


EPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

ftB 27 1969 

Ao l."'{!queeted. i,]~ yow: J.o1;t.e!' ai' F~ JJ.. vl."'-""11 cnc1oou..'1'C 
i'roo ti~. Clittmd ~ al LQJ -~,jles, C'Qlli'~, tro ba.v~ 
eawldi"ll:-00. ·~ !'l'CJ.;l~. ~' lll.~to a mUoinl sbr:i.r.le et 'the 
,:;t,.,. !!icl101.aa Chapel. '11 tl:e ~'pwcq.lal. Sti~0a c:~. 

i.ii:ttors ?'S.1.a'til:?G ·to th:! c~~t1a1 <:».' tizz: Vat""L 1un.ye::: 
by ;;,he Un:l.'::00 t}~~ ~ l>~s in t10t"J..d. w~~ II ~ U11:1.WI' tbo 
1uri:Xlictla~ ar tw A...~~ :cattJ.e ~:c&lW'l!lfits Ca:r.:dsoion uhi ch io 
cJpocl.cl.ly u.f».,&·~ ey 1011 11".ltil thin t"G0.9C!l£ibil.ity. It :1.£ oue;e;oote<l 
·.:lJ.:..'L H~.... BOA.-..on ~ h:i.S ~t.~t uc tbe C~ cf ·~ Camni!lS1oo 
·.tCAJ la Ckr£.:J.'1.l ~m-ee c. tm'ilhe.J...lu and ,r.io may be :lOttcl~ at. tb:l 
~ .ai::l ~vy 5ui.1.d1DG., .13th St.1.-oot ur.d OCllSti~lt.ian A·vcr~, m. U • , 
Wu::>hir.!c "~ 25., D • C • 

Y~ courtesy ill b'.i.."ie • it.--. ~ne E.ll.JG'..GG'-'~j.a=. ",,;.o 
ot11• ct'tc!!'tiOZl itJ l'.u.precia:tei. 

T!~ or:i.gimll cZ blo l.e-~'Wl' iC beine retu.1nlui on~ . 
. i.'Cit" j OUl' m.;a • 

.:tan" Ci:;,r.·~.:. a. Kill:; 

.:!~ of ?.OZ,"l'Cuenttt.tiwi; 

.7G.G~'"t~Al 2~, D. c. 

I 

J-

tsgd) ~oger Ernst 

Ct"~~ ·w: :ix:oo 
JW"'·t. Gem,., Pw • .L:au.ld l-1BP'i.:.· 
D· • en f!.~ Lee;l.slntian 

[' , .• Diroc:to:c,, !"log. B<.m ... t:/i::. 1:JE· .:.1ic: ,. 
• Ben Thompson v/c of i nc . 

l· r anch of Hi s t ory w / c of i nc. 
t r . Porte r ( det . ) w/ c of i nc . 

?P.' 76'), 
Clf.Porter : mek 2/17 / 59 
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MAY i 9 1959 o,.~ 
"-' I >1; .;­;'J-ff.?t"'h / f , 

._l t{l''' 
1y-ttt · Ho11. Cecil R. K1Dg 

Hous~ of Representatives 
Wash:i.ngton 25, D. c. 

Den.r Mr . King : 
. •) ...... 

Caref'tll ccms"idere.tion been given to the pr oposal of 
Mr . C.11.ffcmi B'.o-rton et Snn Pedro, Cf'*1founa, to e~tablish the 
St . Uichola.s Cba.pel ~ the' Episco;al Sea.IOOn's Center as a national 
shrine t o tb.e ~rehant &esJ?Jim 'Uho l.ost their lives in World War II. 

i 

Fallowing the receipt of your letter of April J.8, the 
matter wns laid oofore the Office of the Solicitor for National. Parks 
"hic:h ruled that the ne.tw·e at t he proposal would give the American 
Datt.le Y.onuments Commission primary jurisd.iet!on. We then discussed 
the pr·oposal with the O:t:fica o:f' Major General Thom!!s North, Secretar-.Y 
of the Commission, and lee.rued. t h.et they do not contenwle:te e zremo .. 
r 1a.l church or chapel in this Country and that in any case they 
could not very wll designate SllY ensting church or ch.e.pel l!l.S a 
World War II memorial. Moreover, they pre!'e"?" to cownemomte the 
Armed Services as a vhole x·ather than· any branch of i t , such e.s the 
merchant marine. 

As it would appear tbat tbe St. Nicllolas Ci.13.pel of tbe 
Seamen's Center could not qua.l.ify Wlder the plans and program of the 
Am2rica.n &ttle lOO?luments Commission, ve reV1ewed the history of the 
Chapel and the Seamen's Center to see if it could meet ertterla. for 
establishment as e. National Historic Site or National. lf.Q1lUl:l2!lt in 
the National Park System. Our ~ion vaa that 1 t does not possess 
the outstanding national historical ~ortance that bistoric.aJ. areas 
in the National Park System must possess. The .American heritage in 
historic sites and buildings is a very rich one end of the many 
possible historic places or buildings, too Federal Government can 
afford to preserve m.nd maintain miLY those of the hiiheet d.es;ree of 
historical ~ort.anee. 

Whil.e it does not appear i'eaeihle for the Federal 
Government t o <iesigna.te the St. Nicholas Chapel or aJ.'.lY' o+..her existine; 
church as a. n&tionnl shrine in honor of the merchsnt marine see.men 
who lost their l.ivea in World W'o.r II, there is notl11ne to prevent 
the Church congregation and the people of San Pedro, Ca.1.if'ornia, from 

/l/r · 
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dedicating speci.e.l services e.nd even t.he Church or Chapel i tself 
t o.Jure that end. . I n f act, we believe i t would be a f i ne thing i f 
t he congregation of °'he Chapel \,tOuld do this • 

Copy t o: 

Sincerely youra , 

~(Sgd) [ T. Scoyen 
~ Director 

Major Gene~rl Thomas North 
Se • , A:me can Battle· Monuments 

Reg·onal D ector, Region Four 
Mr Ben Thompson 
B anch of History 
i r. Porter (det . ) 

Comm. 

CW?orter:mek 5/14/59 


