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Dear Mr. Wirth, 4 b

Thank you for your letter of llay 23rd. IMr. and Mrs.
Stanton had been asked by the Belvedere-Tiburon Conservation League,
of which I am President, to contact you in regard to saving the
Tiburon waterfront.

The Tiburon waterfront is the only remeining natural
deep water harbor still available in the San Francisco Bay and is
now threatened by private commercial development. We must act
immediately since these people have the money to start developing.

Quoting Mr. Peter Behr, Supervisor from Southern
Marin, "service by fast commuter boats is the only possible solut-
ion to rapid transit in Marin County for at least ten years". The
slow ferry boats get to San Francisce from Tiburon in 35 minutes.
At the rush hour via bridge it takes 50 to 60 minutes. This also
saves San Francisco from strangulation by automobiles and will pre-~
cerve the beauty of Angel Island, Tiburon Peninsula and San Francisco
Bay.

One of our columnists, Cliff Engle of the News-Call
Bulletin, said if we could not afford the ferries we would have them
immediately. The five mile bridge proposed would be the most ex-
pensive bridge ever built in the world as yet. DBecause of its
length and comsequent vibration it could not provide rapid transit.
Vibration increases with length and trains would have to slow to
10 miles an hour. Many other metropolitan areas use a flexible
rapid transit (fast commuter boats). 20 knots has been recommended
for San Francisco Bay and the five mile trip would then take only
20 minutes and the 20 knot vessels would not be a menace to the
pleasure boats.

The enclosed bulletin will tell you other reasons why
we need this waterfront. We have no public recreation near the
center of population in Tiburon. Southern Pacific even owned the
tiny fishing pier and says that they have now sold this to the be-
fore mentioned interests.
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It is five miles by a tortuous road to the Naval let
Depot recently purchased by Marin County. WNo public transportation
could ever be developed on this road and it is unsafe due to its
narrowness for walking or bicycling.

We are at present unincorporated and have only one
representative out of five on the County Council, namely Mr. Behr
who lives in Mill Valley six miles away across Highway 101.

When we have asked the County for funds to preserve
this waterfront they reply that they are not sure it will benefit
the County as a whole. This is obviously very short sighted as
this waterfront will benefit the entire bay area being only one
quarter mile from Angel Island which the State Beaches and Parks
people say will be the most important State Park in California
and close to a large population in the San Francisco Bay. Here
is a highway (the bay) that does not have to be bought or main-
tained.

I know we can count on you. UNot only has your rec-
ord shown that you have foresight but I have personal knowledge
of you from my father, Edward Grotecloss, Jr. with the Planning
Department (city), Washington, D. C.

Please help and let us know what we can do to help
ourselves.

The ferries are a great success and have received
tremendous publicity and acceptance by the press.

Thank you,

Constance Field
(Mrs« Palmer)

CF:vb
Encls.

ccs Mr. Peter Behr
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stanton
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Federal County

The allowation of state funds is nsgded immediatsly for the
aequizition of ®he only rsmaiving segmnent of the Tiburen wabterfrount,
the only xemaining deep water harhor mtill swailabis in the bay,
which ig now thiwatened by privates commsreial devalopmaat -

o prgently snlist your aid to provide sufflicient momsy %o
purchage this waterfront propsrty fovr the pesople of Merin County,
for the psopls of Sazn Franciseo and all ite envirens, and for the
prople of the State of Califormnia.

This land, as publig domsin, iz nscessary and desirable for
the following usess

L. As & necessary base for the oparation of Angsl
Island State Park, ons quarter mile from Tiburom.
Making nine mils® of recreation area available o
Harin Counby.

2; As sn aceess for flsexible rapid trangit by fash
commuter feryy boatd. No othear golubion %o the
traffiec problem for ten years.

3. A an access for disaster evacuation by farry
and private boabe.

Lo MNeeded for wurnaround (which has yet %o be pro-
wvided for) at the eml of &hs planned Tiburon
State Highway.

701l Funds S. A2 3 green belt and recreation area anly fiva
‘iburon is socially and miles, by watsr, Irom the metropolitan center
:conomically related to of San Francisso. Masber plan shows this as
he metropolitan center of Graon belt since 1943. Raaffirumed as groen
jan Francisco. belt 5 years ago.

6o Baoded for the Tiburen Harbor District, whisgh
would provide suifisiend ravenus Lo repay an
ipitial bonded indebtednsss {rum eash preszent
membeyr of the sewer distrilei,

Ts Flood contyol.

& Touriats by ferry coming from Oakland and San
Franclisco to Angel Island and Tiburen wiil
increage tex revenuves withoul causing varking
problems if they had their purse in hand ine
stead of a steering wheel.

If there is ne public waterfront thare will be ne ferries and
gonsequently & bridgsl ;

PLEASE SATS THE TIBURON WATERFRONTY
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