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of irrigation, and the remains of that 
ancient dam should be regarded as a 
hallowed shrine in a land where water 
is the God of the Harvest . l 

References: San Diego Public Li brary California 
Room, "Old Mission Dam, A Chronology and .Annotated 
Bibliography, 11 October 4, 1962 . This paper relies 
heavily upon F. E. Green, "San Diego Old Mission 
Dam and Irrigation System, 11 typescript, San Diego, 
1933· See also James Mills, Historical Landmarks 
of San Diego County, San Diego Historical Society, 
1960; San Diego Federal Writers • Project, San Diego, 
A California City, American Guide Series, San Diego, 
1937; Richard Pourade, Time of the Bells , San Diego, 
1961; Fr . Zephyrin Engelhardt, San Diego Mission, 
San Francisco, 1920; and Hubert H. History 
of California, Vol. II, San Francisco, 1886. 

1 -w. E. Smythe, History of San Diego, 1542-1907 
(San Diego, 1907), p . 64. Smythe was the author 
also of The Conquest of Arid America . 
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SUITABILITY OR ADAPI'ABILITY OF THE PROPERTY 

Extent of Surviving Historical Remains 

As qriginally constructed, the Old Mission Dam spanned 
the entire channel of the San Diego River . According to a careful 
measurement made in 1867, the original structure was 244 feet long, 
with a 12-foot gateway located 82 feet from the south end of the 
dam. 1 The base of the wall was 13 feet thick; and the height of the 
dam was 13 feet or more on its lower side. The work was constructed 
of river boulders and native rock bound together with a tough, 
locally made cement. The gateway was faced with thin bricks or tiles. 

An aqueduct, which began on the north bank "a few feet" 
above the river channel, conducted water from the reservoir to San 
Diego Mission. The channel, lined with tile and brick, was about 6 
inches wide on the bottom and flared outward at the top, so that 
the stream of water was about 2 feet wide on the surface and 1 foot 
deep . The canal frequently spanned gulches 10 or 15 feet deep, and 
so sturdily were these flumes built that the aqueduct often remained 
intact over the gulches even after the foundations had washed away or 
been removed . 

A strong buttress near the south end of the darn is evidence 
that floods threatened the structure during the early years of its 
existence. One witness reported i n 1867 that by 1831 floods had 
made the aqueduct useless and had thrown down a part of the "great 
dam . 112 Evidently the system was not used after that time; and 
flqods and vandalism-- local residents carried off the tiles and 
bricks for their houses--gradual ly took their toll . 

At the present time few traces of the aqueduct are visible 
above ground, but parts of it are still occasionally found during 
excavations . The dam, however, is still impressive. As lat e as 
1933 an engineer estimated that it was still 85% intact in the 
vertical and 83% in the horizontal. The pond behind the dam has 
now been almost completely filled with sand. 

It should be noted that the south boundary of Camp Elliott 
bisects the dam and that only the northern portion of t he structure 
is on the surplus property requested for historic monument purposes . 
The southern-- and more i mpressive--section of the dam is on property 
owned by the Sinnott family. The City of San Diego is presently 
negotiating for 26 acres of land innnediately south of the proposed 
historical site and hopes to add this property to the Fortuna 
Mountain-Mission Gorge Metropolitan Park in order to protect the 
remainder of the dam and its historic setting . 

1 Hayes, op. cit ., 293. 
2Ibid., 296 . 
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Since the aboriginal sites on t he proposed historical 
park have only been sampled, their full extent i s not yet known . 
The San Diego Museum of Man hopes to conduct future explorations 
t o determine the full nature of the archeological values . 

Other Physical Characteristics 

The 46. 29-acre tract appl ied for for historical montunent 
purposes is physically attractive and is virtually unimpaired by 
modern intr usions . As already described, a narrow strip of land 
along the sout hern boundary includes the north bank of the San Diego 
River , comprised of level bottomland densely covered with willows, 
cottonwoods, and other wat er-loving trees and snrubs . 

North of this thi n stri p of green, the ground rises 
sharply up a grass-and shrub-covered bank for from 20 to 50 feet 
to a r olling plateau. This upland i s largely covered with gr ass , 
but i t is dotted with sagebrush and other shrubs of the semi desert . 
The upland contains several rocky hillocks, the highest of which, at 
the extreme north end of the pr oposed historic site, has an elevation 
of 378.5 feet . 

