DECLASSIFIED ™, '

i . At )
Authurlly ':D_I'MQ- 3

e M, G|
(May 1920 UNITED STATES

o—74i0 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SALTON BASIN NATIONALPARISE MONUMENT

FILE NO. 0-35

PART 1

PROPOSED MONUMENT
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LAST DATE ON TOP

IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge.

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure
to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the
integrity of the official records.

ARNO B. CAMMERER,
4—7410 Director.
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SALTON BASTN NATIONAL MONURENT, ARIZOMNA.

LOCATION In Yuma County, Arizona. Area not knowm,
AND

AREA

HISTCRY AND The oaly information we have is a letter dated kiarch
REMARKS: 25, 1932, from lir. Toll on the proposed Castle Dome

Wational Monument, thaet he may report on Salton Basin
next winter.

ACCESSI-
BILITY:

PERSONS
TNTERESTED §

STATUS: Mr. Toll is expecting to examine this areaduring
the winter of 1932-1933.
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Hldh iler Cnston liouse,
Denver, Colorzdo.

eren 25, 1952,

LaLgihviee,

Lohinocton, D. C.

On Cetcber 21, 168D, you garded sore correshondence frovy the
Forest Service, one narworaph of which ronds s follows:

"The Costle Dome und lofa Mounbtuinsg amd s linited
arca around their bases wre well vorth coasidering as a
MNationul Perk. s far as is known, the liational Fark
sService has no comparable country included within its
arca and tbiese mouuitaing snouid not be released "or private
use until that ¢ ervzce nac rade an exandnation i1 such has
not alrsady been done,.

There was no oppertunity to visitv this erca on the last trip, dbut
I made inquiries regacding 14, of Tirst T zot hearsay reports of
native palvis in lhese nountzins nnd was inclined to regard lhem as
lesendary, but am now positive that these palus do exist. I have
ssen photosraphs of & :roun of naulms conitaining a group of about
3¢ individuals, 235 to of feat in heisht off the species "Jashinstenia
arizeona Cpook." Cther zrouns of about six pulns, LD palms, and 80
palnis are said to be loecated in the ofa :ouni=ins but this is hear-
say. It is =m0l cartain wheihoer other valms exist in the Castle Done
P ountains.

i-ht and, while
ten, the scenary is &l( tc be excep-
rocity vith ne rons. 1t ossens ouide lilelr that a
rery desirch e momunen Tount in bhils region. It is nmortant
to nrotect the hest of thesge prlns, since they will become rwuch in
dertand for transhlantin~ as rare species. Heretefore they have been
protectad becavse of the fuct that se little wes knowun about tnem.

the roytzins has
the mountains wre lovu

chout 1,200 DTaet in be

i

There s 2 mewor of aountein sheen in this arvea.

It sesns n desirable resion to put on the list Tor next winter,
togethier witl the sand dunes of thne walion Pasin, which are not Tar
distant. The Jargua Fala ; ounteians, which are alsc in this region,
and are included in the list of provosed national monwents, could

iso be included at the sane tin .

Jery truly yours,

H8d)  RGGER L TOLILL.



