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APPROVED: 

P,ROP9§1£1) PAIWL\ Oput NATIONAL PARK,• ,_ .......... 

The area un4el' OODddentlon la G 1~ Gal.led tho Ban"0-
0olOR4o lala'Dd 111 the~~~' ot Oa'1111 Late 1.n tho 
Peuma Canal Zone.. Thia area 1• a dGH •optoal jungle• ~he 
1al.alld hlng tormed 'by 'he tl.ood1ng ot the Uke. · 

SUggeated aa a mtional lJU'k to Mr. Lorne IV. Qaroley and 
brought to our attention b7 Dr. Bryant on ~pt. 22. 1952. 

Thia Bl'ea wa 1nw•t1gated b7 Thoa. c. Vlnt who sub1Ji1 tted 
an adverae report on :S'ebl'WU'Y lts, 1953, 1n whtoh be ate.tea 
that this 1eland le now se~ aeido ao a H1l.4 Lite ~oel'Te 
and 1a maintaimd by aut>soriptiomt under the d1reot1on ot 
the :tnsU tute f ,or Resoar.ob l'D 'rroptonl AJ:ner1ca. 

'fhe :f'ollorillg iB a quotation fr<J";l Jfl.". Vtnt•a ~'>port: 

"MY recQl:lilen.dailon is tl'Ult ~inco the ur.>a io now serv1ns 
1 ts bee~ ~.8$ \lnclet.t 1 tt pl'Qj)O?' deB.i6)1Ul.t10n11 QM 1 to J>O$i tiaD 
with.in the OaDAl z.ono· givoo U adaqun.w ndm!nhtrative 
prot~ction, theretore there 1a no need or aonaidertng it 
tor park use . .. 

It 1o reoommetnded that this urea be dieapp~ovcd as a 
national pai-k. 

C. L. i7IR'l'H• 

j ) • - . \ . 

Director. 
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ADDRESS ONLY 

FJELD HEADQUARTERS 

NATIONAL PARK -SERVICE 
40 1) U NDERWOOD BUIL.D.NQ 

S AN F RANCISCO, CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES 

.~~)~:~Eit}1c;.. ... EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .. ' 
;f.·. ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

C.,,., FC.B ?.,0 '1:33 1. ~ FIELD HEADQUARTERS 

. ;J . , . SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
1 • I(\ :.i •) f.\\ :'··.- ·. 

{~1 1tf I '' /-.1·. • :.-.,::-· ............... _ . .:._~::;_-___ ,,. 
The Director 

National Park Servioe 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

February 15, 1933 

In compliance with instructions contained in your letter of 
October 24, 1932, I returned from Washington, D. c. to San Francisco via 
the Panama Canal for the purpose of making an inspection of the Barro­
Colorado Island in Gatum Lake which has been proposed as a National Park. 

Itinerary. 

I ma.de the trip from New York to San Francisco on the Graoe Line 
Steamer "Santa Cecilia11

, l eaving New York at noon, December 24,, and 
reached San Francisco at 8 A.M. January 16. The ship wa.s a day later 
on its schedule and passed thru the Canal on New Year's Day, 1933, 
instead of December 31, 1932, pe r schedule. Due to the holiday, I 
was unable t o learn much of the island or see any one connected with it 
during the t ime the ship was in port at Cristobal. The trip was made 
at no additional expense to the Gover mnent than r eturning vrest by r a il , 
by making the thru j ourney without a stop-over. Therefore I made no 
arrangements for a stopever at the Canal and my inspection is limited 
to such obaervati ons as can be made from a boat on the regular passage 
thru the Oanal. The channel thru Gatum Lake (see attached maps) passes 
quite close to the shor e l ine and affords an opportunity to see nearly 
one half the entire shore of the island. 

Description. 

The Barro Colorado Island is in the southern part of Gatwn Lake 
(about eight miles from Gatum, which is loco.tad at the upper end of the 
Gatum Looks). It is the l ar gest island in the lake and was formed when 
the lake was flooded. It is a dense tropical jungle, one part of the 
shore line is very much the same as any other, the dense tropical foliage 
comes do"n to t he water line at every point. The only break in the dense 
f oliage was the clearing for the site of a small group of headquarters 
buildings. 
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Present Status. 

The island is now set aside as A Wild Life Preserve , and is maintained 
by subscriptions under the direction of the Institute for Research in 
Tropical America. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The area is ideally suited for its present use -Jc. Wil d Life Preserve. 

It might well be compared to the "Research Reserves11 we have in a 
number of the National Parks. Such areas have scientific values as their 
entire purpose. To open them for popular use would offset their major 
purpose. Whereas, such aree.s may he.ve a place wi·bhin a National Park to 
afford the proper protection, such an area in itself is not sufficient 
to establish it as a park area. A park is more than that. Its p r esent 
status - A Wi l d Life Preserve - . more accuro.tely expresses the use and 
purpose of Barro Colorado Island. 

