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SUITABILITY OR ADAPTABILITY OF THE PROPERTY

Extent of Surviving Historical Remains

As qriginally constructed, the Old Mission Dam spanned
the entire channel of the San Diego River. According to a careful
measurement made in 1867, the original structure was 2LL feet long,
with_a l2-foot gateway located 82 feet from the south end of the
dam.l The base of the wall was 13 feet thick; and the height of the
dam was 13 feet or more on its lower side. The work was constructed
of river boulders and native rock bound together with a tough,
locally made cement. The gateway was faced with thin bricks or tiles.

An agueduct, which began on the north bank "a few feet"
above the river channel, conducted water from the reservoir to San
Diego Mission. The channel, lined with tile and brick, was about 6
inches wide on the bottom and flared outward at the top, so that
the stream of water was about 2 feet wide on the surface and 1 foot
deep. The canal frequently spanned gulches 10 or 15 feet deep, and
so sturdily were these flumes built that the aqueduct often remained
intact over the gulches even after the foundations had washed away or

been removed.

A strong buttress near the south end of the dam is evidence
that floods threatened the structure during the early years of its
existence. One witness reported in 1867 that by 1831 floods had
made the aqueduct useless and had thrown down a part of the "great
dam."? Evidently the system was not used after that time; and
floods and vandalism--local residents carried off the tiles and
bricks for their houses--gradually took their toll.

At the present time few traces of the aqueduct are visible
above ground, but parts of it are still occasionally found during
excavations., The dam, however, is still impressive. As late as
1933 an engineer estimated that it was still 85% intact in the
vertical and 83% in the horizontal. The pond behind the dam has
now been almost completely filled with sand.

t should be noted that the south boundary of Camp Elliott
bisects the dam and that only the northern portion of the structure
is on the surplus property requested for historic monument purposes.
The southern--and more impressive--section of the dam is on property
owned by the Sinnott family. The City of San Diego is presently
negotiating for 26 acres of land immediately south of the proposed
historical site and hopes to add this property to the Fortuna
Mountain-Mission Gorge Metropolitan Park in order to protect the
remainder of the dam and its historic setting.

lHayes, op. cit., 293.
°Tpid., 296.
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Since the aboriginal sites on the proposed historical
park have only been sampled, their full extent is not yet known.
The San Diego Museum of Man hopes to conduct future explorations
to determine the full nature of the archeological values.

Other Physical Characteristics

The 46.29-acre tract applied for for historical monument
purposes is physically attractive and is virtually unimpaired by
modern intrusions. As already described, a narrow strip of land
along the southern boundary includes the north bank of the San Diego
River, comprised of level bottomland densely covered with willows,
cottonwvoods, and other water-loving trees and shrubs.

North of this thin strip of green, the ground rises
sharply up a grass-and shrub-covered bank for from 20 to 50 feet
to a rolling plateau. This upland is largely covered with grass,
but it is dotted with sagebrush and other shrubs of the semi desert.
The upland contains several rocky hillocks, the highest of which, at
the extreme north end of the proposed historic site, has an elevation
of 378.5 feet.

Accessibility and Location

The requested property is within the city limits of San
Diego. It lies on the north side of the paved Mission Gorge Road
about 16 miles northeast of the Civic Center.. San Diego is an in-
corporated city which, as of December 31, 1962, had a population of

622,975.

Easily reached by paved roads from the downtown area at
the present time, access will be even better in the future. A new
Soledad Freeway will run only a short distance north of the property,
while the Mission Gorge Road will be improved and moved to a new
location farther to the south. The present Mission Gorge Road will
be used as a park access road.

Electricity and city water are presently available near
the property, and any needs for these utilities in the historic site
could be met by an extension of nearby services. A new sewer line
is in process of construction down the bed of the San Diego River
(this line apparently did no harm to the dam).

At the present time direct access to the proposed site

from Mission Gorge Road is over private property or by an indirect
route over unimproved roads from adjacent city owned property.
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Adaptability, Cost, and Feasibility of Development

The area requested is adaptable and suitable for historic
monument use.

The relatively undisturbed terrain permits the preservation
of the historic scene on the north side of the 0ld Mission Dam., The
surface formation is such that access rocads and trails, as well as
interpretive features, can be developed without too much violence to
the historic landscape.

The applicant has made no firm estimates of the cost of
developing the property as a historic site. However, if the adjoining
Fortuna Mountain-Mission Gorge Park is developed as planned, the cost
of extending roads and other visitor facilities inte the historic
site should not be great. Certainly the costs would appear to be
entirely feasible in view of the financial resources and annual
budget of the applying agency.