Accessibility and Location 

The requested property is within the city limits of San 
Diego . It lies on the north side of the paved Mission Gor ge Road 
about 16 miles northeast of the Civi c Center • . San Diego is an in­
corporated city which, as of December 31, 1962, had a population of 
622, 975 . 

Easily reached by paved roads from the downtovm area at 
the present time, access will be even better in the future . A new 
Soledad Freeway will r un only a short distance north of the property, 
while the Mission Gorge Road will be improved and moved to a new 
location farther to t he south . The present Mission Gorge Road will 
be used as a par k access road . 

Electricity and city water are presently available near 
the property, and any needs for these utilities i n the historic site 
could be met by an extension of nearby services . A new sewer line 
is i n process of construction down the bed of the San Diego River 
( t his line apparently did no harm to the dam) . 

At the pr esent time direct access to the proposed site 
from Mission Gorge Road is over private property or by an indirect 
route over unimproved r oads from adjacent city owned pr operty . 
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Adaptability, Cost, and Feasibility of Development 

The area requested is adaptable and suitable for historic 
monument use . 

The relatively undisturbed t errain permits the preservation 
of the historic scene on the north side of the Old Mission Dam . The 
surface f'ormation is such that access roads and trails , as well as 
interpretive feature s, can be developed without too much violence to 
the hi storic landscape . 

The applicant has made no firm estimates of the cost of 
developing the pr operty as a historic site . However , if the adjoining 
Fortuna Mountain-Mission Gorge Park is developed as planned, the cost 
of extending roads and other visitor facilities into the historic 
site should not be great . Certainly the costs would appear to be 
entirely feasible in view of the financial resources and annual 
budget of the applying agency. 

Estimated Cost of Proper Maintenance 

The applicant has not made an estimate of the annual cost 
of maintaining and operating the area . A plan of operation and 
development will be compl eted after the proper t y has been acqui red 
and after archeological excavations reveal the full extent of the 
values to be preserved and interpreted . Until such explorations 
are. completed, a final plan cannot be devised . 

Boundary Data 

A complete legal description of the property requested is 
given in t he appendix to this report , and the boundar ies are clearly 
shmm on Map No . 1. 

The area considered not to exceed that necessary for the 
preservation and pr oper observation of the historical monument is 
as f ollows: All of that J.and applied for at Camp Elliott by t he 
City of San Diego for historical monument purposes . 

This area is barely sufficient to pr otect the north end 
of the Old Mission Dam and its historic setting, and to protect the 
archeological sites which have been found on the property . In fact , 
it would be hi ghly desirable , f rom a historical standpoi nt , for the 
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historical monument ar ea to be expanded westward to the west boundary 
of the Rancho El Cajon and northward to the pr oposed Soledad Freeway 
{see Map No . 1) . Also, it is to be hoped that the City will be 
successful in its efforts to obtain the 26-acr e privately owned tract 
immediately to the south which contains the southern portion of the 
Old Mission Dam . 

All of the land applied for is qualified for transfer for 
historic monument use since t he events which i t is proposed to com­
memorate there occurred between about 1807 and 1817, mor e than fifty 
years ago . 

Place in State or Regi onal Plan for Conservation of Park and 
Historical Resources 

The City of San Diego, through its Planning Department 
and Par k and Recreation Department, has developed a farseeing and 
1vell- balanced plan for preserving the city ' s pr incipal scenic, 
historic, and r ecreation resources . I n 1962 it submitted a careful 
plan for the development of the portions of Camp Elliott scheduled 
for disposal by the Federal Government , and this plan, in turn, was 
in accord wit h an existing General Plan Study of San Diego. This 
"Elli ott Community Plan" provided that 1,460 acres of Camp Ell iott 
would be incorporated into an already planned and authorized 1 , 948-
a cre Fortuna Mountain-Mission Gorge Metropolitan Park . The Padre Dam 
Historic Site is planned to be a part of this larger metropolitan 
park ~ 

