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o . Somewhere in the land fo
‘which he gave so much, there
* “should be room for a me-
- ~morial to Albert Einstein.

< "+ But because, in the 3,628-,
130 square miles of America,
~ none has been made avail-
able, the last sculpture posed

. for by the father of atomic

science is about to be turned
out of the land he loved, and
sent to Germany—the land
he fied.

An offer by a West Ger-
man group to put up the
memorial created by Robert
Berks is still open. And Mr.
Berks, disappointed repeat-
edly in a nine-year quest for
a sponsor, is abouf to accept.
~_ What is needed in America

15 enough room suitably to
" display the 21-foot disc me-
morial, and $180,000 to
- match the German offer.

Many Near DMisses

“I've hed a fantastic his-
tory of near misses,” Mr.
Berks said yesterday at his
studio at 162 E. 92d St. “At
Princeton President (Robert
F.) Goheen said he wanted
to have it in Princeton, hut
Dr. (Robert) Oppenheimer,
of the Institute of Advanced
Studies (where Einstein lived
. and worked) said Einstein
was ‘to big for just a piece
~of sculpture.'”

In Israel, the land of the
exile, the sculpture almost
caused a government crisis,
Mr., Berks said., A subscrip-

tion was raised to erect the
memorial, but because of the
Orthodox Jewish prohibition
against graven images, the
fund was not completed.

Einstein Medical College
did buy a head from Mr.
Berks' model, but not the
full memorial, “They said
they needed the money for
buildings first,”” Mr. Berks
explained.

Israel Give Him Chance

Mr. Berks got a chance {o
model Einstein after win-
ning the international com-
petition sponsored by Israel
and the Chaim Weizman In-
stitute for the best sculpture
of the first president of
Israel,

He has subsequently sculp-
tured many of the famous
of the world, including the
late Supreme Couri Justice
Louis 'D. Brandeis; Ernest
Hemingway, Leonard Bern-
stein, Mary McLeod Bethune,
educator and founder of the
National Council of Negro
Women, and Rabbi Stephen
S. Wise.

Mr. Berks modeled Ein-
stein in the scientist’s clut-
tered Princeton, N. J., study
in April, 1953. “I said to
him, “Why do you allow me
waste your time posing,” the
sculntor recalled.

“His answer was, ‘I long
ago realized that people need
heroes. I would much rather
have it be someboday harm-
less like me than have it be
somebody like Hitler or Mus-
solini.’ "
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Mrs. R. L. Henderson
Bouth Bide Brive
Oneonta, Few York

Bzar Mrs. Henderson:

Procident Kennedy has asked us to reply to your letter of October 15
in whieh you suggest that the Federnl) Government might give aid for
the purpose of establishing & memorial to the late Albert Rinstein,
You enclosed a clipping of a rewspaper article, apparently from the
Hew York Herald Tribune, which discussed the subjeet of a memorial
for Mx. Einstein and which ¢cuches on the intercst of Primceton
University and a group in West Germany for its cntablishment.

Memorials to individuals traditionally have been aughorized by the
Congress. The memorials here in Washington to Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln, and other eminent publie fijures in qur history,
for instance, have all been the subject of Congressiomml act and
authorization, end no deubt o memorial to Binstein would be an
appropriate subject for the consideration of the Congress.

The Naticmal Park Service has been and is 8%1ll engaged in a
Rational Survey of Hiotoric Sites and Buildings. This Sarvey
conslders cutstanding oites ard eminent perscnages who have

played umusually important roles in cur history and submits data

to the Advisory Board on Fational Parks, Historic Bites, Buildings,
and Momuments whieh evaluates them as to their nationsl significance
In such evaluation, however, the Advisory Board has long followsd

a rule that {t will not consider for evaluation any individual whose
main contribution to history and claim to fame 15 of less than

50 years.

This rule had been adopted by the Advisory Beard amd approved by the

Secretary of the Interior as a means of attaining objectivity by

ot Judging an individual's role in history in his own lifetime and |

at or neer ths time events have taken place. Applicetion of this J‘\/‘)
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rule gives the parapsctive neefed for aauad Wm. Applying
this rale, as you vill mote, multos M. Biistain $seiigible at this
time for evelustion by the Advisery Houxd $m the Natlonmal Survey of
Historie Sites and mwm

This rule, hewevey, does not have any applicstion vhatever to whether
the Congress would wigh to ¢onsider the question of e suitadle
meworial to B. Binstein.

smemly yours,
(SGD) JECASUN E. ribL

Assistant Director

Copy to: gional Director, Northeast, w/c of inc.
ranch of History, w/c of inc.
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