Estimated Cost of Proper Maintenance

The applicant has not made an estimate of the annual cost
of maintaining and operating the area. A plan of operation and
development will be completed after the property has been acquired
and after archeological excavations reveal the full extent of the
values to be preserved and interpreted. Until such explorations
are- completed, a final plan cannot be devised.

Boundary Data

A complete legal description of the property regquested is
given in the appendix to this report, and the boundaries are clearly
shown on Map No. 1.

The area considered not to exceed that necessary for the
preservation and proper observation of the historical monument is
as follows: All of that land epplied for at Camp Elliott by the
City of San Diego for historical monument purposes.

This area is barely sufficient to protect the north end
of the 01d Mission Dam and its historic setting, and to protect the
archeological sites which have been found on the property. In fact,
it would be highly desirable, from a historical standpoint, for the
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historical monument area to be expanded westward to the west boundary
of the Rancho El Cajon and northward to the proposed Soledad Freeway
(see Map No. 1). Also, it is to be hoped that the City will be
successful in its efforts to obtain the 26-acre privately owned tract
immediately to the south which contains the southern portion of the
0ld Mission Dam.

All of the land applied for is qualified for transfer for
historic monument use since the events which it is proposed to com-
memorate there occurred between about 1807 and 1817, more than fifty
years ago.

Place in State or Regional Plan for Conservation of Park and
Historical Resources

The City of San Diego, through its Planning Department
and Park and Recreation Department, has developed a farseeing and
well-balanced plan for preserving the city's principal scenic,
historic, and recreation resources. In 1962 it submitted a careful
plan for the development of the portions of Camp Elliott scheduled
for disposal by the Federal Govermment, and this plan, in turn, was
in accord with an existing General Plan Study of San Diego. This
"Elliott Community Plan" provided that 1,460 acres of Camp Elliott
would be incorporated into an already planned and authorized 1,948-
acre Fortuna Mountain-Mission Gorge Metropolitan Park. The Padre Dam
Historic Site is planned to be a part of this larger metropolitan
park.

The City of San Diego and County of San Diego have worked
actively to preserve the region's principal historie sites. Presidioc
Park, owned and operated by the city, preserves the site of the first
Spanish settlement in California--the Presidic of San Diego. It also
marks the location of the first site of San Diego Mission. The
City also owns and maintains the historic plaza in Old Town. San
Diego County has preserved the Whaley House, a structure of the early
American period situated in 0ld Town, San Diego. The restored San
Diego Mission, as it was developed on its second site, is still an
active church. Thus, the Padre Dam Historical Site fits logically
into the local plan to preserve sites which commemorate the principal
aspects of the regional history.

Nature of and Justification for the Proposed Use Program

Upon careful analysis of the original application and of the
amendment submitted February 27, 1963, it is seen that the City of
San Diego proposes the following historical use program for the

property:
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It is proposed to develop and operate the area as the Padre

Dam Historical Site, which will be an integral, but specially pro-
tected, part of the proposed Fortuna Mountain-Mission Gorge Metro-
politan Park. The main objective of the historical site will be to
protect all available remains of the 01d Mission Dam and as much as
possible of its immediate natural setting. It is also planned to
survey archeological values in the area, some of which are already
known, and to preserve the principal aboriginal sites. It 1s pro-
vosed to render accessible, display, and interpret the dam and the
principal archeological sites for the benefit and enjoyment of the
public.

To carry out these general objectives, the City proposes
the following specific measures:

1. Preserve, make accessible, and interpret the remains
of the 0ld Mission Dam.

2. Preserve, scientifically explore, exhibit, and inter-
pret several extensive aboriginal occupation sites which have been
discovered in the upland sections of the tract.

3. Preserve as much as possible of the natural appearance
(the historic scene) and the native vegetative cover at the damsite
and in the area of Indian occupation.

-4, 1Initiate, as soon as possible after the acquisition
of the property, an archeological survey to determine the full ex-
tent of archeological and historical values so that future rocads,
parking areas, tralls, and other developments may be planned so as
not to destroy the cultural values,

5. Build roads, varking areas, and trails, to give access
to the historical and archeological sites to be preserved and ex-
hibited (see Map No. 2 for tentative access road plans).

6. Erect signs, markers, trailside exhibits, and other
facilities to interpret the historical and archeological values.
Eventually, one of the Indian villages may be reconstructed (see
Map No. 2 for tentative location).

