
REPRODUCED ~T THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

Mro Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
United States Department of t he Interior 
Hational Park Service 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Wirth, 

I 

Tiburon, _Qalifornia 
June 9, 1962 

Thank you for your letter of I ay 23r do 1'1r. and i·irs o 
Stanton had been asked by the Bel veder e-Tiburon Conservation League, 
of which I am President, to contact you in regard to saving the 
Tiburon waterfront. 
--· - -

The Tiburon waterfront is the only rema:i..ning natural 
deep water harbor still available in t he San Francisco Bay and is 
now t hreatened by priYate commercial deve l opment. We must act 
immediately since t hese peopl e have t he money to start developingo 

Quoting Mr. Peter Behr, Super visor f rom Southern 
Marin, 11 service by fast commuter boats is the only possible solut­
ion to rapid transit in Marin Count y for at l east ten years11. The 
slow f erry boats get to San Francisco from Tiburon in 35 minutes. 
At the r ush hour via bridge it takes 50 to 60 minutes . This also 
saves San Francisco from strangulation by automobiles and will pre­
serve· the beauty of Angel Isl and, Tiburon Peninsula and San Francisco 
Bayo 

One of our columnists, Cliff Engle of the News- Call 
Bulletin, said if we could not aff ord the f erries we would have them 
i.Jn.mediately. The five mile bridge pr oposed would be the most ex­
pensive bridge ever built in the world as yet. Because of its 
length and consequent vibration it could not provide rapid transit. 
Vibration i ncreases with length and trains woul d have to slow t o 
10 miles an hour . Many other metropolitan ar eas use a flexible 
rapid transit (fast commuter boats) . 20 knot s has been r ecommended 
for San Francisco Bay and t he five mile t r ip would t hen take only 
20 minutes and the 20 knot vessels would not be a menace to the 
pleasure boats. 

The enclosed bul letin will tell you other reasons why 
we need this waterfronto We have no public recreati on near t he 
center of population i n Tiburon. Southern Pacific even owned t he 
tiny fishing pier and says that they have now sold this to the be­
fore mentioned interests. 
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It is five miles by a tortuous r oad to the Naval Net 
Depot recently purchased by Marin County. No public transportation 
coul d ever be developed on this road and it is unsafe due to its 
narrowness for walking or bicycling. 

We are at present unincorporated and have only one 
representative out of five on the County Council, namely Mro Behr 
who lives in Mill Vall ey six miles away across Hi ghway 1 01. 

When we have asked the County for funds to preserve 
this waterfront they reply that they are not sure it will benefit 
the County as a whole. This is obviously very short sighted as 
t his waterfront will benefit the entire bay area being only one 
quarter mile from Angel Island which the State Beaches and Parks 
people say will be the most important State Park in California 
and close to a large population in the San Francisco Bay. Here 
is a highway (the bay) that does not have to be bought or main­
tained,. 

I know we can count on you . Not only has your rec­
ord shown that you have foresight but I have personal knowledge 
of you from my father, Edward Grotecloss, Jr . with the Planning 
Department (cit y), Washington, D. c. 

Please help and l et us know what we can do to help 
ourselves. 

The ferries are a great success and have received 
tremendous publicity and acceptance by the press. 

CF :vb 

Encls. 
cc: Mr . Peter Behr 

Thank you, 

Constance Field 
(Hrs. Palmer) 

Mr . and Ytrs. Thomas Stanton 

"" 
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~iE.i,ii l.!,.1.>ili.l!F.'X'! . .81JfWN COi..S~l:{V/,'.I'IO~ U'J.\.Uuf 

Federal County 
,!lb~· a)..lo~.,atiol(l .,)! .ri,.a t;t, .,·,.r.:d j"" $:1,<d$d -:.:nm.·.r{.\i::t:c . ..,.h i'r.·1· ~£'· .. 

St~qi.W.r.::: .... ~).,on. oi.' ~h111 on:.y .. ":iimG.iM').J:~t.:: &lli'!'g?l~·~~ l),f th~ 't"tbu;'"CW 1-™'t.tf~f.r:).~~-, 
tb~ fltl} ,· '~rri-'\.i n:lng (i~.'t'll:? uatr;r;x• ha~) ->r :.rt..~Ll. ::t'l'"i''?.l.~tt. ~~ )..D t;heii b."l·y 11 

i:th.l..ch 'i..~J r.~w 1'9n~~rtmio.ct.d ~·.Y pn..vR.tM- ~Cfl\ta~li"t;ial 1i,yge. iQp."ilkat ~ 

