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February 28, 1957

Senator William F. Knowland
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Knogvland:

As Secretary of Sons of Norway, District 6, which at present represents the state of
California - some 4500 members, I sincerely reqyest your attention to the enclosed
resolution which was first of all presented to the delegates of District 6 assembled in
Eureka, California, in the spring of 1956 and after adoption there was presented to the
delegates of the Supreme Convention assembled in Duluth, Minnesota in August, 1956,
These latter delegates represented the entive United States, Canada, and Alaska.

It ie belteved that Jobn A. {Snowshoe) Thomapson is a man who needs honoring and
particularly in the western area of thewe United States because of his impressive
service to the early pioneers in carrying the United States mail across the mountains
in all kinds of weather with practically little or no remuneration. In the winter season
by the use of skis he pointed the way to the pleasurable winter spert whick is enjoyed
by so many in this country. The skis he hand carved from green live oak planks may
be seen today at Sutter's Fort, Sacramento.

For four years Thompson carried the mail to mirers working in Gold and Six Mile
Canyons and other little mining settlements - Johnstown, Silver City, and Ophir diggings-
forerunners to the mining metropolis of Gold Hill and Virginia City., The mailbags he
carried often weighed 60 to 80 pounds, but not all of it was mail, He made many
purchases of small notions for women on his route, cften carried medicine, and when

the first press was set up in Genoa in the fall of 1858 on which to print the first issue of
the "Territorial Enterprise'', he packed part of the machinery over the mountains on

his back. Printing paper for this firm was often included in his cargo.

For many years - 1856 to 1876 - Thompzon kept the line of communication open without
a contract, delivering mail which otherwise would not have reached California in winter,
across the Sierra Nevada mountains from Placerville, California to Carson Valley,
Nevada, covering the 90 miles on gkis. He was told that Congress would make an
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appropriation to pay him. For services extending over twenty years he asked the
modest sum of $6,000, A petition which he drew up was signed by Nevada state
officials and hundreds of citizens, In 1874, he went to Washington, I.C., to present
his claim to Congress in person, miners and settlers contributing funds to defray
the cost of the trip. His train stalled in the deep snow in the Wyomirg mountains
and four locomotives were unable to break their way through the drifts, Impatient
over the delay, Thompson struck cut on fgot., Three days later he arrived in
Cheyenne, 100 miles away, just in time to catch another train for the east. His

trip proved fruitless and the congressional appropriation did not materialize.

The Sons of Norway as a whole and particularly the District 6 organization for which

I am writing earnestly desire your attenticn to this subject and, if possible, hope |
that some action can be taken toward achieving a suitable memorial in the state of
California for John A. Thompson - a park for the many outdoor enthusiasts of this

area would seem indeed suitable,

May we hear from you on this matter ?
Sincerely yours,
District Lodge No. 6,

Sons of Norway
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(Mrs.) Jane N. Ncre, Secretary
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Snowshoe Thompson Resolution '

Adopted at Supreme Convention Sons of Norway, DuluTh, Minnesota - August, 1956

"WHEREAS, we believe all Americans should seek to perpetuate the memory of
those who have, by self-sacrifice, deed and example, helped to make this country
great, and .

WHEREAS, We as members of Sons of Norway take pride in the accomplishments
of those of our ancestors who have contributed toward that greatness, and
WHEREAS, John A, (Snow'shoe) Thompson, mail-—car!'rier, a human link between
the East and -West before the coming of the railroads and adequate roads across
the Sierras, and

WHEREAS., John A, (Snowshoe) Thompson, Soldier |was the first pecrson Lo enlist
in the Piute Indian Wars of 1860, and

WHEREAS, John A. (Snowshoe) Thompson, skier, the first white man to create
a pair of skiis used in the State of California and who, by their use, was the
forerunner of winter sports in the West, and '

WHEREAS, John A. (Snowshoe) Thompson, humanitarian, argonaut of the plains
and hills, who by his undaunted courage, self-sacrifice, and courageous devotion
has forever earned an honored place in the pages of }}istory,

I
THEREFORE, be it resolved that the District 6 Convention instruct its officers
and all local lodge secretaries of the District to communicate with their Federal
Representatives urging that machinery be set in motion for a suitable recognition
of the heroic feats and devotion of Snowshoe Thompson, such as a National Park
bearing his name in the locale in which he made history."
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Hon. William ¥P. Enowland
washington 23, B. C.

Doar Gonntor Enoaland:

We have your ingulry of Marsk O regerding the letter of
Februsyy 28, %het you mmmmm:. Bors, Secretory,
mwm&,mwm Hrs. Mowe's letier and the
wwmmmmmmmum
mwmmw .MMW,Waw

Toove is 5o doubt that the fests sccoomplishied by “Snowshos™
Tononpson and his devotion %0 service to his fellow mun deserve to
be long remesboved. e of the Fundeasentsl criberis for establish-
ment of oetional parks and oomanents, however, is the elamont of
oetionsl significemee. In this case, it eppeare that Thompson's
sapleits, however intevestiug, affected only a smell portion of this
wmz&m W#MMWMW
wmwmmwmmmwmumn
of swadldble funds and personmel.

Wrs, Howe's lettoy is retorsed boresith oo Yot reguested.
fiincerely yours,

(Sed) E. T. Scoyea
Acﬁng' Hrasctor
ﬁig‘l] e

Cow\Jtm Regicnal Divector, Region Pour (2) w/c inc.
RPS Planmning, w/c inc.

' by Jag
1§ March 1957
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