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~ · .. ·. J tatue Bound for Germany /I 

-· A;-e;·icans Findgo Roon1 
For Memorial to Einstein 

OJ The Herald Tribune StaJj 

By Fred C. Shapiro 
.( Somewhere in the land to 
- ·\\~hich he gave so much, there 

-< ~hould be room for a me-
. · morial to Albert Einstein. 
·~~ ' But because, in the 3,628-, 

130 square miles of America, 
l10ne has been made avail­
a·ble, the last sculpture posed 
for by the father of atomic 
science is about to be turned 
out of the land he loved, and 
sent to Germany-the land 
he fled . 

An offer by a West Ger­
man group to put up the 
memorial created by Robert 
Berks is still open. And Mr. 
Berks, disappointed repeat­
edly in a nine-year quest for 

~ a sponsor, is about to accept. 
What is needed in America 

1s enough room suitably to 
- display the 21-foot disc me­

morial, and $180,000 to 
match the German offer. 

Many Near Misses 
"I've hed a fantastic his­

tory of near misses," Mr. 
Berks said yesterday at his 
studio at 162 E. 92d St. "At 
Pr inceton President (Robert 
F.) Goheen said he wanted 
to have it in Princeton. but 
Dr. <Robert) Oppenheimer. 
of the Institute of Advanced 
Studies <where Einstein lived 
and worked> said Einstein 
was 'to big for just a piece 
<>f sculpture.' " 

In Israel, the land of the 
exile, the sculpture almost 
.caused a government crisis. 
Mr. Berks said. A subscrip-

tion was raised to erect the 
111emorial, but because of the 
Orthodox Jewish prohibition 
against graven images. the 
fund was not completed. 

Einstein Medical College 
did buy a head from Mr. 
Berks' model, but not the 
full memorial. "They said 
they needed the money for 
buildings first, " Mr. Berks 
explained. 

Israel Give Him Chance 
::v.rr. Berks got a chance to ; 

model Einstein after win- ~ 
ning the in ternational com- i 
petition sponsored by Israel i 
and the Chaim Weizman In- ~ 
stitu te for the best sculpture { 
of the 11rsL president of ~ 
Israel, -+ 

He has subsequently sculp- ~ 
tured many of the famous -+ 
of the ' world, including the t 
late Supreme Court Justice + 
Louis D. Brandeis; Ernest t 
Hemingway, Leonard Bern- -+ 
stein, Mary McLeod Bethune, ! 
educator and founder of the -+ 
National Council of Negro -t 
Women, and Ra.bbl Stephen t 
S. Wise. i 

Mr. Berks modeled Ein- 1< 
stein in the scientist's clu t- t 
tered Princeton, N. J .. study t 
in April. 1953. "I said to .,.. 
him, •·why do you allow me t 
waste your time posing," t.he , 

sculptor recalled. ~ 
' 'His answer was. 'I long -+ 

ago realized that people need t 
heroes. I would much rather 1< 
have it be someboday harm- ~ 
less like me t.han have iL be -+c 
somebody like Hitler or Mus- 1< 
solini.'" ~ 
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raz.s. R. L. Henderson 
Seuth Side D.dve 
Oneonta, Bew York 

Dear Mrs. Benderaont 

1 ~·:· ?. ~ 

_'., '._.\I'.' 

fresiclent Jrauaq has aalfed us to ~ to )"GUr letter ot October 15 
in Whieh you suggest tlla't the Federal Government llllgbt atve 814 for 
the purpose ot eatablieh1Dg a mamorlal to the late.Al"ben mtnstetn. 
You enc1osed a clippinS of a MWJ&Jer anlele, ~ from the 
lTew York Heralct ~bune, Whieh tiscusse4 the subJeet of a memorial 
tor M\'". Einstein and Which touches on the interest of Princeton 
Vniverstty am a group in West tlermBIQ" fer iila esta'bliabment. 

Memorials to 1nd1v14uals trac11tionall1' have been em§horlsed by the 
Congress. !'he memor1ala here in Wa&h:lagtcn te fbc:mas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lineoln, am other eminent public np.rea in aur history, 
tor 1Jl8tance, have all been the nbJeet of Congressional acct and 
authorization, and no doubt a memorial to Einstein voul4 be an 
appropriate eubJect tor the oonside.ration of the Oongrese. 

'Ille latioml Park Service baa been an4 is still npp4 1n a 
Rational Survey ot Binorto Sites and BuiliHDfP. !ld.s fbrveJ' 
COBS14ara wtatamling sites and. eminent personages who have 
plqed WlWhlalJ.y lmport;ant roles in our history amt submits data 
to the .Ad:ri.so17 Board en Jratioml Parks, 111ster1c Sites, Buil4ings, 
aa4 Momuneuts whieh evaluates them as to their national. sigatticance 
In sucll evalua'\ion, bowever, the Advisory Boazd has long follo'Wri 
a rule that it will not eonaider tor evaluation a.ny 1ncliv14ual whose 
main contribution to history and olaim to tame ti: a· of less than 
50 :years. 

trhis rule ba8 been adopted by the Advi.sory Board and approved by the 
Secretary ot the Interior as a means of attainiq objectivity by 
not Judging an 1nd1 vidual' s role in Ma tory in his own lifetime and 

1 at or near tbe time events have taken place. Application of this "}J 
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rule gtves tbe )PeNJUtlve aee4etl.t'.-~-~-· ~ 
this :Nle, as r-·. td1l ll8te:,,:.J81fea lt-•'-~:'UleHdble $t this 
time tor eval'UIA:lon by t1te ~ ·a.a:rd. la tll8 matloaal SUneJ" .ot 
llistorie sttes am aat1ctDg&. · 

'!b1a rW.e, hevevea', l.Oee not lUne BD1' ~- lfh&teve.r to Vhether 
the Conpeas WfAll4 "19hto ~er tl1G cpiestiml ~a su.ttable 
memorial to Mr. Einate:l.n. 

Sincerel.7 70llr&, 

{SGD) Jf;;.c;'\SOl'l E. 1~ cUGt 

Aesistmrt Direetor 

I/ 
Copy to: itegional Director, Northeast, w/ c of inc. 

rre.nch of History, w/ c o:f inc. 

REAppleme.n:ncb 11/6/62 


