bank in above picture. Spring "boil” is under

high,dark bank in right center, above "mermaid” in lower richt. Other
. high banks around spring are worn by heavy use and eroded by rains.
Pool and stream bottoms are rough and rockyv.

«aliidd
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