W~1 !J.!"gr~n~? l,y ~nll...st ..t"u.r ~id. 'cio pro-.vi~ ~u.lfi"3l:l..,n;~. m()rAi-..y ~ 
p1~~(!1;1~11~ i;,h:i.!a ~at~1f.'·.f.i."'cm1. px-op~ty i.'arr thell! pgiopl~ gf' M~rl.n. County" 
i¢1f ·~ .. .t~P P«lPl6 af Su1 F:-nncitJ~.Q and i1U i t.g. "niri~<.'>D.~)j j,~ $'<>11;" t,hiff 
i)'l,.,p.l~ C'tf ~b~ s·k:~MY Q,f. Ct.ill.fo1"lti.ae 

Wu.~ l>.'tnd..9 iii.~ publi~ dQ:ZUJ;.iri0 l<r.: Xll!J~(llSS~:ry end ded.Nblt.i !~.!' 
~he FQAlowlng ame~ ~ 

2o 

701 Funds 5~ 
'iburon is socially and 
iconomically r elated to 
.he metropolitan center of 
ian Francisco. 

A~ a. ne~t.~~~ory bet~ J:o~ t h\11 op~ntion of AngQ!l 
13land State Par}.(11 ~oo qu.ert~r m:i.le .t.'J."Om Tiht.U"On., 
Making nirdtJ mim of recNatioD area av.;iiublQI tv 
~ll County .. 

A~ ~n aeco!.ll~ t or f"1axible ~pia tTa rusit oy f'UJ~ 
~ot'lll1lntttl' feny boatso No otb~ ~olu:~ion to th.a 
tr.:1ffi~ problem fo~ t~n ye~~ 

A&a f.lll Rcr;cesis for d.ianst.er cvueu;;\tiou by .f't<t~ 
arai p.1."i vat a boe!tt,!JI" 

l~OOe.-0. f'Ol" t llf'r..'.\TOUR"i (vh.i~lt h&~ ycgt. ~,,c b"1 pT'C­
•.rj.d~ .fo~) "1t. ~-h"1 11)00 ~·f ~h~ plawmd Tiburori. 
Sto<1~fi Highway 

t -.i!l 9 ~~i!ill bel{., <:l~ !'t '::r'G:l'(j;;_ '•l1 f"..l.'0,'l). O~.l'J' ft;~~a;i 
l.!liWi?!,, by W:\t.~'1{;) 1:ro11: the mie~\' .""opol.:i.~un c(,?'n·~1u 

of: Sri.Q :nnci sr:..oo :-t;~tGr pJ....:'n ::~hm.~ t·hil! 1.;;JJ 

Gr.ai,.1~ b«ilt. filir.~:e l 9hJ.., Ro.;;i"':l.rm~.~'.15, ·:VI ;::;;-{11!-n 

~lt· '5 yeam <tgoo 

Nt11~ .fo:t> t he '11 iln !"v"i. H'""'bo.c DlfJt .. s":i.C'!-, wh:' ... ,~h 
woul.d. p.to"flide 1.'\1tffi~:...0nt ;r;a,·e~.r .. ~; t.o ro~;,-t .r.n 
:tnittsl bonded indsbtf'.dn$G3 i:!':.:.m each prtteeut. 
m0mbeor of the sewer di.et.,cllrt ., 

l"ol.!l"i.rt.e by f !'Jrl""f •. ~o·'ll:..i!<r from Or..klr-..nd md San 
i.iY.crn~iS\.10 t4:! lmt;ol l~b .. oo .and Tibm·on wil.l 
irmroase t.~t re7tJm.!'!!S withot.r~ ~a-a~i.ng pa:rk.ing 
probl®ms if t .hey had t.heir pHr!l0 i.n ~moo in.,. 
st.e.;ed of" a at.sering wheal., 

If theire ie no publi~ wt1t..£irf.!>ont t;harc t:rl.l.1 00- I?..::> forr:J.a~ U.U•'"'l 

~~on!S'e(11Mmt,1y n b1tililgaP, · 

-·-·-~ .. ·---..-~ .~··--· _, .... 4_..... ___ .;. __ _.....,.,_ .. .i:-.... ~,,_ __ 
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<~1'& . l/.Jl.'l~iee l'lllci r a.1mi:h" 
f'raoo.>deut • ~~lV0t.\.$l>$-~i1;>\.:.:t"On 

~\'>!;.f;Ol ... :$ ioa ~Ult 
~e.lveKCie.x·e-.f:Li.;u~ io&t f;t'i'icu 
'i'i~, C&.11.tor!!ia 

.. "On :!. 'rl:ont~$'.:m 
.. .c~iatent ~·mat:,~r 

c ~ ·~~! :::~o;~ ~~:~t.?~- · .stern Region c-~ lnc._ 
NOTE· lease cont t ' Mrs .. Palmer ~~cmatter. 
Par, Planning w~ inc. 

JWHowell :TRS :ml 
7/12/62 