The City of San Diego and County of San Diego have wor ked 
actively to preserve the region's principal histor ic sites . Presidio 
Park, o•med and operated by the city, preserves the site of the first 
Spanish settlement i n California--the Presidio of San Diego. I t also 
marks the location of the first site of San Diego Miss i on . The 
City also owns and maintains the historic plaza in Old Town . San 
Diego County has preserved the Whaley House , a structure of t he early 
American period situated in Old Town, San Diego . The restored San 
Diego Mission, as it was developed on i ts second site , i s still an 
active church. Thus, the Padre Dam Historical Site fits logically 
into the l ocal plan to preserve s i tes which commemorate the principal 
aspects of the regional history . 

Nature of and Just i fication for the Proposed Use Program 

Upon caref ul analysis of the original applica tion and of the 
amendment submitted February 27, 1963, it is seen that the City of 
San Diego proposes the following histor ical use program for the 
property: 
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It i s proposed to develop and operate the area as the Padre 
Dam Historical Site , which will be an integral, but specially pro­
tected, part of the pr oposed Fortuna Mountai n-Mission Gorge Metro­
politan Park . The main objective of the historical s i te will be to 
protect all available remains of the Old Mission Dam and as much as 
possible of its immediate natural setting . I t is also planned to 
survey archeological values in the area , some of wM.ch are already 
known, and to preserve the principal aboriginal sites . I t is pro­
posed to render accessible, display, and interpret the dam and t he 
principal archeological sites for the benefit and enjoyment of the 
:public . 

To carry out these general objectives, the City proposes 
the following specific measures: 

1 . Preserve, make accessible , and interpr et the remains 
of the Old Mission Dam. 

2 . Preserve, scienti fically explore, exhibit, and inter­
pret several extensive aboriginal occupation sites which have been 
discovered i n the upland sections of the tract . 

3. Preserve as much as possible of the natural appearance 
( the historic scene) and the native vegetative cover at the damsite 
and in the area of Indian occupation . 

. 4 . Initiate, as soon as possible after the acquisition 
of t he property , an archeological survey to determine the full ex­
tent of archeological and historical values so t hat future roads , 
par king areas, trails , and other developments may be planned so as 
not to destroy the cultural values . 

5. Build roads , parking areas, and trai ls , to give access 
to the hi storical and ar cheological sites to be pr eserved and ex­
hibited ( see Map No . 2 for tentative access road plans) . 

6 . Erect signs , markers , t railside exhibits , and other 
facilities to interpret the historical and a r cheol ogical values. 
Eventually, one of the Indian villages may be reconstructed ( see 
Map No . 2 for tentative location). 

In addition, as r evealed by conversation with city officials 
on April 29 , 1963, it i s hoped that a small museum can be placed on 
or near the historical property. 
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This program appears suitable and justifiable. The plan 
to explor~ the area archeologically before determining a f i nal 
development program is particularly commendable since in that way 
subsurface ar cheological values can be identifj_ed a nd preserved. 
The measures proposed appear adequate to preserve and interpret t he 
historical values of the area . 
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RESPONSIBILI TY OF AGENCY REQUESTING PROPERTY 

Legal Authority 

The City of San Diego is a legally incorporated city, 
and authority for the development and operation of park areas is 
contained in Section 55 of the San Diego City Charter (as amended 
in 1953) which created the Park and Recreation Department. The 
city has full authority to acquire lands f or park purposes (Article 
1 , Section 1 , of the Charter of the City of San Diego approved by 
State Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 34 of April 15, 1931) . 

Adequacy of Financing 

The operating budget of the City Park and Recreation 
Department and r elated cultural institutions for the current 1962-63 
fiscal year is $4, 462 , 153. This amount does not include a share of 
the city ' s capital outlay funds , which are derived from a 1/2 cent 
sales tax and from sales of city property . There is every reason, 
therefore , to believe that the city could finance the development 
and operation of the Padre Dam Historic Site as proposed. 

Experience in Historical Work 

The City of San Diego, through i ts City Park and Recreation 
Department , has long operated and maintained several historic sites . 
The principal sites, within Pres idio Par k , are those of the San 
Diego.Presidio and Fort Stockton (an American fortification dating 
from the period of the conquest) , as well as the first site of the 
San Diego Mission . I n Old T01m, in San Diego, the City owns and 
administers Casa de Estudillo, El Campo Santo, and the Old Town Plaza. 

