
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

JOHN ANSON FORD 
5UPC:PV 150~ .THIRO DIS T RICT 

<!Inunig nf JIJnn 1\ngrlrJ.t 
inarn ·nf ~tqr£thi!nrrs 

5Ul 1&al1 .of 3K£rnr.Os 
11Jns l\n:g.c.Ws 12 

May 8, 19 
r: !N'JERIOR DEPT. 
* BmOil11VED * 

\vlAY 111950 
The Eonorabl e Oscar Ii. Chapman 
Secretary of the Interior 
1Na shington, D. C . 

* OF'FlOHI OE' * 
THE SE(RETARY 

Dear Oscar : , 
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AI R MAIL 

~li·rst I want to thank you (a ) for the invi tation t o the Air 
~~k'N': · ollution Confe rence (b) for your courtesy in having me as your 

t~ HY 1 .2 1 · est at the Conference banquet and ( c ) your enthusiastic e nclor :=- e -
- ~-, . .,i,..T.tGNADient of the p roposed nat 1 onal monument and statue of democracy_. 

):•o ~~: ~~lilVi~))}. 

:r had a very satisfactor~r conference wi th Mr . Demaray , Mr. Drury, '.. '?) 
and others . The theme, the treatment and the gP-neral idea rece l v•::d 
the i r very f a vo r able cormnent , as no doubt has been re~1orted t o ~,.<Yl · 

Discussion o f the possibili ty of seeldng token cont r ibution s fo•~ ·,.,, 
monwnent from other democr acie s b rought up the questi on of prot0c~1 . 
As a result I had - through the courtesy of your office - s vo ~~ 
p l easant CC'll on Mr. Spruks , assi stHnt :protoc ol of Ci cer of th-" .· ~-1te 
Department. Mr . Spru\ts declar ed there was nothing jnvolved i'1 ·~h"' 
proposal c a lling for h ecking with or supervision by the StatP 
Depa rtment . 

I found Drev1 Pearson most sympathetic to the idea and appre ciat lve 
of its world- wide significance . He expre s s ed the idea tha t fund 
rais i ne mir;ht meet with some r egional or provincial j e alousy "'11<'1 
offer e d some appreciat ed suggestions about a national sponsoriE,_; 
comr'.li ttee - a matter I already had in mind. He said he woul' lw 

13lad to e;ive i t recognit ion when the pro j e ct e;ets farther alone;. 

I am now directing my t hou ght to the practical problerl'J. of raisi n:: 
fundso 

fll I am not clear what ~rour response was to my suggest ion that you bi:: 
I/I honorar y chairman of the sponsoring committee . I n i sh you rvoul d .:_:i 1.' ·' 

me the assistance of your name. i n that capac ity. I:f' "protocol. 11 fnrh.:/;. 
it , can you g ive me a l etcer g iving the ide a your blessing? , 

Any p lan that is i)erfe cted will have full s afegu a r ds for a ll fund :3 
raised and a ll expend · tures . Perhaps I can get on e of the l ead inr· 
financial men to serve as treasurer. u 



\ 

REPRODl10ED AFTHE NAT[0RA~AR<3li1VES 

#2 

tll you be free to ofter any sugge stions? 

/tty be st wishes go with you and the President in these com:Lng days . 

Sincerely, 

~N 
JAF :mlb 

P. S. I visited the Lincoln a nd Jeffe rson Memori a l s agai n . Superb 
as a lw ays ! But I think your departme nt ' s Jefferson Memori a l descrip ­
tive folde r is not up to its subject . Both the photos and text shouln 
be i mpr oved. And it should be the s ame size as t he ~incoln fo l der , I 
think. 
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~.Y{CJ_ Dear John• ~.,,.,,,r. . 

It \'"1.S a pl el.Lst.U"e to d1~ousa witb you, tho otl1cr day, -Z.~ 
th.e project wh!ah 1s n~ tw<inr: shape to urQato on the west - / / );. "~ 
co3st, naar Los Angel ea, a n tiontll. and intemaM.o.nal memorial ~ 
synbol 1zing ~ho thflllle o! democr acy uniting the world . I ccmgr atu- :i;: --1.:r ­
la t~ all 'ho havtt had a part in. th.1.s eoneept~-°'n a.."ld mw.re W1 t.b l ,tr.-:·£ 
othere 'Wi10 are fmnlliar \ti~h the prol.ill\.i.rulry plans, the hope ,,.--/ /. , --;l 
tho. t the proje.ot . y e~ rapidly ~ tun r eal 18Qt1ot1 . i:iuch •· /.~ h .:.// 
a memoriaJ., in a s ense, a west coast conpan1on to tha M.at.oo of ,,. ft 
Liberty, could expreas the fund~tal asp1rat1w..s 0£ all ..Ameri-
cans for democracy a · pea.ce in a m .nner w<w thy c! our <H>un try, 
and ~ould provicte a. aourco of' 1nap1re. ticm !or peoplos far beyund 
our border s . 

I wish you eirery &ucceee i.c\ your under taking. 

Sinc-erely yours , 

(sgd) Osca1 

E.ec:retnry of the 1.otnr!or 

Mr . John Anson. Pos-4··· 
Supervisor , Thircy1>i strlct 
County of Los · elett 
501 Ball of fl eordp 
Loe t.neel'1 2, )Zal ifomia 

/ ,f/ 
Copy t,f,. ~ory Division (by NPS ) 

j" egional Director, Region Four 
Each with copy 

(by NPS) of Mr . Ford ' s 
ltr of 5/8/50 