In addition, as revealed by conversation with ecity officials
on April 29, 1963, it is hoped that a small museum can be placed on
or near the historical property.
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This program appears suitable and justifiable. The plan
to explore the area archeologically before determining a final
development program is particularly commendable since in that way
subsurface archeological values can be identified and preserved.
The measures proposed appear adequate to preserve and interpret the
historical values of the area.
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RESPONSIBILITY OF AGENCY REQUESTING PROPERTY

Legal Authority

The City of San Diego is a legally incorporated city,
and authority Tor the development and operation of park areas is
contained in Section 55 of the San Diego City Charter (as amended
in 1953) which created the Park and Recreation Department. The
city has full authority to acquire lands for park purposes (Article
1, Section 1, of the Charter of the City of San Diego approved by
State Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 34 of April 15, 1931).

Adeguacy of Financing

The operating budget of the City Park and Recreation
Department and related cultural institutions for the current 1962-63
fiscal year is $4,462,153. This amount does not include a share of
the city's capital outlay funds, which are derived from a 1/2 cent
sales tax and from sales of city property. There is every reason,
therefore, to believe that the city could finance the development
and operation of the Padre Dam Historic Site as proposed.

Experience in Historicsl Work

The City of San Diego, through its City Park and Recreation
Department, has long operated and maintained several historic sites.
The principal sites, within Presidio Park, are those of the San
Diego -Presidio and Fort Stockton (an American fortification dating
from the period of the conquest), as well as the first site of the
San Diego Mission. In 0ld Town, in San Diego, the City owns and
administers Casa de Estudillo, El Campo Santo, and the 0ld Town Flaza.

The City also contributes financially to the operation of
the San Diego Historical Society (which, in turn, administers the
Junipero Serra Museum) and the San Diego Museum of Man.

Adequacy of Staff and Experience with Similar Areas

The staff of the City Park and Recreation Department is
adequate for the planning, maintenance, and operation of the pro-
posed historical site. Although the department has no historians
or archeologists on its staff, it has available the advice of the
highly qualified historians of the Serra Museum and of the highly
regarded archeologists of the San Diego Museum of Man. City officials
have indicated that development of the historical site will be under-
taken only after obtaining the technical assistance of the staffs of
these institutions.
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Plate 2. Remains of 0ld Mission Dam, the chief
feature of the proposed historic site. View from
south bank of San Diego River, looking northeast.

Plate 3. Detail view of 0ld Mission Dam, showing

use of both tiles and stones in construction. View
from center of San Diego River, looking southeast.

This portion of the dam is not on the Camp Elliott

property.
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Plate 4, North end of surviving section of 014

Mission Dam, located on the surplus Camp Elliott
property.

Plate 5. View north from Mission Gorge Road across
the San Diego River and Old Mission Dam. Proposed

scenic viewpoint (elev. 32k.5 ft.) is on top of the
rocky hillock in left center.

e o)

s st

P T S T

=

g S T



—

e

i
s TR T T o
A A R N

Plate 6. View northeast and east up south bank of
San Diego River from near 0ld Mission Dam. Dirt

road and parking areas in foreground are on private
property for which the City is negotiating. Mission
Gorge Road is at the extreme right. Area of surplus

property proposed for historic monument use shows in
left center.
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Plate 7. View north from Mission Gorge Road up
the small canyon which forms the west boundary of
the proposed historic site. Slope of hillock
proposed for scenic viewpoint shows at right center.

Plate 8. View southwest down Mission Gorge from
proposed scenic viewpoint.  Agueduct from 0ld
Mission Dam was along right bank of San Diego River.
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Plate 9. View north along west boundary of proposed
historic site from projected scenic viewpoint. Hillock
with large bush in right center (elev. 378.5 ft.) marks
proposed north boundary. Soledad Freeway will be at
foot of hills in distance.

Plate 10. View east from projected scenic viewpoint,
showing sharp upward slope from river bottomland (right)
to rolling plateau containing archeological sites.




Plate 11. General view of upland portion of
proposed historic site, looking northwest from
Test Site No. 3 near east boundary.

Plate 12. Bedrock mortars and Diegueno Indian
manos found in upland area of proposed historic
site.




Plate 13. View eastward across Archeological Test
Site No. 3, where Diegueno Indian artifacts were found.
Fence marks east boundary of proposed historic site.