The City also contributes financially to the operation of 
the San Diego Historical Society (which, in t urn, administers t he 
J unipero Serra Museum) and the San Diego Museum of Man . 

Adequacy of Staff and Experience with Similar Areas 

The staff of the City Park and Recreation Department is 
adequate for the planning , maintenance, and operation of the pro­
posed historical site . Although the department has no historians 
or archeologists on its staff, it has available the advice of the 
highly qualified historians of the Serra Museum and of the highly 
regarded archeologists of the San Diego Museum of Man . City officials 
have indicated that development of the historical site will be under­
taken only after obtaining the t echnical assistance of the staffs of 
these institutions . 
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PLATE 1 

Aerial View of Old Mission Dam Vicinity 

Proposed Padre Dam Historic Site is situated along 
the line of trees and on the grassy plain directly 

to the right of the words "old mission dam . " 



Plate 2. 
feature of 
south bank 

. -· 

Remains of Old Mission Dam, 
the proposed historic site . 
of San Diego River, looking 

the chief 
View from 

northeast . 

Plate 3. Detail view of Old Mi ssion Dam, showing 
use of both tiles and stones in construct ion . View 
from center of San Diego River, looking southeast. 
This portion of t he dam is not on the Camp Elliott 
property. 



Plate 4. North end of surviving section of Old 
Mission Dam, located on the surplus Camp Elliott 
property. 

Plate 5. View north from Mission Gorge 
the San Diego River and Old Mission Dam. 
scenic viewpoint ( elev . 324.5 ft . ) is on 
rocky hillock in left center. 

Road across 
Proposed 

top of the 



Plate 6. View northeast and east up south bank of 
San Diego River from near Old Mission Dam. Dirt 
road and parking areas in foreground are on private 
property for which the City is negotiating. Mission 
Gorge Road is at the extreme right . Area of surplus 
property proposed for historic monument use shows in 
left center. 



Plate 7. View north from Mission Gorge Road up 
the small canyon which forms the west boundary of 
the proposed historic site. Slope of hillock 
proposed for scenic viewpoint shows at right center. 

Plate 8. View 
proposed scenic 
Mission Dam was 

southwest down Mission Gorge from 
viewpoint. Aqueduct f rom Old 
along right bank of San Diego River. 



Plate 9. View north along west boundary of proposed 
historic site from projected scenic viewpoint. Hillock 
with large bush in right center (elev . 378. 5 ft.) marks 
proposed north boundary. Soledad Freeway will be at 
foot of hills in distance. 

Plate 10. View east from projected scenic viewpoint, 
showing sharp upward slope from river bottornland (right ) 
to rolling plateau containing archeological sites . 



Plate 11. General view of upland portion of 
proposed historic site, looking northwest from 
Test Site No. 3 near east boundary. 

Plate 12. Bedrock mortars and Diegueno Indian 
manos found in upland area of proposed historic 
site. 
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Plate 13. View eastward across Archeological Test 
Site No. 3, where Diegueno Indian artifacts were found . 
Fence marks east boundary of proposed historic site . 

Plate 14. Hillock (elev. 378 . 5 ft . ) marking north 
boundary of proposed historic site is in center of 
view. Artifacts dating from the La. Jollan culture 
were found here . Soledad Freeway will be at foot of 
hills in far distance . 
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APPENDIX 

legal Description of Requested Surplus Property 
PADRE DAM HISTORICAL SITE 

All that portion of Lot 2, Resubdivision of Fanita Rancho according 

to map thereof No. 1703 filed in the San Diego County Recorder's Office, 

lying within the following described boundaries: 

Beginning at the southeast corner of said L6t 2; (California Coordinate 

System Zone 6, y = 246,223.605, x • 1,757,950.738); 

Thence along the boundary of said Lot 2, the following courses: 

!· s 68° 11 1 17" w, 700.50 feet (c.c.s. Zone 6, 

y = 245,963.329, x = 1,757,300.388); 

:!?_. s 76° 30 1 17" w, 686.16 feet (c.c.s. Zone 6, 

y = 245,803.200, x = 1,756,633.174); 

