Murphys, Calaveras Co., C, lif,

August 6, 1938

Dear President & Wife

B I just rec'd a book from my Niece, of the Carlsbad Caverns

of New Mexico, as she is making a tour of U.S., from Frisco, I

see that is Covermmentally owned, that is too far away for an
ordinary perons to visit, I have the best prospect in Calif

for a wonderful cave here in Murphys on the road to Calaveras

Big Tree Grove, 3/8 of a mile from the Mercers Cave a nice one
discovered 57 years ago. My Prosvect is 3/8 mile east of this

cave and a much bigger blowout on surface, it is 200 ft East

and 600 ft west of present crack 1/4 mile long N & S bottom

of blowout hole is 106 £t deep from 2 to 18 ft wide the zone is 1000
£t wide to change of formation. I am almost in one months work with
2 of us will open it up But a poor man can't do anything so I
write you to see if you or (Govt.) I mean cant take it over and
make a wonderful cave of it it is surely located in the most
accessable place 3/8 of a mile north of Big Tree wood nice road

to hill, I have a 5 yr bond on property. I am a hard worker

a horseshoer and blacksmith by trade but no more work to do

now give me a 1ift buy this place & open it up or any kind of

a Deal you want let me hear from you

t]

Yours best

/s/ Frank Vaneiel

Murphys,
Calif.

10 days will be time enough to decide ans please
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Murphys, Calaveras County,
California.

January 1, 1939,

‘ dy to demonstrate what I have in regard to a large,
far rave in limestone formaticn. 1 have s stretch of country
i 16 i h lines which demonstrate that I am in

reus Underground Cave, one-half mile westerly
*icus holes of great depth and peculier openings
: the same line clear over to the change of forma-
en my esst. This is too big a proposition for a small
as 1 have been working on same for nearly four years

pive you an illuStration of what I have done and you
location is on the Calaveras Big Tree road, one-quarter

r'h**‘VI Viww of whole valley where town is situsted

: on what is called Rocky Hill, of say 300

ley floor. There are holes blown 1nto formations

1 ienﬁth from 2 to 10 or 12 feet wide, and I have

} they all trend northward toward Big

1 was on a crack running North and South

several hundred feet long, and wss 105 ft.

I opened and from 3 tc 20 4. wide and running

from north rim where the end of crack is situated,

workings on a hole 4 ft, wide and pitching north
:nd very irregular all the way down to bottom.

one I opened up, only that first one is

is only 75 feet deep so I think both came

above the other, I am describing this sas

~guvbment Tiez whole line is a few miles

in wnter and very much the Jaigest,

¢ this, come to Murphys inguire of P.M.,
¥r, Mitchler, and he will direct you to me.

Yours very respectfully,

(sgd) Frank Vanciel.

arnd tell me

dhen your men will come to view same,.
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Jenuary 10, 1939.
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Mrphys, Caleveras County, f”% ﬁﬂf& [
California. 5/1

» e, Vanelel:

‘o have received your letter of January 1, concerning
& .‘i.:i,;z'f% f;ram gave which you have opened up in Galavems
v, Galifornis.

stonding natiopal importence for their seenle, scientif-
toric or reoresticnsl value;  In ordsr for an aresa to
ity for Pederal gdministration it must meet the high
2' s elready sshablished for the nationel park systenm.
wbtful that the limestons cave which you deseridbe
i i&ﬂﬁa kigh standerds; however, in order that the
vhiongd @Gtﬁﬁ%%ali%i@& of the reglon may not be over~
wa are referring the matter to our Regiomasl Offiece,
7~::ao California, for comsideration in connection
“ark, Torkway snd Recrestionsl-ires Study. This

wu?harizea by the Act of Congress approved June
35, snd includes o survey of all recreational ereas
¢ for adeinistration by the verious states and counties,
11 as areas desireble for izelusion in the national park

o il B
systen,

o rr
s ¥

Séimamly yours,

: Conread i. Wirth,

g" Supervisor of Reereation
1 ‘&é and land Planning.
B=i¥, wi%h ec. of S

incuming letter ..o
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