Plate 14t. Hillock (elev. 378.5 ft.) marking north
boundary of proposed historic site is in center of
view, Artifacts dating from the La Jollan culture
were found here., ©Soledad Freeway will be at foot of
hills in far distance.
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MAP NO. 1  PADRE DAM HISTORISAL SITE
(Portion of Cemp Elliott Requested for Historic Monument Purposes)
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APPENDIX

Legal Description of Requésted Surplus Property
PADRE DAM HISTORICAL SITE

All that portion of Lot 2, Resubdivision of Fanita Rancho according
to map thereof No. 1703 filed in the San Diego County Recorder's Office,
lying within the following described boundaries:

Beginning at the southeast corner of said Lot 2; (California Coordinate
System Zone 6, y = 246,223,605, x = 1,757,950.738);

Thence along the boundary of said Lot 2, the following courses:

a. S 68°11' 17" W, 700.50 feet (C.C.S. Zone 6,
y = 245,963.329, x = 1,757,300.388);

b. S 76° 30' 17" W, 686.16 feet (C.C.S. Zone 6,
y = 245,803.200, x = 1,756,633.17k);

c. S 68%25' 17" W, 517.38 feet to the southwest
corner of said Lot 2 (C.C.S. Zone 6,

Yy - 245,621,345, x = 1,756,148.807);

& N 7° 32' 38" W along said westerly lot line,
320,00 feet (C.C.S. Zone 6, y = 245,938.577,
x = 1,756,106.811);

Thence leaving the boundary of said Lot 2, N 69° 25' 17" E, 360.00 feet
(c.C.S. Zone 6, y = 246,065.11h, x = 1,756,443.8L40);

Thence N 7° 32' 28" W, parallel with the westerly line of said Iot 2,
750.00 feet (C.C.S. Zone 6, y = 246,808.627, x = 1,756,345.412);

Thence N 48° 35' 53" E, 770.00 feet (C.C.S. Zone 6, y = oh7,317.837,
x = 1,756,922.980);

Thence S 81° 10' 17" E; 1,050.00 feet to the east line of said Lot 2
(c.C.S. Zone 6, y = 247,158.550, x = 1,757,960.828);

Thence S 0° 37' 06" W along said easterly lot line, 935.00 feet to the

oint of beginning.
P & 8 Area = 46.29 Acres
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Memorandum MAY 14 1963

To: Under Secretary
Fron:AttgDirector, National Park Service

Subject: Favorable Recommendation of Disposition of Surplus
Federal Property at Padre Dam, California

We are happy to report that the investigation of the surplus
Federal property at the site of historic Padre Dam, in California,

has been completed by the Western Regional Office of the National
Park Service, reviewed in this Office and favorably recommended to
the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation for action. We have requested

the latter agency to transmit this favorable recommendation to the
General Services Administration promptly and to request that agency

to expedite the transfer of the property to the City of San Diego.

A copy of the‘report is enclosed. /
N 7 o
.

Enclosure

P. S. 1In accordance with your request to Mr. Herbert E. Kahler
on May 13, we are asking the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation
to prepare its recommendation on Padre Dam to the
General Services Administration for your signature.
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MAY 30 1963

Bear Charlie:

You will be plecsed oo foura that thg Advioswy Bosed en Kotional

m,mmua&m. Batldings and Nonwnents has rescssended the
dve Ba) for clagpification as of emvepetonnl

i ; Eing and coruemerating the history of the Ynited

ewzaa m aaea ie thevefore eligible for Reptotared Mational

Riotorie Landmark status.

Padyre Bam was evaluated in g vecent stady of “Consurvetion of
Ratursl Reagurees,” whieh ig ome of tho stedios of the Matienal
Burvey of Historic Sites and Buildings, prepored by the Hational
Fark Serviceo.

The Rational Park Bervice has also comploted the study for Gemaral
Servicos Adminiscration on your rvequast for the etvansfer of 46.29
seren aud ve have eskad Goncral Sowvices Admimiotratiocn to expedite
the tvensfor of this evaect to you. Yo hope that you will apply,
on behalf of the city, for the Landmark Cortificate and Bronse
Plague which wo chall be happy to oupply as wve did f{n the cdss of
the Presidio. It is @ rosl pleasure to work with you on this

prajece.
Sinegrely yours,

(sgd) James K. Carr

Under Secretary of the Incerior

qact ary's Reading File Cppy

&t. tletoa p
offica Copy @@\5 WOl
Compback Copy '

Joidceleton:mg S-3-63

Rouritten:HERshlar: §d 5-21-83
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