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EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 18 EAST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO 

MINING AND MINERAL PRODUCTS DIVISION 
612 SOUTH FLOWER STREET. LOS ANGELES 17, CALIFORNIA, TELEPHONE MADISON 9-1611 

Mrs. Bertha H. Fuller 
Conservation Chairman 

October 31, 1960 

California History & Landmarks Club of Los Angeles 
71 7 South Flower 
Inglewood 1, California 

Dear Mrs. Fuller: 

This is in reply to your letters of September 20 and October 25, 
1960, with respect to your interest in the preservation of our California 
shore line , and more particularly, the cliff shore line of the Palos V erdes 
Peninsula. In yo ur letters you stated that Mr. Vanderlip mentioned Great 
Lakes Carbon Corporation as being the owners of the Palos Verdes cliffs 
and you asked if it wo·uld be possible for our company to work out an a gree ­
m ent with the National Parks Service to protect the cliffs for all time to 
come. 

Since there are seve r a l owners of the Palos Verdes cliffs, any pos­
s ible agreement with the National Parks Service would, of necessity, also 
involve cooperation on the p a rt of these various owner s , plus possible col­
laboration with the Lo s Angeles County Parks and R ec reation D epartment, 
City of Lo s Angeles, and also possibly the California State Beaches and 
Parks D e partment. Of approximately 14 mile s of coastal cliffs b e tween 
Redondo Beac h and San Pedro, the coast line is apportioned on a jurisdic.:. 
tional and ownership basis a pproximately as follows : 

(a) 4 to 5 miles of shore line - l y ing within the City of Palos Verde s 
Estates, and c onsisting of a number of s mall private owners. 

(b) Approximate ly 1-1 /2 to 2 miles of shore line - lying within the 
County of Lo s Angeles, a nd owned by Grandv~ew Building Cor­
poration. Property i s in two p a rce ls along Palos Verdes Drive 
W est and Palos V e rdes Drive South. 

(c) Approx imately 1 mile of shore line - surrounding Point Vicente 
at the Light House, and owned by the Coast Gua rd and U.S. Corps 
of Engineers. 

DICALITE DEPARTMENT· PERLITE DEPARTMENT · PALOS VERDES STONE DEPARTMENT · STRATA PRODUCTS DEPARTMENT 



- -~ 
Reproduced at the National Archives-Pacific Region (San Francisco)' 

... -- -

Mrs. Bertha· H. · Fuller -2- October 31, 1960 

(d) Approximately 3 /4 mile of shore line - owned by Marineland 
of the Pacific • 

·, 

(e ) Approximately 1 mile of shore line - a portion owned by the 
Vanderlips and a portion owned by the Hardins. This property 
lies near Abalone Cove and within the County of Los Angeles. 

(f) Approximately 1-3/4 to 2 miles of shore line - owned by Palos 
Verdes Properties. (Palo s Verdes Properties is a partnership 
composed of Rancho Palos Verdes Corporation, which is a sub­
sidiary of Great Lakes Carbon Corporation, and Capital Company, 
which is a subsidiary of Transamerica Corporation.) This 
property is also within the County of Los Angeles. 

(g) Approximately 3 /4 of a mile of shore line - lying within the 
County of Los Angeles, with miscellaneous small owners. 

(h) In addition, there is approximately 1-1/2 miles of coast line l y ­
ing between Palos Verdes Drive East and Western Avenue (west 
of 25th Street), which is within the City limits of Los Angeles. 
There are several owner ships involved here but it is our under ­
standing that Mr. Fred Marlow is, or was the owner of t1:-e 
majority of this property in the City. 

Please be assured we are interested in the preservation of wild life 
and in the natural characteristics of the cliffs and, as one of sev eral owners, 
we wish to express our willingness to discuss with the National Parks -Se r vice, 
or any other qualified public agency, ways and means of accomplishing a con­
servation program. However, as you can see from the above summary, our 
ownership of the Palos Verdes shore line has been reduced to less than 15% 
of the total, and this includes one section of s lide area that is involved in 
litigation. 

Very truly yours , 

Great Lakes Carbon Corporation 

Aff.l;t_~~ 
D. L. Marlett 
Vice President 
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National Park Se rvice 
Washington , D C 

Dear Friends: 

Inclose d is a l ett er fr om one of the owners' r epre sentative s 
of the ~os Ve:rd·f?§_ cl~f.!:3..- a~out _which I wrote you some ·time ago--vd th 
the ide a J.. t b e kept as s. national. p artk much a s you plsn to do with 
Cape Ood . 

You will se by Mr Marlett's l etter it might not be at 
all beyond the National Park Service to do part of this preservation. 

Mr Marlett kindly s egregate s the ownership----

A-is part of the beautiful Palos Verdes plans laid out 
by that mast er mind Mr Frederick Law Olmstead--so would 
complement whatever the Service might do with the small 
bit that is l eft. 

B-COULD f ollow what ever idea you had--as it did get a 
Los lmgeles County park ther e , right at the water's ede;e 
and I believe~ it t oo would complement whateve1" thei Service 
did. 

C-i s already ours--the Gove r1Eien"'ds--ru.1d will for ever stay 
complementary to what ws ' d like of the part the S ervi ce 

mie;ht ever ·Jont.rol. 

D- is the sit9 of that won der of wonders--Marinel~"ld-­
completely c oillyl ementary to what ever the Service mie;ht 
do. 

