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y Murphys, Calaveras Co., Calif. 

August 6, 1938 

Dear President & Wife 
' '11< 

Eti ,,i I just rec'd a book f rom my Niece, of the Carlsbad Caverns 
of Ne.i Mexico, as she is naking a tour of U .s. from Frisco. I 
see that is Governmentally owned, that is too far away for an 
ordinary perons to visit. I have the best prospect in Calif 
for a wonderful cave here in Murphys on the rood to Calaveras 
Big Tree Grove, 3/8 of a mile from the Mercers Cave a nice one 
discove:ved 57 years ago. My Prospect is 3/8 mile east of this 
cave and a much bigger blowout on surface, it is 200 ft F.ast 
and 600 ft west of present crack l/4 mile long N & S bottom 
of blowout hole is 106 ft deep from 2 to 18 ft wide the zone is 1000 
ft wide to change of fornntion. I am almost in one months work with 
2 of us will open it up But a poor man can 1 t do anything so I 
write you to see if you or (Govt.) I mean cant take it over and 
make a wonderful cave of it it is surely located in the most 
accessabie place 3/8 of a mile north of Big Tree wood nice read 
to hill. I have a 5 yr bond on property. I am a bard worker 
a horseshoer and blacksmith by trade but no more work to do 
now give me a lift buy this place & open it up or any kind of 
a Deal you want let me hear from you 

. .I 

Yours best 

/s/ Frank Vaneiel 
Murphys, 

Calif. 

10 days will be time enough to decide ans please 
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THE DIRECTOR. NAT IONAL PARK SERVICE 
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Murphys, Calaveras County, 
California. 

January 1, 1939 • 

:' : 1 •• : 1 w' Teady t o demonstrate what I have in regard to a large, 
1 :" "T ,n,~•.1,c: c;ave ic limes tone formation. I have a stretch of country 

; ·«' ''~Lt 2ufl ~l'est with l h lHS Which demonstrate that I am in 
't :'· :ii o.c ·1JJ.t·. the :Jercu::-:; Unde r ground Cave, one-half mile westerly 

; :w ~~sre ~s variou s hole s of great depth and peculiar openi ngs 
,. /' me' 1 n'''-'r a:~.Onf? the same li11e clear over to the change of' forma­

, i · -:;f e.:::·c;'...md on my ee.c»'c . This is too big a proposition for a small 
r i1Y t c. ·_;r·cn nr· a~~ I have been working on same for nearly four years 

, f ~j 

J. 

, ' ' 

f '? el ~3-t ff.i.VF.: YO'tJ an illustration of Vilhat I have done and you 
,~eve. The :~ocat~i or.. i(3 on the Calaveras Big Tree road, one-q_uarter 

,,, .. r·i·. i,, 8.11(: .? beB:u t iful v i ew of whole valley where town is situated 
cJ ':.' tc 2_r·--;.·02ch.. Is on what is called. Rocky Hill, of sey 300 

.' .. 'JE.ti0r. ;':.bc..vc vaLLey f loor . The re are holes blown into formations 
'>. ~:·', .. ,-r;\;~;:"1,r>' r1i le jn length from 2 to 10 or 12 feet wiCle, and I have 
·c' d<:~'-'i: :1 J'.,1:rb~:.' of them and the;r all trend northward toward 3ig 

l , -r1 :i t. 1 .,, I'i _rc;t ()TH:' I vqcn ed was on a crack running North and South 
'· ~·.:cm? to 4 :f.'t . wlcle, sev e r a l hundred feet long, and was 105 ft. 

, Tn tbc :Ci rw<;. bole I or)ened a nd from 3 to 20 ft. wide and running 
11 ., ~ 8n b0tt0rr six fee t from north rim where the end of crack is situated. 

c rr:y ~):r.-r:,Ecnt worklngs on a ho1e 4 ft, wide and pitching north 
J "'r•r ;,, tc F '\"';, ·p-J du a.nd v ery ir r eguln r all the way down to bottom. 

,. ;· '" .1.: cwrw ::i.s fj_r,3 I, one I opened up , only that first one is 
· ,·kr;;-, shll~~ to.is ~me is only n5 f eet deep so I think both came 

·:··,'--: :o_;y 1 c•nly on<:: .Le-: above the ot h er. I am describing this as 
r', -~;t •rn J. can by n e '.lsurements . T~: e whole line is a few miles 

·:·•d. ·~ have. cne--ha.lf nri l e in center and very much the largest. 
'.::'"'; Cuvc i ,,· :in line one - haJ.f m:i.le of me, is now in operation 

/"U cu·Y.·e to exa.m:Lne th is, come to lVIurphys inquire of P.Me, 
j ;, '" c;ie fri:Tt<'l c•f mine , 1\/'.r. Mitchl er, end he will di1•ect you to me. 

Yours very res:oect fully~ 

(sgd ) Frank Vanciel. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPA.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

'.r·e hr.rt1J received your lotter ot January l, concerning 
u. }.:lr.reott::'ln~ OflVe l'thi ~l1 yoi1 have opened up in Oalaveras · 

t.Jn.dN?.' m:·thorH;;r 1»?escr i bcd by various acts ot Congress, 
.r;Jw '?hrtln:na1 )~01·k' ~en:i. ce mainted.ns and operates only areas 
cf' .ini.atnn.d'.1.ng nati om1l import-a.nee tor their seaW.c, seientif­
'.<.:, 1.iil".toric o:· raorea~ional 11alue.:- In order for an area to 
::,1;.~·.J:t:r'y to::.· F~ltiGra1 admtni~t:ration it must meet the high 
;;;tn11d.Gt!":h:i ~ilt··~~•ds eotabl:l.shed fop the national park system. 
It lG <~.crc.btful th~lt t l'l.a limestone cave Whieh you describe 
:octs ·tI1 ·::se 1~1g1J. at ando.rd,s; however, in order that the 

recnint:lom;J, :pote:ixt:i. a.Htif}B of the re~on may not be OV"Sl""" 

.hlo: .. cc 1 'V() c;re rofo1•ri l1f;,_ t he matter to our Regional Offiee, 
-:~ ... n -:·:eo:J;.c:l.;;;co, C:;;liforn:ta, for oonstderation i.n co:n:neot1on 
. J ·:,;: '· t iH~ Pa.t·~·: ~ H:i:rl<:': ay end Rec?'~ati onal ... JU>ea f~tudy. !fh1s 

nm.~~·· '~ci·:J ~n1th:..1!'l,z-.ed by 'line Act- or ·coJ:!gress approved .June 
113 f 1: :-50. ~nd i :uclutlea E:I. su:rvay ot a3rl recraatiol:'W.1 areas 
~n1. 1.;4;hl0 i'or t:.id.r3:t.nistre.t1. on by ·the va:r.ious states and counties, 
oe wcr .U n<3 n.reo;J daairable for tr;Jtltlsion in the nati.o:nal park 

cr. 1 : :··H,··1, with ce. of 

Conrad 1~ Wirth, 
Supervisor ot Reereation 

~me. !~1nd Planning. 
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