UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI®OR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE g 7
XREGION FOUR '

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ' ' “‘«%Q
Getober 26, 1938

Hemorandum for the Director:

This refers to your memorandum of September 10 enclosing e copy of a
letter of August 19 from the Superintendent of the Department of Playgrounds snd
Recreztion, Los Angeles, California, concerning Point Dume in Los Angeles County
aad requesting this office to investigete the matier and report to you what sction,
if amy, should be taken.

We requested Inspeetor P.T, Primm to visit the srea vhen it was con-
venient for him %o do so. This has now been dons end we guote the following as
his reporis

®In accordsnce with & request from the Begiomel Director, the writer has
visited and investigsted the Polnt Dume ares in Los ingeles Coumty, vhich
has been vecommsnded by interested pariies for consideration as 2 nationsl
park or monument.

Thie aree i located in the northwest pert of Los Angeles County, shout
helf-way between the elties of Sente ¥oniecs and Ventwrs, or perhups thirty
miles from either of these two cities. The ares under consideration con-
eiste of some 1,200 acres, lving west of snd hetween the Roosevelt Highway
(vhich 1= one of the main north-snd-south highways in the State of Celifornis)
znd the Paclfic Ocesn. The shoreline bordering the Point Dume sres iz ap-
proximately three miles long and on clesr deys, from sny point slong the

shore muy be seen the outlines of one or more of the channel islsnds, portions
of which have been recently scguired by the Notiopel Park Service.

The ures itself 1s still covered with native vegetation vhich, however, is
low-growing end forms very little protection from the prevailing winds which
detract lergely from the velue of the beach for recrestional purposes. Dur-
ing the summer time & sharp wind ususlly srises carly in the afterncoa in
this locality, which makes it rather wmplessant. Beach houses which have
been built even farther south heave found it necessary to bulld artificisl
windbreaks, sometimes of gluss but more often of weod,; for protection from
the wind. o

The srea ig of course eesily sccessible to & large portion of the population
of Los Angeles County end Venturs County and is sdjzcent to the famous Halibu
Rencho which consists of well over 100,000 scres snd stretches slong the cosst
line from & short distance north of Ssnta HMonica to and including Point Dume.
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If this entire reunch could in any wey be seguived by the Park Service
the writer fecls thet more scricus consideration might be glven to this
sequisition, o2 the ranch hes meny miles of beech frontsge together with
msny interesting cenyons snd precipitous and scenic mountain aress.

The State of Californis hes hed this sres under considerstion for some
time and it is thought thei, should it be ecquired as & park, it could
be more adequetely and properly be sdministered ez & state park ares
than a8 s netionsl perk ovr monument.

Az previoualy ststed in this memorsndum, the cover: on this sres is low-
growing end offers practically mo protection or inducement to any con-
siderable smount of wildlife; nelther are there any swemps or marshes
to attract ses-foul, wild ducks, etc.

The writer of course is not familisr with the detaile of the delinguent
taxes but is under the impression that a large amount of the overdus
taxes are gollectible by the Stete of California.

Bue to the rather unpleesant climstic conditions vhich we have referred
to in this memorendum, the emell sise of the ares, the absence of any
unsual scenie attractions, the fect that the area is unsuited 25 & bird
senctuery or wildlife refuge, ané with the thought in mind thet should

it be desirsble for any kind of park purposes it eould be much better
administered by the State of California, the writer recommends against
the sequisition of the property for s national perk or nationsl menument®,

fle comeur in Mr., Primm's recommendstion that the area under consider-
ation is unsuited for nationsl sdministration; however, that it does have potentl-
alities a8 & recreationsl sres to be administered elther by the State of Celifornia
or the County of Los Angeles.

. The file will be referred to the Becrestionel Study Committee for
California for comsideration &g a potentiel sreas

Freank 4. Kittredge
fifleg - Regionsl Director