E - I do not qui t~fu.:nderstai1d as Mr Vm1d erlip h ad written 
me his family did not own ru.1y o f the l and o f Palos 
Verd~s now--but that :mieht well. fit in with Service i deas 
too sin(!e the Vanderlips hired Mr Olmstead in the first 
plac e . 

:B1-mie;ht b e the ONLY pi ece we could eat now-- and I b eli eve 
if the Service made a proposal to take over that ar ea as 
a study area it could b e cl.one wi tl1out too e;reat expense-
I h ave studi e.d those cliffs and the rocks and the sea there 
and beli e ve the public would enjoy it very much with narrow 
trails, the name of the NllS for p r otectio11--311d even that 
Sillall part would be worth while . 

G ~ and E-likely be ~'ond yrocur i n e;--BUT lett;:rs showi n g 
inter est woul c1. undoubtedly encour.age tllosf:fo w11ers to 
to develop their :part fi ttine;ly-foT' the r est of t he clif fs . 

Ju1yway, I shall h ::?..ypy to know you investi~at '9d further­
Being unsble now to drive (sight a bout eone) . I cant 
make the studies---ai1d as Mr Marlett writ e s the i dea mus/-t 
b e discusse d with qualifi ed public ae; ency--her e is the · 
l e tter s ent me by 1 A ;3cl~ols---ex7~tory . . / 

Sin cer ely , ~ /47~ / 
M1~~ B e.J•ths. H Fuller I 



) Reproduced at the National Archives-Pacific Region (San Francisco) 

p s 

Aft er I wi•ot e · the l etter on the other s:.dR s.. l tc=!tter came from the 
oute;oine; pre sidi:mt of th i:. Ns.ture Cons?r vs.ncy , Los Ane; ~le s Chapter, 
sayine; Dr Edw:.n P Wooc1J10use , 5733 Ca.nyonside Rel. , La Cre scents. , 
Cal:.for nia, would c arry on . 

I vsrote him at once s end:.ne; him copy of the l etter, orie;inal of 
which I :.nclosP--from Mr Marl?tt , vice pre s i dent, Gr eat Lakes 
Carbon Corporation--from 11:..s letter you can s ef> ther e :..s not much 
of the cliffs l sft--but what has been used has b een u s ed exactly fittine; 
in with National Park proe;rai.!l----I hop e ths Service can meet with the 
men from out h er e--wh en the time comes--so that we can depend on the 
Service 's protecti v P. supervision--unless somet hin g is done , soon, 
that pricele ss wild bit of cliffside snd s ea rock growth will be 
de stroyed--cliffs tha t ha v P- withstood the years s :..nce Cabrillo sailed 
alone; there---1542---we should save---I had n o ides. the skin diver s 
were doing the damag e they s.l"e but one of the form er own ers of the 
Palos Ver des, Mr Frank C Vanderlip, wrote m8 they did e;rs.ve damae;e-
and unless someone like the Service talces over wa shall hav e ALL that 
imyo r t snt anima l and ylsn t e;rowth destroyed, usele ssly, a s so many of 
our wi l dli f e speci e s h ave been . 

It is likel y Dr WoocU1ous e will write you--after he and Mr Ms.l'lett 
h ave consult ed---whil e Nature Con servancy i s thoroue;hly r e liable 
it has not the fs.cili ties you h av e fot' permsnent :prot ection -the 
Conservancy has boue;ht 6500 s.cTe s of fi.n~st, primi t ive for est on 
El der Creelc, Mendocino ounty , California, for a n ature s chool--­
Los Ane;el ~s h eld its n aturP. classes on the rocks at tide h e i e;ht 
at Pt F:..rmin-----thi s and othel" summers as p art of their youth 
s ervice work--I planned to SAnd you that lett~r but find I have 
s ent it on--th!=! schools cannot ent.er activel y into such a p1·oj ect 
as I h ave in mind BUT it w.nted it understood the boa rd of education 
offer 19d no obj ~ction of any kind ae;ainst it--so I ims.gine the 
students could use mot"e area---

I cant r ecall now wh at I s en t you--but thes e cliffs al"'e ver y steep, 
with varyine; widths of rocky and e;ravelley s.nd sandy b each below-
i t would take v er y little ls.nd to make a fine showing--a narrow 
l awn such s.s Los 1µ1e;eles City maintains along the edg e , a walk , a 
11ar1·ow dri ve way \the main road is some di stance away) and nat'l"'OW 
easy trails uy an.Cl. down--about ~ all. that . .w..ould. be n eected--e x_c ept 
sup ervision to s ee the t eachers are aware of dane;ers to the life 
if- rut hle ssly hai1dled---i t would be an all y ear round proj ect-­
l e ss than a hour drive from the e;r eat ws.ny million population Los 
.lme;ele s area, an d the dr ive would end overlookine; the s pl endid Los 
Jme;el e s, San Pect!'o, Lone Bes.ch h arbor---a11d for once the easterner 
arriving her e could drive l eisurely alone; that cliff top and SEE 
the ocean which so few of the inlanders cs11 do out h er e , everyt hine; 
being built up now--the l s.re;e styl ant in the world--la.'1linaria--e;rows 
in the su1·f---Sl1d countl ess Sl1imals and s ea plan t s---

Give Doctor 1NoocU1ou se time , I f eel sure you will h ear from him. 

Sincer el y , Mrs Bertha H Fuller 
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