Being within the Canal Zone, it .can have the same protection value 
it would have within a National Park. 

r- ~-\ My: reconnne'ndation 'iB· that sinoe the area is now serving its best use 
under its proper designation, and its · position within the Canal Zone gives 
it adequate administrative protection, therefore there is no need of 
considering it for Park Use. 

The Canal. 

The Panama Canal is e.n outstanding feature in the list of things 
to see in this world. In its way it has a. drawing value or tourist 
attraction values equal to those of The Grand Canyon, . The Yellowstone 
or The Yosemite. Seeing it is a life titne experience. It belongs in 
a different list than the National Parks. as it is a monumental exhibit 
in the works of the hand of man, 'Whereas the National Parks contain 
monumental exhibits or the Natural. It would lead the list of such things 
as the Boulder Dam - The City of Washington, which are features of 
National accomplishment and oompare as "things to see in a lif'etime't -
with the natural features in National Parks. 

The movement on foot which places the Boulder Dam as a. tourist 
attraction under the administration of the National Park Service might 
after a trial there, be extended and include The Panama Canal, e.nd the 
City of Washington. Such a relationship is the only one I could see 
for the National Park Service in the Canal Zone. I do not feel that 
serious thought should be given that until some eA'Perience has been had 
on ihe arrangement proposed at BouldEir Dam. The thought is introcluoed 
in these connnents merely to shON the . only possible apparent place for 
the Park Service at the Pana.ma Canal. 
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As to Barro Colorado Island itself, it is ideally suited to its 
present use and purpose, - A Wild Life Preserve. That is not sufficient 
to make it a Park Area; to attempt to make it more, would result in the 
defeat of its present purpose and would undoubtedly bring a result which 
would accomplish neither its present or enlarged purpose satisfactorily. 

Very trulSf.f {'°. JJ, 
Thos. c. Vint, 

Chief Landscape Arohitect. 

Enol. 

3 



: ·"4' 

.. , .. ; .. 

: ~ ' .. . 
~' .• ! . '. 

MR .. ;~ .. L•~,· ~~ON~ .. 
Secret~: ~t: ltarj' . :· 
War .~p'~ent, · 
Washlrlgton·, D. Co 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

'• ·-

yq:·a, 1944. 

A meeting of the Directors· of the ~·anal r.c>ne .Biological· Area should be held 
some time before the end of the :pre~en~·:-.riScal year.. · 

Ordinarily· ~re~;8!1:~.• ·.~t.,,a..)n,j.<?fi.j,·:,9.t ·"t~· :~~f ec,t~~s, . ~~~:\;#~~~~~.tatives ot 
those who· can not· at~~'d~·'i:s ·~~:f'tfc.~~~\:~ · ·:i'h~~·:.l".e.~1.~·h~~:!e.~~/~~~(~e~-~ desirable 
that a full attendance be had if pos·s.:l:ble.· The .~ea'Son .. f.()r t~,~~ ·i~A~hat certain 
questions of. policy ·affecting the us~. ·.of B8*o Coloracfo·· .~sl8Ad-h&ve recently come 
up and on which I hesitate to pas·s judgment without· consideration by the entire 
Board. 

While I do not think the meeting need take more than half or three-quarters 
or an hour at the most I realize that you, Secretary Ickes and Secretary Wickard 
are extremely busy men and that it 114ght be' inconvenient tor some or all of you 
to attend at a time I might des~gnate. Since I think that the other members of 
the Board can accommodate themselves to. a time convenient to you three, I sug­
gest that you let me lmow the time and place in late May or early' June which 
will be likely best to suit your convenience. I am sending copy of this letter 
to Messrs. Ickes and Wickard and, also for their information, to the other 
members of the Board. The meeting can, of course, be held as usual in 1111' office 
in the National Academy of Sciences if that is most convenient. The only times 
at which, so far as I know, I have fixed engagements hhat can not be broken are 
Wednesdq, Mq 24th, and June 1 - 6 inclusiveo 

For your information, I would say that the policy questions which have 
arisen are concerned with war research and development problems of a tropical 
or jungle character in which the Arrq, Na'VY or OSRD are interested and for which 
Barro Colorado Island seems almost ideally suited. If undertaken they will, 
however, involve facility, construction and types of work different from any 
heretofore employed. They do not, however, appear to be inimical to thepermanent 
purposes of the Area. !(y' own present f eeli.ng is that, if this can be assured so 
that we are satisfied that the primary conditions for which Congress set aside 
the Area are not jeopardized, the requests should be acceded to, both in further­
ance of the war effort and the main purposes or the Area. 

If this is done, we should require, I think, that the following conditions 
be met: 

1. All work undertaken should be with the general approval or the Area 
in order to insure against damage to it. 

2. Occupancy should be temporary and at the sole discretion of the Area. 

J. Buildings or other structures and experimental areas should be with 
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Copy to Secretary C • ~. Wickard· 
Secretary H.· L. Ickes 
Other Members of Boardo 
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