
THE ASTRONAUT AND THE RANGER

NASA and the National Park 
Service, sharing joint research 

and education



I  

Background



• “Imagine yourself poised in 
space….” (The Astronaut)

1936:

• “…I consider the land a character in 
the work.” (The Ranger)



I consider the main theme … 
to be the problem of the 
relationship of man to his 
environment.  I really think of 
myself, in most of my books, 
as what might be called an 
ecologist.   

GRS, 1948



G.R. Stewart

Listening to

Ranger reading

EARTH ABIDES



YOSEMITE, 1986

•Ames Earth System Scientists
•Al Harrison
•Yosemite Chief Naturalist
•Garth Hull
•Chris McKay
•….Years later, a Spacemobile 
visits Craters of the Moon.



RAISON D’ETRE :
National Parks as NASA-NPS Labs;

Parks as NASA education sites for 300,000,000
annual NPS Visitors



II  

Craters of the Moon

“ the only national park unit that’s a 
NASA Space Grant member. ”

(And now an International Dark Sky Park)



“The Moon has this peculiar eerie beauty, like Craters of the Moon, 
that is magnificent... they excite your imagination.”

-Edgar Mitchell, Apollo 14 Astronaut, 1999

(N-N 
Video…)



Chief Naturalist Ted Stout Working with Researchers



NASA ECLIPSE BALLOON LAUNCH

ARCO, IDAHO/CRATERS OF THE MOON





Campfire Programs were given by NASA-Ames Scientists that week 



CHIEF NATURALIST, CRATERS OF THE MOON,
AND 

NASA PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR AT ARCO



…There is no comradeship except through union 
in the same high effort.”          St. Exupery



Opus 
Perfeci

Or Is It?



Questions? 



III  

Reports and Proposals



Proposing a Santa Susana Field Lab National Historic Site

HARRY BUTOWSKY 
National Park Service Historian 

(retired)



CHRIS McKAY, 
NASA-Ames Research Center, 

Astrobiologist

Analogue Research Today



Albright’s Vision of the Astronaut-Ranger,  1933

…Our National Park Service uniform which we wear with pride 

does command the respect of our fellow citizens. We have the 

spirit of fighters, not as a destructive force but as a power for 

good. With this spirit each of us is an integral part of the 

preservation of the magnificent heritage we have been given, so 

that centuries from now people of our world, or perhaps of other 

worlds, may see and understand what is unique to our earth, 

never changing, eternal.”  

Horace Albright, Second NPS Director

CONCLUSION



THE ASTRONAUT AND THE 
RANGER

• Donald M. Scott

• CONTACT 2018 Sunnyvale, California
• Images and quotes are public domain

• Thanks to:  George R. Stewart, Al Harrison, 
Chris McKay, Ted Stout and Doug Owens 
(Craters of the Moon National Monument), 
Harry Butowsky, NPS, Jay Cole, WVU, and 
the hearty heroes of Wider Focus, who gave 
birth to the idea. 



Thanks also to 

Mary Valleau,Garth Hull, 
Dinah Showman 

NASA, 
the National Park 

Service, 
Craters of the Moon NM

And
CONTACT


