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Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Kno r land : 
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As Secretary of Sons of Norway , Distr i c t 6 , wh i c h a c p r eR entj rep r e s en ts the s tate of 
California - some 4500 members . I sincerely re~.s t you .::- a yt enti on t o the lm closed 
resolution which was first of all presen ted t o the dele ga t e s of Dis t rict 6 as s e mbled in 
Eureka, California , in the spring of 1956 a n d afte r a d opti o n there w a :? p re sented t o the 
delegates of the Supreme Convention assernble d i n D uluth , Minnesota in. Au.gus t, 19 56 . 
These latter delegates represented the entire United State s , Canada , and Alaska . 

.It i4il believed that John A . tSnowshoe~ ~cwn is a man w hlo nee ds h on o r ing a nd 
particularly in the western area of tm!s-e Unitie'd State s bec a us e of h i s imp·re ssive 
service to the early pioneers in carrying the Unit ed State s mail a c r o ss the rn ount a i ns 
in all kinds of weather with practically littl e o r no r emu..ne r a tion. In t he w inter s eason 
by the use of skis he pointed the way to the plea sura ble wint~r spo r t which is e njoyed 
by so many in this country. The skis he hand carve d fro m green live oak planks may 
be seen today at Sutter ~s Fort, Sacrame nto. 

For four years Thompson carried the lnail to miners working in Gol d and Si x Mile 
Canyons and other little mining settle m e nts - Johnstown, Silve r C i t y . and Ophir digging s -
forerunners to the mining metropolis of Gold Hi.11 and Vir ginia Cit y . The rru-1.i l bags he 
carried often weighed 60 to 80 pounds, but not all of i t w a s mail. He made m.an y 
purchases of small notions for women. on his route, of t e n ca~ried medicine, and when 
the first press was set up in Genoa in the fall cf 1858 on Yrhich to print the firs t issue of 
the "Territorial Enterprise", he packe d part of the machi nery ov.er the mountain. a on 
his ba.ck. Printing paper for this firrn was often included in his cargo. 

For many years - 1856 to 1876 - Thomp~on k e pt the line of communication open without 
a contract, delivering m.ail which otherwi.He would not hav e reached California in winter , 
a.cro•s the Sierra Nevada mount:a.i.ns from. Placerville, California t o Carson Valley , 
Nevada, covering the 90 miles on nlds. He was told that Congresu would make an 

J:-

1 



1 
REPRODUCED ATTHENATIONAL ARCHIVES 

Senator. William F . . Know land February 28, 1957 
2
~ 

Page 

a ppropriation to pay him . For S(nvice.e extending over twenty years he asked the 
modest sum of $6, 000. A p e tfrion which he drew up was signed by Nevada state 
officials a nd hundreds of citizens. In 18 74:, he went to Washington, D. C. , to present 
hi s claim to Congre ss in person , miners arid settlers contributing funds to defray 
the cost of the trip . Hfo train stalled in the deep snow in the Wyoming mountains 
and four locomotives w e re unable to brear.: their way through the drifts. Impatient 
over the delay, Thompson struck out on f oot . Three days later he arrived in 
Cheyenne, 100 miles away, just in time to catch another trai n for the east. His 
trip proved fruitle&S a·nd the congresf!ional appropriation did not materialize. 

The Sons of Norway as a whole and particularly the District 6 organization for which 
I am writing earnestly desire your attention to this subject a nd, if possible, hope 
that some action can be taken toward achievi ng a suitable memorial in the state of 
California for Joh,., A. Thompson - a park fo r the many outdoor enthusiasts of thi s 
area would seem indeed suitable. 

May we hear from y ou on this matter'? 

Sincerely yours, 

District Lodge No. 6, 
Sons of Norway 

(Mrs.) Jane N. Nore, Secretary 
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Sn11wshoe Thompson R~solution 

Adopte d at Supreme Convt:!ntion Sons of Norway, Du lu th, Minnesota August , 19 56 

" WHEREAS , we believe all Americans should seek to perpetuate the mem o r y of 
those who have, b y self-sacrifice, deed and exam ple, helped to make this cnnntry 
great , and 

WHEREAS , We as members of Sons of N o r way take pride in the accomplishments 
of those of our ancestor s who have c ontributed towa rd that greatn ess, and 

WHER E AS , John A. (Snowshoe) Thompson, mail -ca · r ier, a human link between 
the E a s t a.pd -West befor e the coming of the rai lroads and a dequate roads across 
the Si erras, and 

WHEREAS . J ohn A. (Snnwshoe) T hompson Solri ic: • 

in the Piute Indian Wars of 1860, and 

WHEREAS , J ohn A. (Snowshoe) Thompson , skier, the firs t white man to create 
a pair of skiis used in the State of California and w h o, by their use, was the 
forerunner of winter sports in the W est, a nd 

WHEREAS, J ohn A. (Snowshoe) Thompson, hwnani t rian, argonaut of the plains 
and hills , w ho b y his undaunt e d c ourage, self- sacrifice, and courageous devotion 
has fo rever earned an honored place i n the pages of history, 

THEREFORE, be it resol ved tha t the Distri ct 6 Con ent ion instruct i t s officers 
a nd a ll local lodge secretari es of the District t o communicate with th e ir Federal 
Repr e sentatives u rging that m achinery be set i n motion for a suit able recognitio n 
of the h e roic feat s and devot ion of Snowshoe Thompson, s u c h as a National P ark 
b e aring his name i n the l ocale in which he mad e histo ry. 11 
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'Acting; 

C~toi Regicmal Directer, Region Four (2 ) w/c inc . 
NPS PJ.a.nni ng, w/ e ilile. 
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i'j !-~ 1957 
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