.£• S 68° 25' 17" W, 517.38 feet to the southwest 

corner of said Lot 2 (c.c.s. Zone 6, 

y = 245,621.345, x = 1,756,148.807); 

_2:. N 7° 32' 38 11 W along said westerly lot line, 

320.00 feet (c.c.s. Zone 6, y = 245,938.577, 

x = 1,756,106.811); 

Thence leaving the boundary of said Lot 2, N 69° 25' 17" E, 360.00 feet 

(c.c.s. zone 6, y = 246,o65.114, x = 1,756,443.840); 

Thence N 7° 32' 28 11 w, parallel with the westerly line of said Lot 2, 

750.00 feet (c.c.s. Zone 6, y = 246,8o8.627, x = 1,756,345.412); 

Thence N 48° 35' 53" E, 770.00 feet (c.c.s. Zone 6, y = 247,317.837, 

x = 1,756,922.980); 

Thence s 81° 10' 17" E; 1,050.00 feet to the east line of said Lot 2 

(c.c.s. zone 6, y = 247,158.550, x = 1,757,960.828); 

Thence S o0 37' 06 11 W along said easterly lot line, 935.00 feet to the 

point of beginning. 
Area = 46.29 Acres 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

MAY I 4 1963 

To: Under Secretary 

From:Actingnirector, National Park Service 

Subject: Pavorab1e Recommendation of Dispositian of Surplus 
Federal Property at Padre Dam, California 

We are happy to report that the investigation of the surp1us 

Federa.l. property at the site of historic Padre Dam.1 in California, 

bas been comp1eted by the Western Regional Ottiee of' the National 

Park Service, reviewed in this Office and f'avorabJ.y recommended to 

the Bureau of' Outdoor Recreation for action. We have requested 

the latter agency to transmit this favorable recommendation to the 

General Services Administration prompt1y and to request that agency 

to expedite the transfer of the property to the City of San Diego. 

A copy of' the report is enclosed • 

... ' . i' . 
.. · 

Enc1osure 

P. S. In accordance with your request to Mr. Herbert E. Kahler 
on May 13, we are asking the Bureau of' Outdoor Recreation 
to prepare its recommendation on Padre Dam to the 
General Services Administration for your signature. 

! 
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MAY 3 0 1963 

Dear etuwlles 

YoU will be p'eaud ID leUa t1tat tha ~ ..... ea ttatt.onal 
reua, ~ &ttea, -~ad llomsaleu l&ao tree• raclad 1dae 

c0l4 IJlta&oa DID ..._ 8lm) ·fer cld88f.fteatfa as of. eaepttorml 
fiiU Li lliiiiiiiau'IS _. oamneuamd.Dg the ~ of c!IG Unitetl 
StGtae. fte alee ie ~ elta!ble for aeutatemd Hatioul 
1U8&Wte LmldtBan ac.atua. 

Pa.b:e lam was eva118Cs14 in a neeat etady of .. ~ of 
111._..1 Bea.nee, .. Wtc1t ta OBe of die etucltee of e1ae tlat:lnal 
Sel'VaJ of Bf.stot1.o St.tea_. atiWqs. pwepand bJ tbe W4tiona1 
Park· Sewlee. 

!be ttal1aua1 Pak Senlee Mm also eompletecl Che HUflJ for Gneral 
QeMaea Afmtaiaeratia om JOU requa8t for the WWfel' of 46 • 29 
accea amt va 11ave aakett Gea.ettal SGnices Mmlaiecrauoa to apedt.te 
tliG tnufer of tllt.8 twaet to JOU• Wo hope tbGC you wll 1 a,,1 Y, 
a r.balf of die 01~. few tlle Lndml'k Cet:tifl.oate aa4 Brous 
11 ... wld.c1\ VG slaa11 lie l\appy toeupply 88 WQ did f.a the C8M of 
die Preef.4io. It ie e real pleatS\We to work with ,_, on this 
pwojeet. . 

11on. Cbarlea c. uau 
Mayozr ef S8a Diep 
san Mego. califcmd.a 

{sgd) James K. Carr 

Under Sec.retary of the Interior 


