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Octeber tt>_ 1938 

~s. refers to your memorandtlll .of S!!pt~e:r 10 enclos:ing e. copy o£ a 
letter et August 19 :Crom t.lle Supa rinti3lld.ent o~ the Department of Playgro.unda and. 
Recreatian, !tos Angel es, California ,,. eoneerning Poi nt Dume in Lo~ J...ngel.e.a Cmmty 
and req'll'23ting tbts .of£icn to investigat e the matter ~nd r epoJ:-t to you "'llutt act1en, 
if any, Should b e t a.ken. 

We ~~ested I n.spt»ctor P.T. Primn:t to viait the erea when it was ·Con­
venient f'or him to do so... This has now been dons and we ~ot.e the f ollonng as 
his r eport:-

•In aceordauce rltb. a r ecruest .£rom the Regio.oal. Direetor, th& writer has 
vi.st ted and 1nve-s't.i;g;Jted th-e E.oint Dume area 1n Los Angel.ea _ County, •tcb 
has been l"'e<:QDlllliBn.ded by interested parties f(Jr consider-ati.on as a nat.ionel. 
parlt o:r lt()D'\l!lle--nt .. 

This area i'r. loeQ"t-tid in t.he northll1eet part of Los Angeles County, ab&11t 
half-wq ·0etwee111 'tihe el.ties of Santa Ionic.a. and Ventm-&, qr llerllaps; tblr.V 
milet3 from ei ther of t!'le.oo two ci t1Gs.. The er-ea under caasidentiOll con.­
sists of some i.zoo acres; lying west of_ and between the Roosevelt Highway 
(Milch is on.e of the liliin north-and-south high~· ys in t h'(\ St.ate of Gtl.U'ot'llia ) 
and t.1le Paeifie O~n.. Tho :.Jhoreline borde-rlng the .Po.int Dume e..re.e ia ap­
prorl.JM..tieq ~~ee mill::B lofli and on cle-ar dtzy s-> f"Tom a07 point fll.ong the 
shore may be Be~n t he· outlinea of one or more <:If tb-e channel. iSlB.n.c!s . portions 
or whicll h..a;ve baen r econtly acquired by th€. Natimrel. P's.rk Servi.cs. 

The 8.l'es itnelf i s sti ll ccaveT&d rd .. th n.at i"Vt) v~gottttion 'th!ch, heu ver, ta 
lotr-growing and f0rm::i very 1-ittl~ protection from the pre-v-aillng w1.nds wh_ieb. 
de-tr~ct la.rge1y bom. the val..ue of the beach for recreati.olUl.l purpo~.s.. Dur­
ing the suimur t.ime a abarp wind usually o.r1s-es car}3 in the aft8l"Il-ot>ll in 
this l ocality, which l!Wkes it th.er mxpl eesant. Baa.ch heus-ea which h:ave 
bee.n bull t even farther south he.vc found 1 t necessary to build art:1fieial 
~nd:bre-u.s:, aometimes o'f glnas but .more ofteu or wood,, for protection from 
the uind., 

The are& i s of e!!lur&e easily e.ocessi ble to a lm!'ge p.ort,1.an or the popu1ati.on 
of Loe A?Jgeles County and Ventura County and is edjaaent to the famous llal.ibu 
Ranr.ho which consist.a of w~ll ovor ioo,,ooo aore:s and stretdle~ along the coast 
line from a shor-t dis t ance north o.f' Santa M.onica to and lncludi..ng Point Dwire • 
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If tlh.is entire ri:-.nch. co\1ld in &l7 vreq :be acquired b'J' th·e Park Service 
t.~e ttriter feels th~t mo~e sGrious consideration might be giVBD to this 
aequisi tion, aa thc, ranch b.tis aat:V miles of beach fr.-:m.t.ege together with 
maw interesting ctillyons Md preoipitou.s cind ~cenic mountain ai-ea.s. 

11'.!le St:. te ot California has had th.is area under consid~ret1on for some 
t1nte and it iB tho-l,li£bt th nt, should it be e.equired a11 a. park, it could 
be mo.re adeqaate.l,y c~nd properly be adtn1mstex.~ed o.s a. st&te psrk area 
than as a nett.o.ne.l park or monumen,t. . 

~.. . 
As prc"ri.cn10},y st&.tc'!Cl in thiB mcworgndum;. t he cover· on Ws are& is low-
groring and ollura practlca~ no protection or in~ent to an.r CQ&­
Sid~hl.e amount ot wil.dlife; neither are there 'QllT S\'fnillpf:l or mar unss 
to. Cittraet sea-fowl~ ldl.d ducks, etc. 

!he wri~r of course i s not fsmilie:r '11th the dettdle of the delinquent 
taxes but is wider the Uipressi-on th.at a large am:ount of the overdue 
taxes are culle-ctible by the Sta.ta of California •. 

Due to th-e r ather tmpJ:.ecs~mt cli.Gw.tio conditions 'llhieh \'le havo referred 
to in this mm:a.ornndum, the smell .ain:e of the er~.a, the absence 0£ ~­
uns-ual aoenic s:ttractiontt, the fact that the ~a is unsuited a_s a bird 
sm:ietuuy or wildlife refuge, and witih the tbougbt in mind th:et should 
it be desirable f'or any kll\d Of park purpoO&S it Could be J!lUch bette.%' 
~nistered by tile. State of California, the wr-1·ter re.commende agt..:f.nst 
the aequiei ti.on of the propercy for a national ·park or nt.itiane.l mo-ntllllent•. 

ffc concur in Kr. P:rilmn' s rc.coae.nda:t.ton 'tiba.t the area undar eonnider­
attcn is unsuited. f'or iu:.t1011al ad.mintstra,t1on; however, that it dooa bnve patent1-
alitieB as e. rec1"etttional area to be adlain:f.stered either by the S<bate of CeJ.itomia 
or 'the County ot Los Ang~les. 

The file rtll be Nferred to the R&ore~tiQ?U;l Stucy Committee tor 
Call.fornia for e1onaideration as a potential. s.rea .. 

hank A., Kittredge 
Regional Director 
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